
AGENCY 
NEW DELHI, JAN 12 

The Supreme Court on Friday 
refused to grant an immediate 
stay on the election panel leg-
islation passed by Parliament 
last month but agreed to hear 
Congress leader Jaya Thakur’s 
plea challenging the constitu-
tionality of two sections of the 
law.

A bench of Justices Sanjiv 
Khanna and Dipankar Datta 
was hearing a writ petition 
filed by Thakur under Article 
32 of the Constitution ques-
tioning the constitutionality of 
Sections 7 and 8 of the

Chief Election Commis-
sioner and Other Election 
Commissioners (Appoint-
ment, Conditions of Service 
and Term of Office) Act, 2023. 
The Act was signed into law last Decem-
ber by President Droupadi Murmu.

Under the Act, the name of the Chief 
Justice of India was dropped from a 
committee to appoint the Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) and other election 
commissioners.

Senior Advocate Vikas Singh, ap-
pearing for Thakur, argued that this Act 
was a violation of the doctrine of the 
separation of powers which formed a 
basic structure of the Indian Constitu-
tion.

Justice Khanna asked the senior 
counsel to serve an advanced copy of the 
petition to the union government and 

election commission who are the respon-
dents in the case.

Justice Khanna at the outset told the 
lawyer that they would not grant any 
stay. “We can’t stay a statute like this. 
We will issue notice though,” the judge 
added. The senior counsel then request-
ed the court for a ‘short date. The bench 
then agreed to post it to April for hear-
ing.

The court directed, “Issue notice re-
turnable in April 2024. Notices will be 
served by all modes including dasti.”

The case pertains to a petition filed 
by Congress leader Jaya Thakur, the 
general secretary of the Madhya Pradesh 
Mahila Congress Committee, against the 

removal of the Chief Justice of India 
from the selection committee to appoint 
the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 
and other election commissioners, 
through this legislative move,

Alleging that it is ultra vires Articles 
14, 21, 50, and 324 of the Constitution 
since it violates the principles of free and 
fair election. She has also relied on the 
Supreme Court’s March ruling in Anoop 
Baranwal case mandating the inclusion 
of the chief justice in the appointment 
process till Parliament enacted a law reg-
ulating it because of the need for an in-
dependent and unbiased selection panel.

The bench posted the matter to April 
for further hearing.
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CM approves 
improvement of 
68 ODR’s in 4 
districts

Cabinet approves 
appointment of
guest teachers in 
education deptt

Delhi Police 
intitates 
crackdown on
gangsters 
imprisoned in jail

Vicky proud of his 
“love” Katrina ‘s 
performance in 
‘Merry Christmas’

Punjab: 4 die in 
road accident 
due to dense fog
HARIKE PATAN : Four 
people in a car died while 
one was seriously injured 
in an accident at Harike 
Bypass on Am-
ritsar-Bathinda Road late 
on Thursday night due to 
dense fog.
According to the police in-
formation on Friday five 
people of Guru Harshay, 
were returning from the re-
ligious place of Amritsar 
after paying obeisance, 
when the car rammed into 
a Trala on the Harike by-
pass bridge at around 12 
o’clock in the night.

PUNJAB HARYANA HIMACHAL CHANDIGARH DELHI J&KVOL. XXVIII, NO. 344 PAGES 12, RS. 2 SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2024

NEWS BRIEFS 

Delhi court extends 
police custody of 
Hizbul Mujahideen 
terrorist by five days
NEW DELHI: A Delhi court 
on Friday extended by five 
days the police custody of 
alleged Hizbul Mujahideen 
terrorist Javaid Ahmad Ma-
too, claimed to be involved 
in 11 terror attack cases in 
Jammu and Kashmir.
Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate Nabeela Wali extend-
ed Matoo’s custody after he 
was produced before the 
court on expiry of the 7-day 
police remand granted earli-
er. Matoo, a “highly indoctri-
nated terrorist” carrying a 
reward of Rs 10 lakh, was 
arrested from the national 
capital’s Nizamuddin area, 
police had said after his ar-
rest. He was allegedly driv-
ing a stolen car when he 
was apprehended.

SC refuses to grant stay on EC Act

BUREAU 
CHANDIGARH, JAN 12

Haryana Chief Minister, Sh Mano-
har Lal announced Mission 60,000, 
stating that within the next few 
months, employment opportunities 
would be extended to 60,000 young 
individuals hailing from families 
with an annual income of less than 
Rs 1.80 lakh. In addition, the re-
cruitment process for 60,000 Group 
C and D posts is set to conclude 
within the few months.

Chief Minister Sh Manohar Lal 
made this announcement while ad-
dressing the state-level Vivekananda 
youth mahasammelan on the occa-
sion of Swami Vivekananda’s birth 
anniversary held in Kurukshetra to-
day.

The Chief Minister stated that 

within the framework of ‘Mission 
60,000’, the government would en-
gage 7,500 ‘Van Mitra’ individuals 
from families with an annual income 
of less than Rs 1.80 lakh. In addition, 
15,000 contractual employees will be 
recruited through HKRN, provide 
training to 10,000 youth for industrial 
establishments, engage 7,500 ‘e-Sewa 
Mitra’ for CSCs, and facilitate em-
ployment abroad for 5,000 such indi-
viduals through Foreign Cooperation 
Department.  He also declared to train 
15,000 youth with a diploma/degree 
in civil engineering, empowering 
them to become contractors. The gov-
ernment will extend a loan of Rs 3 
lakh to these individuals for one year 
without requiring any collateral. 
Trained youth under this program will 
be exempt from providing a guarantee 
for works up to Rs 25 lakh. The goal 

is to boost their annual income, en-
abling them to surpass the Below Pov-
erty Line (BPL) threshold, he added.

Paying homage to Swami 
Vivekananda, the Chief Minister 

said that the CET exam results for 
Group C and D are currently in prog-
ress. For Group D, approximately 
3.25 lakh candidates participated in 
the CET, and the results is expected 

to be announced later today. We will 
offer 13,500 such jobs to these suc-
cessful candidates within the next 15 
days. 

Furthermore, the recruitment pro-
cess for Group C is actively under-
way. We aim to provide approximate-
ly 60,000 jobs for both Group C and 
D within next few months. With this, 
the present government has estab-
lished a record by providing 1.7 lakh 
government jobs. The Chief Minister 
said that just as Swami Vivekananda 
ignited a flame of self-respect and 
pride among the countrymen in the 
19th century, similarly, in the 21st 
century, Prime Minister Sh. Narendra 
Modi has elevated the pride and dig-
nity of India on the global stage. 
Post-independence, no one worked 
towards securing such a prominent 
position for India globally. 

AGENCY
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The Defence Research and Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO) conducted a successful 
flight test of the New Generation AKASH 
(AKASH-NG) missile on Friday.

The test was conducted at 10:30 AM from 
the Integrated Test Range, Chandipur, off the 
coast of Odisha, against a high-speed un-
manned aerial target at very low altitude.

According to the Ministry of Defence, 
during the flight test, the target was success-
fully intercepted by the weapon system and 
destroyed. “It has validated the functioning of 

the complete weapon system consisting of the 
missile with an indigenously developed radio 
frequency seeker, launcher, multi-function ra-
dar and command, control and communica-
tion system,” it said. The system’s perfor-
mance was also validated through the data 
captured by a number of radars, telemetry and 
electro-optical tracking systems deployed by 
ITR, Chandipur. The flight test was witnessed 
by senior officials from DRDO, the Indian Air 
Force (IAF), Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) 
and Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL). The 
AKASH-NG system is a state-of-the-art mis-
sile system capable of intercepting high-
speed, agile aerial threats. 
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In a significant move to tack-
le cervical cancer, India will 
launch an extensive Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) vacci-
nation campaign targeting 
girls in the 9-14 age group. 
The immunisation drive will 
unfold in three phases, with 
over 7 crore doses prepared 
for the initial stage.

Cervical cancer, currently 
the second leading cause of 
cancer among women in In-
dia, is poised to become a 
major focus of the govern-
ment’s immunisation pro-
gram. The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) ranks cer-
vical cancer as the fourth 
most common type of cancer 
globally, emphasizing the ur-
gency of preventive mea-
sures.

The HPV vaccine, which 
is currently available com-
mercially for around ₹ 2,000 
per dose, is designed to com-
bat not only cervical cancer 
but also other related malig-
nancies affecting the anus, 
vagina, and oropharynx. Ad-
ditionally, the vaccine offers 
protection against strains re-
sponsible for genital warts, 
providing a comprehensive 
shield against the various 
health risks associated with 
HPV.

India, accounting for ap-
proximately a fifth of the 
world’s cervical cancer cases, 
is witnessing a concerning 
rise in cancer incidence. The 
number of cancer cases is 
projected to surge from 14.6 
lakh in 2022 to 15.7 lakh in 
2025, underscoring the criti-
cal need for robust preventive 
measures.

The government’s deci-
sion to include cervical 
cancer in its immunisation 
program aligns with its 
broader goal of making the 
vaccine accessible to all. 
Government plans to pro-
vide the vaccine free of 
charge, ensuring that fi-
nancial constraints do not 
hinder access to this vital 
preventive measure.

By targeting a younger 
age group, the campaign aims 
to build a foundation of im-
munity early on, potentially 
reducing the burden of cervi-
cal cancer in the coming 
years.

Manohar Lal launches ‘Mission 60,000’ in youth mahasammelan

DRDO conducts successful flight-test 
of New Generation AKASH missile

Govt to launch cervical 
cancer vaccination 

campaign later this year

No relief to Rakhi 
Sawant in 
estranged 
husband’s case 
for leaking videos
MUMBAI: A court in 
Mumbai has denied antic-
ipatory bail to Bollywood 
actor Rakhi Sawant in a 
case filed against her by 
her estranged husband 
for allegedly leaking their 
private videos.
Additional sessions judge 
(Dindoshi court), Shrikant Y 
Bhosale, rejected Sawant’s 
bail plea on January 8. The 
detailed order was made 
available on Friday. The 
case against Sawant was 
registered under relevant 
sections of the Information 
Technology (IT) Act at the 
suburban Amboli police 
station based on the com-
plaint lodged by her es-
tranged husband Adil Dur-
rani.
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A brief Budget session of 
Parliament, the last of the 
17th Lok Sabha, will be held 
between January 31 and Feb-
ruary 9, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Pralhad Joshi 
said on Friday.

He said on X, “Interim 
Budget Session 2024, last 
session of Seventeenth Lok 
Sabha to be held from 31st 
January to 9th February, with 
address of Hon’ble President 
to the Parliament. On 1st Feb-
ruary, Hon’ble FM @nsitha-
raman ji will present the In-
terim Union Budget.” The 
new government, which will 
be sworn in after the Lok 

Sabha polls expected in 
April-May, will present the 
full-fledged budget later.

Since the term of the 17th 
Lok Sabha ends on June 16, it 
is set to be the last session of 
Parliament before general 

elections are announced.
In 2019, the Lok Sabha 

polls were announced on 
March 10 and voting was 
held in seven phases between 
April 11 and May 19.

Budget session from 
Jan 31 to Feb 9
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 
Friday started a special ritual in the 
run up to the consecration ceremo-
ny of Lord Ram at the newly con-
structed grand temple in Ayodhya 
on January 22.

In an audio message, the Prime 
Minister noted the feeling of “Ram 
Bhakti” (reverence for Lord Ram) 
immersing the whole nation in the 
run up to the ceremony. Calling the 

moment, a blessing of the almighty, 
the Prime Minister said “I am over-
whelmed with emotions! For the 
first time in my life, I am going 
through such feelings, I am experi-
encing a different feeling of devo-
tion”. “This is a huge responsibility. 
As it is also said in our scriptures, 
we have to awaken divine con-
sciousness in ourselves for the Yag-
ya and worship of God” he said...
adding that for this, fasts and strict 
rules have been prescribed in the 
scriptures.

PM begins special ritual for Ayodhya ceremony
India's longest sea bridge 'Atal 
Setu' in Mumbai inaugurated
MUMBAI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee Sewari-Nhava Sheva Atal Setu, India's longest 
bridge, in Maharashtra on Friday.

Maharashtra Governor Ramesh Bais, Chief Minister Eknath 
Shinde and Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis were also 
present on the occasion. Atal Setu is also the longest sea bridge in 
the country.

Sensex hits all-time 
high at 72,600

NEW DELHI: India’s blue-chip indexes, Nifty and Sensex hit 
fresh all-time highs today, led by gains in IT services firms after 
their results and commentary exceeded expectations, alleviating 
concerns about weak demand.
The NSE Nifty 50 added 1.22 per cent to 21,911 points, while the 
S&P BSE Sensex climbed 1.31 per cent to 72,661, as of 12.36 
pm. Shares of Tata Consultancy Services climbed 4.3 per cent 
and Infosys surged 7 per cent, after reporting bigger-than-ex-
pected revenue in the third quarter. The rise powered the IT in-
dex about 5 per cent higher. Infosys, TCS, Tech Mahindra, Wipro 
and HCLTech were the top five gainers on the Nifty 50 index, 
climbing between 3% and 7%.
The US CPI inflation inching up to 3.4 per cent year-on-year is 
slightly negative from the global equity market perspective, he 
added. 

SC dismisses Punjab’s appeal against HC order 
quashing FIR against Sukhbir Badal

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Friday dismissed an appeal filed by the Punjab govern-
ment challenging a Punjab and Haryana High Court order quashing an FIR registered against 
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) chief Sukhbir Singh Badal in 2021, observing it was a “fake case”. 
The FIR against Badal was registered under the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897, and for disobe-
dience to an order by a public servant, causing obstruction, criminal intimidation and unlawful 
activities over allegations that he obstructed the mining operations of a private company in 
Beas town of Amritsar district.
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I, Subhash Chand s/o Kehar I Balvir Kaur w/o Devender Singh I, Isham Singh S/o Soran Singh I, Hitherto Known as  Kabul I, Jaskaran Singh S/O Gurmeet I Urmila W/o Mahesh Kumar R/o 
Singh r/o Village Phullian Kalan, r/o village Theh Butana tehsil R/o vil lage Jamba, Tehsil Singh  Son of  Ajit  Singh  Singh R/O Vpo. Bora, Tehsil H: No 500/34 Gh, St: No 4 Shastri 
Tehsil Narwana, District Jind Guhla district Kaithal Haryana Nilokheri, district Karnal, declare Residing  at  599, Ghanupur kale Garhshankar Distt. Hoshiarpur, Nagar Jagraon Distt Ludhiana 
(Haryana), have changed my inform that I have changed my that I have changed my name Road, basant vihar, chheharta, Punjab Have Changed My Name have changed my name to 
name from Subhash Chand to name from Balvir Kaur to Balbir from Ishm Singh to Isham Singh. Amritsar-143105, punjab, have From Jaskaran Singh To Singh Urmila Devi.
Subhash. Concerned please Kaur. In future, I should be known and changed my name and shall Jaskaran. 63372
note. 335454 known as Isham Singh. hereafter be known as  Kabal 63372 I Ramandeep Singh Rahal S/o 

84451 I, Harvinder Kaur w/o Ranjit 100070 Singh I, Jaspal Kaur Wo Gurmukh Davinder singh Village Agwar 
I, Sushila wife of Pardeep Singh, r/o village Nimnabad, I Neetu W/o Raj Kumar Patti 72737 Singh R/O Vpo. Bora, Tehsil Kothe Rahlan Tehsil Jagraon 
Kumar H No. 294, Village Tehsil Safidon, Distt. Jind declare Akalpur V.p.o Malsian Teh. I Manjit Singh S/o Mohan Singh Garhshankar Distt. Hoshiarpur, Distt Ludhiana have changed 
Hajwana Distr ict  Kaithal  that original Sale Deed No.2601 Shahkot Dt. Jalandhar Have R/o Vill-Chahal Khurd Teh-Banga Punjab Have Changed My Name my name to Ramandeep 
(Haryana), have changed dated 03.01.2005 concerning my Changed My Name From Neetu Distt S.B.S. Nagar have changed From Jaspal Kaur To Kaur Singh.
my name from Sushila to house of Rama Colony, Safidon To Neetu Nahar All Concerned my name from Manjit Singh to Jaspal. 63372
Sushila Rani. Concerned has been lost in my house on Note Manjit Singh Ark. Be Known My 63372 I Kuljit Kaur W/o Hakam Singh 
please note. 1 5 . 1 2 . 2 0 2 3 .  D D R  989666 Surname Is Ark. I, Avtar Singh Mangat S/O Tatla R/o Vpo Bhundri Tehsil 

84451 No.132300512400044 is lodged I, Harvinder Kaur alias Harvinder 63372 Gurmail Singh R/O Ghulal Jagraon Distt Ludhiana have 
I ,  h i t h e r t o  k n o w n  a s   in PS, Safidon. W/o Naresh Kumar, R/o Kathe I ,  Ramandeep Kaur  W/o (Ludhiana) Changed My Name changed my name to Kuljeet 
NAVJOT  SINGH GAHLA    98732 Majra Tehsil Narayangarh District Hardeep Singh R/o H.No. 7052 Avtar Singh. Kaur Tatla.
S/O NEK  SINGH   , residing  I, hitherto known as  SEWAK  Ambala, Harayan declare that my St.No. 6-1/2 Near Holy Path 63372 63372
a t  H O U S E  N U M B E R - SINGH    S/O BALWINDER  real name is Harvinder Kaur and I School Guru Arjun Dev Nagar I, Gurmit Kaur W/o Baljinder I, Rajveer Singh Kang S/o 
3 4 1 , S T R E E T  N U M B E R - SINGH   , residing  at STREET am known and read by both the (Ludhiana) have changed my Singh R/o Mehraj Patti Sandli Lehmber Singh R/o Vpo. 
1,NEW HARINDRA NAGAR  NO-4, DASHMESH NAGAR, names Harvinder Kaur alias n a m e  f r o m  R a d h i k a  t o  (Bathinda) have changed my Lohian Khas (Jalandhar) have 
, D I S T T  F A R I D K O T  ,  DISTT FARIDKOT , PUNJAB – Harvinder. Ramandeep Kaur. name to Gurmeet Kaur. changed  my  name f rom 
PUNJAB – 151203   have 151203   have changed  my 989666 63372 63372 Rajveer Singh Kang to Rajvir 
changed  my name and shall name and shall hereafter be I, Balvir Singh  S/o Harnam Singh  I Lovejit Singh S/O Sukhdev R/O I Jasvir Singh S/o Gurdev Singh Singh Kang.
herea f te r  be  known as   known as  SEWEK  SINGH   . R/o. Nandpur Distt Tarn Taran Have Muggowal Tehsil Garhshankar R/o Dhurkot Ransih Distt Moga 63372
NAVJOT SINGH   . 900014 Changed my name to  Balbir Singh Distt Hoshiarpur Have Changed Have Changed My Name To I ,  A n j a l i  W / o  A j a y  R / o  

900014 I Parmjit Kaur Legal Spouse Of 72737 My Name To Lovejeet Singh. Jasveer Singh. H.No.482 B-14 Near Dukh 
I No 15622477Y NK Kitoho Jc-511385l Sub Gurjant Singh I,  Kavita  Kumari   W/o  Rajiv  63372 63372 Nirvaran Gurdwara, Prem 
futhena S/o Ivulho Futhena R/o Village Mehal Khurd, Po- Kumar   R/o.3271/B,  Gali No.17,  I Mohd Sahil S/o Mohd Akram I, Aaki W/o Avtar Singh R/o Vill: Nagar Ludhiana Changed 
R/o Vi l lage Lazami, PO Mehal Kalan, Tehsil Barnala Distt Gobindpura  Purani Chungi R/o VPO Rohira, Teh & Distt Tashpur Vpo. Rampur Jagir Name Anjali Bawa.
P u g h o b o t o ,  Z u n h e b o t o ,  Barnala -148104 Have Changed Chheharta  Amritsar-143104  have Malerkotla my given name is (Kapurthala) have changed my 63372
(Nagaland) Pin 797109.  My Name From Paramjit Kaur To Changed my name to  Kavita Sahil and Surname is Mohd. name from Aaki to Manjit Kaur. I, Kuldeep Singh S/o Iqattar 
Declare that In My Army Parmjit Kaur. Due To Wrongly Sharma 63372 63372 Singh R/o  VPO Bha loor  
Service Record My Father Mentioned In My Husband Army 72737 I, Jaskaran Kumar S/o Naresh I  R a m a n d e e p  K a u r  D / O  ( M o g a )  C h a n g e d  N a m e  
Name Mentioned lVULHI Record. I  Harpal Singh Hundal  S/o  Kumar R/o H.No.12.Mohalla Sukhwinder Singh R/O Vill. Kuldeep Singh Brar.
FUTHENA which is incorrect 50008 Kashmir Singh   R/o Hno 356, Sant Nagar Nawanshahr, Teh- Abbuwal Tehsil Raikot Distt 63372
H i s  C o r r e c t  N a m e  i s  I Lakhwinder Singh S/o Parkash Kashi Nagar, Verka , Amritsar  Nawanshahr Distt SBS Nagar Ludhiana Pin 141105 Changed I ,  J a f a r  I q b a l  S / O  Ta j  
lVULHO FUTHENA .V ide  Singh R/o village Hakamwala Punjab.  I  Have Changed My Pb, have changed my name from My Name To Ramandeep Kaur M o h a m m a d  R / O  V i l l a g e  
Affidavit RD0019558549. tehsil Budhlada distt mansa Name  Harpal Singh  All to Note. Jaskaran to Jaskaran Kumar. Litt. L a l h e r i ,  Te h s i l  K h a n n a  

9000A have changed my minor   72737 63372 63372 (Ludhiana) Declare That My 
I JC 406141Y SUB R Dhana daughter name from Agamnoor Mr  Dalbir Singh holder of Athens I, Gurmeet Singh S/o Mehar I hitherto known as Sukhmani Name Be Read As Given 
P a u l  R / o  V i l l a g e  to Agamnoor Kaur. Passport No. Y5065089  and  Miss  Singh R/o Vill-Kazampur Po. Kaur Bhamra D/o Satwinder Name Jafar And Surname 
K a s i l i n g a p u r a m ,  Te h s i l  50008 Raj  Kaur holder of Amritsar  Usmanpur Teh-Nawanshahr Singh R/o Patti Gau Ki, VPO Iqbal.
Srivaikundam, Dist Tuticorin I Lakhwinder Singh S/o Parkash Passport No. R9428266  intend  Distt. SBS Nagar I have declared Rurka Kalan, Tehsil Phillaur, Distt 63372
(TN).Declare that In My Singh R/o village Hakamwala getting Married at the Embassy of  that I known as Gurmeet Singh & Jalandhar, Punjab-144031 have I, Santosh Kumari W/o Som 
Army Service Record My tehsil Budhlada distt mansa India, Athens under the foreign Gurmit Singh are one and the changed my name and shall Nath R/o Ravidass Nagar 
Daughter Name Mentioned have changed my minor  Marriage Act,1969 of  India.  same person &  both names are hereafter be known as Sukhmani Nawanshahr (SBS Nagar) 
MAHA LAKSHMI Which is d a u g h t e r  n a m e  f r o m  Objections, if any may be conveyed to me. Kaur. have changed my name from 
incorrect Her Correct Name is Shabadnoor to Shabadnoor to the embassy of India. Athens 63372 63372 Santosh to Santosh Kumari.
M A H A L A K S H M I  D . V i d e  Kaur. within 30 days. I Gurmit Ram S/o Kabal Ram Ro I Parvinder Kaur W/O Gurcharan 63372
Affidavit RD0019558345. 50008  72737 B-11/81 Kirpa Gate Nawanshahr Singh R/O Golden Bagh Jagraon I Bharti Rani and Bharti Rani 

9000A I Lakhwinder Singh S/o Parkash I, Patil Dipak Yashvant  R/o.100/01, Teh-Nawanshahr Distt SBS Have Changed My Name Shinh W/o Nirmal Kumar 
Singh R/o village Hakamwala Paleram Enclave, Khassa Cantt, Nagar have changed my name Parvinder Kaur To Parminder Shinh R/o VPO Talwandi 
tehsil Budhlada distt mansa Amritsar-143001 have Changed from Gurmit Ram to Gurmeeet Kaur. Mallian Tehsil Dharmkot Distt. 
have changed my minor my minor Daughter’s name from  Ram. 63372 Moga both name are one and 
d a u g h t e r  n a m e  f r o m  Divya to Divya Dipak Patil for all 63372 I Kamlesh Rani Alias Kamaljit the same person.
Ekamnoor to Ekamnoor Kaur. purposes I, Himanshu S/o Ashok Kumar Kaur W/O Ashok Kumar R/O 63372

50008  72737 R/o W.No. 4 New 3 Kurali Teh- Phul Town Distt Bathinda Have I  Gurdarshan S ingh S/o  
I Anita W/o Sh Pawan Kumar I, Ria Chaudhary D/o Lt. Sh. Hans Kharar (SAS Nagar) have Two Name Of One Person. Jarnail Singh R/o Vil lage 
R/o Village Ratgal, Tehsil Raj Julka R/o B-601, Printer Appt. changed  my  name  f rom 63372 Bakarwala PO Kaila District 
Thanesar, District Kurukshetra Sec 13, Rohini, Delhi declare that H i m a n s h u  t o  H i m a n s h u  I  D e e p a k  S h a r m a  A l i a s  Moga have changed my name 
have changed my name from RIA CHAUDHARY and RAJNI Dhiman. Deepinder Singh S/O Ashok to Gurdarshan Singh Dhillon.
Anita to Anita Devi. In future I JULKA both are my names and one 63372 Kumar R/O Phul Town Distt 63372
may be known Anita Devi. and the same person. Please I Raj Kumar S/O Gurdial Ram V. Bathinda Have Two Name Of I, Manpreet Kaur D/O Rajinder 

100074 concerned note. Balakipur, Teh. Banga, Distt. One Person. Singh R/o H.No. B-110,  Raj 
I, Rambhagat s/o ramkumar  72737 SBS nagar have changed my 63372 N a g a r, B a s t i  B a w a  K h e l ,  
r/o Village Kawartan, District It is for general information that  I miner daughter Harmanjot to I Ashok Kumar Alias Ashwinder Jalandhar-144021, Punjab, 
Kai thal  (Haryana),  have ANANT AGNIHOTRI  S/o Harmanjot Kaur. Singh S/O Des Raj R/O Phul India  have changed my name 
changed my name from KRISHAN DEV AGNIHOTRI  63372 Town Distt Bathinda Have Two from Manpreet Kaur  to Kaur  
Rambhagat to Ram Bhagat. residing H. No. 658-D, Basant I Pishora Singh S/o Dharam Name Of One Person. M a n p r e e t  g i v e n  n a m e  
Concerned please note. Avenue, Amritsar PIN- 143001 S ingh V i l l .  Nanher i ,  Po .  63372 Manpreet and Kaur is my 

84451 Punjab India declare that name of Jhingran Kalan, Distt SAS I Karamjeet Singh Mann S/O s u r n a m e .  A l l  c o n c e r n e d  
I ,  h i t h e r t o  k n o w n  a s   my mother has been wrongly Nagar, Punjab have changed Darshan Singh R/O Maur please note.
R U P I N D E R   S I N G H   written SAMAKSHI AGNIHOTRI in my name to Pashoura Singh for Maksutha Distt Barnala Have 42778
S A N D H U     S / O  my passport No. M1756635. The all future purposes. Changed My Name To Karamjeet I, Baljit Kaur W/O Rajinder 
GURCHARAN  SINGH   , actual name of my mother is 63372 Singh. Singh R/o H.No. B-110,  Raj 
residing  at VILLAGE BHANA, VASUDHA AGNIHOTRI which I Rampal Singla S/o Kulwant 63372 N a g a r, B a s t i  B a w a  K h e l ,  
PO DHUDI, DISTT FARIDKOT may be amended accordingly. Rai,R/o VPO: Maniana,Distt I Laxmi Garg W/O Varinder Jalandhar-144021, Punjab, 
, PUNJAB – 151203   have 72737 Sangrur have changed my Kumar R/O Ward No, 12, Near India  have changed name of 
changed  my name and shall I hitherto known as HARDEV name to Rampal.Henceforth,I Old Telephone Exchange, my minor son from  Himanshu 
hereaf te r  be  known as  SINGH BAGGA  S/o SARMUKH shall be known as Rampal for all Rampura Phul Distt Bathinda to  Himanshu Dhoopar, given 
RUPINDER  SINGH   . SINGH residing V.P.O. DHAND, future purposes. Have Changed My Name To name Himanshu  and Dhoopar 

900014 DISTT. TARN TARAN PIN: 143105 63372 Laxmi Bai. is his surname. All concerned 
I Harish Kumar Hans S/o Brijlal PUNJAB  INDIA  have changed my I ,  Pa r w i n d e r  S i n g h  S / O  63372 please note.
Hans R/o Ward No.  3,  name and shall hereafter be known Shingara Singh R/O Village I, Dilpreet Kaur Malhi W/o 42778 
D h a r a m b i r  C o l o n y ,  as HARDEV SINGH. Jagatpur, P.O Ghamaur Distt.  Jashanpreet Singh Sangha R/o I, NEETU W/o  ARUN SURI 
Gharaunda (Karnal) have  72737 S.B.S Nagar have changed my Demru Kalan (Moga) have R/o N-D  193/7 FATEHPUR, 
changed my name from Harish It is for general information that I, name from Parwinder Singh to changed my name Dilpreet Kaur JALANDHAR CITY  HAVE 
Kumar to Harish Kumar Hans BALTEJ SINGH S/O NAZIR Singh Parwinder. Malhi to Dilpreet Kaur Sangha. CHANGED MY NAME  FROM 
and my father's name from Brij S I N G H  R / O  V I L L A G E  63372 63372 NEETU TO NEETU SURI. ALL  
Lal to Brij Lal Hans. In future, I S A H A R I W A L ,  P. O.  G I L L  I Sukhpal S/o Gurmail Singh R/o I Rajvir Kaur W/o Jasveer Singh C O N C E R N E D  P L E A S E  
should be known as Harish S E H O W A L ,  T E H S I L  V i l l .  D h a r a m k o t  Te h .  Resi Dhurkot Ransih Dist Moga NOTE.
Kumar Hans and my father as N A K O D A R ,  D I S T T .  Nawanshahr Distt. SBS Nager changed my name to Rajveer  42778
Brij Lal Hans. JALANDHAR, PUNJAB declare have  changed my name Kaur.

100074 that name of my Wife has been Sukhpal to Sukhpal Singh. 63372
I Sahib Singh, Saheb Singh wrongly written as KAMALJIT 63372 I, Ranjeet Kaur W/o Kamaljit 
S/o Sh. Ram prasad R/o KAUR in my Passport Bearing I ,  Ra jneesh Sharma S/o Singh Sood R/o H.No. 206, Shiv 
V i l lage Manakpur,  D is t t  No. H8586022. The actual Gautam Lal Sharma R/o Vpo. Nagar, Sodal Road, Jalandhar,-
Yamunanagar That I have name of my Wife is RAJ Rahon Mohalla Pahar Singh 144004 have changed my name 
Changed my Name From KU M A R I  w h i c h  m a y  b e  (SBS Nagar) Punjab, have from Ranjeet Kaur  to Ranjit Kaur 
Sahib Singh, Sahib Singh to amended accordingly. changed  my  name  f rom Sood.
Sahab Singh.  72737 Rajneesh Sharma to Rajnish 63372

100060 I hitherto known as SHINGAR Sharma. I, Geetu Sarna W/o Sumit 
I Yashika D/o Sh. Kuldeep SINGH  S/o  SOHAN  SINGH  63372 Chawla R/o Mohalla Nasir Purian 
Kumar R/o House No. 24, Raja R/o VPO GHOMAN, TEHSIL I, Harsh Kumar S/O Deepak PO and Teh. , Sultanpur Lodhi, 
Garden  ,  Near  K r ipa lu  BATALA, DISTT. GURDASPUR- Sharma R/O Vpo. Bora, Tehsil Kapurthala-144626, Punjab 
Ashram, Jagadhri Workshop 143514. ,  PUNJAB. ,  have Garhshankar Distt. Hoshiarpur, have changed my name from 
Road, Yamunanagar that I changed my name and shall Punjab Have Changed My Name Geetu Sarna to Geetu Chawla , 
have Changed my name from h e r e a f t e r  b e  k n o w n  a s  From Harsh Kumar To Kumar after marriage.(surname as 
Yashika to Yashika Sharma. SHINGARA  SINGH. Harsh. Chawla).

100060 72737 63372 63372
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Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra reaches village Ramana-Ramani and Sawat
DR. ASHOK KUMAR 
KARNAL: Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra today reached Ramana Ramani and Sawant villages of 
Nilokhedi Halka. In village Ramana Ramani, BJP leader Mehar Singh Kalampura and in 
Sawant, State Vice President of BJP Mahila Morcha Meena Chauhan participated as the chief 
guest. Nilokheri MLA Dharampal Gondar was also present on this occasion. In village Ramana 
Ramani, Mehar Singh Kalampura said that the competition to serve the public in the BJP gov-
ernment is not there in other political parties. Power should be in the hands of those who take 
care of the public rather than themselves. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal are working for the welfare of the society by burning themselves like a lamp. 

CM approves improvement 
of 68 ODR’s in 4 districts

BUREAU 
CHANDIGARH, JAN 12

In a significant step towards enhancing 
connectivity and facilitating seamless 
transportation across Haryana, the 
Chief Minister, Sh. 
Manohar Lal, has granted 
administrative approval 
for critical road infra-
structure projects. These 
projects encompass the 
improvement of 68 Other 
District Road (ODR’s) at 
an estimated cost of Rs. 
115.11 crore in 4 Districts 
namely Karnal, Kaithal, 
Hisar and Karnal. The 
roads serving rural areas 
of production and providing them with 
outlet to market centres, tehsil head-
quarters, block development headquar-
ters, railway stations etc. are known as 
Other District Roads (ODRs).

Giving more information in this re-

gard, an official spokesperson gives 
detailed overview of these projects that 
include Widening and Strengthening 
spanning 18.22 km with an estimated 
budget of Rs. 15.23 crore in Bhiwani 
District, 39.63 km Widening and 

Strengthening of road with es-
timated cost of Rs. 24.66 crore 
in Kalayat, Kaithal District, 
Widening and Strengthening 
spanning 49.59 km. with an 
estimated budget of Rs. 18.86 
Crore in Adampur, Hisar Dis-
trict.

Widening and Strengthen-
ing spanning 18.33 km. with 
estimated budget of Rs. 12.02 
crore in Indri, Karnal District, 
total Strengthening spanning 

17.475 km with estimated budget of Rs. 
11.07 Crore in Indri, Karnal District. 
Widening and Strengthening spanning 
8.77 km. with estimated budget of Rs. 
5.58 crore in Nilokheri in Karnal Dis-
trict total Strengthening spanning 37.57 

km with estimated budget of Rs. 19.63 
Crore in Nilokheri, Karnal along with 
Strengthening spanning 0.90 km with 
estimated budget of Rs. 2.17 Crore in 
other constituency of Karnal District.

He further stated that these initia-
tives reflect the Haryana Government’s 
commitment to infrastructure develop-
ment and will undoubtedly bring sub-
stantial benefits to the public by im-
proving road networks and connectivity 
across the state. Spokesperson informed 
that special repair/improvement of var-
ious roads in Adampur, Hisar District 
include special repair of Bishnoi Mandir 
Chaudhariwali road, Govt. High School 
Bhodia Bishnoian road Special repair of 
Bus Stand to Jagan road at Village 
Durjanpur road, Kishangarh to Chuli 
Bagrian road, Khasa Mahajan School 
road, Ashrawan upto Bus Stand road, 
Modakhera to Daroli road, Khasa Ma-
hajan to Sarangpur road, Kalirawan to 
Sarangpur road, Ashrawan to Mallapur 
road.
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MAINPAL KASHYAP
INDRI, JANUARY 12

Yuva Sangam phase three programme 
under Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat Pe-
hla concluded at Order House, Ran-
chi. State Youth Awardee Neeru Devi 
was selected from Karnal, Haryana in 
this program which was hosted by the 
nodal institution of Jharkhand, Indian 
Institute of Information Technology, 
Ranchi. Director of Indian Institute of 
Information Technology Ranchi and 
Director of IIM Ranchi, Dr. Deepak 
Srivastava, Deputy Commandant of 
Sashastra Seema Bal Anurag Singh 
and Dr. David Kumar, Tournament 
Officer Women’s Hockey Team Paris 
Olympics 2024 were present as chief 
guests in the closing ceremony. 

On this occasion, Neeru Devi shared 
his experience and said that when he came 
to Jharkhand, Jharkhand was only in his 
mind, but when he is leaving Jharkhand, 
Jharkhand has become a different place not 
only in his mind but also in his heart. Is. 
Neeru Devi told that various colourful 

dance presentations, poetry and yoga 
dance have fascinated her here. Neeru 
Devi said that she got the opportunity to 
meet Jharkhand Governor CP Radhakrish-
nan and Union Minister of State for Edu-
cation Annapurna Devi in Ranchi. At the 
end of the program, State Youth Awardee 
Neeru Devi was honoured with a citation 
and prosperity symbol.

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, JANUARY 12

Karnal Congress District Con-
vener Tarlochan Singh, while 
reacting to Karnal getting 115th 
position in the cleanliness rank-
ing, said that it is a matter 
of shame that even after 
spending crores of rupees, 
the government could not 
make Karnal clean. He 
said that Karnal is also the 
assembly constituency of 
Chief Minister Manohar 
Lal. CM should take mor-
al responsibility and apol-
ogise to the people of Kar-
nal. The Chief Minister 
should come to Karnal 
and answer the public as 
to why crores of rupees of 
the public are being wasted. 
Does the Chief Minister come to 
Karnal only to inaugurate pro-
grammes? He said that the 
Manohar government is doing 

the work of turning CM City 
into a garbage city. The sanita-
tion workers are given a salary 
of Rs 6.5 lakh per month. These 
employees have been left under 
the control of contractors. The 
government does not have any 

report. Every month Rs 3.10 
crore is being spent on the gar-
bage plant, but no work is being 
done there. 

The lights are switched off 

due to non-payment of electric-
ity bills. 

The toilets are locked. In re-
sponse to a question, Tarlochan 
Singh said that Vikas Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra is a big scam. BJP 
is using the money taken from 

the public through tax-
es to promote its poli-
cies. District convenor 
Tarlochan Singh said 
that if CM Manohar Lal 
does not apologise to 
the public soon, Con-
gress workers will 
show him black flags 
on his arrival in Karnal. 
On this occasion, Mah-
ila Pradhan Usha Tuli, 
senior Congress leader 
Raghbir Sandhu, Con-
gress leader Rani Kam-

boj, Anshul Lather, Rohit Joshi, 
Advocate Amandeep, Tinku 
Verma, Mukul Verma, Rajindra 
Pappi and Gagan Mehta were 
present.

Tarlochan laments poor ranking 
for Karnal in cleanliness survey

Youth read messages of Swami 
Vivekananda on Youth Day
PARI BAJAJ
KARNAL: Youth Entrepreneurship Resolution was taken 
today on Swami Vivekananda Jayanti/Youth Day. A Yatra 
was taken out. This Sankalp Yatra is self-reliant India cam-
paign,Pandit under the aegis of Jagran Manch and Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad Starting from Chiranji Lal 
Government College, at the regional office of IGNOU on 
12th Janu-
ary. The jour-
ney ended 
with Swava-
lambi Bharat 
Abhiyan, 
Swadeshi 
Jagran 
Manch and 
embers of 
Akhil Bhara-
tiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad 
participated 
in the yatra. 
The youth 
raised slo-
gans of 
adopting indigenous products and patriotism. The Day was 
Celebrated as Swami Vivekananda’s birth anniversary and 
National Youth Day. The Government of India declared this 
day as ‘National Youth Day’ for the first time. It has been 
celebrated every year since 1985.

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, JANUARY 12

The Rashtra Ratna Award cer-
emony will be or-
ganised grandly by 
the Anti Corruption 
Foundation of India 
in collaboration 
with the Human 
Rights Internation-
al Federation, a 
meeting regarding 
the program was 
organised under the 
chairmanship of 
National Supremo 
Narendra Arora. 
Giving more infor-
mation about the 
program, Narendra 
Arora said that the 
Anti Corruption 
Foundation of India 
and the Human 
Rights International Federation 
will organise a grand Rashtra 
Ratna Award ceremony and 
Leadership Development 

Seminar on the birth anniver-
sary of Lala Lajpat Rai at the 
Adventure Hotel on Sunday, 
January 28, in which Film ac-

tor Aman Verma and film ac-
tress Khushi Chaudhary will 
participate as chief celebrities. 
National President Dr. Ran-

jodh Singh will preside over 
the programme. 

He said that on this occa-
sion, great personalities from 

different states of 
the country will be 
honoured with the 
Rashtra Ratna 
Award. He said 
that celebrities who 
have excelled in 
their field can nom-
inate for this spe-
cial award. He said 
that on this occa-
sion, personalities 
working in the 
field of eradication 
of corruption and 
for human rights 
will be honoured 
with Rashtra Ratna 
Award. On this oc-
casion, Savi 
Chaudhary, Inter-

national Director of Anti Cor-
ruption Foundation of India, 
was honoured for her excellent 
work.

Anti Corruption Foundation to organise 
Rashtra Ratna Award ceremony

Teachers participate 
in training 
programme
SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
TARAORI: A special financial train-
ing camp was organised by CBSE 
at Shri Brahmrishi Vidya Mandir 
Convent Tarawadi. The program 
was inaugurated by the chief guest 
and instructor Lalit Channa and the 
school director Dr. Rakesh Sharma. 
Vice Principal Ravi Sharma wel-
comed the instructor. The pro-
grammes starting after the national 
anthem provided training in financial 
literacy in which it was explained 
about the development of the ability 
to use money properly. All the 
teachers of the school participated 
enthusiastically in the training and 
learned from Lalit Channa how peo-
ple can be financially prepared to 
survive difficult times. Because diffi-
cult times never come without warn-
ing, he talked about mutual fund in-
vestment. How groups of investors 
come together to invest in stocks, 
short-term investments, or other se-
curities. He talked about the types 
of mutual funds and in what ways 
we can invest our money. Through 
this training, everyone learned 
something and learned how we can 
make our future better. School Di-
rector Dr. Rakesh Sharma, while 
thanking the instructor Lalit Channa, 
said that in today’s time, we can 
know special aspects of life through 
such programmes.

Yuva Sangam phase 3 programme under 
Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat concludes

GOLDY CHUGH
SHAHABAD, JAN 12

National General Secretary of 
Congress and MP Chaudhary 
Randeep Singh Surjewala was 
given a civic felicitation in vil-
lage Kalsana of Shahabad. The 
program was organised by 
Congress leader Sweety Ranga 
and Master Mihan Singh Ran-
ga. During this, while speaking 
from the stage, Chaudhary 
Randeep Singh Surjewala said 
that BJP has made a big attack 
on the farmers by stealing 10 
kg of urea from them in 9 
years. He said that BJP has re-
duced the weight of urea bags 
sometimes in the name of 
Neem coated and sometimes 
Sulphur coated urea, but the 
same rate of 50 kg is being 
charged which is a fraud on the 
farmers and Congress strongly 
opposes this and demands that 
Only the rate equal to the 
weight of the bag of urea 

should be taken from the farm-
ers. 

On the question of Con-
gress not accepting the invita-
tion for the consecration cere-
mony of Ayodhya’s Ram tem-
ple, Randeep Singh Surjewala 
said that he has full faith in Si-
yaram but BJP and RSS are 
politicising the name of Lord 
Ram and the programme of 
Shri Ram temple is being con-
sidered as BJP’s event. is being 
built. He said that BJP should 

do politics on the issues of 
farmers, jobs and unemploy-
ment and not in the name of 
Ram Mandir. During his ad-
dress, Randeep Singh Surjew-
ala also appealed to form the 
Congress government in the 
2024 Lok Sabha and Assembly 
elections and show the way out 
to the BJP. He was happy to see 
the packed crowd in the pandal 
and asked the public to keep 
showering blessings on Sweety 
Ranga and Mihan Singh Ran-

ga. Sweety Ranga and Master 
Mihan Singh Ranga raised 
many problems of the city from 
the stage. Sweety Ranga ex-
pressed concern over the in-
creasing drug addiction in the 
city and demanded that a Gov-
ernment College be built in 
Kalsana village if the Congress 
government comes to power. 

Earlier, on reaching the 
pandal, Chaudhary Randeep 
Singh Surjewala was greeted 
with flowers. Man Singh Bach-
gaon left AAP and joined the 
Congress. Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala and Mihan Singh pre-
sented the Congress flag to 
Man Singh. On this occasion, 
a large number of dignitaries 
including Chaudhary Rans-
ingh Deshwal, Pravesh Rana, 
Sumit Kumar, Chaman Lal, 
Tarsem Bakali, Kulwinder 
Dhakala, Ashok Badarpur, 
Fakir Chand, Lakhmi Chand, 
Chandi Ram Ranga, Vikram 
were present.

BJP and RSS politicising Ram Temple: Surjewala CSC distt manager Sharma honoured

PREETI RANI
SADHAURA: Vikas Bharat Jan Samvad Sankalp Yatra, Chief 
Guest, former MLA Balwant Singh and Zilla Parishad Chairman 
Ramesh Chand Thaska honoured CSC District Manager Nitin 
Sharma in view of all his services in Nagal village of Bilaspur. CC 
District Manager Nitin Sharma was honoured with a medal for 
good service in Aadhaar Card. By giving a medal to District Man-
ager Nitin Sharma in recognition of his good services and servic-
es rendered to the public in his Aadhar Service, Ayushman Card 
Service and Family ID and all other services in the Bharat Vikas 
Sankalp Yatra Programme was awarded. In the Vikas Bharat 
Sankalp Yatra, former BJP MLA Balwant Singh said that the 
main problems of the common people these days are of Aadhar 
Card and family income and Nitin Sharma solved these prob-
lems of the common people on time and on priority basis. Is. In 
view of his services, he has been honoured.

Ramayana recitation and havan 
organised at Vivekanand school
RAHUL KOHLI
JAGADHRI: A two-day Ramayana recitation and havan was or-
ganized at St. Vivekananda International School, Jagadhri on the 
occasion of National Youth Day and the birth anniversary of 
Swami Vivekananda ji. On this occasion, School Director Sarita 
Kamboj, Vimal Ver-
ma,  Vimarsh Kam-
boj, Madam Kariz-
ma Kamboj and 
Sushmita Kamboj 
were also present. 
School Principal 
Anu heartily wel-
comed all the 
guests and con-
gratulated every-
one on the birth an-
niversary of Swami 
Vivekananda and 
expressed her grat-
itude to all the participants and contributors present in the func-
tion. 

The great learned persons honoured in the ceremony ex-
plained to everyone the importance of the value of life for the en-
tire humanity through important lessons of Ram Katha. In the 
evening, the sequence of bhajan and kirtan left everyone emo-
tional. On the morning of 12th January, after the completion of 
Ramayana recitation, Havan was organised. At the end of the 
programme everyone took Prasad and the festival of Lohri was 
also celebrated.

Rise above politics and 
celebrate Shri Ramlalla in 
Ayodhya: Gaba
SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: Social worker Pravesh 
Gaba said that the consecration cere-
mony of Ram Lalla in Ayodhya is a 
historic moment for India. Forgetting 
political differences, everyone should 
celebrate this moment as a festival. 
Lord Shri Ram did not belong to any 

one person but 
to the entire 
world who sac-
rificed his per-
sonal happi-
ness for the 
sake of dhar-
ma. One gets 
inspiration from 
Lord Ram as to 
how sacrifice is 
made for one’s 

brother and how one’s father’s orders 
are obeyed. Lord Shri Ram taught the 
lesson of living with brotherhood.  After 
Lord Shri Ram went into exile, Bharat 
himself did not sit on the throne but ful-
filled his duty by placing his Khadau on 
the throne. Everyone should take inspi-
ration from the life of Lord Shri Ram. 
The consecration of Lord Shri Ram 
Lala in Ayodhya will strengthen civilisa-
tion and culture. This is a proud mo-
ment for everyone. The message of 
brotherhood and harmony will be re-
ceived in the world. He appealed to 
everyone to forget discrimination .

Swami Vivekananda is source of 
inspiration for all: Shakti Singh
SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: Paying tribute to Swami Vivekananda on ‘National 
Youth Day’, senior member of District Karnal Bor Association 
and social worker Advocate Chaudhary Shakti Singh said that 
Swami Vivekananda, who be-
came an inspiration for the youth 
through his thoughts and deeds, 
showed the potential and trans-
formative power of the youth of 
the country. He believed that it is 
the youth of the country who will 
give the right direction and 
strength to the development of 
the nation in the future. His ide-
als even today inspire the youth 
towards serving the nation. Swa-
mi Vivekananda, a strong critic 
of casteism, untouchability and 
social ostentation, had a wonder-
ful coordination of spirituality, na-
tionalism and modernity in his 
thoughts. He also introduced the 
whole world to the values of Indian culture.
Shakti Singh said that Swami Vivekananda saw the youth of In-
dia as a strong link to its glorious past and glorious future. 
Vivekananda used to say that all power is within you, manifest 
that power, believe in it that you can do everything. This belief in 
oneself, this message of making things that seem impossible 
possible, is equally relevant for the youth of the country even to-
day. It is a matter of happiness that today’s youth of India is un-
derstanding this very well, believing in themselves and moving 
forward.

Employment Generation Centre inaugurated

RAJNI SONI
YAMUNANAGAR: An employment generation centre was inau-
gurated here today. This centre was inaugurated by Dr. Ankesh-
war Prakash, Controller of Examinations, Kurukshetra University. 
When Dr. Ankeshwar reached the college, General Secretary of 
the college, Sardar Manoranjan Singh Sahni, Director of the 
college, Dr. Varinder Gandhi and Principal Harvinder Kaur 
welcomed him warmly. On this occasion, a seminar on skill 
development and enhancement was also organised by the 
State Coordinator of Swavalamban Bharat Abhiyan, Mr. Kapil 
Madan, Deep Mala, Pradeep Choudhary, Saurabh and Ra-
bindra. The seminar started with the welcome speech of Deep 
Prajwal and Principal Dr. Harvinder Kaur ji. The main speak-
ers of the seminar, Dr. Ankeshwar Prakash ji and Kapil Madan 
ji, while addressing the girl students, laid emphasis on making 
themselves self-reliant along with studies, and honoured 
those students who, along with studies, are trying to stand on 
their own feet by working on their own.
Dr. Prakash said that now the government has made every ef-
fort in the new education policy to make children self-reliant, 
so that the growing population of the country can be helped in 
creating their own employment apart from jobs. 

MANISH KUMAR
AMBALA, JANUARY 12

A demolition was launched by the admin-
istration at Pir’s Dargah located at Manav 
Chowk in Ambala city. A large number of 
heavy forces were present. Gaddinshin 
Ishaq said that a Dargah was built 
here for the last many years, people 
used to come here every Thursday 
with faith to pay obeisance, but this 
morning the administration squad 
came here and completely demol-
ished the Dargah. In this case, Duty 
Magistrate SDO Ajayant said that 
notices had been given here earlier 
also. There is illegal occupation of 
government land. Today this en-
croachment has been removed un-
der the supervision of the adminis-
tration. Gadinshin Ishaq said that 
he was given notices by the admin-
istration and was told that this Dar-
gah has been built on government land.

He said that this Dargah is very old 
and people’s faith is also attached to it. He 
said that hundreds of people come here to 

pay obeisance. 
At the same time, during the action of 

the administration, the devotees who 
came to pay obeisance at the Dargah were 
also present. Police forces and administra-
tion officials were present to deal with any 
kind of conflict situation. The administra-

tion also said that if any person encroach-
es, it will not be tolerated at all. He clear-
ly said that they will take strict action 
against the encroachers.

Pir’s dargah demolished 
at Manav Chowk



AGTF nabs Rinda's key operative
wanted in UAPA case from Rajasthan

NEWS AT A
GLANCE 

SHASHI PAL JAIN
CHANDIGARH, JAN 12

Amidst the ongoing drive to destroy
the organised criminal networks in
the state as per the directions of
Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, Anti-Gangster Task Force
(AGTF) of the Punjab Police in a
joint operation with Central Agen-
cies has arrested a key operative of
Pak-based terrorist Harvinder Singh
alias Rinda and USA-based
Harpreet Singh alias Happy Passia
from village Lohawat in district
Phalodi of Rajasthan, said Director
General of Police (DGP) Punjab
Gaurav Yadav here on Friday.

The arrested accused, identified
as Kailash Khichan, was wanted in
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) case registered in
Fazilka in September 2023. Apart
from this, the accused has a criminal
history with a number of criminal
cases pertaining to Extortion, NDPS
Act and Arms Act registered against
him in Punjab and Rajasthan. DGP
Gaurav Yadav said that following
the name of accused Khichan figur-

ing in various terrorist modules
busted by the Punjab Police in re-
cent past, teams of AGTF headed by
ADGP Promod Ban under the su-
pervision of AIG Sandeep Goel and
led by DSP Bikramjit Singh Brar,
managed to track the location of the
accused in Rajasthan and arrested
him from village Lohawat in district
Phalodi of Rajasthan with the help
of Central Agencies.  “Police teams

have also recovered one .30 calibre
Chinese pistol along with eight live
cartridges from the possession of the
accused Khichan,” he said. 

The DGP said that preliminary
investigations have revealed that the
accused Khichan, on the directions
of terrorist Rinda, was supplying
weapons to the associates of terror-
ist outfit Babbar Khalistan Interna-
tional (BKI) to carry out sensational

crimes in the State. Sharing more
details, AIG Sandeep Goel said that
further investigations are ongoing to
establish backward and forward
linkages in this case and more ar-
rests are expected soon. 

The accused has been arrested in
a case FIR No 16 dated 27/12/23
registered under section 25 of the
Arms Act at Police Station State
Crime in SAS Nagar.

Special camp under Mission Abad to be held at village
Salopur of Kahnuwan block on January 16 
GURDASPUR (VERMA): Deputy Commissioner Gurdaspur Dr. Under the leadership of Hi-
manshu Aggarwal, the district administration will organize a special camp under Mission Abad

at village Salopur of Block Kahnuvan on January 16. The timing of this camp will
be from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM.Deputy Commissioner Dr. Himanshu Agarwal, giv-
ing information about this camp, said that in addition to village Sallopur, residents
of villages Kotla Gujran, Kotli Harchandan, Ghukla and Ladhupur will also partic-
ipate in this Abad camp to be held at village Sallopur on 16 January 2024.The
Deputy Commissioner said that during the camp, special stalls will be set up by var-
ious departments to benefit the welfare schemes of the Punjab government. Along
with this, caste certificate, residence certificate, rural area.

KULJIT SINGH 
JANDIALA GURU, JAN 12 

In view of the festival of
Lohri, Lohri of newborn
girls was celebrated in the
District Administrative
Complex today.  In which
Cabinet Minister S. was the
chief guest.  Harbhajan
Singh ETO  Specially
reached out and distributed
child  care kits to newborn
girls.  This conference was
organized in collaboration
with the Women and Child
Development Department
and the Health Department.

Minister E.T.O.  Said
that we all should not dis-
criminate between boys and
girls, but should celebrate
Lohri of daughters every
year.  He said that the slogan
of Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao
should be raised more and it
is the duty of every parent to

provide good education to
their daughters along with
good health.  He said that
only girls can take the socie-
ty forward.  He said that to-
day we need women em-
powerment.  He said that no
matter what the field is to-
day, girls are flying in every
field. 

He said that today girls
are holding important posi-
tions like doctors, engineers,
pilots etc.  S.  E.T.O.  Told

that today she is serving as
Deputy Commissioner in at
least 6 districts of Punjab.

On this occasion, Min-
ister E.T.O.  Distributed
child care kits to the parents
of 50 newborn girls and told
that these kits will be distrib-
uted at the block level to the
parents of more than 500
newborn girls in the district.
He appealed to the parents of
newborn girls to get their
girls vaccinated.

Eliminate difference between boys and girls,
celebrate Lohri of daughters every year: ETO
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AJAY MALHOTRA
FATEHGARH SAHIB, JAN 12

MBCT FOUNDERS’ DAY was celebrated
today at MBCT Community Development
Centre Bassi Pathana. The function began
by seeking Waheguru’s Blessings with
Sukhmani Saheb Path as thanksgiving in re-
membrance of the Founders & the Three
Women who were the spirit behind the es-
tablishment of Mehar Baba Charitable Trust.

These Three Women were Harnam
Kaur Shergill (mother) and her two daugh-
ters Rajpal & Harbaksh. Dozens of MBCT
Well Wishers and panchayats from 187
adopted villages came to pay their respects
to the Founder Trustee Prof. Hardarshan
Singh Mejie, Narinder Singh & Harbaksh
Kaur Mejie. Blissful kirtan was performed
by Ragi Akashdeep Singh, the Hajoori
Kirtinya Jatha from Gurudwara Fatehgarh
Sahib. The villagers fondly remembered the
humility, compassion,n, and dedication with
which Prof. Mejie would meet and greet
them. They all salute Prof. Mejie’s vision,

courage,e and commitment to uplifting the
rural youth and communities, which they
mention, stands unmatched even today as
we carry forward his Legacy of SEWA de-
spite his absence since December 2014.
Founders Day attendees were MBCT
Trustees Advisors, MBCT staff, Students of
Vocational Training Center, Computer
Learning Centre, Hockey Nursery & The
Artisans of Phulkari Makers Bassi Pathana
together with village panchayats, Local
Community members of Bassi Pathana, who
were present to pay tribute to Founder
Trustee Prof Hardarshan Singh Mejie on his
93rd Birth Anniversary today 11 January at
MBCT Community Development Centre
Bassi Pathana.

Mehar Baba Charitable Trust
celebrates Founders Day 

AAP holds public convenience camps
under People Wellbeing Scheme

MORINDA (RADHEY SHYAM SHARMA): The Aam
Aadmi Party government was committed to take the people's
wellbeing scheme to every home, under which the Punjab Gov-
ernment, on the instructions of Bhagwant Singh Mann  was or-
ganizing public convenience camps in various villages and towns
of the assembly constituency Shri Chamkaur Sahib. This view
was expressed by Dr. Charanjit Singh, MLA of Shri Chamkaur
Sahib, while listening to the problems of the people in the camp
of Public Welfare Scheme organized in village Dumcheri. 

He said that the main objective of the AAP government was
to serve the people. Giving information on this occasion, AAP
leaders said that apart from village Dumchhedi, people from
Boothgarh, Rampur Mehraab, Sangatpura participated in this
camp and forms related to public welfare schemes of pensioners
were filled, which included pension, labor card, kutcha house
forms were filled and people were made aware about the welfare
schemes of Punjab Government. 

161st birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda celebrated at Baba Balraj
Punjab University Constituent College

NAWANSHAHR  (JATINDRA PAL SINGH KALER):
Baba Balraj Punjab University Constituent College, Bal-
achaur and Education Culture Upliftment Trust, Punjab State
celebrated National Youth Day by organizing a program to
commemorate the contribution of Swami Vivekananda on his
161st birth anniversary. The program was started by placing
flowers on the portrait of Swami Vivekananda by College
Principal Dr. Satish Kumar Dhiman and the college staff. Stu-
dents shed light on the life of Vivekananda through speeches
and poems. Manpreet, Neetu, Kusum, Sakshi (B.A Final),
Pratibha (BCom.Final) and Ramanjot (BA Second) recited
various poems and highlighted the contribution and teachings
of Swami Vivekananda. 

On this occasion, Dr. Hari Krishna while addressing the
students shed light on the role of youth in strengthening the
society He also discussed various inspirational incidents in
the life of Swami Vivekananda. Speaking, he said that if we
want to understand India, we have to read Vivekananda, there
is whole India in him. The principal of the college, Dr. Satish
Kumar, while addressing the students, highlighted the role of
self-discipline in the life of the students.

Rouri sends group  under 
CM Tirth yatra scheme

DALJEET AJNOHA
HOSHIARPUR, JAN 12

Under the Chief Minister's
Tirth yatra Scheme, launched
by the Punjab Government
led by Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann, Deputy
Speaker Punjab Legislative
Assembly Jai Krishan Singh
Rouri today  Sent off the
group of devotees going for
darshan of Sri Amritsar
Sahib and Talwandi Sabo.

On the occasion of send-
ing off the bus of devotees,
the Deputy Speaker congrat-
ulated the Punjabis living in
the country and abroad on the
festivals of Lohri and Maghi.
He told that this group going
for darshan includes devo-
tees from the villages of Beet
area. He said that with the
launch of this scheme, the
people of Punjab have got

free travel facilities to visit
different pilgrimage places
across the country. He said
that the Punjab Government
is bearing the expenses of the
passengers going on the jour-
ney under this scheme, which
includes all the expenses of
their travel, accommodation
and food. He said that people
will get spiritual strength by
undertaking religious pil-
grimage. 

He said that the Punjab
Government has provided
comfortable buses, inns for
stay and necessary facilities

during the journey for the
comfort of the devotees. He
said that this has been done
keeping in mind those people
who were deprived of pil-
grimage due to important
commitments in life or who
wanted to visit religious
places.

He said that the Chief
Minister's Pilgrimage
Scheme is proving to be a
boon for the people who are
deprived of visiting major re-
ligious places of Punjab and
India due to old age and fi-
nancial constraints.

Exemplary performance by DAV Jagraon
students in national level games 

JAGRAON (SUKH NAHAR): Adding another glory to its
name, students of DAV school Jagraon performed brilliantly in
national archery competitions conducted at S.C.D.A.V School
Noida. Giving more information about the same, DAV Jagraon
principal Ved Vrat Plaha giving detailed information about the
same, stated that the students have made the school proud yet
again as they performed brilliantly in national level archery
competition. 

"Krishav Gupta, Manavdeep Singh, BS Elixir, Ankurpreet
Kaur won a silver medal in their respective matches. In under-
14 boys matches the school won overall runner-up trophy for
the first time at national level. He highly applauded the students
for their remarkable performance and said that such students
set good example for other students as well. 

Shivalik Youth Club 
celebrates Kudiyan Di Lohri

NANGAL (KULWINDERJIT BHATIA): 'Kudiyan
Di Lohri' program was organized with great pomp by
Shivalik Youth Club at the local Shivalik Avenue
Naya Nangal. Club head Saurabh Gupta said that by
celebrating Kudiyan Di Lohri continuously for the last
10 years, people were made aware against foeticide.
In this program, around 200 little girls up to 10 years
of age were given gifts and colorful cultural programs
were presented by the little children. 

On this occasion, Ward Councilor Deepak Nanda
said that this time Divya Sharma, who was honored
with the President's Award, and Dr. Jasbir Singh, Prin-
cipal of Khalsa College, Shri Anandpur Sahib, were
honored with the Pride of Nangal Award by the club.
On this occasion, the chief guest was Sanjay Sahni,
head of Municipal Council Nangal, special guest was
former Chairman of Municipal Improvement Trust
Rakesh Nayyar, Vice President of Municipal Council
Nangal Anita Sharma, Brahmakumari BK Reema sis-
ter, ME Vinay Mahajan, Councilor Paramjit Singh
Pamma, Councilor Indu. Bala, Councilor Sunil Shar-
ma, Komal Kathpal were also honoured. 

VB nabs Patwari taking
Rs 10,000 bribe
ANIL VERMA
BATHINDA: The Punjab Vigilance
Bureau (VB), during its anti
corruption campaign in the state, on
Friday arrested revenue Patwari
Jagjit Singh, Halka Kalyan Sukha,
District Bathinda for accepting a
bribe of Rs.10,000. Giving this
information here today, an official
spokesperson of the VB said the
above accused has been arrested
on the basis of a complaint filed by
Kuldeep Singh, a resident of village
Kalyan Sukha, district Bathinda. He
informed that the complainant
approached the vigilance and
alleged that about 6 acres of arable
land at village Kalyan Sukha belongs
to the joint account and he wanted
to transfer 2 kanals of land
belonging to him to the other party.
In this regard, Patwari Jagjit Singh
and his private associate Beant
Singh demanded a bribe of Rs
12,000 from the him in lieu of doing
this work, but after insisting, the deal
was settled for Rs 10,000. 

State level Basant fair
in Ferozepur on 10,

11 February

GAURAV GOEL
CHANDIGARH, JAN 12

Punjab government led by
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann to promote the
traditional and heritage fairs
of the state to the country
and the world and to further
increase the interest of the
people towards these fairs. 

A state level kite flying
competition and Basant
Mela is being organized un-
der the theme "Sabh Se Bada
Ptangbaaz" in Shaheed Bha-
gat Singh State University at
Ferozepur on 10th and 11th
February 2024, as part of the
series of fairs started in the
state by Punjab Government.

Giving information in this
regard, Minister for Tourism
and Cultural Affairs of Pun-
jab Miss Anmol Gagan
Mann said that Ferozepur's
Basant Mela is celebrated
with great fanfare and the
Punjab government led by
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann has organized
this fair at the national and
international level.  Efforts
are being made to promote it,
for which kite flying compe-
titions are being conducted
during the spring fair. He
said that a website has been
launched for registration to
participate in the kite fair and
for other information regard-
ing the fair.

Women Aggarwal Sabha holds World
Daughter Day and Lohri function

DHURI (VIKAS VERMA): World Daughter Day and Lohri
function was organized by Women Aggarwal Sabha Dhuri un-
der the President Pooja Jindal. Activities like Gidda, Bhangra,
poetry, yoga were performed by everyone. At this time the first
Lohri of the new born girls was celebrated and they were also
honoured. Apart from this, Women Agarwal Sabha keeps do-
ing socialist work from time to time, giving ration to the needy,
giving clothes, organizing camps for children in schools and
making women aware. Such works are often done in which all
the women of Agrawal Sabha come together and do this work. 

Due to which the needy get support and women are also in-
spired to do good work in the society. Currently Rita Garg,
Anju Gupta, Jimmy Kansal, Dr. Meena Kumari, Anjana Singla,
Kritika Bansal, Rekha Jindal, Asha Singla, Rekhi Goyal, Rajni
Single, Seema Bansal, Siya Garg, Kanika Single, Nisha Garg,
Rani Goyal and members Be present.

RAKESH JINDAL
NABHA, JAN 12 

Ever since the AAP govern-
ment came to power in Pun-
jab under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann, the develop-
ment works are going on in
full swing in every city and
village. 

These words were ex-
pressed by Gurdev Singh Dev
Mann, the MLA of Vidhan
Sabha Constituency Nabha,
on the occasion of inaugurat-
ing the cemetery and play-
ground at village Dhanori. are
being completed and they
will continue to work day and
night for the welfare of the
people of Punjab. He said that
what the previous govern-
ments did in Punjab is not
hidden from anyone and now

it is coming in front of every-
one. He said that develop-
ment work is being done and
will be done without any bias
in Nabha city and its sur-
rounding villages. He said
that my dream is to make
Nabha a model city which is
the land of kings and I will
fulfill it. 

On this occasion Tejinder
Singh Khaira senior AAP
leader, Harvinder Singh

Lakhvir Kaur Sarpanch, Gur-
bachan Singh, Gurpreet
Singh Panch, Sandeep Singh,
Lakhvir Singh Lucky, Gulab
Singh, Jorawar Singh,
Jagdeep Singh, Hardeep
Singh, Baljit Singh, Hakem
Singh, Gurvinder Singh,
Beant Singh, Major Singh
Tungan, Rajinder Singh Raj
Panchayat Sector, Bhupinder
Singh Kallar Majri, Jasveer
Singh Wajidpur etc. 

Dev Mann inaugurates development
works at village Dhanori

Modi College wins
Inter College Rugby
Championship 

RAWEL BHINDER
PATIALA: Multani Mal Modi College
has won the Punjabi University Inter-
College Rugby Championship (Men).
The championship was organized by
Multani Mal Modi College, Patiala at
Punjabi University Campus. The final
match of the competition was drawn
between Multani Mal Modi College,
Patiala and ACPE, Mastuana with
12-12 points, so both the teams
were declared joint winners. While
welcoming the winning team at the
college, the college Principal, Dr.
Neeraj Goyal congratulated the team
members and assured that college
will keep on providing the best
facilities to the college sports
persons. Dr. Nishan Singh, Dean,
Sports congratulated the winning
team and informed that this success
was made possible under the able
Captaincy of Amandeep Singh and
joint efforts of the whole team. 

CBSE Financial Literacy
Workshop held at Blossoms
Convent School

SUKH NAHAR 
JAGRAON: CBSE organized
Financial Literacy workshop at
Blossoms Convent  School Jagraon,
to empower  teachers for a Secure
Financial Future. The spokesperson,
Mr.Jaswinder Singh Sohal provided
valuable insights on money
management, budgeting, and
investment basics. Teachers gained
practical knowledge to foster
financial responsibility and decision-
making. The workshop included
interactive sessions, real-life case
studies, and expert presentations,
enhancing teachers' understanding
of financial concepts. The Principal
of the school ,Dr.AmarjeetKaurNaaz
exclaimed that  CBSE's initiative will
prove an  instrumental in equipping
the participants with essential skills
for a financially secured future. 



Kirtan Shobha Yatra will
be taken out by Narayan
Seva Sanstha on Jan 22
KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA: Under the auspices of Narayan
Seva Sanstha branch Hamirpur, Nagar
Kirtan Shobha Yatra will be taken out
in Gram Panchayat Kale Amb on 22nd
January from 5 am. This Shobha Yatra
of kirtan started from Guga temple by
doing Kirtan through Kale Amb,
Bharin, Bhaleda, Ropa, Gajoh from the
villages and this will be closed at this
Guga temple. All the Ram devotees of
the area, Vishaw Hindu Parishad, cow
devotees, all the members associated
with the Sangh and Local Mahila
Mandal will participate in this yatra.
Prakash Chand Thakur and Sandesh
Shastri have been authorized to make
the program a success. This program
is being organized to commemorate
the Pran Pritistha of Ram Lala to be
held in Ajodhya. In which all the
residents of the area are cordially
invited.

HIMACHAL
NEWS AT A

GLANCE 

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, JAN 12

Nurpur BJP has given an
ultimatum to the government
and administration to open the
Chakki bridge located on the
Punjab-Himachal border
which was closed for about 22
months. Mandal BJP
President Jatinder Singh
Pathania said that if the bridge
is not opened by January 25,
then a protest will be held at
Chakki Bridge with the people
of Nurpur on January 26. He
alleged that health services in
Nurpur have collapsed and
Noorpur hospital has become
a referral unit. The situation is
that despite completing the
work, payment to the
contractors of PWD and
Municipal Council in Nurpur
assembly constituency is
pending. In a press conference

on Friday, Jatinder Singh
Pathania said that the Mother
Child Hospital built at a cost
of Rs 12 crore in Nurpur has
not been inaugurated. Not
only this, the machinery for
this hospital has also been sent
to Una. Bills worth crores of
rupees are pending in PWD.
Small tasks are being given to
contractors through offline
instead of online. He said that
even in tender allotment,
tenders are being given to
Congress people due to
nepotism. Jatinder said that
Jasur market, known as a

wholesale trading centre,
where the flyover is to be
constructed, is also not being
done, while the four-laning
work is going on back and
forth from Jasur. He alleged
that the amount of crores of
rupees which came for soil
conservation in Nurpur has
also been sent to Jawali and
Fatehpur. Jatinder Pathania
said that in the upcoming Lok
Sabha elections, the issue of
discrimination being done
under Congress rule from
Nurpur will be raised
prominently.

Govt slashes entry, tenting fee for Treks in
Dharamshala
DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA: As per the direction of Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, the
Dharamsala Forest Circle has given 50 percent discount on entry fee and tenting fee for
Triund and other trekking routes, a step that would go a long way in promoting tourism
activities in the area besides providing succor to the registered guides. A Spokesperson
of Forest Department said here today that the Forest Department had reduced the entry
fee from Rs. 200 to Rs. 100 per head per day. The tenting fee had also been reduced
from Rs. 1100 to Rs. 550 for pitching two persons inclusive of entry fee. The
spokesperson added that no fee would be charged from registered local guides of the
recognized Miscellaneous Adventure Activities Operators who were registered with
Tourism Department under H.P. Misc. Adventure Activities Rules, 2021.

Play focusing on
de-addiction held

SHANTI GAUTAM
BADDI: On Youth Day, Glenmark Foundation collaborated
with Bhojiya Nursing College students to convey an anti-
drug message through a street drama. The play, focusing on
de-addiction, highlighted the detrimental impact of drug
addiction on society. In BBN, the administration and social
organizations joined forces to combat drug abuse, extending
awareness efforts to schools, colleges, and public spaces.
Baljinder Singh igd Sanstha's Project Officer emphasized
the societal repercussions portrayed in the street drama,
illustrating the domino effect of drug addiction. The
performance concluded with a collective oath against drug
abuse, as the audience joined in a chorus. Dr and SMO of
Civil Hospital Baddi, commended Glenmark Foundation's
initiative as a timely necessity. 
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Retired employees express gratitude to govt and
management for timely pension disbursement

SANJEEV MAHAJAN 
NOORPUR: The monthly
meeting of the Himachal
Transport Retired Employees
Welfare Forum, Noorpur
Zone, under the
chairmanship of Pradesh
Deputy President Kripal
Pathania, was held at the
workshop premises of the
Jassur depot of Himachal
Road Transport Corporation.
During the meeting,
appreciation was expressed
to the state government and
management for disbursing
pensions on the first date of
each month. On the other
hand, resentment was voiced
against the state director and
the state government for not
providing the due allowances
since January 1, 2016. The
meeting reminded the
management director that in
the previous July meeting,
the Chief Minister had
decided that retired

employees would receive
their due allowances along
with pensioners. If this is not
implemented soon, severe
repercussions were warned
against the government and
the corporation in the future.
Pradesh Deputy President
Kripal Pathania stated that
the monthly meeting of the
Himachal Transport Retired
Employees Welfare Forum
had taken place, where
employees expressed their
concerns. Gratitude was
extended for the timely

disbursement of pensions by
the state government and
management. Simultaneously,
all employees expressed
dissatisfaction regarding the
non-payment of allowances
since January 1, 2016, which
continues to accumulate. The
employees collectively
conveyed their
dissatisfaction, cautioning
the government that if the
due allowances are not paid,
they are prepared to face the
consequences in the near
future.

BJP will protest against Cong govt if Chakki
bridge is not opened: Jatinder Pathania

Door-to-door invitation letters for
Ramlala's life consecration distributed

RAJNEESH SHARMA
HAMIRPUR: Ramdoots were delivering invitations from
door to door by giving worshiped Akshat for the consecration
of the life of Shri Ramlala on January 22 in Shri Ramtirtha
Kshetra Ayodhya. On Friday, in Bari Mandir village of Tauni
Devi area, mother power, youth and Ram devotees went door
to door and invited them worshiped Akshat that had come
from Ayodhya, by giving them the picture of Ram temple.
Amazing enthusiasm was seen among Ram devotees.
Sanatan Dharmis made the atmosphere religious by singing
hymns of Rama and raising slogans of Shri Ram. He
informed the villagers that Shri Ramlala would be enshrined
in Ayodhya Dham on January 22. Everyone should celebrate
Deepotsav by lighting ghee lamps in their homes on January
22. On the same day, a special program would be organized
at Bari Temple at 11 am.

Awareness camp on Tobacco-
Free Himachal organized

DAULAT CHAUHAN 
JAWALI: A national youth day was celebrated at the Angel
Divyang Ashram by Nada India Foundation on the subject of
Tobacco-Free Himachal. An awareness camp was organized
in which 15 youth clubs and women's groups from three
legislative assemblies participated. It was presided over by
Mr. Ashok Ratan, the Police Superintendent of Noorpur
District. Ashok Ratan enlightened everyone about the Cotpa
Act. He explained that the current youth generation is falling
into the quagmire of addiction, which is a matter of concern.
He stated that smoking is the first step towards addiction, and
the Cotpa Act has provisions to strictly regulate the sale of
tobacco products near public places and educational
institutions. He emphasized that tobacco use is a slow poison
for the youth. He also mentioned that the police are always
vigilant to stop addiction, but public cooperation and
awareness are crucial. He administered an oath to the youth
present to stay away from addictive substances.

Lohri celebrated with
great enthusiasm

SANJEEV MAHAJAN
NOORPUR: The Lohri festival was celebrated with great
enthusiasm at the Gurukul Public School Sadva in the
premises of Noorpur Vidhan Sabha. The program was
organized by the school's manager, Jyoti Sauguni, and the
principal, Kumud Sharma, in the school courtyard. All
teachers and students actively participated in the festivities.
The school principal explained the significance of the Lohri
festival to all the children and, while wishing for a bright
future for everyone, celebrated the festival with joy. Jyoti
Sauguni and Kumud Sharma extended Lohri greetings to all
residents of the area, the state, and the country. Every festival
is celebrated with great zeal in the Gurukul family because
festivals are the identity of our culture. If we do not instill the
importance of our culture in the new generation, our new
generation may remain detached from Indian culture. 

SJVN clears its stand
over CBI inquiry

SHIMLA: A news item regarding FIR lodged against Former
Officials of SJVN by CBI was published in various newspapers.
The news alleged that a loss of Rs.191 crores has been caused to
SJVN due to under-performance because of lesser energy
generation compared to design energy of Wind Power Plant in
Ahmednagar District of Maharashtra. SJVN's Khirvire Wind Power
Project of 47.6 MW capacity is located in Khirvire/Kombhalane
villages of, District Ahmednagar, Maharashtra. The project
comprises of 56 Wind Electric Generators of 850kW capacity each.
The whole project stands commissioned on 20.05.2014. The power
purchase agreement for the energy generated from plant has been
signed with MSEDCL. In terms of the report submitted by the
Consultant, estimated electricity generation was pegged around 85
Million Units annually. However, maximum energy ever generated
from the Wind Plant was 62 Million Units.  SJVN has already
initiated various measures to set off financial losses on account of
lesser energy generation. A claim amounting to Rs. 70.50 Crores is
already subjudice for the period of 19.07.2014 to 18.10.2016 before
High Court of Himachal Pradesh. Aseparate claim amounting to Rs
114.30 Crores has also been filed as per contract agreement before
the Arbitration Tribunal which is for the period of 19.10.2016 to
31.12.2021. Chief Technical Examiner, Central Vigilance
Commission after examining various parameters had advised to get
the matter investigated by CBI. On the advise of CVC, SJVN has
filed a complaint to the CBI. Both the processes of setting off the
losses and investigation by CBI are under process.

Quick solution to people's problems is
government's priority: Kishori Lal

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, JAN 12

Chief Parliamentary
Secretary Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry, Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj Kishori Lal participated
in the Sarkar Gaon Dwar
program in Bhirdi Panchayat
of Dhar Chadiyar of Baijnath
Assembly constituency on
Friday. CPS Kishori Lal said
that the government is
making every possible effort
to solve the problems of the
people. He said that under the
Government's Janta Ke Dwar
program, programs will be
organized in every booth and
through these programs
efforts will be made to
provide permanent solutions
to people's problems. He said
that the work which will be

done by the government will
be placed before the
government. On the demand
of Gram Panchayat head and
local people, Kishori Lal
announced to give Rs 3 lakh
for the shed of the Panchayat
house. He said that Rs 15
lakh has been sanctioned for
the sports ground. The work
of the playground will start
soon, so that the youth can
have good facilities for

playing. He said that funds
have also been made
available for the construction
of the road to the cremation
ground in Bhirdi. He said that
construction of Chaubin
Sansai road will also be done
soon, so that road facilities
can be available to the
people. He also assured to
replace the roof of the middle
school building soon. On this
occasion, CPS Kishori Lal
was warmly welcomed by
Gram Panchayat head Vijay
Kumar and local people,
Mahila Mandal members and
party workers. He also
listened to public problems
on this occasion. Most of
these problems were resolved
on the spot and instructions
were given to the concerned
officials to resolve the
remaining problems.

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, JAN 12

Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
released 'Samkaleen Sahitya', a
book authored by Dr.
Satyanarayan Snehi. Featuring
articles from 17 scholars, the
book provides a profound
analysis of Hindi literature
spanning the past six decades.

Dr. Snehi, a prominent figure
in literature, adds another
milestone with this being his
eighth publication.

The Chief Minister said
that the book would prove
priceless for literary
enthusiasts, critics and
researchers, offering profound
insights into the evolution of
Hindi literature over the last 60
years.

CM Sukhu releases
'Samkaleen Sahitya'

Touni Devi Scouts and Guides' anti-drug campaign
‘Nishchay Project’ now reaches doorstep

RAJNEESH SHARMA
HAMIRPUR, JAN 12

Addiction affects a person's thinking power as
well as his entire body. Its attack is so intense
that gradually the body itself gets destroyed. It
is such a slow poison that by the time people
are able to understand its ill effects, they are
doomed. In cities and towns, where awareness
campaigns against drugs are continuously run
by children and administration, some changes
may occur there, but 70 percent of the people
of the country still live in villages where 80
percent of the people are addicted to drugs.
Without making them aware, no goal can be
achieved.To achieve this goal, now under the
guidance of Scout Master Satish Rana and
Guide Captain Kusum Lata, the Scouts and
Guides of Government Excellent Senior
Secondary School, Touni Devi, under the
Nishchay Project “Vyason ke Pare – A Drug-
Free Vision”, will visit their respective villages
during winter vacations. Along with going
from door to door to make people aware about
de-addiction, they are also making them
pledge not to take drugs.Giving this

information, Principal Rajneesh Rangra said
that today, on the auspicious occasion of
Vivekananda Jayanti which is celebrated as
National Youth Day in India, these Scouts
Guides are doing the work of taking the fight
against drugs to every home through the youth
because If these youth use their power in the
right way then they can bring positive changes
in the society. If we look at the present
environment then everyone from small
children to young and old people are getting
addicted to drugs, therefore if they are aware of
the ill effects of drugs from the beginning. 

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, JAN 12

The State Cabinet in its meeting held
here on Friday under the
Chairmanship of Chief Minister
Thakur Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
gave in principle approval to engage
‘Annual Period Based Guest
Teachers' in the departments of
Elementary and Higher Education to
enhance the educational standards
and nurture the next generation in
the State.  The Cabinet decided to fill
up 40 posts of Junior Engineers
(Civil) and 25 posts of Junior
Technicians (Work inspectors) in
Public Works Department, 20 posts
of Work Inspectors in Jal Shakti
Vibhag, 7 posts of different
categories in Revenue Training
Institute Jogindernagar, District
Mandi and five posts of different
categories in Sainik Welfare
Department.  It also approved to
upgrade 50 bedded Civil Hospital
Sujanpur in Hamirpur district to 100

bedded Civil Hospital along with
creation and filling up 35 posts of
different categories.  The Cabinet
decided to increase the marriageable
age of girl’s from 18 years to 21
years and carry out necessary
amendments in the respective Acts
and Rules.  It also decided to give its
nod to sign the MoU for consultancy
services from National Dairy
Development Board for
establishment of automated 1.50
lakh litre per day (LLDP),
expandable upto 3 LLPD, milk
processing plant with value added
products at Dhagwar in district

Kangra.  It also gave it's in principle
approval to the draft of
Mukhyamantri Vidhva Avam Ekal
Nari Awas Yojna-2023 to provide
Rs. 1.50 lakh financial assistance for
the construction of the house of
widows and single women. The
Cabinet gave its approval to
restructuring of the State Taxes and
Excise department by creating two
separate wings, the Excise wing and
the GST and allied Taxes wing, in
order to streamline the functioning
of the Departments.  The Cabinet
gave its approval to extend 3rd
phase of Himachal Pradesh

Sadbhawana Legacy Cases
Resolution Scheme, 2023 from 1st
January, 2024 to 31st March, 2024
in order to settle pending
assessment cases and arrears which
were under litigation or were yet to
be assessed under the Acts
subsumed under GST.  The Cabinet
gave its approval to Himachal
Pradesh Film Policy- 2024 to
promote and facilitate the film
makers in the State. Under the
Policy, there is a provision to set up
Film Facilitation Cell in the
Information and Public Relations
department to serve as a single
window for granting all permissions
for shooting of films in the State
through a dedicated web portal in a
fixed time frame. Approval was
accorded to the development,
operation and maintenance of
Ropeway from Nature Park Mohal
to Bijli Mahadev Temple in district
Kullu and the profit would be
shared by the Union and State
Governments in 50:50 ratio.   

Cabinet approves appointment of
guest teachers in education deptt

People express recentment over open
defecation by laborers working on brick kiln

SANJEEV MAHAJAN
NOORPUR, JAN 12

Residents of Sadva village in the Panchayat of Noorpur have
expressed outrage over the filth spread at the Mokshadham
in the Indaura Ghat. For years, people from Sadva, as well as
several other villages, come to this Mokshadham to perform
the last rites. The condition of filth at this Mokshadham is
such that some people are openly defecating, and the water
from this defecation is reaching the chamber used for
drinking water nearby. The people of Noorpur, along with
residents of other Panchayats, are consuming this water.
People have raised concerns about the filth from open
defecation spreading at this sacred place. A memorandum
has been submitted to the Noorpur SDM, urging prompt
action to address the issue and requesting intervention
against those responsible for the spread of filth.

Ayush, Youth Services & Sports
Minister Yadvinder Goma called on

Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu at Shimla. It was a courtesy call.
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Gurjit Singh Sidhu becomes president of Maya Garden City
ZIRAKPUR (VICKY BHABAT): The elections of the Resident Welfare Association
of Maya Garden City located on Zirakpur Nagla Road were concluded under the su-
pervision of SDM Derabsi in which Gurjit Singh Sidhu was made the President, Ravin-
der Kumar the Secretary, Mohit Jain the Treasurer and they were given the authority to
In electing the other office bearers in which they participated, Vardan was elected as the
Vice President, Roshan Lal as the Deputy Secretary, Naresh Kumar as the Deputy Trea-
surer, Amardeep as the Cultural Secretary.  

The newly appointed president said that he will solve the problems of the society res-
idents on priority basis.YUGMARG, CHANDIGARH, SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 2024

PAU celebrates Lohri
with tiny tots

AVTAR SINGH BHANWARA
CHANDIGARH: In a vibrant display of
cultural diversity and unity, the
Department of Human Development
and Family Studies, Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU),
celebrated the auspicious festival of
Lohri alongwith the faculty, staff,
students and the children of the
Laboratory Nursery School and Day
Care. The event was inaugurated by
the Dean, College of Community
Science, Dr Kiran Bains by lighting
the bonfire. Dr Bains expressed her
delight at the enthusiastic celebration,
emphasizing the importance of
cultural inclusivity in an academic
setting. The festive occasion served
as a platform to strengthen bonds
within the department and foster a
sense of belonging among its
members, she observed.

Recitation of Sunder Kand by
1008  persons in connection with

idol installation on January 14

SD SHARMA
PANCHKULA, JAN 12

The seven concerns given by
Haryana Vidhan Sabha Speak-
er, Mr Gian Chand Gupta to
make Panchkula more clean,
green and beautiful got a fur-
ther momentum today when
thousands of youth participat-
ed in a Walkathon organized on
the occasion of birth anniver-
sary of Swami Vivekananda.
The walkathon was organized
by the Sports Promotion Soci-
ety, Panchkula in collaboration
with the District Administra-
tion and Municipal Corpora-
tion with an aim to encourage
the people to contribute in
making Panchkula an ideal
city.

Gupta flagged off the
walkathon in front of Rajhans
in Sector 5. Mayor Kulb-
hushan Goyal, Deputy Com-
missioner Sushil Sarwan,
Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice Sumer Pratap Singh, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner

Varsha Khangwal, City Magis-
trate Rajesh Poonia, Joint Di-
rector , Municipal Corporation
Richa Rathi, Deputy Munici-
pal Commissioner Apoorva
Chaudhary, Patron of Sports
Promotion Society Vinod Mit-
tal, President D.P Soni, Vice
President Jatindra Kumar Ma-
hajan, General Secretary N.D
Sharma, Joint Secretary D.P
Singhal, Treasurer Varindra
Mehta, Finance Secretary
Virendra Malik and member
Yuvraj Kaushik , BJP District
Vice President Umesh Sood,
Councillors namely Harendra
Malik , Sonia Sood and Jai
Kaushil were also present.

The Walkathon after pass-
ing through Pallavi Hotel,
Cactus Garden, Bus Stand,
Tawa Chowk, Anupam
Sweets, Sector 11-14 Chowk,
Sector 10-15 Chowk and  Sec-
tor 9-16 Agrasen Chowk cul-
minates in front of PNB, Sec-
tor 5. Mr Gian Chand Gupta
riding in an open jeep infused
enthusiasm among the youth
with slogans of Bharat Mata
Ki Jai and Vande Mataram. 

Earlier, Gupta paid flower
tributes to Swami Vivekanan-
da. Addressing the youth, Mr
Gupta said that Swami
Vivekananda was a great in-
spiration to the youth. 

The message given by him
thousands of years ago,
“Arise, Awake and stop not till
the goal is achieved” is still
relevant in the present times.
Referring to the message
‘knowledge is power' of Swa-
mi Vivekananda  , Mr Gupta
called upon the youth to fol-
low the path shown by the
great personality.

Gian Chand Gupta flags off Walkathon

SHASHI PAL JAIN
BANUR, JAN 12

Deputy Commissioner Aashika Jain has asked the
Revenue Officers to dispose of the Uncontested
family divisions of land on priority by holding spe-
cial camps in the district.

On coming to know of the plenty of the prob-
lems related to division of land during visit of Vil-
lage Manauli  Surat She directed the Revenue Offi-
cers to look into the matter immediately and arrange
the special camps on the pattern of already sched-
uled special camps for Mutations on January 15.

Interacting with the villagers appeared in the
camp she personally lent the patient hearing to them
and assures that the problems being faced by them
will be disposed of within the stipulated time. 

She said that on visiting the camp she also
learnt about the problems of Ayushman Bharat -
Chief Minister Health Bima Yojana and Aadhar
Card related issues that would be addressed soon.
She also appealed to the villagers to register them-
selves for Gurdwara Board Elections as a Voter and

submit their forms to Halka Patwari. The Deputy
Commissioner exhorted the farmers gathered there
to go for Bailers being provided by the State Gov-
ernment on subsidy to manage stubble without burn-
ing.  The Departments  present in this camp includ-
ed District Industry Centre, Health Department,
Market Committee Banur, Punjab Rural Aajivika
Mission, MGNREGA, Agriculture, Social Justice,

Empowerment and Minorities, Social Security,
Woman and Child Development etc. She was ac-
companied by ADC (Rural Development) Sonam
Chaudhary, SDM Mohali Chandrajyoti Singh, Naib
Mohali Ravinder Singh and Executive Engineer
PPCB Gursharan Dass. Sarpanch Naib Singh and
Villagers accorded a warm welcome to the Deputy
Commissioner and honoured with Siropao.

DC asks revenue officers for holding special
camps on uncontested divisions of land

People made aware about various govt
plans in Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra 

JATINDER PAL SINGH KALER
NAWANSHAHR, JAN 12

Governor of Punjab and Ad-
ministrator of Chandigarh
Banwari Lal Purohit special-
ly participated in the 'Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Yatra' which
reached Bharthala village of
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Na-
gar. On this occasion, people
were informed about the var-
ious plans of the Government
of India and the concept of a
developed India was also tak-
en.

Sharing his views, Ban-
wari Lal Purohit said that it is
important for every citizen to
be aware of the public wel-
fare schemes of the govern-
ment and now it is our re-
sponsibility to make our soci-
ety aware of the schemes.
Bharat Sankalp Yatra, devel-
oped for this purpose, is
reaching various places and
our main purpose is to reach
the welfare schemes of the

Government of India to every
needy person. He said that in
order to save the future gen-
erations, it is necessary to
save them from drugs and
every citizen has to be aware
of this. On this occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
Navjotpal Singh Randhawa
and SSP Dr. Akhil Chaud-
hary, along with officials of
many departments of the
government were also pres-
ent. Stalls were set up by var-
ious departments related to

the schemes of the govern-
ment and the beneficiaries
who took advantage of the
schemes of the central gov-
ernment also shared their
heart feelings while thanking
the government. Meanwhile,
in the presence of the Honor-
able Governor, the resolution
for a developed India was
taken and the views of the
beneficiaries of the govern-
ment schemes were also
heard under Mere Kahani
Meri Zabani.

Students of Central University
of Kashmir visit Tynor

FATEHGARH SAHIB (AJAY MALHOTRA):
MBA students from the Department of Management
Studies Central University of Kashmir today visited
Tynor. The groups of seventy students were warmly re-
ceived by Ms Ritu from Tynor. The visit started with re-
freshments for the group. The students were briefed by
a PowerPoint presentation about Tynor. Dr PJ Singh
MD Tynor and Chairman CII (Northern Region) deliv-
ered a thought-provoking lecture for one and a half
hours. The lecture was no less than a practical lab ses-
sion. Dr PJ Singh made the lecture highly interactive
through question-answer sessions between the lecture
and after the lecture as well. 

Dr Singh, like a teacher, explained the therapeutic
concepts along with practical experiences. The group
also had a tour of the production facility at the compa-
ny. The group had a great time at Tynor. I on behalf of
Central University of Kashmir place on record our sin-
cere gratitude to Dr JP Singh for his kind gesture, for
his lecture, and his hospitality. 

SHASHI PAL JAIN
KHARAR, JAN 12

Preparations are being made
in full swing by the devotees
regarding the Pran Pratistha
to be held on January 22 in
the Shri Ram temple to be
built in Ayodhya. 

In this regard, on Sunday,
January 14, 1008 people will
come together and recite
Sunder  Kand.  This program

will be organized at Shri
Ram Bhawan Kharar from
10.30 am to 1 pm. Along
with this, Diwali will be cel-
ebrated with 51 thousand
lamps on 21st January. 

Rangoli competition will
also be organized on the
same day. In this regard, Sap-
na Sharma, Pooja Garg and
Saroj Bala have appealed to
everyone to participate en-
thusiastically.

JAGDEEP SINGH GILL
JAITU, JAN 12

The efforts of Guru Gobind
Singh Study Circle Faridkot-
Muktsar Sahib and Bathinda
Zone to teach moral lessons
to children and youth from
social evils and make them
good citizens is highly com-
mendable. 

Expressing the said
words at the local office of
the organization, Kultar
Singh Sandhwan, Speaker,
Punjab Vidhan Sabha said
that in the present time, more

such organizations and or-
ganizations should take ef-
forts to save children and
youth from the spread of so-
cial evils. Sharing the memo-
ries of old association with
the organization, Speaker
Sandhavan himself admitted
that he came to know many
such things after organizing
camps and seminars of Guru
Gobind Singh Study Circle ,
which are difficult to find in
books. Referring to the per-
sonality building camp ,
moral education test , youth
festival and book exhibitions

of the organization, he said
that children and youth learn
a lot from such programs.
Bhai Charanjit Singh Channi
along with various Nishkam
Ragi Jathas joined the con-
gregation with Gurbani Kir-
tan, Gurinder Singh
Mahindiratta while manag-
ing the stage informed about
the further activities of the
organization and the Zonal
President of the organization
Bhai Ranjit Singh Khachhar
and Zonal Secretary Bhai
Navneet Singh gave a
farewell. 

Guru Gobind Singh study circle's efforts for
children, youth commendable: Sandhawan

PSEBEA suggests steps for
smooth takeover functioning 
of GVK thermal plant 
BAHADURJEET SINGH
RUPNAGAR: PSEB Engineers’
Association has   suggested steps for
smooth takeover and functioning of
GVK thermal  plant while welcoming
the acquisition of GVK Thermal Plant,
Goindwal Sahib  under the state
sector, which has a considerable
potential to ensure reliable and cost-
effective power generation for the
people of Punjab. The Association
has suggested that  to ensure efficient
operations of the thermal  plant,
Punjab State Power Corporation
Ltd.(PSPCL) must complete
formalities to allow the use of coal
from PSPCL’s captive coal mine
Pachhwara in GVK Thermal Plant. In
addition to this PSPCL should also
complete formalities to allow transfer
of coal linkage of CCL to GVK
through direct rail mode. Ajay Pal
Singh Atwal general secretary said
that PSPCL should  depute
experienced PSPCL engineers on key
management positions in the GVK
thermal plant to ensure smooth and
efficient operations of the plant and to
identify key issues for operation.

Sewerage, potable water
project for Mahilpur city

approved : Rouri

HOSHIARPUR (DALJEET AJNOHA): MLA
Garhshankar and Deputy Speaker Jai Krishan Singh
Rouri met senior officials of the Water Supply and San-
itation Department to resolve the long pending demand
and problem of sewage project for Garhshankar city
and potable water project for Mahilpur city. After which
Rs 8.46 crore has been sanctioned for the sewage proj-
ect in Garhshankar city. Similarly, Rs 11.94 crore for
sewage project in Mahilpur city and Rs 1.35 crore for
laying 4 km pipeline for continuous supply of potable
water.

On this occasion, Deputy Speaker Jai KrishanSingh
Rouri said that Garhshankar and Mahilpur are famous
in the world for education and sports. He has made
every possible effort to make these cities smart cities.
He said that work on sewage system for Garhshankar
city and sewage and potable water project for Mahilpur
city would start soon. 

International Public School celebrates National
Youth Day with Collaboration Nehru Yuva Kender

Mohali & Yuwak Sewanwan Club Jhanjeri 

MOHALI (TILAK RAJ): International Public School
Celebrated National Youth Day International Public
School Kurali celebrated National Youth Day to honour
the ideals and teachings of one of the greatest philoso-
phers and spiritual leaders Swami Vivekananda on his
161th birth anniversary in the school campus on Friday,
12 January. The programme was organized in coordi-
nation with Nehru Yuva Kendra, Mohali, and Yuvak Se-
wamwa Club (Regd.), Jhanjheri. Mr. Tilak Raj, Presi-
dent, Yuvak Sewawa Club (Regd.), Jhanjheri and Char-
ter President, Lions Club, Mohal Supreme (Regd.)
presided the function and made students aware of the
My Bharat App, an online Youth Leadership and Social
Engagement Platform launched by the Government of
India that aims to empower and engage youth to be-
come leaders and active citizens. “Mera Yuva Bharat”
badges were distributed among the participants to mark
the occasion. Our Hon’ble Director, Mr. Ak Kaushal,
and the principal, Ms. P. Sanger exhorted the students
to follow the teachings of great men.

MCM celebrates
National Youth Day 
GAGAN JAIN
CHANDIGARH: The NSS units and
Philosophy Department of Mehr
Chand Mahajan DAV College for
Women, Chandigarh, marked the
celebration of National Youth Day to
honour the ideals and thoughts of
Swami Vivekananda. The NSS units
organised screening of the live
telecast of the inauguration of 27th
National Youth Festival by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi at
Nashik, Maharashtra. NSS volunteers
and students watched avidly as Shri
Narendra Modi addressed the youth
of the nation. The Philosophy
Department organised a lecture by
Sh. Lallan Singh Baghel, Department
of Philosophy, Panjab University,
Chandigarh, under the Indian Council
of Philosophical Research (ICPR)
sponsored World Philosophy Day
Lecture Series. Inaugurating the
lecture, Principal Dr. Nisha Bhargava
asserted that Swami Vivekananda
gave a powerful message for the
youth as he said that all the power is
within the youth. Remembering
Swamiji as a revolutionary thinker, Dr.
Bhargava shared that he advocated
combining of western science and
technology with Indian asceticism and
humanism, and promoted education
that led to an individual's holistic
growth. In his enlightening lecture, Sh.
Lallan Baghel referred to Swami
Vivekananda as one of the early
architect of Indian modality. 

Mining under guise of
desilting in Ghaggar river

GURJIT SINGH ISAPUR/
VICKY BHABAT
DERABASSI, JAN 12 

In Mubarakpur under Der-
abassi, under the guise of de-
silting the Ghaggar river, a
big business of mining is be-
ing done by flouting the
rules.  Dozens of trucks of
sand-gravel crushers are be-
ing supplied daily to indus-
tries without bills, GST and
rates by installing Poklen and
JCB machines in private
lands of the people.  Due to
the non-issuance of the bill,
the difficulties faced by the
crusher industries in stock
maintenance and its audit
will increase manifold.

According to informa-
tion received, Mohit Raghav
near Ghaggar river in
Mubarakpur said that mining
work was started in his two
acres of land a week ago un-
der the guise of silting.  Dou-
ble gravel is being dug in his
land with two Poklen ma-

chines and JCB machines.
Mining is being done up to
double depth i.e. 10 feet.
This sand and gravel is being
supplied to local crusher in-
dustries.  

Only slip is being issued
without bill, without GST
and without writing rate.
There is no clear disclosure
as to how crusher industries
will be able to use this slip
for stock maintenance.

On the other hand, Amar-
jit Bansal, president of
Mubarakpur Crusher Associ-
ation, said that impractical
mining and crusher policy is
being promoted under the
guise of de-silting. 

In this regard, SDO of
Mining Department Lakhbir
Singh said that only the con-
tractor will issue the final bill
for the supply of goods.  If he
does not do so, action will be
taken against him. The de-
partment has written a day
before and instructed the
contractor to issue the bill.  

'Ram devotees will boycott those
who boycott Pran Pratistha

ceremony: NRI Gagan Vidhu'
GURDASPUR  (PAWAN VERMA): NRI Gagan Vidhu
said that the big Shri Ram temple built in Ayodhya, the
birthplace of Lord Shri Rama, was the result of 500 years
of penance and struggle. Indian Hindu society has built this

temple after making
millions of sacrifices
and struggling contin-
uously for 500 years
thus won this battle on
every front and after
winning the legal bat-
tle in the Supreme
Court. 

This temple did
not belong to any po-
litical party or the
Government of India,
it was the center of
faith of 140 crore res-
idents of the country

and crores of Ram devotees living all over the world. Those
political parties which were boycotting the Pran Pratistha
program of January 22 for their vote bank, people would
boycott those parties in the coming Lok Sabha elections
and would tell whether the country was with Shri Ram or
with those thought like Ravana.  

PSCST holds GRIP 2.0
workshop for grassroots

innovations

FARIDKOT (SURINDER DAMDAMI): In a significant
stride towards harnessing grassroots innovations for address-
ing fundamental human needs, the Punjab State Council for
Science & Technology (PSCST) orchestrated the GRIP 2.0
workshop today at the Ashok Chakra Hall, Faridkot. Under the
chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner Vineet Kumar IAS,
the event aimed at propelling awareness and engagement in
the district.A 4-member committee, headed by the GMDIC as
the nodal officer, along with officials from PD ATMA, PPCB,
and the Department of Animal Husbandry as assistant nodal
officers, has been established to facilitate the effective imple-
mentation of the program in the district.

Sukhminder Singh Rekhi, General Manager, DIC, high-
lighted the pioneering role of the council in bolstering grass-
roots innovations. Innovators from diverse backgrounds, in-
cluding farmers, artisans, students, enterprises, or individuals,
are invited to submit their applications for GRIP 2.0 until Jan-
uary 31, 2024. Dr. Alkesh Kandoria, PSCST Official, empha-
sized that grassroots innovations enhancing process efficien-
cy, reducing labor costs, and improving productivity are par-
ticularly sought after. 

‘Munda Rockstar IN CINEMAS
NOW: A story of justice and
passion of dreams’

TILAK RAJ
MOHALI: India Gold Films has
rightfully treated us to a star-
studded film to begin the year
with ‘Munda Rockstar’ that hits
theaters. The film has thrilling
action sequences and beautiful
tracks sung in soulful voices.The
director, Satyajeet Puri, has
conceptually and rightfully
brought out every ounce of
feeling that he had in his heart to
make every scene and the
character wonderful, giving them
perfect sinks that make this film
the most beautiful in this film as a
special connection with his hard
work.Actors Yuvraaj Hans, Aditi
Aarya, and Mohammad Nazim,
the main leads, and others have
justified their characters
respectfully, which gives each of
them a special space in the film,
captivating the audiences with
thrills and a surprising turn of
events in the theatres.The film
revolves around the journey of its
protagonists, their struggles,
aspirations.

National Youth Day celebrated with
Entrepreneurship Workshop at Science college
JAGRAON (SUKH NAHAR): In celebration of National
Youth Day, Sanmati Govt. College of Science Education and
Research, Jagraon, organized a one-day workshop on Entre-
preneurship under the Innovation Council of the college. The
event aimed to inspire and educate
the youth about the possibilities and
challenges of entrepreneurship. The
workshop featured a distinguished
speaker, Mr. Manjinder Singh, an
accomplished entrepreneur and the
owner of AS Sports Trophies 
and Gifts. 



Program organized in
NIILM University on
World Hindi Day

RAMAN GUPTA
KAITHAL: On the occasion of World
Hindi Day, a program was organized at
NIILM University Kaithal, in which all the
teachers and students of the university
participated with great interest. Professor
of Hindi Department, Dr. Suman
welcomed the guests at the beginning of
the program. The program started by
lighting the lamp. Speaking as the chief
guest in the program, University Vice-
Chancellor Professor Dr. Shamim Ahmed
said that every year on January 10, World
Hindi Day has started being celebrated all
over the world on World Session, which is
a matter of pride for all of us. Hindi is our
national language which binds the entire
country from Kashmir to Kanyakumari in
the thread of unity and always maintains
the feeling of nationalism in all of us,
hence in the present time we all need to
understand the value of Hindi language.
Dean Academics Professor R.K. Gupta
said on this occasion that we should
implement Hindi language on priority in
our regular work and behavior. Professor
Reena moderated the stage in the
program. On this occasion, University
Chairman Sandeep Chahal, Registrar Dr.
Rajiv Dahiya, Deputy Registrar Dr.
Manish Mishra, Director Research Dr.
Pawan were present.

Public Health Rural
Watermen submits
memorandum

RAMAN GUPTA
KAITHAL: Today,  Public Health Rural
Watermen Organization under the
banner of Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
submitted a memorandum to the
Director General Development and
Panchayat Department, Chandigarh
Haryana through the District Deputy
Commissioner regarding their
demands. Today's program was
presided over by District President
Rural Water Workers Shri Punjab Singh
and the stage was conducted by District
Secretary Rural Water Workers Shri
Balwinder ji. Under this, all the rural
water workers of Kaithal district
gathered in hundreds in Hanuman
Vatika. On this occasion, Mr. Surendra
Kumar ji, on behalf of District Executive
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh Kaithal,
addressed all the colleagues and the
customs and policies of the
organization as well as the problems of
the employees were discussed.
Sanjeev Gujar ji encouraged all the
friends. The entire district executive
was present on this occasion.

NEWS AT A
GLANCE 
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Mehr Chand Polytechnic College celebrates
National Youth Day
HARPREET SINGH LEHAL
JALANDHAR: Staff and students of Mehr Chand
Polytechnic College celebrated National Youth
Day on 12th January 2024 by invoking God’s
blessings through enchanting of Sukhmani Sahib
hymns bhajans of Swami Vivekanand. Principal
Jagroop Singh honoured Dr. Prem Sagar, HOD
Music Vocal of HMV College and alumni S.Surinder Singh who offered entire paint material
from his Paint Industry for increasing aesthetic appearance and ambience of the college on
eve of Platinum Jubilee. Principal Jagroop Singh addressed the students and told them that
the college has started today inauguration of Platinum Jubilee year through God’s blessings
and 70 events and activities will be celebrated round the year.

NATION
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SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
PANIPAT: Anti-drug
awareness programs are being
organized under the guidelines
of Haryana State Narcotics
Control Bureau's Additional
Director General of Police, OP
Singh Sahab, and under the
guidance of Superintendent of
Police, Shashank Kumar
Sawan Bhapuse Sahab and Anil
Kumar Sahab. Bureau's
awareness programs and
rehabilitation in-charge/sub
inspector Dr. Ashok Kumar
Verma is busy in spreading
propaganda against drug
addiction by visiting various
institutions of Haryana every
day under the guidance of higher
officials. Today, an anti-drug
awareness program was
organized under the 7-day
National Service Scheme at
Government Adarsh Sanskriti
Senior Secondary School,
Panipat. Bureau's Awareness

Program and Rehabilitation
Incharge/Sub Inspector Dr.
Ashok Kumar Verma discussed
various important points through
conversation with the volunteers
present. First of all, while
throwing light on the character of
Swami Vivekananda, Dr. Verma
said that we cannot change the
world but we can establish an
ideal by changing our character
because Swami Vivekananda
had said that change in thinking is
very important. Dr. Ashok
Kumar Verma, while making the
youth aware to stay away from
drugs, said that according to the

data of National Crime Records
Bureau, the root of most of the 90
percent crimes is drug addiction.
On this subject, he invited
students on an open forum and
asked them to find solutions after
knowing their views and through
conversation made them aware to
stay away from drugs.
Discussing the causes, prevention
and solution of drug addiction,
Dr. Verma said that according to
the law, possessing, consuming,
buying, selling, producing and
helping someone in such work is
completely prohibited and
punishable. 

Saint Shahenshah's 20th anniversary
celebrated with enthusiasm

JATINDER PAL SINGH KALER
NAWANSHAHR: Kutia Sant Shahenshah Welfare Trust
Mukandpur celebrated the annual 20th anniversary of Sant
Shahenshah at Kutia with the support of the whole Sangat under
the leadership of the Kutia Management Committee, Sangat
Sangat and Sant Amrik Das. In the morning, Havan Yag was
performed after the recitation of Sri Ramayana. Sant Amrik Das,
head of Dera Prempura Jagatpur-Baghora, told the devotees that
we should make our lives successful by following the footsteps
of the sages and by imbibing the teachings given by them in our
lives. Sant Makhan Singh Dera Prem Pura Jagatpur enthralled
the congregation with his discourses. At the end, the members of
the management committee honored the saints, great men,
donors and servicemen. Bhandara was provided for the
devotees. On this occasion Dr. Ashok Chaudhary, Rajiv Ghai,
Subhash Sehli, Pradeep Bhanot, Mukhtiar Singh, Kulwinder
Kinda, Panch Kara, Panch Surinder Kaur, Kundan Singh,
Balveer Singh and other Sangat were also present.

National Youth Day program organized
by Nehru Yuva Kendra in Kaithal

RANVIR PARASHAR
KAITHAL: National Youth Day programs were organized
across the country today to commemorate the birthday of
Swami Vivekananda. National Youth Day program was
organized by Nehru Yuva Kendra in Kaithal in the premises of
ITI. In this function, Kaithal Superintendent of Police Upasana
was the chief guest and District Civil Surgeon Dr. Renu
Chawla presided and Nehru Yuva Kendra District Officer
Deeksha Mishra started the program by lighting the lamp in
front of the portrait of Swami Vivekananda. Chief guest of the
function, SP Kaithal Upasana, in her address to the youth said
that today youth have an important role in taking the country
forward and strengthening it. She said that today while paying
tribute to Swami Vivekananda on his birthday, she calls upon
the youth to take lessons from the life of Swami Vivekananda
and make their lives successful by following the path shown by
him. Swami Vivekananda appealed to the youth power of the
country. Presiding over the function, Civil Surgeon Dr Renu
Chawla said that youth power is the strength of the country
today, hence the youth should stay away from drugs and
engage in social activities. 

Discussion on causes, prevention and solution of
drug addiction in 7-day National Service Scheme

Mayawati’s birthday to
be celebrated on Jan 15

RAHUL KOHLI
JAGADHRI: To celebrate the birthday of
Honorable Sister Kumari Mayawati BSP Chief, on
15 January 2024 as District level ‘Public Welfare
Day’ in village Damla Halka Radaur and to make
the program successful, a public contact campaign
was launched today from 10/01/24 in which Dr.
Nirmal Singh, Shiv Kumar Raunta, Lal Singh,
Rocky Hargarh appealed to their BSP workers in
villages Harnaul, Hargarh, Kabulpur, Uncha
Chandna, Gundiyani, Kishanpura Majra Damla to
attend the program in large numbers. Long live
Bahujan Samaj Party. This time the District Satriya
program will be celebrated with great pomp in
Vidhan Sabha Radour.

Cleaners are the real
servants of society

BHUPINDERJIT MAULVIWALA
PATRAN, JAN 12

Keeping in mind the difficulties faced by the cleaners during
the cold season keeping in mind the Lohri festival, the
expatriate Punjabi famous social worker Sukhdev Singh
Belgium and Gurdwara Sri Guru Teg Bahadur Sahib former
president  Pargat Singh Sarao, was specially honored by
giving blankets and laddus. During the honoring ceremony
led by NAC Patran President Ranveer Singh in the
community hall of the municipal council, Sukhdev Singh
Belgium said that those who clean the streets and drains are
the real servants of the society, thanks to them, diseases are
prevented due to the cleanliness of the area. But it is
unfortunate that cleaners are not given their due respect in the
society.  He said that all of us should take tithe from our labor
earnings based on the blessings given by the Gurus and spend
this tithe on helping the needy.  

VERMA
GURDASPUR, JAN 12 

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Himanshu Agarwal made a
purchase from 'Abad Hunar Hut'
today. They bought honey,
pickles, marmalade and other
household goods from Abad
Hunar Hut. On this occasion, he
also reviewed the performance of
Abad Hunar Hut.Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Himanshu
Aggarwal said that all the goods
sold at Abad Hunar Hut are
prepared in their own homes by
the hardworking Swaanis of the
district's Self Help Groups, the
quality of which is very good and
the prices are very reasonable. He
said that self help groups were

making household goods in the
villages but due to lack of
marketing, the self help groups
were not getting full benefit.
Therefore, in order to provide a
platform to sell the goods
produced by self help groups, the
district administration has
established 'Abad Hunar Hut' at
the office of Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Development) in
Gurdaspur last year, which is a
marketing aspect. has proved to be
very important. He said that Abad
Hunar Hut has established its
market in Gurdaspur city within a
short period of time and people are
giving priority to purchase various
products from here, which has
increased the income of women
associated with self-help groups.

DC makes purchase from
Abad Hunar Hut

Youth celebrate Swami Vivekananda
Jayanti by offering floral tributes

SATISH SETH
KALAYAT: Swami Vivekananda Jayanti celebrated as Youth
Day was organized by Atal Foundation in Gaon Baata Sarpanch
representative Narendra Nayak and Rural Youth Development
Board President Surajbhan Rana were present as chief guests in
the program. The program was led by Mahavir Singh, District
President of Atal Foundation. The program started after the
youth offered floral tributes at  the portrait of Swami
Vivekananda. Sandeep Rana said that Swami Vivekananda took
our Hindu culture and civilization to foreign countries. He gave
importance to work in his life and inspired the youth to dedicate
themselves for the country and culture. He inspired patriotism
in the hearts of the youth by propagating Hindu religion to
maintain the unity and sovereignty of India. Organization
officials Rajat, Pawan Chowkidar, Amit, Armaan, Sonu, Ravi,
Vishal, Mahavir, Sandeep Kumar, Narendra, Jagdeep Nayak
and other officials were present in the program.

Literary event on Jan 14
KULDEEP SOOD
BARNALA, JAN 12

Monthly literary event by Malwa Sahitya Sabha Barnala on
January 14 at 11 am at Punjab ITI. It is being conducted at
Handyaya Road Barnala. Giving information, the president of
the assembly Dr. Sampurna Singh Tallewalia and General
Secretary Darshan Singh Guru said that in the event a discussion
will be held on Debi Prashad Chattopadhyay's book 'Lokayat'
translated by Harcharan Singh Chahal. On which Dr. Surjit Brar
and Dr. Megha Singh will read the pamphlet. Novelist Baldev
Singh Sadaknama, Jugraj Dhaula, Dr. Sukhdev Singh Hundal
State President of Democratic Rights Sabha Haryana, Pritpal
Singh Mandi Kalan General Secretary, Ajaim Singh Tiwana
former State President of PSU, Nand Singh Mehta, Prof.
Jaswinder Singh Saini, Surjit Dodhar, Bhura Singh Mahima will
participate in the discussion, followed by a poet court.

Young man dies after being
hit by goods train

KULDEEP SOOD
BARNALA: An unidentified youth died after being hit by a
goods train between Barnala and Handiaya. Giving
information G.R.P. Harkesh Singh, ASI and investigating
officer of Chowki Barnala, said that KM between Handiyaya
and Barnala. A young man has died after being hit by a goods
train near No. 112/18-22. Who could not be identified. He
said that the age of the deceased youth is around 30-32 years.
Whose body has been kept in the mortuary of Civil Hospital
Barnala for 72 hours for identification.

Lohri Celebration with full fervour and
festivity at RBU open air theatre

SANJEEV TEJPAL
MOHALI, JAN 12

The Lohri celebration at Rayat
Bahra University's open-air
theatre was a vibrant and
culturally rich event, filled with
joy and festivity. Students took
center stage in organizing the
event, showcasing their
enthusiasm and talent. The
festivities kicked off with the
traditional lighting of the bonfire
by Gurvinder Singh
Bahra,Chancellor  Rayat Bahra
University , alongside Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Parvinder Singh,
faculty members, staff, and
students. The bonfire, a symbol
of warmth and the end of the
peak winter season, set the stage
for a lively cultural program.
The students embraced the
festive spirit by dancing around

the bonfire, with girls
performing the traditional
Punjabi dance form of Gidha,
and boys energetically engaging
in the Bhangra, all accompanied
by the rhythmic beats of drums.
Gurvinder Singh Bahra took the
opportunity to highlight the
significance of Lohri,
emphasizing its traditional
association with the harvest of

Rabi crops. Vice-Chancellor Dr.
Parvinder Singh praised the
students for their exciting and
enthusiastic performances,
acknowledging their efforts in
putting up a captivating show of
dances and songs. The girl
students' Gidha performance,
complete with special Bolis of
Lohri, added a cultural touch to
the celebration.

Guru Nanak Khalsa College
celebrates National Youth Day

RAHUL KOHLI
JAGADHRI: On behalf of
National Service Scheme
Unit and Rotaract Club of
Guru Nanak Khalsa College,
Swami Vivekananda's
birthday was celebrated as
National Youth Day in which
College Principal Dr.
Harinder Singh Kang was the
chief guest.  Starting the
program, the chief guest lit
the lamp and offered flowers
in front of the picture of
Swami Vivekananda. After
that, the Principal
congratulated everyone on
the birthday of Swami
Vivekananda and explained
in detail about the famous
statement of Swami
Vivekananda that  We have to
stand up for our goal whether

we have someone with us or
not, we have to set out for our
goal alone and do not stop
until we achieve our goal, no
matter how many difficulties
come in our way.  We have to
face them boldly and achieve
our goal.  On this occasion,
Dr. Neelam Bahl, Program
Officer of National Service
Scheme, while congratulating

and wishing everyone on the
birthday of Swami
Vivekananda Ji, said that we
have to take inspiration from
the life of Swami
Vivekananda Ji so that we can
make our lives stronger and
better.  At the same time, we
can be successful in
transforming the nation from
developing to developed. 

National Youth Day organized 

KULDEEP SOOD
BARNALA: Nehru Yuva Kendra Barnala, Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports organized the National Youth Day by the
Government of India as per the directions of District Youth Officer
Harsharan Singh N.S.S. The department celebrated with the support
of Shri Lal Bahadur Shastri Arya Mahila College Principal Dr.
Neelam Sharma as the chief guest on this occasion attended. They
offered flowers to Swami Vivekananda's statue and congratulated
everyone on National Youth Day. N.S.S. Program Officer Madam
Archana moderated the forum and gave information about Swami
Vivekananda. On this occasion, Accounts and Program Assistant
Rishiv Singla said that every year on January 12 , Swami
Vivekananda's birth day is celebrated as National Youth Day. This
year the National Youth Festival is being organized from January
12 to January 16 at Nashik , from where Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi addressed the youth of the country. 

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, JAN 12

In a significant move against
rising criminal activities
orchestrated from behind bars,
Dwarka District Police have
initiated a major crackdown
targeting notorious gangsters
imprisoned in various jails.

The operation, led by
Dwarka DCP Harshwardhan,
involves taking several
prominent criminals, including
Kala Jathedi, Neeraj Bawania,
Navin Bali, and Raju Basodi,
into police remand.

Neeraj Bawania hails from
Bawania village in Delhi, hence
the association with his name.
Neeraj is involved in cases
ranging from murder, dacoity,
robbery, and forced extortion to
threatening and instigating
people.

The move comes after
meticulous monitoring of cases

involving extortion, forced
collections, street crimes, and
collaboration among gangsters
within different jail facilities.

Dwarka DCP Harshwardhan
informed ANI that Kala Jathedi,
notorious for his involvement in

various criminal activities, was
taken into remand from Mandoli
Jail. "Kala Jathedi was taken
into remand from Mandoli Jail
yesterday, and other gangsters
have also been taken into
remand from different jails" he

said. Notably, after the murder
of Sagar Dhankad, there was a
conflict between Kala Jathedi
and Neeraj Bawania, which
prompted the police to take
action against both, aiming to
dismantle their separate groups
and curb their influence in
orchestrating criminal incidents,
including shootings in the
Dwarka District.

The interrogation of these
gangsters by Dwarka Police
aims to understand how
incarcerated criminals continue
to operate and instigate crimes
from within jail premises.

Dwarka DCP Harshvardhan
mentioned, "This operation
follows prior actions against the
Nandu gang, with a commitment
to curbing crime and ensuring
public safety."

As the investigations unfold,
the Dwarka Police are poised to
take appropriate action against
the gangsters involved. 

Delhi Police intitates crackdown on
gangsters imprisoned in jail
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THE BEST WAY TO MAKE YOUR DREAMS COME

TRUE IS TO WAKE UP. 

PAUL VALERY

REALITY IS WRONG. DREAMS ARE FOR REAL.

TUPAC SHAKUR

About six years ago, a team of scientists from the
Central Institute of Cotton Research, Nagpur,
was travelling through the countryside in Telan-

gana to pick cotton samples. It was stopped by an an-
gry, middle-aged, woman farmer. She wanted to show
the team a problem with her cotton field. The scientists
obeyed and went to her farm where green cotton bolls
were dangling from the branches of robust-looking
plants. The woman plucked a random boll and showed
the scientists that small dark holes had been drilled into
the round boll which was almost ready to burst into
white lint.

The team cracked the boll open and a beautiful,
centimetre-long pink worm twirled up, as if to say hel-
lo. It had laid eggs inside the boll and the lint — the
white cotton that the world uses so very affectionately
in fashion and everyday life — had been devoured by
the worm; the boll was hollow from within. The farmer
wanted to know from the scientists what she was sup-
posed to do as her entire farm had been devoured by
this small worm that spreads like wildfire in days and
tucks itself into the boll before it can burst into lint.

Recounting that anecdote during a freewheeling in-
terview with me the same month, one of the CICR sci-
entists on that team told me that the woman farmer had
actually alerted the country to a disaster waiting to hap-
pen with regard to this important global commodity:
cotton. This is because that small worm had announced
the beginning of the end of what was touted as India’s
biggest success story of the genetically modified cot-
ton, known as Bt cotton. The worm threatened cotton
landscapes across India with devastating consequences
for the already beleaguered growers since Bt cotton
was essentially created to repulse infestations of boll-
worm complex. If the pink worm has developed resist-
ance to Bt cotton, the Indian fabric industry has a
mega-crisis on its hands. While it was then confin-ed
to a few cotton-growing re-gions in Telangana,
Ma-ha-rashtra and Gujarat, the failure of Bt cotton and
its main objective — to internally resist bollworm at-
tack — does not bode well for the sprawling cotton
economy and the value chains that rely on it. For one,
in the past 20 years, India has done away with non-GM
cotton, both the hybrid and the straight-line desi vari-
eties. Second, we don’t have a new cotton technology
on the anvil other than the herbicide-tolerant cotton,
which has a completely different objective. The CICR
had then alerted the Indian Council of Agriculture Re-
search, the apex scientific agricultural institution of
this country, to the potential devastation that the 
return of the pink worm could cause to the vast cotton
economy. 

Torn fabric
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Editorial

Literature & Health

Human Rights Watch has released a
new report stating that the Taliban
has intensified its suppression of hu-

man rights, especially women's rights, in
Afghanistan, Afghanistan-based Khaama
Press reported.

In this report, Human Rights Watch Ex-
ecutive Director Tirana Hassan stated that
2023 was a year of widespread human rights
abuses and war crimes across the world. She
also mentioned signs of hope, indicating the
possibility of a different path. She urged the
Taliban to uphold their human rights com-
mitments.

According to the report, Afghanistan is
the only country in the world where women
are officially banned from education. It said
the Taliban has increasingly enforced repres-
sive policies in 2023, including the suppres-
sion of women's protests, the arbitrary de-
tention of women activists, the disappear-
ance of some women after detention, and
their torture and that of their family mem-
bers.

Human Rights Watch stated that the ban
on women's work has deprived many
Afghan women of their livelihoods. It con-
nected a part of Afghanistan's economic cri-
sis to the restrictions that have been placed
on women's employment, according to
Khaama Press report.

Highlighting the need for humanitarian
assistance in Afghanistan, Human Rights
Watch said nearly two-thirds of the popula-
tion requires humanitarian aid due to the
economic hardships faced by the people of
Afghanistan.

In the report, Human Rights Watch men-
tioned revenge killings and the disappear-
ance of former government officials and
Afghan security forces.

The other issues highlighted by Human
Rights Watch include the continuous sup-

pression of civil society, particularly Afghan
women, extensive censorship of the Afghan
media, and the detention of Afghan journal-
ists. According to Human Rights Watch, the
Taliban's control of Afghanistan, foreign
sanctions and several years of drought are
major factors behind increased poverty in
Afghanistan, Khaama Press reported.

Human Rights Watch said ISIS contin-
ues to carry out attacks on civilians, particu-
larly targeting the Hazara people and Shia
minority.

Meanwhile, Human Rights Watch urged
the international community to pressurise
the Taliban to stop their abuses against
women and girls. It has been over two years
since the Taliban banned girls from attend-

ing schools after sixth grade in Afghanistan
and has not taken any step towards restoring
girls' education in the country.

Since the Taliban seized power in
Afghanistan, they have issued several de-
crees imposing restrictions on women. Girls
and women in the war-torn country have no
access to education, employment, or even
public spaces.

Earlier in December, the United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in
Afghanistan, Richard Bennett, urged the Tal-
iban to lift the ban on women working in
non-governmental organisations,
Afghanistan-based Khaama Press reported.

He stressed that women are crucial to
the economy and that their contributions are

essential for the well-being and progress of
Afghan society.

In a post shared on X, Richard Bennett
stated, "One year ago #Taliban banned
women from working in NGOs. Once again
I urge the lifting of the ban. Education and
work are vital to a full and dignified life,
women are crucial for the economy and their
contributions are essential for the well-being
and progress of #Afghan society."

He made the statement while marking
the first anniversary of the Taliban's ban on
women working in non-governmental organ-
isations. 

Taliban's ban on women working in
NGOs highlights the ongoing restrictions
faced by women in Afghanistan.

Women who experience depres-
sion during or after pregnancy
are more likely to die from both

natural and unnatural causes, according
to a recent study of childbirth in Sweden
published in The British Medical Jour-
nal. The increased risk peaks in the
month following diagnosis and remains
raised for up to 18 years.

Women who develop perinatal de-
pression, which is to say depression dur-
ing pregnancy or shortly after childbirth,
are generally twice as likely to die of
natural or, as in most cases, unnatural
causes. They are six times more likely to
commit than women without this form
of depression. The increase in risk peaks
in the 30 days following diagnosis but
remains elevated for up to 18 years later.

These are the results of a large co-
hort study that used data from the
Swedish Medical Birth Register, which
effectively contains all births in Sweden

since 1973. Basing their study on
women who had live births between
2001 and 2018, the researchers com-
pared over 86,500 women diagnosed
with perinatal depression, during preg-
nancy or up to one year after childbirth,
with over 865,500 matched controls of
the same age who had given birth the
same year. "This is a cohort study, and
although it can't prove any causality, it's
the largest and most comprehensive
study in its field," says Qing Shen, affili-
ated researcher at the Institute of Envi-
ronmental Medicine, Karolinska Insti-
tutet and one of the principal authors of
the study. "I believe that our study clear-
ly shows that these women have an ele-
vated mortality risk and that this is an
extremely important issue." The risk was
highest for the women diagnosed with
postpartum depression (depression after
childbirth), corroborating the findings of
previous smaller studies. 

Perinatal depression linked
to higher risk of death

Joe Biden's son Hunter Biden pleads
not guilty to federal tax charges

US President Joe Biden's son, Hunter
Biden, pleaded not guilty on Thurs-
day (local time) to the tax fraud

charges that he faces in California for al-
legedly failing to pay more than a million
dollars in taxes, according to CNN.

In the lawsuit launched by special
counsel David Weiss, Hunter Biden made
his initial appearance on Thursday in a fed-
eral courtroom in Los Angeles.

Nine charges against Hunter Biden are
linked to a tax evasion scheme that authori-
ties claim he carried out over a number of
years while leading an opulent and occa-
sionally scandalous lifestyle, according to
CNN.

They are nothing more than a political
hit piece, according to Hunter Biden's
lawyer.

Attorney General Merrick Garland ap-
pointed David Weiss, the US attorney for
Delaware, as special counsel in August,
and he conducted a year-long investigation

that led to the accusations against Hunter
Biden.

The California court presiding over
Hunter Biden's case moved swiftly to
schedule the trial and establish the filing
and hearing deadlines following Biden's
not-guilty plea.

"I'm kind of keeping you on a tight
schedule," federal Judge Mark Scarsi said
after setting the trial in the case for June
20, 2024, and stated, "We like to move
things along," according to CNN.

The prosecutor, Leo Wise, informed the
court that much of the information in the
case had already been turned over and that
some of it would be utilised in the Califor-
nia case as well as the Delaware case, in
which Hunter Biden is accused of three
charges relating to guns

Although dates in the Delaware case
have not yet been scheduled, Hunter
Biden's attorney, Abbe Lowell, did not ob-
ject to the dates set by the judge.

POEM
Roaming Cloud

I am like a remnant of a
cloud of autumn uselessly
roaming in the sky, O my
sun ever-glorious! Thy

touch has
not yet melt-
ed my va-
por, making
me one with
thy light,
and thus I
c o u n t
months and

years separated from thee. If
this be thy wish and if this
be thy play, then take this
fleeting emptiness of mine,
paint it with colors, gild it
with gold, float it on the
wanton wind and spread it in
varied wonders.

Rabindranath Tagore

Rabindranath
Tagore

Taliban intensifies suppression
of human rights

Study finds immune system can influence behaviour
Those who are allergic to seafood

may feel quite ill just by smelling
it, increasing their proclivity to

avoid it. People who acquire food poi-
soning after eating a particular meal
exhibit the same avoidance pattern.

Scientists have long known that the
immune system has a role in human
sensitivity to allergens and diseases in
the environment, but it was unknown
whether it also played a role in produc-
ing these types of behaviours in re-
sponse to allergic stimuli.

According to a Yale-led study pub-
lished in the journal Nature, the im-
mune system plays a critical role in
modifying our behaviour.

"We find immune recognition con-
trols behaviour, specifically defensive
behaviours against toxins that are com-
municated first through antibodies and
then to our brains," said Ruslan

Medzhitov, Sterling Professor of Im-
munobiology at Yale School of Medi-
cine, investigator for the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute, and senior
author of the study.

Without immune system communi-
cation, the brain does not warn the
body about potential dangers in the en-
vironment and does not try to avoid
those threats, the study showed.

A team in the Medzhitov lab, led
by Esther Florsheim, at the time a post-
doctoral researcher at Yale and now an
assistant professor at Arizona State
University, and Nathaniel Bachtel, a
graduate student at the School of Med-
icine, studied mice that had been sensi-
tized to have allergic reactions to ova,
a protein found in chicken eggs.

As expected, these mice tended to
avoid water laced with ova, while con-
trol mice tended to prefer ova-laced

water sources. The aversion to ova-
laced water sources in sensitised mice
lasted for months, they found.

The team then examined whether
they could alter the behaviour of sensi-
tised mice by manipulating immune
system variables.

They found, for instance, that mice
allergic to ova lost their aversion to the
protein in their water if immunoglobu-
lin E (IgE) antibodies, produced by the
immune system, were blocked.

IgE antibodies trigger the release
of mast cells, a type of white blood cell
that, along with other immune system
proteins, plays a crucial role in com-
municating with areas of the brain that
control aversion behaviour.

Without IgE as an initiator, the
transmission of information was inter-
rupted, so mice no longer avoided the
allergen.



at accumulated in certain areas of the body can be Keeping the abs tight, continue inhaling and exhaling arms straight.
tough cookies, and if you’re looking to get slimmer deeply. Hold the position for five breaths; inhale and return As you exhale, bend your right knee bringing the Faround your abdomen, the only thing to do is to to start by straightening your knees. Repeat while switching thigh parallel and shin perpendicular to the floor.

exercise regularly without stressing over it. And what fits sides. 6. Plank Pose (Kumbhakasana)
the bill perfectly? Yoga to reduce belly fat! 5. Warrior Pose (Virabhadrasana) This is the most simple yet effective yoga to reduce 
Practising yoga regularly can offer several health benefits Avoid practising this yoga if you have any spinal belly fat as it focuses on the core. It strengthens and tones 
for not just the body, but for the mind and soul too. Apart ailments, heart conditions or high blood pressure, or knee the abs, along with the arms, back, shoulders, thighs, and 
from increasing flexibility and improving muscle strength pain as it is an arduous exercise. Traditionally there are 3 buttocks.
and tone, certain yoga asanas can help burn fat variations of Virabhadrasana. To start, lie flat on your tummy with palms next to 
effectively. For the first, start with standing straight with feet four your face and feet bent such that the toes are pushing the 
1. Cobra Pose (Bhujangasana) to five feet apart. ground.

Apart from helping reduce belly fat, the cobra pose Raise arms above your head and join palms. Raise the body by pushing your hands off the 
also cures digestive ailments like constipation. This asana As you exhale, turn your right foot 90 degrees ground.
is particularly great for individuals suffering from back pain outwards. Legs should be straight and wrists directly under 
and respiratory disorders. Turn the left foot 45-60 degrees inwards, to the right. shoulders. Breathe evenly; spread your fingers and press 

Lie flat on your stomach with your forehead on the Keep the right heel aligned with the left wheel arch. down your forearms and hands, keeping your chest from 
ground and palms underneath your shoulders. Next, rotate the torso to the right while keeping your collapsing.

Using the back and belly muscles, lift your body off 
Return to the starting position, and rest for some This is a standing yoga posture that helps stimulate the floor slowly while inhaling.

seconds before repeating. the circulatory and metabolic systems, thereby aiding fat Straighten your arms keeping shoulder blades 
3. Knees To Chest Pose (Apanasana) loss. The chair pose helps tone the entire body, pressed against your back.
The apanasana yoga pose offers relief from particularly working the hips, thighs, and buttocks.Stretch your neck while looking at the ceiling.

menstrual cramps and bloating as well as helps in melting Stand with your feet slightly apart.Lift your hips off the floor by a couple of inches.
fat around the stomach and lower back. This exercise also Inhale and raise arms straight overhead with palms Hold this position for 15-30 seconds and then exhale 
creates a downward energy flow, stimulating digestion and facing in and with triceps next to ears.and return to the starting position.
encouraging healthy bowel movement. Exhale and bend the knees while pushing the butt 2. Boat Pose (Navasana)

To begin, lie down on your back and inhale deeply. back.The Navasana is a popular exercise that 
Pull your knees up to your chest while exhaling. Slowly lower yourself towards the floor as you would strengthens abdominal muscles and helps develop six-
Keep shoulder blades down towards the waist. when sitting in a chair.pack abs. It is a hard exercise though, so if you're a 
Keep your face aligned with the centre of your body Let the torso lean naturally forward over the thighs.beginner, start with simple ones and pick this up later.

and tuck your chin downwards. Keep shoulders down and back.To practise, start with sitting on the floor.
Hold this pose for 10-15 seconds or till breathing Continue inhaling and exhaling deeply.Keep your legs straight in front of you with your 

becomes comfortable. Hold the position for five breaths and return to the knees bent.
Move knees side to side slowly and maximise starting position.Lean back a bit as you gradually lift your legs in the 

stretch as much as you can. To make this harder, hold the position and lower your air.
Return to the starting position as you exhale. arms to chest level as you lower your legs instead of Stretch your arms in front of you at shoulder height.
Relax for a minute and repeat, performing the asana keeping them straight overhead. Bring hands together as Engage your abdominal muscles and feel your spine 

for a minimum of six times. if joined in prayer, and twist the upper body towards the stretch.
4. Chair Pose (Utkatasana) right, bringing the left elbow to rest on the right thigh. Hold this pose for as long as you can.
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SHORT 
TALKS

ew Delhi, January 12, 2024: India Book of Records (IBR), the record-keeper of the nation 
based in Delhi NCR, has been consistently promoting daring acts while supporting talent. NSeveral activities were registered as records in the past few weeks. Some of these even 

got a mention in ABR, an associated publication.  Those individuals and organizations that rose 
to the level of fame by setting a mark in their respective fields, included Nagaraj B, MS Dhoni 
Global School, Wizdom Tree Kidz School, Jainthan Francis, Geeta Dharma Mandal, Aarogya 
Peeth, Aacharya Ram Gopal Dixit, Dr. Kirme Shankar Narayan, Vedh Acting Academy, Rotary 
Club of Mumbai Bhandup, and Devakshi Grace Mukherjee.  According to an IBR statement, 
Nagaraj B of Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu gave the longest financial lecture for 24 hours to 

assembled students 
and via YouTube LIVE 
on various topics. MS 
Dhoni Global School, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka, 
set a record by running 
297 projects under the 
theme of 17 
Sustainable 
Development Goals of 
the United Nations 
during the MSD 
EduCarnival Expo 24. 
The Wizdom Tree Kidz 
School of Pollachi, 
Coimbatore set the 
record for the 

maximum number of kids participating in the innovation of a smart bin. 
The record for writing ‘I love you’ 1000,200 times to celebrate his daughter’s first birthday was 
set by Jainthan Francis, a doting father from Secunderabad. Geeta Dharma Mandal of 
Maharashtra, set the record for 10,697 people reciting Bhagavad Gita at a single venue. The 
record for the maximum number of neurotherapists treating patients together at a single venue 
was set by Aarogya Peeth, Delhi, during the Wellness Neurotherapy Global Summit organized 
by Aacharya Ram Gopal Dixit. Dr. Kirme Shankar Narayan of Chandrapur, Maharashtra set the 
record for the maximum number of people treated by ayurvedic hair regrowth medicine. 

Kia introduces new Sonet with Adas at a special 
Introductory price starting Inr 7.99 lakhs

mbala/Karnal: Kia, India's leading premium carmaker, has introduced its most 
premium Compact SUV - the New Sonet, at a special introductory price starting Afrom INR 7.99 Lakhs (Ex-showroom) nationwide. Unveiled in December 2023, 

this latest iteration of Kia's second best-selling innovation boasts 25 safety features, 
including an outstanding ADAS with 10 autonomous features and a robust 15 Hi-Safety 
features. The vehicle hosts over 70 Connected car features including ‘Find My Car with 
SVM’, which gives a surround view of car’s vicinity and Hinglish commands to make 
Sonet the most comfortable drive. The New Sonet offers a diverse range of driving 
experiences with its availability in 19 different variants, including the 5 Diesel Manual 
variants starting from INR 9.79 lakhs. Segment-best ADAS Level 1, featuring 10 
autonomous functions, is accessible in the top-of-the-line variants for both diesel and 
petrol engines. The GT Line and X-Line variants in Petrol costs INR 14.50 and 14.69 
Lakhs and the Diesel costs 15.50 and 15.69 Lakhs, respectively.
The new muscular and sportier Sonet retains its distinctive road presence with an 
upright body style. Packed with 10 autonomous features, like Front Collision-Avoidance 
Assist (FCA), Leading Vehicle Departure Alert (LVDA), and Lane Following Assist 
(LFA), among others, the latest iteration of the popular compact SUV deeply resonates 
with the personality of modern Indian customers. Enabling a safer driving experience, it 
also boasts Robust 15 Hi-Safety features standard across the variants, consisting of 6 
Airbags, Electronic Stability Control (ESC), and Vehicle Stability Management (VSM), 
to name a few. With this introduction in Sonet, Kia has made 6 Airbags standard across 
its product portfolio. 

handigarh: A magnificent century from Suyash 
Pradbhudessai (124) helped host Goa to lay a Cstrong foundation of 267/3 against UT boys on the 

opening day of the Ranji Trophy match being played at 
Porvorim on Friday. Goa won the toss and opted to bat 
first. Arpit Singh gave the first success to the visitors by 
dismissing Ishaan Gadekar (45) with 79 on the board. 
Later, Siddharth and Suyash improved the team's score 
149 runs partnership. Rajangad separated the duo by 
dismissing Siddharth (77) at the team score of 228/2. 
Thereafter, Snehal Kauthankar (6) went cheaply reducing 
the side at 250/3. Snehal was dismissed by Jagjit Singh 
Sandhu. By the end of the day, unbeaten batters - Suyyash 
scored 124 runs while RA Tripathi added 12 runs before 
the stumps were drawn. 

anchkula:  A tricity based Non-Governmental whose families  cannot afford to pay their  college fee.”
Organisation(NGO), Shree Shyam Karuna Richa Setia, Principal, Government Post Graduate PFoundation, has provided financial assistance for  College for Women, Sector-14, Panchkula said, "In 

underprivileged girl students studying at  Government addition to refunding the students' fees, Rungta ji has 
Post Graduate College for Women, Sector 14, assured to provide funds for skill enhancement training 
Panchkula.  The needy girl students have received the for the girls to make them self-reliant.  In the next 

semester , we are planning to arrange  
a bakery workshop for making the 
girls' skilled in this art. A 'cooking 
class' will also be held. Moreover a 
'kitchen gardening competition' and a 
'posture training workshop' will  be 
organised with the financial help 
extended to the college by Shree 
Shyam Karuna Foundation. Advanced 
computer classes are also being held 
with Rungta ji's support."
It is pertinent to state that   the college 
had organised an entrepreneurship 
mela named 'Tana Bana' recently 

financial aid  under  which the fee of many students  has which was planned and managed by the girl students . 
been refunded to the college by the charitable In this also when Amitabh Rungta came to know that the 
foundation. college was running short of funds for the food court 
Speaking about the initiative , Amitabh Rungta, Founder tent , he had funded an amount to meet  the food court  
of Shree Shyam Karuna Foundation said, “We firmly tent expenses. It’s also imperative to mention that the 
believe that education is the most powerful means NGO organizes a ‘Bhandara’, or community kitchen, to 
which can change society. Therefore, in this endeavor, feed thousands of needy and poor people at Industrial 
our NGO has  provided financial help to girl students Area Phase 1, Panchkula every week.

Shree Shyam Karuna Foundation provides
financial assistance to needy girl students

HANDIGARH: iQOO is all set to offer some great offers during 
Amazon's Great Republic Day Sale 2024 on iQOO's top rated Csmartphones like  Z7s, Z7 Pro, Neo 7 Pro, iQOO 12, Neo 7. 

Amazon prime members can enjoy early access from 13th January, 12AM, 
while the main sale will go live from 13th January, 12PM and will end on 
18th January, 11:59PM.

These iQOO 
smartphones have 
received a resoundingly 
positive response from 
customers, making them 
the top-selling/rated 5G 
smartphones on Amazon 
on the day of the sale. 
This accomplishment 
demonstrates the brand's 
unwavering commitment 
to giving its Indian 
customers the finest in 
technology and 
innovation.
iQOO Z7 Pro, a 
#FullyLoaded Phone that 
is powered by the 
MediaTek Dimensity 

7200 5G Mobile Platform. The smartphone provides peak performance 
scores as compared to the other processors in the segment, along with the 
highest AnTuTu score of 728K+, making it one of the fastest in the segment. 
iQOO Z7 Pro is equipped with 64 MP AURA Light OIS Camera and 
presents the industry's slimmest design, measuring a mere 7.36mm in 
thickness with a 3D Curved 120Hz AMOLED Display.

isar, 12 January 2024: EaseMyTrip.com, 
one of India’s second largest online travel Htech platform has launched its new 

subsidiary, EaseMyTrip Insurance Broker Private 
Limited. This is a strategic move by the company 
to diversify its service portfolio and tap into the 
insurance market by creating a specialized 
product to solve customer needs. The new 
venture is expected to solidify EaseMyTrip's 
position in the industry and cater to an INR 7.9 
trillion market with EaseMyTrip’s own 20 Million 
userbase. India is the fifth largest life insurance 
market in the world's emerging insurance 
markets, growing at a rate of 32-34% each year. 
The Indian Insurance market is expected to reach 
US$ 200 billion by 2027. The subsidiary is a 
testament to the brand’s unwavering commitment 
towards increased customer satisfaction and 
offerings. By entering into the insurance 
brokerage domain, the company aims to not only 
enhance its service portfolio but also set up new 
avenues to increase business operations and 
revenue.
EaseMyTrip Insurance Broker Private Limited has 
been incorporated as a distinct entity under the 
umbrella brand. Mr. Nishant Pitti, the esteemed 
promoter of ETPL, assumes the role of Director in 
the newly formed subsidiary. His leadership and 
expertise will play a pivotal role in guiding the 
company towards success in the insurance 
sector. Mr. Nishant Pitti, CEO and Co-Founder, 
EaseMyTrip, expresses his enthusiasm about the 
venture, stating, "We are elated to announce the 
launch of EaseMyTrip Insurance Broker Private 
Limited. This new subsidiary is a major step 
forward for us as we diversify our services and 
enter the insurance market. 

EaseMyTrip Insurance Broker 
Private Limited launched

URUGRAM : On June 2, 2023, ranging from immediate relief 
a catastrophic collision provisions to comprehensive support, Ginvolving the Coromandel to aid in their recovery journey.”

Express and two trains at Odisha’s Commenting on the collaboration, 
Bahanaga Bazar railway station Sarang Bobade, CEO & Co-Founder at 
resulted in devastating consequences, Donatekart, said, "The collaboration 
claiming nearly 300 lives and leaving with Swasti exemplifies our belief in 
over 1,200 individuals injured. In the collective strength of communities 
response to this tragic event, coming together to effect real change. 
Donatekart, a social enterprise We're committed to fostering a culture 
facilitating essential supply donations of transparent, impactful giving, 
instead of monetary contributions, channeling resources directly to where 
teamed up with, Swasti, The Health they're needed most, ensuring hope 
Catalyst, a leading public health non- and support reach those in their most 
profit organization dedicated to vulnerable moments."
advancing the health and well-being of Nagendra Babu, Program Manager, 
marginalized and vulnerable groups, to Donatekart, says “Together with 
provide critical support to survivors Swasti, we aim to continue our support 
directly impacted by the disaster. to aid in the long-term recovery of 
Bhoopathy Pandarinathan, National survivors. Recognizing the urgency of 
Social Protection Co-ordinator, Swasti the situation, we promptly activated 
Health Catalyst, says, “We at Swasti the relief program with Swasti as an 
are committed to ensuring the health implementation partner alongside 
and well-being of communities, trusted on-ground NGO associates. 
especially during times of crisis. Employing a two-pronged strategy, the 
Collaborating with Donatekart allowed initial focus centered on delivering 
us to swiftly respond to the urgent immediate emergency relief 
needs of survivors affected by the provisions, including shelter kits, 
Balasore train disaster. Our focus has medicine supplies, and hygiene 
been to provide tailored assistance, essentials.” 

EaseMyTrip Unveils New Subsidiary
HANDIGARH: EaseMyTrip.com launched its new subsidiary, EaseMyTrip Insurance Broker 
Private Limited. This is a strategic move by the company to diversify its service portfolio and tap Cinto the insurance market by creating a specialized product to solve customer needs. The new 

venture is expected to solidify EaseMyTrip's position in the industry and cater to an INR 7.9 trillion market 
with EaseMyTrip's own 20 Million userbase. India is the fifth largest life insurance market in the world's 
emerging insurance markets, growing at a rate of 32-34% each year. The Indian Insurance market is 
expected to reach US$ 200 billion by 2027. The subsidiary is a testament to the brand's unwavering 
commitment towards increased customer satisfaction and offerings. By entering into the insurance 
brokerage domain, the company aims to not only enhance its service portfolio but also set up new 
avenues to increase business operations and revenue. EaseMyTrip Insurance Broker Private Limited has 
been incorporated as a distinct entity under the umbrella brand. Mr. Nishant Pitti, the esteemed promoter 
of ETPL, assumes the role of Director in the newly formed subsidiary. His leadership and expertise will 
play a pivotal role in guiding the company towards success in the insurance sector.

IBM collaborates with the 
Commissionerate of Technical 
Education 
CHANDIGARH: IBM (NYSE: IBM) and the Commissionerate 
of Technical Education (CTE Gujarat) of the Government of 
Gujarat, today entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to bolster technical and professional education in 
Gujarat. Under this collaboration, the focus will be on 
leveraging IBM SkillsBuild, to empower learners in Gujarat 
with essential skills in emerging technologies like AI (including 
generative AI), cybersecurity, hybrid cloud and workplace skills 
for professional development. Speaking about the 
collaboration with IBM, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Union 
Minister of Education and Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship said, “Driven by the Government of Gujarat's 
commitment to fostering opportunities and nurturing a dynamic 
workforce, Gujarat has emerged as a leader not only in 
business and entrepreneurship but also in the educational 
landscape. Collaborations, such as the one with IBM, will 
further enhance the state's technical education excellence, 
crucial in shaping a skilled future-ready workforce in emerging 
technologies like AI and hybrid cloud. Under Prime Minister 
Shri Narendra Modi's visionary leadership, the synergy 
between education and skilling is set to position India as a 
Vishwa Guru, evolving into a hub of knowledge and a leading 
skilling destination.” 

iQOO Announces Attractive Offers Usha International launched a
 new range of Oil Filled Radiators  

Bahga’s Book Captures
essence of Indian Architecture

handigarh, January 12, 2024: After putting in 40 years of experience in architecture, eminent 
architect Surinder Bahga, has come up with his book, “Form Follows Roots – Architecture for CIndia 1985 – 2021”. Edited by Turkey-based Architectural Historian Dr Ebru ÖzekeTökmeci, the 

book is an insight into contemporary architecture of India from 1985 to 2021 including Bahga’s own 
work. The book, on which architect Bahga has worked for 23 years, was released here today at the 
Chandigarh Press Club, by reputed architect SD Sharma in the presence of many eminent architects, 

authors and other 
prominent personalities 
of Chandigarh.
The book has been 
published by White 
Falcon Publishing while 
Foreword has been 
written by well-known 
author Prof Robert 
Harbison from London. 
This book is supported 
by the Indian Council of 
Architecture and has 
been recommended in 
all Architecture Colleges 

in the country already. Bahga while speaking about the book said, “India’s post-independence modern 
architecture is well documented in various books uptill 1985 mainly focusing on works for the elite class 
not forming the true representation of Indian middle class and economically weaker section of the 
society.” He further said, “This publication is an endeavour to cover works of small cities, towns and 
villages which require a different kind of tackling altogether, as skilled manpower and machinery are not 
easily available at such places. The main body of work highlights projects catering to the lower and 
middle income groups, barring some exceptions of prestigious projects. Current issues from the field of 
architecture have been addressed in the book by quoting practical examples.” Book also discusses the 
controversies of Tata Towers behind Chandigarh Capitol Complex and merger of Chandigarh College of 
Architecture with Punjab Engineering College. 

Poetry collection 'Man Nirjhar' to 
be released on January 14

anchkula 12 January 2024: The release of the 
published poetry collection ‘Man Nirjhar’ of famous Plitterateur Dr. Vinod Kumar Sharma will be organized in 

Panchkula under the aegis of Samvad Sahitya Manch. This is 
the fourth poetry collection of Dr. Vinod Sharma. It has been 
expressed in these poems that the human mind bursts forth as 
an independent stream like a spring. We can imprison a man's 
body but not his mind. Whatever he experiences, that comes 
out in the form of a stream of emotions. 57 poems have been 
compiled in this poetry collection. The poems included in this 
poetry collection point towards the burning problems of the 
society and also present their solutions. He has dedicated this 
book with reverence to Dr. Indra Rani Rao, a well-known 
researcher-critic and dedicated professor-editor, engaged in 
diverse literary practices, a thoughtful and sensitive poetess. 
Shrirao Vijay Prakash Singh ji, KK Sharda, NRI Sudarshan 
Garg, Rajesh Sharma, Raj Vij and Anju Moudgil will be 
specially present on this program. Litterates Prem Vij, Dr. 
Anish Garg, Sushil Hasrat Narelvi, Balkrishna Gupta, RK 
Bhagat, Vimla Guglani, Santosh Garg, Annurani Sharma, 
Neelam Trikha have been invited on the occasion of this 
release ceremony.

 POCO X6 Series Breaks Boundaries With
 Its Power-Packed Performance 

handigarh : In an impressive start to the X6 series carries forward this legacy, embodying our 
year, POCO, a leading consumer relentless pursuit of excellence and our promise to deliver Ctechnology brand, introduced the X6 exceptional value. We are thrilled to bring this latest 

series in India. With its debut in the country, the addition to our X series line up, empowering our users 
POCO X6 series, featuring the POCO X6 and with cutting-edge features and an unparalleled 
POCO X6 Pro, aims to set new standards in smartphone experience." 
performance within the Indian smartphone POCO X6 Pro: POCO X6 Pro marks the India debut of 
market. the MediaTek Dimensity 8300-Ultra SoC with an AnTuTu 
Sharing his excitement on the launch, score of 1.4 Million+. This chipset is built on a 4nm 
Himanshu Tandon, Country Head, POCO India process technology, ensuring efficient performance and 
said, "The X series has always been the anchor power management. To ensure efficient heat dissipation 
of our brand, representing our commitment to during charging and heavy usage, POCO X6 Pro 
pushing boundaries and introducing ground- incorporates a 5000mm² VC Cooling system made of 
breaking innovations. With each new X series stainless steel. POCO X6 Pro boasts the brand's most 
smartphone, we have strived to bring many immersive display yet- the stunning 6.67-inch AMOLED 
'firsts' to the market, setting new benchmarks in display with 68.7 Billion+ colors, providing an immersive 
technology and user experience. The POCO viewing experience. 

handigarh : OPPO India has launched the latest edition of its Reno series, 
the Reno11 Pro 5G and Reno11 5G. Both devices pack OPPO’s Cproprietary technologies such as the HyperTone Image Engine for 

detailed nuanced photographs, BHE (Battery Health Engine) for batteries that last 
over four years, SUPERVOOCTM for safe and fast charging, as well as the 
Trinity Engine, designed to run nearly 30 apps in the background without any lags 
and hiccups. The Reno11 Pro 5G, priced at INR 39,999, will be available for sale 
from January 18th, 2024, while the Reno11 5G—available from January 25th 
2024 in two storage variants—will retail at INR 29,999 (128GB) and INR 31,999 
(256GB) respectively. All these smartphones will be available on  Flipkart, the 
OPPO e-Store, and across mainline retail outlets.
Built for Photography The Reno 11 Series features OPPO’s cutting-edge 
HyperTone Image Engine that uses deep pixel fusion to process lossless photos 
in the RAW domain. As a result, images are rendered with sharp details, accurate 
colours, and with an extended dynamic range for a perfect balance between light 
and shadows. OPPO’s Tone Mapping Control algorithm optimises lighting, 
colouring, and texture to cater specifically to Indian skin tones in portrait photos. 
The upgraded processing algorithms excel in capturing detailed images in 
various settings, including low-light environments. The integration of features like 
OIS and omnidirectional PDAF ensures stability and clarity in action shots.

OPPO unveils Reno11 Series; Redefines smartphone
 photography with its cutting-edge technologies

Coca-Cola Makes Strategic Business 
Transfers in India, One of its
Largest Growth Markets    

Donatekart and Swasti, The Health Catalyst’s Collaborative Efforts
 Bring Relief to Thousands Affected by Balasore Train Disaster

India Book of Records supports 
talent and daring acts

HANDIGARH: The new range of Usha's Oil-Filled Radiators 
is designed to provide the most comfortable experience by Cheating the room efficiently.  Equipped with an electronic 

feather-touch control panel with digital display and remote control, 
the new range of OFRs (Oil Filled Radiators) feature three heating 

positions from low 
to high, a 400W 
PTC fan heater, 
and "S" shape fins 
for efficient 
warmth across the 
room.
Additionally, the 
range comes with 
a preset timer that 
gives you the 
option of setting a 
timer for 1 hour to 
24 hours, 
temperature 
setting ranges 
from 5 degrees to 
35 degrees 
Celsius, an eco-

function that puts the heater on energy saving mode, inbuild tip-
over safety switch, child safety lock, and a cord winder that helps 
with easy storage. The new range of OFRS is ISI marked and 
comes with 2 years of warranty.

Chandigarh lost to Assam by four 
wickets in Women's ODI tournament

handigarh, Assam beat UT girls by four wickets in the 
Seniors ODI tournament being played at Puducherry. CChandigarh won the toss and elected to bat first 

followed by a prolific batting by unbeaten Shivi Pandey (88). 
Team posted 183/3 in stipulated fifty overs. Skipper Aaradhana 
Bisht contributed 49 runs while Shivangi added 36 runs. In 
reply,  Chandigarh’s bowlers dominated the inning  initially and 
reduced the opposition  to 120/6 at one stage. But the 65-run 
partnership of Ruhina Pegu (43) and Jintimani Kalita (41) 
steered Assam to win in the 49th over. Priyanka Guleria (2/38) 
and Rajni Devi (2/41) took two wickets each.

Suyyash's ton helped Goa to 
pile 267/3 against Chandigarh

Amazon.in announces Great Republic Day Sale from January 13 – 18, 2024
HANDIGARH: Amazon India announces its much anticipated Day sale, customers can look forward to great value offers from brands 
‘Great Republic Day Sale’ from January 13 until January 18, such as Redmi Smartphones, Intel Laptops, Cadbury's, Lakme, Loreal, C2024, with Prime members getting 12 hours early access Pampers, Dove, Vaseline, Garnier, Maybelline, Televisions from TCL & 

starting January 13 at 12:00AM till 11:59AM. Customers can shop from Samsung, Large Appliances from LG, among others.
millions of products offered by sellers including artisans & weavers, Make Shopping Fun with Amazon Live: Discover deals with celebrities 
women entrepreneurs, start-ups, brands, and local neighborhood stores and technology enthusiasts including Ranvijay, Vineet Malhotra, Rajiv 
across categories including Smartphones, Consumer Electronics, Makhni, Techno Ruhez, and Trakin Tech among others and chat with 
Grocery, Fashion & Beauty essentials, Home & Kitchen, Large them to make informed decisions about your purchase.
Appliances, TVs and more. Here are some products customers can choose from on Amazon.in 
As a part of festive celebrations Amazon.in announced ‘Great Republic Great Republic Day Sale with offers and deals from seller. Check out all 
Day Sale’ co-powered by Redmi Note 13 5G. During the Great Republic the offers here.

MobiKwik Partners with Adani One to
Offer Exclusive Discounts on Travel 

HANDIGARH: As the tourism splurge continues 
beyond new year, are you looking for the ultimate Cdeal for getaways or to visit loved ones? Look no 

further! ONE MOBIKWIK SYSTEMS LIMITED (MobiKwik), a 
fintech company, has partnered with the Adani Group’s 
travel booking app, Adani One, to offer exclusive deals on 
flight tickets and duty-free products. Users can now enjoy: 
Instant discount on flight bookings: With the MobiKwik 
Wallet, you will get a discount of Rs. 500 on flight bookings 
on Adani One. Use code: ONEMBK on the merchant 
payment page to grab the offer (terms and conditions apply). 
Instant discount on duty-free products: Elevate your pre-
flight experience with a flat discount of Rs. 250 at duty-free 
via Adani One when you pay with MobiKwik Wallet Use 
code: MBKDUTY on merchant payment page to avail the 
offer (terms and conditions apply). Speaking about the 
partnership, Bipin Preet Singh, Co-founder and CEO of 
MobiKwik, said, “We are excited to share our new 
partnership with the Adani One app, bringing together the 
ease of effortless payments and a seamless travel booking 
experience. Our goal is to elevate the customer experience 
as people gear to travel. India’s youthful explorers are 
known for their spontaneity, and we are dedicated to 
ensuring that financial constraints never hinder anyone’s 
plans.” 

Tata Passenger Electric Mobility commences 
production at its state-of-the-art new facility 

HANDIGARH/LUDHIANA: Tata Passenger Electric Mobility Ltd. level to accommodate a wide range of existing products and future new 
(TPEM), a subsidiary of Tata Motors, India’s leading automobile models to come. I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Government of Ccompany, today announced the start of production of passenger Gujarat for its wholesome support and our employees without whom this 

vehicles from its new factory in Sanand, Gujarat. accomplishment would not have been possible. I 
This event marks a significant milestone for the am confident that this facility will play a pivotal 
company and was celebrated with the roll-out of role in steering Tata Motors, especially TPEM, 
the first Tata branded car from this world class towards achieving newer feats.”He further 
facility, in the presence of TPEM Managing added,” Tata Motors Passenger & Electric 
Director, Shailesh Chandra and the leadership Vehicles business has delivered market beating 
team from the Passenger and Electric vehicles growth over the last few years. We have strong 
businesses.  Commenting on this momentous plans to sustain this momentum, with our robust 
occasion, Shailesh Chandra, Managing Director, pipeline of future ready “New Forever” products 
Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles Limited & Tata and proactive investments in electric vehicles. 
Passenger Electric Mobility Limited said, With existing capacities near saturation, this new 
“Witnessing the first car roll out of the new facility will unlock an additional state-of-the-art 
TPEM facility in Sanand is a proud moment for us. We have successfully manufacturing capacity of 300,000 units per annum which is scalable to 
retooled the factory in the shortest span of 12 months, taking it to new 420,000 units per annum.” 

Yoga asanas to reduce belly fat

HANDIGARH/LUDHIANA Hindustan 
Coca-Cola Beverages Pvt. Ltd (HCCB), Ca subsidiary of The Coca-Cola 

Company, today announced the transfer of 
bottling operations in three territories. The 
Rajasthan market will be owned and operated 
by Kandhari Global Beverages (which 
comprises Enrich Agro Food Products Pvt. Ltd. 
and Kandhari Beverages Pvt. Ltd.). They are 
currently operating in parts of Delhi, Himachal 
Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, Chandigarh, 
Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh. The Bihar market 
will be owned and operated by SLMG 
Beverages Pvt. Ltd.. They are currently 
operating Uttarakhand, parts of Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, and Bihar.The North-East 
market and select areas of West Bengal will 
be owned and operated by Moon Beverages 
Pvt. Ltd.. They are currently operating parts of 
Delhi and Uttar Pradesh. “This business 
transfer marks a significant decision for 
Hindustan Coca-Cola Beverages,” said Juan 
Pablo Rodriguez, CEO, HCCB India. “It 
ensures the right level of investments can be 
undertaken in all parts of the business, while 
bringing both scale and contiguity to the 
business.  We are in the long-term growth 
prospects of our beverages business in India 
and believe this move will help accelerate the 
Coca-Cola system, enabling us to win in the 
market and provide greater value to local 
communities.” 

Godrej & Boyce strengthens market 
presence in North India contributing 
26% of its material handling business

handigarh : Godrej & Boyce, the flagship company of 
the Godrej Group, is making significant strides in Cexpanding its footprint and market share in North India, 

with a special focus on the Chandigarh region. The 
Chandigarh branch of Godrej Material Handling, responsible 
for covering Jammu & Kashmir, Leh & Ladakh, Himachal 
Pradesh, Punjab, and parts of Haryana, has been on an 
impressive growth trajectory. With a robust CAGR of over 15% 
since FY22, the branch is poised to achieve revenues of more 
than INR 50 crores in FY24.
Chandigarh branch plays a vital role in Godrej Material 
Handling's North region, contributing 6-7% of the total MHE 
business, and the North region as a whole accounts for 26% 
of the company's business. Recently, Godrej Material Handling 
also announced the inauguration of a state-of-the-art 
dealership in Ludhiana, represented by its trusted partner, 
Viren Engineers. Ludhiana has emerged as a prominent 
destination for businesses looking to establish warehousing 
facilities. North-India has attracted significant investments in 
various sectors including food processing, auto-ancillaries, 
pharmaceuticals, renewable energy, animal feed, and 
horticulture. Godrej Material Handling has been working with 
these companies to provide indigenous intralogistics solutions 
to help them with efficient and productive solutions to handle 
material to reduce the overall cost of intralogistics. Companies 
like Tata Steel, Jindal Steel, and Tafe are also making 
investments. Commenting on this, Anil Lingayat, Executive 
Vice President & Business Head, Godrej Material Handling, 
Godrej & Boyce, “North is a key market for us owing to its 
rapid industrial expansion and development. 

Near Protocol Crops Work Force Marking 
2024’s First Layoff in Web3: Details

he first two weeks of 2024 saw major upheaval with the 
excitement around the approval of BTC ETFs in the US. TThe market volatility seems to be cooling off now that 

the ETFs have been approved – but regardless, a fresh 
setback has hit the crypto sector. The Near Foundation has 
decided to lay off 40 percent of its work force as part of an 
internal restructuring. A non-profit organisation based in Zug, 
Switzerland, the Near Foundation manages open-source 
Web3 projects based on the NEAR Protocol blockchain.
In an announcement made on January 11, Near Protocol said 
it was letting go of 35 employees from its marketing, business 
development, and community teams.
Explaining its decision, the foundation said, “with the NEAR 
Foundation Council (NFC), we've conducted a thorough 
review of the Foundation's activities. During this process, we 
heard feedback that the Foundation has not always been as 
effective as it could be, sometimes moving too slowly and 
trying to do too many things at once.”
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Lecture organized under
Employment Cell in Govt
College, Matak Majri

MAINPAL KASHYAP
INDRI: A detailed lecture was organized under
the aegis of Employment Cell in Government
College Matak Majri Indri. On this occasion, Dr.
Jitendra Mor  from Government College
Bastali (Karnal) was the main speaker. He has
35 years of educational experience. He
informed the children about important points
related to sound pronunciation in English. He
also explained that teaching pronunciation was
integral to effective communication. Students
need to know why sounds are important and
how they can impact when communicating, he
says. Both reception and production of sound
were equally important. With this, the function
of five-day was concluded. In the end, Dr.
Suresh thanked Dr. Jitendra Mor, the staff
members present and all the students. 

Bhandara organized on death
anniversary of Guru Maharaj
Janardan Das

NARESH GARG
LADWA: A huge Bhandara was organized on
the 18th death anniversary of Guru Maharaj
Janardan Das ji at the Shiv temple located in
Badarpur village of Ladwa. In which social
worker Sandeep Garg participated as the
chief guest and inaugurated the
Bhandara.Temple priest Shiv Kumar said that
every year on January 12, the death
anniversary of Guru Maharaj Janardan Das is
celebrated in the temple premises and Havan
Yagya and Bhandara are organized.

Govt should reduce rate
of urea: Mewa Singh

NARESH GARG
LADWA: Local  MLA Mewa Singh said that
BJP government is going and the
Congress party government is coming.He
said that  government has harassed the
farmers and left them alone. It  has
reduced the weight of urea bags from 50 to
40 kg. But its rate has not been reduced
due to which farmers are suffering huge
losses. He said that now the time has
come for the BJP government to leave the
state and the time for the Congress
government to come has begun. He said
that now the people of the state are fed up
with the present government and will soon
work to send them out of the state.

National Youth Day organized
at Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri Arya
Mahila College Barnala

KARANPREET KARAN
BARNALA: National Youth Day was
organized by NSS Department and Nehru
Yuva Kendra Barnala, Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports in Shri Lal Bahadur
Shastri Arya Mahila College Barnala,
Principal Dr. Neelam Sharma said that
National Youth Day was organized by NSS
Department. Principal madam offered
flowers on Swami Vivekananda's picture
and congratulated everyone on National
Youth Day. NSS Program Officer Madam
Archana moderated the forum and gave
information about Swami Vivekananda.

Blood donation camp organized on National Youth Day
DALBIR MALIK
KURUKSHETRA: On Friday, on the occasion of National Youth Day, a blood donation camp
was organized by Balkulam Educational Institute, Kurukshetra Unit on Swami Vivekananda
Jayanti. On this occasion, the coordinator of the program, Dr. Prashant Sharma (Lecturer
English, PM Shri Government Senior Secondary School, Jathlana Yamunanagar) told that
Swami Vivekananda was the ideal of all of them especially for the youth. He called upon to get
up, wake up and work hard until their goal was achieved. It was a great privilege for all of them
to perform a noble act like blood donation on the occasion of the birthday of such a great man.
Giving a special speech on this occasion, Ashok Rosha, Nominated Member, Kurukshetra
Development Board, said that the life philosophy of Swami Vivekananda and the ideals for which he lived and worked
could be a great source of inspiration for the Indian youth. There was no greater work than donating blood. On this
occasion, State Co-Coordinator of BJP Intellectual Cell, Dr. Rishipal Mathana said that Swami Vivekananda introduced
the western world to Hinduism and Indian spirituality.

NEWS

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, JAN 12

Haryana Home and Health
Minister Anil Vij said that a
grand "Shriram Yatra" will be
organized in Ambala
Cantonment on January 14th,
aligning with the consecration
of the idol in Lord Shriram
Temple in Ayodhya. The
preparations for this yatra were
discussed in a meeting chaired
by Home Minister Sh. Anil Vij
at his residence in Ambala
today. Home Minister Anil Vij
outlined the route of the yatra,
starting from Subhash Park at 11
AM on January 14th, passing
through key markets in Ambala
Cantonment, and culminating
back at Subhash Park. Devotees
will sing hymns praising Lord
Rama during the yatra.All
sections of the society are
invited to participate in the
yatra, and responsibilities
related to the organization were
delegated during the meeting.
Home Minister Anil Vij also

said that the illumination of
homes and markets with lamps
and lights on January 22nd, to
marking the occasion of the
consecration in the Shriram
Temple.A special train from
Ambala Cantonment to Ayodhya

is planned to facilitate devotees
visiting the Shriram Temple,
with discussions underway with
the railway authorities for
finalizing the date of the special
train, he added. 

BJP leaders were present

during the meeting, including
Rajiv Gupta Dimple, Kiranpal
Chauhan, Vijendra Chauhan, BS
Bindra, Sanjeev Soni, Shyam
Sundar Arora, Fakirchand Saini,
Ram Babu Yadav and Narendra
Rana.

SNEH CHOPRA
KARNAL, JAN 12

Chief Minister Manohar Lal
will be on his stay in Karnal on
January 13 (Saturday) and will
participate in various programs
during this period. Before the
CM arrival the Deputy
Commissioner Anish Yadav
visited the venue with a team
of officials and took stock of
the arrangements and gave
necessary directions to the
officials. Deputy
Commissioner told during the
tour that on January 13, Chief
Minister Manohar Lal would
first have a direct public
dialogue with the people and
listen to their problems in a

program organized in the
premises of Shri Ram Charit
Manas Senior Secondary
School located in Ward No. 1
Basant Vihar. After this, the
Chief Minister would reach
Zarifabad village of Karnal
Assembly constituency and
would also hold public
dialogue with the people there.
On this occasion,
Superintendent of Police
Shashank Kumar Sawan, SDM
Karnal Anubhav Mehta, Joint
Commissioner of Municipal
Corporation Aditi, former
Municipal Councilor of Ward
No. 1 Naveen Kumar,
Sarpanch representative of
Zarifabad village Praveen
Sharma were present.

‘Shriram Yatra’ will be organized with great
enthusiasm on Jan 14 in Ambala Cantt: Vij

Employees will answer govt
with votes: Kitab Singh

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: An urgent meeting of the Joint Action Committee
of retired employees was held at Manav Seva Sangh Hall,
Karnal on Friday. While giving information to the journalists
about the decisions taken in the meeting, State General
Secretary of the organization, Kulbhushan Sharma said that in
the meeting, the government's behavior was criticized due to
its neglectful attitude towards the demands of the retired
employees and the employees were angry.  Stating the above
allegation, Joint Action Committee's Executive Convenor
Kitab Singh Bhanwala said that the government wanted to do
its politics by tearing the employees apart in the name of
cashless, which would not be tolerated at any cost.

Cong will start ‘Ghar-Ghar
Congress, Har Ghar Congress’

campaign from Jan 15

DARSHAN SHARMA
NILOKHERI: ‘Ghar-Ghar Congress, Har Ghar
Congress’ campaign will be started in Haryana from
January 15 and in this series, this campaign will be
started in Nilokheri also. PCC Delegate Professor
Rajesh Vaidya while addressing his supporters at his
office said this. Vaidya said that on the call of Haryana
Pradesh Congress Committee, Har Ghar Congress
Ghar Ghar Congress campaign was being started from
January 15 with the aim of reaching every house to
aware the people about the policies of Congress and
the failures of the present government. Before this,
public rallies were being held continuously by the
party, which were getting tremendous support from the
public. Now one to one communication would be
established with the voters through 'Har Ghar
Congress' campaign. The workers would tell the public
how Congress was known for keeping its promises
while BJP was known for breaking promises. 

Indian Farmers Union Tikait
Group meeting held

PREETI RANI
SADHAURA: A meeting of the Indian Farmers Union Tikait
Group was held in the leadership of Janak Raj Pando and
Satpal Mankapur, Jasbir Numberdar Pando, in the village of
Shyampur, Noshahra, Fazilpur. The main discussions of the
meeting were that on January 26, 2024, a tractor parade will
be organized at the district headquarters in Yamunanagar, and
discussions were held to strengthen the union. Therefore, all
farmers are urged to bring as many tractors as possible.A plea
has been made to the farmers of Sadhaura block regarding the
tractor parade on January 26, 2024, at Jagadhri Grain Market.
A meeting at the block level will be held at the Rest House in
Sadhaura at 12:00 PM on January 21, 2024. Present at the
meeting were individuals such as Jasbir Sarpanch Shyampur,
Sanju Shyampur Block Secretary, Rafi Fazilpur, Akram,
Kuldeep, Gurmil, Ramkumar, Jagmal Singh, and others.

Congress always opposed Ram
Mandir construction: Kanwar Pal
RAHUL KOHLI
J A G A D H R I : H a r y a n a
Cabinet Minister Kanwar Pal
Gurjar, while giving his
reaction on the rejection of
Shri Ram Mandir Pran
Pratistha invitation by the top
leadership of the Congress
and the statements being
made by the Congress
leaders, said that the innate
attitude of the Congress is of this type and earlier the
Congress had said that Ram is only in imagination. A large
number of Congress party people used to oppose the
construction of Ram temple every time. Lord Shri Ram is the
soul of this country. Ram is the pride of this country. Ram is
our existence, Lord Ram is our idol, Lord Ram is our life,
Lord Ram is our God, Lord Ram is the identity of our India.
We take inspiration from Lord Ram only. Shri Ram is our
ideal. People who have not even read Ramayana talk about
Ram Rajya on every good thing. They associate good things
with Ram Rajya. Lord Shri Ram is the ideal of the whole of
India. This is not a matter of any political party. Everyone
should work together on this. But appeasement and divide
and rule is the thinking of the Congress party. But today the
people of the country have understood everything. Congress
is currently at 40 and will come down to 4 very soon.

SANJEEV TEJPAL
MORINDA, JAN 12

Cordia Group of Institutions in Sanghol
stands as a beacon of commitment to
rural development, exemplifying
visionary leadership under the guidance
of its esteemed management. In a recent
initiative, the group orchestrated a pivotal
meeting with Panchayat leaders and other
influential figures, convening to address
the pressing issues surrounding education
in neighbouring villages. The event
unfolded with a gracious welcome
extended to Sarpanchs and Panchs from
diverse villages by the dynamic campus
management. Distinguished members of
the management committee, including
the venerable Chairman Lord Diljit Rana,
Executive Trustee Dr. Urmil Verma, Dr.
Baljinder Singh (Campus Director), and
Dr. Sanjeev Kumar (Principal Cordia
College), Shallu Sharma Principal Uma
Rana Public School graced the occasion
with their presence. Lord Diljit Rana, in
his address shared profound insights on

the paramount importance of education
and the pivotal role institutions play in
catalyzing rural development. Dr. Urmil
Verma underscored the significance of
Cordia Institutes actively engaging with
the local community, proposing
impactful programs and initiatives that
directly uplift the residents of nearby
villages. Dr. Baljinder Singh and Dr.
Sanjeev Kumar also imparted their
valuable perspectives, enriching the
discourse with their collective wisdom.
The Principal of Uma Rana Public
School, Shallu Sharma, presented a
comprehensive report during the event,
shedding light on the remarkable
progress of the school in rural areas. 

MAINPAL KASHYAP
INDRI, JAN 12 

Farmers and administration
have come face to face
regarding the installation of
poles for the supply of power
line in the ethanol factory
being set up near village
Budhanpur. Farmers opposed
the installation of this line
here and there was a clash
between the farmers and the
police administration. Due to
which the police
administration detained many
farmers and started installing
electric poles. The farmers
raised slogans against the
administration and said that
the administration was
forcefully installing the poles
in the presence of heavy
police force. There was a
dispute regarding the supply
of electricity in this factory

earlier also and many
panchayats also had a dispute
regarding this but no solution
was found. On Friday, the
entire administration along
with the police force reached
the spot where farmers had
started protesting since
morning. The farmers were
protesting against not taking
this line from here, but the
administration did not listen
to them. On the spot, the SDM

and DSP of Indri reached
where they tried to talk to the
farmers. But the farmers were
adamant on their insistence.
The farmers were asking for a
week's time from the
administration to talk to all
their farmers and inform them
about this matter, but the
administration did not listen
to them and the administration
forcefully took many farmers
into custody. 

Education for All: Cordia Group's
trailblazing efforts for rural uplift

Laying of power line causes face-to-face
clash between farmers and administration

Youth participate in Swami Vivekananda
state level birth anniversary Mahotsav

RAHUL KOHLI
JAGADHRI: On the occasion of the birth anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda, a state level youth festival was organized by the
Haryana government in Kurukshetra which was attended by
thousands of youth from district Yamunanagar stated by the BJP
District President Rajesh Sapra.These youth were honored by
Cabinet Minister Kanwar Pal Gurjar. The BJP District President
Rajesh Sapra, MLA Ghanshyam Das Arora flagged off the youth.
Rajesh Sapra said that for the Youth Mahotsav Kurukshetra,
District Officers of BJP District Yamunanagar Organization and a
large number of people from all the 13 divisions of BJPhave came
to Kurukshetra. BJP workers have left for Kurukshetra through
buses and cars under the guidance of many senior leaders
including Chief Minister Manohar Lal and BJP State President
MP Nayab Saini as the chief guest in the Youth Mahotsav. The
youth raised slogan of long live Swami Vivekananda, India.
Haryana Government Cabinet Minister Kanwar Pal Gurjar said
that the present Haryana Government was celebrating the birth
anniversary of the great man in a big way at the state level, Swami
Vivekananda was being celebrated all over India. 

DC holds meeting with officials
regarding illegal mining

MANISH KUMAR
AMBALA: Deputy Commissioner Dr. Shaleen held a meeting of
the concerned officers regarding illegal mining and instructed the
concerned officers that illegal mining will not be tolerated under any
circumstances. Whoever disobeys the rules, action should be taken
against him as per rules. The Deputy Commissioner was presiding
over a meeting organized at the district level on the issue of illegal
mining in his office today. While presiding over the meeting, the
Deputy Commissioner reviewed the points put in the agenda with the
concerned officers. During the meeting, District Mining Officer
Rajesh Kumar informed the Deputy Commissioner that 24 vehicles
have been confiscated in the last month. FIR has been registered
against 4 persons found involved in illegal mining. He also informed
that an amount of Rs 52 lakh 98 thousand 301 has also been collected
as revenue. During the meeting, the Deputy Commissioner also gave
instructions to make proper arrangements of police force at the places
where blocks are to be set up to stop illegal mining. 

Cleanliness campaign will be conducted in temples
across state from Jan 14: Subhash Chandra

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: Subhash Chandra, Executive Vice Chairman of
Swachh Bharat Mission Haryana, said that to commemorate
the inauguration of Shri Ramlala Temple in Ayodhya, a special
cleanliness campaign would be taken in all the temples and
pilgrimages of the state from January 14 to 22. An appeal was
also made to the people across the state to run a campaign of
cleanliness at all the pilgrimage sites, big and small, from the
day of Makar Sankranti. Regarding the cleanliness campaign,
Subhash Chandra was currently meeting the prominent sages
and saints of the state and urging them to join this campaign.
He said that before the consecration of Ram Lalla, on the call
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, they have resolved to make
the temples across the state clean. Apart from saints and
common citizens, he has written a letter to all the
administrative officers asking them to take active participation
in this campaign. He said that they should run a cleanliness
campaign in every temple from January 14 to January 22. 

CM Manohar Lal to
visit Karnal today

Youth arrested in snatching case
MANISH KUMAR
A M B A L A : I n
compliance to the
instructions of Ambala
Superintendent of Police
Jashandeep Singh
Randhawa the police
have been conducting
special operation to curb
the incidents of
theft/robbery/snatching
in the city. The police
team of CIA-1 Ambala,
on Thursday in the case
of snatching registered
in Police Station Baldev
Nagar the police took
action under the
leadership of Inspector
Harjinder Singh and arrested the accused Rajat Singh resident
of village Berpura police station Shahzadpura district Ambala
and sent him to judicial custody as per the order of the Court.
The complainant Gaurav Kumar, resident of village Jalalpur,
had lodged a complaint in the Baldev Nagar police station on
December 30, 2023 that the accused Rajat Singh and others
snatched cash from him near Narayangarh turn, Baldev Nagar,
Ambala city. On this complaint, the police registered a case
and handed over the responsibility of the case to the police
team of CIA-1 Ambala.



SPORTS DOHA: Ahead of the "difficult match" against Australia in the AFC Asian Cup, India head coach Igor 
Stimac shifted all the weight of expectations away from the players and said that the Blue Tigers are in 
Doha to embrace the challenges. On the brink of their fifth appearance on the continental stage, the 
Blue Tigers begin their tryst with destiny against the mighty Australians at the Ahmad bin Ali Stadium in 
Doha on Saturday. India, for the first time in the history of the competition, has qualified for back-to-back 
editions. Carrying a generation of players that grew up when India qualifying for the continental 
tournament was not a usual sight, this set of players will set out to make that right, as they look to not 
only normalise India's appearance at the Asian Cup but to also do something that they have never done 
before: make the jump to the knockout rounds.
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"We will go out and fight": Igor Stimac ahead of AFC Asian Cup clash against Australia

MOHALI: Following India's six- 50 runs for the first wicket.
wicket win over Afghanistan in the After Indian bowlers reduced 
first T20I, India skipper Rohit Afghanistan to 57/3, A 68-run 
Sharma praised his team's all-round partnership between Azmatullah 
performance and said there are a lot Omarzai (29 in 22 balls, with two 
of positives. fours and a six) and Mohammed Nabi 

Dube's half-century and Axar (42 in 27 balls, with two fours and 
Patel's economical bowling spell three sixes) brought them back into 
were the key highlights as India beat the match. A solid partnership 
Afghanistan in the first T20I by six between Najibullah Zadran (19*) and 
wickets to go one-up in the three- Karim Janat (9*) at the back end of the 
match series. innings took them to 158/5 in 20 

"A lot of positives, especially overs.
with the ball. It was not the easiest of Axar Patel (2/23) and Mukesh 
conditions but our spinners bowled Kumar (2/33) were the pick of the 
particularly well," said Rohit after the bowlers for India. Shivam Dube got 
match. one wicket.

On his mixup with Shubman Gill Chasing 159, India lost skipper 
that led to the run-out, Rohit said, Rohit Sharma for a duck on his return 
"Honestly, these things happen. to T20Is. Shubman Gill (23 in 12 
When it happens, you feel frustrated balls, five fours) showed intent but 

batters Jitesh Sharma, Shivam Dube a few different things. Like how because you want to be out there and could not convert his start into big 
and Rinku Singh are in good form and Washy (Washington Sundar) bowled score runs for your team. I wanted score. A 44-run stand between 
he aims to try different things in the the 19th today. Keeping those things Shubman Gill to carry on. He played a Shivam Dube and Tilak Varma (26 
coming games. in mind, we will try to do different good inning but got out." in 22 balls, with two fours and a six) 

"There are a lot of positives: things. But not at the cost of winning," Elaborat brought India back into the match. 
Shivam Dube, the way Jitesh batted, he concluded.ing further on Later, a 45-run stand between 
Tilak as well and obviously Rinku. Coming to the match, put to bat his team's Shivam and Jitesh Sharma (31 in 20 
(Next game?) I want to try a few first by India, Afghanistan had a good performance balls, with five fours) took India 
things. I want to make the bowlers do start, with skipper Ibrahim Zadran (25 , he said that close to a win. Dube scored his 

in 22 balls, with two second T20I half-century, getting 
fours and a six) and 60 in 40 balls with five fours and 
Rahmanullah Gurbaz two sixes and joined forces with 
(23 in 28 balls, with two Rinku Singh (16*) to win the game 
fours and a six) adding for India.

New Zealand bowler Tim Southee
achieves rare milestone in T20I during 

first match against Pakistan

SHORT 
TALKS

Indian women's hockey team
 strive to make their 3rd 
consecutive Olympic qualification
RANCHI: The battle to earn a berth for the Paris 
Olympics begins tomorrow, with the FIH Hockey Olympic 
Qualifiers 2024 kicking off in Ranchi, Jharkhand at the 
Marang Gomke Jaipal Singh Astro Turf on Saturday in 
Ranchi.
The eight teams in the fray include Germany, Japan, 
Chile and Czech Republic in Pool A while hosts India are 
clubbed in Pool B with New Zealand, United States and 
Italy. Only the top 3 teams in the tournament will make 
the qualification cut.
Vying for their third consecutive Olympic berth, the 
Savita-led Indian women's hockey team is optimistic 
about their chances. Going into the tournament as the 
second-highest-ranked team, the hosts will be riding on 
some significant performances in recent times, namely 
the Asian Champions Trophy, where they avenged their 
loss to China in the semi-finals of the 19th Asian Games 
in Hangzhou.
"We are ready for the tournament. The entire team 
understands that this is the first step towards the Paris 
Olympics dream. We have worked on ourselves as 
individuals and as a team. Our focus will be on our own 
strength and not worry too much about what the 
opponents will bring to the table," asserted a confident 
captain, Savita as quoted by Hockey India.
The Indian side will begin their campaign with a match 
against the United States on Saturday. The Indian team 
defeated the US in the 2019 Olympic Qualifiers and will 
be looking to repeat that performance this time too. 
"There will be pressure when we take on the US. No 
doubt, they are a good side. But as I have always said, 
there is pressure in every match and every tournament; 
this is no different. We have worked on ourselves 
mentally and have worked on how to overcome difficult 
situations in the match," stated Savita.

"It happens...I wanted Gill to carry on":
Rohit on his run-out in Afghanistan match

AGENCY bowler Lasith Malinga the New Zealand 
AUCKLAND : New Zealand's veteran quick was the third to get to 100 T20I 
pacer Tim Southee on Friday became the wickets.
first bowler to breach the 150-wicket mark Southee, who made his T20I debut 
in T20Is. in 2008, currently has 746 international 

Southee achieved this feat during wickets, including over 350 in the Test 
the first T20I against Pakistan at Eden format of the game.
Park in Auckland, where he bagged a The seamer was in good form at 
figure of 4/25 in his four-over spell. Eden Park, removing Mohammad 

He completed 150 wickets in Rizwan, Iftikhar Ahmed, Abbas Afridi and 
cricket's shortest format, becoming the Haris Rauf from Pakistan's chase of 227.
first bowler in Men's T20Is to reach the Clinical performances from Kane 
landmark. Williamson, Daryl Mitchell and Southee 

During a match against Pakistan, helped New Zealand register a 
Abbas Afridi became Southee's 150th comprehensive 46-run victory against 
victim in T20Is. After Bangladesh all- Pakistan in the first T20I of the five-match 
rounder Shakib Al Hasan and Sri Lankan series here at Eden Park on Friday.
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Proud husband and actor Vicky 
Kaushal can’t control himself 
from praising his wife Katrina 
Kaif’s performance in the thriller 
‘Merry Christmas’.

Taking to Instagram, Vicky shared a still of 
Katrina and the film’s poster, along with an 
appreciation note. The note read, “#Merry-
Christmas everyone! So freaking proud of 
you love for how beautifully you have sur-
rendered yourself to Sriram Sir’s masterful 
story telling and to the complexities of ‘Ma-
ria’... her rawness, her mystery, her mag-
ic... all done with such honesty and nu-
ance! And that dance... uff! This one’s truly 
your best work till date.”
Vicky also praised the other cast members 
of the film.
He wrote, “#VijaySethupati Sir... don’t 
know how you bring that childlike inno-
cence in your characters but it’s pure joy 

to watch you bring Albert alive. @sriram.
raghavanofficial @actorvijaysethupathi @
katrinakaif @sanjaykapoor2500 @
pathakvinay @radhikaofficial @ramesh-
taurani ... how you guys are going to make 
people jingle all the way when they watch 
the Film... especially that end!”
As soon as the post was uploaded, fans 
and industry friends chimed in the com-
ment section.
Neha Dhupia wrote, “Could nt agree more 
@katrinakaif @vickykaushal09.”

One of the users wrote, “THE MOST 
AWAITED REVIEW.”
The makers on Wednesday night hosted a 
grand premiere of their film in Mumbai.
Several big B-town celebs marked their 
presence at the star-studded premiere.
Vicky Kaushal was also present to support 
his wife Katrina.

The couple were seen walking hand-in-
hand and posing in front of paparazzi sta-
tioned at the event.
‘Merry Christmas’, helmed by Sriram 
Raghavan, stars Katrina Kaif and Vijay 
Sethupathi in the lead roles.
The film has been shot in two languages, 
with different supporting actors. The Hindi 
version also features Sanjay Kapoor, 
Vinay Pathak, Pratima Kannan, and Tinnu 
Anand. The Tamil version stars Radhika 
Sarathkumar, Shanmugaraja, Kevin Jay 
Babu, and Rajesh Williams in the same 
roles.
‘Merry Christmas’ released today in thea-
tres.
Meanwhile, Vicky will be next seen in an 
upcoming untitled romantic drama film. 
Helmed by Anand Tiwari and produced by 
Karan Johar, the film also stars Tripti Dimri 
and Ammy Vrik in the lead roles.

Vicky proud of his 
“love” Katrina ‘s 
performance in 

‘Merry Christmas’

Dharmendra gets clicked by 
‘ustaad’ grandson Dharam Deol

Proud grandfather and veteran actor Dharmendra 
shared a picture of himself clicked by none other 
than his grandson Dharam, whom he called 
“Ustaad.”
Taking to Instagram, Dharmendra treated fans with 

new pictures of himself.
https://www.instagram.com/p/C1-ygBAvdlT/
The image captured Dharmendra smiling while looking at the 
camera.
The photo clicked by Bobby Deol’s younger son, Dharam.
Sharing the picture, he wrote, “A photo by my loving grand-
son Dharam . I call him “USTAAD “.”
As soon as the photo was uploaded, fans and industry 
friends flooded the comment section. Sunny and Bobby Deol 
dropped heart emojis.
Meanwhile, on the work front, he will be next seen in the up-
coming romantic drama film ‘Teri Baaton Mein Aisa Uljha 
Jiya’ which also features Shahid Kapoor and Kriti Sanon in 
the lead roles.
The makers on Monday unveiled title of the most anticipated 
film.
The film marks Shahid and Kriti’s first on-screen collabora-
tion. Taking to Instagram, Shahid Kapoor treated fans to the 
film’s title along with a new poster. The poster showed the 
undeniable chemistry of Shahid and Kriti. The film is titled 
‘Teri Baaton Mein Aisa Uljha Jiya - An Impossible Love Sto-
ry’. Sharing the poster, he wrote, “This Valentine’s week, ex-
perience an impossible love story!#TeriBaatonMeinAisaUl-
jhaJiya in cinemas 9th February, 2024 A Maddock Films pro-
duction.”
Apart from that, he also has director Sriram Raghavan’s next 
‘Ekkis’ which also features Amitabh Bachchan’s grandson 
Agastya Nanda. The film will release on January 10, 2025.

Get to know how your favorite TV stars 
Celebrate Lohri: Starring Geet and Nayan
CHANDIGARH: In a heart-
warming celebration of the vi-
brant Lohri festival, Zee Pun-
jabi’s “Nayan Jo Vekhe Un-
vekha” lead actress, Ankita 
Saili, and “Geet Dholi’s” lead 
actor, Gurpreet Kaur, are set 
to immerse themselves in the 
joyous spirit of the occasion. 
Ankita Saili joyfully declared, 
“This Lohri is all about the 
warmth of family and the 
crackling flames of together-
ness. We’re hosting a tradi-
tional Punjabi-style bonfire 
party, complete with Revadi, 
Gajjak, and yellow rice as our 
sweet indulgences. The night 
promises laughter, music, and a celebration of tradition 
with close family and relatives.”
Gurpreet Kaur, radiating happiness, shared, “Lohri for me 
is about connecting with loved ones. Our celebration in-
cludes a lively DJ, dance, and spirited competitions like in-
door games and kite flying. The atmosphere will be filled 
with the infectious spirit of camaraderie, all while savoring 
special dishes with family and friends.”

Punjabi folk and Sufi singer 
Satinder Sartaaj lends his voice 
to COLORS’ ‘Udaariyaan’

CHANDIGARH: COLORS’ 
‘Udaariyaan’ continues to 
mesmerize the viewers while 
depicting the pursuit of love 
and ambition through the lives 
of Alia (Alisha Parveen), Aas-
maa (Aditi Bhagat) and Ar-
maan (Anuraj Chahal). In the 
current storyline, Alia lands a 
fierce blow to Aasmaa’s head and tosses her into a river, 
which lands her in the neighbouring country, Pakistan. 
She resides with an entirely new family in the country, 
cleverly disguising herself as a Muslim and hiding her Hin-
du identity. Amid this upheaval, Aasmaa and Armaan find 
themselves at the Wagah border for an event. The burning 
question is whether the hand of fate will unite them. In a 
harmonious union of music and television, renowned Pun-
jabi folk and Sufi singer Satinder Sartaaj graces the show 
at this pivotal juncture in the story. The acclaimed artist’s 
melodic prowess and the romance-drama promise to treat 
viewers to a compelling narrative along with the soulful 
tunes of Sartaaj. Satinder Sartaaj says, “Udaariyaan holds 
a special place in the hearts of people across India, espe-
cially in the northern regions of the country. 

CHANDIGARH: Makar Sankranti, also known 
as the Kite Festival, is joyously observed 
throughout India. The festive spirit is marked 
by flying kites, symbolizing the onset of spring. 
&TV artists share their memorable first experi-
ences of flying kites during this auspicious oc-
casion. These include Vyom Thakkar (Young 
Atal, Atal), Geetanjali Mishra (Rajesh Singh, 
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan), and Shubhangi Atre 
(Angoori Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai). Vyom 
Thakkar, essaying Young Atal in &TV’s show 
Atal, says, “Being a Gujarati, we refer to Makar 
Sankranti as Uttrayan, a festival we celebrate 
with great enthusiasm. Our entire family gath-
ers at our home for this occasion. We begin 
the festivities with prayers, and then, we all 
head to the terrace to engage in the traditional 
activity of flying kites. This has become a cher-
ished tradition for us. I vividly recall my first ex-
perience of flying a kite. Initially, I felt a bit 
nervous amidst the multitude of kites soaring 
in the sky, and I wasn’t even familiar with han-
dling the manjha (kite string). That’s when my 
father stepped in as a hero, guiding me on the 
art of carefully lengthening the string. He 
taught me to hold one part in one hand and 
bring the other hand a little further down to 
brace the kite once it goes up in the air. De-
spite numerous failures in the initial attempts, I 
didn’t give up. I repeated the entire process 
with the hope of success. Slowly but steadily, 
my kite began to ascend, with both me and my 
father skillfully holding the string. The joy of 
seeing my kite flying high in the sky was im-

mensely gratifying. Over the years, I have 
honed my kite-flying skills to the point where I 
can confidently declare myself a pro. Now, it 
has become quite a challenge for anyone to 
outdo me in this traditional and thrilling festival 
activity.”
Geetanjali Mishra, aka Rajesh Singh from Happu 
Ki Ultan Paltan, shares, “In Uttar Pradesh, kite 
flying is not just a seasonal activity reserved for 
Makar Sankranti; it’s a year-round passion. The 
vibrant hues of kites paint the sky throughout the 
year. As a kid, I dedicated endless hours to this 
exhilarating pastime on terraces. Anticipation 
builds up two weeks before Makar Sankranti, 
prompting my friends and me to embark on a 
kite-buying spree. Armed with bulk purchases, 
we would go to our terraces, transforming them 
into lively arenas for aerial battles. The thrill of 
cutting opponents’ kites and engaging in spirited 
chases from one terrace to another became the 
essence of our days. Among these joyous esca-

pades, one incident remains etched in my mem-
ory. During a spirited pursuit of a soaring kite, I 
took a tumble that resulted in minor injuries. De-
termined to keep it a secret from my mother, I hid 
the mishap. However, mothers possess an un-
canny intuition, and mine soon discovered the 
truth. The revelation triggered disappointment 
and concern in my entire family, a testament to 
the inherent risks associated with our beloved 
pastime. In my hometown, remnants of those 
spirited kite-flying days still linger in the form of 
mementoes – a collection of kites that serve as 
nostalgic artefacts, preserving the essence of a 
cherished childhood activity. The laughter, the 
camaraderie, and the occasional mishaps are all 

woven into the fabric of these kites, symbolizing 
not just a seasonal festivity but a year-round love 
affair with the skies.” Shubhangi Atre, aka An-
goori Bhabi from Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai, shares, 
“My encounter with kite flying remains etched in 
my memory as an unforgettable experience. It 
granted me the chance to relish the excitement 
of manoeuvring a kite through the sky. The initial 
foray into kite flying was marked by a surge of 
enthusiasm and eager anticipation. The vibrant 
and enchanting kites dotting the sky captivated 
my attention, intensifying my eagerness to 
launch my own. Witnessing the myriad kites 
soaring above, I couldn’t wait to join the ranks. The 
moment finally arrived when I propelled my kite into 
the sky, and with each passing second, it ascended 
to greater heights. The sheer exhilaration of seeing 
my kite glide through the air was beyond descrip-
tion, filling me with immense joy. A delightful memo-
ry from that day includes a playful squabble with my 
sisters over our respective kite-flying prowess. They 
couldn’t help but express a hint of jealousy as my 
first attempt proved successful, prompting them to 
redouble their efforts amidst laughter. The entire ex-
perience was wonderful, and the festive ambience 
of Makar Sankranti continues to evoke a profound 
sense of happiness in my heart. I extend my warm 
wishes to everyone for a Happy Makar Sankran-
ti!”
Watch your favourite artists in Atal at 8:00 pm, 
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and Bhabiji 
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm, airing every Mon-
day to Friday only on &TV!

Actors share their first Kite-Flying experience this Makar Sankranti!

Zee TV actors share their fondest 
memories and celebration plans for Lohri

CHANDIGARH: India is a country known for its rich diver-
sity, encompassing various traditions and cultures. One 
widely celebrated festival is Lohri, particularly in the north-
ern and western regions. Lohri is a culturally significant and 
joyous festival celebrated predominantly in the northern re-
gions of India, especially in Punjab. In Punjab, it is called 
Lohri and is marked by vibrant celebrations centered around 
a sacred bonfire. People express their gratitude for the 
bountiful harvest and seek blessings for prosperity in the 
upcoming year. This popular Punjabi folk festival is often as-
sociated with the passing of the winter solstice. Talking 
about the festivals, Zee TV actors Aakanksha Pal a.k.a Nim-
rat from Kaise Mujhe Tum Mil Gaye, Manit Joura a.k.a Rish-
abh from Kundali Bhagya, Himanshu Soni a.k.a Kabir from 
Kyunki... Saas Maa Bahu Beti Hoti Hai, Avinesh Rekhi a.k.a 
Ranjha from Ikk Kudi Punjab Di, Aman Gandhi a.k.a Ayush 
from Bhagya Lakshmi, Nikki Sharma from Pyaar Ka Pehla 
Adhyaya ShivShakti and  Krishna Kaul from Kumkum Bhagya, 
Aditi Sharma from Rabb Se Hai Dua and Neeharika Roy from 
Pyaar Ka Pehla Naam Radha Mohan share their views on the 
importance and celebration of this auspicious occasion.
Manit Joura, who essays the role of Rishabh in Zee TV’s 
Kundali Bhagya mentioned, “Celebrating Lohri has always 
held a special place in my heart, rooted in the vibrant tradi-
tions of Punjab. I recall the excitement of circling the holy 
bonfire during my childhood, and that enthusiasm continues 
to thrive within me.
 Avinesh Rekhi who essays the role of Ranjha in Zee TV’s 
Ikk Kudi Punjab Di said, “Lohri is a grand celebration for us 
Punjabis, and I miss being in Chandigarh during this time. 
The weather is just perfect around this time when we light 
up the bonfire with our family for the pooja. The celebration 
is always extravagant in my family, where all our cousins 
and everyone gather around.   Aakanksha Pal who essays 
the role of Nimrat in Zee TV’s Kaise Mujhe Tum Mil Gaye 
mentioned, “The vibrant Lohri celebrations in Meerut were 
an essential part of my upbringing. However, being in Mum-
bai for the past few years, I’ve found myself missing the 
spirited festivities. I vividly recall the joyous moments 

Sriti Jha: “It’s an absolute joy to play a 
character that stands up for herself”
CHANDIGARH: Zee TV’s recently 
launched show, Kaise Mujhe Tum Mil 
Gaye is fast catching on, showcasing 
an impossible love story between two 
contrasting characters  – an optimistic 
Maharashtrian mulgi of modest 
means who believes in working on 
one’s marriage after finding a suitable 
partner – Amruta (played by Sriti Jha) 
and a worldy-wise, Delhi-based Pun-
jabi munda Virat (Arjit Taneja) who 
has lost faith in the sanctity of the in-
stitution, taking most women to be 
gold-diggers. Popular actress Sriti 
Jha, who plays Amruta, enjoys playing 
a character with substance and hav-
ing a voice of her own.
Sriti believes Amruta’s character is very relatable as she is 
today’s girl who is ambitious yet rooted. For instance, we 
have seen Amruta fearlessly take a bold stand for her 
mother and speak up about how a homemaker is no less 
than the partner who supports the family financially. 

Namrata Sheth decodes the fashion game of 
Karma Talwar in Karmma Calling
CHANDIGARH: Indrani Kothari, the reigning 
queen of the Alibaug society, is ready to welcome 
you to her unapologetically rich world of glitz and 
glamour, filled with deceit and betrayal. Portraying 
the powerful character of Indrani is the talented 
Raveena Tandon. Produced by R.A.T Films, adapt-
ed for India and directed by Ruchi Narain, the se-
ries is releasing on January 26, 2024 exclusively on Disney+ Hot-
star. Karma Talwar’s look in the series is subtle and distinctly set 
apart from those around here. Actress Namrata Sheth spills beans 
on how the minimalist fashion style plays its own game. Namrata 
Sheth said, “My look in the series is very interesting because Karma 
is somebody that has come from a lot of wealth but then she lost 
everything and had nothing for a long time in her life.


