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STF to be formed 
to combat
drug menace in 
state

MLA Jagmohan 
Anand reaches 
thanksgiving 
programme 

Kashmir valley 
experiencing 
warm
days, colder nights

Sanjay Dutt, Anil 
Kapoor mourn the 
demise of filmmaker 
Pritish Nandy

Over 50 
paramilitary units 
to be deployed in 
Delhi for R-Day, 
Assembly polls
NEW DELHI: More than 
50 companies of paramili-
tary forces and over 5,000 
police personnel will be 
deployed across Delhi 
ahead of Republic Day 
celebrations and the up-
coming Assembly polls, an 
official said on Thursday.
Delhi Police on Wednes-
day held an inter-state co-
ordination meeting with 
various law enforcement 
agencies to discuss secu-
rity arrangements in the 
national capital.
The meeting was chaired 
by Delhi Police Commis-
sioner Sanjay Arora and 
was attended by senior 
police officers from Harya-
na, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, 
Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, 
Bihar, Rajasthan, Chandi-
garh, and Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Cold weather 
conditions persist 
in Pb, Haryana
CHANDIGARH: Cold 
weather conditions contin-
ued to persist in Punjab 
and Haryana on Thursday 
with Moga being the cold-
est place as it recorded 
the minimum temperature 
of 2.3 degrees Celsius.
Fog was observed in 
some parts of the states 
early in the morning.
In Punjab, Amritsar record-
ed a low of 4.8 degrees 
Celsius, according to a 
meteorological department 
report.

Tirupati Tragedy: 
Two FIRs lodged by 
family members
TIRUPATI: The Tirupati 
East Police have regis-
tered two separate FIRs 
following the deaths of 
multiple devotees during 
the Vaikunta Ekadasi cele-
brations in the temple 
town. The incidents oc-
curred on January 8 at dif-
ferent locations in the city, 
highlighting the challenges 
posed by overcrowding 
during the annual religious 
festival.
The first case involved R. 
Malliga, 50, a resident of 
Tamil Nadu’s Mettur Salem 
district, who collapsed in a 
queue for darshan tokens 
at Vishnunivasam. A com-
plaint was filed by P. Srini-
vasulu, a Tahsildar from 
Balaiahpalli Mandal, stat-
ing that Malliga fainted 
amidst a rush of devotees.

BUREAU 
CHANDIGARH/AMRITSAR, JAN 9 :

In a major breakthrough amidst the ongoing 
drive to make Punjab a safe and secure state, 
Counter Intelligence (CI) Amritsar has busted a 
Pakistan-backed weapon smuggling racket be-
ing operated by absconding smuggler Manjot 
Singh alias Mannu from Dubai with the arrest 
of its one operative a, said Director General of 
Police (DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav here on 
Thursday.

The arrested person has been identified as 
Gurpreet Singh alias Kaka, a native of village 
Havellian in Tarn Taran and currently residing 

at village Saidpur in Amritsar Rural. Police 
teams have also recovered three sophisticated 
pistols— two 9MM Glock and one .30 bore China 
Made Pistol— along with 4 cartridges, besides, 
impounding his grey coloured Honda Activa 
scooter (PB02EF2599), which he was riding. DGP 
Gaurav Yadav said that following a reliable in-
put that a foreign-based Indian individual Man-
jot Singh alias Mannu has been operating a weap-
on smuggling racket through Pakistan with the 
help of following his India based individuals, CI 
Amritsar has launched an intel-based operation 
and arrested the accused Gurpreet Singh at a Spe-
cial Naka at village Khurmanian Amritsar on link 
road from village Ram Tirath.

Punjab police busts Pak-backed weapon 
smuggling racket being operated from Dubai

Future does not lie in yudh, 
but in Buddha: PM Modi

AGENCY 
BHUBANESWAR, JAN 9

Asserting that the world today listens 
to India, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday said that due to the 
country’s heritage, it is able to tell the 
international community that the fu-
ture does not lie in war but in Buddha.

Addressing the Pravasi Bharatiya 
Divas convention in Bhubaneswar, 
Modi said India is not only the mother 
of democracy, but democracy is a part 
of people’s lives here.

He said the world today listens to 
India, which not only presents its own 
views strongly but also those of the 
Global South.

“Due to the strength of its heritage, 
India is able to tell the world that the 
future does not lie in war, but in Bud-
dha (peace),” he said.

Modi said he has always consid-
ered the diaspora as India’s ambassa-
dor to the countries they live in.

“We consider it our responsibility 
to help our diaspora during crisis situ-
ations no matter where they are,” he 
said.

The PM said the diaspora played a 
major role in Independence in 1947, and 
sought their help to make India a devel-
oped country by 2047.

He said India is not only a young 
country but also a country of skilled 
youths.

“The government is trying to en-
sure that whenever Indian youths go 
abroad, they go with skills,” Modi said, 
noting the demand for skilled workers 
across the world.

He said G20 meetings were organ-
ised in various parts of the country to 
give the world a first-hand experience 
of India’s diversity.

AGENCY 
JAMMU, JAN 9 

Asserting that there was no 
time limit attached to the IN-
DIA bloc, Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah 
on Thursday expressed dis-
may over the lack of clarity 
regarding its leadership and 
agenda, saying the alliance 
should be wound up if it was 
meant only for the parliamen-
tary elections.

Abdullah said the Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP), Congress, 
and other political parties on 
the ground will decide how to 

effectively compete with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

“After the Assembly elec-
tions in Delhi, they should call 

all the alliance members for a 
meeting. If this alliance was 
only for the parliamentary 
elections, it should be wound 

up, and we will work separate-
ly. But if it is meant for Assem-
bly elections as well, we will 
have to sit together and work 
collectively,” Abdullah told re-
porters here.

The National Conference 
leader was replying to a ques-
tion about an RJD leader’s 
statement that the INDIA bloc 
was meant only for Lok Sabha 
elections.

“As far as I remember, no 
time limit was set for this. The 
issue is that no meeting of the 
INDIA bloc is being convened,” 
he said. Claiming that there is 
no clarity regarding the main 

leadership, the party, or the 
agenda for future strategy (in 
the INDIA bloc), he said, 
“Whether this alliance will 
continue is also unclear.” Ab-
dullah also said that perhaps 
the members of the INDIA bloc 
will be called for a meeting af-
ter the Delhi elections, and a 
clarity would emerge. Reply-
ing to another query on in-
creasing support for AAP 
ahead of next month’s Delhi 
elections, Abdullah said, “I 
cannot say anything about this 
at the moment because we 
have no involvement with Del-
hi polls. 

BUREAU 
CHANDIGARH, JAN 9 

Haryana Chief Minister Sh 
Nayab Singh Saini said that 
the state’s double-engine gov-
ernment is consistently work-
ing towards the welfare of 
farmers. Our goal is to en-
hance farmers’ income and 
make them economically 
prosperous. He said that 70 
percent of the state’s farmers 
own less land, necessitating a 
special strategy for their up-
liftment. The Chief Minister 
further said that the upcom-
ing budget must include pro-
visions aimed at increasing 
farmers’ profits to empower 
them economically.

The Chief Minister was 
addressing a pre-budget con-
sultation meeting at Chaud-
hary Charan Singh Haryana 
Agricultural University in 
Hisar today, where he took 
suggestions from progressive 
farmers regarding their up-
liftment. Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare Minister 
Sh. Shyam Singh Rana, Pub-
lic Health Engineering Minis-
ter Sh. Ranbir Gangwa, MLA 
Sh Vinod Bhyana,and Sh. 
Randhir Panihar were also 
present.

During the discussion, 
the Chief Minister engaged in 
one-on-one interactions with 

the farmers. In the first ses-
sion, over 52 suggestions 
were shared by the farmers. 
Along with progressive farm-
ers, agricultural experts also 
participated in the session. In 
the second session, discus-
sions were held with farmers 
associated with Farmer Pro-

ducer Organizations (FPOs), 
and members of the FPO fed-
eration also contributed their 
suggestions.

The Chief Minister said 
that the suggestions shared 
during today’s discussions 
will be incorporated into the 
upcoming budget. He said 
that the state government is 
particularly focused on the 
welfare of farmers, with spe-
cial attention being given to 
increasing their income and 
strengthening their position. 

If INDIA bloc was only for parliamentary polls, 
better wind it up: Omar Abdullah

Double-Engine govt 
committed to farmers’ 

upliftment : Haryana CM

AGENCY 
RAIPUR, JAN 9 

Three Maoists were killed in 
an encounter with security 
forces in Chhattisgarh’s Suk-
ma district on Thursday, 
state Deputy Chief Minister 
Vijay Sharma 
said.

The security 
forces have 
achieved success 
in the anti-Maoist 
operation in Suk-
ma, he said.

So far, bodies 
of three Maoists 
have been recov-
ered and the 
search operation 
is still underway, Vijay Shar-
ma, who holds the Home port-
folio, told reporters in Raipur.

Referring to the IED blast 
triggered by Maoists on Janu-
ary 6 wherein eight security 
personnel and a civilian driv-
er of their vehicle were killed 
in Bijapur district, the deputy 
CM said, “There is huge an-
ger among security forces af-
ter what Maoists have done.” 
“I have met them (security 
forces). I reiterate that with 
the strength and courage of 
our jawans, the (Maoist) men-

ace will be eliminated within 
the stipulated time,” he said.

Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Monday vowed 
to eliminate Maoists from the 
country by March 2026 and 
asserted that the sacrifice of 
those killed by the extremists 

in Chhattisgarh will not go in 
vain.

On Thursday morning, 
the encounter broke out in a 
forest along the border of Suk-
ma and Bijapur districts 
when a joint team of security 
personnel was out on an an-
ti-Maoist operation, police 
said. Personnel belonging to 
the District Reserve Guard, 
Special Task Force and Co-
BRA (Commando Battalion 
for Resolute Action- an elite 
unit of CRPF) were involved 
in the operation, they said.

Three Maoists killed In 
encounter with security 
forces In Chhattisgarh

UNI 
NEW DELHI, JAN 9 

India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) on Thursday predicted dense to 
very dense fog conditions over North-
ern, Central and Eastern parts of the 
country for the next 3-4 days.

According to IMD, “Dense to very 
Dense fog conditions very likely to 
prevail during night and early morn-
ing hours in some parts of Punjab, 
Haryana, Chandigarh, in isolated 
pockets of Uttar Pradesh till tomor-
row and over Rajasthan on 12th of 
January.”

“Dense fog conditions are likely 

to prevail during night and early 
morning hours in isolated pockets of 
Bihar, Jharkhand, Himachal 
Pradesh, Odisha, Assam, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripu-
ra, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and 
Sikkim on January 11th & 12th,” the 
IMD said.

The weather department further 
mentioned that in association with 
the Western disturbance and its inter-
action with easterly winds, wet spell 
likely over Northwest India during 
10th to 12th January.

“Thunderstorm activity at isolat-
ed places likely over Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Hary-

ana, Chandigarh, West Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh on 
11th January. Isolated hailstorm also 
likely over south Haryana & Rajas-
than on 11th January,” the IMD said.

It also forecasts coldwave condi-
tions in isolated pockets over Jam-
mu, Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltis-
tan, Muzaffarabad and Himachal 
Pradesh, Punjab, Madhya Pradesh 
and Chhattisgarh on 09th and 10th of 
January.

A rise in minimum temperatures 
by 2–4°C over northwest and central 
India is expected during the next 3–4 
days, followed by a gradual fall of 
2–3°C thereafter, the IMD said.

IMD predicts dense fog over North for next 4 days

 ‘’India progressing at an incredible speed”
BHUBANESWAR : Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday highlighted 
India’s rapid progress in the 21st century, emphasising the country’s potential 
to meet the global demand for skilled talent.
PM Modi during his address also asserted that the Indian government consider 
it their “responsibility to help the diaspora during crisis situations.”
Speaking at the 18th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas in Odisha, PM Modi said, “21st 
century India is progressing at an incredible speed and scale. For many dec-
ades to come, India will remain a country with the world’s most young and 
skilled population. India will fulfill the world’s demand for skilled talent India has 
the potential to fulfill the world’s demand for skilled talent.”
While addressing the Indian diaspora at the event, PM Modi expressed grati-
tude for their support and contributions. He also lauded their role in enhancing 
India’s global reputation.
PM Modi said,” I feel very happy when I meet you all. I never forget the love 
and blessings I have received from you all. Today, I also want to thank you all, 
because of you, I get a chance to hold my head high ...In the last 10 years, I 
have met many world leaders and they all appreciate the Indian diaspora in 
their respective countries. One big reason behind this is the social values you 
carry...”

 Canada: All four Indian accused in 
Nijjar murder case granted bail

AGENCY 
OTTAWA, JAN 9 

In a big setback for Canadian government, all 
the four accused Indian nationals in the mur-
der of Khalistani terrorist 
Hardeep Singh Nijjar has 
been granted bail.

The four accused Indian 
citizens - Karan Brar, Aman-
deep Singh, Kamalpreet 
Singh, and Karanpreet Singh 
- were charged with first-de-
gree murder and conspiracy 
to commit murder.

The trial has been moved to the British 
Columbia Supreme Court, with the next hear-
ing scheduled for 11 February.

Khalistani terrorist Nijjar was shot dead 
by unidentified gunmen near a Gurdwara in 
Surrey, British Columbia in June 2023.

Earlier last year, the Canadian govern-
ment opted for a direct indictment in the case 
against four Indian nationals accused of kill-
ing Khalistani terrorist Hardeep Singh Nijjar, 

bypassing pre-trial proceedings in the Surrey 
Provincial Court.

This decision moved the case directly to 
trial at the Supreme Court in New Westmin-
ster, according to reports.

Relations between India and Canada have 
been tense since Trudeau accused Indian gov-
ernment agents of playing a role in Nijjar’s 
killing in June 2023.

India has strongly denied the claims, 
labelling them “absurd” and politically 
motivated, while accusing Canada of shel-
tering individuals engaged in terrorism 
and criminal activities targeting Indian 
interests.

AGENCY 
MUMBAI, JAN 9 

Equity benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty 
tumbled nearly 1 per cent on Thursday due to 
heavy selling in market heavyweights HDFC 
Bank, TCS and Reliance as investors turned 
nervous over earnings growth concerns amid 
unabated foreign capital outflows.

Besides, abysmally low Chinese inflation 
data, an indication of poor demand, and a sell-
off in US bonds added to the pressure, traders 
said.

Sliding for the second straight day, the 
30-share benchmark dropped 528.28 points or 

0.68 per cent to sink below the 78,000 level at 
77,620.21. During the day, it tanked 605.57 
points or 0.77 per cent to 77,542.92.

Markets tumble nearly 1 pc; 
Sensex sinks below 78k



I, Parmeet Kaur W/o Gurtej Singh Batra I Ram Singh S/o Mohan Singh R/o  I, No. JC- 406143K, rank Sub Yalla I, Taranjit Singh  S/o Satnam Singh R/o I, Rita Rani W/o Tek Chand R/o Kotha I, Guddi @ Darshna w/o Ajmer Singh r/o I, hitherto known as Kavita Belwal W/o 
R/o 2615 FF, Sector 67 mohali have Village Farour,Teh Khamanoo,Distt Prakasa  Rao residing at VPO School wali Gali Attari Amritsar Punjab Guru (BTI) Have Changed My Name As Village Talu, tehsil & district Bhiwani Mandeep Singh R/o Vill: Ahrana Khurd 
changed my name from Parmeet Kaur Fatehgarh Sahib Have Changed My Makivalasa, Tehsil Narasannapeta, have change my name from Taranjeet Reeta Devi declare that i have changed my name Po. Ahrana Kalan (Hoshiarpur) Punjab-
Batra to Parmeet Kaur Name To Ram ( Singh ) As A Surname Distt. Srikakulam, (AP) declare that in Singh to Taranjit Singh 50008 from Guddi to Darshna. In future i will be 146001 have changed my name and 

491263 666554 my service record my mother name 72737 I Vijay Kumar Kalra S/o Sh. Baldev Raj known as Darshna. shall hereafter be known as Kavita.
I, Kuljit Singh s/o Sarabjit Singh r/o I, Udhav Kumar S/o Krishan Lal R/o wrong ly  ment ioned as  YALL A I,  Shiffu  Kamra   W/o  Ashish Juneja   Kalra R/o #2549A/6 Jyoti Nagar 989752 63372
Vil lage Rampura, Po. Bhandal #13148, St No. 1-A, Shiv Colony, SUNDARAMM  but  her correct name is R/o.H.No. B-212, Jhule  Lal  Colony,  Thanesar, Tehsil Thanesar, District I, Devi Shakti W/o Surinder Pal Singla I, hitherto known as Shala Rani W/o 
Himmat tehsil Phillaur (Jal.) has Bathinda have changed my name to YALLA SUNDARAMMA. Fazilka  Distt  Ferozepur  have Kurukshetra have changed my name R/o H.No. 360 W.No. 2 Gali Luna Barket Lal R/o Vpo. Mithra Teh-
changed my name to Kuljit Singh Manoj Kumar 98748 Changed my name  to  Shifu  Kamra from Vijay Kalra to Vijay Kumar Kalra. Factory Wali Dabwali Distt. Sirsa, Phillaur (Jalandhar) Punjab-144034 
Badesha. 100078 I, No. 15622298Y Rank NK Pawan  72737 In future I should be known as Vijay Haryana-125104 have changed my have changed my name and shall 

100066 I No 4488365F HAV Malkit Singh R/o Kumar R/o Vill Ratta Khurd, PO Ratta I  Hitherto know as  SAGAR  S/o  Kumar Kalra. name from Shakti Devi and Anu Singla hereafter be known as Sheela Rani.
I Ram Singh S/o Mohan Singh R/o Vpo Adliwal, Tehsil Ajnala, District Kalan, Tehsil Ateli Mandi, Distt. SURINDER KUMAR   R/o H.NO. 198, 100074 to Devi Shakti. 63372
Village Farour,Teh Khamanoo,Distt Amr i t sa r  (Pun jab) .P in -143101.  Mahendra Garh, (Haryana) declare that M O H A L L A  S I L L I A N ,  D I S T T  I Neelam Kumari W/o Sh. Vijay Kumar 63372 I, Simranjit D/o Tarsem Lal R/o Vpo. 
Fatehgarh Sahib Have Changed My Declare that in my Army Service in my service record my mother name HOSHIARPUR-146001, PUNJAB,  Kalra R/o #2549A/6 Jyoti Nagar I Yogesh S/O Vinod Kumar Vpo. Khoja, Mehsampur Teh-Phillaur (Jalandhar) 
Name To Ram ( Singh ) As A Surname Record My Son Name Mentioned Jai wrongly mentioned as SANTRA DEVI   have changed my name and shall Thanesar, Tehsil Thanesar, District Tehsil Nawanshahr, Distt SBS Nagar have changed my name to Simranjit 

666554 Deep Singh Which is incorrect his but  her correct name is SANTRA. hereafter be known as SAGAR Kurukshetra have changed my name Have Changed My Name Yogesh to Dadra.
Correct Name is Jaideep Singh.Vide 98748 PALYAL. from Neelam Kalra to Neelam Kumari. Yogesh Kumar. 63372
Affidavit QE0024299161. I, Satpal Singh s/o Kawar Singh r/o Vill  72737 In future I should be known as Neelam 63372 I, Mamta Bhandari W/o Ajay Sharma 

9000A Jamawari Teh Hansi distt Hisar wants to I, SMILEPREET KAUR  D/o  AJIT Kumari. We Rajwinder Kaur W/o Ravi Kumar R/o Panj Peer Road Gate No. 3 
I Sagar son of Janga Bahadur, resident change my father name from Kawar SINGH KHERA  R/o VILLAGE KHAIRA 100074 and Ravi Kumar S/o Joginder Singh R/o Lucky Colony Vill: Garha Teh-
of Kansal, SAS Nagar, have changed Singh to Kanwar Singh in  my army SULTAN, P.O. DHIANPUR, DISTT I Surender Singh S/o Sh. Bhali Ram Vpo Bhan Mazara Teh-Nawanshahr Phillaur (Jalandhar) have changed 
my name from Sagar to Gir Bahadur record. My army no is 10515734Y. GURDASPUR-143605, PUNJAB R/o Ward No. 02 Barwala Distt. Hisar Distt SBS Nagar have changed our my name to Mamta Sharma.
Sunar. 786786 declare that the name of my father has (Haryana) --125121 declare that I want minor daughter's name Diya to Diya 63372

900012 I, Preeti resident of House No. 114/3, been wrongly written as AJIT SINGH in to change My Name Surender Singh to Rani. I, Sahil S/o Vijay Kumar R/o Vill: 
Ward No. 3, Chanderlok Colony, Jind my 10th Class Education Documents. Surender Malik. In future, My Name is 63372 Jajja Kalan Po. Bir Bansian Teh-
District, Jind, 126102, Haryana have The actual name of my father is  AJIT Surender Malik for all purposes. I, Avtar Singh S/o Raghvir Singh R/o Phillaur (Jalandhar) have changed 
my father's name incorrectly spelt as SINGH KHERA 72783 Vpo. Chaggran (Hoshiarpur) Pb, have my name to Sahil Kumar.
Rajendra Kumar in my matriculation  72737 I, Ram Kumar S/o Parbhu Ram R/o changed my name from Avtar Singh to 63372
certificate and marksheet. The correct I hitherto known as RENUKA  W/o  Barwala Distt. Hisar (Haryana) -- Singh Avtar. I, Kamlesh Rani W/o Paramjit Singh 
spelling of his name is Rajender Kumar VINOD KUMAR CHHABRA R/o H.NO. 125121 declare that I want to change 63372 Pawar R/o Vpo. Nagar Teh-Phillaur 
and should be considered so for all 504, CITIZEN ENCLAVE, BAREWAL My Name Ram Kumar to Ram Kumar I, Satjot S/O Jagdish Singh R/o Bhatha (Jalandhar) have changed my name 
purposes .  V ide  A f f idav i t  No .  AWANA, RAJGURU NAGAR, DISTT. Sharma. In future, My Name is Ram Dhua Tehsil Jagraon Distt Ludhiana to Kamlesh Rani  Pawar af ter  
080462515000036, Dated 07/01/2025. LUDHIANA-141012, PUNJAB, have Kumar Sharma for all purposes. Have Changed My Name To Satjot marriage.

989666 changed my name and shall hereafter 72783 Singh. 63372
I, Mukesh Kumari resident of House be known as RENUKA CHHABRA. I Jasmeen Kaur Bains D/o Jaspreet 63372 I, Avneet D/o Paramjit Singh Pawar 
No. 114/3, Ward No. 3, Chanderlok  72737 S i n g h  , R / o  V i l l .  B a d a l a , P O  I, Parwinder Kumar S/o Major Lal R/o R /o  Vpo .  Naga r  Teh -Ph i l l au r  
Colony, Jind District, Jind, 126102, I, Harpal Singh son of Balwinder Singh Salala,Jalandhar ,Pin-144102 have Vpo. Langeri Teh-Banga (SBS Nagar) (Jalandhar) have changed my name 
Haryana have my father's name resident of Vill - Gill, Post - Raipur, changed my name from Jasmeen Kaur have changed my name from Parwinder to Avneet Pawar.
incorrectly spelt as Rajendra Kumar in Tehsil & Dist - Amritsar, Punjab - Bains to Jasmeen Kaur Kumar to Kumar Parwinder. 63372
my matriculation certificate and 143113 has changed the name of my 900026 63372 I, Gursehaj Preet Kaur W/o Jasbir 
marksheet. The correct spelling of his mother in my Army Records from I  Jaspreet Singh  S/o Iqbal Singh ,R/o I, Kamaljit Pal W/o Gurpreet Guru R/o Singh R/o Village Ahmedpur Tehsil 
name is Rajender Kumar and should Charanjeet Kaur to Charanjit Kaur vide Vill. Badala,PO Salala,Jalandhar ,Pin- Barnala Kalan (SBS Nagar) have Patti, District Tarn Taran Punjab have 
be considered so for all purposes. Vide Affidavit at Amritsar on 09/01/2025 144102 have changed my minor changed my name to Kamaljit Pal Guru. changed name from Gursehaj Preet 
Affidavit No. 080462515000037, Dated  72737 daughter name from Talveen Kaur  63372 Kaur to Gursehajpreet Kaur.
07/01/2025. I, No- 14441667A, Hav  (TA)  Bains to Talveen Kaur I, Rajan S/O Avtar Singh R/O VPO 63372

989666 Madaravena Ravinder son of Late, Badesron, Tehsil Garhshankar, Distt. I Naresh Kumar Arora S/O Niranjan 
I hitherto known as HARSIMRAN Rayamallu  resident at Hno-17-6-33/2, I Rahul S/o Charanjit R/o V.P.O Hoshiarpur, have changed my name Lal Arora R/O #293, Ward No. 06, 
SINGH s/o GURBACHAN SINGH r/o Ra jeev  Nagar,  Addaguntapa l l i  Akalgarh, Tehsil Phagwara, Distt from Rajan to Kumar Rajan. Dashmesh Nagar.Malerkotla. Have 
VPO: Khaira Majja, Distt. Jalandhar, Godavarikhani Ramagundam po Kapurthala, Punjab India- 144401 63372 Changed My Name To Naresh Arora.
Punjab 144026 have changed my Maredupaka  D i s t  K a r imnaga r  have changed my name From RAHUL I, Hardeep Kumar S/o Vijay Kumar R/o 63372
name and shall hereafter be known as (Telangana) pin-505209, India, have TO RAHUL HEER. V i l l :  M a h u n w a l  Te h - N a k o d a r  I Naresh Kumar S/o Kuldeep Singh 
HARSIMRAN SINGH KHAIRA. changed my  minor daughter name 461257 (Jalandhar) Pb, have changed my name VPO Kohara district Ludhiana have 

989666 from M.Sai Karthika to Madaravena I, Deepak son of Sanjeev Kumar from Hardip Kumar to Hardeep Kumar. changed my name as Naresh Kumar 
I ,hitherto known as  KARAMJIT  Sai karthika vide affidavit date resident of Village Khusropur, District 63372 Dhiman.
SINGH    S/o  BHOLA  SINGH  , 09/01/2025. Future Hence they will be Jalandhar have changed my name to I, Ranjit Singh Grewal S/o Sheela Singh 63372
residing  at  WARD NUMBER-24, know as above for all. And her DOB is Deepak Simak. All concerned may R/o Vill-Nourang Po-Chatha Sirsa I Sandeep S/o Varinder Paul R/o 
BHAONA CHOWNK ,  DISTT  MOGA, 30/08/2009 note please. (Haryana) 125104 have changed my House No. 121 Sodal Road kot baba 
PUNJAB – 142001 have changed  my  72737 461257 name and shall hereafter be Known As deep singh nagar Jalandhar declare 
name and shall hereafter be known as I ,  L a t h a  o f  k i n ,  s p o u s e  o f  I , hitherto known as Bharti w/o Ranjit Singh. that i have changed my name from 
NISHAN  DHALIWAL    . No.14441667A Rank Hav (TA) Name - Harcharan Singh residing at H.No 41 , 63372 Sandeep  To Sandeep Kumar.

900014 Madaravena Ravinder residing at 17- Shaheed Udham Singh Nagar, I, Mangli D/o Billu Ram R/o VPO. 63372
I ,hitherto known as  KARANVEER 6-33/2, Rajeev Nagar, Addaguntapalli, Distt.Jalandhar-144001 , Punjab , India Bhootan, Distt. Shaheed Bhagat Singh I, Shinda Singh  S/o Pritam Singh 
SINGH  BRAR    S/o  TARSEM   Godavarikhani, Peddapalli, VTC: have changed my name and shall be Nagar, have changed my name to R/o Village Jainpur, Tehsil Sultanpur 
SINGH  , residing  at  BEHBAL PATTI, Ramagundam, PO: Maredupaka, Sub known as Bharti Singh . Mangli Kumari. Lodhi (Kapurthala), Have Changed 
VILLAGE BEHBAL KALAN,  DISTT Distr ict: Ramagundam, Distr ict: 461257 63372 My Name Shinda Singh to Paramjeet 
FARIDKOT, PUNJAB – 151208 have Karimnagar, State: Telangana, PIN I, Pooja Mattu W/o Sunil Kumar R/o I, Karnail Singh Batth S/o Gurnam Singh Singh.
changed  my name and shall hereafter Code; 505209 have changed my name V. S i n g h a  P o . K a n g  S a h b u  R/o Village Matoi Tehsil & Distt. 63372
be known as AARIZ  BRAR    . from Latha to Madaravena Latha vide Distt.Jalandhar, Punjab have changed Malerkotla, have changed my name I Sanjeev Garg S/O Ishwar Chand 

900014 affidavit date 07/01/2025 in future my name from Pooja to Pooja Mattu. All Karnail Singh Batth to Karnail Singh. Garg R/O House No 1597, Near 
I Jagroop Singh S/o Dalbir Singh R/o hence they  will be known as above for note. 63372 Karneshwar Mandir, Sector 7 Karnal 
V.P.O Balsarai, Tehsil Baba Bakala all .And  her DOB is 01/01/1988 461257 I Brispat Pal Son Of Sarwan Dass Ro Change Her Daughter Name Krishita 
(Amritsar).Have Changed My Name 72737 I Kirandeep Kaur W/o Sukhwinder Vpo Kamam Sub Tehsil Aur Distt Sbs Garg To Krishita.
From Jagroop Singh to Singh Jagroop, I, Paramveer S/O Rajbir Singh, R/o Singh Vill Chohan Po Tahli Distt Nagar 144513 Pb Have Changed My 63372
Jagroop is a Given Name and Singh is Village- Dulhera Kalan (57), Rewari, Hoshiarpur I Have Changed My Name Name  From Brispat Pal To Baljinder I, Neetu Garg W/O Sanjeev Kumar 
a Surname. Haryana- 123501. Declare that Name Kirandeep Kaur To Kaur Kirandeep ( Rai. R/O Ward No 9 House No 14 ,Tulsi 

9000A of My Mother has been wrongly written Kaur Is My Surname ) All Please Note. 63372 Nagar Dhuri Tehsil Dhuri Distt 
I Manjinderjit Singh S/o Pritam Singh as Savita in my 10 Class Certificate 461257 I, Bhupinder  Son Of Harblass  R/O Vpo Sangrur, Punjab Change Name And 
R/o Village Sherowal, Post office and 12th Class Certificate. The actual I, hitherto known as Avi S/O Balvir Ram Khoja  Tehsil Nawanshahr Distt. Sbs Shall Hereafter Be Known As Nitu 
Ta l w a r a ,  Te h s i l  B h o l a t h  name of My Mother is Savita Devi, residing at VPO Jhingran, Tehsil Nagar,144518 Punjab, Have Changed Garg.
(Kapurthala).Have Changed My Name which may be amended accordingly. Banga, Distt. S.B.S Nagar - 144507, My Name From Bhupinder To Bhupinder 63372
Manjinderjit Singh to Manjinderjit Singh 524473 Punjab, India have changed my name Singh.  I ,  Paramjeet  Kaur   W/O Sh.  
Ghuman.Please Note. I Gurdev kaur gill W/o Harchand and shall hereafter be known as Avi 63372 Dharamvir S/O Sh. Amarjit R/O 

9000A singh,VPO Dhanansu,Distt. Ludhiana, Ralh. I, Brispal Pal  S/o Sarwan Dass  R/o  Village Atta, P/O Goraya, Tehsil 
I,  Gurpreet  Singh   S/o Jagdish  Singh   punjab have changed my name to 461257 Vpo  Kamam Tehsil Nawanshahr  Distt Phillaur, Distt. Jalandhar, Punjab-
R/o. Vpo Warpal  Amritsar Have Changed Gurdev kaur I, Balwinder Kaur W/O Avtar Singh Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar-144513 144409  Have Changed My Minor 
my name to Gurpreet  is my given  name  50008 residing at Village Sanghwal, PO Pb have changed my name  form  Daughter Name From Manreet To 
and  Singh  is my  surname I  Yashpal s/o Krishan Lal Resident of Kishangarh, Distt. Jalandhar - 144301, Brispal Pal to Baljinder Rai. Manreet Kaur.

72737 105 Punjabi Bagh Patiala, Punjab have Punjab, India have changed the name 63372 63372
changed my name Yashpal to Yashpal of my minor son Dharamveer aged 16 I, Manjit Singh S/o Pritam Singh R/o I, Durga Prasad Nishad S/O Shiv 
Goel. years and he shall hereafter be known Abuwal Po. Abbowal (Ludhiana) have Bhawan Prasad,R/O House No- 40, 

50008 as Dharamveer Jassi. changed my name from Manjit Singh Banke Bihari Colony, Near Banke 
461257 Sian to Manjit Singh. Bihari Mandir, Tilpat, Amarnagar, 

I, hitherto known as Malti W/O Jyoti 63372 Faridabad, Haryana- 121003, I Have 
Saroop Sharma residing at 3/140, I Neha Puri W/o Rahul Puri R/o Mohalla Changed The Name Of My Minor 
Mohalla Chabutra, Banga, Distt. Khojgan, Malerkotla Tehsil & District Daughter Simmy Prasad Aged About 
S.B.S Nagar - 144505, Punjab, India Malerkotla Have Changed My Minior 12 Years And She Shall Hereafter Be 
have changed my name and shall daughter Name Bhuvika to Bhuvika Known As Soumya Prasad.
hereafter be known as Vandana Puri. 63372
Sharma. 63372 I, Harwinder Singh S/O Hardam 

461257 I Neha Puri W/o Rahul Puri R/o Mohalla Singh, R/O Jindalpur, Pat ia la,  
I, hitherto known as Paramjit Kaur Khojgan, Malerkotla Tehsil & District Punjab- 147202, Have Changed My 
W/O Narinjan Mahi residing at Village Malerkotla Have Changed My Minior Name And Shall Hereafter Be Known 
Sotran, PO Chak Kalan, Distt. S.B.S daughter Name Lovica to Lovica Puri. As Harjinder Singh.
Nagar - 144505, Punjab, India have 63372 63372
changed my name and shall hereafter I Dharmveer Sharma S/o Om Parkash I, Pankaj Goyal S/O Chaman Lal 
be known as Paramjeet Kaur. R/o House No 248 Bazar No 3 Goyal, R/O Patran (Patiala) have 

461257 Ferozepur Cantt Have Changed My changed the name of my daughter 
I, hitherto known as Vijay Kumar Name Dharmveer Sharma to Dharamvir Ravisha Goyal to Ruhani Goyal.
Saddy S/O Om Parkash residing at Sharma. 63372
H.No. 6/159, Mohalla Bedian, Tehsil 63372 I, Shingara S/o Swaran Singh R/o 
Banga, Distt. S.B.S Nagar - 144505, I Baljinder Kaur Mattu W/o Dharamvir V i l l :  Sek howa l  Po .  Ha i bowa l  
Punjab, India have changed my name Sharma R/o House No 248 Bazar No 3 (Hoshiarpur) have changed my 
and shall hereafter be known as Vijay Ferozepur Cantt Have Changed My name from Shingara to Shingara 
Kumar. Name Baljinder kaur Mattu to Baljinder Singh.

461257 Kaur. 63372
I, hitherto known as Raksha Rani 63372 I, Dheeraj Shrivastava S/o Jai 
Saddy W/O Vijay Kumar residing at I, Jasbir Singh  S/O Sarwan Singh  R/O Prakash Shrivastva R/o H.No. 
H.No. 6/159, Mohalla Bedian, Tehsil Vpo. Mehsampur, Tehsil Phillaur , Distt 220/37 W.No. 4 Durga Colony 
Banga, Distt. S.B.S Nagar - 144505, Jalandhar, Have Changed My  Name Phase-2 Paonta Sahib Sirmaur HP-
Punjab, India have changed my name To  Jasbir Singh Dulay. 173025 have changed my name from 
and shall hereafter be known as 63372 Dheeraj Shrivastva to Dheeraj 
Raksha Rani. I, Jasvir Singh  S/O Sarwan Singh  R/O Shrivastava.

461257 Vpo. Mehsampur, Tehsil Phillaur , Distt 63372
I, hitherto known as Pardeep Kumar Jalandhar Have Changed My  Name To  
S/O Om Parkash residing at H.No. 33, Jasbir Singh Dulay.
Mohalla Sudan, Sultanpur Lodhi, 63372
Distt. Kapurthala - 144626, Punjab, I, Joginder Kaur  W/O Jasbir Singh 
India have changed my name and Dulay R/O Vpo. Mehsampur, Tehsil 
shall hereafter be known as Naresh Phillaur, Distt  Jalandhar, Have 
Kumar. Changed My  Name To  Joginder Kaur  

461257 Dulay.
I, Rajveer S/o Kashmiri Lal R/o Dr. 63372
A m b e d k a r  C h o w k  H a d i a b a d ,  I ,  S u m a n d e e p  K a u r  W / o  
Phagwara, Distt. Kapurthala have Maninderdeep Singh Manku R/o H.No. 
changed my name Rajveer to Rajveer B-XII/93 College Road (Barnala) have 
Mehmi, Rajveer is my given name, changed my name to Sumandeep Kaur 
Mehmi is my surname. Manku.

10005 63372

900026
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I, Chand Singh S/o Gurbachan 
Singh R/o Majbi Sikh Mohalla, 
Ward No. 10, Gidderbaha, Tehsil 
Gidderbaha, District Sri Muktsar 
Sahib do hereby solemnly affirm 
and declare that my grandson 
Harmanjot Singh S/o Pamma 
Singh R/o Gidderbaha was out of 
my control and doing his own. So i 
evicted Harmanjot Singh from all 
my moveable and immoveable 
property. If any person will deals 
Harmanjot Singh, he will be 
himself responsible, I and my 
family member will not have any 
concern/relation with that.

63372
I, Chamkaur Singh S/o Sadhu 
Singh R/o Vpo khandoor Distt 
Ludhiana declare that my 
daughter Gurmeet kaur is out of 
my control, we disown her from 
my movable/ immovable property. 
if anybody deals with them her at 
his/her own risk. We shell not be 
Liable for any Kind of Monetary 
loss.

63372
I Darshana Devi wife of Ram Ji Lal 
R/o House no.B-34-2891, Street 
no.7, Ludhiana declares that my 
sons Amit Kumar, Lavnish Kumar 
and their wives Mandeep Kaur 
and Varinder Kaur are out of my 
control. So I disown them from my 
all moveable and immoveable 
propert ies. I  shall  not be 
responsible if anybody deals with 
them.

63372
It Is General Information That I 
Chakshu D/O Rakesh Kumar Ex. 
W/O Vishal Verma Residing At 
House No. 238, Moti Bagh Colony, 
Kapurthala, Punjab-144601, 
Declare That I Got Divorce From 
My Husband Vide Court Decree 
Cis No. Hma/239/2022 Dated 
19/11/2022 And Further I Have 
Changed The Name Of My Minor 
Son Vansh Verma Aged 07 Years 
And He Shall Hereafter Be Known 
As Vansh Vinayakk Paathak.

63372
I Navjot Singh S/o Sarbjit Singh 
Permanent Resident of Vpo-
Mal luwal ie Wala,  Teh-Zira 
Ferozepur, Pin-152021, Punjab, 
India Presently Residing At  33 
Redstone Manor Ne, Calgary (Ab) 
T3N0J7 Canada do hereby 
change my name from Navjot 
Singh to Navjot Singh Bhullar with 
immediate effect.

63372
I, Rajesh Kumar S/o Ram 
Chander R/o H.No. 13/894 
Mohalla Mohabbat Nagar Near 
Gurdwara (Kapurthala) declare 
that in my Passport my wife name 
wrongly entered Sunita. But my 
wife correct name is Sunita Soni. 
So amended my wife name from 
Sunita to Sunita Soni in my 
Passport.

63372
I, Sukhjinder Singh Sahota S/O  
Gurmeet Singh, resident of 
Village -Marula P.O Lehli Kalan 
District Hoshiarpur , and presently 
residing at 160 Savanna Passage 
NE Calgary Alberta T3J2J7 do 
hereby change my name from 
Sukhjinder Singh to Sukhjinder 
Singh Sahota, with immediate 
effect.

63372
I, Army No. 14839713Y Hav/MT 
Kumar Ramta Singh 983 Tpt coy 
ASC type D C/O 56 Apo Pin 
905983 have changed my name 
from Kumar Ramata Singh to 
Kumar Ramta Singh v ide 
Affidavit Dated 07-01-2025 
before notary public District 
Courts Bathinda.

63372
I, Tanana Ramlaxmi is Mother of 
Service No. 16129821P. Rank: 
SPR, Name: Tanana Gangaraju 
and Resident of (Address) H.no 
5 - 9 9 ,  V e p a d a  M a n d a l ,  
Mycherlasingavaram, Banadi, 
Vizianagaram, State - Andhra 
P r a d e s h - 5 3 5 2 8 1 ,  H e r e b y  
Declare That I have Changed 
M y  N a m e  f r o m  Ta n a n a  
R a m l a x m i  t o  Ta n a n a  
Ramalakshmi as per My Aadhar 
card. Due to Wrongly entered in 
the Service record of My Son.Vide 
Affidavit Attested by Notary Public 
(GOVT. OF INDIA) Kindly Correct 
it.

63372

PUBLIC NOTICE 

We L achhman S ingh  s /o  
Harchand Singh, Gyan Kaur w/o 
Lachhman Singh r/o Jajal, Tehsil 
Talwandi, Sabo District Bathinda, 
Declare that our Son Mandeep 
Singh is Beyond our control and 
has become a victim of wrong 
company. Therefore we evict our 
son Mandeep Singh from our 
movable imovable property . With 
this the lender Himself will be 
Responsible. We Have Nothing to 
do with it. Please note. 

60018
We, Gurmukh Singh S/o Sh. 
Mehar Singh and Mrs. Lakhvir 
Kaur W/o Sh. Gurmukh Singh R/o 
H.No.256,  P ip l iwala  Town 
Manimajra Chandigarh declare 
that Our Daughters Harpreet 
Kaur, Jaspreet Kaur and Rajinder 
Kaur are out of Our Control. 
We disown them from our 
m o v e a b l e / i m m o v e a b l e  
properties. If anybody deals with 
them will do so at their own risk. 
We shall not be responsible for 
their acts.

100010
I, Davinder Singh S/o Jaswant 
Singh R/o Fatehgarh Nouabad, 
Teona Pujarian, Distt Bathinda 
declare that my sister Amandeep 
Kaur has entered into a court 
marriage with Nanak Singh of her 
own free will. Therefore, I disown it 
from my al l  movable and 
immovable property. The person 
who deals with it wil l  be 
responsible himself. Me and my 
family will not be responsible.

100078
I, Jaswant Singh S/o Babu Singh 
R/o Fatehgarh Nouabad, Distt 
Bathinda declare that  my 
daughter Amandeep Kaur has 
entered into a court marriage with 
Nanak Singh of her own free will. 
Therefore, I disown it from my all 
movable and immovable property. 
The person who deals with it will 
be responsible himself. Me and 
my family will not be responsible.

100078

I, Akashi Boro is Mother of Service 
No. 15614366M, Rank: Hav. 
Name: Moti Lal Boro and Resident 
of (Address) - No.1, Dogor Para, 
Chirang, State Assam-783393, 
Hereby Declare That I have 
Changed My Name from Ukwchi 
Boro to Akashi Boro and also 
C h a n g e d  M y  D O B  f r o m  
01/07/1956 to 01/06/1958 as per 
My Aadhar card, due to Wrongly 
entered in the Service Record of 
My Son. Vide Affidavit Attested by 
Notary Public (GOVT.OF INDIA) 
Kindly Correct it.

63372
I Manjit Kaur W/O HAV 3379752K 
Jaswant Singh Village Doburji 
Tehsil Payal (Ludhiana) Declare 
That In My Husband's Army 
Record My Name Is Manjit Kaur 
Which Is Wrong And Correct 
Name Is Manjeet Kaur.

63372
I, Daljit Kaur W/o Gurmit Singh 
R/o Village Hans Kalan Teh 
Jagraon Distr ict,  Ludhiana 
declare that my real brother 
Tarvinder Singh Mann S/o Inderjit 
Singh who lived with me. But Now 
he is out of my control and doing 
his own thing. Anybody dealing 
with my brother Tarvinder Singh 
Mann after today, he will be 
responsible himself.

63372
I, Hitherto Known As Harwinder 
S/O Parbodh Singh, Mandi Jaimal 
Singh P.O. Awankha, Distt. 
Gurdaspur, Punjab- 143531, 
Have Changed My Name And 
Shall Hereafter Be Known As 
Singh Harwinder. It Is Certified 
That I Have Complied With Other 
Legal Requirements In This 
Connection.

63372

PUBLIC NOTICE 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Lost & Found

I, Amrik Singh Bhatia son of late Naranjan Singh Bhatia, 
resident of House No. 291-A, Ground Floor, Palm City, 
Sector-127, Sante Majra, Kharar, S.A.S. Nagar (Mohali), 
Punjab, formerly resident of House No. 357, Shivalik City, 
Sector 127, Kharar, hereby declare that in Aadhar Card my 
name is mentioned as Amrik Singh son of late Naranjan 
Singh whereas in Passport my name is Amrik Singh Bhatia 
son of late Naranjan Singh Bhatia. In order to bring 
uniformity in all documents I have changed my name as 
Amrik Singh son of late Naranjan Singh. Both Amrik Singh 
Bhatia and Amrik Singh is one and the same person.
Dated: January, 2025 (Amrik Singh)

PUBLIC NOTICE 
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Pariksha Pe Charcha 2025: A golden opportunity for students
to conquer exam stress
PATHANKOT (SHARANJEET): The much-awaited interaction with Hon’ble Prime Minister Narinder Modi, Pariksha Pe Char-
cha 2025, is here to empower students, parents, and teachers across the nation. This transformative initiative is a step towards
alleviating exam-related stress and inspiring students to achieve their dreams and goals with confidence and clarity. As the City

Coordinator CBSE and Principal Partap World School, Pathankot, I am thrilled to share that more than 10,000 stu-
dents from Pathankot have already registered for this unique event.  This overwhelming response reflects the en-
thusiasm and curiosity of young minds eager to learn from the insightful words of our Prime Minister. Why Par-
ticipate in Pariksha Pe Charcha? - Pariksha Pe Charcha is not just an event; it is a movement that connects the
Prime Minister directly with students, parents, and teachers. The session addresses critical issues such as manag-
ing exam pressure, overcoming fear of failure, and balancing academic and extracurricular pursuits.

SHASHI PAL JAIN
CHANDIGARH, JAN 9

A meeting under the Chair-
manship of Governor of Pun-
jab and Administrator of U.T.
Chandigarh, Sh. Gulab Chand
Kataria was held at U.T., Sec-
retariat, Sector 9 D, Chandi-
garh with the officials of
Sports Department, Engineer-
ing Department and Urban
Planning Department.  

In line with the vision of
Hon’ble Administrator to de-
velop Chandigarh as coun-
try’s sports hub, a team of of-
ficials of Sports Department,
Urban Planning Department
and Engineering Department
visited the sports facilities in
Tau Devi Lal Stadium,
Panchkula and National In-
stitute of Sports, Patiala on
02.01.2025. After visiting
these facilities, the Depart-
ment of Sports has prepared

proposals for development of
Multi-purpose Hall, Hostel for
players (Boys and Girls) and
Olympic size Swimming Pool
in Sports Complex, Sector 42,
Chandigarh. These proposals
were presented to the Admin-
istrator UT Chandigarh in
this meeting. 

The Administrator appre-
ciated the efforts put in by the
officials and asserted that
these proposals will go a long
way for improving the sports
in U.T., Chandigarh. He di-
rected the officers present in
the meeting to prepare a de-

tailed proposal in this regard
and send the same to Ministry
of Youth Affairs & Sports for
getting funds under the Khelo
India Scheme which aims to
encourage sports all over the
country.  

There are various compo-
nents of this scheme which in-
cludes Creation and Up-gra-
dation of Sports Infrastruc-
ture, Sports Competitions and
Talent Development, Khelo
India Centre and Sports Acad-
emies, Fit India Movement
and Promotion of Inclusive-
ness through Sports. Chandi-

garh has 21 Sports Complexes
spread over its Geographic
area which cater to the re-
quirements of various sport-
ing disciplines like Bad-
minton, Hockey, Football,
Judo, Swimming, Cricket,
Athletics, Squash, Gymnas-
tics etc.  However, there has
been a requirement and con-
stant demand for an Interna-
tional/ National Level Indoor
Multipurpose Sports Hall
which can host various versa-
tile sporting events under one
roof and Olympic size Swim-
ming Pool. 

Administrator reviews proposals for dev
of Multi-purpose Hall, hostel for players

and Olympic size swimming pool

Godrej Interio completes
office amenity block for
Skechers 
RAJENDRA  KHATRY
CHANDIGARH: Godrej Interio, one of
India's leading home and office
furniture brands and a part of Godrej
& Boyce, a company of Godrej
Enterprises Group, has successfully
completed the interior work for
Skechers National Distribution Centre
(NDC) office and amenity block. This
project marks a significant milestone
as Skechers establishes its first
proprietary warehouse in India,
notable for its 18-metre height,
making it one of the country's largest
facilities of its kind. The project,
located at Lodha Industrial Logistic
Park Phase-II A1 Block, Narhen,
Taloja MIDC, Navi Mumbai, spans
48,670 sq. ft. Godrej Interio's Design
& Build Projects team was tasked
with creating an innovative and
functional space that aligns with
Skechers brand identity.

Student Tajvir Singh wins
bronze medal in sub-junior
competition organized by
Punjab Judo Association

DALJEET  AJNOHA
HOSHIARPUR: In the 45th Sub
Junior Juddo Championship
organized by Punjab Juddo
Association in Fazilka, student Tejvir
Singh son of Kuldeep Singh of
Dagana Kalan School secured third
position and won bronze medal,
bringing laurels to district Hoshiarpur,
his coach and parents. According to
the information, coach Navjot Singh
Chana and Kulwant Singh jointly told
that 10-year-old Tajvir Singh is a
student of class 3 in Government
Elementary School Dagana Kalan
and has been practicing Juddo for
the last several years. He told that
Tajvir Singh had earlier won bronze
medal in National Judo
Championship held in Madhya
Pradesh. School in-charge Sonu
Kumar while congratulating the
student and parents said that he
wishes bright future to talented
student Tajvir Singh and hopes that
he will achieve success at a big level
in future.

Anti-defection law should
be implemented in MC as
well: Anil Sachhar
PARAMJIT  SINGH
JALANDHAR: Anti-defection law
should be implemented in Municipal
Corporation as well:- Anil Sachhar

Former Secretary
of Bharatiya
Janata Party
Punjab Anil
Sachhar said that
like Parliament
and Vidhan
Sabha, anti-
defection law
should be
implemented in

local bodies as well so that those
who have given fatwa to the
candidate of a party and have made
him councillor, if they change the
party, then they should contest
election again from the ward. They
should contest election again on the
election symbol of the party they
want to join. Such a law should be
made in local bodies as well so that
the elected councillors cannot cheat
the common people as well as the
political party by changing the party
on whose election symbol they have
won the election and become
councillors.

Patriotic cultural program
preparations underway 
in Gurdaspur

VERMA
GURDASPUR: Preparations for a
district-level cultural program
celebrating patriotism on India's
Republic Day (January 26th) have
begun in Gurdaspur. Under the
guidance of Deputy Commissioner
Uma Shankar Gupta, the District
Education Officer, Jagwinder Singh,
has tasked District Guidance
Counselor and Nodal Officer for the
program, Parminder Singh Saini,
with overseeing preparations.
Saini has initiated activities in
various schools across the district,
including Shabad (devotional songs),
choreography, Gatka (martial arts),
Bhangra, and Giddha (folk dances).
Today, Saini visited Adarsh School
Kot Dhandal and Riarki School
Tugalwal to review the progress. He
emphasized the importance of
instilling a sense of patriotism in
students and encouraged their active
participation in the district-level
program. 

He also urged schools to adhere
to the instructions provided by the
District Education Officer and for all
personnel involved in the
preparations to dedicate themselves
fully to the task principal Jasbir Lal
,jasbir Singh Samra (Nodal Officer
for Choreography)Mukesh Kumar
Verma (District Assistant Nodal
Officer for the Cultural Program)
were also present. 

CS appeals to children to update
their biometrics in Aadhaar

RAJIV JAIN
CHANDIGARH, JAN 9

The Chief Secretary, UT
Chandigarh Sh. Rajeev Ver-
ma today chaired a meeting
of the Unique Identification
Implementation Committee
(UIDIC) at Chandigarh Secre-
tariat attended by various de-
partment heads and direc-
tors. 

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of achieving 100% Aad-
haar penetration across
Chandigarh UT, all the De-
partments including banks
and the Department of post
were directed to activate all
Aadhaar enrollment kits at
the earliest and ensure opti-
mal utilization of available
resources.

During the meeting, Smt.
Bhawna Garg, DDG UIDAI
RO Chandigarh highlighted
that special efforts are re-
quired to improve Aadhaar
enrollment for children in 0-5
age group. She advised to de-
ploy Aadhaar kits at immu-
nization centers for this pur-
pose.The Health Department
and Department of WCD may

collaborate to facilitate Aad-
haar enrollment for children
under five years, ensuring
their complete coverage. She
emphasized that the school
education department needs
to devise a comprehensive ac-
tion plan to identify children
requiring Mandatory Bio-
metric Updates (MBUs) at the
age of 5 and 15. This will en-
able students’ seamless ac-
cess to future government
schemes, scholarships, and
other educational benefits.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected that Camps should be
organized in all government
and private schools to ensure
easy access to Aadhaar serv-
ices for students.He also em-
phasized on popularization of

M-Aadhaar Application and
My-Aadhaar Portal for avail-
ing various Aadhaar related
services. Awareness cam-
paign by the School Educa-
tion Department need be car-
ried out to encourage parents
and guardians for Mandatory
Biometric Update of their
children.

He also directed all the
departments of Chandigarh
UT to ensure Aadhaar based
authentication of beneficiar-
ies of various services offered
at E-Sampark Centers and
other offices. He further di-
rected that Aadhaar based
face authentication atten-
dance system to be deployed
across all government 
departments.

CHANDIGARH
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BAHADURJEET SINGH 
RUPNAGAR, JAN 9          

Rupnagar Deputy Commis-
sioner Himanshu Jain today
issued instructions regarding
road safety keeping in mind
the foggy weather so that the
loss of life and property due to
road accidents can be pre-
vented and minimised. While
presiding over a meeting on
road safety , Deputy Commis-
sioner sought information
about the arrangements be-
ing made from the Public
Works Department and the
National Highway Authority
and issued instructions say-
ing that reflectors should be
installed on the roads keeping
in mind the dense fog .He  said
that the white line should be

painted  on the road from
Sirhind  Canal to Power
Colony. He said that signs and
other traffic related boards
should be installed on the Na-
tional Highway every 4 km.
Deputy Commissioner told
the officials of the Public
Works Department and the
National Highway Authority
of India that 100 percent re-
flectors and lights should be
installed in high-risk areas
where road accidents often oc-
cur in the past, so that peo-
ple's lives are safe in foggy
weather. Financial protection
can be done.

He said that seminars
should be organized for creat-
ing maximum awareness
among the people about the
traffic rules.

DC issues instructions for road
safety during foggy weather

S H A R M A
LUDHIANA, JAN 9

An FIR (Under Section 173
BNNS) has been registered
against the Managing Com-
mittee of New Higher Sec-
ondary School, Civil Lines,
Ludhiana at Police Division
No.5 on a complaint filed by
Improvement Trust, Ludhi-
ana. According to available
information, the complaint
was first filed to the Police
Commissioned, Ludhiana.
Later, the complaint was
marked to SHO, Police Divi-
sion No.5, Ludhiana following
which FIR (No.0009 dated
January 08, 2025) has been
registered under Sections 420
and 120-B of the IPC against
the school managing commit-

tee. It has been alleged in the
FIR that a land measuring
4.71 acre (1.59 and 3.12 acre)
was allotted by Improvement
Trust, Ludhiana for running
the school at subsidised rates.
However, the present school
management, while going
against conditions of the al-
lotment, divided the site of the
school in various parts and il-
legally transferred the land to
other persons. Thus, the land
was subdivided and used for
commercial purposes. As per
the FIR, different persons
were given possession of the
land on high rents after trans-
ferring the same. Tamper-
ing/cutting was found in the
sale deed done in favour of the
school by Improvement
Trust, Ludhiana. 

FIR against managing committee of new
higher secondary school for misuse of

land allotted by Improvement Trust 

SHASHI PAL JAIN
MOHALI,  JAN 9

Taking a review of the Traffic
Decongestion Committee today
at the DAC Meeting Hall,
Deputy Commissioner Aashika
Jain asked all stakeholders that
it is the right time to do some-
thing concrete on the ground
level before the situation gets
worse.

She said that all the works
that need approval and coordi-
nation with other departments
or UT officials and Railways
should be accorded top priority
by fixing the timeline. Asking
the SDM, Mohali Damandeep
Kaur, to keep in touch with her
Chandigarh UT counterpart to
get the issue sorted out to widen
and convert the Gurdwara Shri
Sanjha Sahib road regularly.
This road hampering the com-
pletion of Sector 48/65 to Dara
Studio work. Directing ADC
(UD) Anmol Singh Dhaliwal

and EO Zirakpur Ashok Kumar
for preparing the acquisition
plan for the completion of Bawa
White House to Zirakpur-Pa-
tiala (NH 64) Highway at Day-
alpura Area falling in MC Zi-
rakpur limits at the earliest pos-
sible. This patch of road needs
about 20.64 acres of acquisition
of land for completion.

Urging the Railway's Se-
nior Assistant Divisional Engi-
neer Vijay who was also part of
this review meeting to assist in
speeding up the pending issues
with the Railway such as insuf-
ficient carriage-way width near
railway crossing JLPL, to mate-
rialise the proposal to build a

dual carriage-way under the
bridge on Junction 75/76-90 to
Railway line near Village
Chilla, another proposal of dual
carriage-way Railway Under
Pass at Junction 98/106-107 to
100/104 near railway line. Ask-
ing the GMADA and Traffic po-
lice officials to materialise  the
proposal of removing the steep
curve near Gurdwara Mata
Sunder Kaur Sahib, to complete
PR 7 road NH-64 (Chhatt Light
Point) to NH 21 (Gopal Sweets),
the Deputy Commissioner said
that the execution of works
should be taken on a fast pace to
give relief to the commuters
from the traffic chaos. 

Youth murder case: Lehra police
arrest two accused : SHO 

LEHRAGAGA (GURMAIL SINGH SANGATPURA): The police
of Lehragaga police station have registered a case against 5 persons
on the charge of killing a young boy, adding sections 103 (1), 61 (2) of
the new law to the case registered earlier under section 127 (6) BNS,
and have handed over the body of the deceased youth Amandeep
Singh alias Aman to his heirs after con-
ducting a postmortem. 

Lehragaga police have arrested the
two alleged culprits and started searching
for the remaining culprits.According to
the information received from Inspector
Vinod Kumar, SHO of Police Station
Lehragaga regarding this incident, Kewal Singh, son of Dhan Singh,
resident of Ramgarh Sandhuan, Police Station Lehra, recorded a
statement with the police that he had told in his earlier written state-
ment that on January 4, 2025, his son Amandeep Singh alias Amna
had left home, who did not return home later. Regarding which he
had registered a case against unknown persons at Police Station
Lehra on January 7. He has recorded something in his statement. I
have been investigating the relatives on my own till now, but today,
after investigating, we came to know that the murder of my son
Amandeep Singh alias Aman was a money transaction with Aman-
deep Singh alias Amna, resident of Rampura Jawaharwala, Sandeep
alias Seep, resident of Ward Number Four, Lehra, Jogpuri resident of
Lehra, Pawan Singh, near Lord Krishna College, Lehra, Happy, son
of Satguru Singh, Lehra. Following which Amandeep Singh alias
Amna, Sandeep Singh alias Seep, Jogpuri, Pawan Singh and Happy
above consulted among themselves and killed my son Amandeep
Singh by making him eat something intoxicating, poisonous .

and giving him a poisonous injection and threw his body in a de-

SAS Nagar Admn to tie up  with Chandigarh for
widening of Gurdwara Sanjha Sahib Road

Police public outreach meeting
‘Samparak’organised : SSP Toora 

KAPURTHALA (ASHISHPURI ): To curb the rising crime rate
and ensure public safety, while fostering better communica-
tion between the police and the public, the Kapurthala Police
organized a public outreach meeting named Samparak. Dur-
ing this meeting, SSP Gaurav Toora listened to various con-
cerns from the public regarding open drug sales, theft, and
snatching. The public pledged their support and committed to
providing information confidentially.

The meeting was attended by prominent leaders and indi-
viduals from the areas under the Kapurthala subdivision, in-
cluding the City Police Station, Kotwali Police Station, and
Sadar Police Station. The SHOs of the three police stations,
along with the Subdivision Dsp Deepkaran Singh and the SP
Headquarters Gurpreet Singh were also present. Issues like
traffic, crime, and drug abuse were discussed extensively. SSP
Toora assured the attendees that steps would be taken to tack-
le these problems and appealed to the public to cooperate with
the police. It was noted that the people of the city are facing in-
creasing problems with theft, robbery,traffic, and the open sale
of drugs, which has created a sense of insecurity. Due to a lack
of coordination between the police and the public, the crime
rate has continued to rise. In response, SSP Toora organized
this meeting to listen to the public’s suggestions.

TILAK RAJ
MOHALI,  JAN 9

The Ministry of Youth Affairs, Gov-
ernment of India, is organizing the
National Youth Festival from Jan-
uary 10 to 12, 2025, in New Delhi. 

The event, themed ‘Developed In-
dia,’ aims to showcase the cultural
and creative talents of young par-
ticipants from across the
nation.Sharing details about the
festival, the Deputy Director of
Punjab’s Youth Services Depart-
ment, Chandigarh, announced that
the festival will host participants
from 29 states and 8 union territo-
ries, featuring competitions in var-
ious fields such as cultural per-
formances, youth leadership, paint-
ing, poetry, group folk dance, folk
singing, science, and storytelling.

Punjab’s Youth Services Depart-
ment, under the guidance of Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann,
has taken the initiative to ensure
active participation from the state.
A team of selected young represen-
tatives from Punjab departed today
from Chandigarh to Delhi. These

participants were chosen through
rigorous state-level competitions
conducted earlier.

The delegation, led by Special
Secretary for Youth Services, Mr.
S.P. Anand (IFS), departed in a spe-
cially arranged bus from the Youth
Bhawan, Sector-42, Chandigarh.
The send-off ceremony was
presided over by Chairman of the

Punjab Youth Development Board,
Parminder Singh Goldie, who
flagged off the delegation after a
formal introduction to the partici-
pants.The National Youth Festival
2025 promises to be a platform for
fostering creativity, leadership,
and cultural exchange among the
youth, reinforcing the vision of a
progressive and united India.

National Youth Festival 2025:
Punjab contingent enroute

SHASHI PAL JAIN
KHARAR,  JAN 9

A meeting was organized to-
day at Shaheed Bhagat Singh
Market, Sunny Enclave to
make people aware and to get
information about the prob-
lems they are facing, in

which, among others,
Kharar DSP Karan Singh
Sandhu, Sunny Enclave Po-
lice Chowki Incharge Charan
Singh, Harpreet Singh Gu-
jral, Ward No. 7 Councilor
participated. In this meeting,
the police officers received in-
formation about the prob-

lems faced by the residents
there.  The officers sought co-
operation from the public
and asked them to inform the
police about any kind of bad
elements and drugs. The offi-
cers assured the people of
solving the problems they
are facing.

Kharar police organizes public contact
meeting at Sunny Enclave

AAP earned respect by fulfilling promises
made in poll manifesto: Saurav Behal

GURDASPUR (VERMA): The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has
earned a special place in the hearts of the people of Punjab by ful-
filling the promises made in its election manifesto. This was re-
vealed by Saurav Behal, the State Joint Secretary of the Youth
Wing of AAP in Punjab. He stated that the party has implement-
ed the promises made in its election manifesto effectively, and as
a result, the trust and confidence of the people are growing day
by day. Saurav Behal emphasized that AAP not only believes in
politics but also respects the emotions and
interests of the people. The party has al-
ways taken decisions for the betterment of
the public, benefiting them in every aspect.
He mentioned that the party has made it a
priority to fulfill its promises with utmost
sincerity and honesty, ensuring that the
people’s trust and genuine support are
earned. 

He further stated that AAP’s main goal has always been to pro-
vide people with access to education, healthcare, electricity, wa-
ter, employment, and other basic amenities. The changes imple-
mented by the party in Punjab have played a crucial role in im-
proving the standard of living for the common people in the state.
Saurav Behal also highlighted that the true identity of AAP is
that, even after coming to power, the party has not deviated from
its election promises and has never compromised on the interests
of the public. 

The party has taken strong actions against corruption and ir-
regularities, resulting in positive changes that the people have
witnessed. Behal claimed that AAP’s model could serve as an in-
spiration for other political parties that always prioritize the serv-
ice of the people. He also mentioned that the growth of the party
and the support from the public would continue to increase be-
cause AAP has consistently prioritized transparency.

FDDI Banur to host
convocation

ceremony for 2023
and 2024 graduates

CHANDIGARH, JAN 9

The Footwear Design and Development In-
stitute (FDDI), Banur, a prestigious Insti-
tute of National Importance under the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Gov-
ernment of India, is set to host its convoca-
tion ceremony for the graduating batches
of 2023 and 2024. The event is scheduled to
take place on Friday, January 10. Ms.
Pragya Singh, Executive Director of FDDI
Banur, said that Shri Gulab Chand
Kataria, Hon’ble Governor of Punjab and
Administrator of Chandigarh, will grace
the occasion as the Chief Guest. 

He will confer degrees upon 128 gradu-
ates. Additionally, Colonel Pankaj Sinha
will join the event as a special guest,
adding to the significance of this milestone
for the institute and its students.FDDI,
known for its professional, industry-fo-
cused courses in Retail, Footwear, Fash-
ion, and Leather Goods, continues to be a
leading institution offering undergraduate
and postgraduate programs. Its graduates
are highly sought after, consistently
achieving placements in both multination-
al and national companies with competi-
tive salary packages.
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PDA takes strict action against unauthorised colonies in 
Patiala District 
PATIALA (RAWEL BHINDER): The Patiala Development Authority (PDA), under the leadership of Chief Administra-
tor Manisha Rana and Additional Chief Administrator Jashanpreet Kaur Gill, has taken decisive action against two

unauthorised colonies that were developed in violation of the Punjab Apartment and
Property Regulation Act, 1995. These colonies, located in Village Seona and Village Bal-
behra in Tehsil and District Patiala, have been demolished. PDA officials emphasized
their commitment to safeguarding public investments and preventing unregulated de-
velopment in the district. They reiterated that strict action will be taken against any
unauthorized colonies within the jurisdiction of PDA, Patiala. In addition to these dem-
olitions, the PDA has issued notices to several other colonizers involved in developing
unauthorized colonies. 

DALJEET AJNOHA  
HOSHIARPUR,  JAN 9

After launching mission
‘Hoshiyar’ to curb the menace
of drugs a few days ago, the Dis-
trict Police on Thursday kick-
started  the sub-divisional
sports events to engage the
youngsters  towards different
sports as well as further spread-
ing awareness against the men-
ace.  Giving details about the
initiative, Hoshiarpur SSP
Surendra Lamba said that
these sports events were aimed
at promoting sports amongst
youngsters so as to channelise
their energy in a positive man-
ner. He said that the endeavour

is a part of ‘sampark’ pro-
gramme to combat with the
drug abuse besides bringing the
addicts to main stream and tak-
ing strict  action against drug
peddlers.  The SSP pointed out
that these sports events includ-
ed basketball, volleyball, foot-
ball and athletics would take
place in all seven sub-divisions,
where more than 1,500 young-
sters participating in different
games.  He said the promotion
of sports would surely give a
constructive message against
the menace. By embracing
sports of their  choice, the SSP
said that they could not only ex-
cel but also become inspiration
for others. 

Mission Hoshiyar: District police
initiates Sub-Divisional sports

events to promote sports 

SUKH NAHAR  
JAGRAON, JAN 9

Minister of Social Justice, Em-
powerment and Minorities of
Punjab Dr. Baljeet Kaur paid a
visit to MLA Jagraon Sarvjit
Kaur Manuke. 

The AAP MLA of Jagraon
alongwith her husband Prof
Sukhwinder Singh, paid a
warm welcome to Dr. Baljeet
Kaur. Although the visit was a
personal one, MLA Manuke
raised concerns of people of Ja-
graon before the minister.
Manuke urged that the minis-
ter to ensure release of pending
funds of 'Shagan Scheme' of gov-

ernment.  She also appealed Dr.
Baljeet Kaur to address the de-
lay in pension payment of sen-
ior citizens. Manuke requested
for play materials and new
mats for Anganwadi centres
and also urged to fill vacant
posts at Anganwadi centres as
well as the office of Social Secu-
rity and Child Development De-
partments. 

Minister Dr. Baljeet Kaur
listened to all the issues careful-
ly and assured that the issues
raised by Manuke shall be ad-
dressed at preference and nec-
essary steps shall be taken to en-
sure that inconvenience faced
by people are eliminated. 

Minister  Dr. Baljeet Kaur meets MLA
Sarvjit Kaur Manuke in Jagraon

SURINDER DAMDAMI 
FARIDKOT,  JAN 9

Under the direction of Chief
Minister Punjab Bhagwant
Singh Mann, under the ongo-
ing campaign to free Punjab
from organized crime, under
the direction of DGP Punjab
Gaurav Yadav and under the
able guidance of Ashwani
Kapoor DIG Faridkot Range,
Faridkot Police has succeeded
in arresting Harsimranjit
alias Simma Behbal, a catego-
ry A gangster associated with
Bambiha gang, who has
about 26 cases registered un-
der the murder, drugs, theft,

extortion and arms act, and
his 08 associates. This infor-
mation was given by SSP
Faridkot Dr. Pragya Jain.
Giving information, she said
that an associate of gangster
Harsimranjit alias Simma Be-
hbal, Harpreet Singh alias
Happy Godara, son of Sikan-
der Singh, resident of Bargari,
was arrested on 05.01.2025.
After which, based on human
intelligence and technical in-
put, Faridkot police received
information that gangster
Harsimranjit alias Simma Be-
hbal and his associates were
roaming in the areas of Farid-
kot. 

Faridkot police action: 5 henchmen
of gangster Simma Behbal arrested

SUMER GARG 
SANGRUR, JAN 9

Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Sangrur, Sandeep Rishi said
that as per the guidelines is-
sued by the Punjab Govern-
ment, the registration has
been started by Women and
Child Development Depart-
ment for the private schools,
institutions and play-way
schools, which are working in
the field of early child care and
education, in Sangrur district.
He said that to make this reg-
istration mandatory, the con-
cerned institutions should im-
mediately contact the office of
the District Program Officer,
Sangrur or the Child Develop-
ment Department of Punjab

(CDPO) of the concerned
block. Form No. 1 can be ob-
tained by coordinating with
the concerned officials. The
DC said that under these in-
structions it is mandatory to

register every play-way
school. He said that the Social
Security and Women and
CDPO has conducted ECCE
for children aged 3-6 years for
the all-round development of
children.  (Early Childhood
Care and Education) notifica-
tion has already been issued to
register organizations work-
ing in the field. He further said
that if any private schools, in-
stitutions and play-way
schools do not meet the crite-
ria of the policy, action will be
taken against them as per
rules.

Schools registration for care
of young children started: DC

DSP Varinder Singh Khosa
conducts constructive
discussions with general public 

SUKH  NAHAR  
JAGRAON: DSP Sub-division Dakha
Varinder Singh Khosa conducted
constructive discussions with the
general public in order to know
better about their concerns and
everyday problems. The meeting
was aimed to address traffic related
issues faced by people and to find
effective solutions to the same. The
civilians highly applauded the
initiative and shared their concerns
with DSP Khosa. In his address, the
DSP stated that police is committed
to resolve all the issues of public
and the meeting was an initiative
towards the same. Khosa added that
the feedbacks from civilians are
highly valuable as they are helpful in
dealing with major issues of the city.

Parkash Purab of Sri Guru
Gobind Singh Ji celebrated
with devotion at Gurdwara
Sant Ashram

SHARANJEET  
PATHANKOT: Gurdwara Sant
Ashram Tap Asthan Sant Baba Iqbal
Singh Ji Mission Road
Pathankot celebrated the Parkash
Purab of Shri Guru Gobind Singh Ji
with the support of the devotees with
devotion and enthusiasm. First
of all the Bhogs of Sri Akhand Path
Sahib were found. After that
Hajuri Ragi Gurdwara Sant Ashram
Bhai Gurnam Singh, Bhai Amandeep
Singh Raja and the ragi teams
women of joined the congregation
with Gurbani by doing kirtan. After
that, Head Granthi Bhai Vijay Singh
while narrating the story informed
the Sangat about the life and
history of Guru Gobind Singh and
appealed to his children to drink
Amrit and connect them with Bani
and Banna. On this occasion, Head
Granthi Bhai Vijay Singh, Bhai
Hardeep Singh, Amandeep Singh,
Jasbir Singh Bobby, Lakhwinder
Singh, Navtej Singh, Nirmal Singh
Nimma, Amarjit Kaur, Hardeep Singh
Rimpu, Simran Singh, Balwant Kaur,
Sukhwinder Singh, Raj Kaur, Jaspal
Singh, Parminder Singh, Gurpreet
Singh Soni, Simarpreet Singh etc.

GAURAV GOEL
CHANDIGARH, JAN 9

The Punjab Government will
construct 1419 Anganwadi
centers to promote the holistic
development of women and
children. These centers will
be established at a cost of Rs
200 crore and existing Angan-
wadi centers will be upgraded
to improve their infrastruc-
ture. This announcement was
made by Dr. Baljit Kaur, the
Minister for Social Security,
Women and Child Develop-
ment.

During a press conference
at Punjab Bhawan today, Cab-
inet Minister Dr. Baljit Kaur
stated that the government is
committed to the overall de-
velopment of women and chil-
dren across the state. The plan
includes constructing new
Anganwadi centers, upgrad-
ing existing ones, providing
improved sanitation facilities,
and equipping centers with
furniture and other necessary
amenities. She also men-
tioned that grafity will be

done at these centers to en-
hance the development of
children. Dr. Kaur empha-
sized that this initiative is not
just about building structures
but about creating a con-
ducive environment for the
physical, cognitive and emo-
tional development of chil-
dren.

The Minister informed
that in the first phase of this
project, 1000 Anganwadi cen-
ters are being constructed.
Out of these, 56 have been
completed and 644 are under
construction. Additionally,

work on 300 centers will be-
gin soon, as approvals for 156
of these have already been
granted. Dr. Kaur further
shared that apart from con-
structing new centers, the
Punjab Government is up-
grading 350 existing Angan-
wadi centers across the state.
A budget of Rs 7 crore has
been allocated for these up-
grades, which will include en-
hanced facilities to better
serve beneficiaries. The gov-
ernment aims to complete the
upgrades promptly, demon-
strating its commitment to
improving basic infrastruc-
ture.

The Minister announced
the construction of 2162 new
toilets at Anganwadi centers,
with Rs 7.78 crore allocated
for the purpose. Furthermore,
Rs 35.30 lakh has been ear-
marked to provide drinking
water facilities at 353 centers.

Dr. Baljit Kaur highlight-
ed that 100 Anganwadi cen-
ters in Moga and Ferozepur
districts will be transformed
into "Saksham Anganwadi

Centers" with a total budget
of Rs 94.80 lakh. These centers
will feature upgraded infra-
structure, RO units, LED
lighting, furniture and
Poshan Vatika.

She also noted that the  In-
tegrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) program was
launched in Punjab in 1975
from Block Nurpur Bedi in
Rupnagar district and is near-
ing its 50th anniversary. For
21,851 Anganwadi centers in
the state, Rs 21.85 crore has
been allocated to purchase
furniture.  Dr. Baljit Kaur re-
iterated that under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister S. Bhag-
want Singh Mann, the Punjab
Government will continue its
efforts to improve the basic in-
frastructure of Anganwadi
centers in the current year. In
response to a query, the Min-
ister revealed that 3000 An-
ganwadi workers and helpers
will be recruited soon. She
also mentioned that last year,
5000 workers and helpers
were recruited purely on a
merit basis.

Govt to construct 1419 anganwadi
centers across state : Dr Baljit Kaur

AJAY MALHOTRA
FATEHGARH SAHIB, JAN 9

The Senior Citizens Associa-
tion, Sirhind-Fatehgarh
Sahib, honored Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Sona Thind
and SSP Dr. Ravjot Grewal
here today for the commend-
able arrangements made by
the civil and police adminis-
tration during the Shaheedi
Sabha-2024.

Senior citizens appreciat-
ed the work done by the DC
and SSP with full dedication
during the Shaheedi Sabha.
On this occasion, Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Sona
Thind said that senior citi-
zens are priceless assets of the
society, and it is our primary
duty to give them due respect
and honor in the society. She
said that we should take guid-
ance from the experiences of
senior citizens because senior

citizens have made unparal-
leled achievements in every
field of their lives. Dr. Thind
said that the love and respect
given to her by the people of
Fatehgarh Sahib as Deputy
Commissioner will always be
remembered. 

She said that the work of
senior citizens in government
offices is dealt with on a pri-
ority basis, and senior citi-
zens coming to government
offices for their work will not
be allowed to face any kind of
difficulty. She asked the sen-
ior citizens to continuously

provide the constructive
guidance. Dr. Thind said that
during the Shaheedi Sabha,
about 30 lakh devotees ar-
rived at Gurdwara Sri Fate-
hgarh Sahib to pay obeisance
and the proper arrangements
for such a large gathering
have been made only with the
blessings of Sangat. On this
occasion, SSP Dr. Ravjot Gre-
wal said that the District Po-
lice is committed to solving
the problems of senior citi-
zens, and senior citizens will
not be allowed to face any
kind of difficulty. 

DC and SSP honored by Senior
Citizens Association

SUMER GARG 
CHEEMA, JAN 9

Among the councilors who won
in the general elections of the lo-
cal Nagar Panchayat held last
day, names were unanimously
selected for the important posi-
tions of president and vice pres-
idents, under which Baljinder
Kaur was declared president
and Anju Bala Bansal & Man-
preet Singh were declared vice
presidents. 

Punjab Cabinet Minister, Mr.
Aman Arora, who was present
on the occasion, extended warm
congratulations to the newly
elected president & both the vice
presidents and wished them all
the best for the all-round devel-
opment of Nagar Panchayat
Cheema with mutual coopera-
tion and dedication. Arora said
that the Punjab government led
by Chief Minister, Bhagwant
Singh Mann is fully committed

to the all-round development of
the state and has rapidly imple-
mented development projects
worth crores of rupees to im-
prove the condition of the wards
under each Municipal Council
and Nagar Panchayat. are being
mounted. 

He said that the spirit of pub-
lic service should be imple-
mented with full good inten-
tions and there is no dearth of
funds for development works
on behalf of the government. On
this occasion, Mr. Aman Arora
said that all the councilors and
office bearers should be fully
functional to properly resolve

the problems faced by the ward
residents with full cooperation
and impartiality. He said that in
the last three and a half years,
the Aam Aadmi Party-led Pun-
jab government has given gifts
worth crores of rupees to the
residents of Cheema and many
other pro-people projects are go-
ing to be implemented. Besides
others, all the councilors, in-
cluding, Savinder Kaur, Sukhjit
Singh, Mandeep Kaur, Gurpyar
Singh, Kiranpal Kaur, Parmin-
der Singh, Sukhjit Kaur,
Kuldeep Singh, Manjit Singh,
Jasveer Singh were also present
on this occasion.

Arora congratulates new president, two
vice presidents of Nagar Panchayat

L K BANSAL
MOHALI,  JAN 9

District Legal Services Authority
under the aegis of Punjab State
Legal Services Authority and un-
der the chairmanship of Sh. Atul
Kasana, District & Sessions
Judge-cum-Chairman, District
Legal Services Authority, SAS
Nagar, a legal awareness pro-
gramme was organized in
Chandigarh University, Gharu-
an on the occasion of "National
Youth Day". Ms. Surabhi
Prashar, CJM-cum-Secretary,
District Legal Services Authori-
ty, SAS Nagar apprised the stu-
dents that National Youth Day is
celebrated annually on 12 Janu-
ary, being the birthday of Swami
Vivekananda. In 1984, the Gov-
ernment of India declared this
day as National Youth Day. The
philosophy of Swamiji and the
ideals for which he lived and
worked could be a great source

of inspiration for the Indian
Youth. He credited with intro-
ducing the West to the Indian
philosophies of Vedanta and
Yoga. He also worked against su-
perstitions and advocated the up-
liftment of women’s position in
society.

Krishan Kumar Singla, Ad-
ditional Member Secretary, Pun-
jab State Legal Services Authori-
ty, SAS Nagar educated the stu-
dents about the provisions of Le-
gal Services Authorities Act,
1987. He disclosed that members
of Scheduled Castes or Tribes,
women, children, mentally
ill/disabled, unemployed, indus-
trial workers, persons in cus-

tody, deportees and prisoners in
jails and all those persons whose
annual income is less than three
3.00 lac is entitled to get free legal
aid. He also informed the stu-
dents that as per schedule of Na-
tional Legal Services Authority,
New Delhi, first National Lok
Adalt for the year 2025 would be
organized on 08.03.2024 in which
Criminal Compoundable Of-
fences, NI Act cases under Sec-
tion-138, Bank Recovery Cases,
MACT Cases, Matrimonial Dis-
putes, Labour disputes, Land Ac-
quisition cases, Electricity and
Water Bills (Excluding non-com-
poundable theft cases), Service
matters relating to pay.

United Kisan Morcha rejects
national agricultural marketing

policy, plans protests

MOGA (JAGRAJ SINGH SANGHA): The United Kisan Morcha
(UKM) has announced a series of protest programs in response
to the draft National Agricultural Marketing Policy, which they
described as a repackaged version of the repealed farm laws.
The Morcha plans to burn copies of the draft policy at tehsil
headquarters on January 13 and hold a tractor march on Jan-
uary 26, mirroring the large-scale protests of previous years.

During a Mahapanchayat held in Moga, which saw a record
turnout of farmers from across Punjab, the UKM passed reso-
lutions rejecting the draft policy and demanding the imple-
mentation of Minimum Support Price (MSP) guarantees under
the Swaminathan formula, debt relief for farmers and laborers,
and continued support for border and protesting farmers.The
six-member Unity Committee of the UKM will visit Khanauri
and Shambhu borders on January 10 to present the unity reso-
lution passed at the Mahapanchayat. 
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DLSA, SAS Nagar celebrates
National Youth Day

Banks approves over 20,000 agriculture
projects worth  Rs.7,670 crore 

CHANDIGARH : The Punjab government, led by Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Singh Mann, is is actively working to boost agri-
cultural infrastructure. To fulfill this objective, under the guid-
ance of Horticulture Minister Mr. Mohinder Bhagat, Punjab is
continuously leading the nation by approving over 20,000 agri-
cultural projects under the AIF scheme to further strengthen
agricultural infrastructure.

Horticulture Minister Mohinder Bha-
gat shared that Punjab is leading the
country in approving projects for agricul-
tural infrastructure development. He
highlighted that Punjab’s banks have ap-
proved 20,024 agricultural projects worth
Rs.7,670 crore so far. In comparison,
Madhya Pradesh has approved 11,135
projects, Maharashtra 9,611, Tamil Nadu
7,323, and Uttar Pradesh 7,058 projects.

He said that the Horticulture Depart-
ment in Punjab is implementing the Central Agriculture In-
frastructure Fund (AIF) Scheme in a significant manner to
promote agricultural development and further strengthen the
economy of farmers in the state.

He mentioned that the Horticulture Department of Punjab
is functioning as the State Nodal Agency for implementing the
AIF scheme. He added that to ensure the effective implemen-
tation of this scheme, the department has launched a What-
sApp helpline number 9056092906. He said that anyone can
send a message to this number to receive detailed information
about the scheme.

Punjab is best for business and
Industrial excellence: Sond

SHASHI PAL JAIN
CHANDIGARH, JAN 9

While addressing the audi-
ence at the International
Trade Promotion Council of
India (TPCI)’s flagship food
trade show, Indusfood, held
in Noida, Punjab’s Minister
for Tourism, Cultural Affairs,
Industry & Commerce, and
Investment Promotion,
Tarunpreet Singh Sond, ex-
tended an open invitation to
CEOs and delegates from na-
tional and international com-
panies to visit Punjab. He em-
phasized that Punjab offers
an ideal environment for
business and industry.

Highlighting the peace-
ful, prosperous, and inclusive
atmosphere of Punjab, Minis-
ter Sond described the state
as an unparalleled destina-
tion for businesses and indus-
tries to thrive. He stated that
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann and his
team are working diligently
and with utmost commit-
ment to boost the state’s in-
dustrial growth.

Indusfood witnessed par-
ticipation from nearly 3,500
exhibitors from 105 coun-
tries, representing the global
food industry. As the Chief
Guest, Minister Sond hon-
ored the CEOs and delegates

of renowned companies and
expressed his satisfaction at
the opportunity to showcase
Punjab’s industry-friendly
policies to global business
leaders under one roof.

While addressing the rep-
resentatives of various com-
panies, Sond announced that
the Punjab Government
plans to organize an Interna-
tional Food Festival in Pun-
jab this November. 

This event will invite in-
ternational companies work-
ing in the food and allied sec-
tors to participate and ex-
plore investment opportuni-
ties.

The minister also shared
insights into Punjab’s pro-
business initiatives, includ-

ing the single-window system
facilitated by Invest Punjab
to ease investment processes.
He assured complete support
and assistance to investors,
emphasizing the govern-
ment’s commitment to foster-
ing industrial development.

Sond stressed that CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann’s vi-
sion is to elevate Punjab’s
food sector to a global level.
To achieve this, the Punjab
Government is making con-
certed efforts to establish
state brands like Verka,
Sohna, and Five Rivers on in-
ternational platforms. He not-
ed the growing global de-
mand for Punjab’s products,
which reflects the success of
these initiatives.

Wild Bean Café
inaugurates on Morinda-
Ludhiana road

RADHA  SHYAM
MORINDA: A Wild Bean Café, a
British brand, was inaugurated
adjacent to the Jio BP petrol pump
on the Morinda-Ludhiana road. The
café was inaugurated jointly by
former Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht
Sahib Bhai Ranjit Singh, Parminder
Singh Dumchehri, and constituency
MLA Dr. Charanjit Singh.
Congratulating the café owner,
Gurwinder Singh Dumchehri, Bhai
Ranjit Singh and Dr. Charanjit Singh
remarked that the café would
provide coffee and other
refreshments to local residents and
travelers. Prominent attendees
included Karan Singh DTO,
constituency in-charge of Shiromani
Akali Dal; Jathedar Pritam Singh
Sallo Majra; former councilor Jagpal
Singh Jolly; Birdavinder Singh Balla;
Jathedar Tejpal Singh Kurali;
Rajinder Singh Chakla; councilor
Amritpal Singh Khatra; Shri Chand
PA; Tejinder Singh Kalaran; Baldeep
Singh Sangatpura; Harchand Singh
Dumchehri; Davinder Singh Majhail;
Prahlad Singh; Jagtar Singh Saheri;
and Bibi Amritpal Kaur Nagra,
among others. The café is expected
to be a convenient stop for
refreshments and coffee for
travelers on this busy route.

Meeting organized by District
police admn in Morinda
under outreach campaign

SANJEEV  TEJPAL
MORINDA: The District Police
Administration of Rupnagar, under
the leadership of DIG Rupnagar
Range, Harcharan Singh Bhullar,
organized a significant meeting at
Rangi Palace, Morinda, as part of
the ongoing outreach campaign.
The event saw an overwhelming
response with the participation of
village Panchs, Sarpanchs,
Chairpersons, and Councillors of
the Nagar Council. Leaders and
members of various social and
religious organizations, alongside a
notable number of youth and school
students, were also present.
Addressing the gathering, DIG
Harcharan Singh Bhullar
emphasized that the meeting was
convened under the directives of
the Punjab Government and Punjab
Police DGP Gaurav Yadav. The
primary objective of this initiative is
to establish closer ties with
residents of villages and cities,
fostering trust and collaboration
while addressing their concerns
efficiently. 
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DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA: Exhibiting compassion and
humanity, Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu took swift
action to save a life in the remote Kwar
of Shimla district. Responding to an
urgent medical emergency, the Chief
Minister directed the Shimla district
administration to airlift Virender
Thakur, an employee at the SDM

Office in Kwar, who was suffering
from shooting pain and required
immediate medical assistance. 

The Chief Minister spared his
helicopter and sent it to Kwar
immediately. The person along with
his daughter was airlifted at 4:13 PM
from Kwar and arrived at IGMC
Shimla around 5:00 PM and his
condition is reported to be stable. 

NEWS BRIEF

Power supply
disrupted in
Hardaspura, restored
BALKRISHAN PRASHAR
CHAMBA: The electricity
supply remained disrupted in
Hardaspura area of Chamba
town for several hours yesterday,
severely affecting the daily life. It
also caused inconvenience to the
residents. According to an official
spokesman, the electricity supply
was restored in the evening and
the normalcy in the area was
resumed.

Demand raised to
open SDM Office
in Tauni Devi

RAJNEESH SHARMA
HAMIRPUR: Rajesh Thakur,
President of the District Kisan
Congress Hamirpur, met with Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
to demand the establishment of an
SDM office in Tauni Devi.
According to Thakur, during the
Sujanpur Assembly by-election,
CM Sukhu had announced the
opening of an SDM sub-divisional
office in Tauni Devi. Thakur
highlighted that this has been a
long-standing demand of the local
people, as they currently have to
travel 15 to 20 kilometers to access
SDM offices in Hamirpur or
Sujanpur. He expressed hope that
the Chief Minister would fulfill this
public demand promptly. CM Sukhu
assured Thakur of a swift resolution
in the interest of the public.

Himachal Pradesh Union
of Journalists Unit Amb’s
meeting organized at
Basant Restaurant Amb

KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA: Himachal Pradesh Union
of Journalists Unit Amb meeting
was organized at Basant
Restaurant Amb on Thursday
today. Sachin Sharma SDM Amb
was the Chief Guest of this
meeting. Vasudha Sood DSP was
the special Guest of this meeting.
Many issues of the journalists were
discussed in this meeting. A
memorandum regarding Press
Room was also given to SDM Amb
by the journalists Amb.
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AVINASH CHAUHAN 
AMB, JAN 9

A block level Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao awareness camp
was organized on Thursday at
Child Development Project
Officer Amb under the
guidance of the office of
Women and Child
Development Department
Himachal Pradesh, courtesy
of the Directorate of Social
Justice and Empowerment
Department. This program
was presided over by
Chintpurni MLA Sudarshan
Singh Bablu. On this
occasion, SHO Amb Gaurav
Bhardwaj gave detailed
information about the safety
and rights of women, girls
and children. He called for
taking everyone along to
make this campaign
successful. Advocate and
youth leader Vikas Kashyap
gave detailed information

about the rights given to
women and daughters and
requested cooperation from
the entire society to give
daughters a proper place in
the society. In the program,
FDs worth Rs 273000 were
distributed to 13 beneficiaries
of Beti Hai Anmol Yojana at
the rate of Rs 21000/- per
beneficiary. Eligibility
certificates were issued to 10
beneficiaries of Indira Gandhi
Sukh Shiksha Yojana. On this
occasion, Chintpurni MLA
Sudarshan Singh Bablu called
for making the Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao campaign a
success and appreciated the
efforts of the department to

give respect to daughters in
the society. In the end, the
chief guest thanked all the
women and children for
making this program a
success and inspired them to
work wholeheartedly in the
society in future as well. In
this program, District
Program Officer Narendra
Kumar, Child Development
Project Officer Amb Vijay
Kumar, DSP Amb Vasudha
Sood, Tehsil Welfare Officer
Rakesh Kumar, Mandal
President Dr. Ravindra
Sharma, Youth Leader Nisha
Sharma, Statistical Assistant
Sandeep Chauhan, Supervisor
Pawan Kumar.

Public Consultation meeting held on
National Highway four-lane expansion

KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA: A public consultation meeting was held on Thursday in
Una for the four-lane expansion of National Highway 503 (Amb
to Jhaleda) and National Highway 70 (New NH 03, Jalandhar-
Hoshiarpur-Gagret-Amb-Nadaun). The meeting was chaired by
Additional Deputy Commissioner Una, Mahendra Pal Gurjar.
Organized by the implementing agency in collaboration with the
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI), the meeting was
attended by SDMs of the respective sub-divisions, public
representatives, and other stakeholders. During the session, the
alignment proposal for the project was discussed in detail.
Stakeholders provided valuable suggestions, which the
Additional Deputy Commissioner directed the implementing
agency to incorporate while preparing the final Detailed Project
Report (DPR). He emphasized that all aspects must be carefully
considered during the DPR preparation to avoid complications
during the land acquisition process for the project. SDM Amb
Sachin Sharma, SDM Bangana Sonu Goyal, SDM Gagret
Soumil Gautam, SDM Una Vishwamohan Dev Chauhan,
stakeholders, NHAI officials, and representatives of the
implementing agency were present at the meeting.

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, JAN 9

Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu here today released a
book 'Gender Perspectives in Public
Policy & Development' authored by
Dr. Rajeev Bansal, Dr. Basu Sood &
Dr. Prabhat Mittal. The Chief
Minister appreciated the authors for
their work and said that the Gender
Perspectives domain should not
only be restricted to academicians
but the implementing departments
should come forward to prioritize
gender policy and development,
recognizing the transformative
potential of gender equality. He said
that we must strengthen gender-
sensitive policy frameworks and
legislative environment should
support gender-inclusive
programming, budgeting foster
partnerships, collaborations that
amplify gender equality efforts,

invest in data collection and
research to inform gender-
responsive decision-making. It is
significant to unlock the full
potential of gender equality, driving
progress toward a more just,
equitable and sustainable world for
all. Thakur Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu said that the publication
brings together diverse perspectives
and expertise to explore the critical
intersections between gender policy
and development. The composition
examines the ways in which gender
shapes and is shaped by
development policies and practices,
highlighting the need for gender-
sensitive approaches that address
the complex realities of women’s
and girls’ lives. Through a range of
contributions, the book
demonstrates the importance of
integrating gender analysis into
development frameworks, policies
and programmes. 

KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA, JAN 9

Santosh Sharma, Deputy
Director of the ATMA Project
in Una, visited the fields of
progressive farmers Kulwant
Singh and Veena in Ghaluwal
and Karmapur villages of the
Haroli Assembly constituency.
She was accompanied by
Block Technical Manager
(BTM) Ankush Sharma and
Assistant Technical Manager
(ATM) Davinder Kaur. During
the visit, Sharma discussed the
challenges associated with
natural farming and guided
farmers on using organic
fertilizers to enhance crop
yields. ATMA Project Director
Virendra Bagga highlighted
the initiatives taken to
promote natural farming. He
shared that under the
Agricultural Technology

Management Agency
(ATMA), 6,131 farmers in
Haroli and Una blocks have
been trained in natural
farming. Among these, 5,090
farmers are cultivating crops
on approximately 805 hectares
using natural farming
methods. Additionally, 1,976
farmers have registered under
the Indian Natural Agriculture
System in these blocks and are
being trained regularly
through workshops. Bagga
also informed about the

“Natural Farming Prosperous
Farmer Scheme,” which
provides financial assistance
of Rs. 25,000 to farmers for
purchasing indigenous cows
and ?5,000 for transportation.
Under the “Diploma in
Agricultural Extension
Services for Input Dealers”
program, input dealers
undergo a one-year diploma
course to familiarize
themselves with various
agricultural practices and offer
better services to farmers.

How can we expect truth from govt
based on lies and deceit: Trilok Kapoor
SANAJY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, JAN 9

How can we expect truth from
the leaders of a party whose
government is based on lies
and deceit. State BJP General
Secretary Trilok Kapoone has
strongly reprimanded MLA
Ashish Kutel for giving false
explanation on the lock-up of
Kundan Cow Sanctuary and
Chechiyan Sub-Tehsil. BJP
leader Trilok Kapoor said that
in fact he has just been
expelled from CPS by the
Hon'ble High Court and is still
mentally disturbed due to this
problem. Kapoor said that the
Congress MLA, seeing the
public outrage of 15
Panchayats of Nagari area,
hurriedly came to the press
conference and by speaking
factless and blatant lies on the
subject of Cow Sanctuary,
Chechiyan Sub-Tehsil and

Block Development
Palampur, had become a
laughing stock among the
people of Palampur. Kapoor
said that the previous BJP
government had selected a
suitable place for the cow
sanctuary at a place called
Kundan under Badsar
Panchayat of Palampur and
arranged the necessary funds
for its construction, and made
a budget provision of about 2
crore 92 lakh rupees and

completed it in record time. Rs
42 lakh was also reserved for
the permanent water
arrangement there and for the
initial running of the
cowshed. He said that it is sad
that despite the completion of
two years of the Congress
government, why did they not
remember the Kundan Cow
Sanctuary. BJP leader Trilok
Kapoor said that the glasses
of the BJP are absolutely
clean and those glasses do not
have an eye on any property
dealer. These glasses are
meant to serve the public, but
those whose glasses are
meant to nourish the property
dealers and who spend all
their time among the dealers,
they need to change their
glasses. The BJP leader said
that the truth is that this
Butail family has been in the
politics of Palampur for the
last 40 years. 

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, JAN 9

The State Cabinet, in its meeting held
here today under the Chairmanship
of Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu, paid rich tributes to
former Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh and observed two
minutes of silence in his memory.
The Cabinet acknowledged his
significant contributions to the nation
and to Himachal Pradesh’s
development. The Cabinet noted that
several key projects in the state were
realized due to Dr. Singh’s vision and
support. These include the Atal
Tunnel, three medical colleges, the
ESIC Hospital at Ner Chowk, IIT
Mandi, IIIT Una, the Central
University, and the National Institute
of Fashion Technology (NIFT) in
Kangra. It was also mentioned that
Dr. Manmohan Singh’s tenure as
Prime Minister and Union Finance
Minister was transformative. His

initiatives such as the Right to
Information Act, Right to Education
Act, MNREGA, the Food Security
Act, introduction of Aadhaar, Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT), and the
historic loan waiver for 72 lakh
farmers were highlighted as
milestones. The Indo-US Nuclear
Deal during his Prime Ministership
was hailed as a strategic achievement
with lasting benefits for India. As
Union Finance Minister, Dr.
Manmohan Singh was instrumental
in pulling the country out of an
economic crisis and laying the strong

foundation for economic reforms that
reshaped India’s financial landscape.
The Cabinet gave its nod to rename
Himachal Pradesh Institute of Public
Administration (HIPA) as Dr.
Manmohan Singh Himachal
Pradesh Institute of Public
Administration.  The Cabinet
approved the inclusion of families
in BPL list, with no adult members
between the ages of 18 and 59,
families headed by women,
families whose head has a disability
of 50 percent or more, families that
worked for at least 100 days under

MNREGA in the previous financial
year, and families whose earning
members are suffering from chronic
diseases such as cancer,
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, muscular
dystrophy, thalassemia, or any other
condition resulting in permanent
disability. It also approved the
establishment of a Special Task
Force to combat drug abuse and
dismantle drug trafficking and
organized crime networks in the
state through a comprehensive,
multi-faceted approach.
Additionally, the Cabinet has
decided to promulgate an ordinance
to amend Schedule 1A of the Indian
Stamp Act, 1899.  This amendment
will enable the levy of a uniform
stamp duty rate of 12 percent on
transfer and lease transactions
secured under Section 118(2)(H) of
the Himachal Pradesh Tenancy and
Land Reforms Act, 1972, with prior
sanction from the State
Government. 

SANAJY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, JAN 9

Close to 12,000 Buddhist
monks, nuns and lay people
gathered at the temple of the
restored Tashi Lhunpo
Monastery in the Tibetan
settlement of Bylakuppe in
Karnataka on Thursday to
pray for the victims of the
recent devastating earthquake
in Tibet. The worst affected
areas of Tibet by the
earthquake were Shigatse and
Dingri. The main monastery
in Shigatse is Tashi Lhunpo,
founded by the first Dalai
Lama, Gyalwa Gedun Drup,
which was the seat of the
Panchen Rinpoches. The
Dalai Lama, the spiritual
leader of the Tibetans, is
currently staying at the
restored Tashi Lhunpo

Monastery in South India. So
his joining a large gathering to
pray for the people of Shigatse
and Dingri is considered
particularly auspicious. 

While waiting for the
formal prayers to begin, the
congregation chanted the
mantra of Buddha
Shakyamuni. When the Dalai
Lama arrived he took his seat
in front of huge golden
images of the Buddha and the
First Dalai Lama, as well as
prominent photographs of the

previous Panchen Rinpoche
and his successor Gendun
Chokyi Nyima. The Dalai
Lama was accompanied by
Sharpa Chojey Rinpoche, the
Abbot and former Abbot,
retired members of the
Central Tibetan
Administration and the
Tibetan Parliament in Exile.
The Tashi Lhunpo
Disciplinarian announced the
recitation of the prayers
conducted by His Holiness
and other spiritual leaders. 

Providing aid to needy top most priority of govt: CM

STF to be formed to combat
drug menace in state

Cabinet pays tributes to Dr Manmohan Singh

Deputy Director visits farmers’ fields in Ghaluwal
and Karmapur to promote natural farming

CM releases 'Gender Perspectives in
Public Policy & Development' book

JOGINDER DEV ARYA
BANGANA, JAN 9

In a significant step toward
strengthening healthcare
services in rural areas, MLA
Vivek Sharma of Kutlehar
inaugurated a new blood
testing laboratory at the
Community Health Centre
(CHC) in Thanakalan. The
event was marked by a warm
welcome for the MLA, who
highlighted the lab’s role in
providing improved medical
facilities to the local
population. The lab offers
free blood testing services,
including hemoglobin, red
and white blood cell counts,
platelets, sugar levels, liver
function tests, kidney
function tests, lipid profiles,
and heart-related

diagnostics. Vivek Sharma
stated that the initiative,
launched by the state
government, will bring relief
to patients by providing
essential medical tests close
to home. He also announced
that an ultrasound facility
would soon be made
available at the Bangana
Civil Hospital, with ?50 lakh
already approved for this

purpose. Additionally, plans
are underway to develop the
Thanakalan hospital into a
model healthcare center.

The newly inaugurated
lab is equipped with
advanced technology and
can handle hundreds of tests
daily, ensuring timely
reporting. The services
include crucial diagnostics
such as thyroid tests, lipid

profiles, and kidney and liver
function tests. Special
provisions have been made
for economically weaker
patients, who can access
these services at subsidized
rates. During the event,
MLA Vivek Sharma
discussed the government’s
focus on bridging the gap
between urban and rural
areas by improving
infrastructure in healthcare,
education, and road
connectivity. He shared
updates on his six months of
work in Kutlehar,
emphasizing the importance
of empowering rural areas.
Plans are also in place to
establish more primary
health centers and launch
mobile health vans to cater to
remote villages.

Block level awareness program organized
under ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’

MLA Vivek Sharma inaugurates Blood
Testing Lab at Thanakalan, Kutlehar

Shivanshi Sood named
assistant registrar

BUREAU
SHIMLA, JAN 9

Shivanshi Sood, who recently secured
Rank 9 in the HPPSC 2024, has been
selected as the Assistant Registrar. She
holds a dual connection with the districts
of Kangra and Shimla. She is the
daughter of Vivek Kumar Bhoil who
operates a small eatery at the Revoli Busstand Shimla. Her
mother Mrs Sucharita Sood is a homemaker. She has done her
schooling from Auckland House School and DAV Lakkar
Bazar Shimla. Thereafter she joined the University of Delhi-
Sri Aurobindo College and Hindu College for further
education. She was inspired to try for the civil services
examination by her teacher Mrs Indra Arora and attributes her
success to all the teachers who have been there to guide her.
She is also grateful to her grandmother - Manorama Sood,
brother - Shashwat Sood, supportive husband- Shray Sood,
and in-laws - Mr. Dinesh Sood and Mrs. Sonia Sood. She also
attributes her success to her friends and extended family who
have supported her through her thick and thin. She pays
special thanks to Residential Coaching Academy Jamia Milia
Islamia, New Delhi for their immense support and guidance.

Buddhist monks, nuns and people
pay tribute to earthquake victims
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The Haryana Right to Service 
(RTS) Commission has direct-
ed the Uttar Haryana Bijli 
Vitran Nigam (UHBVN), 
Panchkula to grant a compen-
sation of Rs 3,000 over a delay 
in providing a notified ser-
vice to a consumer.

While giving this infor-
mation here today, a spokes-
person of the Commission 
said Sh. Rajesh Yadav, a resi-
dent of Jhajjar district, had 
approached the Commission 
regarding replacement of his 
old meter. After lodging a 
complaint on July 18, 2024, he 
received a call from the 
Nigam that his new meter had 
arrived and would be re-
placed within 2-3 days. How-
ever, no action was taken in 
this regard. Instead, the com-
plainant alleged that he re-
ceived a call from the con-

cerned JE stating that no me-
ter was available in the store 
and that his meter could not 
be replaced. From the com-
plainant’s account, it ap-
peared that the JE was seek-
ing illegal gratification, caus-
ing delays in the installation 
of the new meter. The com-
plainant further alleged that 
the concerned SDO fabricated 
a document by sending a sat-
isfaction letter purportedly 
signed by one Sh. Jai Parkash 
Yadav, who, according to the 
complainant, was neither a 
tenant nor an employee at the 
premises. The Commission 
carefully considered all the 
facts and circumstances of the 
case. It was only after an ap-
peal was filed with the Com-
mission that the meter was 
finally replaced on November 
26, 2024.

It said for a service that is 
supposed to be delivered with-
in 3 days in urban areas, it 

took more than 4 months to 
provide the same, adding that 
UHBVN is clearly responsible 
for this delay. It is neither the 
concern of the complainant/
consumer nor the Commis-
sion that meters are unavail-
able. Once a service has been 
notified, the UHBVN must 
take all possible steps to en-
sure adequate supply of me-
ters in its stores. It has been 
generally observed that the 
Material Management (M&M) 
wings of the power utilities 
are not ensuring the avail-
ability of necessary material 
in their stores, which causes 
delays in the delivery of noti-
fied service, the Commission 
observed. Hence, the Commis-
sion, exercising its powers 
under Section 17(1)(h) of the 
Haryana Right to Service Act, 
2014 (hereinafter referred to 
as the ‘Act’), awarded a com-
pensation of Rs. 3,000 to the 
consumer, which should be 

paid by the UHBVN from its 
funds. The UHBVN is free to 
recover this amount from the 
defaulting officials who failed 
to ensure the availability of 
LT/CT meters in their stores. 
This amount should either be 
adjusted in the consumer’s 
account by UHBVN or trans-
ferred to the consumer’s bank 
account. The concerned XEN 
has been directed to send a 
compliance report of these or-
ders to the Commission by 
January 25, 2025. At the same 
time, a serious issue in this 
case is the creation of a fake 
satisfaction letter on behalf 
of the complainant. The 
Commission directed the 
XEN, Bahadurgarh, to inves-
tigate the same and submit a 
report in this matter by Jan-
uary 24, 2025. The XEN has 
also been directed to confirm 
whether any LT/CT meters 
were available in the stores 
after July 18, 2024. 

 Forest 
Department to 
Fast-Track 
Jungle Safari 
Project: Rao 
Narbir Singh
CHANDIGARH: Haryana 
Environment, Forest, and 
Wildlife Minister, Sh. Rao 
Narbir Singh today directed 
the concerned officers to 
accelerate the develop-
ment of the Jungle Safari 
project, aimed at boosting 
eco-tourism in the Aravalli 
mountain range. The Minis-
ter further directed them to 
personally assess the pro-
gress on-site to ensure the 
project reaches completion 
at the earliest.
The Chief Minister, Shri 
Nayab Singh Saini, has of-
ficially transferred the re-
sponsibility for this initiative 
from the Tourism Depart-
ment to the Forest and 
Wildlife Department. As a 
result, the department will 
now oversee key deci-
sions, such as determining 
the appropriate placement 
of various animals within 
the safari.
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SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
AMBALA, JANUARY 9

Anti Terrorist Front India’s National 
President Viresh Shandilya has sent a 
complaint to Chandigarh Administra-
tor, DGP Chandigarh and Home Secre-
tary Chandigarh regarding the 
arrest of the officials of Qaumi In-
saaf Morcha, who are demanding 
the release of terrorists in Punjab, 
on the charges of attacking Chan-
digarh Police and under sections 
of treason. Shandilya, who has 
been campaigning for the last 25 
years to end the campaign of 
Babbar Khalsa terrorists, 
Khalistanis and Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwala, including Paki-
stani terrorists, said that a case 
of treason should be registered 
against the officials of Qaumi Insaaf 
Morcha, who are demanding the re-
lease of terrorists in Punjab. Shandi-
lya said that the Qaumi Insaaf Mor-
cha is hatching a big conspiracy to 
disturb the peace of Punjab and the 
country and under the guise of the 

Qaumi Insaf Dharna, a conspiracy is 
being hatched to bring terrorism in 
Punjab.

National President of Anti Terror-
ist Front India, Viresh Shandilya, today 
wrote a letter to Punjab Chief Minister 
Bhagwant Mann and Chief Justice of 

Punjab Haryana High Court demand-
ing to uproot the Qaumi Insaaf Morcha 
on the Mohali Chandigarh border. 
Those who raise the demand for the re-
lease of terrorists in the name of release 
of imprisoned Sikhs are also traitors 
and the families of the imprisoned 
Sikhs should understand this.

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, JANUARY 9

Karnal MLA Jagmohan Anand 
said that I will not leave any 
stone unturned in the develop-
ment of Karnal. There will be 
more speed in completing the de-
velopment projects related to 
Karnal. Along with this, whatev-
er issues are related to the public, 
I will also try to complete them by 
raising them on the floor of the 
Assembly. The MLA reached the 
thanksgiving program in Chand 
Sarai area of Karnal on Thurs-
day. Rampal Karsa and other 
people welcomed and congratulated 
him by garlanding him. After this, 
while addressing, he said that the peo-
ple of Karnal are my family. The issues 
and problems related to them are my 
own. Guidelines are being given to the 
officials continuously to resolve these 
problems. Apart from this, review 
meetings are also being held with the 
officials. Every effort will be made to 
solve the problems related to the people 
of Karnal as soon as possible.

MLA Jagmohan Anand said that 
a list of issues related to the people of 
Karnal and upcoming development 
projects is being prepared. These will 
be placed before Chief Minister Nay-
ab Singh Saini and Karnal MP and 
Union Minister Manohar Lal and 
efforts will be made to complete 
them as soon as possible. Along with 
this, he said that if the common peo-
ple have any problems, they can 
reach him directly. Whatever possi-

ble action will be taken, it will be 
done. He also heard the problems of 
the common people and gave in-
structions to the officers. On this 
occasion, Sarpanch Rampal Karsa, 
Surendra Lodhi, Purva Prasad, Vi-
kas Tanwar, Ishwar Singh, Shamsh-
er Singh, Suraj Bhan, Gopi, Dh-
ruv, Gopi, Rajan, Satpal, Sub-
hash, Rajkumar, Ranbir, Suresh, 
Sandeep, Vijay, Satpal and others 
were present.

MLA Jagmohan Anand reaches 
thanksgiving programme 

Shandilya writes to CM, HC 
to break Qaumi Insaaf 

Morcha protest in Mohali

Police operation against 
careless drivers
JAIBEER RANA THAMBER
BARARA: DSP Suresh Kumar along with his team has come on 
the field to save drivers from accidents in fog and mist and to 
tighten the noose against careless drivers. In this series, on 
Thursday, DSP stopped overloaded and numberless dumpers 
and other vehi-
cles at Adhoa 
Chowk and got 
them chal-
laned. DSP 
warned care-
less drivers that 
if they still do 
not follow the 
rules, strict ac-
tion will be tak-
en against 
them. He ex-
plained to those who were driving without helmets and minor 
children, that they should drive the vehicle wearing helmets and 
keep the papers complete. 
He appealed to the parents not to give vehicles to their minor 
children. He warned auto drivers and other drivers not to park 
their vehicles on the road. Traffic in-charge Karmveer Saini said 
that during this period, challans were issued to about 40 careless 
drivers. Apart from this, reflectors were installed on vehicles. He 
said that this action will continue in future as well. Meanwhile, 
seeing the police action, drivers were seen running away with 
their vehicles in panic.

R K KASHYAP
CHHACHHRAULI, JAN 9

Candidates have intensified 
their activities for the elections 
of Haryana Gurdwara Man-
agement Committee to be held 
in Haryana. With the elections 
of Gurdwara Management 
Committee being held for the 
first time in Haryana, the can-
didates of Sikh community are 
busy wooing the voters. Inde-
pendent candidate Jathedar 
Manmohan Singh Baloli cam-
paigned door to door in Ch-
hachhrauli for the elections of 
Haryana Sikh Gurdwara Man-
agement Committee to be held 
on January 19. Eminent per-
sons of Sikh community from 
Bilaspur Sadhaura Ch-
hachrauli Pratap Nagar partic-
ipated in the programme and 
supported candidate Manmo-

han Singh. On this occasion, 
Jathedar Sardar Manmohan 
Singh Baloli, candidate of 
Haryana Sikh Gurdwara Man-
agement Committee, said that 
before today, these elections 
used to be held together in 
Haryana and Punjab. In which 
Haryana was discriminated 
against. 

This is the first time that 
the elections of Haryana Sikh 
Gurdwara Management Com-

mittee are going to be held for 
the first time in Haryana in 
which four tehsils of Yamu-
nanagar including Ch-
hachhrauli, Pratap Nagar, Bi-
laspur and Sadora fall in ward 
number 10. He said that the 
candidates who were elected 
before today were given the 
responsibility of social and re-
ligious works of the society. 
They have misused it which 
has come in front of the whole 

society. He said that some peo-
ple in positions have misused 
the money of Guru’s Golak in 
their personal use. Whereas 
this should not happen, if we 
have to go somewhere then we 
should travel at our personal 
expense. He said that this time 
it will not happen and the mon-
ey of Guru’s Golak will be used 
to serve the poor and needy 
people. Apart from this, Guru’s 
Golak will also be used in so-
cial facilities like education 
and medical.  He said that 
work will be done by the com-
mittee regarding drug addic-
tion so that our youth can 
avoid drug addiction. Ladi 
Baba Kar Seva Kapalmochan, 
who arrived on the occasion of 
office inauguration by Jathe-
dar Manmohan Singh, was 
specially honored by present-
ing him a Siropa. 

RTS Commission awards Rs 3,000 
compensation to consumer  
over delay in notified service

Blankets distributed to 
needy in brick kilns
RAJIV KUMAR 
PANIPAT: In view of the increasing cold, GBSU Group in village 
Ahar distributed blankets to hundreds of needy people in brick 
kilns and slums. Like every year, this year too the group has 
launched a campaign to 
distribute blankets to 
poor people in the cold. 
State President of the 
group Virendra Ahar said 
that the main objective 
of our group is to elimi-
nate the increasing 
casteism and do maxi-
mum social service by 
taking all 36 communi-
ties together. GBSU 
Group has been doing 
social work everywhere 
in the entire state for the 
last 10 years. Till now it 
has helped thousands of 
people. On this occa-
sion, State President of the group Virendra Ahar, Panipat District 
Urban Head Sukha Bhadaur, Rural District Head Deepu Untla, 
Dr. Soni, Rahul, Ranbir Kurana, Rampal, Deepu, Mohit and 
many youth were present.

DSP gives tips to people 
to avoid cyber fraud 

KAMAL SHARMA
TARAORI: DSP Vikram Bhadu gave tips to people to avoid cyber 
fraud in Shamgarh and Bhaini Khurd. In a programme organised, 
he urged people to keep distance from social media so that they 
can avoid cyber fraud. He informed people on many points to avoid 
cyber crime and said that cyber crime is a burning problem of the 
society. Children studying in school and college should stay away 
from mobile phones. Once you get caught in cyber crime, it will be 
difficult to get out. DSP Vikram Bhadu said that do not click on un-
known links and do not share your personal information with any 
stranger. On this occasion, Taraori police station in-charge Naseeb 
Singh also appealed to the people to inform the police administra-
tion about suspicious people and drug sales around them without 
any fear. Sarpanch Gul Dhillon, former Sarpanch Balkishan 
Shamgarh, social worker Rajneesh Shamgarh, Shiv Kumar, Sub-
hash Shamgarh, Jitendra Shamgarh and many other dignitaries 
were present in Shamgarh village. Everyone welcomed the DSP on 
his arrival in Shamgarh village.  While appealing to the people, DSP 
Vikram Bhadu said that on the instructions of SP Ganga Ram 
Punia, Karnal Police has launched an awareness campaign to 
make people aware about all kinds of crimes. He discussed in de-
tail with the village Sarpanchs and villagers about the criminal types 
of people in their village, gangs formed in the village, drug addiction, 
geographical area of the village and other criminal activities. 

Guru’s Golak will become support for 
poor people: Manmohan Singh

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, JANUARY 9

HUDA Workers Union (Regd. 
550) held a gate meeting at 
HSVP office for the second day 
on Thursday. The union’s dis-
trict head Krishna Bhardwaj 
presided over the meeting, 
while the district cashier Du-
shyant Rana conducted it. The 
employee leaders warned that 
the struggle will continue until 
the demands are implemented. 
A big movement can also be 
organized. District head Krish-
na Bhardwaj said that the exec-
utive engineer is not serious 
about the demands of the em-
ployees. The employees are 
hurt by his negligence and 
have been forced to hold a gate 
meeting. A notice was handed 
over to the executive engineer 
to hold talks by January 7 re-
garding the demands. The offi-
cer did not listen to anything. 
This led to anger among the 
employees and the angry em-
ployees held a gate meeting.  
Anger was expressed by slo-
ganeering. Gate meetings will 

continue until the demands 
are implemented. The govern-
ment and the officers will be 
exposed by holding a meeting 
for one hour every day. The de-
mand to increase the salary of 
temporary employees to Rs 26 
thousand was raised prominent-
ly. He said that if the officers do 
not hold talks with the delega-
tion of employees soon, the work 
will be stopped. Krishna Bhard-
waj said that the main demands 
of HUDA Workers Union in-
clude adding temporary em-
ployees on HKRN portal, getting 
all staff quarters repaired, get-

ting the chambers of all tube 
wells repaired, which are cur-
rently in dilapidated condition, 
increasing the salary of tempo-
rary sewermen to Rs 26 thou-
sand and getting the kits and 
wires installed in tube wells 
which have become damaged 
replaced soon, etc. On this occa-
sion, Ravindra Singh, Rishi Pal, 
Kashmiri Lal, Circle Pradhan 
Krishna Singh Raman, Ashok 
Chauhan, Vijay Pal, Ajay Ku-
mar, Suresh Kumar, Narendra, 
Satpal Singh, Karambir Singh 
and Mukesh Kumar etc. were 
present.

HUDA Workers Union holds gate meeting

KAMAL SHARMA
TARAORI, JANUARY 9

Chairman of Shantivan Go-
pal Cow shelter Taraori and 
CMD of Raghav Industries 
Taraori Rakesh Garg said 
that Haryana Chief Minister 
Naib Saini is making good ef-
forts for cow service. He said 
that cow shelters have im-
proved only during the ten-
ure of BJP government. 
Chairman Rakesh Garg said 
that Haryana government’s 
decision to spend the income 
from cow grazing land in vil-
lages to improve the condi-
tion of cow shelters is com-
mendable. Chairman of Shan-
tivan Gopal Cow shelter 
Taraori and CMD of Raghav 
Industries Taraori Rakesh 
Garg was talking to journal-
ists in Taraori. He said that 
land will also be allotted to 

grow fodder as per 
the wish of cow 
shelters. This his-
toric work of the 
government has 
been done for cow 
shelters. He in-
formed that in the 
Gau Seva Samman 
Samaroh in Panch-
kula, Chief Minis-
ter Nayab  Saini re-
leased an amount of 
Rs 216.25 crore for 
the Gaushalas. 

It has also been 
announced that the Gaushala 
that catches a destitute calf, a 
female calf will be paid Rs 300, 
Rs 600 for a cow and Rs 800 for 
catching a bull. He said that a 
lot of cow dung is also collect-
ed in the Gaushalas. There-
fore, it was also said to install 
biogas in the Gaushalas. The 
government will help in this 

project. The method of mak-
ing promo manure from cow 
dung will also be shared with 
the Gaushalas, so that farm-
ers can use promo manure 
instead of DAP. The 
Gaushalas will also be encour-
aged by the government to 
make paint from cow dung, 
phenyl, soap, shampoo from 

cow urine. Gausha-
la Pradhan Rakesh 
Garg informed that 
the Chief Minister 
has said that all the 
cows in Haryana 
will be tagged. All 
this data will be 
available online. In 
this way, the gov-
ernment is taking 
care of cow shelters 
and cows. He said 
that after the forma-
tion of the Bharati-
ya Janata Party 

government, special care is 
being taken of cows and cows. 
Cow shelters are being given 
financial help. Seeing the work 
being done by the government 
in the interest of cow shelters, 
awareness is also coming in 
the society. To save cows, the 
government helps cow shelters 
at every step.

Nayab Saini’s decision to improve 
cow shelters commendable: GargRAHUL KOHLI

YAMUNANAGAR, JAN 9

Paras Health, Panchkula, has 
expanded its renowned medi-
cal services to Yamunanagar, 
Haryana, in collaboration 
with Dr. Raj Plus Hospital. 
This initiative aims to pro-
vide residents with access to 
advanced healthcare, elimi-
nating the need for long-dis-
tance travel for specialist con-
sultations.The OPD Centre at 
Dr. Raj Plus Hospital will of-
fer consultations from lead-
ing experts, including Cancer 
Specialist Dr. Chitresh Agar-
wal, Gastro Surgeon Dr. 
Karan Midha, Cardiologist 
Dr. Karan Dang, Bone and 
Joint Specialist Dr. Ravi Gup-
ta, Gastroenterologist Dr. 
Pankaj Kapoor, Neurologist 
Dr. Parth Bansal, Lung Spe-
cialist Dr. Robin Gupta, Plas-
tic Surgeon Dr. Tushar Pa-
tial, Kidney Specialist Dr. 
Shilpa Bansal, and ENT Spe-
cialist Dr. Anup Kumar Roy.

The OPD Centre will be 
inaugurated by Ghanshyam 
Dass Arora, MLA Yamu-
nanagar. MLA Ghanshayam 
Dass Arora emphasized the 
importance of the new OPD 
Center in Yamunanagar, stat-
ing, “This initiative ensures 
that patients can access spe-
cialized medical care without 
the need to travel long dis-
tances. It is a significant step 

towards improving health-
care facilities for the local 
community.

Dr. Pankaj Mittal, Facili-
ty Director of Paras Health 
Panchkula, encouraged local 
residents to take full advan-
tage of the healthcare ser-
vices available, highlighting 
Paras Health’s mission to pro-
vide affordable and high-qual-
ity care to underserved com-

munities. He also noted that 
Paras Health Panchkula has 
been serving the region for 
the past six years, contribut-
ing to the area’s healthcare 
needs.

Dr. Raj Kumar Garg, 
owner of Raj Plus Hospital, 
expressed his enthusiasm, 
stating, “This collaboration 
brings exceptional medical 
expertise to the people of Ya-
munanagar and surround-
ing areas, ensuring 
high-quality treatment clos-
er to home.” This initiative 
also seeks to raise public 
awareness about special-
ized treatments available 
locally. Residents are urged 
to prioritize their health 
and book consultations 
with expert doctors for 
timely and effective care. 
Paras Health’s expansion 
into Yamunanagar marks 
another milestone in its 
commitment to delivering 
comprehensive and acces-
sible healthcare services.

Paras Health brings advanced specialist care to Yamunanagar

NIRMAL SAINI
RADAUR, JANUARY 9

The work of laying the pipe-
line on the main road in vil-
lage Potli is going on at a very 
slow pace. Due to which the 
pedestrians are facing trou-
ble. At the same time, heavy 
vehicles loaded with mining 
material are passing through 
other lanes of the village. Due 
to which the lanes have start-
ed breaking. There is a lot of 
anger among the villagers 
about this. Former Sarpanch 

of the village Ramlal, 
Karambir, Rakesh, 
Chandrapal, Baljeet, 
Krishna, Ramsharan 
and Shivdayal told 
that the work of lay-
ing the pipeline is 
being done by the 
Panchayati Raj De-
partment on the 
main road of the village. The 
work is going on at a very 
slow pace due to which the 
movement of vehicles on this 
road is getting affected. 

Vehicles are passing 

through other lanes 
and Firni of the vil-
lage. Firni has start-
ed breaking due to 
overloaded vehi-
cles. At the same 
time, there is a pos-
sibility of an acci-
dent due to the pass-
ing of these vehi-

cles. The villagers have many 
times demanded the employ-
ees doing the pipeline work to 
speed up the work. But the 
work is still going on at a slow 
pace. 

Pipeline laying work in Potli at a slow pace
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KULDEEP SOOD
BARNALA: Gursharan Singh Lok Kala
Salam Kafla has completed the
preparations for the discussion and music
ceremony dedicated to Surjit Patar's birth
anniversary, which is being held at
Tarksheel Bhawan Barnala on January 11
at 11 am. It is worth mentioning that
today Bhola Singh Sanghera, Dr.
Haribhawan, Dr. Tarspal of the Barnala

unit of Progressive Writers' Association
Punjab, Dr. Sampuran Singh Tallewal of
Jagtar Jazeera Malwa Sahitya Sabha
Barnala, Jagraj Dhaula, Hakam Rooreke,
Teja Singh Tilak of Punjabi Sahitya
Sabha Barnala, Malvinder Shayar, Ram
Saroop Sharma and Tejinder Chandihok
and Prof. Chatinder Singh Rupal of
Writers' Association Barnala have jointly
appealed to everyone to join this

ceremony with enthusiasm. Sharing this
information with the press, the leaders of
the Kafla team, Jaspal Jassi, Pavel Kussa
and Amolak Singh, said that in the first
session of the event, the main speaker
will be Dr. Swarajbir, who will discuss
Surjit Patar's unique contribution to the
literary field. Dr. Kuldeep Deep and
Jaspal Jassi will also share their views in
this discussion. 

NEWS BRIEF

Awareness camp
about TCP Act
held for PRIs
BALKRISHAN PRASHAR
CHAMBA: An awareness camp
about the Town and Country
Planning (TCP) Act was organised
on Wdednesday in Haripur gram
panchayat in Chamba district which
was presided over by the Assistant
Planner Nirmal Singh Kang. The
representatives of panchayat raj
institutions (PRIs) from Rajnagar,
Kiyani, Rajpura, Haripur, Sarol,
Mangala, Kakian, Karian, Sultanpur,
Sach, Suren, Udaipur, Saru and
Bhanauta panchayats under
Chamba Tehsil participated in the
awareness camp. During the camp,
Nirmal Singh Kang, while giving
information about various provisions
of the Town and Country Planning
Act, said that the main objective of
the department was to ensure
planned development. He also
provided detailed information about
set back, floor area ratio, building
height, mountain cutting, no illegal
construction and land division
related to residential, commercial,
public and semipublic and
industrial land use. 

Health Department
Principal Secretary Kumar
Rahul meets Farmer Leader
Jagjit Singh Dallewal
AVTAR JATTA N A
BAHADURGARH: Punjab’s
Principal Secretary for Medical
Education, Research, Health,
and Family Welfare, Kumar
Rahul, today met with farmer
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal at
Dhabi Gujran near the Khanauri
border and inspected the
emergency hospital set up there.
On this occasion, Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Preeti Yadav,
SSP Dr. Nanak Singh, DRME
Avnish Kumar, and Additional
Deputy Commissioner (Urban
Development) Navreet Kaur were
also present. Director of Family
Welfare, Dr. Hatinder Kaur, who
was also present, shared that a
high-level team of medical
experts formed by the Punjab
government examined Dallewal’s
health. The team conducted his
medical check-up, collected
blood samples, and performed
an abdominal ultrasound. It is
noteworthy that the Punjab
government has already
deployed a medical team from
Rajindra Medical College and
Mata Kaushalya Hospital,
Patiala, to ensure continuous
health monitoring of the
prominent farmer leader.

AGENCY
SRINAGAR, JAN 9 

The Kashmir Valley is
experiencing warm days and
colder nights, with bright sunny
weather prevailing during the
daytime and temperature
dropping significantly after
sunset. In Srinagar and other
parts of the valley, the sunshine
creates a picturesque ambiance,
drawing both locals and tourists
outdoors. Visitors are seen
enjoying the pleasant weather
along the Boulevard Road on
the banks of the iconic Dal
Lake and near the Clock Tower
at the historic Lal Chowk. On
Wednesday, the day
temperature in Srinagar
reached 1.9°C above the
seasonal average of 6.6°C.
Similarly, other weather
stations across the valley
reported above-normal daytime

temperatures, ranging from 1°C
to 4°C above the average
recorded the previous day. The
night temperature continued to
plummet across the Kashmir
valley with Srinagar the
summer capital of Jammu and
Kashmir dipped to -4.4°C on
Thursday. This was 2.5°C
below the average during this
period of season, the
Meteorological Department
office said. The tourist
destinations of Gulmarg

recorded at -9.6°C, Pahalgam -
10.4°C and Sonamarg -9.4°C,
remained the coldest places of
the Kashmir valley on
Thursday. The minimum
temperature at the ski resort of
Gulmarg further slipped down
to a low of -9.6°C on Thursday
against the -9.0°C on
Wednesday. This was 1.8°C
below normal for the tourist
resort of north Kashmir’s
Baramulla district for the day.
Pahalgam plunged to a low of-

10.4°C against the -8.2°C the
previous night. This was 4.2°C
below normal for the tourist
spot of south Kashmir’s
Anantnag district during the
period. The minimum
temperature recorded during
the intervening night of
Wednesday and Thursday at
the picturesque Sonamarg in
central Kashmir Ganderbal
district recorded at-9.4°C,
improved by a degree on
Thursday. The frontier
Kashmir district of Kupwara
dipped to a low of -4.6°C
against the -2.1°C, the picnic
spot of Kokernag in south
Kashmir also plunged to -
5.6°C against the -1.9°C
recorded the previous night
and the Qazigund recorded a
low of -6.2°C on Thursday
against the -2.4°C recorded
on Wednesday, the MeT
office said.

SHALU PARMAR
KALAYAT, JAN 9 

Rao Patti Mohalla located in
Ward 2 of Kalayat, dirty
water of overflowing
sewerage has been
accumulating in the street
outside the houses for a long
time. Due to which the
people living in the locality
are facing a lot of problems.
Local people alleged that
diseases were spreading in
their locality due to the
stagnant dirty water and two
people have died. Residents
of Ward No 2  Raghuvir,
Joginder, Gurmel, Sanjay,
Bimla, Reena, Kamlesh,
Vidya  said that their street
has been dirty for about three
years. Dirty water from
overflowing sewerage wa
getting collected. Being a
main street, hundreds of
people and children studying
here commute here. They all
have to pass through this
dirty water. Due to the

accumulated dirty water, foul
smell spreads in the
surrounding area as well.
Due to the foul smell, it has
become difficult for the local
people to eat and drink and
live here. 

They have informed the
public health department
officials about the problem
several times. But no solution
has been found so far. They
have written a letter to the
state Chief Minister Naib
Singh Saini and DC Preeti to
provide relief from dirty
sewerage water as soon as
possible. Local resident

Kamlesh said that in a span
of about six months, two of
his brothers-in-law have died
due to illness. 

One brother-in-law
Randeep died about six
months ago and the other
brother-in-law Pyarelal 40
died last Wednesday evening.
His family was in mourning.
They were coming to express
their anger. Due to lack of
space in the house, they have
to sit outside the house on the
banks of the accumulated dirty
water. They were also facing
problems due to the spread of
dirt and foul smell.

RANVIR PARASHAR
KAITHAL, JAN 9

Committed to social service
and humanity, Shri Sai Rasoi
Seva Samiti Regd., Kaithal,
organized a special event on
the auspicious occasion of
Lohri with underprivileged
children living in slums. The
program began with serving
Sai Prasad Langar to the
children, followed by the
celebration of Lohri. During
the event, peanuts, jaggery
sweets (revdi and gajak), and
other delicacies were
distributed to the children.
The joy and smiles on their
faces reflected the true
success of this initiative.

The committee's
president, Priya Thakral,
stated that such events are
essential to connect
amarginalized sections of
society with the mainstream
and to help them experience
the joy of festivals. She also

highlighted that the Lohri
festival is not just a
celebration of nature and
harvest but also a symbol of
togetherness and equality in
society. Samiti has always
been at the forefront of
service activities. The
committee's objective is not
just to provide assistance to
the needy but also to bring
happiness into their lives.
Through this initiative, the
committee conveyed the
message that even small
efforts can spread immense
joy. The success of this event
was due to the commendable

efforts of all committee
members. Prominent
contributors included Shalu,
Geeta, Sushma, Khushi,
Sarika, Sapna, Shivani,
Gunjan, Nayra, Yogay, Lalit,
Rajesh, Amit, Prakash,
Dinesh, Jagannath, Hemant,
Yash, Sahil, Anurag, Deepak
Saluja, Rinku Gaba, and
Deepak Choudhary, among
others. They wholeheartedly
supported the event with
their time, effort, and
resources. All members spent
quality time with the children
and helped them feel a deep
emotional connection.

Newly married couple take
pledge of service

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: Recently married
Bhavik Ghattani and Akanksha
took a pledge of service and
dedication in the new year. Bhavik
Ghattani is working in a
multinational company and
running a startup related to
education. Dr. Akanksha is a
doctor in Safdarjung Hospital,
Delhi. She played a significant
role in serving the patients of
Covid during the Corona period.
Due to continuous service and care
of the patients, she herself also got infected with Covid. She
has given her significant contribution in the field of service
from time to time. Dr. Akanksha is the President of Smt.
Sarika Bhatia Charitable Trust, a social service organization of
Karnal. Recently Bhavik Ghattani and Dr. Akanksha were
married. The newly married couple said that they take a
pledge of service in the new year. She said that she will work
for environmental protection, medicine, education, drug
eradication and increasing mutual brotherhood along with
serving in the fields of blood donation, free medical facilities,
and food donation for needy families. Akanksha Bhatia's
father Vaneet Bhatia is playing a big role in the field of
service. He had formed a social service organisation in the
memory of his wife Sarika Bhatia. Which is playing an
important role in the field of service, music, education, health
and environment. The newly married couple Bhavik and
Akanksha wished everyone a Happy New Year.

Kashmir valley experiencing warm
days, colder nights RAJIV KUMAR

PANIPAT, JAN 9

Deputy Commissioner Dr.
Virendra Kumar Dahiya said
that these Samadhan camps
being organized under able
guidance of Chief Minister
Naib Singh are organized on
every working day of week.
Citizens of district are
directly joining these
Samadhan camps and taking
advantage of them. Officers
take cognizance of problems
reaching officials of
departments and work with
full force to resolve public
problems immediately. He
said that citizens who reach
Samadhan camp for solution
of their problems should be
treated politely and after
listening to their problems,
they should be solved
immediately. Balraj resident
Mahrana requested DC that
service station built in
village has become headache

for people. Many times road
gets blocked due to water of
service station and people
face problems in
commuting. DC ordered
concerned department to
investigate. Complainant
Sunita resident of Jagjivan
Ram Colony appealed to DC
that ration depot from which
she used to get ration earlier
has been closed for many
months. She is not able to
get benefit of government
scheme and demanded ration
from DC who directed Food
and Supply Department to

investigate and asked to
provide ration. Another
complainant Billu appealed
to administration to get
payment for street built
under D Plan. He directed
concerned department to
take action. Shepherds of
Hanuman Chowk appealed
to administration not to
demolish their slum. They
have no other shelter. They
should be shown mercy in
this winter season and action
should not be taken on the
notice sent. DC directed EO
HSVP to study matter. 

Govt Primary School in Bari facing
water crisis for last 4 months

RAJNEESH SHARMA
HAMIRPUR: The
Government Primary School in
Bari, located near the Bamsan
Tehsil headquarters, has been
grappling with a severe water
shortage for the past four
months. The taps have
completely run dry, forcing
students to boil and drink water sourced from a local spring.
However, with the spring now also depleted, the situation has
worsened significantly. It is worth noting that the late social
worker Birbal Das Thakur had laid a water pipeline from a
kilometer away at his own expense to cater to the needs of the
schoolchildren. However, the pipeline was damaged and
buried during the construction of the National Highway.
Although local residents protested, the construction company
has yet to restore the pipeline. Former headmaster Ashok
Sharma and locals, including Deshraj, Balwant Singh,
Bhoomi Raj, Jai Raj, Hans Raj, Jaswant Singh, Purushottam,
Hemraj, and Sunil Chauhan, have expressed concerns about
the dire situation. The lack of water has made it difficult for
students to even use the washroom. JBT teacher Jyoti stated
that both the staff and students are struggling to manage
without water, with even basic tasks like preparing mid-day
meals becoming a challenge.

AJAY KUMAR UPADHYAY
BILASPUR, JAN 9

The transporters of Asia’s
largest truck operator, the
Barmana-based Thr Bilaspur
District Transport
Cooperative Society
(BDTS), have raised strong
objections against the heavy
losses being inflicted on their
vehicles during clinker
transportation. Transporters
have reported severe damage
to truck bodies, wheels, and
rims due to the heavy stone-
like lumps of clinker being
loaded by machines. The
frozen and hardened clinker,
stored for extended periods,
exacerbates the problem,
leaving vehicles in disrepair
and transporters in financial
distress. The transporters,
who move clinker from

Barmana’s ACC cement
industry to locations like
Ropar  and Nalagarh,
highlighted that loading and
unloading delays are
worsening the situation.
Loading now takes up to two
days, and significant time is
consumed during unloading,
with drivers having to clean
residual clinker manually.
These delays, coupled with
reduced trips due to the
economic slowdown, have
left transporters struggling to
pay their vehicle

installments.
Former BDTS chief

Rakesh Thakur voiced his
frustration, holding the
BDTS management and
ACC Adani management
responsible for
compensating the damages.
He alleged that no progress
has been made under the
current BDTS chief, Jeet
Ram Gautam, and
transporters are being
coerced to continue
transporting clinker under
adverse conditions.

KU Distance Education admissions
open for January 2025

DALBIR MALIK
KURUKSHETRA, JAN 9

Centre for Distance and Online
Education, Kurukshetra University
has opened admissions for the
session January, 2025 in various
UG/PG Diploma and Certificate
programmes from this month and
the last date to apply online for
admission is 31st March 2025.
Vice-Chancellor, Kurukshetra
University, Prof Som Nath Sachdeva  conveyed his message
that the Centre for Distance Education offers 45 courses at the
postgraduate, undergraduate and certificate levels which are
recognized by Distance Education Bureau, UGC New Delhi.
Prof. Manjula Chaudhary, Director, Centre for Distance and
Online Education said that the detailed information is given
in the 2025 prospectus of the Centre which is available on its
portal www.ddekuk.ac.in.  Prof Chaudhary added that the
aspiring candidates should register themselves through their
mobile numbers and e-mail ids  to get all the information on
their dashboards.  The Centre conducts Personal Contact
Programmes (PCPs) for the students at its premises and
provides study material to its students. Deputy Director, PRO,
KUK, Dr Jimmy Sharma informed that along with these
facilities, the Centre  also provides hostel facilities during the
conduct of PCP period to its students at University campus
and admissions for distance education are open for two
sessions i.e. January and July.

ACC cement transporters blame managements
for losses due to clinker transportation

KULDEEP SOOD
BARNALA, JAN 9 

CM's Yogshala District
Coordinator Madam
Rashpinder Brar informed that
"Meditation and Yoga Sciences
Diploma" has been started at
Satellite Study Center SSD
College Barnala. This diploma
was started by Dr. Sanjeev
Goyal Registrar Guru Ravidas
Ayurveda University Punjab,
Assistant Professor Gagan
Dhakad, CM's Yogshala State
Consultant Kamlesh Mishra,
CM's Yogshala State Consultant
Amaresh Kumar Jha and CM
Yogshala team through video
conference. Giving more
information in this regard, she
said that this 1-year diploma
course has started. In which 40
students have been selected for

the first session on the basis of
merit and interview. These
selected students will also get
internship during the course.
This diploma course will help in
providing good employment
opportunities to the students in
the future. Along with yoga
education, yoga practice will
also be done to the students.
This diploma will also prove to
be helpful in taking Punjab
Chief Minister Sardar

Bhagwant Singh Mann Ji's
dream project "CM's
Yogashala" to every home. The
District Coordinator, while
addressing the newly admitted
students, said that all the
students have to complete this
diploma by adopting the
qualities of discipline and
behavior. The students were
encouraged to work hard by
telling them the future benefits
of the diploma.

‘Meditation and Yoga Sciences
Diploma’ started at SSD College Barnala 

Shri Sai Rasoi Seva Samiti celebrates
Lohri with slum children 

KULDEEP SOOD
BARNALA, JAN 9 

A camp was organized for
distribution of assistive
devices/prosthetic limbs to
Divyangs in collaboration
with State Bank of India and
ALIMCO at Kapil Palace
here today, where MP S.
Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer
distributed goods worth
about Rs. 35 lakhs to 174
Divyangs. This included 26
motorized tricycles (cost Rs.
58,000 per unit), 5 joystick
wheelchairs (cost Rs. 72,000
per unit), 80 hearing aids and
300 equipments provided to
the camp. On this occasion,
Mr. Meet Hayer said that all
these people are my family
and they are always present
with me and no Divyang will
be allowed to face any
problem. He appreciated the
team of State Bank of India
who have provided financial
support for this initiative. On

this occasion, DGM (SBI)
Abhishek Kumar Sharma
said that this initiative has
been taken by State Bank of
India from its CSR fund. He
said that earlier a camp has
been organized in Tapa and
tomorrow a camp will also
be organized in Chananwal
of Mahal Kalan block. On
this occasion, District Social
Security Officer Dr.
Tewaspreet Kaur said that
under the instructions of
Punjab Government, such
initiatives are taken from

time to time which will
continue in future also. On
this occasion, Mr. Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer also
honored those who have
excelled in various fields. He
honored Divyang students
Tarak Khan resident of
Shehna, Jagdeep Singh
resident of Vidhate, Harman
Singh resident of Bhadaur,
Karna Ram resident of
Mahal Kalan, Gagandeep
Singh resident of Farwahi
who have excelled in studies
and sports. 

Free motorized tricycles and other equipments provided
to Divyang people living without any equipments
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Surjit Patar Memorial ceremony preparations completed

Overflowing sewer water in street
major problem for residents

DC instructs solution for
problems in Samadhan camp

BJP Shakti Kendra chief's meeting
held in Pratap Nagar and Chhachhrauli

RK KASHYAP
CHHACHHRAULI: A meeting of Mandal Pratapnagar and
Chhachhrauli regarding organization festival was held under
the chairmanship of Malik Rozi Anand on Thursday. In this
meeting, booth presidents were elected at each booth and
requested to upload these on the Saral app and all the
officials present were requested to prepare for the election of
the upcoming Mandal president. Names of experienced
workers between 35 to 45 years were also suggested.

The former Agriculture Minister said that the Mandal
President should be elected as soon as possible so that the
next process of the organization can be started. Owner Rosie
Anand said that BJP was the only party in which a worker
can reach a higher position from a lower level on the basis of
hard work. In this party, there was no need for anyone's
recommendation to reach a higher position. On this occasion
former minister in Haryana government Kanwar Pal,
divisional in-charge Rampal Numberdar, former divisional
president Kailash Sharma, general secretary Balwinder
Mujafat and all power centre heads were present.



The answers to certain questions can be disturbing.
It has to be asked why the Supreme Court should
be needed to examine details of caste discrimina-

tion and resultant suicides in higher education institu-
tions. The Supreme Court was sitting on a 2019 public
interest petition jointly submitted by the mothers of a
PhD student and a resident doctor who had committed
suicide on their respective campuses allegedly because
of caste harassment. The court asked the University
Grants Commission to provide the data on complaints
of caste discrimination from all universities and
deemed universities. The UGC was also asked to table
the number of equal opportunity cells it had mandated
in its 2012 regulations. It seems that the number is
small, at least in the case of the Indian Institutes of
Technology where a large number of student suicides,
many allegedly for caste discrimination, have taken
place. Where there are cells, they are mostly managed
by upper-caste persons; this puts off students from mar-
ginalised communities from discussing their problems.
Astonishingly, some suicides are undocumented, and
the data on suicides have yet to be analysed for caste;
this makes the number of caste-based suicides uncer-
tain. The number of drop-outs, however, shows a strik-
ing predominance of scheduled caste, scheduled tribe
and other backward classes students.

The Supreme Court asked the Centre and the Na-
tional Assessment and Accreditation Council to file
counter-affidavits indicating the steps taken to address
caste discrimination on campuses. This is not the first
time that the Supreme Court is dealing with the issue.
In 2023 it had asked the UGC to think of ‘out-of-the-box’
solutions to the problem. Neither the Supreme Court’s
directions nor the UGC’s regulations have changed
matters. It is both alarming and shocking that not just
students but teachers too are reported to be hostile to
students from marginalised groups. This explains why
a campus issue has not remained confined there but
has spilled over to the Supreme Court. If HEI manage-
ments and teachers had been sincere in their efforts to
end caste discrimination, bereaved mothers would not
have had to go to the court for justice. Suicides and
dropouts over the years indicate institutionalised indif-
ference, even cruelty, towards hopeful young people
who have beaten inherited odds to reach HEIs and
IITs. It is this deep-rooted and destructive prejudice
that must change.

Caste query

Editorial

Literature & Health

Chronic stress has a wide-ranging im-
pact on our bodies. Many stress-re-
lated mental disorders, including de-

pression, are associated with immune sys-
tem abnormalities. However, the basic
mechanisms dictating how these changes
affect the brain are largely unknown.

Enzyme from immune cells in the
blood affects nerves in the brain

An international research team led by
the University of Zurich (UZH), and the
University Hospital of Psychiatry Zurich
(PUK) and the Icahn School of Medicine
at Mount Sinai, New York, has now un-
covered a novel mechanism. "We were
able to show that stress increases the
amount of the matrix metalloproteinase-
8 (MMP-8), an enzyme in the blood of
mice. The same changes were found in pa-
tients with depression," says first author
Flurin Cathomas. MMP-8 travels from
the blood to the brain, where it alters the
functioning of certain neurons. In the af-
fected mice, this leads to behavioral
changes: they withdraw and avoid social
contact.

Potential for new treatments for de-
pression

According to Cathomas, the findings
are novel in two respects: "Firstly, they in-
dicate a new 'body-mind mechanism',
which might be relevant not only for
stress-related mental illness, but also for
other diseases that affect both the im-
mune and nervous systems." And sec-
ondly, says the psychiatrist, identification
of the specific MMP-8 protein could be a
potential starting point to develop new
treatments for depression.

Changes to brain extracellular matrix

The researchers were able to use ani-
mal models to show that stress increases
the migration of a specific type of white
blood cells called monocytes into the vas-
cular system of the brain, particularly
into the reward center regions. These
monocytes produce MMP-8. MMP-8 is in-
volved in the restructuring and regula-
tion of the net-like frame that surrounds
neurons in the brain - called the extracel-
lular matrix. "If MMP-8 penetrates the
brain tissue from the blood, it changes the
matrix structure and thus disrupts the
functioning of the neurons. Mice who are
affected by this process display changes in
behavior that are similar to those seen in
humans with depression," says Flurin
Cathomas.

In order to prove that MMP-8 was re-
ally responsible for the behavioural
changes, the researchers removed the
MMP-8 gene from some of the mice. Com-
pared to the control mice, these animals
did not display stress-related negative be-
havioral changes. "Blood analyses of pa-
tients with depression indicate that the
findings from the mouse models are also
relevant for humans: both the monocytes
and MMP-8 were increased in the blood of
people with depression in comparison to
healthy participants."

Clinical studies with patients planned
Many more studies are needed before

the results can be implemented in clinical
practice. Nevertheless, says Cathomas,
"our work once again demonstrates the

importance of the interaction between the
immune system and the brain in the de-
velopment of psychiatric disorders. These
insights are already being incorporated
into psychiatric treatment today." On the
PUK's special ward for integrative care
led by Cathomas, the clinicians take a ho-
listic mind-body approach based on the
latest scientific findings when treating
their patients.

The research team is now planning
clinical studies to investigate the extent to
which the immune system can be influ-
enced by stimulating certain areas of the
brain. They will also look at whether any
changes in the immune system cells of de-
pressive patients influence their behav-
iour.

Stress affects brain, immune system
OpinionCHANDIGARH

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, 2025

PAGE 8

The person who doesn't scatter the morning dew will not
comb gray hairs. 

Hunter S. Thompson

YUGMARG

POEM

Amid concerns surrounding the Hu-
man metapneumovirus (HMPV)
virus, WHO official, Margaret Harris,

said that the rise observed in the number of
common respiratory infections, is
'common' during winter and
spring.

She further added that as per
Chinese Center for Disease Control
and Prevention, the pathogens
causing the disease are "known
ones."

"There has indeed been a rise
in a number of common respirato-
ry infections in the country. And
this is entirely expected during the winter.
China has a sentinel surveillance system for
influenza-like illness and severe respiratory
infections," she said. Harris said that the
pathogens are known ones and can be tack-
led, including the pathogens of Covid 19.
"According to the Chinese CDC data, the
pathogens causing these infections are
known ones. And they include the seasonal
influenza virus, the respiratory syncytial
virus, also known as RSV, and of course,

the human metanumavirus, HMPV, as well
as our old friend SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes COVID-19," she said.

The WHO official further said that sea-
sonal influenza is a common one
that crops up for testing.

"Now among the pathogens
reported by China's CDC, seasonal
influenza is by far the most com-
mon that's coming up in all the
testing. And it's increasing. The
test positivity rate for influenza at
the end of December was over 30
per cent among people presenting
with the flu-like symptoms in out-

patient and emergency departments sen-
tinel sites," she said. She added that the cas-
es regarding respiratory illnesses reported
by China are within the normal range.

"China's reported levels of respiratory
infections are within the normal range. It's
what we expect to see for the winter season.
Authorities report that hospital utilisation
is currently actually lower than this time
last year and have been no emergency dec-
larations. 

Expected during winter,  WHO
official on HMPV virus

Does physical activity reduce pain
intensity in cancer survivors?

People who have had cancer
frequently feel persistent pain,
but a new study suggests that

staying physically active may help
reduce its intensity.

The study is published by Wiley
online in CANCER, a peer-reviewed
journal of the American Cancer So-
ciety.

Although physical activity has
been shown to lessen various types
of pain, its effects on cancer-related
pain are unclear. 

To investigate, a team led by
senior author Erika Rees-Punia,
PhD, MPH, of the American Cancer
Society, and first author Christo-
pher T.V. Swain, PhD, of the Uni-
versity of Melbourne, in Australia,
analyzed information pertaining to
51,439 adults without a history of
cancer and 10,651 adults with a

past cancer diagnosis. Participants
were asked, "How would you rate
your pain on average," with re-
sponses ranging from 0 (no pain) to

10 (worst pain imaginable). Partici-
pants were also asked about their
usual physical activity.

U.S. guidelines recommend 150

minutes (2 hours 30 minutes) to 300
minutes (5 hours) a week of moder-
ate-intensity, or 75 minutes (1 hour
15 minutes) to 150 minutes (2 hours

30 minutes) a week of vigorous-in-
tensity aerobic physical activity.

Based on participants' respons-
es, the investigators found that, for

individuals who had cancer in the
past as well as for those without a
history of cancer, more physical ac-
tivity was linked with lower pain
intensity. The extent of the associa-
tion was similar for both groups of
individuals, indicating that exer-
cise may reduce cancer-related pain
just as it does for other types of
pain that have been studied in the
past. 

Among participants with a past
cancer diagnosis, those exceeding
physical activity guidelines were
16% less likely to report moderate-
to-severe pain compared to those
who failed to meet physical activity
guidelines. Also, compared with
people who remained inactive,
those who were consistently active
or became active in older adulthood
reported less pain.

Leading Australian Uni-
versity, Western Sydney
University is set to open

its campus in India, making
it the third Australian uni-
versity to have a campus in
the country.

In a post on X, Aus-
tralian High Commissioner
to India, Philip Green shared
the announcement.

He said, "Another Aus-
tralian University is coming
to India! Excited to see this
announcement of @western-
sydneyau planning to set up
a campus in Greater Noida -
this will be the third univer-
sity campus in India & first
in the state of #Ut-
tarPradesh."

On its official website,
Western Sydney University
noted that it has been recog-
nised as the world's best
higher education institution

in 2024 according to Times
Higher Education Impact
Rankings from 2,152 univer-
sities across 125 countries.

Notably, the other two
Australian universities in In-
dia are the University of
Wollongong and Deakin
which established campuses
in the GIFT City, Gujarat. As
per the official website of
Deakin University, it was
noted that it is the first inter-
national university in the
world to open a teaching
campus in India. Deakin has
established its first interna-
tional branch campus in Gu-

jarat International Finance
Tec-City (GIFT City) in accor-
dance with International Fi-
nancial Services Centres Au-
thority (IFSCA) regulations.

According to the Univer-
sity of Wollongong's (UOW)
official website, starting No-
vember 2024, UOW India
will offer a range of post-
graduate programs, begin-
ning with a Master of Com-
puting (Data Analytics) and
a Graduate Certificate in
Computing, and a Master of
Financial Technology, a
Master of Financial Technol-
ogy (Extension).

Western Sydney University to
open campus in India

O Sun
Omighty sun, blazing fiercely in the Sahara's embrace,

Bathe me in your brilliance, as my forebears, warriors
of grace.

Not for conquest's glory do I seek your fiery gaze,
But to cleanse this frail vessel, from shadows to blaze.
Grant me strength to stand tall, like the mountains in the

dawn,
Amidst companions and lovers, let my heart find its song.
For I, too, yearn for bonds, friendships true and deep,
And the whispered flatteries, in which secrets creep.
Though my words may echo ambition, my heart seeks only

solace,
To walk among the ordinary, in love's gentle embrace.
Grant me the courage to rise, from this abyss of longing and

despair,
To be as radiant and powerful, as your unyielding glare.
In this vast expanse of desert, where your radiance reigns

supreme,
I pledge a life of honor, in the warmth of your dream.
And when age dims my sight, and twilight draws near,
I'll stand once more, naked and humbled, in your heat sin-

cere.
For in your gift of strength, lies the promise of eternity,
To live, to love, to be, in the radiance of your divinity.

By Himank Kumar

To investigate, a team led by
senior author Erika Rees-
Punia, PhD, MPH, of the
American Cancer Society,
and first author Christopher
T.V. Swain, PhD, of the
University of Melbourne, in
Australia, analyzed
information pertaining to
51,439 adults without a
history of cancer and 10,651
adults with a past cancer
diagnosis. 
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SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL: "Dr. Manmohan
Singh Chair" was set up in the
Economics Department of
N.I.I.L.M. University, Kaithal in
honor of the great economist and
former Prime Minister of the
country Prof. Dr. Manmohan
Singh. The recommendation was
specially issued by the Vice

Chancellor of the University,
Professor Shamim Ahmed. In his
statement, the Vice Chancellor
of the University, Professor (Dr.)
Shamim Ahmed said that the
respected Sardar Manmohan
Singh was an Indian economist
and politician who held the post
of Prime Minister from 2004 to
2014. Being a Sikh, he was the

first person from a minority
community to hold the position.
Dr. Manmohan Singh studied at
Punjab University in Chandigarh
and the University of Cambridge
in Great Britain. Later he
received a doctorate in
economics from the University
of Oxford. He was appointed to
several economic advisory

positions with the Government
of India in the 1970s and became
a frequent adviser to prime
ministers. He served as director
(1976-80) and governor (1982-
85) of the Reserve Bank of India.
When he was made finance
minister in 1991, the country
was on the verge of economic
collapse. 

NEWS BRIEF

Bid for one year
parking at District
Secretariat on Jan 13
RAJIV SHARMA
PANIPAT:Additional Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Pankaj Yadav
informed that bid for one year
parking lot for bicycle, scooter,
car, jeep on contract at District
Secretariat/Judicial Complex
located in District Panipat was
called on January 13. He further
said that the contract would be for
the year 2025 i.e. from 1 January
2025 to December 31, 2025. For
which the bid will be allocated on
January 13 at 12 noon in the
second floor auditorium of the
Mini Secretariat under the
supervision of Sub Divisional
Officer (Civil) Panipat, City
Magistrate Panipat, Accountant
Additional Deputy Commissioner
Office and District Nazar. He
informed that in order to give the
bid, on the above mentioned
date, before the said time, one
has to deposit the demand draft
(in the name of Deputy
Commissioner Panipat) of the
security amount of Rs. 1 lakh in
the District Nazar Branch, Deputy
Commissioner's Office, 1st floor,
Room No. 109. The successful
bidder will have to deposit one
fourth of the bid amount on the
same time. 

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
SIRSA, JAN 9

The General Secretary of the
All India Congress
Committee, former Union
Minister, and Member of
Parliament from Sirsa, Kumari
Dekha has said that the claims
of the BJP government
regarding job provision
without recommendations
have been disproven. This
became evident when the
results of 13 recruitments
announced by the Haryana
Public Service Commission
(HPSC) in just 20 days were
challenged in the High Court.
There is not a single
recruitment by the state
government that has not been
challenged in the High Court
by candidates. In some cases,
paper leaks occurred, while in
others, top scorers of various
exams were deliberately given
lower marks and denied jobs,
instead offering positions to

their own favored candidates.
Kumari Selja said that the
government release a white
paper on the recruitments done
by HPSC so that the truth can
come before the public.  In a
statement released to the
media, Kumari Selja said that
the government’s claim of
providing jobs purely based on
merit, without
recommendations or
expenditures, is entirely false.
Questions have been raised
regarding every recruitment

done under HPSC, and they
have even been challenged in
the High Court. These
petitions are still under
consideration in court. Kumari
Selja said that in the past 20
days, HPSC announced the
results of 13 recruitments, all
of which have been challenged
in the High Court through
petitions. If the government
had conducted the recruitment
honestly, why would
candidates need to approach
the court? Kumari Selja stated

that the BJP government says
one thing but does another.
Today, no one trusts the BJP. 

Kumari Selja said that for
this year’s PGT recruitment in
12 subjects, 190 petitions have
been filed in the High Court.
The government is preparing
to issue joining orders, but
even if the joinings take place,
the candidates’ jobs will be
uncertain until the petitions are
resolved. Kumari Selja said
that there are 33 petitions
against the PGT Mathematics
recruitment, 31 against PGT
Biology, and 7 against PGT
Urdu. Additionally, petitions
have been filed regarding the
recruitment for Assistant Civil
Engineer in the Irrigation
Department. Kumari Selja said
that the government faced a lot
of criticism for the Veterinary
Surgeon recruitments in 2023,
with even central ministers
raising questions about the
process.  These recruitments
were later canceled. 

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
P A N C H K U L A :
Cooperation, Prisons,
Heritage and Tourism
Minister Dr Arvind Sharma
said that under the guidance
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the leadership of
CM Naib Saini, Haryana has
got the best place for ease of
doing business in the country,
due to which Haryana has
become the favorite business
place of investors and
entrepreneurs. The presence
of 500 Fortune 500
companies of the world
makes Haryana's role
important. We are proud of
our contribution in

agriculture, automobile
manufacturing, information
technology, medicine and
various manufacturing
sectors.

He said that you will be
surprised to know that two-
thirds of the country's

passenger cars are
manufactured in Haryana. By
manufacturing 50 per cent of
the country's tractors and 60
per cent of two-wheelers,
Haryana has got the status of
the vehicle manufacturing
capital of the country.

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR, JAN 9

Former Chairperson of
District Yamunanagar in-
charge of BJP membership
campaign, Rosie Malik
Anand, held separate
meetings with Shakti Kendra
Pramukhs, BJP office bearers
and BJP active workers of all
4 Mandals of BJP namely
Pratap Nagar, Chhachhrauli,
Jagadhari Rural, Jagadhari
Urban and took opinion
from BJP workers for
election of Mandal President
of all 4 Mandals under
Jagadhari Assembly
constituency. He said that
only person whose age is
between 35 years to 45 years
and who is an active
member of party and has
been working in some post
or other in party for last 6
years will be considered
eligible by BJP organization.
Regarding this, she took
opinion from various BJP

workers in all 4 Mandals of
Jagadhari Assembly. All BJP
office bearers and BJP
active workers shared their
views with her. Election in-
charge of Jagadhari
constituency, Rosie Malik
Anand said that she has
noted views expressed by all
workers and will send her
report to organization and
election process will be
taken forward as per
instructions received, along
with this she said that forms
of all booth presidents and
booth committees should be
uploaded on Saral portal

soon so that BJP organization
election process can be
completed soon. He said that
BJP is democratic party
running under constitution in
which all work is done under
a transparent system, election
officers have been appointed
for election of BJP
organization, who are doing
their work with complete
impartiality. Gurjar said that
these organization elections
of BJP will give an
opportunity to new
leadership to come forward
in BJP and youth will get
more opportunities. 

Indira Gandhi National College,
Ladwa celebrates its golden jubilee

VIJAY KAUSHIK
LADWA: On the occasion of the golden jubilee of Indira
Gandhi National College, Ladwa-Dhanora, District-
Kurukshetra, a Havan was organized in the Yagyashala. On
this occasion, Gita scholar revered Swami Gyananand Ji
Maharaj, Gita Gyan Sansthanam, Kurukshetra, Swami Ji
visited the college. Swami Ji gave his blessings to the head
of the college management committee Pawan Garg and the
staff wished everyone a good future. Swami Ji performed the
final offering in the Havan with his own hands. Pawan Garg
blessed the members of the management committee,
Maharaj Ji was heartily welcomed by the staff, residents of
Dhanora village and students. Swami Gyananand Ji Maharaj
extended his heartfelt congratulations and best wishes on the
golden jubilee of the college and said that he bowed down
from the bottom of his heart to the founder principal late Om
Prakash Garg and his fellow education lovers. 

RANVIR PARASHAR
KAITHAL, JAN 9

In view of the elections of
Haryana Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee
(HSGMC) to be held on
January 19, the voting of
Guhla Ward No. 20,
Kangthali Ward No. 21 and
Kaithal Ward No. 22 was held
in the video conference hall
of the Mini Secretariat under
the chairmanship of DC
Preeti. For this, the first
randomization of 58 control
units, ballot units and polling
parties was done.

DC Preeti said that in
view of HSGMC elections,
seven booths have been made
in Guhla ward number 20,
which was allotted 13 ballot
units and control units. 12

booths were set up for
Kangthali ward number 21,
which have been allotted 20
ballot units and control units.
16 booths have been made for
Kaithal ward number 22, for
which 25 ballot units and
control units have been
allotted. Apart from this,
randomization of polling
parties was also done. She
told that on  January 15 at 10
am in the hall of RKSD
College, polling will be held.

Polling parties will be trained
by master trainers. DC
instructed all election
officials and said that election
was an important democratic
process. No negligence
should be shown in this.
Election officials should get
the training done under their
own supervision so that the
employees were prepared for
the voting. There should not
be any problem on the
election day. 

3rd day of NSS camp: Session
focused on road safety and health

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNA NAGAR: Third day of NSS camp was organized
with great enthusiasm and zeal at Shri Sanatan Dharma Senior
Secondary School, Jagadhari. Day started with a prayer
meeting and yoga session in which importance of mental and
physical health was emphasized to students. Practice of Sahaja
Yoga taught students art of inner peace and meditation. In first
session, Ankit invited from Red Cross Society, took a session
on first aid in which useful tips of first aid in emergency were
shared. Students learned it with great interest. In second
session, poster making and slogan writing competition was
organized with aim of spreading awareness on road safety and
traffic rules. Students depicted importance of road safety
through their creative posters and impressive slogans.
Program inspired volunteers not only towards physical and
mental health but also towards social responsibilities.

VERMA
GURDASPUR, JAN 9

In the elections for Narot
Jamal Singh Nagar
Panchayat, Babli Kumar
Babbi of the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) was
unanimously elected as the
president, while Maya Devi
and Manisa Mahajan were
selected as vice presidents.
The elections saw five AAP
candidates emerge
victorious, with support later
extended by a winning BJP
councilor. The oath-taking
ceremony was held in
Bhariyal village of Narot
Jamal Singh and officiated
by Punjab’s Cabinet
Minister, Lal Chand
Katarchak, who
administered the oaths to the
newly elected councilors.
The event was marked by
celebrations and sweets
distributed by the minister.
During his address, Minister

Katarchak described the
victory as a testament to the
people’s trust in the AAP and
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann’s development
initiatives. He highlighted
key projects initiated by the
government, including the
Sewage Treatment Plant,
clean drinking water
facilities, and other
developmental works that
have transformed Narot
Jamal Singh. The minister
credited Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann and
AAP National Convenor
Arvind Kejriwal for
accelerating the region’s
development. He expressed
gratitude to the voters for

their overwhelming support,
noting that AAP’s growing
popularity reflects its
commitment to Punjab’s
progress. Other notable
attendees included District
President B.C. Wing
Pathankot Sarbadeen Kumar
Saini, Sahib Singh Saba,
Block President Sandeep
Kumar, and Thakur
Bhupinder Singh Munna.
The ceremony concluded
with Minister Katarchak
reiterating that the victory
symbolizes the people’s trust
in AAP’s vision for
development and their faith
in the leadership of Babli
Kumar Babbi and the newly
elected team.

Two-day hunger strike starts on
call of Sarva Karamchari Sangh

RAJPAL JINDAL
GUHLA CHEEKA: Two-day hunger strike was started on
Thursday on the call of Sarva Karamchari Sangh in Cheeka
Nagarpalika. On the first day, five employees, sanitation workers
from Nagarpalika Cheeka, fire department employees and five
door-to-door workers went on hunger strike. Prithvi Ram,
Gurdeep Singh, Hardeep Singh, Chinto Devi and Mesar Devi
were among them. The hunger strike was being held on the call
of Nagar Palika Karamchari Sangh Haryana related Sarva
Karamchari Sangh Haryana against the government's breach of
promise. The hunger strike was presided over by union chief
Prithvi Ram and the stage was managed by senior vice chief
Chinto Devi. Addressing the employees, Prithvi Ram said that
the government was breaking its promises made to temporary
employees. In 2015, the government itself brought an Act in the
Assembly that all temporary employees would be given job
security till the age of 58 years and their salary would be hiked
twice every year but the officials have not yet implemented the
Chief Minister's announcement and as a result nothing has been
done on the ground level. He said that till now no employee from
Nagarpalika, Fire department and door to door workers have not
been given job security in the whole of Haryana. 

All claims made by BJP about providing jobs without
recommendations have failed: Kumari Selja

BJP workers consulted for
poll of Mandal Presidents of 4

Mandals in Jagadhri 

50 pc of tractors, 60 pc 2-wheelers
manufactured in Haryana: Dr Arvind 

CHANDIGARH
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Dr. Manmohan Singh Chair set up in Economics Dept of NIILM Varsity, Kaithal

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, JAN 9

Assandh Assembly MLA
Yogendra Rana visited
villages Aungad, Birchpur,
Bandarala and Assandh
grain market during his
thanksgiving tour of
Assandh assembly
constituency and expressed
gratitude to the villagers for
their blessings in the form of
votes in the assembly
elections by reaching among
the people. MLA Yogendra
Rana also thanked all the
people present for their
immense support, respect
and blessings given to Union
Minister Manohar Lal
during the Lok Sabha
elections. The MLA said that
the people of Assandh are
my family. I am well aware
of every problem here which
the double engine

government will solve at a
fast pace.

Rana said in his address
on this occasion that this
victory is not mine but the
victory of all of you, whose
tireless efforts have made it
possible. He said that the
BJP has created history by
continuously gaining a
majority in the state. This
time, the government which
has completed the last two
terms has got a chance for
the third time. This is a
matter of pride for the BJP.

The echo of this mandate is
far and wide. He said that
now the development works
in Assandh constituency will
be completed soon. No
shortage will be allowed in
the development of Assandh
city. Apart from this, he said
that during its tenure, the
BJP has provided
employment to the youth on
the basis of merit without
any slip or expenditure.
During this, he also heard the
problems of the common
people.

70 blankets distributed to needy people by Rotary Club Rivera
RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR: Rotary Club Rivera
Yamuna Nagar distributed 70 blankets to the
needy people in slum area. It is very cold and
meanwhile, milk packets and biscuits were
distributed by Dr. Sumit Bhatia and his team,
members of the club and Ganga Maa Group.
Organization head Sanjeev Sethi and Rajiv
Gupta guided children and elders. They said do
not spread dirt in open. Keep yourself clean.
Do not consume tobacco and alcohol. This can
spoil your health and you may have to face
serious diseases like cancer.

Pending development works of Assandh
will be completed soon: Rana

Babli Kumar Babbi elected President of
Narot Jamal Singh Nagar Panchayat

HSGMC election will be held
on January 19: DC



handigarh : Amazon has launched period offer of INR 6,449. "Through our range 
the all-new Echo Spot in India, mak- of devices, we constantly strive to add more Cing it the latest addition to its line-up of convenience and comfort to our customers' 

Alexa-enabled Echo devices. Echo Spot is a daily lives. Echo Spot, the newest addition to 
sleek new smart alarm clock, featuring a vari- the Echo family of devices, continues to 
ety of custom-designed clock faces, colourful deliver on this commitment. Customers can 
display options, and four newly-added alarm gently wake up to their favourite music, con-

trol Alexa-compatible 
smart lights and home 
appliances, and glance at 
the weather and their cal-
endar–by giving voice com-
mands to Alexa from the 
comfort of their bed,” said 
Parag Gupta, Director and 
Country Manager, Amazon 
Devices India. “Its aes-
thetic design with a colour-sounds. Combining style with functionality, 

ful, customisable display helps enhance any Echo Spot’s compact and customisable dis-
bedside setting. I look forward to seeing how play allows customers to set and view alarms, 
customers use the new Echo Spot to elevate see the time, weather, or song titles at a 
their daily routines and overall comfort at glance, and experience vibrant sound with its 
home.”Customers love asking Alexa for infor-directional speaker. Specifically designed to 
mation—in fact, Alexa answers multiple enhance the bedside table experience, the 
requests every millisecond, with customers night mode option helps customers easily 
requesting Alexa’s help with weather check the time on the screen mid-sleep. 
updates, trivia, recipes, and general knowl-Available in Black and Blue, customers can 
edge, among other things.get the Echo Spot at an introductory limited 

Amazon launches Echo Spot

How Aplastic Anemia Differs from
Other Anemia TypesInner Wheel Club Chandigarh City Beautiful 

Celebrates 101st International Inner Wheel Day
handigarh: Inner Wheel Club done by the club in the country and city. 
Chandigarh City Beautiful, During the event, the club also distrib-CDistrict 308, Charter 8062, cele- uted warm clothing and food to needy 

brated the 101st International Inner people.
Wheel Day with great enthusiasm and Club President Anita Midha high-
fervor. The event was held at Sukhna lighted the efforts and social role of 
Lake, Chandigarh, under the leadership Inner Wheel Club and pledged to con-

tinue serving society with 
the same enthusiasm in the 
future. Vice President 
Sarbani Dutta said that the 
main purpose of celebrating 
this day is to spread aware-
ness about service, friend-
ship, and women's empow-
erment in society. Inner 
Wheel Club is always com-
mitted to helping the needy 

of Club President Anita Midha. and empowering women.
The program began with a cake- The program was attended by 

cutting ceremony, attended by all the Charter President Usha Sharma, 
female members of the club. On this President Anita Midha, Vice President 
occasion, the club's women organized a Sarbani Dutta, Kulvinder, Monica Arya, 
march past at Sukhna Lake and Suman, Monica Gupta, Reenu, Veena 
informed the gathered crowd about the Dhir, Neelam, Jaswinder, Shivalee, and 
humanitarian and public welfare work Palak .

Business Tata Motors Group global wholesales at 341,791 in Q3 FY25

Samsung WindFree Air Conditioners 
Now Come with Exclusive Feature

YUGMARG
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HANDIGARH/LUDHIANA: The Tata Motors Group global wholesales in Q3 FY25, including Jaguar Land Rover** were at 
341,791 nos., higher by 1%, as compared to Q3 FY24. Global wholesales of all Tata Motors’ commercial vehicles and Tata CDaewoo range in Q3 FY25 were at 97,535 nos., lower by 1%, over Q3 FY24. Global wholesales of Tata Motors passenger vehi-

cles* in Q3 FY25 were at 139,829 nos., higher by 1% as compared to Q3 FY24. Global wholesales for Jaguar Land Rover** were 
104,427 vehicles, higher by 3% as compared to Q3 FY24. Jaguar wholesales for the quarter were 5,604 vehicles, while Land Rover 
wholesales for the quarter were 98,823 vehicles.

HANDIGARH: Samsung has introduced 
the ‘Good Sleep’ mode, a new feature to Cpromote pleasant sleep throughout the 

night by adjusting the temperature according to 
sleep stages. This mode has now been 
upgraded to allow users to connect their air 
conditioners with their Galaxy Watch series and 
have the ‘Good Sleep’ automatically activated 
when they fall asleep.The influence of a suitable 
ambient temperature on sleep is immense. The 
common experience of waking up in the middle 
of the night drenched in sweat or shivering in 
cold, is relatable for most people. It is for this 
reason that Samsung decided to develop a 
mode on its air conditioners to help people get 
better sleep during the night. The key point in 
this mode, however, was that the optimal 
temperature for sleep is not fixed for the entire 
period that a person sleeps. This is why although 
many set their air conditioner to the optimal 
temperature before going to bed, they still wake 
up.   

Vi & Lionsgate Play sign strategic partnership 
to offer premium content on Vi Movies & TV

HIMLA: Vi, India’s leading telecom 
operator, announced a strategic Spartnership with premium streaming 

service, Lionsgate Play, unlocking an 
exclusive library of top-tier content.Featuring 
action blockbusters, iconic franchises, 
acclaimed films and series, global awards, 
exclusive premieres, and a range of dubbed 
content, Lionsgate Play promises an 
unmatched entertainment experience.This 
collaboration further expands Vi’s OTT 
portfolio, providing a premium, diverse library 
of Hollywood movies, original series, 
international titles and more at an affordable 
price. Vi Movies & TV is designed to cater to 
the diverse entertainment needs of 
consumers, via aggregation of the top OTTs 
through a single app and single subscription 
offering consumers the convenience to enjoy 
content from a wide range of OTTs. Users can 
explore a rich selection of content, ranging 
from Disney+ Hotstar, SonyLIV, 
ZEE5toFancode for Sports as well as regional 
content from Sun NXT, ManoramaMax, 
Nammaflix, Klikk and Chaupal and now the 
best of Hollywood with its latest addition - 
Lionsgate Play. 

25 reasons to visit Dubai in 2025

BMW Group India continues its trailblazing performance
handigarh: Writing a new chapter of success, BMW Group India has achieved its best-ever annual car deliveries with 11% 
growth. The company delivered 15,721 cars (BMW and MINI) and 8,301 motorcycles (BMW Motorrad) between January – CDecember 2024. BMW sold 15,012 units and MINI 709 units.BMW sales clocked the highest Q4 (4,958 units | +15%) and 

highest December sales as well (2,244 units | +17%).Mr. 
Vikram Pawah, President and CEO, BMW Group India 
said, “Posting the highest-ever car sales in India, BMW 
Group India has also crossed a milestone of 15,000 cars. 
We had the strongest product offensive in the luxury 
car segment, paired with the introduction of new 
initiatives like Retail.NEXT and expansion of bespoke 
experiences and services for our customers. BMW is 
leading significantly across segments in the Indian 
luxury car market including sustainable electric 
mobility, Luxury Class and aspirational premium 
compact segment. This tremendous success is driven by 
our resolute focus on creating customer delight. 
Together with our dedicated team of dealer partners, we 
are committed to achieving new benchmarks in luxury 
mobility.”2024 recorded the highest ever sales of BMW 
Luxury Class in India (2,507 units | +8%). BMW Luxury 
Class is the flagship range and the ultimate mark of 
exclusivity for Indian customers. Nearly every fifth car 
that BMW sold in India in 2024 was a top-of-the-range 
model. In 2024, BMW X7 was once again the highest-

selling Luxury Class model (1,570 units | +4%). Since its launch, more than 5,000 units of the BMW X7 have been delivered in 
India. The BMW 7 Series leads the epitome of luxury in its segment (865 units | +15%).

handigarh/ Ludhiana support heart health, blood 
January 9, 2025: The sugar control,  weight CHarvest Season is management, and overall 

celebrated with great fervor wellness. They also help boost 
across India, known by various immunity. By making 
names such as Makar Sankranti smarter food choices and 
in Bengal, Pongal in the South, adding a handful of almonds to 
and Lohri, Bihu, or Baisakhi in the celebrations, it’s possible 
other regions. While traditions to enjoy the festivities while 
and names may differ, the joy of staying aligned with health 
preparing festive desserts and goals.”
dishes unites everyone in Fitness Master and 
celebrating the season's bounty. Pilates Instructor Yasmin 
In 2025, let’s embrace a healthier Karachiwala, said, “Staying 
approach to the festive feasts by active during the festive 
incorporating California season is just as crucial as 
Almonds—the most popular making mindful food choices. 
almonds in the world. Being the Whether it's a quick workout 

almonds in the diet. Almonds Nutrition (ICMR-NIN) have King of Dry Fruits, California or a walk, incorporating 
can help reduce the blood sugar recognized almonds as a Almonds are rich in 15 essential movement helps balance 
impact of carbohydrate-rich nutritious nut that can be nutrients, including protein, indulgences. For muscle 
foods they are consumed with, consumed daily for good health.healthy fats, dietary fiber, recovery and sustained energy, I 
promoting healthier fasting Ritika Samaddar, Regional vitamins, and minerals, offering recommend snacking on natural 
insulin levels and overall well- H e a d  –  D i e t e t i c s ,  M a x  numerous health benefits. foods like almonds. Packed with 
being. Healthcare – New Delhi, said, Celebrating the Harvest protein and healthy fats, 

Incorporating California “Festivities are all about joy and Season with loved ones is a almonds not only offer great 
Almonds into the daily diet can celebration, with desserts often joyous occasion, but it’s also nutrition but also aid in muscle 
a l s o  s u p p o r t  w e i g h t  taking center stage. This Harvest important to be mindful of food repair and provide lasting 
management by curbing Season, I suggest making smart choices, especially given the energy. Their versatility makes 
hunger, thanks to their high choices by replacing traditional rising prevalence of lifestyle them an ideal addition to festive 
fiber content and satiating sweets with healthier, more diseases such as diabetes, high meals and snacks, allowing to 
properties. Beyond this, these nutritious ingredients like cholesterol, and obesity in India. stay on track while still enjoying 
nuts provide sustained energy, almonds. While our mothers According to the World Health the celebrations."
help lower total and LDL have long recommended Organization (WHO), six million Sheela Krishnaswamy, 
cholesterol, reduce heart- almonds for their nutritional Indians are affected by these Nutrition and Wellness 
damaging inflammation, and value and overall well-being, conditions annually, and by 2030, Consultant, said, "Lifestyle 
boost immunity—essential science supports their benefits as chronic illnesses could cost the diseases, such as obesity and 
during seasonal transitions. The well. Over 200 scientific studies nation $6 trillion. A simple yet diabetes, are on the rise in India, 
recently published Dietary highlight the extensive health effective way to support better making it  essential for 
Guidelines for Indians by the advantages of almonds. Rich in health, even during festive individuals to make mindful 
Indian Council of Medical vitamin E, iron, magnesium, indulgences, is by including food choices and opt for healthier 
Research–National Institute of fiber, protein, and zinc, almonds nutrient-dense foods like alternatives. 

Hina Khan opens up about her battle with cancer on
 India’s Best Dancer vs. Super Dancer: Champions Ka Tashan

Celebrate the Harvest Season with a Nutritious Twist of California Almonds

mritsar/Jalandhar :— The JRS 
Eastman Group known for its Aautomotive products and solu-

tions in the auto-ancillary sector in col-
laboration with the Ludhiana District 
Administration, announced the launch 
of an ambitious project aims at creating 
Miyawaki Urban Forests in Ludhiana. 
Inspired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's vision to revitalize urban 
spaces, the project aims to transform a 
former landfill site into a thriving green 
space. 
Mr. Jagdish Rai Singal, Founder & 
Chairman of JRS Eastman Group, 
emphasized the company's commit-
ment to environmental sustainability, 
stating "Our responsibility extends 
beyond automotive innovation. 
Miyawaki forests are vital for enhancing 
urban ecosystems and mitigating cli-
mate change, representing a powerful 
step towards a sustainable future. By 
establishing these native forests, we 
aim to improve local ecosystems and 
contribute significantly to climate 
change mitigation. As we unite for 
sustainability, the Initiative is crucial for 
restoring ecological balance and ensur-
ing harmony between nature and 
humanity for generations to come."

JRS Eastman Group Supports PM Modi's 
Sustainability Vision with Miyawaki 
Forest Initiative in Punjab

handigarh : The upcoming episode of India’s Best Dancer vs. Super Dancer: 
Champions Ka Tashan promises a vibrant celebration of Makar Sankranti. Adding Cto the festive spirit, the challenges will be uniquely presented on colorful kites, 

bringing a fresh twist to the competition. Hosted by Haarsh Limbachiyaa, the dance reality 
show sees Malaika Arora as the proud owner of Team India’s Best Dancer, while Geeta 
Kapur mentors the exceptional young talents of Team Super Dancer. Overseeing the 
electrifying face-off is ace choreographer/director - Remo D’Souza, ensuring the 

competition remains 
fa i r  and  f ie rce ly  
e n g a g i n g .  T h e  
episode wil l  also 
feature acclaimed 
actor Hina Khan, who 
came to promote her 
n e w  d r a m a  
w e b s e r i e s ,  
Grihalakshmi, and the 
actor shared her 
inspiring journey of 
b a t t l i n g  c a n c e r,  
leaving the judges, 
con tes tan ts ,  and  
aud ience  deep l y  
moved. Reflecting on 
the moment when she 

was diagnosed, Hina recounts, "The night I found out, my partner came home while I was 
having dinner. After I finished, he told me the results were positive, and a tear rolled down 
his cheek. It hit me hard; for 10 minutes, I was silent.”  She recalled the poignant moment 
that changed her outlook: "Right before the diagnosis was shared, I had ordered falooda 
with my brother. When the bell rang for the delivery, it felt like ‘ghar mein meetha aaya hai.’ 
That falooda became a turning point for me. Instead of despair, I decided to stay positive. 
We ate the falooda together, and then we went to sleep.”

URUGRAM : Aplastic anemia, a rare 
blood condition in which the bone mar-Grow produces abnormal stem cells, is 

often passed down in families and is typically 
diagnosed in childhood or early adulthood. 
Whereas in anemia, the body fails to produce 
sufficient quantity of Red Blood Cells (RBCs). 
Aplastic anemia is not just an “anemia,” but 
instead it is a pancytopenia, a medical condition 
which causes a significant reduction in all types 
of blood cells, in which leukopenia (lack of white 
blood cells), anemia (low RBCs), and 
thrombocytopenia (low platelet count) are pres-
ent, caused by a bone marrow failure. Dr. S P 
Verma, DM Clinical Hematology, KGMU, 
Lucknow, UP, says “Aplastic anemia significantly 
impacts a person’s life as fatigue, dizziness and a 
general feeling of tiredness can impede their abil-
ity to do regular tasks. They might start experienc-
ing significant bleeding or recurrent infections, 
necessitating frequent hospital admissions and 
blood transfusions, that can hamper their every-
day life and end up socially isolating them. They 
need to be careful while participating in sports, 
especially in any contact sports like cricket, 
hockey, basketball due to chances of bleeding 
injury or worsening of signs and symptoms. The 
chronic nature of this condition can also 
severely impact the individual mentally, leading 
to periods of depression, stress and anxiety.

Kotak Mahindra Bank Launches
3rd Edition of ‘Sehat Ka Safar’

UDHIANA: Kotak Mahindra Bank 
(“KMBL” / “Kotak”) proudly announces Lthe launch of the third edition of its 

impactful CSR initiative, ‘Sehat Ka Safar,’ 
dedicated to promoting the health and well-
being of India’s commercial vehicle drivers. 
This year, the initiative will expand its reach to 
45 strategic locations from 30 locations in the 
previous edition, potentially benefitting 
approximately 4,000 truck drivers with free 
health check-up camps.  Amit Mohan, 
President – Logistics & Infrastructure at Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, said, ‘Commercial Vehicle 
drivers put in long hours to keep our economy 
moving, often without the time to focus on their 
own health. Through ‘Sehat Ka Safar,’ we’re 
giving back by providing them with the care 
and support they deserve. As we expand the 
initiative to 45 locations this year, we hope 
even more drivers will benefit, empowering 
them to lead healthier, safer lives.’

IDFC FIRST Bank goes live on Direct 
Tax Collection System of CBDT

URUGRAM  : IDFC FIRST Bank 
announced its integration with Income GTax Portal to collect Direct Tax on behalf 

of Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT), 
Government of India. The Bank’s customers 
can now benefit from an intuitive, hassle-free 
payment experience for paying their Direct 
Taxes, with easy access to downloadable 
challans, easy payments and instant payment 
confirmations.
The Bank’s customers can use the user-friendly 
Retail and Corporate Internet Banking plat-
forms of IDFC FIRST Bank, or pay the taxes at 
any IDFC FIRST Bank branch using Cash, 
Cheque or Demand Draft.
Speaking on the development, Mr. Chinmay 
Dhoble, Country Head – Retail Liabilities at 
IDFC FIRST Bank, said, “We are a Universal 
Bank and are building a complete suite of prod-
ucts and services to represent Universal 
Banking. Payment of Income Tax and GST 
were the only two significant services that were 
lacking in our proposition. We are delighted 
that with the approval of CBDT, Government of 
India and the RBI, we are now authorised to col-
lect taxes on behalf of CBDT, GOI. In line with 
our high-quality internet banking services, we 
have built customer friendly interfaces for ease 
of our customers. We encourage our customers 
to use this facility to easily pay their Direct 
Taxes through IDFC FIRST Bank’s online and 
branch channels”.

CHANDIGARH

Vi & Lionsgate Play sign strategic
 partnership to offer premium 
content on Vi Movies & TV

handigarh/Ludhiana : Vi, India’s leading 
telecom operator, announced a strategic Cpartnership with premium streaming 

service, Lionsgate Play, unlocking an exclusive 
library of top-tier content. Featuring action 
blockbusters, iconic franchises, acclaimed films 
and series, global awards, exclusive premieres, 
and a range of dubbed content, Lionsgate Play 
promises an unmatched entertainment experience. 
This collaboration further expands Vi’s OTT 
portfolio, providing a premium, diverse library of 
Hollywood movies, original series, international 
titles and more at an affordable price. Vi Movies & 
TV is designed to cater to the diverse 
entertainment needs of consumers, via 
aggregation of the top OTTs through a single app 
and single subscription offering consumers the 
convenience to enjoy content from a wide range of 
OTTs. Users can explore a rich selection of content, 
ranging from Disney+ Hotstar, SonyLIV, ZEE5 to 
Fancode for Sports as well as regional content from 
Sun NXT, ManoramaMax, Nammaflix, Klikk and 
Chaupal and now the best of Hollywood with its 
latest addition - Lionsgate Play. It also offers 300+ 
Live TV Channels including 30+ Live News 
Channels. All this is available through Vi Movies & 
TV app available for viewing on Smartphones, 
Smart TVs as well as Laptops & Tablets.
With Lionsgate Play, Vi Movies & TV users can 
now enjoy its extensive library of global hits, 
featuring blockbuster franchises like John Wick, 
The Hunger Games, and Saw, alongside standout 
titles such as Past Lives, Tokyo Vice, Paris Has 
Fallen, Normal People, Operation Fortune, Plane, 
Hitman’s Wife’s Bodyguard, The Iron Claw, The 
Beekeeper, Arcadian, and more. Additionally, users 
will have access to prestigious award shows like 
the Primetime Emmy Awards, Golden Globes, 
Critics’ Choice, and BAFTA Awards, bringing the 
best of premium, world class entertainment for Vi 
Movies & TV subscribers.

handigarh:  Whether you’re a first-time or 
regular visitor, there’s hundreds of Creasons for choosing Dubai as your next 

holiday destination. From iconic landmarks and 
award-winning food to world-class hospitality and 
exciting experiences, we pick out 25 of the best 
reasons to visit Dubai in 2025. With glorious 
weather, al fresco dining, outdoor activities and a 
packed calendar of festivals and events, Dubai’s 
winter season from October to April is a popular 
time of year to visit the city. Summer is also a 
great choice, with many hotels and attractions 
offering packages and deals as part of Dubai 
Summer Surprises, which takes place from 27 
June to 31 August 2025.
Known for its incredible architecture, Dubai is 
home to some amazing structures. The city’s 
modern marvels include the world’s tallest tower 
Burj Khalifa, the iconic Jumeirah Burj Al Arab, the 
striking Museum of the Future, and the luxurious 
Atlantis The Royal hotel on Palm Jumeirah. 
Visitors who prefer to go down memory lane will 
be charmed by historic areas in ‘Old Dubai’ such 
as Dubai Creek and Al Fahidi Historical 
Neighbourhood.
Dubai offers a blend of modern luxury and rich 
culture, with an evolving hotel scene, including 
ultra-luxury properties like Jumeirah Marsa Al 
Arab and Six Senses The Palm opening in 2025. 
Visitors can indulge in a diverse range of dining 
experiences, from celebrity hotspots like 
CARBONE to renowned award-winning 
restaurants. The city's beach culture invites 
relaxation at stunning spots like Kite Beach and 
Jumeirah Public Beach, while Old Dubai 
showcases its heritage through historical sites like 
Al Fahidi Fort and the traditional souks. Dubai's 
calendar is packed with festivals, live 
performances, and citywide events, making it a 
dynamic destination throughout the year.
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Mercedes-Benz achieves its highest 
ever sales inits history in India 

handigarh, 9th January 2025: India’s at a higher 16% YoY, underlining Mercedes-
most desirable luxury car maker Benz steady sales performance round the CMercedes-Benz today announced its year, as it faced continued market challenges 

highest ever sales in its 30 years operations in and macro-economic headwinds.     
India. Mercedes-Benz reported its best-ever This outstanding sales result was driven by a 
January-December 2024 sales retaining the combination of newly launched and existing 
Three-Pointed Star’s strong differentiation as vehicles and an enhanced retail customer 

experience. Demand persisted for 
Mercedes-Benz across its Entry, 
Core, and Top-End Vehicle (TEV) 
segments, with strong performance 
from new as well as existing prod-
ucts. In 2024, Mercedes-Benz 
launched 14 new products including 
9 alluring Top-End Vehicles in the 
Indian market, exciting the customer 
sentiment and creating ‘desire’, 
which is synonymous with a 
Mercedes-Benz. 

the ‘most desirable’ luxury car brand in the Mercedes-Benz’s best-ever sales performance 
Indian market. The company achieved a in its history in India, underscores it’s unparal-
record sale of 19,565 new cars sold in leled desire in the Indian market. This historic 
January-December 2024, underlining a strong sales success is an outcome of an attractive 
12.4% growth, despite facing challenging mar- and alluring portfolio, differentiating service 
ket headwinds. and hassle-free ownership, curated customer 
The best-ever yearly sales of Mercedes-Benz experiences and ease of access to finance, 
in India is a result of the company’s achieving unlocking the aspirations of our customers. We 
its ‘best-ever quarter’, for all the four consecu- are confident of consolidating the market gains 
tive quarters in 2024. While the YTD Q4 2024 and continue this growth in 2025, retaining 
growth was at 12%, the H2 sales growth was customer’strust and loyalty. 

LPU Hosts 26th NOSPlan Convention 2025

alandhar: Lovely Professional pants, urging them to leverage the plat-
University (LPU) hosted the 26th form to innovate and network, while high-JAnnual NOSPlan Convention 2025, lighting LPU’s commitment to nurturing 

themed "Dakshatva," focusing on future urban planners.  The School of 
sustainability, innovation, and excellence Planning and Architecture, Delhi (SPAD) 
in urban planning. Organized by emerged victorious, claiming the Overall 
NOSPlan India in collaboration with the NOSPlan Convention Trophy, alongside 
American Planning Association (APA) other awards won by Anna University, 
International Division, the three-day Chennai, and SPA Vijayawada. Events 
event brought together over 600 partici- like Urban Canvas, Crowd Craft, and 
pants from 19 premier institutes across Mobility Mastery fostered creativity and 
India.  The convention emphasized collaboration among participants.   
resource-efficient design, resilient infra- Esteemed dignitaries, including Dr. Jeet 
structure, and data-driven urban solu- Kumar and Dr. Ashwini Luthra, enriched 
tions. Dr. Col. Rashmi Mittal, Pro- the convention with discussions on urban 
Chancellor of LPU, addressed partici- challenges and opportunities. 

URUGRAM: A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed 
between the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade G(DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry and JK Cement, a leading 

manufacturer of grey and white Cement, to usher innovation, empower 
entrepreneurs, and strengthen India’s manufacturing ecosystem. According to 
DPIIT, this strategic collaboration aims to transform India into a global 

manufacturing hub by 
n u r t u r i n g  p r o d u c t  
startups, innovators, and 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  T h e  
partnership will enable 
access to cutting-edge 
infrastructure, state-of-
the-art manufacturing 
a n d  R & D  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
m e n t o r s h i p  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  p i l o t  
projects, and university 

resources under JK Cement.   Reiterating JK Cement’s commitment, Mr. 
Madhavkrishna Singhania, Joint Managing Director & CEO, JK Cement Ltd, said 
“Partnering with DPIIT reflects our unwavering commitment to nation-building. 
Together, we aim to cultivate a dynamic and competitive manufacturing 
ecosystem, driving India’s ambition of becoming a self-reliant and innovation-led 
economy. This collaboration will ensure that India’s manufacturing ecosystem 
reaches unprecedented heights, fostering economic prosperity and technological 
advancement.” Terming this MoU as a Startup friendly initiative, Mr. Sanjiv Singh, 
Joint Secretary, DPIIT, said that it is a right step in the direction of creating 
synergies with JK Cement to build a conducive environment for startups and 
innovators. 

Museum and Art Gallery to host Exhibition of
projects and works by Architect SD Sharma

Seagram’s Royal Stag Packaged Drinking Water 
Partners with Global Sensation 

anipat : Seagram’s Royal Stag has collaborated with Netflix's record-breaking series 'Squid Game' for its 
second season. The collaboration seamlessly integrates Royal Stag's ‘Live It Large’ philosophy, offering Paudience a larger-than-life experience to be part of the global cultural phenomenon that has captivated 

millions worldwide. K-dramas have high affinity with the younger generation. Hence, this association allows the 
brand to play up on culturally relevant youth passion point, dialing up relevance & aspiration. Speaking on the 
collaboration, Joydeep Basuroy, General Manager – Marketing at Pernod Ricard India shared, "Royal Stag’s 
association with Netflix’s Squid Game allows the brand to tap into the young generation’s craze for K-culture, 
driving up emotional connect & the brand’s youth culture quotient. Royal Stag brand has always stood for those 
who dream large and lead their life with passion & purpose, similar to the show’s premise. This partnership with 
‘Squid Game’ season 2 allows us to offer a live-it-large experience & tangible social currency tour audience, 
Generation Large."

DPIIT partners with JK Cement to support 
Product Startups, Innovators, and Entrepreneurs

handigarh: City Beautiful would be hosting an exhibition of models of the buildings 
designed by Le Corbusier from January 15 till February 15. Another major Cattraction would be an exhibition of works of Architect SD Sharma, who had worked 

closely with Le Corbusier and Pierre Jeanneret. The event, being held at Government 
Museum and Art Gallery in Sector 10, would be attended by Brigitte Bouvier, Director, 
Foundation Le Corbusier, Paris who will be coming especially to inaugurate Architect SD 
Sharma ‘s exhibition. His career of six decades will be 
presented in almost 50 panels.
Architect Rene Tan from Singapore, besides other prominent 
architects, including 94 year old S.D. Sharma himself are 
attending the event. Tan, who is the author of the models will 
also be there all the way from Singapore to be a part of this. 
He will also talk on the process and need to catalogue these 
important works of Corbusier.
The Museum is partnering with the A3 Foundation, the 
foundation promoting Art Architecture and Aesthetics based 
out of Chandigarh founded by Architect, Sangeet Sharma. 
The three significant milestones i.e Architect SD Sharma’s 
94th birthday and A3Foundation’s 75th Event and Museum’s 
50 years will further enhance this collaboration. 
Both these exhibitions are taking place in the Museum 
designed by Le Corbusier, In which Architect SD Sharma 
assisted him. 
This will be inaugurated formally on the 15th January followed 
by a day's conference where the curator of this exhibition of 
Le Corbusier’s models Architect Renee Tan along with 
Architect Lillian Tay from Malaysia besides Architect SD Sharma and a few more from India 
will talk on the Chandigarh Modernism and its impact on the world.
Exhibition of Models of the building designed by Le Corbusier: These models are made 
and curated by the famous architect of Singapore Architect Rene Tan whose office RT+Q 
started with an exhibition of all the buildings of Le Corbusier. 
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 Samsung Opens Pre-Reserve for the Next Galaxy S Series in India
HANDIGARH: Samsung, India’s largest consumer electronics brand, today announced that consumers 
can pre-reserve their next Galaxy S series smartphone starting today. The new Galaxy S series will Cunveil a new chapter in mobile AI, unveiling premium Galaxy innovations that bring seamless 

convenience into every moment of your life. Customers can pre-reserve the flagship Galaxy S series by paying 
a token amount of INR 2000 on Samsung.com, Samsung Exclusive Stores, and leading online and offline retail 
stores across India. Pre-reserved customers will be eligible for early access and receive benefits of up to INR 
5000 on purchasing the new Galaxy S series devices. Samsung will bring the next evolution of Galaxy AI, which 
will change the way consumers will interact with the world every day. The new Galaxy S series will set the bar 
once again for mobile AI experiences.   Samsung will unveil its next generation of Galaxy S series at Galaxy 
Unpacked on January 22 in San Jose, California.

Samsung to Announce Next Big Leap in Mobile AI Experiences on January 22
HANDIGARH: Get ready for AI that is more natural and intuitive. The next evolution of Galaxy AI is 
coming and it’s going to change the way you interact with the world every day. The new Galaxy S series Cis about to set the bar once again for mobile AI experiences now and into the future. On January 22, 

Samsung Electronics will host Unpacked in San Jose. Join us as we unveil a new chapter in mobile AI — 
premium Galaxy innovations that bring seamless convenience into every moment of your life. The event will be 
streamed live on Samsung.com/in, Samsung Newsroom India and Samsung’s YouTube channel beginning at 
11.30 pm IST.
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 Certified that it is brought to notice of General 
Public that Original Sale Deed No. 11006 dated 13-
10-2008, executed by Satish Kumar in favour of 
Shinder Pal Singh (1/5 share) and Gurmej Singh, 
Malook Singh, Kulwant Singh and Satpal Singh (4/5 
in equal share) has been lost and if anybody find the 
above-mentioned original Sale Deed then contact 
to ADV RP Singh, Mobile No. 94634-19781. Lost 
Information report SR. No. 555542/2024 dated 08-
01-2025
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Sehaj Unveils True 
Identity to Sheetal; 
Conceals Killer’s Name 
from Family

In the latest episode of the gripping dra-
ma series, viewers witnessed a pivotal 
moment as Sehaj, revealing her true 

identity as Veera, confronted Sheetal 
about the murder of Kabir’s mother.
During a tense family gathering, Sehaj 
was poised to disclose the identity of the 
murderer. However, she ultimately chose 
to withhold the information, stating that 
“no one” was responsible. This unex-
pected decision left the family in confu-
sion.
Has Sheetal discovered the truth about 
Sehaj? Why is Sehaj hiding the truth 
from the Bedi family, and what is she 
afraid of revealing?” Watch the intriguing 
“Sehajveer” story on Zee Punjabi at 8:30 
p.m.

Rachit Khanna’s Dream Comes True as Diljit Dosanjh 
Dazzles in His Iconic Lion-Face Jacket at Concert

Renowned designer Rachit Khanna reached a pivotal milestone as 
global icon Diljit Dosanjh donned his latest creation—a crisp white 
bomber jacket featuring a meticulously hand-embroidered lion face. 

The jacket, a symbol of power and artistry, was showcased on one of the 
biggest stages, marking a moment of triumph for the celebrated designer. 
Rachit Khanna expressed his heartfelt emotions: “Dreams should be as big 
as they can be, because one day, they will come true. We gifted this outfit to 
Diljit Dosanjh, and seeing him wear my design was a dream I never im-
agined would become this big. This moment validates years of dedication 
and hard work, especially as he wore it during his live concert.”
The jacket, blending modern fashion with a bold artistic statement, highlights 
Khanna’s signature attention to detail and craftsmanship. The lion motif, a 
striking symbol of strength and leadership, perfectly complements Diljit’s 
larger-than-life persona. 
This collaboration signifies a professional achievement and a personal victo-
ry for Rachit, who continues to inspire upcoming designers to aim high and 
never give up on their dreams.

CHANDIGARH: Zee TV’s Jamai 
No.1 has been in the news for all the 
right reasons ever since its premiere. 
Making their way into the audience’s 
hearts, Abhishek Malik and Simaran 
Kaur also known as Neel and Riddhi 
have now become household names. 
In recent episodes, viewers got to 
watch how Riddhi is fulfilling her 
promise to Nani by offering Neel a job 
in her office. However, beneath this 
gesture of goodwill lies a hidden 
agenda, being the boss girl that she 
is, Riddhi secretly plans to make 
Neel’s life miserable once he begins 
working there.

In the world of television, where 
long shooting hours and demanding 
schedules leave little room for person-
al time, staying fit and healthy often 
becomes a challenge. Yet, for actress 
Simaran Kaur, maintaining her fitness 
and doing justice to her character is 
non-negotiable. And to look confident 
and strong just like her on-screen 
character, she embraces Pilates and 

a good diet as her go-to regime, to 
stay in her best shape, physically and 
mentally.

Simaran said, “I believe staying fit 
isn’t just about looking good; it’s about 
feeling strong and confident in your 
own skin. Pilates, in particular, has 
been a game-changer for me. It not 
only helps me maintain my body but 
also keeps me centred and happy. My 
character Riddhi is a strong-headed 
girl, a bossy girl who knows what she 
wants and to maintain that on-screen 
I have been working on my body, my 
body language, my posture and what 
better than Pilates to do this. As an 
actress, I understand the importance 
of looking and feeling the character. 
My fitness plays a key role in enhanc-
ing my on-screen presence, allowing 
me to embody the essence of a pow-
erful boss girl.”

Well, Simaran’s passion for fitness 
is a testament to the effort actors put 
in behind the scenes to bring their 
best to the audience. 

Boss Girl Vibes: Simaran Kaur 
talks about staying fit for  
her character in Jamai No. 1

Kishori Shahane Leads 
by Example with Her 
Fitness Dedication
CHANDIGARH: Veteran actress 
Kishori Shahane, who has always capti-
vated audiences with her stellar perfor-
mances, is now setting an example with 
her dedication to fitness. Currently seen 
in Zee TV’s popular show Kaise Mujhe 
Tum Mil Gaye 
as Babita Ahu-
ja, Kishori 
proves that age 
is no barrier 
when it comes 
to maintaining a 
healthy and ac-
tive lifestyle. On 
the show’s sets, 
Kishori Sha-
hane often mo-
tivates her co-
stars by doing 
light stretching 
exercises. Re-
cently seen at 
the gym, her 
dedication to fit-
ness is inspiring both, fans and col-
leagues. Her glowing skin, vibrant ener-
gy, and ability to seamlessly juggle a 
busy shooting schedule while staying fit 
reflect her unwavering commitment to 
health and well-being.
Kishori Shahane said, “For me, fitness 
isn’t just about achieving a certain look 
or physical appearance—it’s about feel-
ing good from within and nurturing my 
overall well-being. It’s my way of re-
charging and finding balance, after the 
long hours on set.

CHANDIGARH: World Hin-
di Day, also known as Vish-
wa Hindi Diwas, is celebrated 
annually on January 10. This 
day commemorates the his-
toric occasion when Hindi 
was first spoken at the United 
Nations General Assembly in 
1949. Globally, Hindi ranks 
as the third most widely spo-
ken language, following Man-
darin Chinese and English. In 
India, however, Hindi re-
mains one of the most com-
monly used languages for 
communication. To honour 
and celebrate this special day, Zee TV actors- 
Bharat Ahlawwat from Jaane Anjaane Hum 
Mile, Rohit Suchanti from Bhagya Lakshmi, 
Yogendra Vikram Singh from Bas Itna Sa Kh-
waab, Abrar Qazi from Kumkum Bhagya, 
Aakanksha Pal from Kaise Mujhe Tum Mil 
Gaye and Abhishek Sharma from Vasudha 
talk about the importance of the language in 
their lives.

Bharat Ahlawwat, who essays the role of 
Raghav in Zee TV’s Jaane Anjaane Hum Mile 
said, “As an actor, language is one of my 
most powerful tools, specially Hindi as it con-
nects me with my audience. It’s the lan-
guage that shaped my childhood, my 
dreams, and my journey in the entertain-
ment industry. On World Hindi Day, let’s 
celebrate the beauty and richness of this 
language that connects millions, tells time-
less stories, and carries the soul of our cul-
ture. Here’s to honoring and preserving our 
linguistic legacy, while inspiring the next 
generation to take pride in Hindi and keep 
its magic alive!”

Rohit Suchanti, who essays the role of 
Rishi in Zee TV’s Bhagya Lakshmi said, 
“Hindi is more than just a language to me, 
it’s the voice of my emotions, my art, and 
my roots. As an actor, it’s the medium 

through which I’ve had the 
privilege of connecting with 
audiences across the world. 
On World Hindi Day, I feel 
proud to celebrate this 
beautiful language that has 
given me so much. Let’s 
continue to cherish, nurture, 
and promote Hindi, ensuring 
its legacy shines bright for 
generations to come.”

Yogendra Vikram Singh, 
who essays the role of Shi-
khar in Zee TV’s Bas Itna 
Sa Khwaab said, “On this 
World Hindi Day, I take a 

moment to reflect on the incredible journey 
of our language. It’s no longer just a means 
of communication; it’s a cultural bridge that 
unites millions of people worldwide. 
Through our shows and stories, Hindi has 
found its way into homes across the globe, 
breaking barriers and connecting hearts. 
While English has a global presence, Hindi 
has carved its own space, inspiring and 
resonating with people from diverse back-
grounds. Today, I feel immense pride in be-
ing part of an industry which celebrates and 
amplifies the beauty and influence of Hindi, 
a language that truly brings the world closer 
together.” Abrar Qazi, who essays the role 
of Rajvansh in Zee TV’s Kumkum Bhagya 
said, “Over the years, I’ve seen how Hindi 
has grown from being a language mostly 
spoken in India to one that’s recognized 
and loved worldwide. What was once a re-
gional language is now a significant global 
language, spoken and understood by mil-
lions across the world. It’s incredible to see 
how much Hindi has evolved, and it’s excit-
ing to know it continues to spread. On this 
World Hindi Day, I feel proud to be part of a 
journey where our language brings people 
together, entertains, and inspires on a global 
level.”

Hindi Diwas: Zee TV actors 
talk about honouring the 
language that unites us all 

T
he demise of writ-
er-turned-filmmaker Prit-
ish Nandy has left mem-
bers of the film industry 
extremely saddened. Af-

ter learning about Pritish’s untime-
ly demise, many took to their re-
spective social media handles to pay 
their heartfelt condolences.

Remembering Nandy, veteran 
actor Anil Kapoor on Instagram 
wrote, “Shocked and heartbroken 
by the loss of my dear friend Pritish 
Nandy. A fearless editor, a brave 
soul, and a man of his word, he em-
bodied integrity like no other. I still 
remember a bold Illustrated Weekly 
cover shoot he planned-when I felt 
uncomfortable, he scrapped it im-
mediately, saying, ‘If you’re not hap-
py, I won’t publish it’ That gesture 
marked the beginning of a lifelong 
friendship built on trust and re-
spect. My heart goes out to his fami-
ly. I’ll always miss his presence, his 
voice, and the fearless spirit he 
brought to everything he did.”

Actor Sanjay Dutt described 
Nandy as a “true creative genius”.

“A true creative genius and a 
kind soul . You will be missed sir,” 
he posted on Instagram.

Actor Sayani Gupta, who 
worked with Nandy in ‘Four More 
Shots Please!’, penned a lengthy 
note on Instagram in fond memory 
of the late director.

“The youngest guy in the room, 
the most articulate and brilliant. 
Always smiling, always warm and 
with that glint in his eyes. He loved 
a good conversation. He loved Bong 
women. And I knew he loved me. He 
would always express his love & 
never shied away from appreciating 
the people around him. There are 
very few people who are this mag-
netic,” she wrote.

Sayani added, “An absolute 
stalwart. A true visionary. A rock 
star feminist who has created some 
of the most iconic women charac-
ters for cinema. I thought of him a 
lot when his very close friend Mr. 
Ratan Tata passed away recently. 
How he must be holding up. Cannot 
believe he left us so soon.

The head of our family just left 

us. Hasn’t sunk in. I am grateful for 
his grace, wisdom & the moments 
spent under his light. A deep deep 
loss. Love to his and our family.”

Filmmaker Hansal Mehta, too, 
expressed his grief. “Sad, sad news. 
My most personal work has lost one 
of its greatest patrons. You lived 
well Mr Nandy. Will miss you terri-
bly. Deepest condolences to the en-
tire family. I remember when I first 
met him in 2005 I had shared the 
idea for Omerta. Let’s make it he 
said. When nobody had belief in me 
or my ideas Mr Pritish Nandy gave 
me the strength to dare, to dream 
and to tell stories that mattered to 
me - no matter what. He did not end 
up producing Omerta eventually 
but I owe the film and a lot of my 
journey beginning from Shahid to 
him. We had the most delightful 
conversations, he was always can-

did with me and I always left his 
room very energized. So hard to be-
lieve that he is gone. The past tense 
just isn’t for men like him,” Mehta 
wrote.

Pritish Nandy breathed his last 
South Mumbai residence on 
Wednesday, January 8. He was 73.

Pritish Nandy was not only a 
celebrated journalist but also host-
ed a popular talk show, ‘The Pritish 
Nandy Show’, on Doordarshan in 
the 1990s, where he interviewed sev-
eral celebrities.As a film producer, 
Nandy made a significant impact in 
the early 2000s with films like 
‘Kaante’, ‘Jhankaar Beats’, ‘Chame-
li’, and ‘Hazaaron Khwaishein Aisi’. 
He also produced the web series 
‘Four More Shots Please!’ and ‘Mod-
ern Love Mumbai’ under his ban-
ner, Pritish Nandy Communica-
tions.

Sanjay Dutt, Anil Kapoor 
mourn the demise of 

filmmaker Pritish Nandy
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