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Snag-hit
helicopter being
airlifted for
repairs crashes in
Kedarnath

RUDRAPRAYAG: A
snag-hit helicopter being
towed to Gauchar for re-
pairs by an MI-17 chopper
of the Indian Air Force
crashed in the hills near
Kedarnath on Saturday
morning.

There were no casualties
as the helicopter that
crashed was unoccupied,
Rudraprayag’s District
Tourism Officer Rahul
Chaubey said.

The helicopter belonged to
Crystal Aviation Pvt Ltd
and had been lying in dis-
use since its emergency
landing in Kedarnath on
May 24 after developing a
technical snag, he said.

In the May 24 emergency
landing by the helicopter,
all seven people on board,
including pilgrims, es-
caped unhurt.

It was being taken to
Gauchar for repairs on
Saturday morning by an
MI-17 helicopter which be-
gan to go off balance over
Lincholi. Sensing trouble,
the pilot of the MI-17
dropped the snag-hit
chopper at a vacant spot
so that there was no hu-
man casualty, Chaubey
said. There was no pas-
senger or luggage in the
crashed helicopter. A res-
cue team reached the spot
as soon as information
was received. The team is
inspecting the situation,
the official said. Mean-
while, the IAF said that the
chopper had to “jettison
the load” due to flight safe-
ty reasons.
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EC defers Haryana Assemblypollby4 PM Modi bats for speedy
days to October 5, result on October 8

Counting of votes for J-K and Haryana Assembly polls will
now be held on October 8 instead of October 4, says EC

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 31

The Election Commission on Saturday de-
ferred the Haryana Assembly poll date to
October 5 from October 1, keeping in mind
acenturies-old festival of the Bishnoi com-
munity. The counting of votes for the Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Haryana Assembly
polls will now be held on October 8 instead
of October 4, the poll body said. It said the
decision has been taken to honour both the
voting rights and traditions of the Bishnoi
community, which has upheld a 300-400
years old practice in remembrance of their
Guru Jambheshwar. The EC had received
a representation from the national presi-
dent of the All India Bishnoi Mahasabha,
Bikaner, Rajasthan, for rescheduling the
date for the Haryana assembly elections.
He said generations of families from Pun-
jab, Rajasthan and Haryana visit their na-
tive village Mukam in Rajasthan on ‘ama-
vas’ in the month of ‘Asoj’ for the annual
festival in Bikaner in the memory of Guru
Jambheshwar.
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India likely to experience above-
normal rainfall in September: IMD

NEW DELHI: After a wet-
ter-than-normal August, India is
likely to experience above-normal
rainfall in September, with heavy to
very heavy precipitation expected in
northwest India and the surround-
ing areas.

Addressing a virtual press con-
ference, IMD Director-General
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said the

country is expected to receive
above-normal rainfall in September,
at 109 per cent of the long period av-
erage of 167.9 mm.

Heavy to very heavy rainfall is
anticipated in the northwest region,
including Uttarakhand, parts of Hi-
machal Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-
mir, Rajasthan, and the adjoining
areas of Madhya Pradesh.

“Above-normal rainfall is likely
over most parts of India, except for
some areas in extreme northwest In-
dia, many parts of the southern pen-
insula, northern Bihar, and north-
eastern Uttar Pradesh, as well as
most of northeast India, where be-
low normal rainfall is expected,” the
IMD chief said.

justice in cases of crime
against women

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 31

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Saturday underlined the
need for swift justice in cases
involving crime against wom-
en and said that it would give
them greater assurance of
their safety.

His remarks come against
the backdrop of the rape and
murder of a Kolkata doctor
and sexual assault on two kin-
dergarten girls in Maharash-
tra’s Thane.

Modi also said the judicia-
ry is considered a guardian of
the Constitution, and that the
Supreme Court and the judi-
ciary have lived up to the re-
sponsibility.

Addressing the inaugural
session of a national confer-
ence of the district judiciary in
the presence of Chief Justice
of India D Y Chandrachud,
Modi referred to the “burning
issue” of atrocities against
women and safety of children
and said it was a matter of se-
rious concern.

Noting that stringent pro-
visions have been made in laws
for safety of women, the prime
minister referred to the fast
track special court scheme
launched in 2019.

“The faster the verdict is
delivered in cases of atrocities
against women, the greater as-
surance half of the population
will have about their safety;” he
said.

The district monitoring
committees, comprising the
district judge, the district mag-
istrate and the superintendent
of police, can play akey role, he

said.

Pointing to the important
role of the panel in coordinat-
ing between various aspects of
the criminal justice system,
Modi stressed on the need to
make these committees more
active.

The Kolkata incident has
also become a flashpoint be-
tween the TMC government in
West Bengal and the BJP-led
NDA government at the Cen-
tre.

On Friday, West Benal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee wrote to Modi, reiterat-
ing her request for stringent
central legislation and exem-
plary punishment on heinous
crimes like rape and murder.

Banerjee, who wrote to
Modi a few days ago on the is-
sue following nationwide up-
roar over the rape and murder
of the doctor at the R G Kar
Medical College and Hospital
in Kolkata on August 9, sought
mandatory provision for time-
bound disposal of cases of
rape/rape and murder.

In response, Union minis-
ter Annapurna Devi asserted
that existing laws were strin-
gent enough to tackle violence
and crimes against women and
urged the West Bengal govern-
ment to implement the same in
“letter and spirit”.

The government launched
the Fast Track Special Court
(FTSC) scheme in 2019 to tackle
pending cases of crimes
against women and those filed
under The Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012. Since its
inception, these courts have
disposed of more than 2.53
lakh cases.

Referring to the role of Ju-
diciary in protecting the Con-
stitution and the spirit of law,
the prime minister said the
people of India have never
shown any distrust of the Su-
preme Court or the judiciary.

Describing the imposition
of the Emergency as a “dark”
period, he said the judiciary
played a key role in upholding
fundamental rights.
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Building Suposhit Bharat Together
Rashtriya Poshan Maah

( From1to 30 September 2024

6 Successful

Years of the
POSHAN Abhiyaan

“ Better nutrition in childhood leads

to better mental development.

It is essential for mothers to receive

Why is Poshan Maah
important?

proper nutrition for the proper

nourishment of children ”

- Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

Activities at Anganwadi Centers during

7" Poshan Maah

Breastfeeding and

 Nutrition-related

» (ver 100 crore nutrition-related activities conducted under the Jan Andolan
» Monthly growth measurements of over B crore children

» Integration of Shree Anna (Millet) into supplementary
nutrition programme

Poshan Bhi, Padhai Bhi

complementary feeding : Competitions
: Competitions on meal planning and
healthy cooking

Workshops to promote breastfeeding

and provide correct information on
complementary feeding

Anaemia

Understand and combat anaemia
together

Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam

Plant a tree to honour your mother
and protect the environment

Workshops on how nutrition helps
education. Learn about
government’s Poshan Bhi,

Padhai Bhi scheme

emrmE s mmE e

---------------------------------------------------------- e R T T LT

Community-Based Programs

i Lommunity radio activities, cycle rallies,

i morning processions, Haat-Bazaar (market)

: activi

ties, and street plays/folk shows

Growth Monitoring

Understand growth monitoring and get

i accurate weight and height measurements

for your children at Anganwadi centres

' Nut

rition Workshops and

. Seminars

¢ Expert-led nutrition seminars addressing

F keyh

ealth concerns

CBC 461011 30004/2425




realme 13 Series 56 promises Unmatched
Speed starting from INR 17,999

LUDHIANA: realme, the most popular
smartphone brand among Indian youth, today
announced the launch of the highly anticipated
realme 13 Series 5G, the latest addition to its
Number Series along with realme Buds TO1.
The realme 13 Series 5G with its unmatched
speed is set to redefine the standards for
performance in the industry. realme is
redefining the realme Number Series under the
new tagline: “Next-gen Power”.

DISCLAIMER

YUGMARG PUBLICATIONS does
not take responsibility for the
contents (Display/classified) carried
in this newspaper. The paper does
not endorse the same readers are
requested to verify the contents on
their own before acting upon”
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(T University Honored with Certificate of Excellence at Jewels of Punjab Awards

JALANDHAR ( J S SODHI ) :CT
University has been awarded the
prestigious Certificate of Excellence in
Education at the Jewels of Punjab
Awards Season 2, organized by Dainik
Bhaskar. The award was presented to
Dr. Manbir Singh, Pro-Chancellor of CT
University, by Shri Nitin Gadkari, the

Hon'ble Minister of Road Transport and

Highways of India, during a grand
ceremony that celebrated top achievers
from various fields across Punjab.
Expressing his gratitude, Dr. Manbir
Singh said, “We are deeply honored by
this recognition. It reinforces our
commitment to transforming education
andinspiring young minds to reach their

fullest potential.” The award highlights
CT University's continuous efforts in
providing quality education and its
dedication to fostering innovation and
excellenceinleamning. The recognitionis
a testament to the university's role in
shaping the future of education in
Punjab.

Governor and CM pays obeisance at dri Harmandir Sahib and

3ri Durgiana Mandir, prayfor progress and prosp

CHARANJIT/ AMRIK
Amritsar: Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann and newly appointed
Governor of the state Gulab
Chand Kataria today paid
obeisance at Sri Harmandir
Sahib and Sri Durgiana
Mandir to pray for progress of
the state and prosperity of its
people.

The Governor and Chief

Minister offered prayer at both
thesesacred places and prayed
that Punjab should continueto
be front runner state in every
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field. They sought the
blessings of Almighty to
render their respective
duties well for the welfare of
the people of the state and
prayed that ethos of
communal harmony,
brotherhood and amity
should be further cemented
in state and Punjab should
emerge as an epitome of
peace, progress and
prosperity. Both the leaders
also paid homage to the great
martyrs at Jallianwala Bagh
memorial and said that this
place will always inspire the

NORTHERN RAILWAY

younger generations for
selflessserviceofnation.
Interactingwiththemedia
persons, the Punjab Governor
said that he is blessed to have
got an opportunity to bow
down his head on this pious
land. He said that the life and
philosophy of great Sikh
Gurus has since ages inspired
the humanity for selfless
service. Gulab Chand Kataria
said that he too had prayed
before Almighty to give him
strength for discharging his
duty well for development of
Punjaband Chandigarh.

erity Of State

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister welcomed the new
Governor to the state and
expressed hope that state will
be immensely benefitted from
his rich administrative
experience. He envisioned
that both of them will work
within their own
jurisdictions and ensure that
Punjab scripts a new success
story in every field.
Bhagwant Singh Mann said
that together they will
ensure that Punjab
witnesses overall growth and
progressineveryfield.

Students of Government H

igh School Dhanauri Shine n

Gatka Competitions Organized hy DAV School, Ropar

RADHE SHYAM SHARMA
MORINDA: Students from
Government High School
Dhanauri showcased their
exceptional skills in the Gatka

categories. Additionally,
Jashanpreet Singh, a class nine
student, won third place. Upon
returning to school, these
victorious students were

competitions
organized by DAV
School, Ropar.
Mandeep Kaur Il
provided details
about the event,
highlighting that
students from
Dhanauri performed
impressively,
earning accolades
and bringing pride to their

honored by the staff for their

tsandlschoo] achievements.
parentsandschool. . Present at the occasion
In the competition, wereKiranjitKaur, Meenakshi,

Sukhmanjot Singh, a student of
class seven, and Navneet Singh,
a student of class eight, secured
second place in their respective

and Gurpreet Kaur, who
celebrated the students' success
and applauded their
dedication.
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Vigilance Bureau
apprehends Sewa
Kendar computer
operator taking
Rs 12,000 bribe

CHANDIGARH: The
Punjab Vigilance Bureau
(VB) during its ongoing
drive against corruption in
the state, has arrested
Labhpreet Singh, comput-
er operator, posted at
Sewa Kendar, Balluana in
Bathinda district, red
handed while he was ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs
12,000. Disclosing this
here today, the spokesper-
son of the VB informed
that the accused computer
operator was arrested
based on the statement
and recording submitted
by the complainant Jas-
preet Singh, a resident of
Balluana in Bathinda dis-
trict. He further added that
the complainant has ap-
proached the VB and al-
leged that the said com-
puter operator had de-
manded Rs 12,000 for
helping him in lieu of issu-
ing death certificate of his
uncle. However, this de-
mand was recorded by the
complainant in his mobile
which was handed over to
the VB as an evidence.
The spokesperson stated
that acting on this com-
plaint, a team from VB,
Bathinda range, laid a trap
to caught above said ac-
cused Labhpreet Singh
red-handed, while he was
accepting Rs 12,000 bribe
from the complainant in the
presence of two official
witnesses.
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Will not miss any big sacrifice for
the sake of the Panth Jhinda

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, AUG 31

Shiromani Panthak Akali Dal Haryana
will organize a huge Sikh conference in
the auditorium of Mata Saheb Deb Ji
Baba Joga Singh Gurudwara located on
GT Road in Karnal on Sunday, September
1 at 11 am. Former Governor Satpal Ma-
lik will be the chief guest in this confer-
ence. On this occasion, an appeal will be
made to free the Gurudwaras in Haryana
from the committee imposed by the gov-
ernment.

Many important political and social
proposals will be passed on this occa-
sion. This information was given by
Shiromani Panthak Akali Dal Haryana
chief Jagdish Singh Jhinda. He was
talking to journalists in Karnal today.
He appealed to the Sikh youth to come
forward to free the Gurudwaras from
government occupation to protect the
Sikh sect. He said that he is ready for
any sacrifice to protect the sect and to
free the Gurudwaras from government
occupation. He said that the big Jathe-
dars have surrendered before the gov-
ernment and BJP to save their camps.
He said that the formation of Haryana
Sikh Gurudwara Management Com-
mittee formed by the government will
be challenged in the Supreme Court

and High Court. He said that if the date
for holding the HSGPC elections is not
announced by November 1, then the
Sikh community will start a fight till
the end. He said that the Sikh confer-
ence to be held on September 8 is spon-
sored by the government. Through this,
some people want to flourish their busi-
ness. He said that the officials of
HSGPC have become pawns of the gov-
ernment. The property of the Gurud-
waras is being used for politics and
BJP. He said that the youth should re-

member the sacrifice of the Gurus. The
Gurus sacrificed their families to pro-
tect the sect. Today many Jathedars
have taken up the responsibility of the
government. He said that he does not
have a fight with anyone. Rather, his
fight is with the enemies of the sect. On
this occasion, Shiromani Panthak Aka-
li Dal Haryana’s youth chief Bhupinder
Singh Ladi, youth leader Gurdeep
Singh Apaar Singh, Balwinder Singh,
Narendra Singh Katyal, Surendra
Singh Yamunanagar were present.

The Haryana Staff Selection Commission
ignored recruitments for nine years and
eleven months: Kumari Selja

SHIV Kumar Sharma
SIRSA, AUG 31

The General Secretary of the All India Con-
gress Committee, former Union Minister,
and Sirsa MP Kumari Selja said that from
the very beginning, the intentions of the
state’s BJP government regarding provid-
ing employment have been flawed. This is
why it never took any meaningful steps to
fill the two lakh vacant posts. The slo-
gan-chanting BJP government kept
making announcements for recruit-
ments. Now that the model code of
conduct is in place in the state, the
Haryana Staff Selection Commission
is seeking permission from the Elec-
tion Commission for recruitments,
which the Commission has clearly re-
fused. The Commission is now asking
for permission, even though it sat idle
for nine years and eleven months. It
should issue a white paper and inform
the public about what it has done in its
nearly ten-year tenure. The public will
no longer be misled by the BJP and
will settle all accounts with their votes
in the election. Reacting to the press
conference of Haryana Staff Selection
Commission’s Himat Singh, Kumari |
Selja said that despite the model code
of conduct being in place in the state,
the Commission is talking about re-
cruitment.

The government knows well, and even
the Commission chairman knows that the
Election Commission never allows such
actions. The Commission has made it clear
that any recruitment will have to be done
after the elections. The chairman is saying
that they are ready for recruitment, but the
Election Commission is not giving permis-
sion. By saying this, the chairman and the
BJP government are misleading the public.
If they really intended to recruit, what
were they doing until now, or were they
waiting for the model code of conduct to be
enforced? She said the BJP is a slo-
gan-chanting government whose only job
is to make false promises. Now, the public

will not fall for the government’s false
promises. Kumari Selja said that neither
the government nor the Haryana Staff Se-
lection Commission ever had the intention
to provide employment to the youth. The
youths worked hard for every exam, took
the tests, but later found out that the papers
had been leaked.

The government could not impose any
control over those leaking the papers, and
Haryana set a new record in paper leaks.

The Haryana Staff Selection Commission
should issue a white paper to inform the
public about what it has been doing for
nine years and eleven months. She said
that while one lakh twenty thousand
youths were recruited under HKRN, if the
government intended to recruit, it should
have made permanent appointments to the
vacant posts. But the BJP government did
not do so because it never thought about
providing employment to the youth. HKRS
employees are being economically exploit-
ed by being paid meager wages, and the
government has ignored the policy of
equal pay for equal work. The youth of the
state will give a strong reply to the BJP in
this election with their votes.

People of Bank Colonyand Karam Singh  Another setback for BJP in Karnal

Paras Health, Panchkula Urges

Colony support Ashok Khurana

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, AUG 31

Ashok Khurana, a strong con-
tender for Congress ticket
from Karnal assembly seat, is
getting huge support from the
people during public meet-
ings. People in Bank Colony
and Karam Singh Colony wel-
comed Ashok Khurana with
garlands and promised full
support. The youth raised slo-
gans Ashok Khurana go
ahead, we are with you. The
elders also blessed him. Under
Haryana Maange Hisaab,
Ashok Khurana had come to
participate in tea programs in
both the colonies. The colony
residents described Ashok
Khurana as a leader and so-
cial worker with a clean and
honest image and said that he
has lived in Bank Colony for
38 years. His thinking has al-
ways been of public service.
The colony residents said that
they are sure that the Con-
gress Party will make Ashok
Khurana the candidate from

Karnal Assembly. The resi-
dents of Bank Colony and
Karam Singh Colony will
work day and night to make
Ashok Khurana an MLA.

On this occasion, Ashok
Khurana said that he wants to
become an MLA to serve the
people of Karnal. He has been
working in the Congress party
for the last 35 years. He has ap-
plied for a Congress ticket from
Karnal in the upcoming assem-
bly elections. If he gets the tick-
et, he will serve the people of
Karnal by becoming an MLA
with the support of the people.

He will develop every corner of
Karnal and make it the number
one city in the state. He thanked
the people of Bank Colony and
Karam Singh Colony for their
support.

On this occasion, Sanjeev
Kumar, Deva Singh, Sanjay
Rana, Chintu Goyal, Praveen
Gupta, Praveen Arya, Sandeep
Arora, LC Popli, Sandeep
Chaudhary, Jatinder, Kamlesh,
Sonia, Anu Taneja, Ronnie,
Bindu Singh, Satinder Singh,
Ram Sharma, Amit Munjal,
Angrez Singh and Ram Kumar
etc. were present.

Former chairman of Improvement Trust
Rakesh Nagpal joins Congress

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, AUG 31

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has suffered another

major setback in Kar-

nal. Former chairman

of Karnal Improve-

ment Trust Rakesh
Nagpal has decided to

leave BJP and join ©
Congress. This is the "
second time this week
that BJP has suffered
a major loss in Kar-
nal, especially in the
case of leaders be-
longing to the Punjabi
community. On Satur-
day, Rakesh Nagpal
reached Delhi, where
he joined the Con-
gress party led by for-
mer Chief Minister
Bhupendra Singh
Hooda. Nagpal said
that the way he was
sidelined in BJP was unex-
pected. He also told that he

was forced to take this deci-
sion because he was constant-
ly being pushed to the side-
lines within the party. Nagpal

alleged that some BJP leaders
were involved in trying to end

his political career, due to
which he had to leave the par-
ty. Rakesh Nagpal is consid-
ered a prominent face of the
Punjabi communi-
ty of Karnal. 10
years ago, former
Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khat-
tar got him induct-
ed into the BJP, but
Nagpal believes
that he did not get
the respect and po-
sition in the party
that he deserved.

This is the sec-
ond major setback
for the BJP in Kar-
nal within a week.
Earlier also, for-
mer head of Hary-
ana Sikh Gurdwara
Management Com-
mittee in Karnal,
Amarinder Singh
Arora, had said
goodbye to the BJP by joining
the Congress.

Unlimited Rewards, Digital First Experience
and Other Exciting Benefits Make Amazon
Pay ICICI Bank Credit Card Fastest Growing
Co-Branded Card in India

CHANDIGARH : Amazon Pay ICICI Bank credit card has be-
come India’s first co-branded credit card to onboard over 5 mil-
lion customers nationwide, the company announced today at the
Global Fintech Festival in Mumbai. It is one of the fastest grow-
ing co-branded credit cards, powered by VISA, with its list of
benefits including uncomplicated and unlimited cashback, life-
time free card, instant issuance within 30 minutes with a seam-
less video KYC and paperless onboarding amongst others.

The Amazon Pay ICICI Bank credit card, with its digital-first ap-
proach has one of the highest NPS scores in the industry. Its at-
tractive cashback and seamless usage experience make it a
preferred choice for both high-value transactions, such as flight
and hotel bookings, and small ticket transactions like utility bills
and groceries. As a result, the card’s average spend per user is
22% higher than industry standards. Additionally, it offers exclu-
sive six-month no-cost EMI options on millions of products on
Amazon.in and is one of the most widely used credit cards for
tap and pay transactions, empowering customers to make pay-
ments conveniently and efficiently.

Speaking at the Global Fintech Festival, on the 5 million cards
milestone, Mayank Jain, Director - Credit and Lending, Amazon
Pay, said “We are excited and humbled to see how Amazon Pay
ICICI Bank credit card resonates so strongly with customers
across India. Achieving this milestone is a testament to our
steadfast focus on providing exceptional value, seamless experi-
ence of card issuance and a straightforward reward structure for
customers.

From meeting the locals of Udaipur to learning the Rajasthani
dialect, this is how Priya Thakur is prepping for her role in Vasudha

BUREAU
CHANDIGARH: Zee TV is
gearing up to launch an ex-
citing new fiction show, Va-
sudha that delves into the
unexpected dynamics be-
tween two very different
women, Chandrika (played
by Nausheen Ali Sardar)
and Vasudha (played by
Priya Thakur). Unlike typi-
cal love stories, this show
focuses on their contrast-
ing personalities and view-
points, showing how their
lives collide in surprising
ways.

Since the show and its
characters are based in
Udaipur, the team shot the ini-
tial sequences in the city to
capture its grandeur and au-
thenticity. To bring her role as
Vasudha to life, actress Priya
Thakur took on the challenge
of learning the Rajasthani dia-
lect. During the shoot in the
City of Lakes—Udaipur—nPri-
ya immersed herself in the lo-

cal culture, spending time with
residents to grasp the nuances
of the language. Her dedica-
tion to mastering the dialect
highlights her passion for por-
traying Vasudha.

Priya Thakur said, “I am
very eager to play Vasudha. I
am in love with the character
and her look. As an actor, it’s

essential to fully embody the
character, both in appearance
and language. To bring Vasud-
ha to life authentically, I knew
mastering the dialect that re-
flects her roots was crucial.
Travelling through Udaipur,
engaging with the locals, and
immersing myself in their
way of life has been incredibly

rewarding. The genuine
warmth and hospitality of
the people facilitated my
connection with them and
helped me understand the
nuances of their language.
I've learned key phrases
such as ‘Khamma Ghani’
(Greetings), and ‘Tu Kiso
hai’ (How are you?) as well
as cultural expressions like
‘Ram Ram Sa’ (A tradition-
al greeting), ‘Padharo Sa’
(Please come) and more.
This deep cultural immer-
sion has enriched my por-
trayal of the character.”
She added, “I'm contin-
uously working with the
creative team to perfect the Ra-
jasthani dialect and capture
the language’s tips and tricks.
I'm thrilled to infuse this au-
thenticity into my perfor-
mance and hope that the audi-
ence will appreciate the care
and detail we’ve put into mak-
ing Vasudha a true representa-
tion of Rajasthani culture.”

Precaution and Early Medical
Attention Amid Rising Dengue Cases

PANCHKULA : Dengue cases are on the rise in Panchkula,
with over 90 cases reported in government and private hospitals
across the district. The majority of these cases, approximately
70, have been identified in the Surajpur area of Pinjore and ur-
ban regions of Panchkula city, according to news reports. As this
trend continues, Paras Health Panchkula is also experiencing a
significant increase in patients presenting with dengue symp-
toms. The multispecialty hospital

has advised the public, in general,

to take precautionary measures to

prevent the disease.

Dr Vinay Verma, Director, Internal

Medicine at Paras Health Panchku-

la, stated, “We have observed a

steady rise in dengue cases, par-

ticularly from the Surajpur area and e

urban parts of Panchkula. On aver- o

age, we are treating over 100 new

patients with dengue symptoms A

each day. While many of these cas- | s
es are in the early stages, we are

also seeing patients with severe

symptoms that require close moni-

toring and, in some instances, hos-

pitalization. We strongly advise the community to take preventive
measures and seek immediate medical care if symptoms arise.”
Dengue fever is a systemic viral illness with a wide spectrum of
symptoms, ranging from mild to severe. The incubation period
typically lasts 5 to 7 days, with abrupt onset of the illness. Com-
mon symptoms include high-grade fever, headache, retro-orbital
pain, muscle and joint pain, nausea, vomiting, and rash. These
symptoms usually persist for 2 to 7 days, and the disease pro-
gresses through three phases: febrile, critical, and recovery.
Managing dengue fever primarily involves symptomatic and sup-
portive care.
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Experience modern minimalism with
Zippo this wedding season
CHANDIGARH : Zippo, the renowned
lighter brand, has curated a series of
Slim lighters ideal for Indian weddings.
These compact lighters are unique for
their minimal designs that are eye-catch-
ing and luxurious. This collection mirrors
the latest trend of neoculturation by giv-
ing a modern twist to age-old traditions.
These lighters reflect the brand’s dedica-
tion to top-notch craftsmanship and func-
tionality, making them ideal for those who want to make a state-
ment without compromising their style or heritage.

The collection features an array of finishes, from the timeless
charm of chrome and brass to the mesmerizing allure of irides-
cent and matte. Each lighter is a masterpiece, designed to re-
flect the unique fashion persona of its owner. Keep them in your
purse or flaunt them with your outfit, these Slim lighters are per-
fect for every celebration. “Our classy Slim lighters are more
than just accessories; they are symbols of great design and
technical functionality that stand the test of time,” says Lucas
Johnson, Associate Vice President of Zippo Global Marketing.
“Today, a Zippo lighter is seen as a luxurious indulgence with a
history of elegance and excellence. Our goal with these Slim
lighters is to honour India’s tradition while still staying true to our
heritage.” Be it gorgeous yet simple ivory weddings or creating a
floral wonderland; India is changing the way love is celebrated.

From evening soirees to midnight celebrations, the Slim lighter
will surely be a handy companion throughout.

realme 13 Series 5G promises Unmatched
Speed starting from INR 17,999

BUREAU
CHANDIGARH, AUG 30

of the Number series.
Commenting on the
launch, a realme spokes-

realme, the most popular
smartphone brand among In-
dian youth, today announced
the launch of the highly an-
ticipated realme 13 Series 5G,
the latest addition to its Num-
ber Series along with realme
Buds T01. The realme 13 Se-
ries 5G with its unmatched
speed is set to redefine the
standards for performance in
the industry.

realme is redefining the
realme Number Series under
the new tagline: “Next-gen
Power”. This product aims to
redefine power within the
mid-range price segment, set-
ting a new standard for per-
formance. The realme 13 Se-
ries 5G will mark a new mile-
stone, being the most power-
ful offering yet in the history

person said, “We are in-
credibly excited to unveil
the realme 13 Series 5G,
marking a significant
milestone in our journey.
With this launch, we are
redefining the realme
Number Series under the
new tagline: ‘Next-gen
Power’. This product is
not just another addition
to our portfolio; it’s a
game-changer that aims to
redefine power within the
mid-range price segment and
set a new standard for perfor-
mance. The realme 13 Series
5G will be the most powerful
offering yet in the history of
the Number series. We be-
lieve that with its advanced
features and superior perfor-
mance, it will revolutionize

the way users perceive mid-
range smartphones. We're
proud to bring flagship expe-
riences into everyday life,
demonstrating our commit-
ment to delivering exception-
al value and exceeding user
expectations.”

Commenting on the
launch, Anuj Sidharth, Direc-
tor of Marketing & Communi-
cations at MediaTek, said,

“The MediaTek Di-
mensity 7300 Energy
is a flagship-grade
chipset that utilizes
the best-in-class 4nm
process node, striking
a balance between
power and efficiency
while incorporating
next-generation capa-
bilities.” He Further
highlighted, “the
chipset support’s
stunning 10-bit dis-
plays, a powerful NPU for Al
workloads, elevated gaming
features facilitated through
MediaTek HyperEngine opti-
mizations, and an exceptional
photography experience.
Powering the realme 13+ 5G,
the MediaTek Dimensity 7300
Energy integrates impressive
technologies such as Medi-
aTek 5G UltraSave 3.0+ and
Dual 5G SIM support.

India’s most violent film, Kill set to premiere
on Disney+ Hotstar on 6th September, 2024

CHANDIGARH: Blood, high-oc-
tane action, and power-packed
fight sequences; India’s deadliest
and most violent action thriller,

genre I cannot wait to try on differ-
entroles! With the film now releas-
ing on Disney+ Hotstar, I am look-
ing forward to alarger audience to

Kill is set to stream on Disney+
Hotstar from 6th September, 2024
onwards. Directed by Nikhil
Nagesh Bhat, the film sends chills
down our spine as we prepare for a
‘bloody’ ride filled with intense ac-
tion and compelling performances
by talented debutant Lakshya,
along with Raghav Juyal and Tan-
ya Maniktala who bring their own
charm to the film.

Writer and Director Nikhil Nagesh
Bhat said, “Seeing Kill transition from a
successful theatrical run to now preparing
torelease on Disney+ Hotstar is incredibly
exciting for me. I was inspired to write the
story for Kill from a personal experience
dating back to around 1994-95, that shook
me forever. Hence, making Kill as raw as
possible was really important for me to
translate my true emotions. Kill wouldn’t
have been possible without Lakshya’s raw
skills, Raghav’s professional approach and
the entire team’s unflinching support! Iam

really glad how the audiences connected
with it, and with its release on Disney+
Hotstar, I hope a larger audience gets a
gjlllrz:ln”ce to indulge and experience the

Debutant Lakshya said, “I am ex-
tremely grateful for the love I have received
through this movie. For my character Am-
rit, I went through a very strict fitness re-
gime. There were times I went beyond my
limits to adapt to the role. Nikhil sir has
truly been a guiding force throughout the
process and I consider him to be my big-
gest mentor. After exploring the action

eﬁ] (&y this deadly action and blood-
S

Actor Raghav Juyal said
“From auditioning for Kill to
shooting it with Lakshya, my
whole journey for the film has
been fun. Like, I always said I have
never shied away from working
hard. With Kill, I got a chance to
tell the world that I can act too, and
playing a negative role is always a
big responsibility that requires immense
conviction. Lakshya and I did a lot of phys-
ical training together for this one, which
really improved our bond off-screen as
well. The best thing I find about my char-
acter Fani in the film is his twisted humor
and sarcasm. Preparing for this role men-
tally was more crucial than physically, as
Fani is a clever lad, and he brings in the
thrill in the film. With the film set to
stream on Disney+ Hotstar, I hope more
audiences are able to watch it and love it as
much as we did while making it!”



It does not take a majority to prevail... but rather an irate,
tireless minority, keen on setting brushfires of freedom in
the minds of men.

Samuel Adams

Editorial

Holistic approach needed

over new industrial cities
The National Democratic Alliance government has

announced a slew of measures that boost the

manufacturing sector in the Indian economy. The
measures include setting up of smart industrial cities
across the country, which the government expects
would attract foreign investment from major global
manufacturers, who are pursuing the new China plus
one policy. The 12 smart industrial cities will be set up
by the Central government with an estimated invest-
ment of Rs 28,602 crores. The projects will span across
10 states and have been strategically planned across six
major corridors.

According to the government, the industrial smart
cities will focus on manufacturing-related sectors and
are expected to attract investments worth Rs 1.52 lakh
crores. The government’s plans are aimed at increasing
the share of India’s manufacturing sector from the cur-
rent 17 per cent to 25 per cent.

While the intent of the government is good and
could address the issue of unemployment, the concept
of industrial cities is very old. Cities like Manchester in
Britain, Ruhrgebiet in Germany or Shenzhen in China,
or our own industrial estates followed this concept to
boost industrialisation.

Indian leaders too have been trying to industrialise
the country even before Independence. However, the
share of the manufacturing sector in the country’s
economy remained 17 per cent even after 77 years of
self-rule. If providing free land could be a solution for
industrialisation, why did it become elusive for the
country? The answer lies in India’s poor record in
terms of ease of doing business and policy certainty,
inadequately skilled labour and, most importantly,
higher wages.

While the government has been trying to address
the ease of doing business, the Indian policymakers
have not yet addressed the issue of policy certainty as
shown by its recent attempt to amend capital gains tax
and the levy of state tax on mines retrospectively. Sim-
ilarly, the British era’s education policy does not churn
out a technically-literate worker, who could get on to
work on the shop floor immediately. If a manufacturing
unit hires someone, it needs to spend its workforce’s
paid time to train the trainee for free.

Similarly, higher wage cost is a huge obstacle in at-
tracting foreign manufacturers into India. China attract-
ed several global manufacturers by artificially freezing
wages. India, a democratic country, cannot afford to
take such an anti-people policy, especially when a large
section of the population has become aspirational.
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A hero is someone who understands the responsibility that

comes with his freedom.

PAGE 4

Bob Dylan

Why do so many get duped in
job scams, cyber fraud?

hy do so many young, educated In-
Wdians continue to be tricked by fake

job offers from transnational crime
syndicates based in Southeast Asia? A slew
of recent reports suggests that instead of
their dream job, the victims find themselves
in prison-like compounds, typically in parts
of Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia, where
they are coerced into working as online
scammers. Some have been rescued. Many
remain. Survivors who have managed to flee
come from different parts of the country. The
most recent instance involved jobless young
men in their twenties from Greater Noida
who had been trapped by a cybercrime ring
in Cambodia. They managed to escape after
paying huge sums of money.

It is not a new story. We have heard sim-
ilar stories from Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Odisha and the National Capital Re-
gion, and other countries.

In October 2022, the Laotian Times re-
ported 130 Indian professionals had been
rescued from Laos, Myanmar and Cambo-
dia. They had been duped by fake job offers
in Thailand but eventually taken elsewhere
and coerced into committing cyber fraud by
criminal networks.

Since then, state governments in India as
well as the Centre repeatedly issued advi-
sories, cautioning Indians against “fake job
offers” abroad. “Got a job in Cambodia,
Myanmar, Lao PDR? You may end up as a
cyber slave. Please verify the offer, organisa-
tion carefully and check details of work
visa,” warns Tamil Nadu police’s cybercrime
wing on the social media platform X, for-
merly known as Twitter.

Despite the cautionary words, dozens of
articles about Southeast Asia’s notorious
scam compounds, crackdowns, arrests, the
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horror story continues. Young professionals
still get trapped.

The big question: Why? There are no
easy answers. However, a few things leap
out. First, the criminal gangs are systemati-
cally zeroing in on the young, educated,
equipped with some technical skills but low
exposure to the world.

“The trafficking victims are lured by job
advertisements that offer high pay and inter-
esting professional work. The victim secures
the ‘job’ after one or more false job inter-
views, signs a six-month work ‘contract’,
then quickly travels to Southeast Asia for
what they believe will be an exciting new
professional role... The modus operandi of
the organised crime networks in terms of
carrying out scams and fraud is quite consis-
tent across countries in the Mekong region...
They primarily target university graduates
who are fluent in multiple languages, have

skills in information technology, familiarity
with the social media, and some working
knowledge of cryptocurrency. These condi-
tions are important for the organised crime
groups because they require a skilled labour
force to carry out criminal activities in cy-
berspace, from various scams to money
laundering and illegal gambling,” says a
September 2023 report by the United Na-
tions Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

Another 2023 report by the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Human Rights
notes that most trafficking victims are forced
to perpetrate “online fraud using a range of
platforms, including fake gambling websites
and cryptocurrency investment platforms, as
well as romantic and financial scams (so-
called “pig-butchering”), where fake roman-
tic relationships or friendships are used to
defraud online users of significant amounts
of money.” Second, recruiters from crime

Literature & Health

Blood tests allow 30-year estimates of
women’s cardiovascular risks: Study

omen’s heart disease risks and
Wtheir need to start taking pre-

ventive medications should be
evaluated when they are in their 30s
rather than well after menopause as is
now the practice, said researchers who
published a study on Saturday.

Presenting the findings at the Euro-

pean Society of Cardiology annual meet-
ing in London, they said the study
showed for the first time that simple
blood tests make it possible to estimate a
woman’s risk of cardiovascular disease
over the next three decades.

or those suffering from
Funcontrolled hyperten-

sion, here comes good
news. New research on Satur-
day showed that a single pill
with low doses of three anti-
hypertensive drugs, once a
day, significantly lowered
blood pressure than other
standard care methods.

It is estimated that over a

billion adults live with hyper-

Daily pill with 3 low-dose drugs more effective
in lowering blood pressure: Study

Journal of the American Med-

0ld And New

hou hast made me known to
friends whom | knew not. Thou
hast given me seats in homes
not my own. Thou hast brought the
distant near and made a brother of the
stranger. | am uneasy at heart when |
have to leave my accustomed shelter;
| forget that there abides the old in the
new, and that there also thou abidest.

networks are targeting youth comfort zones:
select social media platforms. “Fraudulent
job advertisements and posts have also been
identified on Facebook (Meta) and Insta-
gram. Contact between organized crime
groups and potential trafficking victims oc-
curs through WhatsApp, Line, Telegram, and
Messenger,” says UNODC.

Areport (April 18, 2024) by Cambodian
journalist Taing Rinith in the Khmer Times,
a Phnom Penh-based English-language
newspaper, flags “messages on Facebook
and Telegram, the two most popular plat-
forms in both India and Cambodia, posted by
users that appeared to be ‘recruiters’ specifi-
cally looking for Indian candidates to fill po-
sitions based in Cambodia”.

“Instead of posting their announcement
with the media outlets or job recruitment
agencies,” the newspaper noted, “the re-
cruiters have written them in groups and
channels created for the purposes of finding
jobs or networking sites among the expats in
the kingdom”.

The recruiters, the report points out, do
not mention the name or identity of compa-
nies or businesses. Instead, they say that the
job will be based “in commercial hubs,
specifically Phnom Penh, Sihanoukville and
Poipet”.

Third, the desperation for jobs “abroad”,
along with scant knowledge of the world
outside, makes for a lethal mix. Especially at
a time when a fall in white-collar jobs in the
information technology sector has left many
fresh graduates and young people jobless.
Online hiring activity for both hardware and
software IT had plummeted by 18 per cent
last year from 2022, reported business news
channel CNBC this April, citing data from
Foundit, a popular job portal.

“This is good for patients first and
foremost, but it is also important infor-
mation for (manufacturers of) choles-
terol lowering drugs, anti-inflammatory
drugs, and lipoprotein(a)lowering drugs
- the implications for therapy are broad,”
said study leader Paul Ridker of
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in
Boston. Current guidelines “suggest to
physicians that women should generally
not be considered for preventive thera-
pies until their 60s and 70s. These new

data... clearly demonstrate that our
guidelines need to change,” Ridker said.
“We must move beyond discussions of 5
or 10-year risk.”

The 27,939 participants in the long-
term Women’s Health Initiative study
had blood tests between 1992 and 1995
for low density lipoprotein cholesterol
(LDL-C or “bad cholesterol’), which are
already a part of routine care.

They also had tests for high-sensitiv-
ity C-reactive protein (hsCRP) - a mark-
er of blood vessel inflammation.

tension worldwide, with two-
thirds living in low and mid-
dle-income countries.

The treatment based on
novel combination of low
doses of three anti-hyperten-
sive drugs in a single pill -
known as ‘GMRx2’ - was
found to be superior to a high-
quality standard care treat-
ment plan at lowering blood
pressure in patients, according
to the study published in the

and was typical of hyperten-
sion guidelines for many
countries. Results of the trial
was led by The George Insti-
tute for Global Health and
presented at the ‘European
Society of Cardiology Con-
gress 2024’. After six-month
treatment, home systolic
blood pressure was 31 mm
Hg lower in the ‘GMRx2’
group compared to 26 mm Hg
lower with standard care.

ical Association. The
‘GMRx2’ treatment plan in-
volved a once daily pill con-
taining telmisartan, amlodip-
ine and indapamide at a quar-
ter, half or standard doses.
The standard care treatment
plan was recommended by
the Nigerian Ministry of
Health began with monother-
apy, followed by dual and
triple combination therapy,

Through birth and death, in this world
or in others, wherever thou leadest me
it is thou, the same, the one compan-
ion of my endless life who ever link-
est my heart with bonds of joy to the
unfamiliar.

Rabindranath Tagore

If Trump thinks he’s losing, will he quit the race?

The poor blind dear
Would constantly shed a tear
Saying ‘why have | become the one
To be the victim of a stupid pun
I really have no idea’!”

From Paagal Pan, by Bachchoo

wo Americans with whom | was
I exchanging political platitudes
said that most Indians in the
United States vote for the Republican
Party and would in November endorse

Donald Trump.

Though bowing to their absolutely
superior familiarity with this sort of
statistic, | interjected asking if this was
because most Indians who are granted
American citizenship and the vote are
either traders, Silicon Valley wallahs or
some form of professionals or bour-
geoisie?

No, they said, even the Asian taxi
drivers, of which there are many, will
vote for Donald Trump. | wondered
aloud whether this was because most
of the Asian taxi drivers of big cities,
say New York, are Pakistanis and
wouldn’t vote for Kamala Harris be-
cause she is half Indian? Besides, |

What'll

be next

contended, the Asian taxi drivers, even
if they were Indian, were not numerous
enough compared to the professionals
and Indian middle classes who might
feel their economic interests were bet-
ter served by Republican inclinations

and policies.

The argument was turned on its
head when | recently read an actual sta-
tistical poll of Indian-American inten-
tions in the coming election. Though |
myself have never been inclined to

vote for, say, Rishi Sunak, simply be-
cause we share Indian origins, the poll
set out to ask Indians how they would
vote on the assumption that Kamala
Harris’ half-Indian origin might influ-
ence their answer.

The statistic was simple. Fifty per
cent would vote, they said, for Kamala —
no reasons of policy or ethnicity given.
Twenty or so per cent said they were
definitely Trumpeteers, and the rest
were still undecided. If indeed all those
undecideds took shelter under the Or-
ange Wigwam, then the statistic is fifty-
fifty. But that’s unlikely.

As i said, | have never understood
why diasporic Indians -- or those with
Indian origins -- who attain high office
abroad command the attentions, jubila-
tion and the congratulations of Indians
in India, from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the rickshaw driver in Agra.
Perhaps blood or the common gene pool
is thicker than thick skulls.

That being said, perhaps some in the
Indian government thought that Hedgie
Sunak, being a firm Brexiteer, which
withdrawal went towards ruining the
British economy and lowering living

standards for the average Brit, would be
fair game for Indian trade agreements
and deals profitable to India.

| doubt if very many Indians in In-
dia have heard of Suella Braverman,
though it may be a fair bet to say that
some Gujerotics will certainly have
heard of Priti Patel and would be jubi-
lant that she at some point held govern-
ment posts -- regardless of the fact that
her work in those roles was wasteful, re-
actionary and, in my biased opinion, a
regrettable disaster.

She formulated the disastrous “send
the asylum seekers to Rwanda” policy,
attempted to curtail free speech, made
off-the-cuff deals with Israel when she
had the foreign portfolio -- do I need to
go on... | only have nine hundred
words?

Neither do | think that anyone in In-
dia gave two false pice when Hamza
Yusuf assumed the leadership and the
First Ministership of the Scottish Na-
tional Party. He was the first Muslim to
be head of Scotland and, since there is a
fellow feeling among Muslim co-reli-
gionists in several nations of the world,
perhaps the congratulations poured in

from Iran, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.

Or maybe none of them noticed or
cared.

At this point, gentle reader, | have to
admit that | am extremely happy that
Kamala Harris is half-Indian and half
black and is a little ahead in the polls.
Of course, | hope that she wins and be-
comes the first female President of the
United States and, of course, the first
non-white female ... but really, all those
“firsts” are irrelevant. If a pantomime
horse stood against Donald Wigwam for
the presidency, my good wishes would
be with the cloth nag!

The result of that election and the
future of the USA and its relations with
the rest of the world, quite reasonably,
pre-occupy a lot of the commentariat
space. The chatterati of the UK are ap-
propriately absorbed. | wonder if the In-
dian chapparatti are just as engaged?

One American commentator said
something rather surprising. He said
that if Donald Trump fell way behind
Kamala Harris in the opinion polls by
October, he may feel that facing a sec-
ond defeat is not what he can counte-
nance and he may pull out of the race.




Zonal level under-
19 three-day sports
competition of

schools from Sept 2

AVINASH CHAUHAN

AMB: Vinod Vaniyal, Principal of
Government Senior Secondary School
Amb, said that this time the three-day
under-19 sports competition of schools
is being organized in the local school
Amb from 2 September 2024 to 4
September 2024. This competition will
be inaugurated by local MLA
Sudarshan Singh Bablu.

Red Ribbon Club
organised
competition on
drug prevention

AVINASH CHAUHAN

AMB: Red Ribbon Club organised
poster making and slogan writing
competition on drug prevention and
AIDS awareness in Government
Excellence College Daulatpur Chowk.
In poster making competition, Bhavna,
Ritika and Diya stood first, second and
third respectively. Similarly, in slogan
writing competition, Suhani and
Shreya of B.Sc. second year stood
first, second and third respectively. On
this occasion, college principal Dr.
Yudhveer Singh Patial said that the
aim of these competitions is to spread
awareness about HIV/AIDS among
students and to spread correct
information in the society. He
appealed to the students to stay away
from drugs and gave information
about HIV/AIDS. On this occasion, Dr.
Leena Sharma, Dr. Manoj, Dr. Rohini,
Prof. Manisha and Prof. Nidhi and
other staff members were present.

Protest against
Chinese govt behind
disappearance of
Tibetans in Tibet

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA: The Department of
Information and International Relations
of the Central Tibetan Administration
has expressed serious concern over the
ever-increasing cases of enforced
disappearance of Tibetans in Tibet. The
department has also protested against
the torture and illreatment of Tibetans
detained by the Chinese government.
The statement issued by the department
said that every year, Chinese authorities
arbitrarily arrest and forcibly disappear
many Tibetans, including religious and
community leaders, writers and
musicians, and human rights and
environmental activists, mainly for
expressing Tibetan national identity and
opposing repressive policies. In most
cases, they are forcibly disappeared,
often resulting in prison sentences on
false charges, while many more cases
remain undiscovered and unheard. The
first article of the United Nations (UN)
Declaration on the Protection of Al
Persons from Enforced Disappearance
states that any act of enforced
disappearance is a violation of the rules
of international law which, among other
things, guarantee the right to recognition
as a person before the law, the right to
liberty and security of the person and
the right not to be subjected to torture
and other cruel.
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215 Positions to be filled at Ivaan Security function

KISHORI LAL BAINS

UNA: Ivaan Security Function
Private Limited, Shimla, has
announced the notification for
filling 215 vacancies. The
positions include 100 Security
Guards, 20 Security
Supervisors, 60 positions in the
Production Unit (Vardhman),

and 35 Sales Executives.
District Employment Officer
Akshay Sharma shared that
interviews for these positions
will  be conducted on
September 3 at 10:30 AM at the
District Employment Office in
Una, September 4 at the Sub-
Employment Office in Amb,

September 5 at the Sub-
Employment Office in Haroli,
and September 6 at the Sub-
Employment  Office in
Bangana. Akshay Sharma
explained that the educational
qualifications required for these
positions range from 10th,
12th, to Graduation.

state Government signs Mol with EFS
for overseas nlacements nf youth

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, AUG 31

A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) has
been signed here today in the
presence of Chief Minister
Thakur  Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu  between Himachal
Pradesh Government and EFS
Facilities Services Group
Limited, based in Dubai, UAE
for overseas placements of
youths of the State. Deputy
Director (Employment)
Sandeep Thakur signed the

MoU on behalf of the
department and Chief
Executive  Officer  Tariq

Chauhan on behalf of EFS
Facilities Services Group
Limited. Chief Minister offered
appointment letters to five
youth Rajat Kumar, Sunil
Kumar, Jaspreet  Singh,
Abhinav Sharma of Una

district and Dinesh of
Hamirpur district of their
placements overseas. The Visa
process of all the five selected
candidates was under process
and they were expected to go to
Saudi Arabia in the month of
September this year, where
they would work in NEOM
city project. He said that the
MoU would pave the way for
better employment

opportunities for Himachali
unemployed youth globally in

future and addressing
unemployment.  He said that
the process of Overseas

Placement would now be taken
up throughout the State
through Recruiting Agencies
(RAs ) by the Department.

He directed the Labour and
Employment Department to
evolve a mechanism to track

and trace to ensure the well
being of the candidates
working abroad emphasizing
that Mukhya Mantri Sewa
Sanklap Helpline 1100 would
be associated with this task.
He said that the State
Government  would make
necessary amendments in the
technical courses to ensure
better employment avenues.
Sukhu said that the State

Government was

employment and

by the present

about 20 months.

also
exploring the possibilities of
more overseas employment
opportunities and for this
purpose the department will
coordinate with the Counsel
General of India office in
Dubai. The Chief Minister said
that as a part of its broader India
hiring strategy, EFS plans to meet
15-20% of their hiring needs from
the State, up to 1000 candidates
per year, particularly in sectors
such as Hospitality, Technical
Services, Housekeeping, Food
and Beverage and Office
Support. The State Government
was committed to provide
self
employment opportunities to
the youth of the State and over
31000 posts have been created
State
Government in the government
sector alone in a short span of

Special campaign against drug
abuse to be Iaunched in HP

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, AUG 31

To curb the increasing drug
abuse in Himachal Pradesh,
a special campaign would be
run at the district level by
involving representatives of
Panchayati Raj institutions
and BDC members
thereafter this campaign will
be started in a phased
manner throughout the State
in an effective manner with
the help of the line
departments like education
and police.

This was stated by
Governor  Shiv  Pratap
Shukla in a meeting with the
department of Rural

Development and
Panchayati Raj in presence
of RD and PR Minister
Anirudh Singh at Raj Bhavan
here today. He said that
RD&PR was an important
department, which could
work effectively not only for
developmental works at the
village level but also for
creating awareness about the
various issues. “There is a
need to run a joint campaign
by Panchayati Raj and
Education departments to
curb drug menace in the
state”, said Shukla and added
that such a campaign was
launched in the Una district
for a year or so yielding
positive results.

Sukhu doing drama of economic crisis inside
and outside the House: Vishav Chakshu

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, AUG 31

Making a scathing attack on
the Congress government of
the state which is crying
about  economic crisis,
Advocate Vishav Chakshu,
Himachal Pradesh Bharatiya
Janata Party State Media Co-
in-charge and former Media
Co-ordinator (Chief Minister,
Himachal Government) said
that Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
should stop misleading the
Vidhan Sabha and the people
of Himachal. He said that by
increasing the monthly salary
of Nardev Kanwar, Chairman
of the Labour Welfare Board,
by Rs 30,000 to Rs 1.30 lakh,
it has become clear that for
the last 18 months, the Sukhu
government has been doing
drama about the economic
crisis. He said that by
increasing the salary of his
friend by Rs 1 lakh, Sukhu

has slapped the face of those
employees who have already
opened a front against the
government regarding
pending DA and arrears.
Vishav Chakshu said that
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
should resign from the post
of Chief Minister and join a
drama troupe where he can
fool people. He said that the
double character of the Chief
Minister who talks about the
treasury being empty has
been exposed to the public.

He said that it is ironic that
two days ago Sukhu
lamented the financial crisis
in the House and then
suddenly this notification
came. He said that Chief
Minister Sukhu is busy in
pleasing his friends. There is
no dearth of luxury for the
officers and ministers, while
on the contrary the
employees are being made to
yearn for their rights. If the
notification of increase of
one lakh rupees salary of
Nardev Kanwar is correct,
then why is Sukhu crying
about the financial crisis,
why is the Chief Minister not
able to give the employees
and the public their rights.
Vishav Chakshu said that if
the Sukhu government does
not take back the increase
made in the salary of his
friend, then we will be forced
to take to the streets and
protest against the Sukhu
government.

Request for new industries in
Kutlehar by MLA Vivek Sharma

JOGINDER DEV ARYA
BANGANA, AUG 31

During the monsoon session
of the Himachal Pradesh
Legislative Assembly on
Friday, Kutlehar MLA Vivek
Sharma urged the government
to establish new industries in
the Kutlehar constituency.

He expressed his gratitude
to the people of Kutlehar for
sending him to the Assembly,
mentioning that it is the first
time in 34 years that a member
of his family has been elected,
following in the footsteps of
his late father, Ramnath
Sharma, who also served as an
MLA. MLA Vivek Sharma
emphasized the need for
industrial units in the Kutlehar
area, noting that currently,
only 4 to 5 industries in the
region provide employment.
He stated that the youth of

Kutlehar are eager for local
industries so they don’t have

to seek employment
elsewhere. He highlighted that
the railway facilities in Una
would be advantageous for
these industries. In response to
his demand, State Industry
Minister  Harsh ~ Vardhan
acknowledged the proposal
for  industrialization  in
Jogipanga, a part of the
Kutlehar constituency, and
assured that the plan would be

implemented on the ground
soon. He mentioned that a
proposal has been received for
setting up an industrial unit on

300 kanals of land in
Jogipanga. The  minister
affirmed that the full

industrialization of Kutlehar is
a priority for both him and the
state government to ensure
local employment
opportunities for the youth.
During the session, MLA
Vivek Sharma criticized the

BJP for politicizing the recent
disasters caused by heavy
rains. He noted that the state
suffered significant damage
due to last year’s heavy
rains, and this year has
brought further devastation.
Sharma praised the
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
government for standing by
the affected families, while
accusing the opposition,
particularly the BJP, of
engaging in politics instead
of playing a constructive
role during the crisis. He
also pointed out that
Kutlehar had been severely
affected by the rains, with
many homes located near
riverbanks at risk. He urged
the government to introduce
a new package for the
channelization of these
rivers to protect the homes
in the region.

Red Ribbon Club members give
message of preventlon from AIDS

AVINASH CHAUHAN
AMB: An AIDS awareness
program was organized at
Government Excellence
College Amb on Saturday,
courtesy of the Red Ribbon
Club. An intensive campaign
is being run across the
country to spread awareness
about HIV AIDS as per the
instructions of the National
AIDS Control Organization
and the Health Department.
On this occasion, 75 students
of the Red Ribbon Club were
present and a street play was
organized in the college
under the direction of Red
Ribbon Club in-charge Prof.
Ashish and Dr. Ashutosh. In
this, the students of the
college gave the message of
AIDS awareness to the
people through a street play.
Through the play, the
students gave the message of
the spread of AIDS and its
prevention.

College Principal Prof.

Darshan Kumar said that the
objective of these activities
is to spread awareness about
HIV AIDS among students
and to spread correct
information in the society. In
his statement, he said that the
objective of the street play
has been to make the society
aware of it. AIDS does not
spread by shaking hands,
eating together and wearing
each other's clothes. An
attempt was made to remove
the misunderstandings that
are spread in the society
about it through this play. At

the end of the street play
Prof. Ashish made all the
members of the club aware
about AIDS and said that
AIDS is an incurable disease.
The only way to prevent it is
awareness. He said that in

the last few years, the
number of AIDS patients in
Himachal  Pradesh  has
decreased. The only way to
prevent  this incurable
disease of the world is
awareness. On this occasion,
all the staff members
including  Prof. Rekha
Sharma were present

BJP membership campaign
meeting concludes

SHANTI GAUTAM
BADDI, AUG 31

The BJP Mandal Nalagarh
successfully conducted a
workshop on the Membership
Campaign-2024 under the
chairmanship of Mandal
President Manohar Thakur.
The workshop saw the
presence of BJP State
President Dr. Rajeev Bindal as
the chief guest. Additionally,
former MLA and state
spokesperson  Lakhwinder
Rana, former MLA K.L.
Thakur, and Mandal in-charge
of the Membership Campaign
and State Vice President of the
Kisan Morcha, Ravinder
Parihar, were also in
attendance. The workshop
was attended by senior leaders
and workers from the
Nalagarh Mandal.

The primary focus of the
workshop was to discuss
strategies for making the

membership campaign a
success. Dr. Rajeev Bindal
announced the launch of a
missed call number,
8800002024, which will be
operational from September
2. He encouraged people to
join the world’s largest
political party, the BJP, by
giving a missed call on the
provided number. The main
objective of the workshop
was to broaden the scope of
the  BJP's  membership

campaign.

to every citizen.

discussed

the upcoming elections.

In his inspiring
address, Dr. Rajeev Bindal
urged party workers to
connect as many people as
possible with the BJP and
emphasized the importance of
spreading the party's ideology
Senior
leaders and workers pledged
to take the party's policies and
principles to the people and
strategies  to
strengthen the BJP further in

7.5 crore for Buhal and Dehar Khad
Embankment: Agriculture Minister

DAULAT CHAUHAN
JAWALI: The State Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry Minister, Chander Kumar, laid the

foundation stone for nine tube wells in Buskada village
of Maira Panchayat within Jawali
constituency. During the event, he announced that these
tube wells, costing Rs. 5.31 crore, will provide
irrigation facilities to 145 hectares of land, benefiting
124 families in the Bharmad region. Chander Kumar
emphasized that his priority is to ensure every
household has access to drinking water and every field
has irrigation facilities. To achieve this, a network of
tube wells is being established across the Jawali
Assembly constituency. He also mentioned that 15
more tube wells are planned for the area, and the
Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) for these have been
submitted to the government for approval,
construction expected to begin soon.

Assembly

with

Target to provide insurance protection to all
citizens of country by 2047: Sunil Dogra

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, AUG 31

The Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) organized a
two-day  meeting  with
insurance  companies in
Mumbai to fulfill the target of
providing insurance protection
to all citizens of the country by
2047. Giving information
about the meeting, financial
advisor Sunil Dogra said that
in order to ensure that all
citizens  have insurance
protection, IRDAI has asked
insurance companies to make
insurance  products more
affordable. Due to which there
is a possibility of getting
insurance policies at a

premiums of products like
health insurance, many senior
citizens are not able to take
advantage of  insurance
products.

The Insurance Council
organized a meeting in
Mumbai with the aim of
insurance for all, in which
emphasis was laid on adopting

service to the policy holder,
bringing speed in settlement of

claims and resolving
complaints at a fast pace. In
the  meeting, insurance

companies were suggested to
launch different products,
reduce insurance premiums
amid growing competition and
increase distribution channels,
so that the reach of insurance
products increases. Especially
in remote areas, in this
meeting, companies suggested
that operations can be further
improved by using InsurTech.
Sunil Dogra said that IRDAI
has already announced many
changes to the insurance
industry from October 1,
2024, under which the
customer can now close his

SJVN conferred with Prestigious Navratna
Status by Government of India

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, AUG 31

SJVN has been conferred
with prestigious Navratna
status by Department of
Public Enterprises,
Government of India. This
prestigious recognition,
making company  25th
Navratna of India, marks a
momentous milestone in
SIJVN’s 36-year journey.
Sushil Sharma, Chairman &
Managing Director, SIVN
expressed his  heartfelt
gratitude  for  visionary
leadership of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Sh. Narendra Modi
in witnessing this historical

reasonable price in the coming  a customer-centric approachto  life insurance policy even after  day. He expressed
time. He said that due to high  improve the delivery of one year. gratefulness for continuous
T ]

xaa

guidance and unwavering
support of Finance Minister
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman
and Hon’ble Power Minister

Government of Himachal
Pradesh for always assisting
the company as an Equity
Partner.

Sh. Sharma said, "the
Navratna status is conferred
upon select CPSEs that have
consistently demonstrated
exceptional financial
performance and managerial
efficiency. This will allow us
greater  financial and
operational freedom to
further our business interests
and contribute to nation’s
energy security.

The Navratna status not
only recognizes SJVN's past
achievements but also sets

contribute more significantly
to government’s vision of
achieving 500 GW of
renewable energy capacity
by 2030.”

The company can now
make investment on its
projects  without  any
financial ceiling, thereby
accelerating the growth path
of the company.
Additionally, company can
invest up to 30% of its net
worth annually, further
fueling its  ambitious
expansion plans.

This enhanced autonomy
also allows SJVN to form
joint  ventures, set up

operations.

SJVN was accorded the
coveted Miniratna status in
2008. Currently, SJVN
boasts a project portfolio of
56,802.4 MW, with thirteen
projects totaling 2466.5 MW
of installed capacity under
operation and 75 projects
under various stages of
implementation across
hydro, solar, wind, thermal,
and transmission lines.

The company
established in 1988 as a joint
venture between the

Government of India and the
Government of Himachal
Pradesh, has grown into a

Sh.  Manohar Lal. Sh. the stage for us to undertake overseas subsidiaries and multi-faceted power entity
Sharma also extended larger  projects, form undertake  organizational with operations across India
special thanks to strategic partnerships and restructuring to optimize its and Nepal.

[ ]



Randeep Kumar
Sharma takes
charge as new
police chief Bhadso

RAKESH JINDAL
NABHA: Randeep Kumar Sharma has
been posted as the new station house
officer at Bhadso police station, before
that he has also served in Amloh,
Khanna, and Machiwara while meeting
with the journalist after assuming the
post at Bhdso police station, Randeep
Kumar Sharma
said that alcohol
Caused by drunk
drivingIn order to
prevent accidents,
the police will
block them and
~ arrest them.

Under this series, people who drive
under the influence of alcohol will be
checked by blocking outside the
marriage palaces. Where applications
from the general publicBy speeding up
the settlement, they will get justice
without delay, at the same time the
mischievous elements will be arrested
50 that the law and order situation is
maintained. He said that special efforts
will be made to curb drug trafficking, in
this the support of the general public
should also be given because without
the support of the general public, the
complete elimination of drug trafficking
is not possible. At the same time, he
said that the small-scale fights between
the villages should be settled by the
panchayats at their own level so that
brotherhood is maintained.

Villagers protest
Administrative Inaction
on lllegal Encroachment
of Pond Land

MAINPAL KASHYAP
INDRI: Despite filing complaints with the
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Dr. Gurinder Singh retires after 27 years of distinguished service at Khalsa College

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: Dr. Gurinder
Singh, Principal of Guru
Nanak Khalsa College,
Karnal, has retired after an
illustrious career spanning
27 years of dedicated
service. A grand farewell
ceremony was held in his
honor, where he was

for hrs

recognized i
exceptional contributions

to the college. Dr.
Gurinder Singh began his
journey at Khalsa College
on 7th August 1997,
joining as a lecturer.

Over the years, he has
held various key positions,
including serving as the
Principal for the past two
years. During the farewell

event, the college
management committee’s
President, S. Kanwarjeet
Singh Prince, honored Dr.
Singh with a bouquet and a
letter of commendation,
acknowledging his
unwavering commitment
and significant
achievements.

PM Modi flags off three Vande Bharat
trains to boost connectivity

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, AUG 31

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday flagged off
three Vande Bharat trains via
video conferencing.

Vande Bharat Express
will "improve the
connectivity" on three routes,
Meerut — Lucknow, Madurali
— Bengaluru and Chennai -
Nagercoil.

Speaking at the event,
Modi said, "This expansion
of trains is taking us to our
vision of Viksit Bharat".

He added that these three
new Vande Bharat trains will
connect the important and
historic cities.

"Temple city Madurai
will now get connected to the
IT city Bengaluru and
benefits both pilgrims and
employees".

working professionals.

The Prime Minister
underlined that the rapid
development of Southern
states is imperative to
accomplish the goal of Viksit
Bharat.

“Southern India is the
land of immense talent,
resources and opportunities”,
he remarked, noting that the
development of Tamil Nadu

Railways is an example of
the government’s
commitment. He informed
that more than Rs 6000 crore
has been allocated in Rail
budget for Tamil Nadu this
year, 7 times more than in
2014.

He informed, “Today,
102 Vande Bharat rail
services are being operated
across the country and more

Vande Bharat trains but also
a symbol of the aspirations
and dreams of India.

The Meerut City -
Lucknow Vande Bharat will
help passengers save around
1 hour in comparison to the
current fastest train between
the two cities. As per
Railway Ministry, Chennai
Egmore — Nagercoil Vande
Bharat and Madurai -

Rising inflation,
unemployment have broken
back of people* Gondar

KAMAL SHARMA
TARAORI, AUG 31

Senior Congress leader Rajiv
Mamuram Gondar said that
the BJP rule has kept the
Nilokheri constituency,
Nissing Block and the state
far away from development
in which the BJP
government has not given
the status of tehsil and sub-
division to the sub-tehsil
built in 1980 in Nissing area
in its 10-year tenure. Nissing
CHC has become a referral
center due to lack of doctors
and the people of the block
have to turn to other cities
including Karnal,
Chandigarh and Delhi for
medical facilities. Rajiv
Mamuram Gondar alleged
that in the BJP rule the rich
are becoming richer and the

the state are roaming on the
streets due to unemployment
and the state government is

in deep sleep. Due to
unemployment, the youth of
the state are forced to sell
their land and go abroad.
Gondar said that the BJP
government has
discriminated against the
people of the state in every

stronger day by day and
people from all over the
state are leaving other
parties and joining the
Congress party, not only is
the party's organisation
getting stronger, but it is
also clear that the trust of
the people of the state in
the Congress is also
increasing. Gondar claimed

He further added that
similarly, the Chennai to

authorities, no action has been taken
against the illegal encroachment on the

village pond land in Udana, causing i

growing frustration among the villagers. Nage rC? il it Van dﬁ bB h arfa:
Bindar Sharma, a resident of Udana, connectivity - wi eneri
reported that some individuals have students, farmers, and

illegally constructed houses on the pond

along with the entire than 3 crore people have
Southern India is the travelled in these trains so
government’s priority. far”. The PM emphasized

Modi said that the that these numbers are not
development journey of only proof of the success of

Bengaluru Vande Bharat
trains will cover the journey
saving more than 2 hours and
around 1 hour 30 minutes
respectively.

poor are becoming poorer.
Rising inflation and rising
unemployment in the state
have broken the back of the
common man. The youth of

field, but in the Congress
party, everyone's interests
are safe. The organisation of
the Congress party in the
constituency is  getting

that the coming time
belongs to the Congress
party and the Congress
government will be formed
in the state once again.

land in the village, and despite repeated
complaints to the administration, no action
has been taken. The lack of response
from the authorities has led to anger and
resentment among the local residents. A
complaint was submitted o the Deputy
Commissioner of Kamal, requesting the
removal of the illegal encroachments, but
no action has been taken so far. The
complainant accused the administration of
negligence, stating that more than a

DALBIR MALIK
KURUKSHETRA, AUG 31

Sustainable Development Growth key to achieve
Developed India 2047 goals: Registrar KUK

month has passed since the complaint
was filed, yet the Block Development and
Panchayat Officer (BDPO) of Indri has not
taken the issue seriously.

Letter writing activities for
students in Grades 3to 50n
National Teacher's Day
under NIPUN Program

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA

KARNAL: The Haryana School
Education Department has initiated a
special activity under the NIPUN Mission
program to enhance writing skills among
students from grades 3
to 5. On National
Teacher's Day, students
across the district of
Karnal will engage in
letter-writing activities,
from learning how to write letters to
posting them. District FLN Coordinator
Vipin Kumar explained that this initiative

completed

environmental

Chauhan,  Chairperson,

is a commendable effort by the > L
department to develop writing skils achievements and knowledge generated with
among primary students. the healthy discussions. Prof. Nagesh Kumar,

The ICSSR sponsored Two Day National
Seminar on “Vision 2047: Aligning SDGs with
India’s Development Aspirations” organized by
Department of Economics,
University, Kurukshetra and academically
supported by Indian Economic Association
successfully  on
Registrar of Kurukshetra University, Prof.
Sanjeev Sharma, was the Chief Guest of the
valedictory session. Prof Sharma, in his speech,
said that there is a need to prepare an ambitious
and revolutionary agenda to reach the goals of
Developed India 2047. This vision includes
various aspects of sustainable development
including economic growth, social progress,
sustainability
governance. Seminar Director, Prof. Ashok
Department  of
Economics welcomed all the dignitaries,
guests, and participants. After that Dr. Priya
Sharma, Organizing Secretary of the seminar,
presented the report while highlighting the

Kurukshetra

30.08.2024.

Director, ISID, New Delhi delivered his
valedictory address. Deputy Director Public
Relations Department, Dr Jimmy Sharma
informed that on the second day of the seminar,
six technical sessions were conducted in both
online and offline modes, where more than 120
participants from different States of India
presented their papers covering the sub-themes
including socio-economic disparities, universal
healthcare, quality education, climate change,
water management, rural development, women
empowerment, circular economy, financial
inclusion, and ethical governance.

and good

Medical check-up camp related to skin
diseases held at Tathguru Hospital in Barnala

DAV Police Public School, Jagadhri students
win Gold Medals in Cluster Level Sports

KARNPREET KARAN

BARNALA: A large number of patients participated in the skin
disease camp held every week at Tathtguru Hospital Nanaksar
Road in Barnala district. Cosmetic surgeon Dr. Pahulpreet Kaur
(BDS) PGIMS said that this camp was organized under the
supervision of Dr. Gagandeep Singh (ENT) with the support of
Fakat Guru Hospital! In this camp, about 150 patients, including
young boys and girls, old people and children, got treatment for
their ailments. While talking about the skin patients, he said that
it is caused by underground chemical water, eating mistakes,
lack of internal and physical hygiene, etc. Many patients of skin
diseases were found at Barnala, but now every Friday from 2 pm
to 5.30 pm baldness, Dark spots, acne, skin disease, ringworm,
fungal ringworm, itching, psoriasis, eczema, burn marks, old
injury marks, white spots on the eyelids, discoloration Pimples
Pimple Treatment PRP Getting new hair, treatment of pimples
with Japanese machines and treatment of eczema is conditional,
in this camp Congress district president Kuldeep Singh Kala
Dhillon joined with his party leaders Malkit Singh Thind and
Gurmeet Singh Thind were present!

RAHUL KOHLI

JAGADHRI: Students from DAV Police Public School,
Jagadhri, have not only been excelling in academics but have
also proven their mettle in sports by winning positions and
trophies at various levels. In the DAV Cluster Level
Competition held in Panchkula, the school's students
showcased their athletic prowess. In the under-14 category,
Naitik won the gold medal in the 400-meter relay race, and
Lavpreet secured a gold in shot put. Naitik also won silver
medals in the 200-meter and 400-meter races, while Nikhil
took silver in shot put. In the under-17 category, Amardeep
and Naman each won gold in the 100-meter race. Pushpinder
earned a silver medal in the 1500-meter and 800-meter races,
while Naman also secured silver in the 1600-meter relay
race. Takhshya won silver in the high jump, and Himanshu
in the long jump. Naman additionally won a bronze medal in
the 400-meter relay race. Under the guidance of Coach Lalit,
all the athletes received excellent training and brought glory
to their school with their victories.

National Sports Day celebrated at RP
Internatronal Sr Sec School Sehna

BALWINDER AZAD

BARNALA DEHATI: R. P. International Senior. National
Sports Day was celebrated with great enthusiasm in
Secondary School, Shehna on 29th August. On this special
occasion, games were organized for children of pre-primary
classes, which included exciting competitions like running,
frog race and hurdle race. Children participated in these
games with all their strength and enthusiasm. National Sports
Day is organized in honor of legendary hockey player Major
Dhyan Chand, who is called the 'Wizard of Hockey'. Dhyan
Chand won three gold medals for India in the 1928, 1932, and
1936 Olympic Games. His on-field performance with the
hockey stick earned him the title of 'Hockey Wizard'. Anuj
Sharma, Principal of the school said on the occasion, "The
main purpose of National Sports Day is to promote sports and
sportsmanship. This day gives us an opportunity to honor and
encourage the outstanding performance of our sportspersons.
Celebrating this day every year increases awareness of sports,
which inspires our youth to choose sports as their career.”
Such activities not only instill enthusiasm and enthusiasm in
children, but also develop a positive attitude towards sports,
which is important for their holistic development.

Jalsa Salana Germany 2024 concludes

with faith inspiring address

VERMA

GURDASPUR: His  Holiness
presided over the concluding
session virtually from the Masroor
Hall in Islamabad, Tilford, whilst
more than 42,000 people gathered
at the Jalsa site in Mendig,
Germany. His Holiness delivered
a powerful address expanding on
the proofs of the truthfulness of
the Promised Messiah (peace be
upon him) in reference to his d

writings and modern-day examples of miracles and signs in
support of his truth. As His Holiness began the address, he spoke
of the opposition faced by the Promised Messiah, Hazrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad (peace be upon him), the Founder of the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad
said: “The opponents (of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community)
are so blinded that even though they acknowledge the necessity
of the time for a reformer, they are not willing to accept Hazrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (peace be upon him) as the Promised
Messiah and Mahdi. They are ready to believe in the return of the
prophet of the Israelites and accept him as the Promised Messiah,
but they are not willing to accept the one who, according to the
prophecy of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings
be upon him) and the Promise of Allah, has come in the servitude
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) to renew
the faith.” His Holiness mentioned that despite the fact that
heavenly signs and miracles have been manifested in support of
the claim of Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (peace be upon him),
the opponents have shut their eyes to the truth.

Workshop on Cybersecurity held at
PM Shri Kendriya Vrdyalaya No.

VERMA

GURDASPUR: A workshop on cybersecurity was organised on
Friday at PM Shri Kendriya Vidyalaya No. 1, Air Force Station,
Pathankot, under the leadership of Principal Karambir Singh.
The event began with Vice Principal Mrs. Nidhi Sood
welcoming the guests from Air Force Station, Pathankot. While
expressing her views on cybersecurity, she mentioned that it is
one of the most crucial needs of the present time. Nowadays,
incidents of fraud are increasing on online shopping and social
media platforms. In this workshop, Air Force officers GCDR
Abhay Kumar, MWOP K. Sachin, CPL Bhanu, and CPL
Khajuria gave lectures on cybersecurity. They extensively
discussed several issues such as online fraud, virus attacks,
identity theft, clicking on unknown links, ATM fraud, cyber
scams, and social media, and explained the ways to protect
oneself from these threats. The students asked numerous
questions related to cybersecurity, and the officers provided
answers to their queries. The workshop also addressed various
concerns raised by the students.At the end of the programme,
Principal Karambir Singh expressed gratitude to all the Air Force
officers and stated that with the rapid advancement of new
technologies, we are also facing numerous challenges.

Nominee acquitted in the case of
beating and threatening to kill

BALWINDER AZAD

BARNALA DEHATI:  Judicial
Magistrate First Class Barnala Madam
Sukhmeet Kaur's court pronounced the
verdict in the case of beating and
threatening to kill Jasvir Singh, son of
Gurmeet Singh, resident of Raikot
Road, Sant Uttar Dev Nagar, named in
the case. Barnala was acquitted agreeing
with the arguments of defense counsel Dharminder Singh
Dhaliwal and Vikramjit Singh Dhanula. According to the
information of the case, Avtar Singh filed a statement with the
police that | work in the sale and purchase of motorbikes. Jagga
Singh son of Gurmeet Singh stopped the car with his hand, he
again asked about the situation, after which we three went to
Sekha Road street number 6, after that we sat in the car and
went to drop Sandeep Singh at his house. When 1 stopped
the vehicle at Narain Nagar, Jagga Singh called 7-8 people,
who were holding weapons and Kirpans in their hands.
When they made a noise, they ran away from the spot
threatening to kill them On the statements of Avtar Singh,
the police registered a case against Jasveer Singh under
section 271, 323, 341, 506, 148, 149 and sent it to the
honorable court on June 3, 21 at Thana City Barnala. During
the court proceedings in the local court, the defendant's
lawyer Dharminder Singh Dhaliwal and lawyer Vikramjit
Singh Dhanola appeared who during their effective
argument said that the statements given by the plaintiff in
the court and the statements recorded with the police do not
match with each other nor in the plaintiff's case.

Rotary Club Rivera Yamunanagar organizes freeEyeand  Trishu and Mokshi of Pratap Public

Dental check-up camp at Govt High School AmadIpur

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR, AUG 31

Rotary Club Rivera
Yamunanagar has taken
another significant step in its
mission of community
service by organizing a free
eye and dental checkup camp
at Government High School

KAMAL SHARMA

TARAORI: A  debate
competition was organised in
Pratap Public School Taraori.
In the debate competition,
students were divided into
two teams. The public
speaking skills of the
students were honed. The
competition was organised in

Amadlpur. The camp catered

two categories. Students

School first in debate competition

to around 280 students from
classes six to ten, providing
them with complimentary
medical evaluations. Sanjeev
Sethi, President of Rotary
Club Rivera Yamunanagar,
stated that this was their
fourth camp, with plans to
hold similar health camps in
various areas of the district
in the future. He emphasized,
"Our goal is to reach out to

those segments of society
that need healthcare services
but are unable to access
them. This camp is a crucial
initiative where we provided
eye-related information to
the children." Experienced
doctors, Indu Kapoor and
Deepali, conducted the eye
and dental checkups
respectively. Additionally,
the  children  received

guidance on adopting a
healthy lifestyle and
preventing diseases. Pramod
Kumar, the Principal of the
school, praised the initiative
and commended Rotary Club
Rivera for their efforts. He
noted that such health camps
are extremely beneficial,
particularly for children who
have limited access to
healthcare services.

from class V to class X
participated in this debate
competition. In the first
category, students from class
VIII to class X presented
their views in a wonderful
way on the subject of
artificial intelligence, both
the pro and con teams and the
opposition team won. Trishu
and Mokshi came first.
Priyanka and Sneha came

second, Jayant came third,

consolation  prize  was
received by Harsha. In the
next category, students from
class V to VII presented their
views in favour and against
mobile phones. The team that
presented their views in
favour of mobile phones
came first. In this category,
Soumya and Sahiba stood
first. Aarohi and Manya were

second and Bhavna third.
The ideas of all the students
were amazing. The aim of
this debate competition was
for the students to express
their thoughts and opinions
in a wonderful way. School
Director Pithi Chaudhary
motivated the students to
embrace new opportunities
and learn something new
from every experience.

Talent Hunt program held at
Guru Nanak Girls College

RAJNI SONI

YAMUNANAGAR: Guru Nanak Girls College recently
hosted a Talent Hunt program, showcasing the diverse skills
and talents of its students. The event was graced by the
presence of Professor Vivek Chawla, Director of the Cultural
and Youth Department at Kurukshetra University, who
attended as the chief guest. Upon arrival, Professor Chawla
was warmly welcomed by the college's Director, Dr.
Varinder Gandhi, and Principal, Dr. Harvinder Kaur. The
event commenced with the traditional lighting of the lamp,
followed by various performances by the students,
displaying their wide-ranging talents. The winners were
awarded by the chief guest. In the dance competition, Neha
from M.A. Music First Year and Nitasha from B.A. First
Year secured the first position.




“Gandhi 3: Bridginﬂ History

and Modernity with Powerful
Performances; watch in your
nearest Cinemas”

TILAK RAJ

MOHALI: “Gandhi 3” centers around
Garry, a follower of Gandhi, who
undergoes a significant
transformation upon discovering the
true story of Gandhi’s life. This
revelation led Garry to a path of self-
discovery and change, mirroring the
principles of truth that Gandhi
championed.Mandeep Benipal’s
“Gandhi 3" is a compelling narrative
that intertwines historical reverence
with modern-day relevance. The
film'’s strength lies in connecting the
past with the present, making
Gandhi’s teachings accessible and
impactful for today’s audience.
Female Lead role in Gandhi 3 movie
Artist Ankita Saili told she is feeling
good after being a part of Gandhi 3,
she started with “Nayan Jo Dekha
Anvekha” as a female lead role after
that ‘Tera Rang Chadeya'web series
‘Haweli wale’ Raudi Singh and many
more.About a upcoming project she
told some movie and tv serial detail
also will be shared soon.

Dev Kharoud delivers a standout
performance as Gandhi, capturing
the character’s internal conflict and
eventual enlightenment with finesse.
His portrayal is heartfelt and
inspiring, making Garry’s journey
believable and relatable. Lakhwinder
Chahl, Navdeep Kaler, Lucky
Dhaliwal, Dakssh Ajit Singh, Jimmy
Sharma, Karamiit Brar, Rajesh
Kumar, Aditi Aarya, Ankita Saili, and
Dhanveer Singh provide strong
support, adding depth to the
narrative with their nuanced
performances.Gandhi 3 under
Benipal’s direction is commendable,
as he skilfully balances the film’s
historical elements with its
contemporary storyline.

Youth must play an
important role in The
sustainable dev of Punjab:
Komal Mittal

$ L 6i% S

DALJEET AJNOHA
HOSHIARPUR: A seminar on 'Role of
Youth in Sustainable Development'
was organized by the renowned NGO
A4C of Dasua under the chairmanship
of Ms. Komal Mittal, Hon'ble DC
Hoshiarpur at Woodland Overseas
School. Hon'ble DC Hoshiarpur Ms.
Komal Mittal along with NGO Head
Mr. Sanjeev Kumar attended as Chief
Guest and accompanied by Mr.
Sanjeev Sharma (SDM, Hoshiarpur),
PCS Officer Dr. Amandeep Kaur
(Commissioner MC Hoshiarpur), Srijal
Gupta (MD, Caledonian International
School), Mr. Atul Sharma (Associate
Vice President Sonalika Group) Mr.
Mandeep Singh Gill (Managing
Trustee, Woodland Overseas School)
were also present. were

This special event was inaugurated
by the Chief Guest Hon'ble IAS Officer
Mrs. Komal Mittal (DC Hoshiarpur) by
lighting the candle and in her address
told the children that sustainable
development is a development
process which is not only for the
present generation.

Singer Kanshi Ram
Chan's song 'Canada
Mein Balle Balle' released

AMRIK SINGH

AMRITSAR: The song Canada Mein
Balle Balle sung by Punjab's famous
comedian and singer Kanshi Ram
Chan was released in the presence of
famous comedian Ghule Shah, Harpal
Singh Thathewal, social worker
Sandeep Rishi, journalist Gobind
Dhilwan during a press conference
held in Amritsar. In this regard,
Manohar Dhariwal told that the lyricist
of this song is Nishan Sadhu Chak,
music director is Hari Amit, video
director is Sabi Atwal, DO PDR Bhatti,
makeup artist is Jyoti. MD Records
Company has shot this track at various
places in Canada and Punjab. This
track features Surinder Farishta alias
Ghule Shah, International Singer
Harpal Thathewala, Satwinder Singh
Pannu, Manijit Kaur, Kabul, Harpit Hari,
Gurlal Ruhani. This song will soon win
the hearts of the audience worldwide
on social sites and YouTube.
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Chairman National Commission for Safai Karamcharis visits Jalandhar

JALANDHAR (PARAMJIT SINGH): Chairman National Commission for Safai Karamcharis, M. Venkatesan vis-
ited Jalandhar today where he was welcomed by Deputy Commissioner Dr. Himanshu Aggarwal. The Chairman
was honored with a guard of honour by a police contingent upon his arrival. During his visit, Mr. Venkatesan held
adetailed meeting with Jalandhar administration officials to discuss ongoing issues faced by Safai Karamcharis. He
also interacted directly with the sanitation workers, listened to their grievances, and promptly issued directives to

address their concerns. The Chairman emphasized that all Safai Karamcharis,
whether regular or contractual, must receive the facilities entitled to them as per
government norms. These include provident fund, insurance, health services, ESI
registration, identity cards, minimum wages, safety gear, ex-gratia benefits, and
enrollment of regular employees into pension schemes.Mr. Venkatesan stressed
the importance of regular medical check-ups for Safai Karamcharis employed in
various organizations and directed officials to prioritize their welfare.

Biagwant Mann government committed to provide
hiassle-free services to the people: Jimpa

GAURAV GOEL
CHANDIGARH, AUG 31

Punjab Revenue, Rehabilitation and Dis-
aster Management Minister Bram
Shanker Jimpa exhorted all the offi-
cers/employees of the department to
serve the people zealously with integrity

and honesty.

Addressing a seminar at the Mahat-
ma Gandhi State Institute of Public Ad-
ministration (MAGSIPA) here, Jimpa
said that the Punjab government led by
Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann is
committed to provide hassle-free services
to the people and appealed to all staff for
support and cooperation. He said that the
officers/officials are backbone of the
state government and act as a catalyst to
percolate benefits of the schemes of state
government at the ground level. Jimpa
said that citizen centric services should
be delivered to people In a smooth and
hassle free manner so that they don’t face

any sort of inconvenience.

It may be mentioned that a seminar
on conduct, discipline, soft skills and hon-
esty & integrity was conducted for the of-
ficers/employees of the office of Financial
Commissioner Secretariat, Punjab at

MAGSIPA.

In this seminar Special Chief Secre-
tary-cum-Finance Commissioner Rev-
enue K.A.P. Sinha, Secretary Revenue
Alkananda Dayal, Special Secretary Rev-
Singh  besides

enue Upkar

650

officials/employees of Financial Com-
missioners Secretariat, Punjab partici-
pated. Employees who attended the sem-
inar, were guided by the officers by their
personal experiences and office rules/in-
structions. On the occasion, the problems
of the employees were also heard by the

e

Revenue Minister and Financial Com-
missioner Revenue and some were re-
solved on the spot. The rest of the prob-
lems were also assured to be solved soon.
During the seminar, the employees were
also motivated to improve their person-
ality by always being positive.

Deputation of CSCA meets
Governor, Kataria

SUMER GARG
CHANDIGARH, AUG 31

A deputation of Chandigarh
Senior Citizen's Associa-
tion(CSCA) led by its Chair-
man, Dr. B.C.Gupta; Presi-
dent, S.C Aggarwal; Vice
President, Brij Sapra; Secre-
tary General, O.P. Kataria
and Secretary Finance,
V.K.Garg met

Governor of Punjab-cum-
Administrator UT Chandi-
garh, Mr. Gulab Chand
Kataria and presented him
with a memorandum regard-
ing the various issues of
CSCA.

Besides others the main
demands of CSCA includes
that Police beat box staff reg-
ularly at intervals visit at the
residence of senior citizens

for their look after, to provide
more space for the office, so
that CSCA can conduct regu-
lar meetings to discuss their
problems and they sought
Governor's consent to be the
Chief Patron, as an advisor of
association and MPs are the
Patrons of CSCA. Mr. Kataria
listened to the deputationists
carefully & assured them to
do something positively.

Bahadar-ke road industrialist meets
MP Arora for their issues

SHARMA
LUDHIANA, AUG 31

In a significant meeting that
underscores the collaborative
spirit between policymakers
and the industrial sector, MP
(Rajya Sabha) Sanjeev Arora
engaged with a group of in-
dustrialists from Bahadurke
Road, Ludhiana.

The first point of discus-
sion revolved around the ir-
regular electricity cuts that
have been plaguing the man-
ufacturing processes. The in-
dustrialists underscored the
detrimental effects of these
disruptions, which have far-
reaching implications for pro-
ductivity and economic stabil-
ity.

The state of the roads was
another focal point, with the
industrialists highlighting the
dire condition of the infra-
structure that is impeding the
seamless transport of goods.

Recognising the gravity of the
situation, MP Arora assured
the industrialists of swift ac-
tion, meeting was fixed with
Municipal Commissioner and
CA GLADA Sandeep Rishi of
industrialists for an amicable
solution.

A poignant concern was
the absence of a nearby fire
station, with the current facil-
ity being 9 km away, leading
to a substantial delay in emer-
gency response times. MP
Arora acknowledged the
severity of this issue and com-

mitted to seeking a viable so-
lution to enhance the safety
and response capabilities in
the area.

Addressing the law and
order concerns, the industri-
alists called for regular police
patrolling and the establish-
ment of a police chowki to en-
sure a secure environment.
MP Arora gave his assurance
to take this matter up with the
Commissioner of Police Lud-
hiana Kuldeep Singh Chahal,
aiming to bolster the security
measures in place.

In drive against drugs, police
arrested 12 traffickers : SSP

SUMER GARG
SANGRUR, AUG 31

Following the directives of Pun-
jab Chief Minister, Bhagwant
Singh Mann to wage a big war
against drugs, district Police San-
grur is doing well, under which
the Police hasregistered 11 cases
against drug traffickers in the
last one week and 12 accused
were arrested.

Whiledisclosing this informa-
tion, SSP, Sartaj Singh Chahal
said that during a campaign
launched by district Police
against drugs and anti-social ele-
ments, from August 24 to August
31; 9 persons have been arrested
by registering8drug cases under
the NDPS Act. While against
those, who deal in alcohol, 3 cas-
es were registered under the Ex-
cise Act and 3 persons were ar-
rested. SSP said that from Au-
gust 24 to 31, 10 grams of heroin,
over 57 Kg of poppy husk, 74
grams of ganja and 630 drug pills

were recovered under the NDPS
Act. He said that 3 cases have
beenregistered under the Excise
Act and 3 persons have been ar-
rested, 58,500 liters of imported
liquor, 15,000 liters of illegal
liquor was recovered from
them.Chahal while urging the
general public asked them to co-
operate with the Police in this
campaign. He said that in urban
and rural areas of all the sub-di-
visions of the district, the police
officers are holding meetings
with the common people to in-
form them about the ill effects of
drugs.

Motivation talk by Aryans Group of
Colleges, Chandigarh Brand Ambassador

Amir at Bar Association, Ludhiana

SUKH NAHAR
LUDHIANA, AUG 31

“A motivational talk was joint-
ly organized by Aryans College
of Law, Rajpura, Near Chandi-
garh & Bar Association, Disc-
trict Court Complex, Ludhiana.
The Chief Guest of the ceremo-
ny was Amir Hussain Lone,
Captain Para Cricket Team JK.
Dr. Anshu Kataria, Chairman,
Aryans Group of Colleges was
the Guest of Honour & Adv.
Chetan Verma, President, Bar
Association presided over. On
the occasion, Bar Association
members Adv Karan Verma,
senior Vice president, Adv

L, 'L_i'i.ﬁ =

& 1
Sandeep Arora, vice president,
Adv Parminderpal Singh laddi,
Secretary, Adv Karnish Gupta,
Finance Secretary, Adv RK
Maurya, Media incharge , Adv
Rajinder Singh Bhandari, joint
secretary, Adv Dalip Sareen,
senior Advocate were present.
Amir thanked Dr. Anshu
Kataria, Chairman, Aryans
Group of Colleges and while ad-
dressingallmembers of Bar As-
sociation said that Believe in
yourself, your abilities, and
your dreams. Surround your-
self with positive influences
and keep moving forward.
you'll overcome any obstacle
and achieve greatness.

International Fateh Academy made
remarkable impact at North Regional
Hockey Tournament

KULJIT SI
JANDIALA GURU, AUG 31

International Fateh Academy
has made a remarkable im-
pact at the North Regional
Hockey Tournament, secur-
ing a triple triumph that high-
lights their dedication to both
academics and sports. The
academy, known for its
unique approach to education
where every student is re-
quired to participate in a
sport alongside their studies,
continues to excel in various
fields. This commitment to a
holistic education system was
evident in their recent victory

at the ICSE hockey tourna-
ment held at Mata Baljinder
Kaur Memorial Clare Inter-
national Public School in
Moga on August 29, 2024.

The boys' under-19 team
from International Fateh
Academy showcased an out-
standing performance, clinch-
ing the gold medal and setting
a new standard in regional
hockey competitions. This
achievement reflects the hard
work and dedication of both
the students and their expert
coaches, who have consistent-
ly worked to improve their
skills and strategy.

Lecture Cum Interactive Session On Artificial
Intelligence Enlightens 490 NCC Cadets

VERMA
GURDASPUR, AUG 31

In a bid to enrich the minds of
the next generation, a capti-
vating lecture cum interac-
tive session on Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) was conducted at
NCC Training Academy in
Nagrota. The event, orches-
trated by three brilliant stu-
dents, Aditya Thakkar, Aarav
Jain and Lalak Yadav from
the esteemed IIT Jammu illu-

minated and inspired 490
NCC Cadets. The session,
meticulously crafted by the
three IITians delved into the
fascinating realm of Artificial
Intelligence, exploring its ap-
plications, implications, and
potential impact on various
sectors. Through engaging
discussions, interactive
demonstrations, and real-
world examples, the students
provided a comprehensive
overview of Al technology,

catering to the diverse inter-
ests and backgrounds of the
young cadets. "We are thrilled
to have had the opportunity to
share our passion for Artifi-
cial Intelligence with the
young minds of the NCC
Cadets “remarked Aarav". It
was inspiring to witness their
enthusiasm and curiosity,
and we hope that our session
has sparked a lasting interest
in AI among the cadets,"
added Lalak and Aaditya.

Block level games under KWPD will
start from Sept 3:DC

SANGRUR (SUMER GARG) The Chief Minister of Punjab,
Bhagwant Singh Mann, has started the third season of Kheda
Watan Punjab Dian (KWPD) from Sangrur, under which the
block level sports competitions are going to start from Sep-
tember 3. While giving this information,
Deputy Commissioner (DC), Jitendra Jor-
wal said that from September 3 to Septem-
ber 5; 7 sports competitions will be held in
various schools and sports stadiums of
Block Bhawanigarh and Block Sunam Ud-
ham Singh Wala.

DC said that about 5 thousand players
belonging to these two blocks will partici-
pate in these sports competitions and ex- |,
press their sports skills in these games. He
said that with the aim of promoting the
sports culture in the state, the Punjab gov-
ernment had successfully organized block level, district level
and state level sports competitions under 'KWPD' in the last
two years. Under these series, games of the third season of the
state Players of all age groups will participate with Josho
Kharosh. While urging the sports lovers of district Sangrur DC
said that they must participate in these sports competitions be-
ing conducted at different places for the encouragement of
these sportsmen.In this regard, District Sports Officer,
Navdeep Singh, while giving further information, said that
from September 3 to 5, sports competitions of football, athlet-
ics, kho kho, volleyball shooting and volleyball smashing will
become the center of attraction at Adarsh School Balad Khurd
of Bhawanigarh.

Sohni Mahiwal play captivates audience at
CSNA National Theatre Festival

NILESH SETH
CHANDIGARH, AUG 31

The timeless Punjabi folk tale
of Sohni Mahiwal came alive
on stage at the Tagore The-
atre in Chandigarh, mesmer-
izing the audience with its
poignant portrayal of love,
sacrifice, and tragedy.

This compelling perform-
ance was part of the ongoing
5-Day CSNA National Theatre
Festival organized by the
Chandigarh Sangeet Natak
Akademi, in collaboration
with the North Central Zone
Cultural Center, Prayagraj,
and Sangeet Natak Akademi,
New Delhi.The play, penned
by playwright Ekam
Maanuke and skillfully di-
rected by Dr. Navdeep Kaur,
beautifully depicted the
heart-wrenching story of
Sohni, a potter's daughter,
and Mahiwal, a trader from

Bukhara, who fall in love
against all societal norms.
Their story is one of passion
and longing, culminating in a
tragic yet immortal ending
that has resonated through
centuries in Punjabi folklore.

The stage design and di-
rection by Dr. Navdeep Kaur
captured the rustic beauty of
Punjab's landscape and the
emotional depth of the char-

acters, bringing an authentic-
ity that resonated deeply with
the audience. The music, com-
posed by Dr. Tejinder Singh,
added a lyrical quality to the
narrative, enhancing the
emotional intensity of the
performance.The play fea-
tured a talented cast of stu-
dents from the Department of
Indian Theatre, Panjab Uni-
versity Chandigarh, who de-

livered powerful performanc-
es that brought the charac-
ters of Sohni and Mahiwal to
life. The chemistry between
the lead actors was palpable,
drawing the audience into the
depths of their tragic love sto-
ry.The final performance of
the festival, Sohni Mahiwal,
left a lasting impact on those
present, highlighting the en-
during nature of folklore and
its relevance to contemporary
audiences. As the curtains
fell, the applause was a testa-
ment to the exceptional
artistry and the emotional
connection forged between
the performers and the audi-
ence. The CSNA National
Theatre Festival continues to
be a vibrant platform for
showcasing India's rich cul-
tural heritage, with plays like
Sohni Mahiwal offering a
window into the region's soul-
stirring folklore.

Career orientation program organized
at Shivalik College by HCL Tech

NANGAL (KULVINDER BHATIA): Today, a career orientation
program was organized at Government Shivalik College, Naya

Nangal, under the adept leadership of Principal Seema Saini.
The event was conducted by HCL Tech and saw participation
from around 80 students across various departments of the col-
lege. Professors Rohit Kumar, Pooja Sharma, and Raminderjeet
Kaur were instrumental in organizing the program. Principal
Seema Saini, who is always keen on ensuring a bright future for
her students, regularly organizes such events at the college.
HCL Tech official Deepak Sharma provided the students with
insights into the Tech Bee program. He detailed the eligibility
criteria, fees, higher education opportunities, career guidance,
and scholarships offered under the program. An online test was
conducted for the students who applied for the program, with
the selected candidates set to receive employment opportunities
with HCL Tech. Miss Sonia from the Computer Science faculty
also participated in the event.

Chief Justice Sheel Nagu inaugurates
new Judicial Court Complex Mukerian
through virtual mode

_ & | Y | ;
HOSHIARPUR (DALJEET AJNOHA): Chief Justice of Punjab
and Haryana High Court Sheel Nagu inaugurated the new
Judicial Court Complex Mukerian today through virtual
mode. During this, Hon'ble Judge of Punjab and Haryana
High Court and Chairman of Building Committee Justice
Gurmeet Singh Sandhawalia and other judges were present
with him, while Judge of Punjab and Haryana High Court
and Managing Judge of Session Division Hoshiarpur Justice
Manjari Nehru Kaul participated in the grand inauguration
ceremony of the new Judicial Court Complex Mukerian.

During this, She also visited various sections of the new
complex along with District and Session Judge Hoshiarpur
Dilbag Singh Johal, Deputy Commissioner Hoshiarpur
Komal Mittal, SSP Hoshiarpur Surendra Lamba and other
judicial officers.
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Nangana Ranaut reveals censor board

certification for ‘Emergency’ on hold

ew Delhi Actor-turned-

politician Kangana Ranaut

has revealed that her much-
anticipated political drama
'Emergency’ is still awaiting
certification from the Central Board
of Film Certification (CBFC).The
film, which delves into the
tumultuous period of former Indian
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's
tenure, has encountered unexpected
hurdles due to its sensitive subject
matter, Kangana revealed in a social
media post.Despite earlier reports
suggesting that 'Emergency' had
received clearance from the CBFC,
Kangana disclosed that the film's
certification is currently on hold.
"There have been rumours
circulating that my film Emergency
has been certified by the Censor
Board. This is not true. While our
film did receive clearance from the
CBFC, the certification was on hold

due to numerous death threats
against members of the censor
board," Kangana said.

Kangana expressed her frustration
over the situation, highlighting the
pressures faced by the filmmakers.
She elaborated, "This has put
pressure on us not to depict the
assassination of Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
Bhindrawale, and the Punjab riots in
the film. This raises the question -
what can we actually show in the
film? That the film blacks out all of a
sudden."

"This is an unbelievable time for me
and I am very sorry for the state of
things in this country," she added.
The complex dynamics surrounding
the film's content explore politically
sensitive themes that have sparked
considerable debate.

'Emergency’, a project helmed
entirely by Kangana Ranaut, boasts
a stellar cast including Anupam

Kher, Mahima Chaudhary, Milind
Soman, Shreyas Talpade, Vishak
Nair, and the late Satish Kaushik in
pivotal roles.

Based on the period when the
emergency was imposed in the
country in 1975, it stars Ranaut as
the former Prime Minister of India,
Indira Gandhi.

Recently, makers intrigued the
audience with the official trailer.
The trailer shows young Indira's
bond with her father, the late Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, as she
entered politics. It then shows how
she dealt with conflicts, political
turmoil, and other issues over her
lengthy career.

It also gives glimpses into the
various issues that the film touches
including the Emergency period, the
Shimla Agreement, the rise of the
Khalistan movement, and JP
Andolan, among others.

Salim-Javed attend speciaP
screening of ‘Sholay' in Mumbai

‘ ’eteran writers Salim Khan and
Javed Akhtar, who were the
masterminds behind 'Sholay’,
came together for a special screening of
the iconic film in Mumbai on
Saturday.The screening at Regal
Cinema was also attended by Shabana
Azmi, Zoya Akhtar, Vikramaditya
Motwane, Siddharth Roy Kapur, Kunal
Roy Kapur, and more.Film Heritage
Foundation (FHF) organised the
screening of the nearly 50-year-old
vintage 70 mm cinemascope print of the
iconicblockbuster Sholay (1975).
'‘Sholay' revolves around the village
of Ramgarh, where retired police chief
Thakur Baldev Singh (Sanjeev Kumar)
plots to bring down the notorious bandit
Gabbar Singh (Amjad Khan) and enlists
the help of two lesser criminals, Jai
(Amitabh Bachchan) and Veeru

(Dharmendra). When Gabbar attacks
the village, Jai and Veeru wonder why
Thakur does nothing to help them. They
soon learn that he has no arms and that
Gabbar was the one who cut them off.
Enraged by this, they redouble their
effortstohelp Thakur.

The special screening comes a few
days after the legendary writer jodi
opened up about their historic
partnership in Prime Video's docuseries
'Angry YoungMen'.

It features interviews with
celebrities like Salman Khan, Aamir
Khan, Hrithik Roshan, Karan Johar,
Amitabh Bachchan, Shabana Azmi,
Farhan Akhtar, Zoya Akhtar,and more.

Directed by Namrata Rao, the three-
part documentary is produced by
Salman Khan Films, Excel Media and
Entertainment,and Tiger Baby.
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Divine Solitaires Sees Strong Response to 3rd Edition
of The Solitaire Festival of India (TSFI)

has garnered an enthusiastic response to the third edition

of The Solitaire Festival of India (TSFI), launched on 1st
august with Bollywood actor Vaani Kapoor. Known as India’s
largest diamond solitaire promotion, TSFI is hosted in over 200
partner jeweler stores across more than 100 cities and online,
showcasing exquisite diamond solitaires starting at INR 20,000.
This annual August event rewards customers with exclusive prizes
and unveils fresh diamond designs, with no discounts but
consistent pricing nationwide. Vaani Kapoor, the festival’s face,
emphasized, "Solitaires symbolize love, commitment, and
promise, and Divine Solitaires offers the finest to celebrate your
milestones."
Inan exclusive interview with Yugmarg, Jignesh Mehta, Founder of
Divine Solitaires, discussed the festival and its significance.
Hereare some excerpts:
Q: Could you tell us about the Solitaire Festival of
India you’re organizing?
Jignesh Mehta: Of course. The festival is called the
Solitaire Festival of India, which we organize every
year in August. This year, we're almost at the
end—tomorrow is actually the last day. So, from
August 1st to August 31st, we celebrate this as the
Solitaire Festival of India. It's the largest diamond
jewelry festival or consumer festival in the country, with
no other festival having such a widespread
presence. We're available at 200 different
retailers across 103 cities. The top jewelers
in each of these cities participate by
selling solitaire diamond jewelry at a
Divine Solitaire counter. There’s no
other festival as big as this for
diamond jewelry retailingin India.
Q: Is this the first season of the

D ivine Solitaires, a leading diamond solitaire jewelry brand,

festival, or have you organized it before?
Jignesh Mehta: This is actually the third season. To give you an
idea, our products are strictly MRP-priced, with no discounts or
price variations across cities. This is quite unique, especially in the
diamond industry. Even chain stores might have different prices
in different locations, but with us, it's a uniform price across all
cities in India. However, during this month, we offer a special
scheme where customers receive an assured gift with every
purchase, ranging from headphones to refrigerators, bikes,
and even cars. Plus, every week, there's a lucky draw where we
give away a car, and the grand bumper draw features an SUV
from Mahindra.
Q: How has the response been over the last 30 days?
Jignesh Mehta: The response has been unbelievable. We've
had a lot of repeat customers and many new ones who
were thrilled with our products and services.
Solitaire is a very emotional purchase, often
associated with engagements and
anniversaries, so it's a very personal and
significant gift. The experience we provide, witha
transparent understanding of diamond value,
" makes our customers very happy. This year, we've
“ seen almost a 60% growth compared to last year,
with nearly 7,000 customers taking advantage of the
scheme.
Q: How many of these customers are
new?
Jignesh Mehta: Around 90% of
them are new, which means
we've added approximately
6,300 new customers this
year.
Q: What is the starting
price of Divine Solitaire

jewelry?
Jignesh Mehta: That's the beauty of it. Our products start at
230,000 and can go up to z2-3 crores, so there’s something for

everyone. But the guarantee is that it's the most beautiful and
perfectly cut diamond, ensuring the best quality. It's available both
onlineand through 200 jewelers across the country.

Q: How big is the solitaire market in India, and what growth do
youforesee?

Jignesh Mehta: The diamond jewelry market is around 275,000

crores, with solitaire diamond jewelry accounting for about 225,000

crores. We are the only market player focused on solitaire. The
growth in the solitaire jewelry category is the highest among all
jewelry categories, and it's expected to continue growing rapidly. In
Western countries, solitaire jewelry makes up 70% of total jewelry
sales, whereas in India, it's less than 10%. However, with the new
generation preferring diamond engagement rings, this is changing
fast. Ourjewelry starts at 230,000, which is affordable for the middle

class. It’s not just for the rich; it's for everyone. A person can spend
two to three months' salary on a solitaire ring, which symbolizes
theirrelationship.

Q: Whatabout the resale value of Divine Solitaire?

Jignesh Mehta: We offer 90% of the current value anywhere in the
country. This is very transparent and can be checked on our
website or mobile application using the unique numberinscribed on
eachdiamond.

Q: Have you encountered any issues with counterfeit
products?

Jignesh Mehta: Some people misuse our name, but we've taken
measures to ensure our customers aren't cheated. All our products
are sealed, and the unique number inscribed on each diamond
makes it impossible to replace or counterfeit. We also provide all
the information digitally, ensuring complete transparency.

Amid "Stree 2’ Suceess,
Raikummar Rao announees

his new film‘Maahk’

Rao's birthday today

and he gave the perfect
return gift to his fans by
announcing his new
project.
Titled 'Maalik', the film is
being directed by Pulkit.
The shoot has already
commenced.

Sharing his look from
the film, RajKummar Rao
took to Instagram and
wrote, "#Maalik ki duniya
mein aapka Swagat hai.
Shoot shuru ho chuka hai,
jaldhimulagathogi!"

In the poster,
RajKummar could be seen
ingundaavatar withagun
in his hand. He gave an
intenselook.

The poster read,
"Paeda nahi huye toh kya,
ban toh sakte hai (What if
we aren't born that way
but we can become)."

The film's update left
netizens excited.

"Jeeee baat," actor and
RajKummar's wife
Patralekhaa commented.

"Terrific Raju.. keep
shining and keep rising,"
filmmaker Abhishek
Kapoor wrote.

'Maalik'

It's actor RajKummar

will be

bankrolled by Kumar

Taurani of Tips Films and
Jay Shewakramani of
Northern Lights Films.

Meanwhile,
RajKummar is basking in
the success of 'Stree 2,
which also stars Shraddha
Kapoor.

The Shraddha Kapoor
and Rajkummar Rao-
starrer horror-comedy
has now become the
highest-grossing Hindi
film in the country in its
second week at the box
office.As per trade analyst
Taran Adarsh, the film
has scored a total Rs 453.60
crore net during the
second week.

The Shraddha Kapoor
and Rajkummar Rao-
starrer, which faced a Box
Office clash with 'Khel
Khel Mein' and 'Vedaa' on
August 15, quickly became
the top choice for
moviegoers, surpassing
the other two by a huge
margin.'Stree 2' is directed
by Amar Kaushik. Actor
Varun Dhawan has a
special cameo in thefilm.

Not only Varun but
Akshay Kumar also made
a special appearance. He
was hailed for his
performance

I o 1?;"”
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nmol Gupta and Deepali Monga on

Zee Punjabi’s New Show “Zaika Punjah Da”

to Savor the True Flavors of Punjab

culinary journey through the heart of Punjab with its new show, ‘Zaika Punjab
Da,’ premiering today at 6 PM. Hosted by the charismatic Anmol Gupta, famed for
his lead role in the hit show "Geet Dholi," and the passionate Deepali Monga,
known for her remarkable contributions to the Punjabi industry, this show promises to be
atreat for food enthusiasts.
‘Zaika Punjab Da’ goes beyond just tasting food; it reveals how each dish gained fame in its
city, making it a must-try for food lovers everywhere. Each episode explores the rich
culinary heritage of different locales across Punjab, including Patiala, Ludhiana,
Amritsar, and Jalandhar. From the smoky flavours of Amritsari kulchas to Patiala's rich
gravies, viewers will experience the unique tastes that define Punjabi cuisine.
The show aims to capture the essence of the dishes and the love and passion that goes into
their preparation. It’s a celebration of Punjab's vibrant food culture and the people who
havekept these traditions alive for generations.
Tune in to Zee Punjabiat 6 PM today and let ‘Zaika Punjab Da’ take you on an unforgettable
gastronomic adventure!
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