
NEWS BRIEFS 
NIA court extends 
Amir Rashid Ali's 
custody 
NEW DELHI: The Special 
NIA court at Patiala House 
court on Tuesday extended 
the custody of Amir Rashid 
Ali for a further seven days. 
He was produced before 
the court after the expiry of 
seven days of NIA custody. 
He was earlier remanded 
for ten days' custody. He 
was arrested on November 
16 in connection with the 
Red Fort blast case.Princi-
pal District and Session 
judge, Judge (Special NIA 
Judge), extended the NIA 
custody of Amir Rashid Ali 
for a further period of sev-
en days. The hearing was 
conducted in a closed 
courtroom.

Sensex tanks 
nearly 504 pts
MUMBAI: Stock markets 
declined on Tuesday, with 
the benchmark Sensex 
tumbling nearly 504 points 
due to selling in blue-chip 
bank stocks and Reliance 
Industries, and persistent 
foreign fund outflows.
Falling for the third straight 
session, the 30-share BSE 
Sensex tumbled 503.63 
points or 0.59 per cent to 
settle at 85,138.27. During 
the day, the benchmark 
tanked 588.9 points or 
0.68 per cent to hit a low 
of 85,053. The index had 
scaled a record high level 
in intra-day trade in the 
previous session, but 
closed lower due to profit 
booking in the second half.
The 50-share NSE Nifty 
declined by 143.55 points 
or 0.55 per cent to 
26,032.20.

Explain 
Amritpal's 
parole plea 
rejection: Court 
to Punjab govt
CHANDIGARH: The Pun-
jab and Haryana high court 
(HC) has directed the Pun-
jab government to produce 
the "foundational material" 
that led to the rejection of 
jailed Khadoor Sahib MP 
Amritpal Singh's parole 
plea to attend the Winter 
Session of Parliament.

The direction was is-
sued by the bench of Chief 
Justice Sheel Nagu and 
Justice Sanjiv Berry on 
Monday while hearing a 
plea by Amritpal, who chal-
lenged the state's decision 
not to give him parole to 
attend the Winter Session 
of Parliament.

The Punjab government 
had earlier rejected the 
representation of Amritpal 
for temporary release while 
citing law and order issues 
following reports from the 
Amritsar deputy commis-
sioner and the Amritsar po-
lice.

Kisan Mazdoor 
Morcha to hold 
statewide rail 
blockade on Dec 5
CHANDIGARH: Kisan 
Mazdoor Morcha (India), 
Punjab Chapter, is all set 
to organise a symbolic 
two-hour Rail Roko (rail 
blockade) on 5 December 
2025 from 1 pm to 3 pm at 
26 locations across 19 dis-
tricts.This protest is being 
held to demand the can-
cellation of the draft Elec-
tricity Amendment Bill 
2025, the removal of pre-
paid meters and the rein-
statement of old meters, 
opposition to the forcible 
sale of public properties by 
the Bhagwant Mann gov-
ernment, and to address 
other issues.The rail move-
ment will be halted at vari-
ous locations across 19 
districts,
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Logjam broken: Lok Sabha to take up 
discussion on election reforms on 9th
AGENCY 
NEW DELHI, DEC 2

In a breakthrough to the stalemate in 
Parliament over opposition's demand for 
discussion on Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls, an all-party meet-
ing chaired by Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla has decided that discussion on 
150th Anniversary of 'Vande Mataram' 
will take place from 12 noon on Monday 
and discussion on election reforms from 
12 noon on Tuesday.The resolution of the 
impasse has paved the way for the 
smooth functioning of the Lok Sabha 
from tomorrow. The House witnessed 
adjournments from the start of the win-
ter session of Parliament on Monday. 
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren 
Rijiju informed about the decisions tak-
en at all-party meeting. "During the All 
Party Meeting Chaired by Hon'ble Speak-
er Lok Sabha today, it has been decided 
to hold discussion in Lok Sabha on 150th 
Anniversary of National Song 'Vande 
Mataram' from 12 Noon on Monday 8th 
Dec and discussion on Election Reforms 
from 12 noon on Tuesday 9th Dec," Rijiju 
said in a post on X.Rijiju had earlier giv-
en an indication of a solution to the im-
passe, saying the government is ready 
for discussion on electoral reforms.
Sources said the BAC meeting allocated 
10 hours for discussion on 150 years of 
Vande Mataram song. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is likely to initiate the 
discussion on the 150th anniversary of 
the national song. They said ten hours 
have also been allocated to the discus-
sion on electoral reforms. Law Minister 
Arjun Ram Meghwal is likely to reply to 
the debate on Wednesday.The winter 
session of Parliament began on Monday, 

and Lok Sabha witnessed three adjourn-
ments on the opposition's demand for 
SIR. The Opposition pressed with its de-
mand on Tuesday also leading to ad-
journments. The House was first ad-
journed till 12 noon, then till 2 pm and 
later for the day.In the floor leaders' 
meeting, it was decided that the Lok 
Sabha will run smoothly from Wednes-
day without any disruption.In the Rajya 
Sabha, Opposition parties staged a walk-
out over their demand for immediate 
discussion on SIR. The monsoon session 
of Parliament was virtually washed out 
due to the opposition's demand for dis-
cussion on SIR.

AGENCY 
NEW DELHI, DEC 2 

India's third indigenously built 
nuclear ballistic submarine, 
INS Aridaman, is set to be com-
missioned "very soon," Chief of 
Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh 
Tripathi said on Tuesday. INS 
Aridaman is an upgraded Ari-
hant-class submarine. Earlier, 
in August 2024, INS Arighaat' 
was also commissioned in the 
presence of Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh and INS Ari-
hant was commissioned in 
2016. "Indigenous nuclear bal-
listic submarine INS Arida-
man would be commissioned 
very soon," CNS Admiral 
Dinesh Tripathi said during a 
press conference ahead of the 
Navy day celebrations.Apart 
from INS Aridaman, the Indi-
an Navy also has INS Arighaat, 
and INS arahant, which will 
further strengthen India's nu-
clear triad, enhance nuclear 
deterrence, help in establish-
ing strategic balance & peace 
in the region, and play a deci-
sive role in the security of the 
country.The construction of 
INS Arighaat involved the use 
of advanced design and manu-
facturing technology, detailed 
research & development, utili-
sation of special materials, 
complex engineering and high-
ly skilled workmanship. It has 
the distinction of having the 
indigenous systems and equip-
ment which were conceptual-

ised, designed, manufactured 
& integrated by the Indian sci-
entists, industry and Naval 
personnel, according to De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh.
On collaborating with other 
nation's navies, the Admiral 
said that the Navy is actively 
guided by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi's Vision 'Ma-
hasagar'. "We have conducted 
21 bilateral, 9 multilateral, and 
34 maritime partnership exer-
cises, 5 corvette deployments, 
and 13 joint EZT approaches 
since the last Navy Day. I also 
want to highlight three maiden 
initiatives in the last year," the 
Admiral said.Talking about 
the Africa-India Key maritime 
engagement, he said, "we part-
nered with 9 African countries 
and assembled in Dar es Sa-
laam, Tanzania. Our defence 
minister was present there 
along with the defence minis-

ter of Tanzania, and we had 
great camaraderie and an ex-
change of best practices among 
9 African countries. This was 
greatly appreciated again, and 
Tanzania has volunteered to 
host the next edition, which we 
plan to make biennial, so the 
next edition will be in 
2027."Meanwhile, also at the 
press conference, Vice Admi-
ral K Swaminathan spoke on 
Pakistan testing missiles. 
"We were already aware of 
Pakistan's missile launch 
names P282. We were watch-
ing its launch. It's their claim 
that it's indigenous for them 
but we think it's not indige-
nous for them but if they say 
so let's believe it. We watched 
the whole launch ad it's capa-
bilities," the Vice Admiral 
said. Similarly, referring to 
Bangladesh as a "friendly 
neighbour", he said.

UNI 
NEW DELHI, DEC 2 

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov has said Russia is look-
ing forward to President Pu-
tin's state visit to India (Dec 
4-5), describing India as a 
“great friend” and its people as 
“great friends of Russia.”

Peskov emphasised that 
Moscow remains “very sensi-
tive” to any external interfer-
ence in the bilateral relation-
ship between India and Russia, 
underscoring that the partner-
ship is independent, time-test-
ed and guided solely by mutual 
interests.

“Our partnership is not 
just documents, it has a deep 
historic background and mu-
tual understanding,” an offi-
cial said, adding India and Rus-
sia have stood “shoulder to 
shoulder” during key mo-
ments in history.

When asked about the US 
tariffs on India, he said, "Rus-
sia is sensitive to any interfer-
ence by third countries" and 
that the issue will come up in 
discussion with India during 
Putin's visit.

On trade imbalance be-
tween India and Russia, he 

said, "We are selling much 
more than buying from India. 
Importers from both sides will 
meet soon to work out some-
thing that can pave the way for 
increasing imports from India 
such as services investments 
and trade."

Addressing questions on 
energy and payments, Peskov 
stressed that Russia has devel-
oped significant resilience in 
navigating sanctions-related 
restrictions.

Peskov said the issue of 
selling Su-57 5th generation 
fighter jet to India will certain-
ly be on the agenda during Pu-
tin’s visit. Russia has long been 
one of India’s most reliable 
partners, with bilateral ties 
forming a core pillar of India’s 
foreign policy. 

UNI 
CHANDIGARH, DEC 2 

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant 
Mann formally began his Japan visit 
on Monday by paying floral tributes 
to Mahatma Gandhi at the Gandhi 
Park in Tokyo.

Mann is on a 10-day tour aimed at 
attracting fresh investment and 
strengthening industrial partner-
ships for Punjab. After the tribute cer-
emony, India’s Ambassador to Japan, 
Nagma M. Malik, welcomed the Chief 
Minister. Senior officials from Pun-
jab, including the Chief Secretary, 

were also present.
Mann is scheduled to hold a series 

of high-level meetings with leading 
Japanese companies and financial in-
stitutions during the visit.

According to the official itiner-
ary, the Chief Minister will first en-
gage with the Japan Bank for Inter-
national Cooperation (JBIC) and 
other major investment bodies. He 
will then meet representatives of Ai-
san Industry, Yamaha Motor and 
Honda Motor for discussions fo-
cused on manufacturing, industrial 
expansion and potential collabora-
tions in Punjab.

AGENCY 
NEW DELHI, DEC 2

The growing discontent with-
in the Indian dressing room 
over the handling of Virat 
Kohli and Rohit Sharma's fu-
ture has added another layer 
of drama to the ongoing saga. 
Sources that the relationship 
between Kohli and head 
coach Gautam Gambhir is 
turning cold due to disagree-
ments over certain important 
topics regarding the batter's 
future. A source informed 
that while Rohit Sharma has 
already confirmed his avail-
ability to the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
selection committee for the 
upcoming Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy, Kohli has refused to par-
ticipate in the domestic one-
day tournament.

This stance contrasts 
with Rohit's apparent keen-
ness to play for Mumbai in 
the Vijay Hazare Trophy, 
having also made himself 
available for the Syed Mush-
taq Ali T20 tournament to 
maintain his match fitness. 
Kohli, on the other hand, re-
portedly believes he is not in 
favour of 'excessive prepara-
tion'. The BCCI, hence, is in a 
tricky state, as they aren't 
keen on making an exception 
for a player, even if the said 
player is of the stature of Vi-
rat Kohli. 

"The issue is with the Vi-
jay Hazare Trophy. He (Kohli) 
simply doesn't want to play. 
When Rohit [Sharma] is also 
playing, how can there be an 
exception for one player? And 
what do we tell the other play-
ers? That someone is different 
from all of you?" the source 
told NDTV.

The BCCI selection com-
mittee and head coach Gam-
bhir have consistently 
pushed available players to 
participate in domestic crick-
et. It was, in fact, the BCCI's 
insistence that saw both Ro-
hit and Kohli play the Ranji 
Trophy following the dismal 
Test series in Australia.

After the first ODI against 
South Africa in Ranchi, Kohli 
hinted at relying on his 
strong foundation, thanks to 
the work he put into himself 
over the years, and focusing 
solely on one-day internation-
als for India. 

RAWALPINDI : Uzma 
Khanum, sister of PTI 
founder Imran Khan, on 
Tuesday confirmed that 
former Prime Minister 
of Pakistan, her jailed 
brother, was "perfectly 
fine" after she was al-
lowed to meet him, Dawn 
reported.She was accom-
panied by a group of PTI 
supporters who gathered out-
side Adiala Jail while she 

went inside to see the former 
prime minister.Speaking to 

the media after the 
meeting, Uzma said, 
"Imran Khan's health is 
perfectly fine. However, 
he was very angry and 
said that they are sub-
jecting him to mental 
torture."She added that 
Imran remained con-
fined to his room most 
of the day with limited 

time outside and no commu-
nication with anyone. 

BUREAU 
CHANDIGARH, DEC 2

Haryana Chief Minister,  Nayab Singh 
Saini, on Tuesday released ‘Sadan 
Sandesh’, a magazine of Haryana 
Vidhan Sabha. Calling it a pivotal ini-
tiative in the direction of mass commu-
nication by the Assembly, the Chief 
Minister said that this is not merely the 
release of a magazine, but the beginning 
of a new vision, a new direction, and a 
renewed resolve.

The event, held in the premises of 
the Haryana Vidhan Sabha, was attend-
ed by Vidhan Sabha Speaker Sh. Har-
vinder Kalyan, Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister, Sh. Mahipal Dhanda, Deputy 
Speaker, Dr. Krishan Lal Middha, 
MLA,  Sh. B.B. Batra, along with sever-
al Ministers, MLAs, and senior officers.

Congratulating the Vidhan Sabha 
Speaker, Sh. Harvinder Kalyan and all 
officers and staff associated with the 
publication, the Chief Minister said 
that ‘Sadan Sandesh’ will act as a pow-

erful bridge of communication between 
the people and the House. The maga-
zine will not only help convey the pro-
ceedings, decisions, and legislative pro-
cesses of the Assembly to the public, but 

will also play a vital role in strengthen-
ing democratic values. Through this 
publication, citizens will gain struc-
tured and accessible information on the 
activities of the House, policy discus-

sions, and significant legislative initia-
tives, said Sh. Nayab Singh Saini.

Nayab Singh Saini said that the 
objective of this magazine is to pro-
vide useful information to members 
and readers and to serve as a platform 
for the expression of ideas. This pub-
lication will be an effective medium 
to reinforce democratic values, leg-
islative traditions, and the dignity of 
the House. ‘Sadan Sandesh’ will 
serve as a living document of demo-
cratic processes, acting as a valuable 
guide for researchers, students, and 
all citizens who wish to understand 
legislative functioning more deeply, 
he said.

The Chief Minister said that India 
is the world’s largest and most vibrant 
democracy. Its real strength lies not 
merely in elections, but in the trust that 
people place in their elected representa-
tives. When an ordinary citizen casts a 
vote, they entrust their dreams, hopes, 
and expectations to their representa-
tive. 

Hry CM releases Vidhan Sabha’s Magazine ‘Sadan Sandesh’

Kohli refuses to play 
Vijay Hazare Trophy, 

leaves BCCI in doldrum

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann pays 
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi in Tokyo

Imran "perfectly fine", says sister 
after meeting him at Adiala jail

Kremlin says India 
a ‘great friend’ 

ahead of Putin visit

Apple to resist 'Sanchar Saathi' 
order amid political outcry
NEW DELHI: Apple does not plan to comply with a mandate to preload its smart-
phones with a state-owned cyber safety app and will convey its concerns to New Del-
hi, three sources familiar with the matter said, after the government's move sparked 
surveillance concerns. The Indian government has confidentially ordered companies 
including Apple, Samsung and Xiaomi to preload their phones with an app called 
Sanchar Saathi, or Communication Partner, within 90 days. The app is intended to track 
stolen phones, block them and prevent them from being misused. The government also 
wants manufacturers to ensure that the app is not disabled. And for devices already in the 
supply chain, manufacturers should push the app to phones via software updates, Reuters 
was first to report on Monday. India's telecom ministry confirmed the move later, describing 
it as a security measure to combat "serious endangerment" of cyber security. But Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's political opponents and privacy advocates criticized the move, 
saying it is a way for the government to gain access to India's 730 million smartphones. 
Apple does not plan to comply with the directive and will tell the government it does not fol-
low such mandates anywhere in the world as they raise a host of privacy and security is-
sues for the company's iOS ecosystem.

India's third ballistic submarine INS 
Aridaman to be commissioned soon
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Preventive and strong actions underway in Mandi to
curb chitta: DC Apoorv Devgan
MANDI: Deputy Commissioner Apoorv Devgan chaired the monthly review meeting of the Narco Coordination Commit-
tee (NCORD) at Police Lines Mandi today. He emphasised that broad community participation is essential to make the anti-

drug campaign more effective. The meeting also reviewed the progress on the
formation of anti-drug committees at the panchayat level. The Deputy Com-
missioner said that the anti-drug drive is being taken deeper to the grassroots,
and various activities will be held at the panchayat level. Coordination com-
mittees are being formed in every panchayat. With the support of these com-
mittees, walkathons will be organised in the third, fourth and last week of De-
cember. Sports competitions will also be held in schools, with one teacher ap-
pointed as a member from each institution. 

NEWS BRIEF
Pensioner service camps to be
organized in District Treasury and
Sub-Treasury offices from Dec 4 to 6 
PARAMJIT  SINGH  
JALANDHAR: District Treasury Officer
Amarnath informed that pensioner
service camps are being organized in
District Treasury Office and other Sub-

Treasury Offices of the
district Phillaur, Nakodar,
Shahkot from 4 to 6
December 2025. He
informed that pensioner
service camps will be
organized in Jalandhar
itself for pensioners of

Sub-Treasury Offices Kartarpur and
Bhogpur.

SUMER GARG 
CHANDIGARH, DEC 2

A meeting for the elections of Pun-
jab state president of IMA for the
year 2027 was held under the chair-
manship of Dr Vikas Chhabra at
IMA Bhawan Jalandhar. Chief
electoral officer, Dr. Rakesh Vij,
election officer, Dr. Rajendra Shar-
ma after consensus, announced the
nomination of renowned eye spe-
cialist Dr. Sanjeev Goyal, Faridkot,
senior executive president of the In-

ternational Vaish Federation (IVF),
Punjab State, as the president of

IMA for Punjab state. The State
President, Dr. Vikas Chhabra said

that about 12 thousand MBBS and
all the specialist doctors, private
hospital operators and doctors
serving in government services
working in the medical field in Pun-
jab are the members of IMA Pun-
jab. 

He further said that this organi-
zation, which plays an active role
for the genuine rights of doctors
and social work at the national lev-
el, is an influential organization in
all the states. IVF, Punjab State
President, Surinder Singla; Secre-

tary, Harkesh Mittal; Treasurer,
Rupinder Goyal Kilianwali; Na-
tional Patron members including
Saurabh Garg, Sham Lal Jindal
Ganga, Pritam Bansal, Sushil
Bansal Goldie Sangat, Ghanshyam
Kansal Sunam, Vipin Jain Shra-
man Ludhiana, Dinesh Modi, Fazil-
ka; Hiramani Agarwal, Gurdaspur
gave congratulation and best wish-
es to Dr. Sanjeev Goyal was unani-
mously elected as the President of
IMA Punjab for the year 2027.
Spokesperson of the organization,

Sumer Garg said that Dr. Sanjeev
Goyal an eye specialist, is playing
the role of a diligent social worker
in other social works. Presently,
Dr. Goyal is working as Senior Vice
President and Finance Secretary of
IMA Punjab. He has received hon-
ors at national and state level from
time to time. Sumer Garg further
said that Dr. Sanjeev Goyal has also
been honored with OP Jindal
award by Union Minister, Piyush
Goyal and IVF Punjab for his com-
mendable services.

Dr. Sanjeev Goyal is the new chief of IMA Punjab
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Blood donation camp today in memory of Tarsem Lal Agarwal
KHARAR (SHASHI PAL JAIN): A blood donation camp dedicated to the memory of late Tarsem Lal Agarwal is being organized
today on 3rd December from 10 am to 3 pm at the local grain market, Kharar.

Giving information in this regard, Advocate Davinder Gupta said that this camp is being organized by the Lions Club Kharar
Umang. He said that Tarsem Lal Agarwal had passed away on 21st November and a prayer meeting and Pagree ceremony will be
held at the Grain Market today from 2 to 3 pm. Tarsem Lal's son Subhash Agarwal is the prominent member of this club.

CHANDIGARH
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J.K.  BATTA
CHANDIGARH, DEC 2

Duly registered under the So-
cieties Act, 1860, the Health-
care Leaders' Collective Foun-
dation aims to inspire leader-
ship, foster collaboration, and
bring about transformative
reforms in the health system. 

Chief Guest Dr Kuldeep
Singh, Director General
Health Services (Programs),
Health Department, Haryana,
graced the event with his gra-
cious presence. He formally
inaugurated the Foundation
and emphasised the impor-
tance of collective leadership
in strengthening the health
system. 

The Guest of Honour was
Professor Vipin Kumar
Kaushal, Medical Superinten-
dent, PGIMER, Chandigarh.
In his keynote address, Dr
Kuldeep Singh emphasised
the need to address structural
and operational gaps in the
health system. He highlighted
the efforts being made by the
government to strengthen
healthcare systems. He urged

physicians, hospital adminis-
trators, and private hospital
leadership to strengthen coor-
dination and ensure strict ad-
herence to regulatory stan-
dards and compliance frame-
works in hospitals/clinics. In
his address, Prof. Vipin Ku-
mar Kaushal emphasised the
need to make wellness, pre-
ventive health, and early in-
terventions the foundation of
a modern healthcare system.

Dr. Vandana Sharma,
Founder and President of the
Healthcare Leaders' Collec-
tive Foundation, introduced
the event's theme,
"Aarambh," describing it as

the beginning of a new era in
healthcare leadership. She
highlighted the critical role of
leadership in developing col-
laborative excellence, knowl-
edge sharing, and future-ori-
ented health systems. 

Mr Ravinder Pal Chawla
and Mr Vijay Sonam,
Founders of the Healthcare
Leaders' Collective Founda-
tion, reiterated the Founda-
tion's objective, stating that
the Healthcare Leaders' Col-
lective Foundation aims to
strengthen India's healthcare
systems through leadership
development, policy dialogue,
knowledge exchange.

Healthcare leaders' collective
foundation launched

VERMA
GURDASPUR,  DEC 2

St. Andrew’s Convent School,
Pathankot has once again
achieved an outstanding mile-
stone by receiving the presti-
gious “Pride of the School
Award” at the FAP (Federation
of Private Schools and Associa-
tions of Punjab, Registered) Na-
tional Awards 2025. This honor
has become a moment of im-
mense pride and inspiration for
the entire school community.

This award was presented
to Mr. Ramesh Saini in recog-
nition of his remarkable lead-
ership, dedication, integrity,
and consistent hard work,
which have enabled the school
to reach new heights. His vision
and tireless efforts have further
strengthened the foundation of
the school in academics, disci-

pline, and overall development.
The event was graced by
renowned Punjabi singer Jas-
bir Jassi as the chief guest. His
motivational words and vi-
brant presence enhanced the
beauty of the ceremony and in-
fused new energy and enthusi-
asm among teachers and all at-
tendees.Teachers and staff of
the school expressed their hap-
piness, stating that this achieve-
ment is the result of the collec-
tive efforts of the entire St. An-
drew’s family—students, teach-
ers, parents, and administra-
tion. The award stands as proof
that sincerity, hard work, and
commitment always lead to
success. Under the strong lead-
ership of Mr. Ramesh Saini, St.
Andrew’s Convent School con-
tinues to excel in academics, co-
curricular activities, and value-
based education. 

St. Andrew’s convent school honored
with “Pride of the School Award” at FAP

National Awards 2025

Khokha in Gandhi
Bazaar Kharar reduced
to ashes due to fire
SHASHI  PAL  JAIN
KHARAR: Khokha belonging to Sikander Lal
Luthra located in Gandhi Bazaar, Kharar, was
reduced to ashes last night due to fire. He said
that as soon as he got the information about this,
he called the fire brigade and tried to extinguish
the fire, but by that time the entire hut had burnt
down. In this regard, Sikander Lal Luthra has
given a complaint to SHO of Kharar Police
Station and demanded action in this regard.

JAGDEEP SINGH GILL
JAITU,  DEC 2

The news of the Congress Par-
ty candidates going to the
polls in the district council
and block committee of Ba-
jakhana has been received
from the Congress Party's
constituency in-charge Dar-
shan Singh Dhillwan in town
Bajakhana. On this occasion,
Bibi Gurmel Kaur Ramana,
wife of George Singh Romana,
was declared the candidate for
the district council and
Jaswant Singh Tantu Malla
was declared the candidate for
the block committee. On this
occasion, Block President

Prabhjit Singh Brar, Bhagat
Singh Chahal, former mem-
ber of the Block Committee,
Sukhdev Singh Dhaliwal, Ra-
mana Ajit Singh, Nirmal
Singh, Pama Chahal, Deepa
Singh, member, Jagsir Singh,
Juga, Kalvit Singh, Dr. Kewal
Krishna Sharma Malla, Hari
Sharma, former head, Kala
Singh, former member,
Sakhdeep Singh, Kamalpreet
Singh, Paramjit Singh, former
member, Bhabhidar Singh,
former headman, Jaswinder
Singh, former headman, Jag-
tar Singh, Jagsir Singh Dhali-
wal, Harnek Singh, former
headman, Dr. Jagroop Singh,
Jassa Singh Gill etc.

SHASHI PAL JAIN
MOHALI,  DEC 2

The Management Committee
of the historical Gurdwara
Singh Shaheedan Sohana re-
leased the religious song 'Hap-
py Birthday Baba Ji' dedi-
cated to the birth anniver-
sary of Amar Shaheed
Jathedar Baba Hanuman
Singh Ji. 

This religious song has
been written, composed
and sung by Asees Kaur
herself. The music of the
song has been given by
Mr. Dap and the video di-
rector of this song is Bob-
by Bajwa.

The producer and source
of inspiration of this song is
eminent social worker Mr.
Sarvjit Singh Ji, this song has
been produced by Dheeraj Ra-
jput. The costume design of
this song has been done by em-
inent designer Guneet Kaur. 

In this song, Asees Kaur
congratulates all the devotees
on the birthday of Shaheed
Jathedar Baba Hanuman

Singh Ji and says that when
the devotees leave their pride
and come to this place with hu-
mility, attend and serve, Baba
Ji fulfills their every wish. It is
worth mentioning that even
before this, the songs sung by

Asees in praise of Baba Ji,
“Singh Shaheed Da Dera”,
“Thoda Sohna Hai Darbar”,
“Pyaar Beshumar”, “Pavan
Asthan Singh Shaheed Da”,
“Singh Shaheed Baba Ji Da
Jaikara”, “Janam Din Di
Mubarakabad” have been re-
ceived with love.

and enthusiasm by the
devotees. This song can be
viewed on the YouTube link
Asees Records.

R N KHERA 
CHANDIGARH, DEC 2

Amit Kumar, IAS, Commis-
sioner, Municipal Corpora-
tion Chandigarh accompa-
nied by concerned officials of
the Municipal Corporation
and Ward No. 8 Councillor Sh.
Harjeet Singh, conducted an
extensive visit to Mauli Ja-
gran & Makhan Majra to take
stock of ongoing development

works and address pending is-
sues of the area.

During the inspection,
Councillor Harjeet Singh
briefed the Commissioner
about various long-pending
works in the ward. He high-
lighted the condition of the
dirty drain and requested its
concrete construction. He also
pointed out two to three inter-
nal streets in Mauli Jagran
that remain incomplete.

In Raipur Kalan, the de-
mand for a new tubewell and
a park was raised, along with
the requirement of CCTV
cameras for all three villages
of Ward No. 8. A request for
another new tubewell for
Raipur Khurd was also
placed. 

In Makhan Majra, the
need for installing paver
blocks on the Firni Road and
strengthening the road lead-

ing to the cremation ground
was discussed. Additionally,
the Councillor requested the
opening of a facilitation cen-
tre in Mauli Jagran for resi-
dents’ convenience.

The Commissioner care-
fully listened to all concerns
raised by the Councillor and
village residents. He directed
the officials to expedite all
pending development works
in Ward No. 8 at the earliest.

MC Commissioner Amit Kumar takes stock of dev
works in Ward No. 8: Mauli Jagran &  Makhan Majra

ZIRAKPUR,  DEC 2

GP Public High School organ-
ized a grand Multi-Discipli-
nary Exhibition showcasing
models from Science, Social
Science, Hindi, Mathematics,
EVS, English, Punjabi and
Music. 

Students presented cre-
ative and well-researched

models on healthy food, natu-
ral phenomena, and various
academic themes. 

They confidently ex-
plained their work, demon-
strating excellent speaking
and presentation skills. Par-
ents and visitors appreciated
the hard work, innovation,
and enthusiasm displayed by
the students.

Congress has fielded its candidates for
ZP and Block Samiti from 

Zone Bajakhana

CHANDIGARH: The Chandi-
garh Police on Monday arrest-
ed a 20-year-old repeat offender
from Hallomajra after he was
found carrying a spring-operat-
ed button knife. The action was
taken under the directions of
Woman SSP Kanwardeep
Kaur, with guidance from
Woman SP City KM Priyanka
and supervision of SDPO South
Anurag Daru. The operation
was led by Inspector Rajiv Ku-
mar, SHO of Police Station Sec-
tor 31.

According to police, ASI
Sagar and Constable Sanjeev
Kumar were patrolling near
the CRPF wall in Hallomajra
around 4.20 pm when they no-
ticed a suspicious youth who
tried to turn away and walk
fast. He was chased and appre-

hended. During the search, the
knife was recovered from the
right pocket of his lower. The
accused was identified as Dev
alias Etta, a resident of Deep
Complex, Hallomajra. He failed
to produce any licence or per-
mit for the weapon. Police said
the recovered weapon has been
seized and Dev has been arrest-
ed in FIR No. 231 dated Decem-
ber 1 under the Arms Act at Po-
lice Station Sector 31. Prelimi-
nary probe revealed that the ac-
cused is a school dropout and
works as a labourer. Police also
confirmed that Dev has a
lengthy criminal record, with
at least seven previous cases
registered against him since
2019, including theft, house-
breaking, assault and an earli-
er Arms Act offence.

Accused arrested with 
knife in Sector-31

Police nab multiple proclaimed
offenders across region

CHANDIGARH: In a major breakthrough, the PO & Summon
staff of Chandigarh Police, acting on the directions of SSP UT
Chandigarh and under the supervision of Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Vijay Singh, arrested several proclaimed offend-
ers and absconders in recent operations. The team was headed
by Inspector Sher Singh, in charge of the PO & Summon staff.

Among those apprehended was Bablu, a resident of DMC
Colony, Chandigarh, who was wanted in a 2017 NDPS case reg-
istered at Police Station Maloya. He was produced before the
court of Judicial Magistrate Ajay and remanded to judicial cus-
tody at Model Jail, Burail.

In another action, police arrested Ashok Saksena from Ku-
rali in connection with a cheque bounce case. He was produced
before the court of Judicial Magistrate Ramandeep Kaur in
Chandigarh and later granted bail. Ajeet Singh of Chandigarh,
also wanted in multiple cheque dishonour cases, was arrested
and produced before Duty Magistrate Jaspreet Kaur, who re-
leased him on bail. The police further arrested Karan Kumar
from Dhanas in a 2022 cheque bounce case and produced him
before Judicial Magistrate Mohit Singh. 

SUMER GARG
LEHRAGAGA, DEC 2

Cabinet Minister Barinder
Kumar Goyal stated that the
Punjab Govt has consistently
maintained that this year’s
devastating floods in the State
were not caused by any short-
comings in governance or
dam management. Instead,
the floods occurred due to un-
precedented and excessive
rainfall. Whenever the Pun-
jab Govt or its representatives
presented these facts, opposi-
tion parties contradicted
them and targeted the Gov-
ernment with baseless accu-
sations.

However, responding to a
question raised by Rajya Sab-
ha MP, Sanjay Raut, the
Union Minister of State for
Jal Shakti, Raj Bhushan
Chaudhary, has now clearly
confirmed that the floods oc-
curred due to extreme rainfall
and not due to any lapse in
dam management. This state-
ment validates the facts con-
sistently presented by the

Punjab Government and
proves the allegations of the
opposition to be false. While
addressing a press conference
at Saurabh Complex, Lehra,
Goyal added that when the
floods hit Punjab, the union
agriculture minister, Shivraj
Singh Chauhan visited the
State but made another base-
less claim that mining activi-
ties caused the floods. Techni-
cally, he said, no such evi-
dence has ever emerged. The
Minister further clarified that
in the legislative assembly,
opposition members falsely
alleged that 7.15 lakh cusecs
of water were released from
the Ranjit Sagar Dam. 

BALWINDER AZAD 
BHADAUR, DEC 2  

The leading institution of
Malwa region, Miri Piri Khal-
sa College Bhadaur, which is
working under the manage-
ment of Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Shri Amritsar
Sahib. 

A special awareness lec-
ture was organized at the in-
stitution. Giving information
in this regard, Dr. Vandana
Sukhija, Program Officer of
Red Ribbon Club, said that a
special awareness lecture was
organized on the occasion of
World AIDS Day in the col-
lege with the support of Red
Ribbon Club and N. S. S. Unit.
The theme of World AIDS

Day this year was "Overcom-
ing Barriers, Changing the
Response to AIDS". During
this, Dr. Deepak Singla spe-
cially reached the college. He
gave valuable information to
the students about the causes
of spread of AIDS and preven-
tion. He shared his thoughts
in detail with the students
about H. I. V. and AIDS. Dur-
ing this, he said that H. I. V.
The full meaning of HIV is
Human Immunodeficiency
Virus. It is a virus that de-
stroys the ability of our body
to fight diseases. It can be con-
trolled to some extent. He fur-
ther explained that AIDS is
not spread by shaking hands,
sitting with an infected per-
son, etc. 

Awareness program organized on
occasion of World AIDS day at Miri Piri

Khalsa College Bhadaur

SHASHI PAL JAIN
KHARAR,  DEC 2

After completion of sixty years
of BSF, Diamond Jubilee Cele-
brations has been conducted at
Headquarters Special DG BSF,
Western Command at both the
Campuses; BSF Campus
Lakhnaur (Mohali) and BSF
HQ Industrial Area, Phase-II,
Chandigarh.

Shri Satish S Khandare,
IPS, ADG, BSF (Western Com-
mand) presided over the BSF
Raising Day Celebration.

A Press Briefing was
chaired by ADG (WC) address-
ing national and regional me-
dia representatives. ADG
briefed media regarding BSF
achievements, and welfare
schemes rolled out by Govt. of
India in favor of BSF serving &
retired personnel.

A Barakhana and Cultural
Programme were organized at
BSF Campus Lakhnaur, which
was attended by BSF troops
and retired BSF personnel.

Western Command, Border Se-
curity Force, Chandigarh or-
ganized BSF Diamond Jubilee
celebration at both the BSF
Campuses, Lakhnaur Campus
(Mohali) and Industrial Area,
Phase-II, Chandigarh. Shri
Satish S Khandare, IPS, ADG,
BSF along with all the Western
Command Seema Praharis
saluted the national flag and
paid heartfelt tribute to the
BSF martyrs who sacrificed
their lives for the security of the
nation. Thereafter, ADG
chaired a Press Briefing at BSF
Lakhnaur Campus, Mohali.
Addressing the national and re-
gional media representatives,
he informed that BSF was
raised on 01 December 1965, as

the ‘First Line of Defence’ with
25 Battalions and now has 193
Battalions and safeguards total
6386 Kilometers of Interna-
tional border along Pakistan
and Bangladesh. Western
Command of BSF is manning
2289.66 Kms on Indo-Pak Bor-
der. Despite the difficult terrain
and harsh climatic conditions,
BSF Jawans are effectively
preventing cross-border
crimes such as infiltration,
smuggling of narcotics, arms,
ammunition etc. Highlighting
the efforts of BSF to thwart the
nefarious designs of the enemy,
the Additional Director Gener-
al apprised the media of vari-
ous operations and their
achievements.

BSF celebrates its diamond
Jubilee year of raising

Singer Asees Kaur's religious song 'Happy
Birthday Baba Ji' dedicated to Amar Shaheed

Jathedar Baba Hanuman Singh released

SHASHI PAL JAIN
MOHALI,  DEC 2

Jasjit Singh, PCS, has as-
sumed the office of Joint
Commissioner, Municipal
Corporation SAS Nagar, in
compliance with the orders
issued by the Department of
Personnel (IAS Branch), Gov-
ernment of Punjab.

Prior to this posting,
Jasjit Singh, PCS, was serv-
ing as the Chief Minister’s
Field Officer, Rupnagar. In
his previous assignments, he
has been associated with field
administration and the im-
plementation of key govern-
ment programmes, bringing
valuable experience in gover-
nance and public service. 

He handled public griev-
ances in District Rupnagar
and was entrusted with re-
sponsibilities related to the
Holla Mohalla festival, coor-
dination for the procurement
of wheat and paddy, and the
Special Session of the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha held at Sri
Anandpur Sahib on the occa-

sion of the 350th Martyrdom
Year of Guru Teg Bahadur Ji.

As Joint Commissioner,
Municipal Corporation SAS
Nagar, he will play a crucial
role in strengthening urban
governance, improving civic
services, and supporting on-
going development initia-
tives in the fast-growing city
of Sahibzada Ajit Singh Na-
gar. The post is central to the
coordination of municipal
branches and the implemen-
tation of policies aimed at bet-
ter sanitation, infrastructure
development, and citizen-cen-
tric service delivery in the
Corporation area.

Jasjit Singh assumes charge as
Joint Commissioner, MC SAS Nagar

GP Public High School organizes
multi-disciplinary exhibition

SAS Nagar police conducts
CASO at Dera Bassi; one
held with illegal pistol

VICKY  PABHAT
DERA  BASSI: On the directions of SSP,
Harmandeep Hans, IPS, and SP (Rural)
Shri Manpreet Singh, PPS, SAS Nagar
Police conducted a Special CASO
(Cordon and Search Operation) in Dera
Bassi today. The operation, supervised
by DSP Bikramjit Singh Brar, PPS, was
carried out by teams led by Inspector
Sumit Mor, SHO Dera Bassi, and
Inspector Ranvir Singh, SHO Lalru, at
Deha Basti and Guru Nanak Colony,
Mubarikpur. During the operation, police
apprehended Upinder Singh s/o Menpal
Singh, resident of Guru Nanak Colony,
Daffarpur, and recovered an illegal .32
caliber pistol, five live cartridges of .315
caliber, and one live cartridge of .32
caliber from him. 

Union govt endorses facts presented
by Punjab govt on floods : Goyal

SUKH NAHAR 
JAGRAON, DEC2

Shiromani Akali Dal Presi-
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal
visited the Jagraon area to-
day, where, he honoured Di-
dar Singh Dhillon, a resident
of village Malik and former
Chairman of Block Samiti
Jagraon with a siropa and
announced him as the Zila
Parishad candidate from the
Galib Kalan Zone. 

Badal was accompanied by

former MLA S.R. Kaler, Shi-
romani Committee member
Gurcharan Singh Grewal,
District President Chand
Singh Dalla, Jaskaran Deol,
Swarn Singh Chhajjawal,
Tarsem Singh Chachrari,
Harpal Singh Kothe Pona,
and other Akali leaders.
Badal lauded the party work-
ers for their dedication and
constant support and as-
sured that the party shall
emerge victorious in the elec-
tions. 

SAD announces Deedar Singh as Zila
Parishad candidate from galib zone

Grand 25-Day Gurmat celebration
marks 350th Martyrdom Anniversary
of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 

DALJEET  AJNOHA
HOSHIARPUR: A grand 25-day Gurmat
celebration was organized by the
management committee of the New Guru
Sahib at Patti village, Hoshiarpur district,
to commemorate the 350th martyrdom
anniversary of Satguru Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib Ji along with his disciples
Bhai Mati Dass Ji, Bhai Sati Dass Ji, and
Bhai Diala Ji.Throughout the 25-day event
held at the New Gurudwara Sahib, large
numbers of local Sangat gathered daily to
participate in the recitation of the Mool
Mantra and reading of the Shalok of Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji composed in the ninth
Mehl. The event also featured continuous
narrations highlighting the glorious history
and sacrifice of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji.In
the concluding days, after the completion
of Akhand Paath Sahib, the Kirtanis of the
Gurudwara enthralled the Sangat with
Katha Kirtan, Gurmat discussions.



RADHE SHYAM SHARMA
MORINDA, DEC 2

Cases of snatching are increas-
ing day by day in Morinda. On
Monday afternoon, two uniden-
tified motorcycle-borne miscre-
ants snatched gold earrings
from a 67-year-old woman in
Ward No. 5 on Sugar Mill Road
and fled. After pulling off the
earrings, the assailants pushed
the elderly woman to the
ground, leaving her with torn
ears and injuries on her head
and arm. 

The incident was captured on
the CCTV camera installed at
the victim’s house. Another
similar incident took place six
days earlier at Unchi Ghati,
where an elderly woman was
returning home after buying
medicines. 

Two masked youth arrived
on a motorcycle, snatched her
earrings and sped away. Their

act was also recorded on CCTV.
When a passer-by tried to stop
them, they allegedly threatened
him with a sharp-edged weapon
before escaping.  The victims’
families have filed complaints
with the police. The increasing
snatching incidents in the city
are raising serious questions
over the efficiency of the police
administration.
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VB nabs rent collector red handed accepting bribe of Rs 3 lakh
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab Vigilance Bureau (VB) during its drive against corruption in the state, nabbed Mohammad
Iqbal, Rent Collector posted at Punjab Wakf Board Zira, district Ferozepur red handed while he was accepting a bribe of
Rs. 3,00,000/- as second installment. Disclosing this here today, an official spokesperson of the VB said that the complainant
was a resident of Gurudwara Singh Sabha Zira, district Ferozepur. 

He informed that the complainant has approached the VB and alleged that the accused rent collector was demanding
a bribe of Rs. 5,40,000/-  to be given to the senior official for giving possession of land allotted by Wakf Board Zira to the
complainant. In this regard, accused already had taken a partial bribe of Rs 70,000/-  as token money from the complainant
as first instalment. He revealed that the complainant had already paid the government  fees of Rs. 2.98 lakh through
cheques in the name of Waqf Board Zira, including rent amount of the property to be taken on lease from the Waqf Board
Zira and these cheques have been recovered by the VB team during the raid from the office of accused rent collector Mo-
hammad Iqbal.

CHANDIGARH
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2025

GAURAV GOEL
CHANDIGARH, DEC 2

In a move to further intensify
efforts to curb female foeti-
cide, Punjab Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Minister Dr Bal-
bir Singh on Tuesday set an
ambitious target for the state
to surpass the national aver-
age in improving the sex ratio
by next year.

The Health Minister,
while chairing a state-level ca-
pacity building workshop on
Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal
Diagnostic Techniques (Pro-
hibition of Sex Selection) Act
(PC–PNDT) in Chandigarh,
called upon all Civil Surgeons
and healthcare workers right
up to ASHA workers, for con-
stant vigilance, to monitor
pregnancies and prevent this
unethical practice. 

He exhorted health offi-
cials to ensure active tracking
of every pregnant woman and
said there cannot be a worse
crime than killing a girl child.

Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the PC-PNDT Act—
which was enacted in 1994

and strengthened in 2003 to
prevent the misuse of medical
technology for sex determina-
tion, the Minister stressed
that the law is effective only
when society stands behind it.
He reminded participants
that no person is allowed to
seek the sex of an unborn
child and no doctor or clinic is
permitted to disclose it,
adding that any such act is se-
vere crime and carries strict
penalties, including imprison-

ment and cancellation of li-
cences. Dr Balbir Singh ex-
pressed concern that Punjab
had historically faced a wor-
rying imbalance between the
number of boys and girls, fu-
elled by social discrimination,
regressive mindsets and the
inhuman practice of female
foeticide.

He noted that due to strict
enforcement of the law, tar-
geted monitoring, raids, regis-
tration systems and sustained

awareness campaigns under
the Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann led Punjab Gov-
ernment Government, the sit-
uation has begun to improve.
Citing the Civil Registration
System, he shared that Pun-
jab’s sex ratio at birth im-
proved from 906 females per
1000 males in 2021–22 to 922
in 2023 and 921 in 2024, re-
flecting a 16-point rise due to
coordinated efforts across the
state.

Health min sets target to surpass national
average in sex ratio by next year

Capital Small Finance bank donates Rs 31
lakh to CM's Rangla Punjab fund

Last date for filing nominations
4th December: Returning
Officer Jalandhar West
PARAMJIT  SINGH
JALANDHAR: Returning Officer Block
Jalandhar West-cum-Sub Divisional
Magistrate Jalandhar-2 Shayari
Malhotra informed that the election of
19 zones of Panchayat Samiti
Jalandhar West is to be held, for which
the last date for filing nominations is
4th December. She informed that the
candidate or his proposer can submit
the nomination paper along with the
declaration to her (Returning Officer
Block Jalandhar West) at the Court
Room, Sub Divisional Magistrate
Jalandhar-2, District Administrative
Complex Jalandhar office for
Panchayat Samiti Zones Athola
(General), Bhikha Nangal (Female),
Bidhipur (Female), Brahmpur (SC),
Chitti (Female), Dhaliwal (Female),
Fateh Jalal (SC), Gill (SC Female) and
Gona Chak (General).
He informed that the declaration along
with nomination papers can be
submitted to the Assistant Returning
Officer (Deputy Tehsildar Jalandhar-2)
at Office Room No.7 Court Room
Tehsildar, Jalandhar-2 for Panchayat
Samiti Zones Kahlwan (General),
Khaira Majha (General), Kurali (SC
Female), Lambra (SC), Mand (SC
Female), Randhawa Masanda
(Female), Sarai Khas (General), Tajpur
(SC), Wadala (SC Female) and
Wariana (SC).

Master Parikshit Rattan
honoured with ‘Pride of India’
Award at FAP National Awards

AMRISH  ANAND  
DORAHA: Master Parikshit
Rattan,Grade 5 a talented student of
Mount International School, has been
honoured with the prestigious Pride of
India – Sports Achievement Award
(Student Category) at the FAP
National Awards 2025. The award
ceremony was held at Chandigarh
University, Ludhiana–Chandigarh
Road, Gharuan.This distinguished
recognition highlights Parikshit’s
dedication to sports, his remarkable
performance, and his commendable
efforts at such a young age. His
achievement stands as a source of
inspiration for students who aspire to
excel both in the sporting arena and in
life.The management of Mount
International School extended heartfelt
congratulations to Parikshit, his
parents, and his mentors for this
exceptional accomplishment, wishing
him continued success.

Free heart check-up camp
organized by Hero Heart in Doraha;
Over 150 people screened

AMRISH  ANAND  
DORAHA: A free heart check-up camp
was organized in Doraha by the Hero
Heart Centre of Dayanand Hospital,
Ludhiana, in collaboration with the
Youth Welfare Club. Under the
leadership of Dr. Abhishek Goel, a
special medical team conducted blood
tests, sugar tests, and other necessary
examinations for more than 150
people, providing free medicines and
medical advice. MLA  Payal
Mr.Manwinder Singh Giaspura,
Municipal Council President
Sudarshan Sharma, former MLA
Lakhvir Singh Lakha, former Municipal
Council President Bant Singh Doburji,
Dr. J.L. Anand, social worker Jandeep
Kaushal, social activist Neetu Singh,
Councillor Vipin Sethi, BJP leader
Jatinder Sharma, and BJP’s Ashish
Sood were present and appealed to
people to stay aware of their health.

Satnam Singh Sandhu raises
issue of ‘Denial of Entry to
Hindu Pilgrims’ visiting Pak on
Gurupurab in Parliament

ARVIND  PATHAK
SULTANPUR  LODHI: Member of
Parliament (Rajya Sabha), Satnam
Singh Sandhu has raised the issue of
‘discriminatory denial of entry’ to Hindu
pilgrims at the Wagah–Attari border,
even though they were part of the
official Sikh jatha travelling to Pakistan
to mark the Guru Nanak Dev Ji’s
Parkash Purab. Condemning the
incident as discriminatory and
provocative, MP Satnam Sandhu while
speaking in the House through
‘Special Mention’ during the on-going
Winter Session of Parliament, urged
the Union Government to take up the
matter with Pakistani authorities to
ensure that such incidents do not
recur in future so that “no pilgrim ever
faces such humiliation or
disappointment again”.Notably, out of
total 2,100 people whom the Union
Home Ministry had cleared to visit
Pakistan after latter had issued visas
and travel documents, around 1,900
people entered Pak via the Wagah
border on November 4, marking the
first people-to-people contact since
Operation Sindoor, the four-day
military conflict between India and
Pakistan in May this year. But the
Pakistani authorities stopped 14 Hindu
pilgrims from entering the country
despite they were the part of the Sikh
jatha visiting Nankana Sahib. The
pilgrims from India visit sacred shrines
on four different occasions every year
in Pakistan.

CHANDIGARH, DEC 2

Punjab Finance Minister Ad-
vocate Harpal Singh Cheema
on Tuesday underscored the
vital importance of Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR),
asserting that every corpo-
rate entity must undertake
CSR activities to be fully ac-
countable for its impact on so-
ciety. The Finance Minister
made these remarks while
formally receiving a substan-
tial donation for the Chief

Minister's Rangla Punjab
Fund.

The contribution, a
cheque of Rs 31 lakh, was
handed over to the Finance
Minister by Sarvjit Singh
Samra, Managing Director
and CEO of Capital Small Fi-
nance Bank. Finance Minis-
ter Cheema lauded the Bank
for its generous donation,
commending their commit-
ment to social accountability.

Highlighting the crucial
purpose behind the fund, Fi-

nance Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema said that the funds
being donated to the Chief
Minister's Rangla Punjab
Fund are being utilised
specifically to provide sup-
port to the families across the
state that have been affected
by the worst floods this year.
He said that this significant
contribution from Capital
Small Finance Bank will di-
rectly aid the ongoing relief
and rehabilitation efforts for
these families.

SGGS World University holds historical
educational visit dedicated to 350th
Martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji

FATEHGARH SAHIB (AJAY MALHOTRA): A unique one-day
educational visit dedicated to the 350th martyrdom of Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji, deeply associated with faith, devotion, and
Sikh heritage, was organized by the Department of History at
Sri Guru Granth Sahib World University, Fatehgarh Sahib. 

During the visit, postgraduate students visited five promi-
nent gurdwaras in the Fatehgarh Sahib district, which Guru
Tegh Bahadur Ji had visited during his Malwa region travels.
These sacred sites—Gurdwara Sri Patshahi (Ninth) Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib, Mukarompur; Gurdwara Sri Tegh Bahadur
Sahib Ji, Patshahi Nauvin, Sampli; Gurdwara Sri Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib, Pamour; Gurdwara Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib,
Patshahi Nauvin, Nandpur; and Gurdwara Sri Guru Tegh Ba-
hadur Sahib, Kallaur—stand as living symbols of Sikh history.
During the visit, students gained valuable insights into the his-
tory of these gurdwaras as well as the sacred life.

JS SODHI 
JALANDHAR, DEC 2  

Deputy Commissioner Dr. Hi-
manshu Aggrawal today em-
phasized that departments must
ensure strict compliance with
the SOP while carrying out road
excavation.

He clearly stated that if the
SOP is not followed during exca-
vation work, strict action will be
taken against the concerned de-
partment. While presiding over
a meeting with officials of vari-
ous departments at the District
Administrative Complex, the
Deputy Commissioner directed
the officers that whenever road
excavation is to be carried out,
the concerned department must
ensure SOP compliance. If there
are any sewer lines, cables, or
other pipelines beneath the road,
accurate mapping should be
done beforehand. He instructed

the departments that only after
completing the mapping process
should excavation be initiated.
During the course of excavation,
the concerned department must
install awareness boards at the
site for public convenience, men-
tioning “Work in Progress,” the
name of the department, and the
expected completion date of the
work. He issued strict directions
to the departments that restor-
ing the dug-up road within the
stipulated time frame will be the
responsibility of the concerned
department.

Strict action to be taken against dept for not
following SOP during road excavation: DC

Snatching incidents on
the rise in Morinda

Key meeting held at BJP Punjab
headquarters to discuss block committee

and District Council Elections

GURDASPUR (VERMA): A significant meeting was held today
at the BJP Punjab Headquarters in Chandigarh under the lead-
ership of BJP Punjab Executive President Shri Ashwini Shar-
ma to discuss the upcoming Block Committee and District
Council elections. The meeting was attended by BJP Punjab Co-
Incharge Dr. Narinder Raina along with all esteemed members
of the core committee. The primary objective of the meeting was
to formulate strategies for the upcoming Block Committee and
District Council elections and to assess organizational prepara-
tions. Discussions focused on strengthening the party’s pres-
ence in the electoral arena, motivating workers, and enhancing
the party’s reach and influence in rural areas.

In his address, Shri Ashwini Sharma stated that BJP Pun-
jab approaches every election with utmost seriousness from
both organizational and public engagement perspectives. He di-
rected all leaders and workers to directly engage with the pub-
lic in their respective areas, understand their issues, and make
them aware of the party’s policies and programs. Dr. Narinder
Raina emphasized that the upcoming elections are not merely
a means to achieve victory but also an opportunity to strength-
en the party’s vision, organizational capability.

AJAY MALHOTRA
FATEHGARH SAHIB, DEC 2

Mahant Dr. Shakandar Singh
of Dera Baba Budh Dass,
Bassi Pathana, and former
District President of the Con-
gress Party, was laid to rest to-
day at the Bassi Pathana cre-
mation ground. His mortal re-
mains were consigned to the
flames by his son, Dr. Aftab
Singh, who performed the fi-
nal rites.

A massive gathering of
people from every section of
society reached the cremation
ground to pay their last re-
spects. Locals from Bassi
Pathana and surrounding ar-
eas bid him farewell with
moist eyes and deep sorrow.

Dr. Shakandar Singh had
breathed his last yesterday af-
ternoon at PGI Chandigarh.
During the funeral proces-
sion, his body was placed in a
flower-decorated van and tak-
en through the city markets
before reaching the crema-
tion site. As a mark of respect,
all markets in the town re-
mained closed. Prominent
personalities who attended
the funeral included former

Punjab Congress President
Shamsher Singh Dullo, BJP
District President Didar
Singh Bhatti, BJP leader Jee-
van Gupta, former MLA
Kuljit Singh Nagra, Sardarni
Mandeep Kaur Nagra, AAP
SC Wing Suba President Gur-
preet Singh GP, Congress
leader Dr. Amandeep Kaur
Dholewal, BJP leader
Kuldeep Singh Siddhupur,
Congress leader Dr. Manohar
Singh, Mahant Baba Bal-
winder Dass of Dera Baba
Pushpanand Giri (Mullan-
pur), Dr. Naresh Chauhan,
Congress District President
Surinder Singh Ramgarh,
Harchand Singh Doomchheri,
senior Congress leader Amrit-
pal Singh Tiwana, former

State Secretary Om Prakash
Tangri, senior Congress
leader Manjit Sarma, Ranjit
Singh Tarkhanmajra, com-
mission agent leader Rajesh
Singla, Senior journalist
Bhushan Sood, Naurang
Singh, Khushwant Thapar,
Arun Pathak, Social Worker
Dr. Kamal Khanna, Eminent
Educationist  Sunil Khullar
and social worker Sameer
Singla, among many others.

In addition, former minis-
ters Kaka Randeep Singh
Nabha,  Sadhu Singh
Dharamsot, former Speaker
Rana K.P. Singh, and Fate-
hgarh Sahib MLA Lakhveer
Singh Rai also sent their
heartfelt condolence mes-
sages.

“Mahant Dr. Shakandar Singh of Dera Baba Budh Dass
cremated with full respect; thousands bid tearful farewell”

DALJEET AJNOHA
HOSHIARPUR, DEC 2  

Rayat Bahra University’s
School of Law held a special
program to mark Constitution
Day. The event was organized
in collaboration with the Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority
(DLSA), Hoshiarpur, and wit-
nessed enthusiastic participa-
tion from students and faculty
members.

The program began with
the University’s Vice Chancel-
lor Dr. Chander Mohan and
Dean Dr. Ranganath Singh
formally welcoming the chief
guest and other dignitaries.
Neeraj Goyal, CJM and Secre-
tary, DLSA, graced the occa-
sion as the chief guest. Ad-
dressing the gathering, he
highlighted the significance of
constitutional rights, duties,
and democratic values in shap-

ing an informed and responsi-
ble society. He emphasized
that the youth hold the key to
nation-building and urged stu-
dents to imbibe the fundamen-
tal principles enshrined in the
Constitution. As part of the
program, a Constitution-
themed quiz was organized to
enhance legal awareness
among students. Following
this, students and staff mem-

bers collectively recited the
Preamble of the Constitution,
reaffirming their commitment
to democratic ideals. Depart-
ment Head Dr. Priyanka Puri
extended a heartfelt vote of
thanks to all guests  for their
active participation and sup-
port. Faculty and students of
the School of Law attended the
event in large numbers, con-
tributing to its success.

Rayat Bahra University’s School of Law holds
special program to mark Constitution Day

KULWINDER KARWAL 
SARDULGARH, DEC 2

“IDP is the most reliable plat-
form guiding youth to study
abroad through legal path-
ways” – Sodhi

A special felicitation cere-
mony was organised to hon-
our distinguished personali-
ties from various fields,under
the leadership of Ms. Kanchan
Bedi, Regional Head (Sales Op-
erations) of IDP’s Punjab,
Haryana, and Jammu & Kash-
mir. Doctors, professors, engi-
neers, educationists, media
representatives, social work-
ers, and political figures who
achieved notable success in
their respective domains were
recognized.

The chief guest, Dr.
Gurinder Pal Thami, Director
of Medical Education and Re-
search, Government Medical

College & Hospital, Chandi-
garh, presented the honours.
Among those specially award-
ed was Jatinder Singh Sodhi,
Chairman of Malwa Group of
Colleges and District President
of the Shiromani Akali Dal, for
his remarkable contributions
to education and social wel-
fare. The event was graced by
several prominent personali-
ties including Professor Gur-
deepak Singh, Dr. S.J. Singh
Lamba (Civil Surgeon, Ropar),
Dr. Kamalpreet Singh, Major
General Gurcharan Singh

Aulakh, Rajiv Prashad (Secre-
tary, Haryana Vidhan Sabha),
Dr. Tenzin Thain, and IDP rep-
resentatives Hitesh Narula,
Vishal Khanna, Sunny Shar-
ma, Harpreet Singh Bawa,
Sunita Kesharwani, and Laber
Singh Sandhu. After receiving
the award, Sodhi expressed his
gratitude, stating that it was a
moment of pride for him. He
highlighted that IDP has been
serving international students
for over fifty years and now op-
erates more than 130 offices
across 30+ countries. 

IDP honours Jatinder Sodhi for contributions
to education and social service

NABARD organizes seminar to strengthen
linkages between banks and SHG groups

KHADOOR SAHIB (SARBJOT SINGH SANDHA): NABARD
Ferozepur organized a meeting of banks and a visit to SHG
groups and a seminar in Makhu block with the support of
PSRLM. The aim of this was to create better cooperation be-
tween banks and women groups. First of all, a meeting was
held with the bank officials and they were informed about the
work of SHG groups, the process of giving loans to them and
new schemes. NABARD appealed to the banks to strengthen
SHG bank linkage. 

Then the bank officials were taken to various women SHG
groups where they saw the small industries, manufactured
goods and employment opportunities of women with their
own eyes. The goods prepared by SHGs were also displayed.
This gave the bank officials more clarity about their hard
work and capacity.  NABARD and PSR LM said that they will
continue to work to strengthen SHG groups, prepare them for
setting up industries and provide financial assistance through
banks.

SUKH NAHAR 
JAGRAON, DEC 2

Special meetings were held
by BJP district Ludhiana
Rural in the Vidhan Sabha
constituencies of Jagraon,
Dakha, and Raikot regard-
ing the upcoming Block
Samiti and Zila Parishad
elections. Party leaders en-
couraged all the volunteers
and supporters of party to
stay united and to propa-
gate the ideals of party to as
many people as possible.

They  assured that BJP
shall leave no stone un-
turned to help party urge
success in the elections. In
this meeting, former Union
Minister Som Parkash, Pun-
jab BJP Co-President Jatin-

der Mittal, District Presi-
dent Dr. Rajinder Sharma,
Gaurav Khullar, Raminder
Sangowal, Paramjit Tuse,
Harkamaljit Singh, Gursim-
ran Singh, Retd. Colonel In-
derpal Singh, Major Singh
Detwal, Kanwar Narinder
Singh, Lakhwinder Singh
Sapra, Sumit Arora, Bal 
Krishan Garg, Advocate
Vivek Bhardwaj, Raj Ver-
ma, Sunder Lal, Sanjeev
Dhand, Jagjeevan Singh
Rakba, Gurjeet Kaur,
Navneet Gupta, Tony Ver-
ma, Gurbhej Singh, Gurdial
Singh, Keval Singh, Jagdev
Singh Diol, Manoj Goel,
Manoj Jain, Deepak Bansal,
and all the Mandal Presi-
dents were present as spe-
cial attendees.

BJP Jagraon holds meeting
ahead of elections 
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Boots and socks
distributed to
school children

AVINASH  CHAUHAN
AMB:  SRP Care for India
Foundation Poliya Purohit, an
organization working in public
interest, organized the distribution of
shoes to school children in Primary
School, Jowar Government School.
In this, school shoes were distributed
to 239 children by NGO SRP Care
for India Foundation Poliya Purohit in
the second phase Jwar School.
Socks were given by Red Cross
Society Una Chairperson Renu
Sehrawat. Arrangements for
refreshment for the children were
also made. In this program, the chief
guest, Block Development Officer
Amb Ompal Dogra, participated in
the program and inspired the
children on how to live their life by
sharing his experiences with them
and it was highly appreciated by the
school teachers. Sushma Sharma
and Narendra Sharma, co-founders
of SRP Care for India Foundation,
thanked the school administration
and teachers for this program.

CHANDIGARH
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 3, 2025

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, DEC 2

Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu while chairing the
sixth State-level meeting of the
Narcotics Coordination Centre
(NCORD) in Dharamshala, today
directed the officials to further
intensify and streamline the
ongoing campaign against drugs so
that chitta and all other narcotic
substances can be eliminated from
the State completely.
Representatives from various
central agencies, including the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB),
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), the Postal
Department and the Railway
Protection Force (RPF) also
attended the meeting besides
officers and  officials of the State
Government. Sukhu said that

special deployment of CID and
Police personnel has been made in
234 Panchayats of the state highly
sensitive to drugs. He directed the
Deputy Commissioners to
constitute Anti-Drug Committees
in these Panchayats and instructed
NCORD to conduct regular
meetings in every district in the
state. Besides, the Chief Minister

also urged youth, people, Mahila
Mandals, representatives of
Panchayati Raj Institutions and
other voluntary organizations to
actively contribute in making the
State drug-free. The Chief Minister
directed the district
administration's to identify
properties acquired through drug
trade and submit their reports to

the government by 10th
December. These properties would
be demolished and those involved
would be strictly punished.  He
disclosed that  60 government
employees, including 15 police
personnel were found involved in
chitta trafficking. While five have
already been dismissed, legal
action is underway against the
others. He further directed the
officials to submit details of all the
government employees involved in
drug trafficking by 10th
December. He said that Anti-Chitta
Walkathons would soon be
organized at district and sub-
division levels as well. The Chief
Minister said that the government
was not only ensuring strict
enforcement but was also
strengthening the counseling,
treatment and rehabilitation
mechanisms for individuals used to
and affected by drug abuse. 

CM appeals every section to join
mass movement against chitta

IMD revises forecast in state:
Wet spell expected on Dec 5, 7
AGENCY
SHIMLA, DEC 2 

Himachal Pradesh is bracing for a
shift from prolonged dry conditions
to a fresh spell of rain and light
snowfall later this week, with the
India Meteorological Department
(IMD) indicating the impact of an
approaching Western Disturbance
(WD) and cyclonic circulation
beginning December 5. According
to the IMD’s morning bulletin, the
state continued to reel under dry
weather over the past 24 hours, but
synoptic conditions are changing
rapidly. A Western Disturbance,
presently marked as an upper-air
cyclonic circulation over north
Pakistan, persists and will be
followed by another feeble WD
expected to influence the western
Himalayan region from December
5. An induced cyclonic circulation
over north Haryana is also active,
likely altering the existing dry
pattern across Himachal Pradesh.
Cold conditions intensified across
the middle and higher hills, with
minimum temperatures falling by 2-
4 degree Celsius at several stations.

Tabo in Lahaul-Spiti recorded the
lowest minimum of minus eight
degree Celsius, making it the coldest
location in the state. Manali shivered
at 2.7 degree Celsius, while Shimla
settled at 5 degree Celsius. Several
stations in the mid-hills recorded
below-normal night temperatures.
Dense fog was reported from
Bilaspur, Mandi, and Sundernagar,
with visibility dropping to 50–100
m, and the IMD has issued a yellow
alert for fog over the next two days.
Conditions are expected to intensify
as the temperature dips further. Most
regions in Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, and Haryana continued to
record moderate Air Quality Index
levels today, with the fog layer likely
to trap pollutants and worsen
conditions temporarily.

While the IMD’s seven-day
outlook keeps most days dry,
isolated precipitation is forecast for
December 5 and again around
December 7 as successive Western
Disturbances affect the region. Light
rain and snowfall are likely over
higher reaches, potentially ending
the unusually dry spell of late
November and early December.

CM Sukhu inaugurates Samriddhi
Bhawan, built at cost of Rs. 24.47cr

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA: On Tuesday, before the winter session
at Tapovan in Dharamshala, the district headquarters, Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu inaugurated the newly
constructed Samriddhi Bhawan, the Dharamshala Municipal
Corporation's newly constructed building in Charan. Arriving
at around 11 a.m., the Chief Minister inaugurated the
administrative building after performing a ritualistic puja.
Mayor of Dharamshala Municipal Corporation Neenu
Sharma, former Mayor Devendra Jaggi, and a large number
of Congress workers were present on the occasion. With the
construction of this building, the Municipal Corporation
office will be relocated from near the Fire Brigade Station,
Dharamshala, to Samriddhi Bhawan in Charan. Samriddhi
Bhawan is the new four-story administrative building of the
Dharamshala Municipal Corporation, constructed at a cost of
approximately ?24.47 crore under the Smart City project.
Chief Minister Sukhu dedicated it to the public on December
2nd. This building will bring together three key offices,
including the Dharamshala Municipal Corporation, the Smart
City Limited, and the Command Control Center, under one
roof, enhancing administrative efficiency.

Car falls into ravine, killing two youths and leaving two
others in critical condition
SANJAYAGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA: A tragic road accident
occurred late last night at Bir Billing, a world-
famous paragliding site. Two youths were killed
and two others injured. According to reports, a car
lost control and fell into a deep ravine near the
paragliding take-off site around 12:00 midnight.
Two youths died on the spot and two others were
seriously injured. The deceased and injured are said

to be residents of Gagret, Aihju, Bhawarna, and
Panchrukhi areas. Locals immediately informed the
police about the accident. Rescue teams arrived at
the scene, pulled the injured out of the ravine, and
sent them to the hospital for treatment. Police have
registered a case and begun investigating the cause
of the accident. Preliminary information suggests
that the vehicle lost control. This late-night
accident has sent shockwaves through the area.

MP Rajeev Bhardwaj pays courtesy call on
JP Nadda, extends birthday greetings

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, DEC 2

BJP State Vice President and Member of
Parliament Shri Rajeev Bhardwaj today paid
a courtesy visit to the National President of
the Bharatiya Janata Party and Union
Minister for Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India, Shri Jagat Prakash
Nadda, in New Delhi. On this occasion, Shri
Bhardwaj extended heartfelt birthday
greetings and best wishes to Shri Nadda and
prayed for his good health, long life, and
continued service to the nation. During the
meeting, MP Rajeev Bhardwaj said, “The
leadership of Shri Nadda Ji, his dedication to
the organization, and his exceptional
contribution towards strengthening the
country’s health system are truly
unparalleled. Under his guidance, BJP
continues to work relentlessly for public
welfare. His experience and visionary
approach are a great source of inspiration for
all party workers.” Organizational matters,
Central Government welfare schemes, and
issues related to the overall development of
Himachal Pradesh were also discussed in
detail. Meanwhile, MP Rajeev Bhardwaj
expressed grave concern over the massive
irregularities exposed in the Public

Distribution System (PDS) in Himachal
Pradesh. Referring to the verification list sent
by the Central Government, he said that
large-scale discrepancies had been continuing
in the state for several years. According to the
list, a total of 5,71,625 beneficiaries have
been placed under the category of suspected
beneficiaries, who allegedly availed
subsidized and free ration despite being
ineligible. He further informed that the
verification revealed 400 cases of duplicate
ration cards, 2,222 beneficiaries who had
passed away but were still receiving ration,
and 2,918 individuals who own vehicles yet
continued to avail benefits under NFSA.
Additionally, nearly 53 lakh beneficiaries
have been kept under the re-verification
process to determine their actual eligibility.

AVINASH CHAUHAN 
AMB, DEC 2

Amb College hosted an All
India Letter Writing
Competition, "Two and a
Half Letters." The title,
"Letter to My Role Model,"
was presented. College
students enthusiastically
participated in the
competition, showcasing
their writing skills. The
objective of this competition
was to promote writing skills
among students and provide
them with an opportunity to
express their thoughts
effectively. The letters of the
participating students were
evaluated, and the letters of
the selected students were
sent to the Chief Postmaster
General, Himachal Pradesh
Circle, Kusumpati, Shimla.
Principal Prof. Darshan

Kumar attended the event as
the chief guest. He blessed all
the participants and wished
them a bright future. In his
address, the Principal stated
that participating actively in
such competitions is very
beneficial for students. It not
only improves their writing
skills but also prepares them
mentally for future
competitions. The Principal
stated that such events will
continue to be held in the
future, providing students
with an opportunity to

showcase their skills. The
competition was organized
by Dr. Ajay Sharma, Program
Coordinator of the
Publication and Creative
Writing Club, and Prof.
Poonam Sharma. Both
encouraged the students and
wished them a bright future.
Organizing such
competitions fosters interest
in writing and motivates
them to hone their skills.
Prof. Rekha Sharma and
other staff members were
present on this occasion.

All India letter writing competition
‘Dhai Akshar’ organised in college

AJAY KUMAR UPADHYAY
BILASPUR, DEC 2

In a heartwarming gesture of
appreciation, various non-
governmental organizations
of Bilaspur today honored
Deputy Commissioner Rahul
Kumar, Superintendent of
Police Sandeep Dhawal,
SDM Sadar Dr. Rajdeep
Singh Khera, District Welfare
Officer R.C. Bansal, and
District Red Cross Society
Secretary Amit Kumar at the
Savings Building. The honors
were presented by Advocate
Prakash Chand Bansal on
behalf of the NGOs,
acknowledging the
administration’s efforts in
creating a meaningful
platform for the disabled and
elderly during the "Jal Tarang
Josh Mahotsav 2025".
Deputy Commissioner Rahul
Kumar, while expressing

gratitude for the recognition,
said that the district
administration, together with
the District Red Cross
Society, made dedicated
efforts to ensure that the
festival was not just about
entertainment but also about
social inclusion and
community participation. He
said that alongside the water
sports events, a Red Cross
Fair was organized to give
space and visibility to the
youth, specially-abled
individuals, and senior
citizens. He highlighted that
several key activities—
including a health check-up

camp, theme-based fashion
show, and various fun and
recreational competitions—
were held to boost confidence
and bring smiles to the faces
of elderly citizens and
persons with disabilities. He
added that the enthusiastic
participation of these groups
proved that with the right
environment and
encouragement, every
individual can shine. The
Deputy Commissioner
thanked all NGOs for their
unwavering support, saying
that their cooperation played
a crucial role in the success of
the festival. 

NGOs honour DC, SP SDM and officials for their
inclusive initiatives at Jal Tarang Josh Mahotsav

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, DEC 2

On the fifth day of the winter
session of the Legislative
Assembly in Dharamshala, the
opposition strongly demanded
the withdrawal of the Job
Trainee Policy. Leader of the
Opposition Jairam Thakur
launched a scathing attack on
the government, saying that
the state government has
forgotten its own guarantees.
Jairam Thakur said that the
Congress government had
promised 500,000 jobs during
the elections, but these
guarantees have not yet been
fulfilled. He alleged that
unemployed youth are forced
to take to the streets to remind
them of the guarantees, while
the government is watching.
He said that approximately
10,000 outsourced employees
have been laid off. Meanwhile,
the Staff Selection
Commission, Hamirpur, has
not been able to initiate the
recruitment process despite

being reorganized in the last
three years. Jairam Thakur
claimed that all the jobs
provided during the current
government's three-year tenure
are based on posts created
during the BJP government's
tenure, for which the budget
and procedures had already
been completed. 

The Leader of the
Opposition also questioned the
government's new job training
policy. He stated that this

system of employing young
people for two years and then
re-testing them is unfair to
them and should be
immediately withdrawn. He
alleged widespread
irregularities in outsourced
recruitment. He even alleged
that "companies are being
created in the names of the
sons of government leaders
and jobs are being distributed
through the back door," which
warrants serious investigation. 

Winter Session: Opposition creates ruckus,
demands withdrawal of Job Trainee Policy

Strict laws against the drug mafia,
properties to be sealed: CM

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA: State
Chief Minister Sukh inder
Singh Sukhu made a major
statement in the Assembly
premises today, stating that his
government is determined to
uproot the drug mafia. The
Chief Minister appealed to
journalists, the public, and all
political parties to join forces in
the fight against drug abuse and also announced the
organization of a marathon against drug abuse. Addressing
journalists at the Tapovan Assembly, Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu stated that the government's action against drug
abuse is being continuously intensified. He explained that the
Congress government has further tightened the law to directly
target drug abusers. The government has arrested several
individuals involved in the drug network and sealed their
properties, thus breaking the economic backbone of the drug
mafia. The Chief Minister announced that a "Marathon Against
Drugs" will now be organized in the Assembly premises in
collaboration with local leaders, so that this campaign can
become a mass movement. He said, "We are determined to
uproot the Chitta mafia and ensure that the law is tightened.
Those involved have been arrested, and their properties have
been sealed." He added, "I appeal to society, journalists, and all
political parties: let's stand together in this fight."

Bindal puts all his efforts
into rally against Congress

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA: Amidst preparations for the massive state-
wide demonstration against the Congress government on
December 4th at the Zorawar Stadium adjacent to the Tapovan
Vidhan Sabha, the extraordinary dedication of BJP State
President Dr. Rajeev Bindal has become a topic of discussion
across the state. Dr. Bindal himself was seen sitting at a flex
shop in Dharamshala, finalizing the rally's flexes, hoardings,
and promotional designs. His on-the-ground involvement and
sensitivity to the party program is energizing the party workers.
BJP workers say, "The State President's direct involvement in
the designing at this level shows that for the BJP, this
demonstration is not just a program, but a fight for public
interest. BJP workers are experiencing tremendous enthusiasm.
They believe that Dr. Bindal's "small but powerful gesture" has
infused new energy into the entire organization."

Deadly air pollution in North India,
major contributor to heart disease

AGENCY
UNA, DEC 2 

Deadly air pollution in North
India is reportedly a major
contributor to heart disease .

Airborne pollutants, such
as particulate matter, nitrogen
dioxide, and carbon
monoxide, enter the
bloodstream through the
lungs. Once in the
bloodstream, these particles
can cause inflammation in
blood vessels, increase
oxidative stress, and lead to
the formation of plaques in
arteries. Over time, these
changes heighten the risk of
heart attacks, arrhythmias, and
heart failure. Pollution also
affects the heart indirectly by
increasing blood pressure, a
key risk factor for heart
disease, said Dr Naresh

Purohit, Executive Member,
the Academy of
Cardiovascular Sciences. In a
release here after virtually
addressing a webinar on " Air
Pollution - A Public Health
Crisis" organised by the
Mandi based Atal Medical
Research University (AMRU)
on the occasion of National
Pollution Control Day,
Advisor for National
Programme for Climate

Change and Human Health
(NPCCHH) Dr. Purohit said
that across North India,
pollution levels often spike
during winter, due to stubble
burning, vehicular emissions,
industrial activities, and
weather patterns. “Air quality
index in Himachal Pradesh is
gradually going into the poor
category, especially during
winters, and in the past few
days, AQI has gone from

moderate to severe, and there
is a need to intervene now”,
he added. Noted medic
pointed out that air pollution
is affecting every organ of the
body, and the link between air
quality and heart health is
especially concerning in
North India, where pollution
levels have dramatically
exceeded safe limits. Studies
worldwide have underscored
the connection between long-
term exposure to pollution
and cardiovascular mortality.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO)
attributes approximately 20
percent of heart disease
deaths to poor air quality. In
India, this impact is
magnified due to the high
population density and
widespread exposure to
pollution.

Public outrage rally will be held in
Dharamshala on Dec 4: Govind Thakur

ASHISH SHARMA
KULLU: A public outrage rally will be held in Dharamshala,
Himachal Pradesh on December 4th, where farmers,
gardeners, and common people affected by the disaster will
protest against the government's wrong policies. Adressing
the media persosns here at Kullu, former minister Govind
Singh Thakur said that 2,500 people from three assembly
constituencies in Kullu district have prepared for the rally,
and this number is still growing. Thousands of people from
Kullu district will arrive in Dharamshala on December 3rd to
protest against the Congress government in the public outrage
rally.  He stated that Himachal Pradesh received Rs. 5,500
crore in aid from the central government after the 2023
disaster, but the government is still not providing clear
information about it to the public. Meanwhile, the Congress
government is spreading lies claiming that it has released a
Rs. 4.5 crore disaster relief package. When BJP MLAs
demand information about this in the Assembly, the Congress
government is unable to provide an answer. This reveals the
extent to which the state's Congress government is deceiving
the disaster-affected people. 
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RK KASHYAP
CHHACHHRAULI: The
under-14 teams of Dharam
Public School, Panjeto,
performed exceptionally well at
the Sansad Khel Mahotsav 2025
held at Gurunanak Public
School. The school's under-14
girls' kho-kho team secured third
place and the under-14 boys' kho-kho team secured second place, bringing honor to the

school and the region. The
players impressed the spectators
with their excellent display of
agility, strategy and teamwork.
The school management and
principal congratulated the
winning teams and stated that
this achievement was the result
of the players' hard work and
discipline. 

NEWS BRIEF

Barnala DLSA to launch
‘Youth Against Drugs’
campaign from Dec 6

KULDEEP  SOOD
BARNALA:  Under the guidelines of
National Legal Services Authority,
New Delhi and Punjab State Legal
Services Authority, SAS Nagar and
under the able leadership of Miss
Anshul Beri, Honorable District and
Sessions Judge-cum-Chairman,
District Legal Services Authority,
Barnala, the District Legal Services
Authority, Barnala is launching the
campaign Youth Against Drugs
from 6 December. To make this
campaign successful, a meeting
was held with the representatives
of electronic and print media by
Shri Madan Lal, CJM along with
Secretary, District Legal Services
Authority, Barnala. During this
meeting, the Honorable Judge
informed that this campaign will be
run from 6th December 2025 to
6th January 2026 and during this
campaign, awareness camps will
be organized in villages, cities and
schools, colleges of Barnala district
and the general public will be
made aware through street plays,
cycle rally and walkathon (foot
march) at various public places. 

Poet’s court held in Kattu
on 350th Martyrdom
anniversary of Guru Tegh
Bahadur ji

KULDEEP  SOOD
BARNALA: Punjabi Sahitya
Sabha Barnala, in collaboration
with Suhird Memorial Library
Kattu, organized a poet's court
dedicated to the 350th
martyrdom anniversary of Sri
Guru Tegh Bahadur Sahib Ji at
Gurdwara Gurusar Patshahi
Nauvi Kattu. In this event,
Hardev Singh Khudi Kalan's
book 'Tilak Janju De Rakhe' was
launched to the public. Speaking
about the book, Sabha President
Teja Singh Tilak said that in this
book, Hardev Singh Khudi Kalan
has paid homage to Guru Tegh
Bahadur Sahib and the Singhs
who were martyred with him,
Bhai Matidas, Bhai Satidas and
Bhai Dayala Ji, through his
songs. 

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, DEC 2

Congress President and Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha,
Mallikarjun Kharge, on Tuesday
pressed the Central government
to allow an urgent discussion on
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, citing
concerns over the lives and safety
of Booth Level Officers (BLOs)
across the country.In a post on X,
Kharge wrote, "Today, the
purpose of the notice given under
Rule 267 should be stated in the
House. This has been the
tradition. But suddenly, it has
happened that for the members
who give notices, neither their
name is read out nor the subject
of the notice is read out."

Kharge urged an immediate
discussion in the Rajya Sabha on
the SIR process, claiming that over
28 BLOs have lost their lives due
to excessive work pressure."Our

appeal is that there should be an
immediate discussion on SIR. This
is a very serious issue, because the
lives of BLOs are at stake in the
country. Discussion on SIR is in
the interest of the country, citizens,
and democracy. We are all ready to
discuss this issue with the
government. These are urgent
matters; more than 28 people have

died due to the SIR work
pressure," Kharge asserted.He
added that the discussion was "in
the interest of the country, citizens,
and democracy" and that the
Opposition was willing to
cooperate if the Chair permitted
the debate."I want the discussion
to take place now, only in the
interest of Democracy, citizens

and our country. I request that you
allow the discussion. We will
cooperate with you if you allow,"
Kharge added on X. 

The second phase of the SIR
covers Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Chhattisgarh, Goa,
Gujarat, Kerala, Lakshadweep,
Madhya Pradesh, Puducherry,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal,
following the completion of the
first phase in Bihar. The final voter
list will be published on February
14, 2026.Meanwhile, when the
Lok Sabha reconvened at noon on
Tuesday, proceedings were
adjourned just nine minutes later
till 2 PM amid continued
Opposition demands for a debate
on SIR.The 6th Session of the 18th
Lok Sabha and the 269th Session
of the Rajya Sabha commenced on
Monday, December 1, marking the
beginning of the Winter Session of
Parliament. The session will
conclude on December 19.

Over 28 BLOs have died due to SIR: Kharge
demands urgent debate in Rajya Sabha

KARANPREET KARAN
BARNALA, DEC 2

Rajinder Gupta, Member of
Parliament from Punjab,
today raised a significant
matter of public importance
in the Rajya Sabha during
Zero Hour, drawing national
attention to the long-pending
operationalisation of the
Shaheed-E-Azam Sardar
Kartar Singh Sarabha Airport
at Halwara, Ludhiana.
Speaking on the matter, he
highlighted the airport’s
critical role in unlocking
economic growth for
Punjab’s industrial heartland
and the broader Malwa
region. Highlighting
Ludhiana’s economic stature,
he noted that the city
contributes over ?72,000
crore to India’s industrial
output and houses more than
1.5 lakh MSMEs - one of the
highest concentrations in the
country. Despite this

enormous economic
footprint, the region
continues to remain without
a functional commercial
airport, placing it at a
competitive disadvantage
compared with rapidly
growing hubs such as Jaipur,
Indore, Surat, Rajkot, and
Coimbatore. The MP
emphasised that Punjab,
home to nearly 22-25 lakh
NRIs, faces an urgent need
for improved air connectivity
for families, students,
business travellers, and
medical emergencies. He
stated that the new airport
has the capacity to handle

more than 2,500 passengers
per day and operate 10-12
flights daily from the very
first day, connecting
Ludhiana directly to major
cities including Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai,
Bengaluru, Hyderabad,
Kolkata, and Ahmedabad.

Gupta stressed that
operationalising the Halwara
airport would significantly
reduce travel time and costs
for MSME owners,
decongest Delhi and
Chandigarh airports, cut fuel
expenditure, reduce carbon
emissions, and create
thousands of direct and
indirect jobs across aviation,
logistics, warehousing,
hospitality, and retail. He
referred to airports as
“economic multipliers” and
reiterated that districts with
airports record GDP growth
up to three times faster than
those without such
connectivity.

JAGRAJ SINGH SANGHS
MOGA, DEC 2

An important function
dedicated to social welfare
and the future of students was
organized in village Mehron
of Dharamkot constituency
recently. On this occasion,
MLA Davinderjit Singh Ladi
Dhos inaugurated the
construction of a modern
sports ground to be built at a
cost of Rs. 28.12 lakh. Along
with this, the newly built
Anganwadi Bhawan was also
inaugurated at a cost of Rs. 10
lakh. During this function,
MLA Ladi Dhos was specially
honored by the Principal of
Government Senior
Secondary School Mehron,
Mrs. Bhupinder Kaur. The
Principal thanked her by
presenting her with a bouquet.
On this occasion, MLA
Davinderjit Singh Ladi Dhos
praised the school

administration during his
address and said that due to
the dedication, hard work and
dedication of the Principal of
Government Senior
Secondary School Mehron,
Mrs. Bhupinder Kaur, this
school is reaching new heights
today. He said that the way
Principal Bhupinder Kaur has
taken care of the school and
given direction to the children
in terms of education, sports
and discipline is

commendable. It is because of
her hard work that today this
government school is giving a
run for its money to private
schools. The real purpose of
education is not in money, but
in passion and quality, and this
school has proven this. MLA
Ladi Dhos said that when
principals and teachers
perform their duties honestly,
then a generation with a bright
future is prepared from their
schools. 

LK BANSAL
MOHALI, DEC 2

TechnoVirsa–2025, an
impressive amalgamation of
technical brilliance and cultural
vibrance, organised by Rayat
Bahra University, commenced
with great enthusiasm. The
three-day extravaganza
promises an exciting blend of
innovation and heritage,
bringing together a wide
spectrum of cultural and
technical events on one grand
platform. The festival
showcases an array of
captivating cultural
performances, including folk
and western dances, singing
contests, a fashion show,
theatrical presentations, and
literary competitions. Exclusive
features highlighting Punjab’s
rich culture and heritage add
further charm to the
celebrations. On the technical
front, students are participating

in a series of thrilling
competitions such as Robo
Race, JAM, Coding
Challenges, and several other
innovative events that reflect
the spirit of creativity and
technological excellence. The
event was inaugurated by
Chancellor Gurvinder Singh
Bahra, Vice-Chairman
Gurinder Singh Bahra, along
with distinguished dignitaries
Prof. (Dr.) Sanjay Kumar,
Group Vice-Chancellor, and
Prof. (Dr.) Satish Kumar, Pro
Vice-Chancellor. Prof. (Dr.)

Simerjit Kaur is serving as the
Overall Incharge of
TechnoVirsa–2025. Today,
students performed Gidha,
Bhangra, and various other
dance performances along with
other cultural & Technical
activities. Adding to the
grandeur, Khushgra
mesmerised the audience on the
opening evening. The students
danced with great enthusiasm
to Khushgra’s songs. Gurnazar
will set the stage ablaze with his
vibrant performance on
Wednesday, November 3.

DAV College for Girls, Yamunanagar
observes National Pollution Control Day

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR: The Institution's Innovation Council
(IIC) at DAV College for Girls, Yamunanagar, enthusiastically
celebrated National Pollution Control Day on Tuesday. The
program's primary objective was to increase awareness among
students about environmental protection and sensitize them to
the problems associated with pollution. Dr. Surinder Kaur,
Acting Principal and President of the IIC and Vivek, Convener
of the IIC presided over the event. Ms Mamta Thapar and
Manika Sethi were the program coordinators. The program's
message, based on the theme "Be part of the solution, not
pollution," inspired students to actively contribute to a clean
and healthy environment. Students enthusiastically participated
in poster making and all students also actively participated in
the online quiz. Dr. Surinder Kaur, Acting Principal of the
college and President of IIC, gave the message to the students
to come forward and work for environmental protection and
encouraged all the participants. While addressing the students,
Head of Botany Department, Sunita Kaushik said that it was
the duty of every person to play his/her role in environmental
protection and be aware to stop pollution.

YAGYA DUTT SHASTRI
PEHOWA, DEC 2

A medical van donated by MP
Naveen Jindal, aimed at providing
free healthcare services to the
people arrived in Murtazapur
village on Tuesday. A team led by
Dr. Pramod Singh examined the
villagers and provided them free
medicines. Dr. Pramod stated that
145 people received medicines and
lab tests were conducted on 13
patients. A total of 158 people
received free healthcare services.
Jagat Singh, father of Sarpanch
Amar Bharat and National President
of the All India Sainik Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha, said that Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's pledge to
build a developed India by 2047 and
MP Naveen Jindal has taken on the
responsibility of achieving this
goal by 2035. MP Naveen Jindal's
goal is to ensure that the
Kurukshetra parliamentary
constituency excels in education,
healthcare, development and
employment by 2035 and
contributing to Prime Minister
Modi's vision. So he has launched
beneficial schemes for every section
of the area including Kanyadaan in
the marriage of daughters, Yashasvi
Scholarship Scheme, gym and
sports equipment for youth in every
village, free medical treatment, skill
training etc. 
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Rajinder Gupta raises urgent demand for operationalisation
of Ludhiana Airport during Zero Hour

MLA Davinderjit Singh Ladi Dhos
honored by Principal Bhupinder Kaur

Science Fair and Art Exhibition
organised at GHP School

ARVIND PATHAK
SULTANPUR LODHI: Science Fair and Art Exhibition were
organized at Sri Guru Harkrishan Public Senior Secondary
School. Students prepared modern models in the science fair,
while the students who participated in the art exhibition were
highly praised. The president of the school's managing
committee Bibi Gurpreet Kaur (member SGPC), Engineer
Swaran Singh president of Guru Nanak Khalsa College
Sultanpur Lodhi, school director Engineer Harniamat Kaur,
administrator Engineer  Nimarta Kaur and principal Renu
Arora highly appreciated this skill of the students. Models
were prepared by the students in a very creative way in all
subject areas such as Science, Mathematics, English, Hindi,
Punjabi, Social Science, Art etc. The entire staff was present
on this occasion.

Teams of Dharam Public School, Panjeton perform excellently in MP Sports Festival 2025

KU appoints Dr. Parmesh Kumar as Director
of Environmental Studies Institute

DALBIR MALIK 
KURUKSHETRA: Kurukshetra
University has appointed Professor
Parmesh Kumar of the Institute of
Integrated & Honors Studies (IIHS)
as the new Director of the Institute of
Environmental Studies. The
appointment, issued under the orders
of Vice-Chancellor Prof. Som Nath
Sachdeva, will remain effective for a
period of two years or until further
orders, whichever is earlier. Deputy Director, Public
Relations, Dr Jimmy Sharma informed that Dr. Parmesh
Kumar has built a distinguished academic and professional
profile, contributing substantially to teaching, research, and
institutional leadership since joining the Institute of
Integrated & Honors Studies (IIHS) in 2003.  He was
honoured with the Eminent Scientist Award by University
College, Thiruvananthapuram in December 2023, reflecting
his standing in the scientific community. He is currently
serving as a Member of the Executive Council (2023–2025)
and has held several important leadership positions, including
President of HFUCTO (2015–2016) and thrice President of
KUTA. A dedicated researcher and mentor, Dr. Kumar has
supervised five Ph.D. scholars, published 49 research papers,
and successfully completed two major research projects,
underscoring his strong commitment to academic excellence
and scholarly advancement.

KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA, DEC 2

The Himachal Pradesh Government’s anti-
chitta campaign will be implemented in a
mission mode across Una district, with
community participation at the centre of the
initiative to protect youth from the grip of
heroin abuse.

Deputy Commissioner Jatin Lal shared
this information during a state-level NCORD
meeting, chaired by Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu from the Vidhan
Sabha complex in Dharamshala. The DC
joined the meeting via video conference from
Una, where SP Amit Yadav was also present
at the NIC room.

The Chief Minister stressed the need to
transform the anti-drug campaign into a
community-driven mass movement,
emphasising that administrative enforcement
must be supported by social awareness and
public involvement to eliminate drug menace
effectively.

DC Lal informed the meeting that anti-
drug committees have been constituted in all

245 panchayats of the district. He said that
both the DC and the SP will personally visit
sensitive panchayats, monitor ground realities
and gather direct feedback to further
strengthen intervention measures.

Under NCORD, a multi-layer monitoring
and enforcement mechanism has been
developed and monthly district-level review
meetings are being held. The newly formed
committees will assess drug activities in their
areas, identify suspicious behaviour, conduct
awareness programmes and coordinate
closely with the police and district
administration.

PREETI SAINI
SADHAURA, DEC 2

The Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Department,
Yamunanagar, organized a
district-level training
workshop on natural farming
on Tuesday. The program was
held at Golden Leaf Palace,
village Rasulpur, Block
Sadhaura. The primary
objective of this training
workshop was to educate
farmers about the importance,
technical details and benefits
of natural farming, enabling
them to reduce their
dependence on chemical
fertilizers and move toward
natural farming. The program
was presided over by former
Sadhaura MLA Balwant
Singh, and District Council
Chairman Ramesh Chandra
Thaska graced the event as the
chief guest. On this occasion,

agricultural experts and
department officials provided
farmers with important
information regarding natural
farming, organic fertilizers
and sustainable farming
practices. In this training
workshop, Dr. Aditya Pratap,
Deputy Director, Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare
Department, Yamunanagar
provided detailed information
to farmers about natural
farming. He also informed
them about purchasing

fertilizers through the "Meri
Fasal Mera Byora" (My Crop,
My Details) program. He also
congratulated the district's
farmers for not burning crop
residues. District Council
Chairman Ramesh Chandra
Thaska congratulated the
Agriculture Department for
organizing a district level
training workshop on natural
farming and also
congratulated the farmers for
attending the workshop in
large numbers. 

Naveen Jindal Foundation team
organises free health camp in

Murtazapur, 158 people examined

Anti-chitta campaign in Una to be
implemented in mission mode

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Department organises
district level training workshop on natural farming

Action under Excise Act if
found drinking in public: DC

ANIL KUMAR
SHIMLA: Deputy Commissioner Anupam Kashyap chaired
a review meeting of the district-level NCORD committee
through video conference from the NIC Conference Hall.
Various issues related to drug abuse and prevention were
discussed, along with the measures currently being taken
across the district. The Deputy Commissioner said that the
State Government has launched the “Chitta-free Himachal”
campaign, under which all stakeholders — including
educational institutions and the community — are being
involved to fulfil the commitment of making the state drug-
free. He appealed to every citizen, officer, employee and
stakeholder to ensure their participation in the initiative. He
said that departments are actively contributing to the
campaign and activities being undertaken so far have been
effective. Kashyap stressed that strengthening the
information system at the panchayat level is crucial for
prompt reporting of illegal drug trade to enforcement
agencies. He said that anti-drug committees are working to
create a drug-free Himachal through sustained action and
awareness.

TechnoVirsa–2025 off to grand
start at Rayat Bahra University



 

Aparajita assumes 
charge as DC

RANVIR PARASHAR 
KAITHAL: Newly appointed 
Deputy Commissioner of dis-
trict, Aparajita, assumed charge 
today. She is a 2018 batch IAS 
officer. She has been trans-
ferred from post of Director of 
Swachh Bharat Mission to 
Kaithal as Deputy Commission-
er. She has successfully served 
in various positions in several 
districts. After completing her 
B.Tech in Chemical Engineer-
ing, Aparajita also worked as an 
engineer. She subsequently 
passed UPSC exam and be-
came an IAS officer in 2018 
batch. Native of Varanasi, Apa-
rajita first served as SDM of 
Ballabhgarh. She subsequently 
served as Additional Deputy 
Commissioner in Faridabad. 
She also served as Assistant 
Municipal Commissioner in 
Faridabad. She also served as 
Additional Deputy Commission-
er in Ambala. She also served 
as Municipal Commissioner and 
Additional Deputy Commission-
er in Panchkula. 
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KAMAL SHARMA
TARAORI, DECEMBER 2

Bharat Vikas Parishad 
Branch Taraori gave a sha-
gun amount to a girl from a 
needy family in Taraori. Sev-
eral officials, including 
Bharat Vikas Parishad 
Branch Taraori President Yo-
gesh Midda, attended the 
event. They gave shagun un-
der the Kanya Daan Shagun 
scheme at the wedding of Jyo-
ti, daughter of Raghubir Pra-
japat, near Om Colony, Ward 
No. 1, Taraori city. Giving 
information, Bharat Vikas 
Parishad Branch Taraori 
President Yogesh Midda ex-
plained that Bharat Vikas 
Parishad Branch Taraori 
helps girls from needy fami-
lies by providing them with a 
shagun amount at their wed-
dings. He explained that it is 
our first duty to help such 
needy families.

We should extend a help-

ing hand by supporting such 
events. Praising the work of 
Bharat Vikas Parishad 
Branch Taraori, he said that 
the Taraori Branch also con-
tinuously carries out social 
work in the community. So-
cial worker Yogesh Midda, 
associated with several reli-
gious and social organisa-
tions, said that we should 
help the needy with a true 

heart. Because if we benefit 
someone, there is no more 
virtuous act than this. 
Therefore, it is everyone's 
duty to provide some sup-
port for a daughter's wed-
ding. Municipal Chairman 
Virendra Bansal, Vinod, Vi-
jay Singla, Praveen Gupta, 
and several other officials 
were also present on the oc-
casion.

We should help needy families with a 
sincere heart: Yogesh Midda

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR, DEC 2

A police spokesperson in-
formed that under the guid-
ance of SP Kamaldeep Goyal, 
continuous efforts are being 
made to effectively advance 
the "Sahi Raah" drug de-addic-
tion campaign in the district. 
In this regard, an important 
meeting is being organised to-
morrow  at 11:00 am in the au-
ditorium, Room No. 203, of the 
District Secretariat, Yamu-
nanagar. As in the past, all offi-
cers have been requested to 
attend this meeting, along with 
new and old drug addicts and 
their families from their re-
spective areas. The police 
spokesperson stated that Su-
perintendent of Police Kamal-
deep Goyal will personally at-
tend the meeting and, as in the 
past, will personally interact 
with all drug addicts to seek 
their problems, experiences, 
and suggestions regarding the 
treatment process. He stated 

that the problem of drug addic-
tion is a social and family con-
cern, and that the cooperation 
of every segment of society is 
essential to eradicate it. There-
fore, active public participa-
tion in this campaign is cru-

cial.
The Superintendent of Po-

lice has appealed to all respect-
ed colleagues, volunteers, so-
cial organidations, and con-
scious citizens to actively par-
ticipate in this meeting and 
bring along prominent and re-
spected social figures from 
their respective areas, so that 
the de-addiction campaign can 
garner collective support. He 

stated that the process of quit-
ting addiction is not solely ac-
complished through medica-
tion or treatment; societal 
support and family support 
also play an important role. 
Advocate Sushil Arya, the 
district coordinator associat-
ed with this campaign, stated 
that after the meeting, all 
drug addicts will be taken to 
Civil Hospital, Yamu-
nanagar, where they will be 
examined and provided with 
appropriate medication and 
treatment. The police admin-
istration's goal is to provide 
every drug addict with the 
right direction and a healthy 
life. Over the past several 
months, this campaign has 
successfully freed many fami-
lies from the shackles of addic-
tion.

The public has also been 
urged to attend this meeting 
and present their concerns to 
the police administration if 
they find any drug addicts or 
drug dealers in their area. 

BUREAU 
CHANDIGARH, DEC 2

Under the leadership of Haryana Chief 
Minister Sh. Nayab Singh Saini, the State 
Government is continuously striving to 
establish Haryana as a global hub in the 
field of education. In continuation of these 
efforts, Canada’s High Commissioner to 
India, Christopher Cooter, paid a courtesy 
call on Chief Minister Sh. Nayab Singh 
Saini at his residence, Sant Kabir Kutir, on 
Tuesday.

On this occasion, Canada offered coop-
eration with Haryana in areas such as ed-
ucation, investment and technical collabo-
ration. The discussions also included Can-
ada’s proposal to open a university in 
Haryana.

During the meeting, it was discussed 
that investment processes between Hary-
ana and Canada would be facilitated 
through a Fast-Track System. This system 
will enable the simplification of approval 
procedures, better coordination among 
departments and the provision of all neces-
sary services. In addition, considering 
Haryana’s rapid economic growth, strong 
industrial base and investor-friendly poli-
cies, Canada expressed interest in further 
strengthening its economic and strategic 
engagement with the State.

This initiative between Haryana and 
Canada will open new avenues of invest-
ment in the State, accelerate job creation 

and strengthen global partnerships. The 
Government aims to establish Haryana as 
the most reliable global investment desti-
nation in North India.

During the meeting, Christopher 
Cooter also held detailed discussions with 
the Chief Minister on possibilities related 
to waste-to-energy projects, power genera-
tion and increasing the participation of 
Haryana’s youth in Canada’s mining sec-
tor. They also deliberated on a comprehen-
sive roadmap to attract Canadian inves-
tors to Haryana, so that bilateral commer-
cial relations between both sides become 
even stronger and more result-oriented.

Chief Minister Sh. Nayab Singh Saini 
said the Haryana Government is commit-
ted to providing global opportunities to the 
youth and taking the State towards new 

dimensions of development. Youth are be-
ing provided with skill training as per in-
dustry requirements, and extensive efforts 
are also being made to facilitate employ-
ment opportunities for them abroad.

He added that the State Government has 
set a target to grow Haryana’s economy to 1 
trillion dollars by the year 2047, with major 
contributions expected from sectors like ed-
ucation, energy and artificial intelligence. 
He further said that to make Haryana a pre-
ferred destination for global investors, the 
State Government has prioritised Ease of 
Doing Business. For this purpose, a separate 
Department of Foreign Cooperation has 
been established, which continuously coor-
dinates with ambassadors, investors and 
other representatives to promote mutual 
cooperation.

SP Kamaldeep Goyal to interact in 'Sahi Raah’ 
drug de-addiction campaign today

Hry and Canada explore partnership in 
energy, mining and technical sectors

Fake property dealer held 
for Rs. 5 lakh fraud
SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: Karnal Police have arrested two individuals accused 
of impersonating property dealers and committing fraud worth ₹5 
lakh. The suspects 
have been identified 
as Dalbir Singh, son of 
Rupinder Singh, a res-
ident of village Kachh-
wa in Karnal, and Nis-
hant, son of Sushil Ku-
mar, a resident of De-
shraj Colony in Pani-
pat. They were appre-
hended by a team 
from Nising Police 
Station. According to 
the investigating of-
ficer, the case was registered based on a complaint filed by 
Ramesh Kumar, son of Sher Singh, a resident of Ward No. 1, 
Nising. The investigation revealed that the accused, along with 
accomplices, posed as property dealers under false identities 
and defrauded the complainant of ₹5 lakh. The officer further 
stated that both accused were produced before the court, which 
granted one-day police remand for detailed interrogation. The 
police expect further revelations during questioning.

Abhishek Rana from Karnal appointed 
national executive member of ABVP
SHIV KUMAR SHARMA 
KARNAL: Abhishek Rana from Karnal has been appointed as a 
national executive member of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Pari-
shad (ABVP) during the organisation’s 71st national convention, 
held in Dehradun from Novem-
ber 28 to 30. Delegates from 
across the country took part in 
the three-day convention organ-
ised at the Birsa Munda Nagar 
complex in Parade Ground. The 
announcement of his appoint-
ment sparked enthusiasm 
among ABVP workers in Karnal.

The convention was inaugu-
rated by former ISRO chairman 
Dr S. Somanath, who urged 
youth to expand their contribu-
tion to science, technology and 
society. Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami also 
attended the programme as the chief guest at the Prof Yashwan-
trao Kelkar Youth Award ceremony. Patanjali Yogpeeth Acharya 
Balkrishna and Uttarakhand Education and Health Minister Dr 
Dhan Singh Rawat inaugurated the Rani Abbakka exhibition.

A 4.5-km-long cultural procession was taken out during the 
event, showcasing tableaux by student representatives from var-
ious states. The council also released its annual report, stating 
that ABVP’s membership increased to 76.98 lakh in 2025.

Associated with ABVP since 2018, Rana has previously 
served as unit president of Guru Nanak Khalsa College, Karnal, 
SFD district convenor and state student affairs coordinator. He 
was currently holding the role of district convenor. His active con-
tribution towards organisational expansion and student interest 
helped him secure a position in the national executive.

Expressing gratitude, Abhishek Rana said, “Nation comes first 
for every ABVP worker. We will raise the voice of youth more 
strongly and take the organisation’s objectives further ahead.”

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
HISAR, DECEMBER 2

The CM Flying team carried out a major oper-
ation in Adampur on Tuesday and seized 
45,400 capsules and tablets commonly misused 
for drug consumption. The drugs were recov-
ered from a car parked outside a house. As no 
bills or valid documents were produced, the 
stock was confiscated and action initiated 
against the accused.

The raid was led by Sunaina, in-charge 
of CM Flying, Hisar Range. Drug Control Of-
ficer Ajay Bishnoi, ASI Surender and Head 
Constables Jitender and Vijay were part of 
the team. Acting on a tip-off about illegal 
supply of medical drugs being used for intox-
ication, the team raided the residence of 
Prince, operator of Bharat Medical Store in 
Adampur.

During the search, the team recovered 
40,500 tablets of Tramadol 100 SR, 3,400 cap-
sules of Pregabalin 300 and 1,500 tablets of Zan-
tadol 100 SR from a car. According to the drug 
control authorities, although these medicines 
do not fall under the NRX category, they are 
often misused as intoxicants. Samples of all 

recovered drugs have been taken for further 
investigation.

Prince could not produce any bill or valid 
licence to run the medical store. During ques-
tioning, he admitted to procuring the stock 
from Hisar.

About six months ago, the Drug Control 
Department had also taken action against 
Bharat Medical Store for possessing a similar 
illegal stock. The shop was sealed and the li-
cence cancelled at that time. Despite the ban, 
the accused continued the illegal trade from 
his residence.

CM Flying in-charge Sunaina said the 
state government has issued strict directions 
for curbing drug abuse through medical sup-
plies. She added that medical addiction is de-
stroying youth and even leading to deaths due 
to overdose. The administration is keeping a 
close watch on those involved in the illegal 
drug trade.

She appealed to the public to immediately 
inform the authorities if they come across ille-
gal sale of intoxicating medicines. She also 
mentioned that the government is promoting 
sports and awareness programmes to steer 
youth away from drugs.

 CM Flying seizes 45,400 
capsules and tablets used for 

drug abuse in Adampur

Hamara Sauchalaya Hamara Bhavishya' 
programme held in Govt school
SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: Today, in the Government Senior Secondary School 
of Gram Panchayat Bazida Jatan, under the guidance of Block 
Development and Panchayat Officer Monika ji, under the chair-
manship of Sarpanch representative Dr. Raj Singh, of the cam-
paign 'Our Toilet, Our Future', DPM Rajkumar Sandhu Swachh 
Bharat Mission 
Rural Karnal said 
that if cleanliness 
is an ocean, then 
values are its 
waves. He ap-
pealed to the chil-
dren to adopt 
cleanliness from 
childhood. The val-
ues adopted from childhood are permanent and durable. He 
said that we should clean our toilets daily, the area around the 
toilets should also be kept clean and if you use the community 
toilets built in the village, then those should also be kept clean. 
On this occasion, Purna Chand Saini, Block Coordinator, said 
that we need to adopt cleanliness in our daily life because if we 
keep our surroundings clean, only then will we be able to remain 
healthy. Cleanliness is not achieved only by campaigning and 
saying it, we have to make it a habit and at our homes also we 
have to work on zero waste for waste management. In whatever 
vacant space you have, you can make a compost pit and 
de-compost the wet waste there, which will ensure our zero 
waste management. On this occasion, school principal 
Anuradha, Manish, Pawan Kumar, Sanjay Kumar, Kanta Devi, 
Amit Kumar, Subhash Chandra, Jaswinder Kaur, Hemlata, Sunil 
Kumar, Vijay etc. were present on the spot.

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, DECEMBER 2

A man in Karnal was mur-
dered on the day of his son’s 
wedding, shortly before the 
wedding procession was to 
leave. The family initially 
believed he had gone missing 
and continued with the cere-
mony. After the groom re-
turned with the bride, the 
shocking revelation of the 
father’s murder came to 
light.

The missing man, identi-
fied as 65-year-old Ramlal 
from Naurta village, had dis-
appeared on the morning of 
the wedding. When he did not 
return home despite exten-
sive searches around the vil-
lage and nearby areas, his 
family filed a missing complaint at In-
dri Police Station.

Police checked CCTV footage from 
the village, which showed Ramlal rid-
ing on a motorcycle behind a local 
youth named Abid. Following this lead, 

Abid was detained and questioned. 
During interrogation, he confessed 
that he, along with his associate Wajid, 
took Ramlal to Kalesar on the pretext of 
buying liquor, strangled him with a 
gamcha, and dumped the body in a for-

est area.
Despite this confes-

sion, police have not yet 
recovered the body. The 
accused kept changing 
their statements during 
the search operations in 
Kalesar forest over the 
past two days, making it 
difficult for the police to 
locate the exact crime 
spot.

The family and vil-
lagers protested at the 
police station on Tues-
day, alleging negli-
gence. 

They claimed that 
one of the accused even 
escaped police custody 
during one of the site 
visits but was caught 
again later. They 

warned of a large-scale agitation if the 
body is not recovered soon. The family 
also said that Ramlal was carrying a 
significant amount of money to buy 
wedding supplies, and that too remains 
untraced.

Father murdered on son’s wedding 
day; two arrested

NIRMAL SAINI 
RADAUR, DECEMBER 2

Former MLA and INLD lead-
er Abhay Singh Chautala has 
approached the Punjab and 
Haryana High Court seeking 
additional security for him-
self and his family. He has 
been receiving threats from 
unknown individuals, for-
eign numbers, and interna-
tional gangsters for some 
time. Chautala has also 
sought security from the Cen-
tral Security Force. The peti-
tion makes serious allega-
tions against anti-social ele-
ments associated with the 
ruling party. On Tuesday, the 
Punjab and Haryana High 
Court issued notices to the 
Haryana government and 
other respondents seeking re-
sponses to a petition seeking 
security for Abhay Singh 
Chautala. Chautala has cited 
threats to his life in his peti-

tion and sought Z+ or Z-cate-
gory security.

According to the chronol-
ogy recorded in the petition, 
he claims to have received 
threats several times between 
June 15, 2023, and July 15, 
2025. Chautala told the High 
Court that he received phone 
calls and WhatsApp messag-
es. The callers stated that this 
was a final warning and 

threatened to harm his fami-
ly. The petition also alleges 
that despite repeated applica-
tions and complaints, the 
state government failed to 
provide adequate security. 
The petition also mentions 
the murder of Nafe Singh 
Rathi and claims that inter-
national gangs and political 
opponents are suspected to be 
involved in the case. 

Abhay Chautala demands Z+ security 
for himself and family due to threats

Digvijay of Sagga village marries 
without dowry or shagun
KAMAL SHARMA
TARAORI: At a time when the evil practice of giving and taking 
dowry in society shows no signs of ending, the son of the former 
Sarpanch representative of Sagga village has set a simple and in-
spiring example. By marrying without dowry or shagun, he not only 
added to the happiness of both families but also sent a strong mes-
sage to society. Digvijay Rana, son of Subhash Rana, a representa-
tive and social activist from Sagga village, was committed to the 
idea of not accepting 
any dowry at his own 
wedding. Digvijay of 
Sagga village and Dr. 
Vaishali, daughter of 
Barwala, tied the knot. 
No dowry was ex-
changed by either 
side at the wedding 
ceremony, earning 
praise not only from Sagga village but throughout Karnal district. 
The groom appealed from the stage to the people to stop consider-
ing daughters a burden and to work together to end the evil practice 
of dowry. Representative Subhash Rana, while providing informa-
tion, said that in this era of ostentation and dowry competition at 
weddings, everyone must work together to spread awareness.  He 
explained that his family has set an example in Sagga village, send-
ing a powerful message to change society's mindset. Several digni-
taries, including social activists Nathu Rana, Gyan Singh Rana, 
Janak Rana, Rambhul Rana, Jasbir Rana, Jagmal Singh, and Kan-
warpal, said that by not accepting a single penny of dowry at his 
wedding, Digvijay proved that relationships are built on love.

RAHUL KOHLI 
YAMUNANAGAR, DEC 2

Former Congress candidate 
from Yamunanagar, Raman 
Tyagi, returns to his office on 
Monday after several days. He 
had been unwell for a long time 
and underwent surgery due to 
his serious condition. Upon his 
return to office after recovery, 
workers were particularly en-
thusiastic.All workers warmly 
welcomed him and inquired 
about his health in detail. 
Workers present at office sat 
with Raman Tyagi and dis-
cussed not only his health but 
also current state of Yamu-
nanagar. They explained that 
condition of city's roads is dete-
riorating day by day, with pot-
holes everywhere hampering 
traffic.They also highlighted 

problems faced with basic 
amenities like drinking water, 
drainage and sanitation. Ra-
man Tyagi listened carefully to 
workers and said that every 
problem in city is related to 
public and he will raise these 
issues before concerned de-
partments. He said that organi-
zation is strong and only 
through unity of workers can 
every issue be raised effective-

ly. Prominent workers present 
on this occasion included 
Ashok Kohli, Surendra, Om-
prakash, Vijay, Kamal, Tushar 
Kohli, Raju, Kuldeep, Iqbal 
Singh, Suresh Anand. The 
workers expressed happiness 
over Raman Tyagi's recovery 
and return to active politics 
and said that under his leader-
ship the problems of area will 
be raised more strongly.

Congress leader Raman Tyagi 
returns to office after recovery, 
sparking enthusiasm in workers



EDITORIAL 
China reaffirms its opaque nuclear posture

hina is expanding its nuclear-warhead arsenal at blistering 

Cpace, one that constitutes the fastest build-up of nuclear 
weaponry in human history. Alarmingly, Beijing has failed to 

explain why it perceives the need to do so, until now, that is.A 
Pentagon report published in late 2023 tabulated 500 operational 
nuclear warheads in China, a figure that had increased to 600+ by late 
2024. By 2030, China will have apredicted 1,000 nuclear 
warheads.China set about offering clarity as to its nuclear posture 
through a white paper entitled "China's Arms Control, Disarmament, 
and Nonproliferation in the New Era". Issued on November 27, 20 
years since China last issued such a document, it however leaves 
many questions unanswered.Why is China embarking on the world's 
fastest buildup of nuclear weapons?One brief line in the white paper 
offers an explanation: "the modernization of its nuclear forces" is 
apparently "to safeguard China's own strategic security and overall 
global strategic stability". By multiplying its nuclear forces, Beijing 
blithely asserts that both it and the rest of the world can feel safer.Tong 
Zhao, Senior Fellow at Carnegie China's Nuclear Policy Program, 
commented that "China now argues more openly that the 
strengthening of its military is to strengthen the peaceful forces in the 
world - a vision that ties the achievement of global strategic stability to 
a more capable Chinese nuclear force."At its 3 September military 
parade through Tiananmen Square, missiles featured prominently 
and proudly. In fact, no fewer than five types of nuclear weapons 
appeared in the event: DF-61, DF-5C and DF-31BJ intercontinental 
ballistic missiles (ICBM); JL-1 air-launched nuclear-tipped missiles; 
and JL-3 submarine-launched ballistic missiles.Referring to this 
document's release, Lyle Morris, Senior Fellow at the Asia Society 
Policy Institute's Center for China Analysis, commented, "I wouldn't 
say the content is disappointing, since this is China's official position 
and repeats Beijing's historical positions from the past. To be sure, it's 
full of propaganda divorced from China's own actions and policies, but 
it nonetheless offers some new insights into China's own nuclear 
policy that merit our attention."One idiosyncrasy is China's assertion 
that it is a peace-loving nation and contributor to global security and 
prosperity. The white paper claimed: "The Chinese nation has always 
cherished peace and harmony among nations, upheld justice and 
opposed abuse of the weak by the strong and excessive use of 
force."Philippine and Vietnamese fishermen, and members of the 
Philippine Coast Guard, amongst others, would refute China's claims 
of innocence. The People's Liberation Army (PLA) and China Coast 
Guard are being particularly aggressive in the South China Sea. 
Furthermore, China eschewed and denigrated international 
organizations like the Permanent Court of Arbitration that told Beijing 
its territorial claims in the South China Sea are illegal. There is a lot of 
finger pointing in the white paper, generally towards the USA.

T
he Central government is expected to meet its 
fiscal deficit target for FY26 by cutting back on 
capital expenditure to offset potential shortfalls 

in income tax and GST collections, according to a 
report by Goldman Sachs.The report highlighted that 
central government capex contracted sharply in 
October, declining by around 28 per cent year-on-
year. This fall was mainly due to lower capex 
transfers to states, even as defence capex continued 
to remain strong. It stated, "We continue to expect 
the central government 
to meet its fiscal deficit 
target of 4.4 per cent of 
GDP for FY26 by 
reducing expenditure 
(likely capex), to offset 
potential income tax and 
GST shortfalls". In 
contrast, current 
expenditure rose 
sequentially because of 
higher interest 
payments, though it 
stayed lower compared 
with the same month last 
year.On the receipts 
front, direct taxes declined sequentially due to lower 
income tax and corporate tax collections. GST 
collections also contracted, following recent rate 
reductions, and are expected to remain subdued in 
the coming months. Despite these pressures, 
Goldman Sachs said it continues to expect the 
Centre to achieve its fiscal deficit target for FY26 by 
reducing expenditure.According to the report, the 
fiscal deficit for April-October 2025 stood at 4.0 per 
cent of GDP (GSe), compared with the budget 

estimate (BE) of 4.4 per cent for the full year. The 
deficit reached 52.6 per cent of the total budgeted 
deficit for FY26, marking the lowest level since 2011, 
excluding the pandemic years of FY21 and 
FY22.Direct tax receipts contracted 1.2 per cent 
month-on-month, mainly due to weaker income tax 
collections, which grew 27 per cent year-on-year but 
fell 23 per cent month-on-month. Corporate tax 
collections also contracted sequentially because of a 
high base in the previous month. Indirect tax 

collections contracted by 5.0 per cent year-on-year (-
3.3 per cent month-on-month), driven by lower GST 
receipts following the implementation of reduced 
GST rates that came into effect in the last week of 
September.The report said these trends reinforce the 
expectation that expenditure rationalisation, 
particularly of capex, will play a key role in keeping 
the fiscal deficit within the targeted 4.4 per cent of 
GDP for FY26.

As the world rapidly advances 
into the era of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), the role of 

educators is evolving beyond 
imparting academic knowledge. 
While AI can analyze data, 
personalize learning, and assist in 
classroom tasks, it cannot replace 
the human touch that shapes 
emotional growth and social 
understanding.

 In this changing landscape, 
empathetic educators have become 
the true need of the hour.

Empathy in education allows 
teachers to understand students’ 
emotions, challenges, and diverse 
backgrounds. When educators 
respond with compassion and 
patience, they create classroom 
environments where learners feel 
seen, heard, and valued. 

This emotional safety is 
essential for students to express 
themselves confidently and engage 
meaningfully in the learning process.

Amidst the increasing use of 
AI tools, children are more 
vulnerable to emotional disconnect, 
stress, and isolation. Empathetic 
educators bridge this gap by 
nurturing human connections. 

They model respect, kindness, 
and understanding—qualities that 
technology cannot teach. Their 
presence assures students that their 
feelings matter, their struggles are 

acknowledged, and their well-being 
is prioritized.

Such safe and supportive 
learning spaces not only reduce 
behavioral issues but also 
enhance academic performance. 
Students become more resilient, 
collaborative, and responsible 
when guided by teachers who 
balance technological progress 
with emotional intelligence.In 
essence, while AI strengthens 
education, empathetic educators 
strengthen humanity. Their ability 
to create respectful, 
compassionate, and emotionally 
healthy learning spaces ensures 
that students grow not just as 
successful learners but as 
thoughtful, empathetic individuals 
prepared for the forceable future.

BY:-Dr. Babita Arora
Principal Adarsh Memorial 

College for Women Abohar.

Empathetic education in the era of AI Capex cuts to offset tax shortfalls
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I
n a significant 
environmental milestone, 
Agriculture Block Jhunir 

has recorded a dramatic decline 
in stubble-burning incidents 
during the Kharif 2025 season, 
emerging as one of the most 
progressive blocks in Punjab in 
the movement toward clean and 
sustainable farming.Stubble 
burning has long plagued North 
India, causing severe air 
pollution, soil degradation, and 

health hazards. 
However, Jhunir’s 

transformation reflects the 
combined efforts of the 
Agriculture Department and 
progressive farmers, who have 
shifted from traditional 
burning to modern residue 
incorporation practices.In-
Situ Residue Management 
Drives SuccessThis year, the 
Agriculture Department 
placed a strong emphasis on 
in-situ crop residue 
management, encouraging 
farmers to use machines such 
as the Happy Seeder, Super 
Seeder, Mulcher, and 
Rotavator. These technologies 
allow residue to be 
incorporated directly into the 
soil rather than 
burned.Farmers who have 
practiced in-situ management 
for the last 3–4 years reported 
visible improvements in soil 
health and crop performance. 
They noted that earlier, 
residue burning caused 
declining organic matter, hard 
soil texture, reduced yields, pest 

outbreaks, and higher fertilizer 
requirements—ultimately 
increasing cultivation costs. 

After shifting to residue 
incorporation, they 
observed:Better soil structure 

and fertilityHigher organic 
matter and improved moisture 
retentionIncreased crop 

yieldsReduction in fertilizer 
useLower cultivation cost and 
improved profitabilityOverall 
enhancement in long-term soil 
sustainabilityAs a result of 
these proven benefits, the 
number of farmers adopting in-
situ management has risen 
significantly in the current 
season.

Villages Achieve 
Remarkable ResultsSeveral 
villages under Block Jhunir 
recorded outstanding progress. 
Kot Dharmu reported only one 
mature fire incident, while 
Makha achieved zero mature 
fires, demonstrating exemplary 
commitment. Due to limited 
availability of baler machinery 
this year, the department 
pushed for in-situ incorporation 
aggressively, which played a 
key role in reducing fire 
cases.Village Nandgarh set a 
unique precedent by choosing to 
adopt only in-situ methods and 
requesting subsidized 
machinery from the 
department. In response, 
equipment was provided 

through cooperative societies 
and Custom Hiring Centres 
(CHCs), helping Nandgarh 
achieve zero stubble burning 
this season.Farmers Become 
Change LeadersOn-field 
demonstrations and farmer-to-
farmer guidance were organized 
across the block, where 
experienced farmers shared 
their success with others, 
creating widespread awareness 
and trust.

Progressive farmers such as 
Sardar Sadha Singh, Rupinder 
Singh, Mohandeep Singh, and 
Raj Kumar have been practicing 
in-situ management 
consistently for the past several 
years. Their efforts have been 
acknowledged by the District 
Administration and have 
inspired many new farmers to 
join the movement.

BY:-Amritpal Singh- 
Agriculture Development 

Officer

POEMS

The report explores insurance 
behaviour through five key 
themes: the gap between 
inflation and policy adequacy, 
Gen Z's delay in purchasing 
insurance, the underinsurance 
of working women, the rural-
urban divide, and how AI can 
help build trust and 
transparency in the sector.
The report spotlights the 
underinsurance of working 
women. Only 19 per cent of 
working women have life 
insurance in their own name, 
despite contributing to 
household incomes.

Look at the sky. We are not alone. The whole universe is 
friendly to us and conspires only to give the

 best to those who dream and work. 

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

God, our Creator, has stored within our minds and 
personalities, great potential strength and ability. 

Prayer helps us tap and develop these powers. 

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

is death! and peace, indeed, is here,T
And ease from shame, and rest from fear.
There's nothing can dismarble now
The smoothness of that limpid brow.
But is a calm like this, in truth,
The crowning end of life and youth,
And when this boon rewards the dead,
Are all debts paid, has all been said?
And is the heart of youth so light,
Its step so firm, its eye so bright,
Because on its hot brow there blows
A wind of promise and repose
From the far grave, to which it goes;
Because it hath the hope to come,
One day, to harbour in the tomb?
Ah no, the bliss youth dreams is one
For daylight, for the cheerful sun,
For feeling nerves and living breath—
Youth dreams a bliss on this side death.
It dreams a rest, if not more deep,
More grateful than this marble sleep;
It hears a voice within it tell:
Calm's not life's crown, though calm is well.
'Tis all perhaps which man acquires,
But 'tis not what our youth desires.

Guru Teg Bahadur, Hind di chadar.
A defender of faith, a shielding protector.
His fearless heart, a beacon bright.
Radiates courage in the darkest night.
A spiritual warrior,true and bold.
Guru Teg Bahadur, a legacy to hold.
A venerable supremo with divine powers.
Taught us the path where compassion showers.
Steadfast as mountains, selfless as the sun.
Guru Teg Bahadur, a legacy begun.
Infinite wisdom and benignity in nature.
Highlight his exalted and sacred stature.
May his teachings guide us on our way.
May his martyrdom inspire us everyday.
For selflessness
For sacrifice
For spirituality
For justice and equality

Written by:---
Harpreet Kaur BARNALA

ANUJ TYAGI

RAO INDERJIT SINGH

 MANMOHAN SINGH

On Humility

Block Jhunir sets landmark achievement in curbing stubble burning

 Shivraj Singh Chouhan

ice in the grass of want:

queen of leaf-

 rot, I’ve let go—

after leaf-drop—

what I thought

 I needed, resolve

in the red oak—

wintering, I tuck myself in

 behind a slab of bark

while blue jays tear at

cells of pulp, consuming

what’s left of

 my dead—spring

is an instinct

that shall not

 rest—a tomb, a tone,

atone

Om Prakash Gupta 

By Shara Lessley

Ms. Jyoti Vij 

Lower taxes, higher 
confidence, and a 
surge in affordable 
travel are redefining 
how Indians explore 
their own country.

A
head of Russian 
President's Vladimir 
Putin's India visit, Russia's 

First Deputy Prime Minister and 
Co-chair of the India-Russia Inter-
governmental Commission on 
Trade, Economic, Scientific, 
Technological and Cultural 
Cooperation Denis Manturov said 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin's upcoming visit to India 
marks a "return to the tradition of 
annual high-level summits," 
describing it as a major step 
toward deepening the strategic 
partnership between the two 
countries."This will be President 
Putin's first visit to India in a 
long period," Manturov said 
during an exclusive interview 
with ANI, adding that both sides 
had "thoroughly prepared the 
agenda" to ensure the meetings 
on December 4-5 are productive. 
"That would be the first visit of 
our President Vladimir Putin to 
your friendly country for a long 
period of time. 

That returns us to the 
tradition of annual high-level 
summits which represents an 
undeniable success. Together with 
our Indian colleagues we have 
thoroughly prepared the agenda 
for the visit. We expect that all the 
meetings and negotiations that 
are to take place will be fruitful 
and will give new momentum for 
our two countries' strategic 
cooperation in all areas", said 
Manturov. Coinciding with 
Putin's visit, the India-Russia 
Forum will convene in New Delhi 
with senior government officials 
and business leaders from both 
nations. Manturov said the 
forum is expected to explore 
ways to expand and diversify 
bilateral trade, including 
boosting Indian exports of 
equipment, raw materials and 
food products to Russia.The 
discussions will also focus on 
deepening industrial 

cooperation, advancing joint 
investment projects and 
expanding collaboration in high-
technology domains. Manturov 
stressed that the forum is 
intended to serve as a platform 
for direct engagement between 
businesses from both countries, 
helping to accelerate 
commercial partnerships and 
fuel growth in mutual trade."In 
the context of the visit of the 
head of our country on 
December 4-5 India-Russia 
forum is to take place in New 
Delhi with participation of 
government and business 
representatives. During the 
forum it is planned to discuss 
the opportunities for expanding 
and diversifying bilateral trade, 
including increasing the volume 
of supplies of Indian products -- 
in particular various equipment, 

raw materials and foodstuffs", 
said Manturov. “

Also on the agenda are the 
deepening of industrial 
cooperation and the 
implementation of joint 
investment projects, cooperation 
in the field of high technology and 
collaboration in other areas. The 
forum is designed to be a good 
platform for establishing direct 
dialogue between Russian and 
Indian companies and will 
contribute to the intensification of 
ties and the growth of mutual 
trade between our countries", he 
added. Manturov, on his vision for 
India-Russia relations in the next 
decade, said that Moscow 
expects its relationship with 
India to remain resilient, 
dynamic and deeply rooted in 
long-standing friendship over 
the next decade, outlining 

Moscow's long-term vision for 
the strategic partnership.

Reflecting on the rapidly 
changing global landscape, 
Manturov noted that predicting 
the future has become more 
challenging, but certain 
fundamentals remain clear. "Even 
in ten years, Russia and India will 
stay true friends aimed at the 
comprehensive development of 
bilateral cooperation," he said. He 
emphasized that ties between the 
two countries will continue to 
"evolve dynamically and adapt to 
the demands of the time," while 
remaining anchored in decades-
old trust and historical warmth.

Manturov expressed 
confidence that current joint 
initiatives will reach fruition and 
pave the way for new areas of 
engagement. He said the next 
decade will see both nations 

advancing to a higher tier of 
cooperation, with a major 
emphasis on high-technology 
industries and both fundamental 
and applied scientific research.

“Russia and India will 
successfully move to a more 
advanced level of cooperation 
where focus areas would be hi-
tech industries and scientific 
achievements," he said.On the 
global stage, Manturov predicted a 
rising role for emerging 
economies, noting that 
cooperation between Moscow and 
New Delhi will contribute 
significantly to the strengthening 
influence of the Global South. 

“Thanks to joint efforts, the 
influence of the Global South will 
further strengthen," he said.The 
remarks underscore Russia's 
outlook for a partnership that 
blends continuity with 
transformation--preserving old 
foundations while opening new 
frontiers in technology, research 
and global diplomacy.Russian 
President Vladimir Putin will pay 
a state visit to India from 
December 4-5 at the invitation of 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. During the visit, Putin will 
attend the 23rd India-Russia 
Annual Summit and hold talks 
with PM Modi. The President of 
India will also receive Putin and 
host a banquet in his honour.

The visit will provide an 
opportunity for the leadership of 
India and Russia to review 
progress in bilateral relations, 
outline the vision for 
strengthening the 'Special and 
Privileged Strategic Partnership', 
and exchange views on regional 
and global issues of mutual 
interest, the MEA statement 
said.The upcoming visit will mark 
Putin's first to India since 2021. 
The two leaders last met in person 
on September 1 this year in 
Tianjin, China, on the sidelines of 
the SCO Summit.

Putin's India visit

Gyan Bhushan Pratik Ghosh

Nayab Singh Saini 
Chief Minister, Haryana 

Nayab Singh Saini, 
Chief Minister, Haryana

PRASHANT SHARMA

Ms V Hekali Zhimomi 



Gurukul Team wins first place
in Shri Krishna-Arjun Samvad

HANS RAJ
KURUKSHETRA: State-level competitions of International Gita
Mahotsav 2025 were held with great enthusiasm, with hundreds of
students from various schools participating. In senior category, team
of Aarav Gautam and Chirag Kataria from Gurukul secured first
place in state in Shri Krishna-Arjun Samvad. In junior category,
team of Akshat Arya, Divya Prakash and Sonu won third place in
quiz. Kanvyash Thakur received a special prize in speech
competition. Upon arriving at Gurukul, all winning students were
warmly welcomed by Director Brigadier Dr. Praveen Kumar,
Principal Sube Pratap and other teachers. District-level competitions
were organized by Haryana Education Department from November
21-23 and state-level competitions from November 27-30.
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HANS RAJ
KURUKSHETRA: Nivedita Public
School enthusiastically participated in a
special program organized at Theme Park
to commemorate International Shrimad
Bhagavad Gita Jayanti Festival 2025.
Students enthusiastically recited shlokas
from Bhagavad Gita collectively. During
program, students clearly, melodiously and
emotionally recited selected shlokas from

various chapters of Gita. Children
demonstrated their understanding and
respect for Vedic tradition, culture and
spiritual knowledge. School Director Meva
Ram Kashyap praised students' excellent
efforts, saying that such events foster
awareness of Indian culture and promote
spiritual development among children.
Parents and spectators also praised
children's confidence and presentation. 

NEWS BRIEF

Pulse Polio drops
to be administered
on 21 Dec: DC

ANIL  KUMAR
SOLAN: Deputy Commissioner
Solan, Manmohan Sharma, on
Monday chaired a meeting with
officials regarding Pulse Polio, the
District AIDS Prevention and
Control Society, and Tuberculosis
control programmes. He informed
that the Pulse Polio campaign in
Solan district will begin on 21
December 2025, during which
87,450 children in the age group
of 0 to 5 years will be
administered polio drops. To
ensure successful implementation
of the campaign, 431 booths will
be set up across the district,
along with 28 mobile teams. He
said that health workers will
conduct door-to-door visits on 22
and 23 December to administer
the drops to children who may
have missed it on the first day.
Speaking on World AIDS Day
2025, he said the theme for this
year is ‘Overcoming Disruption,
Transforming the AIDS
Response’. Various awareness
programmes will be organised
over the next month by the
Health and Family Welfare
Department based on this
theme.
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Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami announced
the formation of a high-level
commission for the revival and
development of Sanskrit.
Addressing the two-day
International Sanskrit
Conference in Haridwar, CM
Dhami said that roots of many
languages around the world are
linked to Sanskrit and all the
ancient texts -- Vedas, Puranas
and Upanishads -- were in
Sanskrit, which enriched India's
ideological heritage. Pointing to
the growing interest among
European scholars in the Sanskrit
literature of 18th and 19th
centuries, he said that ancient
universities such as Takshashila,
Nalanda, Vikramshila and
Vallabhi used to disseminate
Sanskrit-based knowledge to the
world. Great scholars such as
Charaka, Sushruta, Aryabhatta,
Bhaskaracharya, Chanakya,
Brahmagupta and Panini were
born in India, the chief minister
said, adding that "it is our duty to
enrich Sanskrit in the holy land
of Uttarakhand, which gave birth

to the Vedas and the knowledge
of sages." Dhami said
Uttarakhand has recognised
Sanskrit as its second official
language and the state
government is continuously
making efforts to promote
Sanskrit education in schools. He
said the state government has
resolved to establish Adarsh
Sanskrit Gram in every district
and efforts are on to increase
government assistance in
research and employment
opportunities for Sanskrit
students. Dhami recollected that
he studied Sanskrit till Class 9
and the verses, grammar and
sweetness of the language are
still alive in his memory. 

Market Committee Chairman Kulraj Sharma
and Vice-Chairman Yogesh Gupta assume office

CHANDIGARH
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Nivedita Public School students participate in recitation of shlokas on Gita Jayanti

Villagers protest at police
station over lack of action

MAINPAL KASHYAP
INDRI: Villagers staged strong protest against police
administration at police station today. Villagers Baljinder and
Vijaypal said that a man from their village, Naurata, has been
missing for past four days, but police have yet to take any
concrete action. In protest, a large number of men, women and
youth gathered at local police station, shouting slogans and
demanding a safe search for missing man. According to
information received, Ramlal, a resident of village, suddenly
went missing. Family initially searched for him on their own
but when they found no clue, they filed a missing person
report at police station. Family alleges that police limited
themselves to paperwork and did not initiate an on-the-ground
search. Villagers say that when Ramlal was searched for,
CCTV camera footage revealed that he was seen riding a
motorcycle with an unknown person.  Villagers say these
crucial clues could help police speed up investigation, but
police have not yet searched routes where witnesses last saw
him." Baljinder said a neighbour was suspected and taken into
custody by police. 

NIILM University hosts
Inspiring Alumni Meet 2025

SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL: Alumni Meet 2025 was organized by the School
of Social Sciences and Humanities, School of Life Sciences
and School of Physics Sciences, NIILM University Kaithal in
the University on Tuesday. The coordinators of this program
were Dr. Narendra Kumar, Dr. Anil Kumar, Professor Rekha
Rani and Mehak Gupta. Alumni of different batches
enthusiastically participated in the get together. They shared
their professional journey, valuable experiences and insights
with the present students, creating an inspiring and interactive
environment. During the program, Dr. Ravinder Tiwari gave
an enlightening statement on career guidance which helped
the students to understand the diverse career paths and skill
building opportunities. The Vice Chancellor Prof Shamim
Ahmed was the chief guest on this occasion.  He graced the
occasion, appreciated the achievements of the alumni and
inspired them to continue contributing to the development of
the University. He encouraged the current students to learn
from the success stories of their seniors and work with
dedication towards their goals. 

Birth anniversary of Saint Shiromani Sain
Maharaj will be celebrated on Dec 4

RINKU SAINI
LADWA: Chief Minister's office in-charge Kailash Saini
said that the birth anniversary of Saint Shiromani Sain
Maharaj would be organized in the grain market of Ladwa in
the assembly seat of Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini will
be historic. Chief Minister Naib Singh Saini will participate
in this birth anniversary and will inaugurate the development
works done in Ladwa Assembly. Along with this, the
foundation stone of new works will be laid. He said that the
government has taken the initiative to celebrate the birth
anniversary at the state level government expense to honor
all the saints and great men. The aim of the government is
that the teachings of saints and great men should reach the
masses so that there can be both improvement and salvation
of the society. Kailash Saini was taking stock of the
preparations for the rally to be organized in the grain market.
During this, Chairman of Hair Art and Skill Development
Board Yashpal Thakur, ADC Shambhu Rathi and DSP
Randhir Singh were also present. The birth anniversary of
Saint Shiromani Sain Maharaj will be celebrated on
December 4 at Ladwa in Kurukshetra, for which a state level
program is being organized. 

Congress party announces election
candidates from Constituency Jagraon 

SUKH NAHAR
JAGRAON: The preparations for Zila Parishad and
Panchayat Samiti are on full swings all over Punjab as all
parties have commenced their campaigning. In constituency
Jagraon, Congress party becomes the first to announce its
candidates, that includes, 1 for zila parishad and 10 for block
samiti. Giving detailed information about this, party's district
president Major Singh Mullanpur and constituency incharge
Jagtar Singh Jagga Hissowal stated that congress party
announced Harinder Singh Chahal as candidate for zila
parishad from Galib Kalan zone and for block samiti- Dalip
Kaur from Galib Kalan, Parbjot Kaur from Ramghar Bhular,
Paramjeet Kaur from Abbupura, Rimpi from Bagian,
Gurdeep Kaur from Sekhdaulat, Gurjeet Singh Geeta from
Barsal, and Sukhdev Singh from Gidderpindi.

Gita Jayanti Festival is path to salvation in
human life: Brahmaswarup Brahmachari

HANS RAJ
KURUKSHETRA: In his message, Brahmaswarup
Brahmachari, Supreme President of Shri Jayaram
organizations operating in various states of country, extended
his heartfelt greetings to people of country and the state on
occasion of Gita Jayanti Festival. He explained that it was on
Mokshada Ekadashi of Shukla Paksha of month of
Margashirsha that Lord Shri Krishna delivered message of
Gita. During Mahabharata war, Lord Shri Krishna delivered
message of Gita not only to Arjuna but to entire universe.
Brahmachari explained that solution to every human's worries,
sorrows and dilemmas lies only in Gita. He said that on
Ekadashi of Shukla Paksha of month of Margashirsha, people
across world are celebrating Gita Jayanti Festival. 

Shemrock World School’s ‘Parivartan 2025’
showcases talent and cultural brilliance on day-4

BUREAU
ZIRAKPUR: The fourth day of Parivartan 2025 at Shemrock
World School concluded with grace, energy, and a remarkable
display of talent. The event was graced by Smt. Anjali Sharma,
CBSE City Coordinator, and Smt. Ekta Nagpal, noted Social
Activist. Their esteemed presence added dignity,
encouragement, and warmth to the celebration. The programme
commenced with a respectful Welcome Address, followed by
the auspicious Lamp Lighting Ceremony, invoking blessings of
knowledge, peace, and harmony. The devotional spirit
deepened with the soulful Shabad “Jo Mange Thakur Apne Te”,
setting a serene tone for the evening. The stage then transformed
into a vibrant canvas of creativity. The audience enjoyed a series
of captivating performances including melodious singing,
heartfelt Hindi poetry, and an impressive array of group dances
such as Ram Siya Ram, patriotic presentations, cultural fusions,
folk dances, and high-energy acts like MJ Dance, Bhangra, and
Giddha. Thought-provoking plays, “The Spirit of Recovery”
and “Aging with Dignity,” delivered meaningful social
messages, reflecting the school's commitment to holistic
education and value-based learning.

U’khand govt to form panel
for revival, development of

Sanskrit: CM Dhami

Barnala gears up for Zila Parishad,
Panchayat Samiti Elections on Dec 14

KULDEEP SOOD
BARNALA: All arrangements regarding Zila Parishad and
Panchayat Samiti elections should be completed on time and
voters should not face any kind of problem. This was
expressed by District Election Officer-cum-Deputy
Commissioner Mr. T. Benith during an important meeting
with the district officials. Mr. T. Benith said that the Punjab
State Election Commission has announced the general
elections of Zila Parishad and Panchayat Samiti members in
the state. As per the program issued by the State Election
Commission, elections will be held in 10 constituencies of
Zila Parishad and 65 constituencies of Block Samiti in
Barnala district on December 14. Mr. T. Benith urged the
officials to conduct the elections in a fair manner and said
that special care should be taken of the elderly voters during
the elections and arrangements should be made for them at
the booths as per the requirement. Meanwhile, Additional
District Election Officer-cum-Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Development) Mr. Harjinder Singh said that
the last date for filing nominations will be 04 December
2025 (Thursday). 

Swami Roop Chand Jain School
shines again at FAP National Awards

SUKH NAHAR
JAGRAON: Swami Roop Chand Jain Senior Secondary
School yet again received acknowledgement in the FAP
National Awards 2025 organized by Chandigarh University.
Under the leadership of Principal Rajpal Kaur, the teachers
and students have been receiving awards in various categories
over the years, and this tradition continues. Principal  Rajpal
Kaur herself has also been honored with this prestigious
award. Giving more information about this, the principal
stated that cleaning staff member Mangat Ram has been
serving the school with honesty and full dedication for the
past 35 years. "Owing to his long journey and commendable
service, the school management made a special effort to get
his name included in the FAP National Award 2025
nominations. This award is the result of his long-standing
honesty and loyal service," she mentioned. 

JAIBEER RANA THAMBER
BARARA, DEC 2

Newly appointed Chairman of the
Barara Market Committee, Kulraj
Sharma, and Vice-Chairman
Yogesh Gupta, formally assumed
office today. BJP State Vice
President Banto Kataria, Livestock
Development Board Chairman
Dharamveer Mirzapur, and District
President Mandeep Rana welcomed
them to their seats and wished them
a bright future. Addressing the
event, Banto Kataria said that
Kulraj Sharma has been associated

with the party for many years, and
by appointing a worker as
Chairman, the Chief Minister has
further enhanced the respect and
honor of workers. Dharamveer
Mirzapur said that the government
is giving responsibility to long-time
workers. The BJP government has
transformed the chaos that existed
in the state before 2014 into order,
eliminating nepotism and the
distribution of jobs. People are
being given benefits based on their
ability and hard work. Mandeep
Rana said that BJP's policies have
always been pro-people. 

NIILM University Kaithal performes
excellently in Haryana Utsav 2025

SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL: Haryana Utsav 2025 organized at Chaudhary
Ranbir Singh University, Jind filled the university with such
cultural flavor by presenting folk dance, folk songs, theatrical
performances, storytelling, folk tales, traditional games, crafts
and various shades of rural life, which transformed the entire
event into a great festival of Haryanvi life stream. NIILM
University Management and Vice Chancellor expressed
happiness over this achievement of the Youth and Cultural
Department and congratulated the entire team. In the three-day
Haryana Utsav, universities and colleges from across the state
displayed excellence in art, culture, music and theater skills.
Participants competed in various categories, with Chaudhary
Ranbir Singh University (CRSU), Jind securing the first
position and capturing the overall trophy. University Youth and
Cultural Department Director Dr. Ekta Chahal said that NIILM
University, Kaithal stood first in Haryanvi male solo dance, first
in Haryanvi female solo dance, first in Ragini, first in Couple
Ragini, first in On the Spot Painting, second in Rasiya group
dance, third in Haryanvi group dance.

Avoiding cyber fraud greatest legal
wisdom: Advocate Manoj Gandhi

KAMAL SHARMA
TARAORI: Advocate Manoj Gandhi, former
treasurer of the District Bar Association, said that in
the digital age, awareness is the greatest weapon.
Incidents like cybercrime, online fraud, and data
hacking are rapidly increasing, so every citizen
should prioritise the security of their mobile and
banking data. He explained that fraudsters defraud
people through social media, WhatsApp links, fake
customer care, and the lure of rewards. In such a situation, do not share
OTPs, bank details, or passwords under any circumstances. He said that just
as we lock our homes and protect our phones and online accounts, it is our
duty to protect them. Negligence is criminals' greatest strength. Manoj
Gandhi also said that young people, prey to drug addiction and bad
company, are drawn to crime. Parents and schools need to make young
people aware of the law.  Regarding traffic rules, he said that helmets and
seat belts save lives, not just challans. Speeding is not bravery but stupidity.
He said that free legal aid is guaranteed by law, so that economically weak
people will not be deprived of the right to justice. Anyone in need can take
legal help from the District Legal Services Authority. Describing the
Constitution and law of the country as the backbone of the society, he
stressed that rights are meaningful only when we also perform our duties.
Following the law is the responsibility of every citizen. Appealing to the
youth to come forward and make the society aware, he said that only
together it is possible to build a crime-free, safe and aware India.



 BFCET Bathinda Selected as Nodal Centre 
for Smart India Hackathon 2025 Finale

Himalaya BabyCare Celebrates its Leadership 
as a Brand ‘Loved by Babies’

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA 
KURUKSHETRA: The Chief Minister 
of Haryana, Nayab Singh Saini,  
commended the Media Chaupal 
established at the Haryana Pavilion on 
the sacred banks of Brahmsarovar, 
describing it as an exemplary initiative 
for conserving and disseminating 
Haryanvi heritage.

During his visit, Chief Minister 
Saini praised the unique format and 
objectives of the Media Chaupal, 
n o t i n g  i t s  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f 
contemporary communication tools to 
s t rengthen cu l tura l  roots .  He 

emphasized the importance of 
leveraging modern media to keep 
younger generations connected to 
their traditions and commended 
Kurukshetra University for facilitating 
such a platform that links youth with 
the region’s rich legacy.

Vice Chancellor, KUK, Prof Som 
Nath Sachdeva said, “Kurukshetra 
University is committed to fostering 
platforms that not only preserve our 
cultural heritage but also empower 
students to engage with it creatively 
and meaningfully,”

Director, IMC&MT, Prof. Maha 

Singh Poonia highlighted that the 
Media Chaupal was organized by 
t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  M a s s 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  M e d i a 
Technology (IMC&MT) under the 
guidance of Kurukshetra University 
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Som Nath 
Sachdeva. Prof Poonia added that 
the forum provided students with an 
invaluable opportunity to hone their 
artistic skills, present their work to the 
public, and gain practical experience 
t h r o u g h  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  l i v e 
showcases.

Deputy Director, Public Relations, 

Dr. Jimmy Sharma informed that 
during the Chief Minister’s visit to 
Brahmsarovar on Monday, the Media 
Chaupal team had the opportunity to 
interact with him. This edition of the 
Media Chaupal is a continuation of its 
earl ier success during the KU 
Ratnawali festival.

The event, which attracted 
dignitaries and visitors alike, was 
attended by the State Tourism Minister 
Dr. Arvind Sharma, Kurukshetra Zila 
Parishad Vice-Chairman Dharmpal 
Chaudhary, and the Chief Minister’s 
Media Coordinator Tushar Saini.

Nutritionist Sakshi Lalwani Debunks Myths 
on Palm Oil, Labels and Everyday Nutrition

KU Media Chaupal lauded by CM Saini for promoting Haryanvi culture

AU Small Finance Bank launches
Exclusive Banking Program for Chartered 
Accountants in partnership with ICAI

CHANDIGARH: With growing 
confusion around which cooking 
oi ls are truly healthy, the 
ongoing podcast series aims to 
help Indian households make 
in fo rmed ,  sc ience-based 
choices.  An episode that 
features nutritionist Sakshi 
Lalwani, who clarifies everyday 
concerns about cooking oil 
selection, label reading and safe 
c o o k i n g  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e 
episodes blend relatable food 
conversations with evidence-
led insights on fats, nutrition and 
the important role palm oil plays 
in Indian kitchens. In the first 
Episode, Sakshi explains the 
basics of palm oil, a plant-based 
oil extracted from the fruit of the 
oil palm tree. She breaks down 
how palm olein is naturally 
trans-fat free, stable at high 
temperatures, and contains 
Vitamin E tocotrienols and, the 
red palm oil contains beta-
carotene, a source of provitamin 
A. She highlights palm oil’s 

balanced fatty acid mix (around 50% saturated, 40% monounsaturated and 10% 
polyunsaturated fats) and emphasizes that smart cooking habits, not the elimination of any 
one oil, are key to healthier meals.

News
Flood Survivors in Cebu, Philippines Need Your Urgent Help

YUGMARG
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How technology is empowering new-age 
insurance models and micro-entrepreneurs

93-year-old Pausa Singh creates 
history, wins gold in 100m Race

CHANDIGARH: The 47th Masters 
Athletics Competition, organised by the 
Masters Athletics Association 
Chandigarh and sponsored by S.S. 
Builders & Real Estate, was held at the 
Sector 7 Sports Complex, Chandigarh. 
Around 500 athletes from the city enthu-
siastically participated in the event. 
Athletes—both men and women—aged 
between 30 and over 90 years delivered 
excellent performances.

The chief guest for the event was 
Kalka MLA Shakti Rani Sharma. All par-
ticipants were provided T-shirts as a sou-
venir. Additionally, S S Builders & Real 
Estate arranged lunch, juice, fruits, and 
drinking water for all participants, making 
the event more enjoyable and comfort-
able for the athletes.

Among the participants, the oldest 
athlete, 93-year-old Mr. Pausa Singh, 
secured the first position and won the 
gold medal in the 100m race.

In the 100m (80+ age group), Tejpal 
Singh won the gold medal.

85-year-old athlete K.K. Bajaj won 
the gold medal and secured first place in 
the 200m race. In the 70+ age group, 
Bakhshish Kaur won the gold medal in 
the 100m race. In the 3000m run (65+ 
age group), G.S. Mann secured the gold 
medal.

In the 400m race, Bharpoor Kaur 
won the first position. In the 75+ 
women's age group, Satwant Kaur 
secured first place in shot put and javelin 
throw. In the 80+ women's category, 
Vidya Wati won the gold medal.

Amritsar. Skoda Auto India has achieved a significant milestone in its 25th year in the 
country, crossing 5 lakh units in cumulative sales. In November 2025 alone, the 
company sold 5,491 units, marking an impressive 90% year-on-year growth. Notably, 
Skoda had already recorded its highest-ever annual sales within the first ten months of 
2025.  Skoda Auto India Brand Director Ashish Gupta stated that the company’s 
expanding network, value-driven offerings, and strong product portfolio played key 
roles in this remarkable growth.
The company continues to maintain its strong sedan legacy, with Octavia and Slavia 
remaining top choices among customers. The tremendous demand for the Octavia RS, 
which saw all bookings filled within just 20 minutes, highlights its massive popularity.
In the SUV segment, models like Kodiaq, Kushaq, and Kalyak are performing strongly. 
Among them, Kushaq and Kalyak have earned 5-star safety ratings from both Global 
NCAP and Bharat NCAP, reflecting their high safety standards and robust build quality.
This achievement underscores Skoda Auto India’s strengthening presence in the 
Indian market and the growing trust of customers.

Royal challenge unveils bold new
campaign ‘Main Nahi Toh Kaun Be’

Skoda Auto India Achieves Major 
Milestone: 5 Lakh Sales in 25th Year

CHANDIGARH: Royal Challenge Packaged Drinking Water has launched its bold new 
campaign, ‘Main Nahi Toh Kaun Be’, a powerful celebration of self-belief and authenticity. The 
campaign champions a new generation that’s rewriting the meaning of bold - raw, self-made, 
and unapologetically real. It reflects a shift from living by inherited norms to defining success 
on one’s own terms, from “what will people think” to “what do I think.” Brought to life through 
Srushti Tawade’s spirited anthem of the same name, and featuring icons like cricket star 
Smriti Mandhana, youth icon Rannvijay Singha, gaming phenomenon Naman “Mortal” 
Mathur, and Srushti herself, the campaign is a tribute to those who’ve chosen bold at every 
turn and earned the right to say, Main Nahi Toh Kaun Be. Representing diverse passions that 
define young India — from sports and entertainment to music and gaming — the campaign 
speaks to a generation unafraid to dream big and carve its own path. The film opens with an 
energetic montage capturing each icon in their own world: Smriti on the pitch, commanding 
every shot; Rannvijay pushing boundaries with confidence; Mortal deep in gameplay 
strategy; and Srushti delivering fiery verses that echo her individuality. Their journeys unfold 
through moments of hustle, passion and triumph, all connected by one powerful idea — 
belief in oneself. ‘Main Nahi Toh Kaun Be’ goes beyond being a campaign. 

CHANDIGARH: AU Small Finance 
Bank (AU SFB), India’s largest 
small finance bank and the first to 
receive in-principle approval from the 
Reserve Bank of India to transition into 
a universal bank, announced the 
launch of the ‘AU Chartered 
Accountants Program’. Developed in 
partnership with Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of India (ICAI), AU SFB 
has created customised products and 
solutions for CAs in India. Recognising 
that the CA community significantly 
contributes to India’s economic growth, 
AU SFB stands with them in their 
journey, offering superior, tailor-made 
banking solutions.  The program was 
launched by Sanjay Agarwal, 
Founder, MD & CEO of AU SFB, at 
an event organised by ICAI in New 
Delhi. It brings together an 
exclusive Current Account (AU 
Royale Business), Savings Account 
(AU Royale Savings), and the AU 
CA Metal Credit Card, combining 
the precision of managing clients, 
firms, and families with unmatched 
convenience, rewards, and 
recognition.

Direction is always challenging  – Jaypal Singh

CHANDIGARH : After the onslaught of Typhoon Kalmaegi, widespread flooding has left communities across Cebu struggling to survive. Entire neighborhoods remain 
submerged in mud, homes and belongings have been destroyed, and thousands of families are displaced in temporary shelters without access to basic necessities. Due 
to increased requests for assistance and UNITED SIKHS’ past presence in the Philippines, our humanitarian response team was formally requested by the Mayor of 
Cebu City to reach out and support the communities hit the hardest. The affected barangays include Bacayan, Sudlon II, Lusaran, Paril, Cambinocot, Guba, Toong, 
Sapangdaku, and Buot-Taup. UNITED SIKHS has mobilized its humanitarian response team to provide immediate relief, visiting affected areas, gathering firsthand 
reports, and compiling a detailed list of urgently needed supplies requested by local residents. Immediate Needs at Temporary Shelters Include Medical facilities and 
support, Essential medicines, Nutritious food supplies, Clean drinking water, Shelter materials and household essentials,Communities are in Crisis Entire neighborhoods 
remain submerged in mud as families struggle to reclaim their homes. Properties, belongings, and livelihoods have been destroyed by the floods, leaving thousands 
displaced in temporary shelters. With limited access to medical care, medicines, food, and clean water, the situation grows more dire each day. UNITED SIKHS is also 
engaging with the United Nations to ensure our relief operations are aligned with the UN coordination group, strengthening collaboration and maximizing impact.

Launch of Nuvoco Zero M UNNATI App to 
Strengthen Connect with Influencer 
Community

Ray-Ban Meta (Gen 2) Launch in India: 
2X Battery life, Better Video Capture 

KFC India’s chicken krisper meal 
now at just rs 99

Whether it's a film or a video, directing is always difficult and challenging. Without hard 
work and experience, you can't achieve success in this field. This is the belief of Jaypal 
Singh, an emerging director from Uttarakhand who has been active in the field of direction 

for the past five years. Born in 
March 2003 in the Jungle 
Jogither area of Khatima 
tehsil of Udham Singh Nagar, 
this young assistant director 
Jaypal Singh explained that 
he had a passion for music 
a n d  v i d e o  f i l m s  s i n c e 
childhood. He would often 
travel to nearby cities to 
wa tch  shoo t ings .  A f te r 
completing his Plus Two from 
the district's Government 
Inter College, Jaypal Singh 
decided to pursue filmmaking 
w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d 
encouragement of his family. 
These songs include the solo 
track "Shamla" by famous 
Punjabi singer Balraj, the 
video song "Tut Gee" by 

singer Labh Hira, the music video "Chan Te Chakor" by Hoor Kaur, and the song "Teri Ho" 
by Kamal Khan. Jaypal Singh wants to establish himself in Pollywood as a director in the 
future

CHANDIGARH: Insurance today is simpler, 
smarter, and more scalable than ever. In recent 
years, India has seen remarkable growth in 
insurance adoption across small towns, Tier 2 
and Tier 3 cities, and semi-urban and rural 
regions. This shift has been fuelled by rising 
internet access, widespread smartphone use, 
forward-looking regulation, and rapid digital 
innovation.
From digital-first products to micro-
entrepreneurs selling insurance 
via mobile apps, the industry is 
undergoing a quiet but powerful 
transformation. At its core is a new 
belief: insurance should be simple, 
accessible, and a driver of oppor-
tunity.
Speaking about the transformation 
in the insurance landscape, Mr. 
Dhruv Sarin, Co-founder, 
PBPartners, shared, “There was a time when 
insurance meant long conversations, bulky 
paperwork, and confusing fine print. Today, the 
same product is bought and sold with far more 
clarity and transparency. With rising 
smartphone penetration, vernacular content, 
and AI-led recommendations, customers can 
instantly understand what’s right for them. 
Technology hasn’t just changed insurance dis-

tribution; it has changed how people decide to 
buy insurance.”
New-age insurance models are now breaking 
away from traditional, long-term, and rigid poli-
cies. These include modular health plans that 
let customers customize coverage and add-
ons; pay-as-you-drive motor insurance with 
usage-based premiums; and multi-year health 

policies that lock premiums while 
saving 15–18% and eliminating 
yearly renewals. All of these are 
powered by fully digital journeys, 
from comparison to purchase to 
claims. But perhaps the most sig-
nificant shift lies not just in what is 
being sold, but who is selling it. 
Traditionally, insurance distribution 
depended on large agency net-
works, banks and corporate 
agents, a model that left out small 

business owners, gig workers and many indi-
viduals in non-metro regions. The PoSP (Point 
of Sale Person) model has changed this. 
Certified by IRDAI, PoSPs can sell motor, 
health, life and term insurance using just a 
smartphone and an internet connection. This 
allows anyone, regardless of location, to build a 
micro-business rooted in trust, community rela-
tionships, and tech-enabled support.

ANANTDEEP KAUR
BATHINDA: BFCET, Bathinda proudly announces its selection as one of the 60 official 
nodal centres across India to host the prestigious Smart India Hackathon (SIH) 2025 
Grand Finale, organized by the Ministry of Education, Government of India, MoE’s 
Innovation Cell, Government of India, AICTE, and partnering ministries, government 
departments, PSUs, and industry organizations. This is the first time that such a 
prestigious national event is being hosted in the Malwa region, marking a historic 
milestone for our institution and the entire area.The Grand Finale is set to be hostedone 
our campus on 8th and 9th December 2025, bringing together the nation’s brightest young 
innovators for a 36-hour non-stop hackathon aimed at solving high-impact real-world 
challenges.The event will commence with an inaugural ceremony in the esteemed 
presence of Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister of Higher Education, Govt. of India. 
His participation will mark a significant encouragement for students contributing to national 
innovation and digital development.A total of 25 shortlisted teams, comprising 150 
talented students and their mentors, along with esteemed jury members, will actively 
participate at our nodal centre. During the Grand Finale SIH 2025, the teams will work 
intensively to develop prototype solutions to problem statements contributed by various 
ministries, departments, and organizations.The Honourable Prime Minister, Shri Narendra 
Modi Ji, will interact with participating teams nationwide via video conferencing, motivating 
students to push the boundaries of creativity and problem-solving.The teams at our nodal 
centre will specifically work on impactful problem statements provided by the Government 
of Punjab, Department of Higher Education, including: Digital Platform for Centralized 
Alumni Data Management, Real-Time Public Transport Tracking for Small Cities, 
Telemedicine Access Solution for Rural Healthcare in Nabha, Punjab, Automated Student 
Attendance Monitoring and Analytics System for Colleges, Digital Learning Platform for 
Rural School Students in Nabha.

CHANDIGARH: Ray-Ban Meta (Gen 2) AI  
glasses will be available in India starting today, 
bringing sharper video capture, significantly 
improved battery life, upgraded Meta AI 
experiences, and refreshed styles that blend 
iconic design with everyday utility. The 
collection will be available nationwide at Ray-
Ban India and leading optical and eyewear 
retailers, with prices starting at INR 
39,900.Next-Generation AI Glasses for Every 
Lifestyle Building on the success of the first-
generation Ray-Ban Meta glasses, Ray-Ban 
Meta (Gen 2) delivers sharper 3K Ultra HD 
video capture, ultrawide HDR, and upgraded 
Meta AI experiences. 

DHARAMSHALA:  Himalaya BabyCare 
celebrates its position as a brand ‘loved by 
babies’* with a heartwarming new campaign that 
puts babies at the front and centre of its story. 
Titled “Prescribed by Doctors, Trusted by Moms, 
and Loved by Babies,” the campaign highlights 
the brand’s unique strength of being loved by 
babies, trusted by mothers, and recommended 
by doctors.  Built on this strong foundation of 
trust, the campaign reaffirms Himalaya 
BabyCare’s leadership in the category through a 
playful and emotionally resonant narrative which 
captures the innocent yet powerful voices of 
babies, placing them at the heart of the brand’s 
message of trust and care. Using creative 
visualization, the film imaginatively gives a voice 
to babies, expressing what parents already 
believe—making the narrative.

CHANDIGARH : Year-end just got crispier, 
crunchier & finger lickin’ good!  KFC is 
bringing the much loved Chicken Krisper, as a 
meal at an unbeatable price of Rs 99.  
Chicken lovers can enjoy their favourite 
Chicken Krisper - which has juicy peri peri 
chicken strips, a creamy, tangy sauce & 
lettuce in a soft sesame bun - paired with 
crispy, golden fries & chilled Pepsi.  Priced at 
just Rs 99, the Chicken Krisper meal is now 
available in Maharashtra (excluding Mumbai), 
Chandigarh Tricity and select cities in Haryana 
and Uttar Pradesh for dine-in and takeaway. 
KFC fans can also pre-order on the KFC app 
while dining in to skip the wait and get straight 
to enjoying their finger lickin’ good food  at just 
Rs 99/-.

PANIPAT : Nuvoco Vistas Corp. Ltd., India’s 
trusted building materials company, is pleased to 
announce the launch of the NUVOCO ZERO M 
UNNATI App, designed exclusively for the 
influencer community—including contractors, 
waterproofing applicators, tile applicators, masons 
and painters who play a pivotal role in the 
company’s growth by driving product adoption and 
customer experience. Dealers, retailers, and 
distributors may also access this app through their 
respective profiles.  The app delivers a 
comprehensive digital experience — offering 
seamless reward redemption, real-time 
tracking of reward points, incentives and 
performance. It also provides quick access to 
detailed product information and instant 
updates on offers, programmes and new 
product launches, along with direct helpline 
and call-centre support. Chirag Shah, Head of 
Marketing, Innovation and Sales Excellence at 
Nuvoco Vistas Corp. Ltd., said, Influencers are an 
integral part of our success and this platform.

CHANDIGARH: Panasonic Life Solutions India, a leading diversified technology company, has onboarded MS Dhoni, India’s most celebrated 
cricketing icon and universally known as “CaptAIn Cool” as the new brand ambassador for its Air Conditioners portfolio in India. Dhoni 
exemplifies consistency, composure, and high-caliber performance, qualities that mirror Panasonic’s legacy of captaining next-generation 
cooling solutions. The association of the two cool CaptAIns will together reinforce Panasonic’s commitment to TRUST- cutting-edge 
Technology, proven Reliability, Ultra-Efficient performance, Superior Cooling, and Trusted Quality. The association comes at the right moment 

for Panasonic, as the company accelerates its 
vision to become a top HVAC brand in India and 
strengthen its connection with millions of 
households. With Dhoni joining the Panasonic 
family, the company aims to build stronger affinity 
across the country.
Welcoming Dhoni to the Panasonic family, 
Tadashi Chiba, MD & CEO, Panasonic Life 
Solutions India (PLSIND), said, “This partnership 
is an alignment of shared values. For more than 
100 years globally, Panasonic has stood for 
reliability, innovation, and meaningful contribution, 
values we continue to strengthen in India. Dhoni’s 
calm leadership and dependable performance 
reflect this spirit. Dhoni brings more than star 

presence; he brings momentum and meaningful connection with Indian consumers. Together, we look forward to shaping an iconic chapter in 
Panasonic’s brand journey in India.” Speaking on the occasion, Mahendra Singh Dhoni, shared, “For most of us growing up in India, 
Panasonic was not just seen as a Japanese brand, it became a part of our everyday life. It felt familiar, reliable and Indian in spirit because it 
was present in our homes and memories. For me, this association is meaningful because it reflects shared values: trust, reliability, contribution 
to society and a constant drive to improve. 

The Coolest Partnership Ever: Panasonic 
Brings “Captain Cool” MS Dhoni on board

J&K outplay Chandigarh by 
29 runs in SMAT clash 
CHANDIGARH, Jammu & Kashmir produced a 
commanding all-round performance to defeat 
Chandigarh by 29 runs in their Syed Mushtaq Ali 
Trophy Elite Group fixture at the JU Second 
Campus, Salt Lake, Kolkata on Tuesday.  Opting 
to field after winning the toss, Chandigarh faced a 
splendid batting display from J&K, who posted a 
massive192/7 in their 20 overs. Skipper 
Shubham Khajuria set the tone with an 
aggressive 43 while match winning half 
century from Yawer Hassan (57 off 36 balls) 
anchored the innings through the middle 
overs. Lower-order cameos, including Abdul 
Samad’s explosive 23 off 10 and Lone Nasir’s 
15 off just 7 deliveries and ensured a 
competitive total. In reply, Chandigarh made a 
positive start but struggled to maintain tempo 
.Opener Manan Vohra led from the front with a 
fluent 32 off 25 balls including three sixes, before 
departing with the score at 73/2. Skipper Arjun 
Azad kept the chase alive with a confident 38 off 
26 balls, striking four boundaries and a six and 
stitched a crucial 59-run stand with Vohra.
Despite these contributions, Chandigarh lost 
wickets at regular intervals. Wicketkeeper-batter 
Nikhil Thakur accelerated with a brisk 14 off 7 
and middle-order batter Gaurav Puri launched a 
late assault with 39 off just 23 deliveries.
 His partnership of 54 with Bhagmender Lather 
briefly revived hopes but Chandigarh eventually 
finished at 163/7 in 20 overs.

UTCA holds review meeting after
 Women’s U-23 T20 campaign
CHANDIGARH, A review meeting of the 
Women’s Under-23 T20 team was held at the 
Cricket Stadium, Chandigarh following the 
completion of the tournament held at Lahli and 
Gurugram. The session was presided by 
UTCA’s treasurer Alok Krishan and Manager 
Indu Gupta. Those who also present on the 
occasion include selectors Anoop Sondhi and 
Amit Parashar, coach Ritu Dhrub who 
collectively assessed the team’s performance 
and progress during the competition.
The Chandigarh team registered two wins out 
of five matches. During the session, standout 
performers were also recognised. Kashvee 
Gautam was felicitated for her consistent and 
impactful bowling performances while Aradhna 
Bisht was honoured for her contributions with 
the bat. The panel also noted the promising 
rise of talented youngsters with Under-19 
player Tarunika being promoted to the Under-
23 squad. The review concluded with a 
roadmap aimed at strengthening overall team 
development ahead of future domestic 
assignments.

Dr. Sapna Nanda Appointed as Regular Principal 
of Chandigarh’s Govt. College of Education

CHANDIGARH : Dr. Sapna Nanda, Associate Professor has been promoted as the 
first UPSC-appointed regular Principal of Government College of Education, Sector 20-
D, Chandigarh, w.e.f. December 1, 2025 by the office of Director Higher Education, 
Chandigarh Administration. She was appointed as an Assistant Professor in 2002 by 
UPSC and was given the additional charge of Principal of Govt. College of Yoga Health 
& Education, Chandigarh in 2019. Thereafter she was given the additional charge of 
looking after the work of Principal of Govt. College of Education, Chandigarh in 2022. 
Under her able guidance and leadership, the college achieved an A+ grade during the 
3rd phase of NAAC Assessment Cycle in 2024.
Dr. Nanda has received recognition for her meritorious contributions in the field of 
yoga, health and wellness including a State award from the Chandigarh Administration 
in 2021. She has also published numerous research papers and authored several 
books on Yoga, Health and Education and recently been received a Patent for an 
invention entitled: An Oral synergistic formulation for Management of Diabetes and 
related Complications in accordance with the provisions of the Patents Act, 1970.
Dr. Sapna Nanda is also an active member of Health and Wellness Focus group of Chandigarh Citizens Foundation, Sapt 
Sindhu Foundation, and participates in various activities of Aahar Kranti Movement of Nivedita Trust.  

Toyota Kirloskar Motor Sells 33,752
Units in November 2025
CHANDIGARH : Toyota Kirloskar Motor 
(TKM) today announced its sales 
performance for November 2025, reporting 
total sales of 33,752 units. This includes 
30,085units sold in the domestic market 
while3,667units were exported. Year-on-Year 
Growth: [November2025 VS November 2024] 
Timeframe Y-o-Y     November 2025 33,752 
units November 2024 26,323 units Growth 
28% Spokesperson Quote : “ Following a 
positive festive season supported by the 
government’s progressive GST reforms, we 
continue to witness a strong momentum, with 
a growth of28%.The recent introduction of the 
Urban Cruiser Hyryder Aero Edition and 
Fortuner Leader Editionhas alsocontinued to 
help us reinforce this growth trajectory, 
receiving recognition across the country.The 
innovative initiatives such as the Drum Tao 
and the launch of the toyota experiential 
museum (tem) in Bangalore, have been 
highly appreciated, further 
strengtheningcustomer engagement and 
brand connect.” — Varinder Wadhwa, Vice 
President, Sales–Service–Used Car Business 
Key Brand Milestones in November:  Toyota 
Kirloskar Motor hosted Japan’s globally 
acclaimed performance group.

Amazon to open two new micro-
fulfillment centers a day
SHIMLA:  Amazon today announced that it is 
accelerating the expansion of Amazon Now, its 
ultra-fast delivery service, by opening two new 
micro-fulfillment centers a day. This expansion 
enables customers in more neighborhoods of 
Bengaluru, Delhi and Mumbai to get 
thousands of everyday essentials from sellers, 
delivered within 10 minutes. Amazon Now 
offers a curated selection of thousands of daily 
essentials including groceries, personal care, 
beauty products, electronic accessories, small 
appliances, baby products, pet supplies and 
more. Since launching in Bengaluru earlier this 
year, Amazon Now expanded its service to 
three cities ahead of the festive season with 
100 micro-fulfilment centers. Amazon has 
since added many more to meet growing 
customer demand for ultra-fast deliveries.

Regd no. DLENG/24/A0023 | RNI no. 61323/95
Editor, Printed and Published by Gaurav Goel for Yugmarg Prakashan from Shop No.33 Block D-1, First Floor, Community Centre, Ranjeet Nagar, New Delhi, Delhi - 110008. and printed at Yugmarg Publications,  Kurali Road, Khanpur, Kharar Distt. Mohali (PB),  Ph.:(off) 011-49092700, 0172-5002721. E-mail: yugmarg@gmail.com

Delhi Youth Shows Overwhelming Participation 
in Gali Mohalla Cricket League (GMCL) Launch

DELHI: The launch of the Gali Mohalla Cricket League (GMCL) in 
Delhi witnessed an overwhelming response from the youth, 
marking a strong beginning for GMCL Season 1 (2025–2026). 
The Coaches Exhibition Matches featured 16 teams, each 
comprising 8 players, competing over 15 playoff-format matches 
held on 29th and 30th November 2025 at the Ramjas Cricket 
Ground, Delhi. Speaking on the occasion, Baba Inder Preet Singh 
said, “Players who earlier viewed tennis-ball box cricket as a 
hobby are now getting serious after learning about its potential 
across India and internationally. GMCL is emerging as the biggest 
grassroots platform for youth, not just in India but globally. The 
participation and positive feedback over these two days have 
boosted this as a national movement.” GMCL has been launched under Phase 1 across five countries—MENA Region, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Malaysia, and Nepal—along with five Indian states—Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Rajasthan, and Maharashtra. Participants 
expressed their enthusiasm about the event and highlighted how Tennis Ball Box Cricket is creating a transformative opportunity for 
young boys and girls aspiring to build a professional cricket career. The GM Box Cricket Association also announced plans to identify the 
two best bowlers and two best batsmen from the Coaches Exhibition Tournament. These selected players will be given an opportunity to 
participate in GMCL’s international exhibition match, scheduled for early 2026. 
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Spoken Fest Debuts in Chandigarh, Empowering the 

Next Generation of Storytellers at Chitkara University
VICKY BHABAT
DERABASSI:  The Punjab BJP Election Core Committee has approved the final list of 
candidates for the Block Samiti elections from Halka Derabassi (112). The selection 
process was carried out under the supervision of Mohali district president Sanjeev 
Vashisht, election incharge Harminder Singh Jassi, and halka incharge and BJP Punjab 
state secretary Sanjiv Khanna. According to the party, the list includes candidates 
across General, SC, BC and Ladies quota from various circles of the Derabassi 
constituency. The committee said the finalised names reflect the party’s focus on 
organisational strength and grassroots representation. The candidates announced for 
different circles are: Samgoli Circle (Ladies): Mrs Ruby W/o Raman, Joli Circle (SC): 
Naresh Kumar S/o Jagdish Ramji, Handesra Circle (General): Balwinder Singh Balmiki 
(Village Antala), Kehlan Circle (General): Drashtan Rana (Village Kehlan) S/o Ranbir 
Singh Rana, Pandawala Circle (Ladies General): Sita Devi W/o Marmaj , Prapgur Circle 
(Ladies General): Komal W/o Gurdeep Singh Kamboj, Kheri Gujaran Circle (Ladies 
General): Rekha Chaudhary W/o Gurmeet Singh, Trivedi Camp Circle (General): Sonu 
S/o Ramji, Bhankharpur Circle (General): Jaspreet Singh Kamboj S/o Uttam Singh, 
Jawaharpur Circle (Ladies SC): Rekha Rani W/o Sandeep Singh (Gadariya), Village 
Tofanpur,  Amala Circle (Ladies General): Jasbir Kaur, Chadayala Circle (Ladies SC): 
Kuldeep Kaur W/o Balbir Singh, Village Bairmajara, Jharmadi Circle (Ladies General): 
Preeti W/o Virender Kumar Sharma, Rani Majara Circle (General): Rajinder Kumar S/o 
Puran Chand, Bhasgi Circle (Ladies General): Khosboo W/o Vijay Kumar (Happy), 
Village Bhukhri, Sarsini Circle (Ladies General): Seema Rani W/o Bhadur Singh Mehra, 
Malikpur Circle (SC): Kuldeep Singh, Kuranwala Circle (Ladies General): Seema Devi 
W/o Mewa Ram Gujjar, Basoli Circle (General): Gurpreet Singh S/o Jagvir Singh 
(Meerpur), Dharamgarh Circle (BC): Ranjit Singh S/o Ram Kumar Saini and of 
Himayunpur Circle (General): Parvinder Singh S/o Meher Singh, Guru Nanak Colony 
(SC): Gurmukh Singh S/o Gurumail Singh, The BJP leadership expressed confidence 
that the selected candidates would strengthen the party’s performance in the upcoming 
polls and ensure effective representation at the grassroots level.

CHANDIGARH: Kommune’s Spoken Fest, Asia’s largest spoken word festival, made its debut in Chandigarh with 
Spoken Evening at Chitkara University, bringing its creative spirit to a campus buzzing with emerging talent. The 
event followed Qisson Ka Karwaan, a storytelling workshop led by Roshan Abbas, Festival Director and Founder of 
Kommune. The decision to begin Spoken’s Chandigarh chapter on a university campus was intentional. Young 
artists often discover their voice in environments where they feel seen, encouraged, and creatively safe. By hosting 
both the workshop and the evening performances at Chitkara University, Spoken aimed to offer students 
meaningful exposure to artistic expression, helping shape the next generation of storytellers through immersive, 

firsthand experiences.
This vision came alive when two workshop 
participants, Lucky and Yuvraj, both students from 
Chitkara University - who discovered their talent for 
storytelling recently during the course of the 
workshops leading up to the event - opened the 
Spoken Evening with their own performances, 
symbolising the festival’s commitment to nurturing a 
cycle of learning, expression, and opportunity.
Speaking about the initiative, Roshan Abbas said, 
“A lot of our journeys begin in the classrooms and 
corridors of a campus. The entire idea is to 
empower and shape the next generation of 

storytellers. Young people are capable of becoming great artists if they just get a stage, a mentor, or the 
encouragement to speak up.” Adding her thoughts on hosting the festival at Chitkara University, Dr. Madhu 
Chitkara, Pro-Chancellor, Chitkara University, said, “At Chitkara University, we believe that creativity thrives when 
young minds are given platforms to express their ideas fearlessly. Hosting Spoken Fest on our campus aligns with 
our commitment to nurturing imagination, confidence, and artistic exploration among our students. It was inspiring 
to watch our learners perform alongside celebrated artists and witness storytelling in its most transformative form.”

NIRNAL SAINI
RADAUR:  Haryana's Yamunanagar district once 
again brought glory to the grand finale of the 
Diamond Jubilee and 19th National Jamboree 
held in Lucknow. Tanvi, daughter of Dharamveer, 
a resident of Palewala village in Radaur block, 
not only brought honor to the region by securing 
first place in the yoga competition but also won 
everyone's hearts with her talent. Tanvi, currently 
a ninth-grade student at the Government Senior 
Secondary School, Alahar, has been deeply 

interested in yoga and 
physical exercise since 
childhood. Participants from 
across the country showcased 
impressive performances in 
various sports, cultural 
presentations, and tableaux. 
The yoga competition was one 
of the most attractive 
categories, where Tanvi 
excelled, securing first place. 

Her flexibility, balance, and 
presentation skills impressed the 
judges. 
Tanvi's achievement has brought joy to 
her family and the entire village. Father 
Dharamveer explained that his 
daughter achieved this success 
through hard work and discipline. He 
said that the competition for the grand 
finale was fierce, with students from 
across the country competing, but 

Tanvi performed her best with confidence and 
dedication. When Tanvi arrived at the school on 
Monday, she was warmly welcomed by the 
teachers and staff. The school management also 
expressed pride in her achievement, saying that 
talented students like Tanvi elevate the school 
and the region's reputation to new heights. The 
school encouraged her to continue to excel in 
yoga and other extracurricular activities. Tanvi's 
success proves that with dedication, 
perseverance.

BJP Releases Final Candidate List for 
Derabassi Block Samiti Elections

Tanvi showcases her talent in yoga, securing first place

Congress Begins Process to Appoint 
New Bilaspur District Chief: Kaware
AJAY KUMAR UPADHYAY 
BILASPUR:  All India Congress Committee’s 
(AICC) Secretary and Bilaspur Observer Hina 
Likhiram Kaware announced that the new district 
Chief of Congress will we with consultation of all 
rank and files of the party including the 
sympathizers. 
Kaware briefing Media at Indira Bhawan Party 
office said that congress has formally launched a 
nationwide Organization Creation Campaign, a 
major structural strengthening initiative whose 
blueprint was finalized at last year’s national 
convention in Ahmedabad. The year 2025 has 
been designated as the Organization Creation 
Year, marking an important phase of organizational 
rebuilding across all states.
Kaware confirmed that the process to appoint the 
new District Congress President has begun. She 
said that all contenders will undergo one-on-one 
interviews and discussions will be held with 
grassroots workers to ensure maximum 
transparency and consensus. She emphasized 
that any Congress worker from the district can 
apply for the post, and applications will be accepted 
until December 7. Kaware added that she would 
strive to ensure that the district unanimously 
proposes one name, but if consensus is not 
achieved, a panel of six names will be prepared 
and forwarded to the high command. 

Punjab Public School Mana Pindi 
student wins gold medal in Kickboxing 
Khelo India Women League 2025

BARNALA DEHATI (BALWINDER AZAD):- 
Navneet Kaur, a kickboxing student of Punjab 
Public School Mana Pindi Barnala, won a gold 
medal in the Kickboxing Khelo India Women 
League 2025 competitions held at DAV 
Central Public School, Jagraon (Ludhiana). 
She brought glory to her village and district by 
winning the medal. The school and parents 
celebrated this achievement of the girl. 
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Discipline to Devotion: 
Shagun Pandey opens up 
about his journey as Ved
CHANDIGARH: Zee TV’s Saru has been winning hearts 
with the beautifully layered love story of Saru and Ved, but 
behind Ved Birla’s calm strength and emotional depth lies 
an equally compelling sto-
ry of the actor who plays 
him. Shagun Pandey, who 
has now become a house-
hold name, reveals that 
portraying Ved has been 
one of the most demand-
ing and transformative 
phases of his career.
Talking about the prepara-
tion that goes into becom-
ing Ved every single day, 
Shagun says, “People of-
ten think television actors 
simply show up and per-
form, but playing Ved has 
reshaped my entire life-
style. On shoot days, I go 
straight from a 12-hour set to a 2-hour gym session, but 
that’s the commitment this craft demands.”
Unlike the privileged perception people often carry about 
actors, Shagun emphasises that his journey has been built 
on discipline rather than shortcuts. “I never rely on Plan B. 
Discipline is my alarm clock; I wake up when my body tells 
me it’s time to work. When people call me lucky, I smile, be-
cause they don’t see the doubts, the hours, the sacrifice. 
But I carry all of it proudly, because acting isn’t my profes-
sion; it’s my devotion, and Ved is not just a character for 
me, he’s someone who challenges me every day. His si-
lence, his maturity, his inner battles… I had to unlearn my 
own habits and step into his skin. Playing him made me 
more grounded, more patient, and more aware of my own 
emotions.”
Every layer added to Ved pushes Shagun to dig deeper as 
an actor, making their journeys beautifully intertwined. 
To witness the next chapter of Ved, watch Saru every day 
at 7:30 PM, only on Zee TV

B
ollywood ac-
tor Sidharth 
Malhotra on 
S u n d a y 
stepped out 

in the city for work 
commitments. He ap-
peared at the We The 
Women Asia event in 
Mumbai, where he 
opened up about life af-
ter welcoming his 
daughter with his wife, 
Kiara Advani. Though 
Kiara could not attend 
in person, she shared 
her love for Sidharth 
virtually, posting a clip 
from the event on Ins-
tagram with the cap-
tion, "My forever hero." 
days ago, in a heartfelt 
Instagram post, Kiara 
and Siddharth an-
nounced their baby 
girl's name as Saraayah 
Malhotra while shar-
ing a photograph of 
their daughter.

The couple shared 
a picture of them hold-
ing the baby's tiny feet 
and wrote, "From our 
prayers, to our arms. 
Our divine blessing, 
o u r  p r i n c e s s , 
Saraayah Malho-
tra."Saraayah was 
born to Kiara and 
Sidharth in July this 
year. The couple tied 
the knot in an inti-
mate yet grand cere-
mony in Rajasthan in 
February 2023. Their 
love story blossomed 
on the sets of the war 
drama Shershaah.On 
the work front, Kiara 
Advani was last seen 
in 'War 2', while 
Sidharth Malhotra's 
last release was with 
'Param Sundari'. He 
will be next seen with 
Tamannaah Bhatia in 
'Vvan'.

"My forever hero": Kiara 
Advani's PDA post for 

husband Sidharth Malhotra

K
riti Sanon and Dha-
nush, who have been 
busy promoting their 
latest release, 'Tere Ishk 
Mein', visited Pune's 

DagduSheth Halwai Ganapati Tem-
ple on Sunday. The duo was accom-
panied by director Aanand L. Rai. 
Here are some pictures of Kriti, 
Dhanush, and Aanand L. Rai offer-
ing prayers to Lord Ganesha. They 
also performed aarti there.

'Tere Ishk Mein', which hit the-
atres on November 28, has been 
performing strongly at the box of-
fice ever since its release.After a 
solid opening on Friday, the film 
has shown impressive growth on 
its second day and has managed to 
maintain strong momentum.Ac-
cording to trade analyst Taran 
Adarsh, the film recorded a 10 per 
cent growth on Saturday. "#Tere-
IshkMein records another solid 
day, with business growing 10.03% 
on Saturday... The film should fin-
ish its opening weekend at approx 
₹50 cr [+/-], reflecting a fantastic 
trend. #TereIshkMein [Week 1] Fri 
15.06 cr, Sat 16.57 cr. Total: ₹31.63 cr. 
#Hindi version | #India biz | Offi-
cial Nett BOC," he wrote.From the 
looks of its trailers and teasers, Kri-
ti plays Mukti, a young woman who 
falls for the fierce, volatile, 
rule-breaking Shankar (Dhanush). 
But circumstances pull them apart 
before their love can take shape. 
Unable to cope with the heartbreak, 
Dhanush's character becomes 
vengeful and pledges to burn "en-
tire Delhi" to ashes for his broken 
heart.'Tere Ishk Mein' is produced 
under the banners of Gulshan Ku-
mar, T-Series, and Colour Yellow 
Productions. It is jointly produced 
by Aanand L. Rai, Himanshu Shar-
ma, Bhushan Kumar, and Krishan 
Kumar.

Kriti Sanon, Dhanush offer prayers at 
Pune's Dagdusheth Ganpati Temple

Jaya Bachchan, who has often 
made headlines for her not-too-
cool interactions with paparazzi, 

took a dig at what she calls the in-
creasingly intrusive 'pap culture'.In a 
recent conversation at the We The 
Women Asia event in Mumbai, the 
veteran actress described today's pa-
parazzi scene as "strange" and ques-
tioned the ethics and professionalism 
behind it.Speaking about how she 
differentiates between the media and 
paparazzi, Jaya said she has great re-
spect for journalism but shares a 
"zero" relationship with the paparaz-
zi. Explaining the contrast, she said 
her relationship with the media is 
"fantastic" because she considers her-

self a "product of the media", but 
when it comes to paparazzi, the equa-
tion is very different."My relation-
ship with the media is fantastic. I'm 
the product of the media, but my rela-
tionship with the paparazzi is ze-
ro.""Who are these people? Are they 
trained to represent the people of this 
country? You call them media? I come 
from the media. My father was a jour-
nalist. I have immense respect for 
such people."

She went on to lash out at the pa-
parazzi's role and credibility, describ-
ing them as people who believe that 
simply having a phone gives them 
authority. Adding how "strange" she 
finds their behaviour, Jaya shared, 

"....Magar ye jo bahar drain-pipe tight 
gande gande pant pahen ke haath 
mein mobile leke... they think they 
have a mobile in their hand so they 
can take your picture?"The actress 
didn't hold back and went on to slam 
the way paparazzi make loud verbal 
comments while clicking photos. 
"The kind of comments they pass...
What kind of people are these? Kahan 
se aate hain? Kis tarah ka education 
hai? Kya background hai? (Where do 
these people come from? What kind of 
education do they have? What back-
ground do they have?) They will rep-
resent us? Just because they can get 
through YouTube or whatever social 
media."

Jaya Bachchan slams paparazzi culture

Ranveer Singh heaps praise 
on Virat Kohli as he scores 
his 52nd ODI century

This Sunday turned out to be great for all cricket fans in 
India as star batter Virat Kohli smashed his 52nd ODI 
century during the ongoing match against South Africa 

at JSCA International Stadium Complex, Ranchi. Like sev-
eral fans, actor Ranveer Singh, an avid follower of cricket, 
took to Instagram and gave a shout-out to Kohli. "Some-
times a king has to remind you why he is the king...Sunday 
sach mein sakar hogaya, kasam se)," Ranveer series 
opener against South Africa was nothing short of a carnival 
for the fans as India batted. Virat, along with Rohit Sharma 
put a 136-run stand for the second wicket.

Also, he scored 135 in 120 balls, with 11 fours and seven 
sixes, scoring his runs at a stunning strike rate of 112.50.
Now, he has overcome compatriot and iconic batter Sachin 
Tendulkar's mark of 51 Test centuries to become the batter 
with the most centuries in a single format of the sport. This 
is also his 83rd century in international cricket.He also sur-
passed Sachin in two more aspects, registering his sixth 
ODI ton against South Africa, outdoing Sachin and David 
Warner.Also, he outdid the Master Blaster to register the 
most fifty-plus scores at home by a batter in ODIs, going 
past Sachin's mark of 58 and getting his 59th fifty-plus 
score in India.

A Copycat on the Loose. A Killer Behind 
Bars. Only One Knows the Truth — 
Trailer out for JioHotstar’s Mrs. 
Deshpande, premiering December 19th
CHANDIGARH: Bhooli si surat, aankhon mein masti — 
par iss baar, ussi muskaan ke saath chal rahi hai ek 
khatarnaak khaamoshi. Today, JioHotstar unveiled the 
gripping trailer of Mrs. Deshpande, a 6-episode psycho-
logical thriller produced by Applause Entertainment in as-
sociation with Kukunoor Movies, premiering December 
19, 2025. Featuring Madhuri Dixit in a raw, de-glam and 
deeply unsettling avatar—a striking departure from her 
iconic on-screen im-
age—Mrs. Deshpande 
presents her as a wom-
an whose silence is as 
dangerous as her 
smile, delivering a per-
formance that is haunt-
ing, nuanced and un-
like anything audiences 
have seen from her be-
fore. With its atmos-
pheric tension and 
emotionally charged 
narrative, the series 
positions JioHotstar to 
close the year on a re-
markable high, driven 
by storytelling that lin-
gers long after the 
screen fades to black.
Set in a world where 
appearances deceive, 
Mrs. Deshpande fol-
lows Mumbai as it reels 
from murders echoing 
the signature of a 
long-captured serial kill-
er. Forced into an uneasy alliance, the police turn to the origi-
nal killer, a gentle, unassuming woman hiding a far darker 
truth. As buried histories and subtle betrayals surface, ten-
sion builds through the smallest, quietest moments. What 
seems ordinary begins to crack open, because to catch the 
copycat… they need the original.Adapted from the French 
thriller La Mante and directed by Nagesh Kukunoor, the se-
ries stars Siddharth Chandekar, Priyanshu Chatterjee, and a 
strong ensemble. Produced by Applause Entertainment in 
association with Kukunoor Movies, Mrs. Deshpande is a 
tense exploration of identity, manipulation, and the eerie pow-
er of a woman who says little—but reveals everything.Mad-
huri Dixit shares, “Mrs. Deshpande is a journey into the quiet 
power of a woman who seems ordinary but harbors a dan-
gerous mind. Every glance, every pause holds meaning, and 
exploring this restrained, intense side of her was both chal-
lenging and exhilarating. I’m thrilled for audiences to witness 
a character that’s layered, unpredictable, and very different 
from anything I’ve done before”Director Nagesh Kukunoor 
adds, “The trailer gives you an idea for the tone of what the 
show is really about - a character driven serial killer thriller. In 
Mrs. Deshpande I've tried to create one of those memorable 
grey heroes who the audiences root for. And Madhuri Dixit 
does total justice to the title role and then some!”

Nayanthara's 
birthday post 
featuring sons 
Ulag and Uyir 
melts hearts

Actor Nayanthara recently cele-
brated her birthday far away 
from the spotlight, and it 
seems like the actress got the 
cutest gift from her loved 

ones.On Sunday, Nayanthara took to In-
stagram to share a series of pictures of 
herself in a casual, cool setting with her 
twin sons, Ulag and Uyir. However, the 
highlight of the post was a picture of a 
handmade birthday card created by her 
sons. The card, lovingly crafted by the 
kids, read "Best amma in the world."In no 
time, fans chimed in the comment sec-
tion to share their reactions. Fans flood-
ed the comments section, calling the ac-
tress a "super mom," while others de-
scribed it as "the most beautiful birthday 
gift."
Take a look https://www.instagram.com/p/
DRpP5A4DyLx/?utm_source=ig_web_
copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==On 
the work front, Nayanthara has a couple of 
exciting projects lined up.The actress will 
next be seen in a movie titled Hi, where 
she will team up with Kavin for the first 
time. The first-look poster for the film was 
unveiled last month. The movie marks the 
directorial debut of lyricist-turned-director 
Vishnu Edavan and also features the first 
collaboration between Nayanthara and ac-
tor Kavin. She also has Mana Shankara 
Vara Prasad Garu in her kitty, where she 
will star alongside Chiranjeevi and Ven-
katesh Daggubati, who will be seen togeth-
er on the big screen for the first time.
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