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Market settles
lower for
second straight
session

MUMBALI: The stock mar-
ket on Tuesday settled low-
er for a second straight
session. The development
comes as caution prevailed
ahead of the US Federal
Reserve's policy an-
nouncement.At close, the
Sensex settled 436.41
points or 0.51% lower at
84,666.28, while Nifty
slipped to 25,839.65, down
120.90 points or 0.47%.
The BSE Midcap index
ended 0.60% higher, while
the Smallcap index jumped
1.27%.Across sectors,
most indices ended in the
red.Those clocking gains
were Nifty Consumer Dura-
bles (1.31 %), PSU Bank
(1.29%), Realty (0.95%),
and Media (0.70%). Among
the losers, the key ones
were Nifty IT, which was
down by 1.19%, Auto by
0.72%, and Financial Ser-
vices by 0.50%. Nifty Bank
ended with a nominal loss
of 0.03% at 59,222.35.0n
the BSE, out of 4,331
stocks traded, 2,619 ad-
vanced, while 1,554 de-
clined, and 158 stocks re-
mained unchanged.Some
of the key gainers on Nifty
were Eternal - up by
2.28%, Titan Company
(1.94%) and Adani Enter-
prises (1.53%).
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Punjab BJP chief
wants probe into
proceeds of
corruption

CHANDIGARH: Asserting
that corruption has become
the bane of the society,
Punjab BJP chief Sunil
Jakhar asked Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday to probe the lead-
ers of all political parties in
the state to ascertain if an-
yone received money from
corrupt practices.

He also produced his June
16 letter to Mann, seeking
a probe to find the end
beneficiaries of drug mon-
ey and alleged that several
"MLAs who would come on
bicycles now own luxury
cars and many have farm-
houses".

D R R R

Another doctor
arrested by NIA
in Delhi bomb
blast case

SRINAGAR: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
on Tuesday arrested anoth-
er doctor — an alleged key
accused in connection with
last month’s Delhi bomb
blast case.

Dr. Bilal Naseer Malla, a
resident of Jammu and
Kashmir's Rafiabad area in
Baramulla district, was ar-
rested from Delhi in con-
nection with Red Fort bomb
blast case.

Malla, is the eighth ac-
cused in the case — in-
cluding four doctors — to
be arrested in the case.
Official sources said that
he was also working in the
Al-Falah University in Har-
yana’s Faridabad district.
NIA said that they found
Malla involved in the con-
spiracy behind the suicide
terror bombing that killed
15 persons and injured
over 30 others in the Red
Fort area on November
10.

As per NIA investigations,
Malla had knowingly har-
boured the suicide bomb-
er and fellow doctor Umar
Un Nabi -- who detonated
his car near the Red Fort
-- by providing him logisti-
cal support.

He is also accused of de-
struction of evidence relat-
ed to the terrorist attack,
the NIA said.

~ IndiGo flight schedule to be

cut by

- 10%tostabilise operations: Naidu

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, DEC 9

Union Civil Aviation minister Ram Mo-
han Naidu Kinjarapu said that IndiGo
CEO Pieter Elbers and top management
officials of the airline were summoned
once again on Tuesday amid an ongoing
enquiry on the inconvenience faced by
passengers due to the airline's "internal
mismanagement of crew rosters, flight
schedules and inadequate communica-
tion."The Union Civil Aviation Ministry
has ordered the airline to curtail its over-
all operations by 10 per cent, up from an
earlier order of 5 per cent, citing the neces-
sity to "stabilise the airline's operations".
The airline is ordered to continue cover-
ing its usual destinations.The ministry
also gave "strict instructions" to expedite
baggage return and complete remaining

refunds for the passengers. "The Ministry
considers it necessary to curtail the over-
all Indigo routes, which will help in stabi-
lising the airline's operations and lead to
reduced cancellations. A curtailment of
10% has been ordered. While abiding with
it, Indigo will continue to cover all its des-
tinations as before. Indigo has been in-
structed to comply with all the directives
of the Ministry, including fare capping
and passenger convenience measures
without any exception," Union Civil Avia-
tion Minister Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjara-
pu posted on X. According to the union
minister, IndiGo CEO Elbers has con-
firmed that the airline has confirmed 100
per cent of its refunds for flights affected
till 6th December. "While the enquiry and
necessary actions are underway, another
meeting with Indigo's top management
was held to review the stabilisation mea-

Airlines back oniits
feet, our operations
stable: CEO

NEW DELHI: IndiGo airlines has
stablished its operations nearly a
week after Indian airports were en-
gulfed in chaos due to hundreds of
flight cancellations and delays across
the country, with Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) of the airline, Pieter EI-
bers, apologising to the passengers
in a new statement released on Tues-
day.Saying that IndiGo is "back on its
feet," CEO Elbers has apologised to
the thousands of affected passengers
for "letting them down" due to "major
operational disruptions" of the air-
line."Following our earlier communi-
cation, | am here to share that our air-
line, IndiGo, is back on its feet, and
our operations are stable.

sures. Today again, IndiGo CEO Pieter
Elbers was summoned to the Ministry to
provide an update. He confirmed that
100% of the refunds for flights affected till
6th December have been completed. A
strict instruction to expedite the comple-
tion of the remaining refunds and bag-
gage handover was given," he said. Addi-
tionally, the airline was ordered to com-
ply with "all the directives of the Minis-
try, including fare capping and passen-
ger convenience measures without any
exception."Earlier, the airline said it
would deliver 8,500 pieces of stranded
luggage to its passengers by 7 PM on
Tuesday."

CBl books Jai Anmol Ambani
in Rs 228 cr bank fraud case

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, DEC 9

The CBI conducted searches at
the residence of Jai Anmol
Anil Ambani, the son of indus-
trialist Anil Ambani, on Tues-
day after registering an FIR
against him and Reliance
Home Finance Ltd. (RHFL) for
allegedly cheating the Union
Bank of India of Rs 228 crore,
officials said.

The CBI acted on a com-
plaint from the bank (erstwhile
Andhra Bank) against Reli-
ance Home Finance Ltd., the
then director Jai Anmol and
ex-CEO Ravindra Sharad Sud-
hakar, alleging that the compa-
ny did not repay the credit
availed from the bank that
turned the account into a
non-performing asset in 2019,
they said. The bank had laid
down the condition to main-
tain financial discipline in-
cluding timely repayment,

L

service of interest and other
charges and submission of po-
sition of security and other re-
quired papers in time and rout-
ing the entire sale proceeds
through the bank account.
The company failed to pay
the instalments to the bank
and hence, the said account
was classified as a non-per-
forming asset (NPA) on Sep-
tember 30, 2019, the officials
said. A forensic examination of
the accounts was carried out
by Grant Thornton (GT), for a
review period from April 1,

T

2016 to June 30, 2019, which
showed that borrowed funds
were mis-apportioned and con-
sidered as diversion of funds,
they said. “The accused per-
sons in their capacity of erst-
while promoters /directors of
the borrower Company com-
mitted fraudulent misappro-
priation of funds through ma-
nipulation of accounts and crim-
inal breach of trust and divert-
ed/siphoned off the funds for the
purposes other than the purpose
for which finance was extend-
ed,” the bank alleged.

Cong-led govt will change law providing
immunity to CEC, ECs against action: Rahul

NEW DELHI: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday ac-
cused the BJP-led government of
"capturing institutions including
the Election Commission" during
the debate on Electoral Reforms in
Lok Sabha and said when a Con-
gress-led government comes to
power at the Centre, it will retro-
spectively change the law that

gives immunity to CEC and ECs against legal ac-
tion for decisions taken while in office."We will
find you," he warned. Rahul Gandhi, who is the

.

| 4

Leader of Opposition in Lok
Sabha, claimed that the Election
Commission has no answer to al-
legations he made concerning bo-
gus voters in the voter list in differ-
ent states.Suggesting electoral re-
forms, he said that the Election
Commission should give ma-
chine-readable voter list to politi-
cal parties one month before the

polls, take back guidelines on destruction of video
footage after 45 days, "give us access to architec-
ture of Electronic Voting Machines" .

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

NDA leaders felicitates

Navjot Kaur escalates attack on Punjab Congress Leadership

PM Modi at
Parliamentary Meeting

NEW DELH]I: Prime Minister Narendra Modi was felici-
tated by the NDA leaders at the National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) Parliamentary Party meeting being held to-
day at the GMC Balayogi Auditorium in the Parliament Li-
brary Building (PLB).The leaders of the National Demo-
cratic Alliance presented a huge garland to PM Modi
upon his arrival to attend the meeting on Tuesday.Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, JDU MP Sanjay Jha, NCP
MP Praful Patel, Union Minister S Jaishankar, L Murugan,
and other leaders also arrived for the meeting.Mean-
while, PM Modi is likely to host a special dinner for all Na-
tional Democratic Alliance (NDA) MPs on December 11
as part of efforts to strengthen coordination, enhance en-
gagement and streamline floor strategy during the ongo-
ing Winter Session of Parliament.According to a senior
BJP leader, the proposed dinner meeting is intended to

create a platform for an open

and constructive exchange

of ideas among alliance partners. It is expected to pro-
vide the Prime Minister with an opportunity to discuss
legislative priorities, review the government's broader
agenda for the session and reinforce the NDA's collective

political roadmap.

UNI
CHANDIGARH, DEC 9

A fresh political confrontation erupt-
ed in Punjab on Tuesday as former
legislator Navjot Kaur Sidhu, who
was suspended from the state Con-
gress unit, launched a sharp public
offensive against senior party leaders
while responding to a defamation no-
tice served by MP Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa.

Speaking in Amritsar, Kaur dis-
missed her suspension order, claim-
ing it was issued by “a president
whom no one accepts.” She alleged
that irregular decisions within the
state unit were being taken by a hand-
ful of leaders, adding that she would
“not stand with those involved in

wrongdoing.”

Commenting on Randhawa’s legal
notice sent after she accused him of
links with criminal elements, Kaur
reiterated her allegations, question-
ing the source of his land holdings and
claiming that ticket distribution in
Rajasthan had been compromised.
She further accused him of “betray-
ing” former Punjab Congress chief
Navjot Singh Sidhu.

Kaur also targeted the party lead-
ership over what she described as
large-scale land irregularities in the
Shivalik belt, asserting that she had
raised these issues with top leaders in
Delhi. According to her, the matter
was delayed due to poor advice
around the central leadership.

She said she had discussed the situ-

ation with her husband, who reportedly
told her to “decide independently,” stat-
ing he had stepped away from active
involvement. Kaur claimed that inter-
nal sabotage had weakened the party,
asserting that multiple senior leaders
were working at cross-purposes in Pun-
jab. On the question of money in poli-

tics, Kaur maintained that she had nev-
er been asked for funds but alleged that
chief ministerial ambitions in the state
required “massive financial backing.”
She refused to elaborate on her conver-
sations with the high command. Rand-
hawa, meanwhile, has demanded an
apology within seven days for what he
calls “baseless” accusations. He ques-
tioned Kaur and her husband’s own
rise in the party, countering that Con-
gress workers had endured hardships
for years while others were now damag-
ing the organisation through public
statements. Kaur continued her attack
on state Congress chief Raja Warring,
accusing him of dividing the organisa-
tion and mishandling electoral chal-
lenges. She claimed that while senior
leaders worked on the ground.

Trump threatens fresh tariffs on Indian Rice

UNI
WASHINGTON, DEC 9

of foreign agricultural suppliers, particularly
those in Asia including India and Thailand.

US President Donald Trump has threatened to
slap fresh tariffs on agricultural imports, sin-
gling out rice from India and fertiliser from
Canada, as trade negotiations with both coun-

tries dragged on.

“India should not be dumping rice in the
US,” Trump said during an event at the White
House, where he announced a multibil-
lion-dollar relief package for American farm-

ers.

The remarks made during the event
marked a fresh round of escalation in the Re-
publican government’s long-running critique

Unveiling what he described as “USD12bn
in economic assistance” for US farmers,
Trump insisted the programme would be fi-
nanced through tariff revenues already col-
lected from trading partners.

He argued that rising imports were plac-

ing pressure on domestic farmers and vowed
to continue using tariffs as a primary tool to
shield American agriculture.

The latest comments come in the wake of

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s visit to

India to discuss bilateral defence and trade
ties. Trade talks are expected to continue this
month between Indian and US officials.

Microsoft chief Nadella meets PM Modi, commlts

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, DEC 9

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Tuesday evening and
committed the United States-
based software giant's largest
ever Asia investment over US$
17.5billion, or Rs 1.51akh crore
towards developing Artificial
Intelligence-capabilities.

"Thank you PM Narendra
Modiji for an inspiring conver-
sation on India's Al opportuni-
ty. To support the country's
ambitions, Microsoft is com-
mitting US$ 17.5 billion - our
largest investment ever in
Asia - to help build the infra-
structure, skills, and sovereign
capabilities needed for India's
Alfirst future," he said.

The Prime Minister re-

Iargest-ever investment in Asia

sponded, "When it comes to Al,
the world is optimistic about
India!"

"Had a very productive

discussion with Satya Nadella.
Happy to see India being the
place where Microsoft will
make its largest-ever invest-

ment in Asia. The youth of In-
dia will harness this opportu-
nity to innovate and leverage
the power of Al for a better
planet."

When it comes to Al the
world is optimistic about In-
dia!

Had a very productive dis-
cussion with Mr. Satya Nadel-
la. Happy to see India being the
place where Microsoft will
make its largest-ever invest-
ment in Asia.

In a press statement re-
leased shortly after the two
leaders met, Microsoft said the
US$ 17.5 billion it will invest in
India follows an earlier invest-
ment of US$ 3 billion — towards
establishing cloud and Al in-
frastructure in Bengaluru over
the next two years, which in-
cludes upskilling and new data

centres — and will ensure the
company has "the largest hy-
perscale presence in India".

"India stands at a pivotal
moment in its Al journey...
one defined by impact at scale,
determined tolead. As technol-
ogy becomes a catalyst for in-
clusive growth and economic
transformation, the country is
emerging as a frontier Al na-
tion. Against this backdrop...
today we are announcing our
largest investment in Asia -
US$17.5 billion over four
years..." the company state-
ment said. Microsoft's nearly
US$20 billion investment
across four years underlines
India's position as an
uber-valuable market for
global software behemoths rac-
ing to build digital infrastruc-
ture.

Haryana calls high- Ievel
meet amid doctors' strike

UNI
CHANDIGARH, DEC 9

The Haryana Health Depart-
ment convened a high-level
emergency meeting on Tues-
day as a two-day strike by
government doctors disrupt-
ed medical services across
the state.

Health Minister Aarti
Rao, Additional Chief Secre-
tary Sudhir Rajpal, and Direc-
tor General of Health Ser-
vices Dr Manish Bansal re-
viewed the situation and
sought district-wise reports
on the impact of the strike.

Minister Rao directed of-
ficials to ensure that essential
healthcare services remain
functional and that patients
do not face undue hardship.
The department informed
that doctors from other re-
gions had been temporarily
deployed in 11 districts to mit-
igate the immediate shortage,
yet several government hos-
pitals continued to operate
with vacant consultation

ll

rooms.

In Mahendragarh, the
absence of medical staff halt-
ed the post-mortem of a six-
year-old girl, forcing author-
ities to shift the case to Nar-
naul. At the Panchkula Civil
Hospital, patients reported-
ly waited for hours without
being examined. A youth
who travelled by bus to His-
ar after a road accident dis-
covered that no doctor was
available to treat his leg in-
jury.

Similar scenes unfolded
in Kaithal, where a woman
seeking an ultrasound for
gallstone pain was turned
away due to staff shortages.
Hospital staff told her they
could not predict when a doc-
tor would be available.

Fearing disorder and
public inconvenience, the ad-
ministration imposed Section
163 in Bhiwani, Karnal,
Jhajjar, Hisar, Fatehabad,
and Gurugram, prohibiting
any protests or gatherings
linked to the strike.
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Physical fitness essential alongside academics, says PAU VC as

PAU's NIDHI-TBI team participates in IISF
2025 to strengthen innovation linkages
and Deep-Tech Entrepreneurship

LUDHIANA: The NIDHI-Technology
Business Incubator (TBI) team from
Punjab Agricultural University (PAU)
participated in the inaugural day of the
India International Science Festival
(IISF) 2025, held at Panchkula. The
team atftended an interaction session at
the Golden Jubilee Hall, where
policymakers, innovation leaders,
scientists, and startup founders
deliberated on building a self-reliant,
innovation-driven economy.

I, Mizha Davi W/o
Karamber Singh Rfo Village
Jakhouli Distt Kaithal
[Haryana) have changed
my name From Nisha Devi
To Misha. Concerned
Please Mote.

B4451
I, Ashwani Kumar
Wadhawan son of Sh.
Kishore, resident of House
No. 153, Sector 35-A,
Chandigarh have changed
his name from Ashwani
Eumar Wadhawan to

Tanvi Verma wins gold Illﬂllal at Roller Skating Championship

J K BATTA
CHANDIGARH, DEC 9

Tanvi Verma won the gold
medal at the 63rd National
Roller Skating Champi-
onship 2025 in Visakhapat-
nam. As every year, Tanvi
Verma showcased her tal-
ent, demonstrating her tal-
ent as Chandigarh's best in-

|, Parminder Kumar Sio
Jognder Pal Rio Village
Thbalke tehsil Makodar
district Jalandhar have
changed my name lo
Kumar Parminder.
100066
|, Kamal Kant Kalyan Sio
Sh. Ram Murh Rfo H. no-
2183, Baldev Nagar,
Ambala Caty, Distt Ambala,
Haryana have changed my
name from Kamalkant
Kalyan to Kamal Kant
Kalyan. All concerns Note.
78645
| Partap Singh son of
Lakhmi Chand resident of
village Karkhana, Disit.
Jind (Haryana) have

changed the name of my

| son Ankush to Ankush

Singh.
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line hockey goalkeeper,
winning the gold medal at

|, Subhash Lalar alias
Subhash Chand Sio Late
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the 63rd National Roller
Skating Championship
2025. Tanvi's father, San-
tosh Kumar Verma, an ad-
vocate, said that Tanvi has
been playing roller hockey
at the national level since
2019 and has consistently
won medals. To date, Tanvi
has won a total of 3 gold, 2
silver, and 3 bronze medals

|, Jasbir Kaur Wio Kuldeap
Singh Rio Bigarwal Road
Near Sun City Sunam Teh-
Sunam Distt. Sangrur have
changed my name from
Jashir Kaur 1o Jasvir Kaur

372
| Mann Singh Sio Manjeet
Ram Rio W.No.09,
Balachaur, Distt. SBS
Nagar, Punjba. Pin-144521
have changed my name
speliings and hereafter be
known as Maan Singh.

63372
|, Rangt Singh Slo Kewal Rio
Vpo. Yusafpur Darewal
Jalandhar have changed my

name o Gill Rang Singh.
63372

I, Kirandeap Kaur Wia JC-
S81T18K Ex-Sub Nirmal
Singh Rio Vpo. Landheke
Teh & Distt. Moga (Pt) Pin-
142001, declare that | have
changed my name Kubwani
Kaur o Kirandeep Kaur
632
| Bhajan Ram Sfo Sant Ram
Vill Bagrian Dist malerkotia

|, Sal Pal Singh Slo
Garbachan Dass Rio Vpo,
Mahalon Po. Mahalon Distt.

:

|, Karanvir Singh Sfo
Paramjit Singh Rfo
Mawanshahr Road

Wali Gali Banga
Distt. SBS
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at the national and 6 state
levels. Tanvi's mother, Mrs
Narinder Verma, said that
Tanvi excels in both sports
and studies, consistently
scoring above 90 per cent,
even though she is one
grade ahead of other stu-
dents her age. We all wish
that God would always sup-
port her.

Classified

| Kamaljit Wio Mukesh Rio
Vill.Bharo Mazara, Distt
Sbs Magar Punjab India-
144511 Want To Change
My Name From Kamaljit 1o
Kamaljit Kaur.

B3ar2

| Parwinder Kaur Wio
Jasmail Singh Rlo
Maujewala (Moga) have
Changed My Mame To
Parvinder Kaur.

Baarz2
|, Jagjit Singh Sfo
Mahinder Singh Rfo
Hassanpur Distt Mansa,
have changed my name lo
Jagjit Singh Bhangu.
Please note the following.

Baar2
| Jitendra Kumar Sio
Ompal Singh Rlo H.No-C-
25 CSI0 Colony Sector 30
C Chandigarh have

changed my Son name
from Ayushman to

Ayushman kumar.
Baar2

I' Monika Jain W0, Khalid
Kureishy Rfo. Mohalla
Sunami Gate, Malerkolla
have changad my name 1o
Monica.

gaar2
| Manjii Kawr Wo Amar
Village Kotbhai, Tehsil
Gidderbaha, Distt. Sri
Mukisar Sahib have
changed my name lo
Manpreet Kaur.

gaarnz

|, Jasvir Singh S/o Nemal
Singh Rio Vpo. Rode Teh-
Bagha Purana Distt. Moga
have changed my name io
Jasvir Singh Brar

B3ar2
|, Dharamveer Singh Sio
Kuldeep Singh Rfo Baba
Jivan Singh Patti VPO
Malliana. Distt.Moga.
142037, Punjab, India,
have changed my name io
Dharmveer Singh.

63372

|, Amarjeel Kaur Wio
Lakhwinder Singh Rfo
Agwar Nanak Magn Ghal
Kalan Distt. Moga Pb-
142048 have changed my
name from Amarjeet Kaur
to Amariit Kaur.

B33aT2

| Lakhwinder Singh Gil
S/0 Balwant Singh Rjo
Agwar Nanak Nagri, Ghal
Kalan Distt. Moga Pb-
142048 | have changed
my name Lakhwinder
Singh Gill to Lakhwindar
Singh.

University opens boys

f"' s f" a

'GYM facility

LUDHIANA: Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) today inaugurated a dedi-
cated gym facility for boys, marking a fresh step toward strengthening student
wellness on campus. The first morning session was launched in the presence of
% Dr Satbir Singh Gosal, Vice-Chancellor, PAU, with nearly forty students par-
ticipating. Addressing students, Dr Gosal emphasised that physical exercise is

essential for both mental and physical well-being. “Regular workouts not only
boost physical fitness but also build emotional resilience and mental strength,”
he said. He encouraged students to complement exercise with balanced nutri-
tion, noting that wholesome foods help build stronger bodies.

Legal awareness program on drug
de-addiction held at Hoshiarpur

HOSHIARPUR (DALJEET AJNOHA): Under the guidance of District and Sessions Judge Rajin-
der Agrawal and Chief Judicial Magistrate-cum-Secretary of the District Legal Services Au-

thority (DLSA) Hoshiarpur, Neeraj Goyal, alegal awareness
program focusing on drug de-addiction was organized to-
day.The event took place at the District Drug De-addiction
Center in Hoshiarpur as part of the National Legal Services
Authority’s (NALSA) initiative titled “Drug Awareness and
Wellness Navigation for a Drug-Free India Scheme-2025.”
The program aimed to foster awareness about the impor-
tance of a drug-free society and educate participants on the
challenges of drug abuse, relevant legal provisions, and the
support services available for affected individuals.

I, Haresh Kumar Sjo
Rattan Lal Rio WNo. 5§
Mallan Wala Teh-Zira
Distl. Ferozepur have
changed my name lo
Naresh Kumar 1o Rattan
Chand.

63372
| Monia Sandhu W/O
Kanwaljit Sandhu R/O
Village Nagra Po Dosanjh
Khurd Sub Tehsil Aur Disti
Sbs MNagar 144511 Pb
Declared That My Given
Hame Is Monia And
Surname |s Sandhu.

63ar2
I. Rani Kaur alias
Sukhjeet Kaur Wio Jaglar
Singh Rfe Moola Singh
Wala (Mansa) declare
thal above both names
belong to me (Same
person),

63372
|, Jagwinder Pal Sio
Harbans Lal Rfo Village
and Post Office Sal Khurd,
Distt. §.B.8 MNagar -
144505, Punjab have
changed my name from
Jagwinder Fal to
Jagwinder as Given name
and Pal as Surname. All
concemed please nole.

63372
| Somu Sio Nikku Ram R/o
Prem Magar Mohalla |
ward no. 6, Sullanpur
lodhi, Distt: Kapurthala
have changed my name
from Sonu lo Kumar
Sonu. All concemed may

please note.
83372

I, Mohd Amjad S/O Mohd
Anwar R/O Guru Teg
Bahadur Colony,
Malerkotla, Distt:
Malerkotla have changed
my name fo Mohammad

Amiad.
63372

|, Kanta Devi W/o Satish
Kumar Rio H.no. 325, Hira
Enclave Nabha, Teh.
Mabha, Disil. Patiala-
147201, Punjab  have

changed my name kania
Devi to Kanta Rani,

63a3rd
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I, Guishan Kumar Guisli
S/0 Bell Ram R/O H. No.
323. Ripudamanpura
Mohalla, Mabha, Disi.
Patiala-147201, Punjab,
india Have Changed My
Name Guishan Kumar
Guiati To Guishan Kumar,

63372
I hitherio known as
Pushkar S/o Nathu Ram
Rio Street No.19, MNai
Abadi, Abohar Distl.
Fazilka (Punjab) have
changed my name and
shall hereafer be known
as Pankaj Kumar.

BaaTE
I, Achar Pal S/o Rattan
Chand Rio W.No. 11 Deep
Colony Garhshankar Distt.
Hoshiarpur Pb, India, have

changed my name Pal
Achar and sumame as Pal.

63372
| Vijay Kumar Sfo Jagdish
Singh R/o Fatte Wala
Hithar Distt. Ferozapur
Have Changed My Mame
Viay Kumar To Kumar
Vijay.

B33T2

| Parampal Singh S$/0
Nachhatter Singh R/O
Salabatpura Disti Bathinda
Have Changed My Mame
To Parampal Singh
Dhaliwal.

63372
| Jagdeep Singh S/o Bahvir
Singh Rio VPO Dakha
Distt Ludhiana Have
changed my name fo
Jagdeep Singh Sekhon,

63ar2
I, Jaspreet Kaur Wio
Sukhdeap Singh Rio Vil
Chahal Khurd Teh-Banga
Distt. SBS Magar, Pb, have
changed my name from
Jaspreet Kaur fo Kaur
Jasprest. | have used Kaur
as my surname.

63372
I. Sandeep Singh Sio
Nirbhai Singh Rio Vil
Ratolan Teh-Sunam Distl.
Sangrur have changed my
minor son name from
Mankirt Singh fo Mankiri
Singh Rafol.

63372

| Sweena Rani W/O
Rakesh Kumar R/D
H.No.88, Patti Balol Vipo
Chauke Distt Bathinda
Have Changed My Name
To Savina Rani.
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I, Charnjit Paul S5fo
Gurnam Chand R/o Vpo.
Mahil Gailan Teh-Banga
Distt. S5BS Nagar have
changed my name fo
Charanijit Pal.

B33r2
| Sarbjit Kaur Wio
Raheem Baksh Rfo
Village Binjoki Khurd,
Tehsil Malerkolla Distt.
Malerkotla have
changed my MName
Sahin Begum,

63372
| Afreen W/o Mohammad
Saleem Rfo Islam Ganj
Chowhk, Malerkotla Disti.
Malerkolla have
changed my Name
Aafrean.

63372
| Kaushlya Devi W/O
Ruldu Ram R/O Namoli,
PO: Datarpur, DIST:
Hoshiarpur, Punjab -
144222 have changed
my name to Kushalya
Devi.

63372
| Mohammad Aziam S/o
Akbar Ali Rio Saroud
Road, Bhuru Shah Dera,
Malerkolla have
changed my MName
Mohammad Aazam.

63372
| hitherlo known as
Dharmandra Singh S/o
Mandroop Singh,
residing alt Dhurkol
Road, VPO Nihal Singh
Wala, Distt. Moga.
Punjab, India- 142055,
have changed my name
and shall hereafter be
known as Dharminder

Singh.
63372

I, Jagsir Singh Bagoria
S/o Salpal Singh Rfo
Vpo. Janer (Moga) have
changed my name from
Jagsir Singh Bagoria to
Jagsir Singh.

63372
| Baldev Ram Sfo Bhagat
Ram R/o Village Sotran,
Tehsil Banga. Disn
5.B.5 Nagar, Punjab
India-144505 have
changed my name of
minar son from Karanvir
lo Karanvir Banger.

63372
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Jerseys distributed to 60 needy children by Lok Hit Sanstha

RAJPURA (BHUPINDER KAPOOR): The 33rd jersey distribution or donor checkup camp was organized at PM Shree Govern-
ment Girls Senior Secondary School Kalka Road under the leadership of Sandeep Jindal, the head of Rajpura Lok Hit Sanstha,

occasion.

= or Advocate Sucha Singh. Development Corporation was Aam Aadmi Party. They distrib-
uted jerseys to 60 needy children through their tax lotuses and praised the work done by
the organization and assured to give all kinds of support to the organization. During this,
Dr. Navdeep Walia, a dental expert, checked up the teeth of 125 children and gave them
toothpaste and brushes and explained to the children about cleaning their teeth in detail.
Jindal thanked all the guests.

Advocate Sucha Singh, Satendra Singh Chauhan, Daljit Singh Rathore, Krishna Kumar
Taylor, Lalit Fine, Vikas Kumar, Rajkumar and many other members were present on the

Congress holds impressive rallies
across Payal ahead of Zilla Parishad
&Block samiti elections

AMRISH ANAND
DORAHA : Ahead of the Zila Parishad and
Block Samiti elections, the District
Congress Committee Khanna, led by
president and former MLA S. Lakhvir
Singh Lakha, held massive rallies across
several villages in the Payal constituency.
Coordinator S. Bant Singh Doburji also
participated.The rallies supported Zila
Parishad candidate S. Avtar Singh Taari
(Ramgarh Sardaran Zone) and Block
Samiti candidates Mrs. Jaswinder Kaur
Hans (Kila Hans Zone), Mrs. Jaspal Kaur
(Lehil Zone), and S. Laabh Singh (Ber
Kalan Zone).Large crowds and
enthusiastic participation signaled strong
public support for the Congress
candidates. Party leaders, including S.
Lakha, Yadvinder yandali, S. Bant Singh
Doburji, Gurmail Singh Gill Berkalan, and
Madam Deepinder Mangat, thanked the
people for their overwhelming response.

MCM's insightful career
session on Mathematics
empowers students

GHANDIGARH: The Mathematics Club-
Infinite Insight, under the aegis of the
Postgraduate Department of Mathematics
at Mehr Chand Mahajan DAV College for
Women organised an enriching career
counseling session titled ‘Exploring Career
Paths in Mathematics’.

The session was conducted by Dr. Chitra
Malhotra, Assistant Professor, Department
of Mathematics, who delivered an
insightful and engaging talk on the vast
spectrum of career opportunities available
to the students of Mathematics. Dr.
Malhotra shed light on prominent fields
such as data analytics, actuarial sciences,
finance, research, and academia, while
also highlighting the growing impact of
Mathematics in emerging domains
including artificial intelligence, machine
learning, and quantitative modeling. She
encouraged students to embrace
interdisciplinary learning and helped them
draw meaningful connections between
mathematical concepts and their real-
world applications. The event received an
enthusiastic response, leaving students
informed, inspired, and more confident in
planning their future trajectories.

Principal Ms. Neena Sharma highlighted
the importance of this session as she said
that such sessions not only broaden
students’ understanding of career
prospects but also motivate them to view
Mathematics as a gateway to intellectually
stimulating and fulfilling professional
paths.

First successful liver transplant at
government run institute in Mohali

SHASHI PAL JAIN
MOHALI, DEC 9

Marking a transformative
leap in tertiary healthcare, the
Bhagwant Singh Mann-led
Punjab Government has
scripted history with the suc-
cessful conduct of the first liv-
er transplant surgery at a
state-run institute Punjab In-
stitute of Liver and Biliary Sci-
ences (PILBS) in Mohali.
Presenting the successful-
ly operated patient to the me-
dia on Tuesday, Punjab
Health and Family Welfare
and Medical Education and
Research Minister Dr Balbir
Singh, stated that this is the
first time in Punjab's medical
history that such a delicate
and complex surgery has been
accomplished successfully ina
government institute. The
Minister was accompanied by
Principal Secretary Health
Kumar Rahul. He highlighted
that this lifesaving interven-

tion was provided to the pa-
tient at approximately Rs 12
lakhs, which costs around Rs
45-50 lakhs at the private hos-
pitals.

The transplant was per-
formed on November 27, 2025,
and the recipient is recovering
well, expected to be dis
charged in a day or two, he
added. Congratulating the
medical team led by Director
of PILBS and Professor &
Head of Hepatology Dr Viren-
dra Singh and Professor &
Head of Liver Transplant and
Hepatobiliary Surgery Dr K
Rajasekhar, the Health Minis-
ter termed this a major mile-
stone for the institute. Dr Bal-

bir Singh also expressed pro-
found gratitude to the Post
Graduate Institute of Medical
Education &  Research
(PGIMER), Chandigarh, for
providing the organ from a
brain-dead person from
Haryana. He also extended
heartfelt thanks to the donor's
family for their exemplary act
of organ donation, which has
given anew lease of life to mul-
tiple individuals. He said that
the PILBS continues to ex-
pand its role as Punjab's first
dedicated liver and biliary sci-
ences centre, offering compre-
hensive care, advanced proce-
dures, and 24x7 emergency
and ICU services. An upcom-

ing 175-bedded patient care
block is also in the pipeline,
further expanding the Insti-
tute's capacity and services, he
added. He said that the newly
built Diagnostic Block is now
operational with the installa-
tion of a Digital Subtraction
Angiography (DSA) machine.
The supply order for new CT
scanner has already been
placed, while, the tender
process for a new MRI is in
progress, and a new automat-
ed biochemistry analyser will
be fully functional within one
week. A state-of-the-art blood
bank has also been estab-
lished, which will be one of the
most advanced in Punjab.

Gillco International School hosts tricity’s
biggest “Gillco Summit 2025” to empower
students with dynamic learning platform

SHASHI PAL JAIN
KHARAR, DEC 9

Gillco International School,
known for its commitment to
holistic education and mean-
ingful student engagement,
took yet another remarkable
initiative this year by providing
students a powerful platform to
explore, express, and elevate
their talents. With this vision,
GIS successfully hosted the
Tricity’s biggest and most vi-
brant multi-event conclave —
Gillco Summit 2025 in collabo-
ration with Aspirant Learning.

With 300+ participants, the
summit’s biggest highlight was
the presence of its distinguished
chief guests on both days.
Rahul Singh, popularly known
as the Math Mentalist, presided
over as the chief guest on day 1.
His interactive and energetic
session captivated students and
encouraged them to view math-
ematics with curiosity and con-
fidence. Day 2 was honoured by
the presence of Major Muham-

mad Ali Shah, an acclaimed
motivational speaker and for-
mer army officer. Dr. Kri-
tikaKaushal, Principal of Gillco
International School, congratu-
lated the students of participat-
ing schools on not only con-
tributing sincerely in the event
but also on shouldering leader-
ship and organizational re-
sponsibilities as well. She ap-
plauded the titanic efforts made

to make Gillco Summit the
grandest event of Tricity.

Gillco Summit 2025 con-
cluded on a high note with the
distribution of awards and ex-
citing cash prizes, standingas a
testament to Gillco Internation-
al School’s continuous efforts to
create enriching, experiential
platforms where students can
discover their strengths, build
confidence.

Dr. Jagtar Singh Dhiman conferred with lifetime
achievement award at international conference

ANANTDEEP KAUR
BATHINDA, DEC 9

At the two-day international
conference EduCon-2025,
jointly organized by the Glob-
al Education Research Associ-
ation (GERA) and the Central
University of Punjab, (CUP),
Guru Kashi University’s Pro
Vice Chancellor Prof. (Dr.)
Jagtar Singh Dhiman deliv-
ered the prestigious Passi
Memorial Lecture. In recogni-
tion of his outstanding contri-
butions to education, agricul-
ture, literature, university ad-
ministration, and social serv-
ice, he was honoured with the
Lifetime Achievement
Award.

The award was presented
by Prof. Pankaj Arora, Chair-
person, NCTE, New Delhi,
along with other distin-
guished dignitaries. GERA
Presidents Prof. S.P. Malho-
tra, Prof. S.K. Bawa, Dr.
Bhupinder Singh, CEO, Cal-
gary, Canada, and Prof. R.K.
Vasoorika,Dean Academics,
CUP, Bathinda were also pres-
ent on the occasion. Congrat-

ulating Dr. Dhiman on this
well-deserved  recognition,
GKU Chancellor S. Gurlabh
Singh Sidhu, Managing Direc-
tor S. Sukharaj Singh Sidhu,
and Vice Chancellor Dr.
Rameshwar Singh said that
thiswill inspire young scien-
tists, researchers, and agricul-
ture professionals.

In his address, Dr. Dhi-
man highlighted India’s rich
heritage of knowledge in spir-
ituality, philosophy, science,
and agriculture forming the
crux of Indian knowledge sys-
tem. He emphasized the glob-
al impact of Indian scholars
and referred to eminent per-
sonalities such as Dr. Gurdev

b [
Singh Khush & Dr. M.S.
Swaminathan in agriculture,
Dr. Narinder Singh Kampani
in the domain of Optic Fibre,
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam in the
field of missile technology, Dr.
Hargobind Khurana in the
area of Biotechnology, and
others whose work has illu-
minated the world. He also
underlined India’s philoso-
phy of VasudhaivaKutum-
bakam andSarbatt da Bhala
and itsall-time relevance in
guiding global harmony and
progress. Dr. Dhiman was
presented with a citation and
a shawl, along with best wish-
es for his good health and
bright future.

Deputy medical commissioner inspects de-
addiction rehabilitation center in Hoshiarpur

DALJEET AJNOHA
HOSHIARPUR, DEC 9

The De-Addiction Rehabilita-
tion Center located in Fate
hgarh, Hoshiarpur, has
emerged as a remarkable mod-
el in combating substance
abuse. Rehabilitation at this
center goes beyond mere detox-
ification; it aims to reintegrate
individuals into mainstream
society by equipping them with
sustainable livelihood skills.To-
day, Deputy Medical Commis-
sioner Dr. Swati Seemar con-
ducted an inspection of the fa-
cility, engaging with patients to
understand their concerns and
holding discussions with their
family members, who ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
quality of care provided.Dr.
Swati highlighted that under

the Punjab Government’s ro-
bust anti-drug campaign, the
center imparts specialized
training to foster self-reliance
among patients. Training mod-
ules include salon services,
cooking, gardening, alongside
new skill sets like mobile repair
and fabric dyeing. Patients re-
ceive certificates upon comple-
tion, enabling them to regain
independence and rebuild their
lives with dignity.The center is
well-equipped with amenities
such as a gymnasium, play-
ground, library, prayer hall,
music room, and comprehen-
sive dining facilities. Recently,
the state government sanc-
tioned Rs 27 lakh for the estab-
lishment of a computer lab at
Balival Ground, further en-
hancing the facility’s
capabilities.

PAU conducts nutrition awareness camps in
salempura and halwara to strengthen rural
health and diet literacy

e | -

LUDHIANA: The Department of Food and Nutrition, College
of Community Science, Punjab Agricultural University (PAU),
organised a series of Nutrition Awareness Camps in the vil-
lages of Salempura and Halwara on December 3 and 5, respec-
tively, to improve the nutritional well-being of rural women

and elderly residents.

At Salempura, the camp focused on the rising incidence of
anaemia among women. Faculty and students sensitised par-
ticipants to its symptoms, causes and prevention, highlighting
locally available iron-rich foods such as jaggery, green leafy
vegetables, millets, roasted gram and seasonal fruits. Students
also showcased informative posters offering practical dietary
suggestions for improving iron intake.

The camp at Halwara centred on increasing cases of dia-
betes and lifestyle-related disorders. The PAU team empha-
sised the importance of six essential nutrients—Calcium, Vit-
amin D, Vitamin C, Iron, Vitamin B12 and Dietary Fibre—
while sharing actionable guidance on glucose control, muscle
strength, and healthy ageing practices.

National CME workshop
organised at RBU

LK BANSAL
MOHALI, DEC 9

Rayat Bahra University con-
ducted the 1st National CME
Workshop on “Clinical An-
drology Meets Reproductive
Immunology”. The event was
organised by the Department
of Clinical Embryology & Re-
productive Genetics (CERG) in
collaboration with Origin
LIFE Healthcare, with aca-
demic support from the Indian
Immunology Society. Over 200
participants from reputed in-
stitutions including Lovely
Professional MMU Mullana,
GNA University, CT Universi-
ty, Dolphin PG College,

Chitkara University, and sev-
eral other universities across
India took part in this national
academic initiative. The work-
shop opened with an inaugu-
ral ceremony led by Dipneet
Kaur, Director & Head, CERG;
Prof. Sunil K. Arora, Professor
of Eminence & Convener; and
Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Group
Vice-Chancellor, Rayat Bahra
University, who presided as
the Chief Guest. The day fea-
tured expert talks by eminent
speakers, including Dr. Satish
K. Gupta, former Deputy Di-
rector, National Institute of
Immunology; Dr. Prabhneet
Kaur; Dr. Harjeet Kaur; San-
toshi Kadam.

Large number of devotees participate in
third day of Shri Ram Katha which will
continue till December 12

ganizing Shri Ram Katha at Shri Ram Bhawan here till De-
cember 12. A large number of devotees participated in the event
on the third day of this Katha today.

Yesterday Kathavachika Vidushi Anjali Aryanarrated the
Ram Katha in a very effective manner. Today, she gave detailed
information about Shri Ram's journey to Mithala city and Shri
Ram's marriage with Mata Sita. Giving information in this re-
gard, Agarwal Sabha President Ravi Garg, Davinder Gupta and
Jatinder Gupta Rinku said that this Katha isnarrated every day
from 4 to 8 pm.

They said that on December 11, an impressive Deepmala
will be organized by the city residents and in this regard,
arrangements have also been made to take selfie at the under-
construction Shri Ram Mandir. They said that a Bhandara has
been organized at the end of the Katha.

Impact of action helpline; district

JS SODHI
JALANDHAR, DEC 9

The District Administration
has successfully resolved 376
complaints received on the Ac-
tion Helpline WhatsApp num-
ber 96462-22555 issued to re-
solve problems related to clean-
liness of vacant plots, loose and
damaged wires and stray ani-
mals. Chairing a review meet-
ing regarding the disposal of
complaints received on the Ac-
tion Helpline, Deputy Commis-
sioner Dr. Himanshu Agarwal
asked the officers to give priori-
ty to the complaints received on
the Action Helpline and work
more actively for their immedi-
ate and appropriate resolution.
Dr. Agarwal said that 291 com-
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plaintsreceived through the Ac-
tion Line WhatsApp number re-
lated to the cleaning of vacant
plots have been resolved and
the people have been provided
relief. He further said that the
administration isalso takingac-
tion against those who do not
get the plots cleaned, under
which apart from issuing 159
notices to the plot owners, red
entries have also been made in
8 cases.

The Deputy Commissioner
also reviewed the campaign be-
ing run by the district adminis-
tration to remove the hanging,
loose, unusable and damaged
wires of the companies provid-
ing telecom and internet facili-
ties in the city for the safety of
the people.

Rose public school, Suliali, sizzles
with MasterChef competition!

ey | i

VERMA
SULIALI, DEC 9

Rose Public School, Suliali,
recently played host to a
thrilling MasterChef compe-
tition that had the young culi-
nary stars of Senior KG
showcasing their skills and
creativity! The event was a
gastronomic extravaganza,
with tiny tots transforming
into master chefs, presenting
delectable dishes prepared by
their parents. The competi-
tion was inaugurated by
Principal Mr. Sanjay Kumar
Sharma and Vice Principal
Mrs. Babita Sharma, who en-
couraged the young partici-
pants to explore their culi-
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nary talents. The event saw
an array of mouth-watering
dishes, each one more appe-
tizing than the last! Teachers,
including Mrs. Nancy, Man-
ju, Shabnam, Kiran, Sapna,
Reena, Shivani, Kashish, and
Santosh, evaluated the dishes
based on nutrition and quali-
ty, making it a truly compre-
hensive learning experience.

The proud winners of the
MasterChef competition
were: Advik, Jiansh,
Samayra, Ritik, Varnit,
Pranavi, Kanishka, Ayan,
Anirudh, , Shreya, Vinayak.
Principal Mr. Sanjay Kumar
Sharma and Vice Principal
Mrs. Babita Sharma congrat-
ulated the winners.

Zila Parishad Elections: Aam Aadmi Party
strengthens grassroots outreach

%

SUMER GARG
SANGRUR, DEC 9

In the run-up to the Zila
Parishad and Panchayat
Samiti elections, Chairman of
Punjab Small Industries &
Export Corporation Dalvir
Singh Dhillon and Chairman
of Dhuri Market Committee
Rajwant Singh Ghulli have
taken full charge of the cam-
paign in Dhuri. Both leaders
are extensively touring the
constituency, visiting village
after village from early morn-
ing until late evening to mo-
bilize strong support for Aam
Aadmi Party candidates.
Addressing gatherings
across several villages, Chair-
man Dalvir Singh Dhillon
said that people have closely

ki

observed the Aam Aadmi
Party’s work over the past
four years. The visible devel-
opment carried out during
this period forms the firm
foundation on which AAP is
contesting the current Zila
Parishad and Panchayat
Samiti elections.

Campaigning in favour of
Zila Parishad candidate Har-
jinder Singh Kanjla, and
Block Samiti candidates
Joginder Singh, Kulwinder
Singh, Jagseer Singh, and
Ranjodh  Singh, Dhillon
shared that AAP volunteers
are conducting an intensive
door-to-door campaign to
build direct communication
with the public and make
them aware of the party’s pro-
gressive reforms.

Truck overturns on Raahon-
Machhiwara Sutlej bridge; major
damage narrowly avoided
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DEEPAK KUMAR
MACHHIWARA SAHIB, DEC 9

The  Raahon-Machhiwara
stretch over the Sutlej bridge
continues to witness frequent
accidents. Last week, a trac-
tor-trolley carrying sugar-
cane had overturned, and last
night, a truck loaded with
goods fell into a ravine.

The roads on both sides of
the bridge are in a dilapidated
state, the guardrails dam-
aged, and the edges have start-
ed collapsing. Despite repeat-
ed alerts to the administra-
tion, no effective action has
been taken, raising concerns
that authorities might be

| !
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waiting for a major accident

to occur. According to
Jasveer Singh, who was trav-
elling with five family mem-
bers, he had recently retired
after 21 years of service as a
Granthi at a Gurdwara in Pa-
tiala. While returning to Am-
ritsar, their truck reached the
bridge where a police consta-
ble demanded money for pas-
sage. The driver paid ?200, but
another constable allegedly
struck the truck with a baton
and also demanded money.
While trying to reverse, the
truck slipped due to the dam-
aged road edge and over-
turned into the ravine, along

with the passengers.

Vijay Sharma Tinku holds
election meetings in favor of

Congress candidates

J K BATTA
CHANDIGARH, DEC 9

Congress candidates will win
with a big lead in the block
samiti elections. These words
were expressed by Vijay Shar-
ma Tinku, Halka Incharge
Kharar, while addressing the
election meetings in favor of
Congress candidates of Block
Kharar here today.

Addressing the election
meetings in favor of Congress
party candidate Satish Ku-
mar Sharma Sethi from Mul-
lanpur New Chandigarh Zone
and Bibi Rani Kaur Milkh
from Siunk Zone, he said that
in the coming time, people are
ready to support the Congress
party.

Mr. Vijay Sharma Tinku
Halka Incharge Kharar said
that you should make Con-
gress party candidates win for
the development of your zone
in your -constituency and
strengthen the hands of Con-
gress high command.

Mr. Tinku said that the cur-
rent Punjab government has
not done any kind of develop-
ment work in Kharar con-
stituency so far, this govern-
ment could not fulfill even the
false promise of 1000 made to
women, but On the contrary,
this government has bur-
dened the treasury of Punjab
by spending a lot of money on
advertisements and wasteful
expenditure.

On this occasion, among

Sarabjit Singh Bhatti elected state
secretary in Punjab and Chandigarh
Journalists Union

J K BATTA
CHANDIGARH, DEC 9

In the fourth state conference
of the Punjab and Chandigarh
Journalists Union held in Bar-
nala, senior journalist Sarabjit
Singh Bhatti was unanimously
elected as State Secretary, Bal-
bir Singh Jandu Chairman, Jai
Singh Chhibber President,
Santokh Gill Secretary Gener-
al and Bindu Singh Treasurer.

Apart from this, Bhushan
Sood was elected Senior Vice
President, Rajan Mann,
Gagandeep Arora, Jagsir
Singh Sandhu, Jaswant Singh
Thind, Vice President, Davin-
der Singh Bhangu, Organising
Secretary, N.P. Dhawan, Bal-
winder Singh Sipre, and Veer-
pal Bhagta were elected Secre-
taries. On this occasion, some
amendments in the constitu-
tion of the organisation were
also unanimously approved.
Speaking on the occasion, Bal-
winder Jammu, National Pres-
ident of the Indian Journalists
Union, condemned the increas-

ing attacks on journalists not
only in the country but also in-
ternationally and demanded
the restoration of press free-
dom. He also demanded that
the Central Government form
aMedia Commission to protect
journalists. Senior journalists
Jagtar Singh Sidhu, Pritam
Rupal, Gurdeep Singh Lali,
Nirmal Pandori, J K Batta
Press Reporter Kharar—Majri-
New Chandigarh, Balwinder
Singh Dhaliwal, Ravinder
Ravi, Vipin Rana, Balwinder
Singh Bhangu, Harjit Singh,
Bharat Bhushan Dogra, Malk-
it Singh Tony, Navkant Bhay-
romajra, Manpreet Singh Mal-
leana, Gurinder Singh
Mehndiratta, Karamjit Singh
Chilla, Amarpal Singh Bains,
Prabhat Bhatti etc.
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Jakhar seeks High Court-monitored probe into drug money trail

CHANDIGARH: Punjab BJP president Sunil Jakhar has written a sharply worded letter to Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, urging the state government to initiate a court-monitored investigation into what he describes as the "real engine"
driving Punjab's drug crisis, the money trail behind the illegal trade. He has demanded that the probe be supervised di-
rectly by the Chief Justice of the Punjab and Haryana High Court. Jakhar said the roots of Punjab's drug network lie not
merely in addiction or street-level supply, but in the financial chain that extends upward to influential beneficiaries who,
according to him, have remained untouched. Arresting addicts or small-time peddlers, he argued, would not dismantle the
broader criminal economy unless investigators "follow the money." In his letter, the BJP leader warned that the state's in-
ability to reach the "big fish" raises serious concerns about political and administrative shielding. He asserted that sever-
al leaders who once lived modest lifestyles now possess luxurious vehicles and sprawling farmhouses, wealth that, he sug-
gested, warrants scrutiny. Jakhar pointed to the large cash recoveries made in drug-related cases in recent years, claim-
ing they indicate a much larger nexus involving powerful individuals. He wrote that without strong oversight from the
High Court, public confidence in the government's commitment to fighting narcotics would remain weak.

Condolence meeting for
senior BJP leader Karam

Chand to be held on Dec 11

SHARANJEET
PATHANKOT: A condolence meeting
for the late Karam Chand (Pradhan),
former president of the Bharatiya Janata
Party Sujanpur Mandal, will be held at
Sharma Celebration Hall in his native
village of Firozpur
Kalan on Thursday,
December 11, from 1
PM to 2 PM. This
information was given
by his eldest son,
Arvind Mohan Labba,
former president of
BJP Aarthi Cell, Pathankot district. It is
noteworthy that the late Karam Chand
Pradhan was a prominent leader of the
party and had been associated with it
since the Jan Sangh era. He had been
ill for several months and passed away
on November 29. The late Karam
Chand Pradhan dedicated his entire life
to strengthening the BJP in the
Sujanpur Mandal. The BJP will always
feel his absence.

S. Maheshinder Singh Grewal leads
strong campaign for Akali Dal
candidates in village Maksudra

AMRISH ANAND

DORAHA : Former Punjab Minister
and senior Akali Dal leader S.
Maheshinder Singh Grewal, along with
Payal Incharge Jathedar S.Manijit
Singh Madnipur, S. Jagdev Singh
Boparai (Vice President, Shiromani
Akali Dal), S. Gurpreet Singh Lapran,
Bibi Jaspreet kaur Arricha and the
entire local leadership, visited Village
Maksudra today to campaign for party
candidates in the upcoming Block
Samiti and Zila Parishad
elections.Grewal addressed the
gathering in support of S. Nirmal
Singh, Akali Dal candidate from Block
Samiti Zone Maksudra, and S. Baldev
Singh Doburji (Former Sarpanch),
candidate from Zila Parishad Zone,In
his address, S.Grewal emphasized
that village development, employment
opportunities for youth, resolving
farmers’ issues, and providing better
facilities have always been the
priorities of the Shiromani Akali Dal.
He said that honest and development-
oriented candidates like Nirmal Singh
and Baldev Singh Daburji must be
elected with a strong mandate for the
progress of the region.

Senior Delhi Public School
Rupnagar organises annual
prize distribution function

BAHADURJEET SINGH

RUPNAGAR: Senior Delhi Public
School Rupnagar organized its annual
prize distribution function titled 'Little
Heart Big Dream' with great
enthusiasm and pomp. The colorful
function organized at 'Dream
Destination Resort' Rupnagar was
attended by the Rupnagar MLA
Advocate Dinesh Chadha as the Chief
Guest ..Ashok Wahi ,president
Municipal Council Rupnagar was the
Guest of Honor and eminent
industrialist Manish Sharma was the
Special Guest. The Chairman of the
school J.K. Jaggi, CEO. Manmohan
Kalia, Principal.Pavneet Kaur and the
students welcomed both the guests
with bouquets.

RTI Commission expresses
displeasure over conduct of
PCS officer

CHANDIGARH: The Punjab State
Information Commission has
expressed displeasure over the
conduct of a PCS officer from the
state. Sharing details, a spokesperson
of the Commission said that in case
number 5555/2023, which was listed
for hearing before State Information
Commissioner Mrs. Pooja Gupta, the
Regional Transport Officer Amritsar
was summoned multiple times but did
not appear before the Commission
even once. The spokesperson stated
that despite the issuance of bailable
warrants against this officer, he still
failed to appear before the
Commission. The spokesperson
further informed that due to non-
compliance with the orders of the
Commission, State Information
Commissioner Mrs. Pooja Gupta has
directed that the penalty previously
imposed on the then officer (under
whose tenure the RTI application was
filed) be increased from Rs10,000 to
Rs 25,000.

Students of school of eminence,
Doraha shine at national level,
win silver and bronze medals

AMRISH ANAND
DORAHA : Two students from School
of Eminence, Doraha brought pride to
their school and region by winning
silver and bronze medals in a national-
level weightlifting competition. Upon
their arrival at Beant Singh Chowk
Doraha today, the school staff and
local residents warmly welcomed them
with traditional drum beats.School
Principal Madam Harvinder Roop Rai
congratulated the students, their
parents, and the school staff on this
remarkable achievement, calling it a
roud moment for the entire institution.
ladam Jasveer Kaur from the School
PTI shared that four girls from the
school participated in the national
‘Khelo India’ competition, among
whom Sukhpreet Kaur won the silver
medal and Jasmin Kaur secured the
bronze.

G5 entry, exit points sealed to keep
vigil around drug smugolers

GAURAV GOEL
CHANDIGARH, DEC 9

Amidst the ongoing drive to
make Punjab a safe and secure
state as per directions of Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, Punjab Police on Tues-
day carried out a special opera-
tion ‘OPS Seal-XXIII" aimed at
checking all the vehicles enter-
ing or exiting the border state
of Punjab to keep vigil around
anti-social elements, drug traf-
fickers and bootleggers.
During the operation, con-
ducted simultaneously in all
the districts on the directions of
Director General of Police
(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav,
all the SSPs of border districts

lice Personnel were set up un-

were directed to organise joint
Naka operations at strategic
places in their respective dis-
tricts and mobilise a maximum
number of manpower to lay
strong ‘nakas’ at sealing points
under the supervision of
Gazetted officers/SHOs. Shar-
ing details, Special DGP Law
and Order Arpit Shukla said
that well-coordinated strong
nakas involving over 600 Po-

der the supervision of Inspec-
tors/DSPs at least 65 entry/exit
points of 10 districts, which
share boundaries with four
border states and UT Chandi-
garh. The 10 inter-state border
districts include Pathankot, Sri
Muktsar Sahib, Fazilka, Ru-
panagar, SAS Nagar, Patiala,
Sangrur, Mansa, Hoshiarpur
and Bathinda. He said that as
many as 1182 vehicles enter-

ing/exiting the state were
checked, of which 234 were
challaned and two were im-
pounded during the operation.
Police teams have also regis-
tered five FIRs and arrested
three persons during the oper-
ation. Apart from this, Police
teams have continued its cor-
don and search operation
(CASO) against drugs on Day
283, and conducted raids at 346
locations on Tuesday leading to

the arrest of 95 drug smugglers
after registration of 68 first in-
formation reports (FIRs) across
the state. With this, the num-
ber of total drug smugglers ar-
rested has reached to 39,864
within 283 days. The Special
DGP said that the raids have re-
sulted in recovery of 1.5 kg
heroin, 429 grams opium, 6 kg
ganja, 21 kg poppy husk and Rs
2.95 lakhs drug money from
the possession of arrested drug
smugglers. He informed that
over 120 Police teams, com-
prising over 1000 police per-
sonnel, under the supervision
of 70 gazetted officers have con-
ducted raids across the state
and checked as many as 340
suspicious persons during the
day long operation. The Special
DGP said that with the state
government has enforced a
three-pronged strategy— En-
forcement, Deaddiction and
Prevention (EDP)— to eradi-
cate drugs from the state, the
Punjab Police as part of ‘De-ad-
diction’ has convinced 40 per-
sons to undergo de-addiction
and rehabilitation treatment
today.

God incarnates for the
salvation of universe

SUMER GARG
SANGRUR, DEC 9

Sadhvi, Vaishnavi Bharti Ji,
the disciple of Shri Guru
Ashutosh Maharaj Ji, during
Katha gave a lecture on
Samudra Manthan incident
in the fourth day meeting of
Shrimad Bhagwat Weekly
Katha Gyan Yagya organized
by Divya Jyoti Jagrati
Sansthan at anaj mandi
gaushala road.

She said 'Samudra Man-
than' was done by gods and
demons. According to Lord
Vishnu, many gems were re-
covered from the ocean, of
which nectar (Amrit) was
also one, by drinking which
immortality can be achieved.
During the manthan, firstly,
poison, came out from the
ocean's womb.

Which started spreading
in all directions. The gods
prayed to Mahadev, who is a
god of gods. Bholenath drank
poison for the welfare of the
universe and stopped the poi-
son in his throat, due to which
the throat went blue, for this
reason lord Shiva is also pop-
ularly known as 'Neelkanth'.
The Lord taught us that even

if you hear bitter words like
poison, do not take them to
heart but keep them in your
throat. In this way one can re-
main happy in life. Lakshmi
Ji appears from the sea and
accepts Shri Narayan Ji as
her husband, which givesus a
lesson that try to attain
Narayan, Lakshmi Ji will au-
tomatically come, as Lakshmi
Ji herself follows Narayan.
From Samudra Manthan
(churning of ocean), horse,
the Parijat tree, the nymphs,
the Kamdhenu cow, the char-
iot, the quiver, the arrows and
the nectar come out from the
ocean, the gods and demons
divided these among them-
selves. She further said that
Balram Ji comes to earth be-

fore God (Lord Krishna) to as-
sist Lord Krishna in the his
activities. In our scriptures,
Balarama is shown holding a
plow in his hand. He has also
been called the god of farmers
and inspires us for organic
farming.

Organic agriculture is
beneficial for the environ-
ment and health. In this,
chemical pesticides are not
used but natural fertilizer is
prepared from cow dung and
urine. It is made at low cost. It
also increases the income of
the farmer. Then she added
that God comes in every era to
protect religion. He incar-
nates in every age to provide
welfare to the devotees and to
save the wicked.

Weekly review meetings to improve basic

infrastructure in district: Ashika Jain

HOSHIARPUR (DALJEET AJNOHA): Deputy Commissioner
Ashika Jain stated that the administration is fully active in en-
suring smooth operation and substantial improvement of the
district’s basic infrastructure, especially roads, traffic lights,
and other public amenities. The administration is prioritizing
the resolution of citizens’ inconveniences with utmost urgency.
She clarified that the performance of relevant departments will
now be monitored through regular
weekly meetings to review issues,
find solutions, and ensure timely
progress. Deputy Commissioner
Ashika Jain emphasized that the ad-
ministration’s top priority is ensur-
ing that no fundamental deficiency
in urban or rural areas causes dis-
tress to residents. Accordingly, nec-
essary instructions have been issued
to all departments. She added that
whenever any complaint or issue is
brought to their attention, immedi-
ate action will be directed to the concerned department.

To organize this effort effectively and ensure results, Addi-
tional Commissioner (General) Parampreet Singh has been ap-
pointed as the nodal officer. He will coordinate with all depart-
ments regarding deficiencies in roads, traffic lights, and other
basic infrastructures in the district. A dedicated Google Sheet
portal is being developed for departments to regularly upload
reports on completed improvements. This system will enhance
transparency and facilitate the swift resolution of
problems.During the review meeting, the Deputy Commission-
er instructed the Hoshiarpur Municipal Corporation to urgent-
ly repair the malfunctioning traffic lights at Naloiyan Chowk
and Salwara Chowk. She directed that under no circumstances
should citizens face inconvenience, and all basic facilities must
be provided without any disruption.

Health department holds felicitation
ceremony for sterilization fortnight

DALJEET AJNOHA
HOSHIARPUR, DEC 9

A felicitation ceremony was
organized today at the Civil
Surgeon’s office in
Hoshiarpur to mark the con-
clusion of the Sterilization
Fortnight. The event was
chaired by Dr. Balbir Kumar,
Civil Surgeon of Hoshiarpur,
and conducted under the lead-
ership of Dr. Ranjit Singh,
District Family Welfare Offi-
cer.

The ceremony was at-
tended by Deputy Medical
Commissioner Dr. Swati Shi-
mar, District Vaccination Of
ficer Dr. Seema Garg, Assis-
tant Civil Surgeon Dr. Ajay
Basra, District Dental Health
Officer Dr. Kapil Dogra, sen-
ior medical officers from var-
ious health institutions, and
Deputy Mass Media Officers
Ramandeep Kaur and Ravin-
der Jassal.During the pro-
gram, surgeons who made ex-
emplary contributions to the
Sterilization Fortnight, male
health workers who motivat-
ed community members for

sterilization, and senior med-
ical officers from the respec-
tive blocks were honored for
their outstanding service.

Dr. Balbir Kumar high-
lighted that the Sterilization
Fortnight aims primarily to
increase public awareness
about family planning servic-
es and to enhance maternal
and child health in the dis-
trict. He commended the dis-
trict health teams for their re-
sponsible and committed ef-
forts throughout the cam-
paign. He reaffirmed that ster-
ilization services play a cru-
cialrole in strengthening fam-
ily health and expressed ap-

preciation for the doctors and
field staff whose dedication
ensured the campaign’s suc-
cess.

He urged the public to
embrace family planning op-
tions for healthier families
with an open mind and ex-
pressed confidence that the
district will continue to im-
prove its family planning ini-
tiatives with sustained dedi-
cation and cooperation.Dis-
trict Family Welfare Officer
Dr. Ranjit Singh emphasized
the extensive outreach of
health teams, from urban to
rural areas, who have educat-
ed people about safe.

Poster released for Nagar Kirtan dedicated
to unparalleled martyrdom of Chhote
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RAKESH JINDAL
NABHA, DEC 9

The poster of the Mahan Nagar
Kirtan dedicated to the unpar-
alleled martyrdom of the
younger Sahibzade Baba Zo-
rawar Singh Ji, Baba Fateh
Singh Ji and Mata Gujri Ji was
released today after a special
function. With the support of
SGPC, Jathedar Gurcharan
Singh Tohra Charitable Trust
and Tohra Kabaddi Cup, this
Nagar Kirtan is being taken out
from Gu. Chubara Sahib Pat-
shahi Pehli village Chhitanwala
to Gu. Sri Fatehgarh Sahib on
December 17. On this occasion,
Baba Roshan Singh Dhablan,
Bhai Tarlochan Singh Ji Ladi
Head Granthi Aloharan Sahib,
Baba Lakha Singh Kar Sewa

Wale released posters and ap-
pealed to the Sangat that these
great martyrs gave us the gift of
life and leadership by giving
their martyrdom. Therefore, it
is our duty to participate in
these martyrdom days with de-
votion, respect, simplicity and
humility along with our fami-
lies and receive the blessings of
Guru Sahib. Giving informa-
tion in this regard, Satwinder
Singh Tohra, member of Shiro-
mani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee, Sri Amritsar (Bhad-
son constituency), said that this
annual Nagar Kirtan is organ-
ized every year by the Sangat of
the entire area dedicated to the
martyrdom of the younger
Sahibzade Baba Zorawar Singh
Ji, Baba Fateh Singh Ji and
Mata Gujar Kaur Ji.

Gulab Chand Kataria attends "Seva
Sadbhavana Sammelan" program
organized in village Saidoke, Moga

MOGA (JAGRAJ SINGH SANGHA): A conference dedicated to
service and harmony was organized in village Saidoke of Moga
district today, in which the Honorable Governor of Punjab, Shri
Gulab Chand Kataria, attended as a special guest. This conference
was organized under the leadership of Karamjit Singh Dhaliwal,
aresident of village Saidoke and a famous NRI. MLLA Nihal Singh
Wala, Mr. Manjit Singh Bilaspur, H.H. Jain Acharya Lokesh and
former IPS. Officer Jitinder Singh Aulakh also attended the pro-
gram. Addressing the Sewa Sadbhavana Sammelan organized in
village Saidoke, he said that Karamyjit Singh Dhaliwal is a promi-
nent social worker and everyone should support such people in
their work. He said, “I have reached this small village of Moga
with this thought, from where the work of service is being done
on a large scale.” He said that Ahimsa Vishwa Bharati and
Karamjit Singh Dhaliwal Foundation, run under the leadership
of H.H. Jain Acharya Lokesh and NRI Karamjit Singh Dhaliwal,
are working to serve humanity across the world.

Ravinder Sharma urges Hindu unity to
increase representation in Punjab

RADHE SHYAM SHARMA
MORINDA, DEC 9

Shri Hindu Takht national
propagator Ravinder
Sharma has appealed to
the Hindu community in
Punjab to rise above par-
ty affiliations and support
Hindu candidates in elec-
tions to ensure greater
representation in the
state legislature and Par-
liament.

In a statement issued
here, Sharma said that
whichever political party
fields a Hindu candidate, it
should be the collective duty
of Hindus in that area to unite
and work towards ensuring
that candidate’s victory.

He said increased num-
bers of Hindu MLAs and MPs
were essential for strengthen-
ing the community’s voice in
Punjab. Expressing concern

over the prevailing situation
in the state, Sharma said Pun-
jab was witnessing alarming
incidents

in which Hindus
were allegedly be-
ing targeted. He re-
ferred to incidents
of firing, snatch-
ing, robbery and
attacks with
sharp-edged
weapons, claiming
that such acts
were creating an
atmosphere of fear
among Hindus.

He alleged that the Bhag-
want Mann-led Punjab gov-
ernment had failed to effec-
tively deal with the situation
and that the law-and-order
condition in the state was de-
teriorating. Sharma said the
need of the hour was for Hin-
dus living in Punjab to organ-
ise themselves and demon-
strate unity.

Dasmesh School Scouts lead with pride
at national jamboree in Lucknow

KULWINDER KARWAL
SARDULGARH, DEC 9

The Bharat Scouts and
Guides successfully organ-
ized the Diamond Jubilee and
19th National Jamboree in
Lucknow, the capital of Uttar
Pradesh. The prestigious
event witnessed the partici-
pation of nearly 35,000 Scouts
and Guides from 28 Indian
states along with contingents
from Nepal, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, Maldives, the United
States, the UAE, and several
other countries.

The Jamboree was inau-
gurated by Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, while the closing
ceremony was graced by the
President of India, Smt.
Droupadi Murmu, who
blessed the young Scouts for
their remarkable spirit and

discipline. Under the guid-
ance of State Organizing
Commissioner S. Ukar Singh,
a contingent of 55 students
from Mansa district partici-
pated in the Jamboree. The
team was led by District Or-
ganizing Commissioner Dar-
shan Singh Bareta, District
Training Commissioner
Mandeep Singh  Goldy,

B e i Gl s Bl . L

Madam Nirlep Kaur, and S.
Jasvir Singh Mirpur. In-
spired by Principal S.
Bhupinder Singh Sandhu
and Madam Kirandeep Kaur,
six Scouts from Dasmesh
School,  Sardulgarh—Sne-
hdeep Singh, Deepinder
Singh, Mahakpreet Singh,
Rajnoor Singh, Abhijeet
Singh.

Guru Nanak Mission Senior Secondary School
Kotkapura gets FAP National Award 2025

SURINDER DAMDAMI
KOTKAPURA, DEC 9

Under the able leadership of the
visionary, versatile personality
and beacon president of the Fed-
eration of Private Schools and
Associations, Dr. Jagjit Singh
Dhuri, the fifth season of the
prestigious event, FAP National
Awards 2025, was organized at
Chandigarh University. Schools
across the country registered for
thisaward in various categories,
but after the selection process of
the award was completed, this
award went to a few selected
schools. The 37-year-old educa-

tional institution, Guru Nanak
Mission  Senior Secondary
School, Kotkapura, won the
FAP National Award 2025.
School Principal Gurpreet Singh
Makkar had the honor of receiv-
ing the award from Rajya Sabha
member Satnam Singh Sandhu.
Principal MakKkar, while adding
to the information, said that this
award was given to the school aft
ter evaluating various activities
of the school such as two stu-
dents of class X securing 94 per-
centmarks in academic achieve-
ments, many first and second
places at the block and zonal lev-
el in sports.

DBU holds legal aid awareness camp at Sohag Heri to promote

‘Nasha Mukti Abhiyan’ and human rights pro

AJAY MALHOTRA
FATEHGARH SAHIB, DEC 9

Desh Bhagat University organ-
ised a Legal Aid Awareness
Camp at Village Sohag Heri un-
der the theme “Nasha Mukti
Abhiyan & Human Rights
Day”, led by the ADR Centre,
Legal Aid Cell and Pro Bono Le-
gal Service Club of the Univer-
sity School of Law, in collabo-
ration with the Women Griev-
ance Redressal Cell and NSS
Unit.

Over 70 law students from
LLBand BALLB (Hons.) partic-
ipated, engaging with villagers
to build awareness on drug de-
addiction, fundamental rights
and access to justice. The pro-
gramme commenced with a
welcome by Dr. Anu Mutneja,
followed by insightful remarks
from faculty members Dr. Arti,
Dr. Prabhjot Kaur Ghuman,

tection

Ms. Manpreet Kaur and Mr.
Sushan Bali. Experts highlight-
ed the significance of Human
Rights Day and sensitised at-
tendees to the severe physical,
social and psychological conse-
quences of drug abuse. A de-
tailed legal literacy session cov-
ered constitutional safeguards,
Article 39A, services of Legal
Aid Authorities, and legal pro-
tections for women, children
and senior citizens. Villagers
actively participated in an in-
teractive Q&A, seeking guid-

e

ance onland disputes, domestic
violence and welfare schemes.
Pamphlets on drug prevention
and legal rights were distrib-
uted, followed by a collective
pledge for a drug-free society.
Village Sarpanch Gursewak
Singh praised the initiative for
empowering rural residents.
DBU Chancellor Dr. Zora Singh
and Pro-Chancellor Dr. Tajin-
der Kaur lauded the effort, call-
ing such outreach vital for
strengthening legal awareness
and ensuring justice for all.

Satnam Sandhu demands recognition of teachers'
fraternity from private schools & institutions on lines

of honours given to government educators

SULTANPUR LODHI (ARVIND PATHAK): Raisingthe issueof
granting formal national recognition to the teachers of private ed-
ucational institutions in the country, Member of Parliament (Ra-
jva Sabha) Satnam Singh Sandhu strongly advocated the matter
during Zero Hour in the ongoing Winter Session of Parliament, stat-
ing that their contributions in improving the quality of education,
consistent rise of Indian insti-
tutions in global rankings,
strengthening research out-
putand elevating India’s glob-
al academic standing, have
not received ‘due recognition
in all these years’.
Urging the union govern-
ment to formally recognize
= the invaluable contributions
made by teachers serving in private educational institutions, speak-
ing in Rajya Sabha, MP Satham Sandhu emphasized that “issue is
not merely about numbers but about quality”. MP Sandhu further
added From the freedom struggle to working towards the realizing
the vision of Viksit Bharat, teachers have shaped the destiny of the
nation for decades and remained deeply engaged in nation-build-
ing even today. Highlighting India’s growing global academic
recognition, Sandhu said, “Stanford University in the United States,
which annually releases the list of the world’s top 2 percent scien-
tists, has included the names 0f 6,239 Indian teachers in its latest list
which indeed is a moment of immense national pride.
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CM mourns demise of Havaldar Sanjeev Kumar

DINESH AGARWAL

SHIMLA: Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu has expressed grief over the demise of
Havaldar Sanjeev Kumar serving in 13th Battalion
of Dogra Regiment of Indian Army who died due
to illness in Command Hospital Bangalore. He
hailed from Dandera village of Baijnath in Kangra
district. The Chief Minister, in his condolence
message, stated that his contribution in the service

directed the d

Sanjeev. Kum

peace to the dej

of the Nation would ever be remembered. Sukhu

istrict administration to provide all

possible assistance to the aggrieved family
members. The Chief Minister affirmed that the
State Government stands firmly with the family of

ar and will provide all necessary

support. He prayed to the Almighty to grant eternal

parted soul and to give strength to the

grieving family to bear this irreparable loss.

land to ensure

regular income as carbon
credit scheme launched in Una
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Trees on priv
weoswn  \[IIAY KUMAr pledges to uphold the ™corree
theft case; technology
helps expose daughter d
wiond I Illt llf arty workers
RAJINISH SHARN!A . u KISHORI LAL BAINS
HAMIRPUR: Hamirpur Sadar Police UNA, DEC 9

have solved a house theft case with
swift action and the help of modern

technology. The case began when
Sumna Devi, a resident of Ropa
village, reported that gold and silver
jewellery along with cash were
stolen from her home on the night of
November 27. Acting promptly on
the complaint, the team led by
Additional Superintendent of Police

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA: The Sanjeevani
Foundation held a  press

conference at the Shimla Press

Sanjeevani foundation emphasizes collective
action for "Chitta-free Himachal"

of Psychiatry at IGMC, senior
police officer Arvind Negi, and
senior advocate Piyush Verma
discussed medical, administrative,

Rajesh Sharma and SHO Inspector
Kulwant Singh initiated an
investigation. Police inspected the
crime scene, recorded statements
and thoroughly analyzed technical
data, including mobile call details.
During the investigation, suspicion

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, DEC 9

Pradesh Congress President Vinay
Kumar assured party workers that
he will be a strong voice for them
and pledged to address their

expressed gratitude to the central

leadership, including Congress
National President Mallikarjun
Kharge, Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi, General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi, and MP Rajni
Patil, for the trust placed in him,

Club today, highlighting the
latest efforts to make
Himachal Pradesh free from
the abuse of the narcotic
‘Chitta’ and sharing the key
outcomes of a recent state-
level workshop. Addressing

Farmers and landowners of Una
district have received a major
boost with the launch of the
carbon credit scheme, under
which income can be generated
not by cutting trees but by
protecting and nurturing them.
District Forest Officer, Una,

Sushil Rana shared details of the
initiative, stating that farmers
would now be able to earn
sustainable income by
safeguarding trees planted on
their private land.

He said that earlier, farmers

under the “Evergreen Project”

with Prockline Services Limited
Company. Under this agreement,
a target has been set to plant 2.5
million saplings across 50,000
hectares in the state. For Una
district, the plantation target has
been fixed at five lakh saplings

grew around the victim’s daughter,
Komal, who was called for
questioning. Under the pressure of
mounting evidence, she eventually
confessed to committing the
theft.Police arrested her and
obtained remand. Based on her
disclosure, the team successfully
recovered gold and silver jewellery
worth nearly Rs. 17 lakh from
Barnala, Punjab.

concerns as part of

with  party  workers
Swarghat, Bharadi,

responsibilities. Traveling from
Chandigarh to Mandi today, he met
across
Sundernagar,
Nachan, and Balh assembly areas.
Vinay Kumar said that the party
high command has entrusted him
with an important organizational
responsibility in the state.

his  and vowed to fully live up to it. He
urged party workers to strengthen
their efforts and assured them that
they would receive full recognition
and respect within the
organization. This was his first
visit to the Mandi region, and he
announced plans to soon tour all
blocks to directly engage with
He  party workers.

action for

the media, Foundation President
Mahendra Dharmani said that a
state-level workshop on “Chitta
par Chot” was held on December
7, inaugurated by Governor Shri
Shiv Pratap Shukla. The Governor
urged coordinated and collective
drug elimination.
Experts including Dr. Nidhi, Head

and legal aspects of tackling drug
abuse. Mr. Dharmani outlined the
Foundation’s strategy moving
forward: Collective effort: Success
in making Himachal “Chitta-free”
requires collaboration among
government, administration, social
organizations, and the enlightened
sections of society.

while

has

earned money only by cutting
trees, but the new scheme focuses
on environmental conservation

With the objective of promoting
environmental
enhancing farmers’ income, the
Himachal Pradesh government

memorandum of understanding

in 2026 and another five lakh in
2027. The plantation will be
carried out entirely on private
land, enabling farmers to gain
direct economic benefits. As per
the new arrangement, farmers
will receive Rs 20 per sapling at
the time of plantation and Rs 50
once the sapling successfully
grows.

ensuring financial benefits.

protection and

signed a significant

Sukhu government has ruined Himachal
Pradesh in 3 years: Trilok Kapoor

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA: BJP state senior
spokesperson Trilok Kapoor launched a E
scathing attack on the Congress e
government, saying that the people of =
the state are suffering today for their 5
rights and facilities, but the Congress
government is shamelessly going to
celebrate "three years of decline and
downfall" on December 11th. He said that the Congress high
command is also well aware that a "government of misery" is
running in Himachal Pradesh today, which is why even the
national leaders of the Congress are shying away from
attending this so-called celebration. This clearly shows that the
central leadership of the Congress has also accepted the
complete failure of its Himachal government. Trilok Kapoor
said that the Congress government is staging a celebration to
cover up its three years of failures, while the truth is that the
government has pushed the Himachal Road Transport
Corporation (HRTC), considered the lifeline of the state, into a
deep crisis. The total loss of HRTC has crossed Rs. 2200 crore.
More than Rs. 500 crore in payments to over 9000 pensioners
is pending. Employees are struggling to get their medical bills
paid, while accident victims are not receiving timely
compensation. Despite this, the HRTC is sinking into a loss of
approximately Rs. 70 crore every month. He said that
celebrating in such circumstances is the height of financial
hypocrisy and insensitivity. For the Congress government, only
political showmanship is paramount, not public welfare.

BJP Himachal gears up for JP Nadda's visit,
Dr. Rajeev Bindal reviews preparations

DINESH AGARWAL

SHIMLA: With the visit of BJP National President and Union
Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda to Shimla confirmed, state BJP
President Dr. Rajeev Bindal has gone into full action mode.
Dr. Bindal convened an important review meeting at the
party’s state office at Deep Kamal to finalize the arrangements
for the upcoming programs scheduled on December 12-13,
including the grand felicitation ceremony and the foundation
stone laying of the new state-level BJP office at Peterhoff
Ground. BJP General Secretary and program coordinator
Sanjeev Katwal informed the media that the review meeting,
chaired by Dr. Bindal, covered all aspects of the December 13
events, emphasizing discipline, grandeur, and seamless
execution. Dr. Bindal instructed all party units, cells, and
fronts to complete their assigned responsibilities in a timely
manner to ensure the events run smoothly. He highlighted that
this visit is particularly significant as it is Mr. Nadda’s first trip
to Himachal following the BJP-NDA’s historic victory in
Bihar. In parallel, a special meeting of the Shimla district BJP
Mahila Morcha was held under the chairmanship of state
Mahila Morcha President Daisy Thakur.

Dy CM inspects state’s first sensor-based
driving training track and traffic park

KISHORI LAL BAINS

UNA: Deputy Chief Minister Mukesh Agnihotri on Monday
evening inspected the progress of the driving training track
and traffic park being developed at Rora in Haroli at a cost of
Rs 6.50 crore. During the inspection, he directed officials to
speed up the work while ensuring that there is no compromise
on quality standards. The Deputy Chief Minister clearly
instructed the construction agency and departmental officers
to complete all works within the stipulated time frame and
with high quality. He said that this model traffic park would
serve as a benchmark for the entire state. This facility is being
developed as the state’s first sensor-based, ultra-modern traffic
park. 1t will be equipped with the latest technology for driving
licence trials, sensor-enabled automated systems for vehicle
passing and inspection, as well as modern arrangements for
road safety training and awareness programmes.

National executive meeting of Media Council
of Journallsts concludes in Haridwar

T

SHANTI GAUTAM

BADDI: The two-day national executive meeting of the
Media Council of Journalists concluded at the holy Dham in
Bhupatwala, Haridwar, under the chairmanship of the
Council’s national vice-president Shanti Kumar. Journalists
from across the country participated in the meeting. The
proceedings of the meeting were conducted by the national
general secretary of the Media Council of Journalists,
Pradeep Sharma. Sharing details, Sharma said that Tanmay
Vashisht, general secretary of Shri Ganga Sabha, Haridwar,
and Pandit Anshul Shrikunj, president and director of Pawan
Dham Ashram, along with Nitin Gautam, were present as
chief guests. During the meeting, the national executive was
expanded, and senior journalist Shivkumar Kaushik from
Bhilwara, Rajasthan, was unanimously appointed as national
vice-president of the Media Council of Journalists. Various
important issues concerning journalists were discussed in
depth, including the long-pending demand for a journalist
protection law and other key welfare-related matters.
Following deliberations, a detailed memorandum of
demands was prepared, which will be submitted to the
Government of India in the near future.

Nauni varsity to hold 14th
convocation today

DINESH AGARWAL

SHIMLA: Dr. YS Parmar University of Horticulture and
Forestry (UHF), Nauni, will hold its 14th Convocation on
December 10, marking another milestone in its journey of
educational excellence. The Governor of Himachal Pradesh
and Chancellor of the University, Shlv Pratap Shukla, will
preside over the
convocation function. Dr
Sanjay Kumar, Chairman,
Agricultural  Scientists |
Recruitment Board,
Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare, GOI
will be the Guest of
Honour and deliver the
convocation address. The -
event will take place at the Dr. LS Negi Audltorlum of the
university, with several dignitaries from the state also in
attendance. During the convocation, a total of 855 degrees
will be awarded, including 470 undergraduate, 177
postgraduate, and 208 doctorate degrees in disciplines such
as Horticulture, Forestry, Biotechnology, and Agribusiness
management programmes. Additionally, 12 gold medals and
518 Certificates of Merit will be presented to deserving
students in recognition of their academic achievements.
Established on December 1, 1985, the university was
founded to promote education, research, and extension
education in Horticulture, Forestry and allied fields. While
formally established in 1985, the roots of the university
trace back to the College of Agriculture, Solan, which began
its operations in 1962.

State govt rekindles hope for Koldam displaced families
after 15 years, launches time-bound action plan

AJAY KUMAR UPADHYAY
BILASPUR, DEC 9 l" b "
g |

After nearly 15 years of
uncertainty, the long-pending
concerns of Koldam displaced
families received a major push
as the State Government
convened a crucial meeting of
the  State-Level Koldam
Displaced Rehabilitation and
Advisory Committee at the
Deputy Commissioner’s
Office, Bilaspur. Chaired by
Revenue Minister Jagat Singh ~ for
Negi, the meeting signaled a
renewed, action-oriented
commitment to comprehensive

bottleneck that has persisted

years. To accelerate
progress, the Minister directed
the Deputy Commissioners of
Bilaspur and Mandi to form a

rehabilitation. Revenue joint committee headed by
Minister Negi stated SDM Bilaspur Sadar and SDM
emphatically that the  Sundernagar. The committee

government is fully committed
to safeguarding the rights of
every displaced family. “Not
even the last displaced person
will be left behind. All rights
and entitlements will be
delivered without fail,” he
said, assuring that the
government will remove every

will conduct a ground-level
assessment — with video
evidence and documented
facts — and submit a detailed
report within one month. He
clarified that this probe will be
accountability-driven, not a
formality. One of the key
issues discussed was the

Target set to make Una drug-free district, DC
underscores key role of educatlonal institutions

alarming rise of silt in Koldam
from Tatapani to Sunni and the
related risk of flooding during
monsoons.  The  Minister
instructed NTPC to devise a
permanent technical solution,
while  directing  Deputy
Commissioners ~ to  issue
notices under the Dam Safety
Act and Disaster Management
Act. Concerns over inadequate
employment opportunities for
displaced families were also
raised strongly. The Minister
ordered preparation of a
detailed list of all displaced
persons provided jobs since the
project  began, enabling
corrective action in the next
meeting. Negi further directed
NTPC to utilize LADF and
CSR funds strictly according
to the real needs of affected
communities. He also
mandated that no project in
affected areas will be approved
without joint consultation
involving local residents,
panchayat representatives, and
the administration.

Jan Sankalp is people’s movement, not celebration; BJP
uneasy ahead of Mandi mega event: Sandeep Sankhyan

AJAY KUMAR UPADHYAY
BILASPUR, DEC 9

Former State Congress

Media Coordinator Sandeep ‘

-

Sankhyan launched a sharp
political attack, asserting that
the BJP is  visibly
uncomfortable with the
upcoming state-level Jan
Sankalp event scheduled to
be held in Mandi. He
claimed that the event is not
a celebration of three years
of governance but a renewed

three impactful years. The
BJP, defeated even after its

struggle for public amenities  failed Operation  Lotus
and people’s rights. attempt last year, is now
Sankhyan said that ever venting frustration by

since the announcement of
the Jan Sankalp program, the
BJP — already divided into
factions — has been on the
back foot. “Chief Minister
Thakur Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu and the Congress
government have completed

blocking funds meant for the
people of Himachal,” he
alleged. He said the central
government is withholding
Rs, 12,000 crore that belongs
to state employees. “In the
past three vyears, disaster
relief funds have not been

released despite full
assessments. During his visit
to disaster-hit areas, the
Prime Minister announced
Rs, 1,500 crore, but the state
has received only Rs. 451
crore so far. Is the Prime

Dr Sikander Kumar flags youth migration from Himachal,
seeks start-up and work-from-Himachal mission

Minister misleading the
people of Himachal?” he
questioned. Sankhyan stated
that despite severe financial
constraints, the Congress
government has stood like a
warrior for the people of the
state. “Jan Sankalp is not a
celebration of tenure; it is a
reaffirmation of commitment
to the people’s welfare,” he
said. He further added that
BJP leaders and Himachal
MPs at the Centre are still
troubled by the fact that,
despite Operation Lotus,
they were unable to topple
the  elected Congress
government.

DINESH AGARWAL

employment within the state.

SHIMLA: Rajya Sabha MP and BJP state general secretary
Dr Sikander Kumar on Monday raised serious concern in the
House over the migration of youth from Himachal Pradesh
due to the lack of industries and employment opportunities in
the state. Speaking during the proceedings, Dr Kumar said that
educated youth from Himachal are increasingly moving to
cities such as Noida, Chandigarh, Delhi and other major urban
centres in search of work. He pointed out that this migration
adds to their financial burden, wastes productive time and
forces young people to live away from their families. He said
Himachal does not lack talent, but suffers from a shortage of
opportunities. Urging the government to take concrete steps,
Dr Kumar proposed the launch of dedicated start-up and
‘Work-from-Himachal’ missions. He stressed the need to
provide special incentives to small industries, 1T services, e-
commerce ventures and tourism-related businesses to generate

KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA, DEC9

educational institutions,
parents, society and the
administration worked together
in a joint effort.

With the aim of accelerating the

Himachal Pradesh He urged college and ITI
government’s anti-drug  authorities to closely monitor
campaign and making Una a  students’ behaviour and ensure
drug-free district, Deputy timely  counselling  and

Commissioner Jatin Lal on
Tuesday chaired an important
meeting at the DRDA
conference hall. Principals of
all colleges in the district along
with heads and administrative
officers of ITI institutions were
present at the meeting.
Highlighting the crucial role of
educational institutions in
eradicating drug abuse, the
Deputy Commissioner stressed
the need for a coordinated,

necessary action if any student
showed signs of abnormal
behaviour, stress, sadness or
social withdrawal. The Deputy
Commissioner instructed that if
anyone was found attempting to
sell drugs to students near
school, college or ITI
campuses, the police should be
informed immediately so that
such illegal networks could be
eliminated at the root. Referring
to the growing impact of mobile
strong and practical strategy. He  phone usage, Jatin Lal said
said the fight against drugs excessive and unnecessary use
could only be won when of mobile phones was

contributing to drug tendencies,
bad company and stress among
children. He appealed to
parents and teachers to
discourage unnecessary mobile
use and motivate students to
engage in positive activities.
He also emphasised that
students lagging behind in any
activity should be encouraged
and given responsibility instead
of being scolded, to help build
their confidence. He directed
educational institutions to
regularly organise activities
such as Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan  drives,  sports
competitions, yoga sessions,
music, dance, art and other
physical and creative
programmes  within  their
campuses to channelise the
energy of youth in a positive
direction.
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explained to 41 pregnant women who
visited the outpatient department that

MM College Nursing students break old myths about newborn care and mental health

JAIBEER RANA THAMBER

MULLANA: Lack of awareness and
long-standing misconceptions often
hinder newborn care in rural health
services. To address this challenge, 30
students from the MM College of
Nursing conducted a special campaign
at the Community Health Center
(CHC), Mullana, on Tuesday. Using
posters and role-plays, the students

pregnancy was a crucial phase, not only
for physical health but also for mental
health. The students,
dialogue, explained that a mother's first,
thick milk is like nectar for a newborn
and is often not given due to ignorance.
Furthermore, scientific methods for
identifying and managing mental stress
in women before and after childbirth
were shared.

in a lively

Sanjay Sood
appointed as
Head of Forest

Force in Himachal

AGENCY

SHIMLA: Himachal Government
has appointed senior Indian
Forest Service officer Sanjay
Sood (IFS-1993) as Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests
(Head of Forest Force). The
appointment has been approved
on the recommendations of the
Special Selection Committee,
according to an official notification
issued here on Tuesday. Sood,
who has been serving as
Managing Director of the H.P.
State Forest Development
Corporation Ltd., has been
placed in the Apex Scale with a
fixed pay of Rs 2,25,000. His
appointment takes effect
immediately. The officer would
also hold the additional charge of
Managing Director, H.P. State
Forest Development Corporation
Ltd., and Chief Project Director,
JICA, in the public interest.

Winter Festival to be
held in Dalhousie
from Dec25to 31

LI ]

BALKRISHAN PRASHAR
CHAMBA: Deputy Commissioner of
Chamba Mukesh Repaswal today
said that the administration is going
to host Dalhousie Winter Festival-
2025, which would be held from
December 25 to 31 at the Dalhousie
hill station. Presiding over a meeting
in this regard, DC stated that this
festival is crucial in promoting winter
tourism in Dalhousie, and asked the
officials that all preparations must be
completed in a timely manner. He
directed the SDM, Dalhousie, to
ensure all necessary arrangements
for the event at Subhash Chowk and
Gandhi Chowk. DC also said that
heritage walks should be organized
every morning during the festival in
collaboration with the Hotel
Association, so that tourists and
locals could experience Dalhousie's
ancient heritage and cultural
significance. He directed that cultural
programs would be presented for
two to three hours each evening
from December 25 to 30. On
December 31, the final evening of
the festival, cultural performances
would continue until midnight, so that
the New Year couold be welcomed
in a festive atmosphere.

EG has no legal right to conduct

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, DEC 9

Aheated debate on electoral reforms
is on in Parliament on Tuesday, with
the opposition led by Congress MP
Manish Tewari launching a sharp
attack on the Election Commission
of India (ECI), questioning both its
neutrality and its legal authority to
conduct the ongoing Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of voter
lists.Addressing the House, Tewari
said, "It is unfortunate that many
members here are having to raise
questions on the neutrality of the
Election Commission of
India."Tewari suggested that the first
reform should be an amendment to
the law concerning the selection of
EC members. "The first reform that
should happen is an amendment to
the law governing the selection of
members  of the  Election
Commission. My suggestion is that
the LoP Lok Sabha and the Chief
Justice of India should be added to

the committee of the Election
Commission," he said.The Congress
MP also criticised the ongoing
Systematic Internal Reforms (SIR)
process in various states."SIR is
ongoing in many states in the
country, but the Election
Commission of India has no legal
justification to hold SIR," he
remarked, questioning the
Commission's authority to
implement such reforms.The lower
house of Parliament has begun

SIR: MP Manish Tewari

discussions on election reforms,
including the SIR exercise initiated
by the Election Commission of
India (ECI) across various
states. The opposition parties have
been demanding a debate on SIR for
months, with Congress alleging
discrepancies in  the  voter
list.Congress MP and Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Lok Sabha is
likely to intervene on the discussion.
The LoP has been a vocal critic of
SIR, alleging that the government is
using the process to delete genuine
voters.KC Venugopal is one of the
senior Congress leaders
participating in the debate on
election reforms. Others include
Manish Tewari, Varsha Gaikwad,
Mohammed Javaid, Ujjwal Raman
Singh, Isa Khan, Ravi Mallu, Imran
Masood, Gowaal Padavi, and S
Jyotimani.In Rajya Sabha, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah is likely
to initiate the discussion on SIR.A
total of 10 hours has been earmarked
for the entire discussion in the Lok

Sabha and the Rajya Sabha.
Meanwhile, the Election
Commission of India will conduct
the second phase of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls across 12 states and Union
Territories, with the final voter list
scheduled to be published on
February 21, 2026.The first phase of
SIR was completed in Bihar in
September ahead of the Assembly
elections. The exercise covers
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Kerala,
Lakshadweep, Madhya Pradesh,
Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar  Pradesh, and  West
Bengal.According to the ECI,
printing and training for the exercise
were conducted from October 28 to
November 3, followed by an
Enumeration Phase from November
4 to December 4.Draft Electoral
Rolls will be published on
December 9, followed by a claims
and objections period from
December 9 to January 8, 2026.

Technical session organised on
second day of ongoing national
training under Indo-Israel Project

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, DEC 9

Atechnical session was organized
on the second day of the ongoing
3-day national training under the
Indo-Israel  Project at the
Horticulture Training Institute,
Uchani. In the technical session,
bee expert Moran Siti, who came
mainly  from Israel, while
addressing  the  horticulture
officials from all over the country,
said that not only in India but in
the whole world, the demand for
honey was continuously
increasing. He further says that
while the demand is high, but the
production is not as per the
demand. This is the reason why

farmers can earn more profits in
beekeeping. As the field of
beekeeping is growing, many
challenges are also emerging
accordingly. It is very important
to know how to deal with these
challenges, which need to be dealt
with in time. He said that there are
many challenges faced by
beekeepers in Israel and how they
were dealt with was explained in
detail in the technical session. Dr.
OP Choudhary, Regional Director
of CCS HAU Karnal informed
about pest and  disease
management. Assistant Expert of
MHU, Dr. Gaurav said that he
informed the participants about
the importance of pollination
through beekeeping.

Instructions to |dent|fy place Members of expert committee aware students of Navyug

PAU Principal agronomist awarded ISA fellow

SHASHI PAL JAIN
LUDHIANA, DEC 9

Dr Sohan Singh Walia,
Principal Agronomist-cum-
Director, School of Organic
and Natural Farming, Punjab
Agricultural University, has
been awarded “ISA Fellow”
by The Indian Society of
Agronomy, New Delhi,
during the Sixth International
Agronomy Congress on “Re-
envisioning Agronomy for
Smart Agri-food Systems and
Environmental Stewardship”,
held at CSIR-NPL, New
Delhi, from November
24-26, 2025. Dr Walia is
working as Principal
Agronomist in the School of
Organic Farming. He started
organic farming research as a
pioneer work at PAU as
Ph.D. student (2001—04)
and then worked on organic
farming and integrated
farming systems in the All
India Co-ordinated Research
Project on  “Integrated
Farming  Systems  and

Network Project on Organic

Farming.” Besides, he has
played a foremost role in
developing infrastructure,
state-of-the-art model of an
integrated farming system,
and other research facilities
in AICRP-Integrated
Farming System project. He
has also handled 24 projects
and currently five projects
are in hand. Additionally, he
is involved in 35 product
testing. Dr Walia has
published 495 research and
extension papers in reputed
journals/magazines/newspap
ers; co-authored nine books;
21 book chapters; nine

practical ~ manuals;  one
research  bulletin;  four
extension bulletins, and

delivered 43 TV and Radio
talks besides guiding 11
M.Sc and four Ph.D.
students. He has also
participated in 44 national
and international
conferences/ meetings. For
his outstanding contributions
to organic farming, Dr Walia
has been decorated with the
Best Organic Farming Centre
Award (2019) by ICAR; Dr
MS Randhawa Best Book
Award (2017); Fellow, Indian
Ecological Society (2016);
Gold Medal by the Society of
Recent  Development in
Agriculture (2013); ISA Best
Paper Award alongwith a
cash prize of Rs 5,000/- by
the Indian Society of
Agronomy  (2011); S.
Deshmukh Young
Agronomist Award (2005) by
the Indian Society of
Agronomy; and Fellow,
Society of Environmental
Sciences (2004).

for shelter for stray dogs

KULDEEP SOOD

BARNALA: As per the instructions of the Supreme Court, a
meeting was held under the Animal Birth Control Program
and Management of Stray Animals under the leadership of
Deputy Commissioner Barnala T. Benith regarding the care of
stray animals, especially stray dogs, in the district. During the
meeting, the Deputy Commissioner asked the officials to
make arrangements to set up shelters for the care of stray dogs.
He said that after vaccination or sterilization of dogs, a place
should be identified and appropriate arrangements should be
made to keep them in the shelter so that the common people
do not face any problem. Meanwhile, he instructed the Health
Department to ensure the storage of vaccinations to protect
them from rabies. He instructed the Municipal Council,

Animal

Husbandry Department and other concerned

departments to fulfill their due responsibility for the care of
dogs as per the instructions of the Hon'ble Supreme Court.

Sr Sec School, Mohan Nagar about cleanliness

HANS RAJ YADAV

KURUKSHETRA: On Monday under the Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan being run by the Municipal Council Thanesar at Navyug
Senior Secondary School, Mohan Nagar, Kurukshetra, the
members of the Information, Education and Propagation Expert
Committee, Birendra Kumar Bhardwaj, Vijay and Mati Preeti,
explained in detail to the students about the importance of keeping
wet and dry garbage separate. They told that the citizens should
segregate wet and dry waste and put it in the Municipal Council
bins so that compost and other useful things can be made and the
pollution can be reduced. Keep kitchen waste like vegetable and
fruit peels, left over food, egg shells, tea leaves separately. Plastic,
paper, cardboard, metal, rubber, thermocol, old clothes, medicines
should be kept separate from wet waste. Biogas can be made from
this waste. On this occasion, Principal of the school, Dr. Devendra
Avrora said that it was very important to separate waste as it
increased recycling, reduced the burden of landfills, pollution, saves
natural resources and avoided soil and water contamination hence
thereby protecting both the environment and human health.

50 NDPS cases registered in Barnala during last month, DC
holds meeting regarding work of various departments

KARANPREET KARAN
BARNALA, DEC 9

Deputy Commissioner
Barnala T. Benith held a
meeting with the officials to
review the work of various
departments of the district.
During the beginning of the
meeting, the Deputy
Commissioner said that under
the Punjab Government's
campaign "War on Drugs' in
Barnala district, the district

administration, police
department and  health
department are  making

people aware and are also
cracking down on drug
smugglers. On this occasion,
SP (D) Ashok Kumar said
that during the last month,
Barnala police recovered
3231 narcotic tablets, narcotic
capsules, 365 grams of
heroin, and other narcotics.
He said that during the last
month, 50 cases have been
registered under NDPS. He

said that apart from this, 291
awareness seminars have
been organized and 21 CASO

operations have been
conducted. On this occasion,
the Deputy Commissioner
discussed about the de-
addiction centers,
rehabilitation centers and
patients coming for treatment
for de-addiction from the
Health Department. He
instructed the Education
Department that slogans
against drugs should be
displayed in schools and
parents and students should
be made aware about the ill
effects of drugs during
parent-teacher meetings.

Reviewing the works of
the Municipal Corporation,
he said that the work of
removing garbage, debris etc.
should be done expeditiously.
Apart from this, he also
reviewed the works of the
Rural Development, Water

Supply and  Sanitation
Department and  other
departments. The Deputy

Commissioner instructed the
Traffic Police to make proper
arrangements in advance to
avoid accidents due to fog in
the coming time. He directed
that work should be done to
identify police black spots
and install signboards or
reflectors there.

National CME workshop organised at RBU

LK BANSAL
MOHALLI DEC 9

Rayat Bahra  University
conducted the 1st National
CME Workshop on “Clinical
Andrology Meets Reproductive
Immunology”. The event was
organised by the Department of
Clinical Embryology &
Reproductive Genetics (CERG)
in collaboration with Origin
LIFE Healthcare, with
academic support from the
Indian Immunology Society.
Over 200 participants from
reputed institutions including
Lovely Professional MMU
Mullana, GNA University, CT
University,  Dolphin PG
College, Chitkara University,
and several other universities
across India took part in this
national academic initiative.
The workshop opened with an
inaugural ceremony led by
Dipneet Kaur, Director & Head,
CERG; Prof. Sunil K. Arora,
Professor of Eminence &
Convener; and Dr. Sanjay

Kumar, Group Vice-Chancellor,
Rayat Bahra University, who
presided as the Chief Guest.
The day featured expert talks
by eminent speakers,
including Dr. Satish K. Gupta,
former  Deputy Director,
National Institute of
Immunology; Dr. Prabhneet
Kaur; Dr. Harjeet Kaur;
Santoshi Kadam; and Dr. Vakil

Jagveer  Singh.  Sessions
covered immune mechanisms
in infertility, human

fertilisation and placentation,
IVF workflow, reproductive
endocrinology, and Al
innovations in male infertility.

A Poster Walk Session and an

in-depth  panel discussion
featuring experts including Dr.
Sunil K. Arora, Dr. Surjeet
Kumar, and Dr. Nina Gupta
enhanced scientific interaction
and academic dialogue. Day 2
emphasised advanced
laboratory-based training,
offering two hands-on modules
on sperm preparation using
density gradient centrifugation
and microfluidics, and sperm
DNA fragmentation testing
conducted by specialists,
including Aditi Shirsat, Dr. Ritu
Gupta, Dr. Vikil Jagveer Singh
and Dr. Priyanka Sharma.

‘Healthy Food Competition’ organised
at Steppmg Stones School

AMRISH ANAND

DORAHA: A Healthy Food Competition was organized at
Stepping Stones School today, in which students presented
nutritious and creatively prepared tiffins, impressing everyone
with their efforts. The main objective of this competition was to
create awareness among children about the importance of
healthy eating. Students showcased their creativity and
understanding of nutrition by including fruits, sprouts, healthy
sandwiches, and homemade nutritious food items in their
tiffins. Teachers said that such activities inspire children to
adopt a healthier lifestyle.School Principal, Ms. Jyoti Sharma,
stated that Stepping Stones School will continue to organize
such educational and creative activities for the character-
building and overall development of students.

Bear intrusions create panic in Khalkupar
Village; residents urge immediate action

SUBHASH MAHAJAN

DALHOUSIE: Residents |

of Khalkupar village on the
Jandri Ghat road near the
popular tourist destination
Dalhousie are living in fear
after repeated bear
intrusions over the past two
nights. According to locals,
wild bears have been

entering homes, causing extensive damage and creating an
atmosphere of panic in the area.Villagers have appealed to the
administration and the Forest Department to take urgent
action to ensure their safety and prevent any potential loss of
life or property. The homes of Jagdish Kumar, Satish Pradhan,
Jwala, Joginder Tandon, Subhash Kumar and C.L. Tikku
were targeted by bears on consecutive nights. While no
injuries were reported, the animals damaged windows, doors
and security grills. CCTV footage from some houses—now
viral on social media—shows the bears breaking security
nets, attempting to enter through windows, and then leaving
after causing destruction. Houses without CCTV cameras are
relying on eyewitness accounts to describe the terror caused
by these incidents.Jagdish Kumar, a resident, shared that he
and his family were asleep on the upper floor of their house
when a bear entered the vacant lower floor. The bear even
tried to climb to the upper floor and broke the door in an

attempt to enter.

Seva Trust UK (India) organises drug prevention
awareness campaign in various schools

JAIBEER RANA THAMBER
BARARA, DEC 9
Seva Trust UK (India)

organized a drug prevention
awareness  campaign in
various government schools in
the villages of Adhoya, Ugala,
Kambasi, Kambas, Holi,
Duliana, Simbla, Tangail,
Gaganpur in the Barara block,
under the chairmanship of
Principal Rajesh Parashar,
Bimla Devi and school in-
charges. Members of Seva
Trust UK's State President
Pawan Parashar, Dr. Balwant
Singh, \eerbhan, Jitendra
Kumar, Rishabh  Jain,
Harvinder Chhabra, Vinod
Kumar, Ravindra Singh and
others, sensitized students to
stay away from drugs and take
their education seriously.
Addressing the students, they
explained that drugs destroyed
a student's life, while

education provided a bright

future. Therefore, students
should completely distance
themselves from drugs and
focus solely on their
education. This is their duty
and the key to a bright and
successful future. On this
occasion, Parashar informed
that for the past several years,
under the leadership of Mr
Naresh Mittal, various types
of social works were being
done by Seva Trust and now a
multi-facility home is being
constructed on one and a half

acre land in village Saha of
district Ambala, in which
children suffering from DMD
will be treated free of cost.
Along with this, for the
empowerment of women, they
will be given free sewing,
embroidery and computer
education and they will be
made capable of self-
employment. Day care centre
and diagnostic lab are being
constructed for the elderly. He
appealed to everyone to
contribute enthusiastically in
this construction work.

Block-level campaign seminar on Mission
Buniyaad and Haryana Super100 organised

RK KASHYAP
CHHACHHRAULI, DEC 9

A Dblock-level campaign
seminar on Mission
Buniyaad and Haryana Super
100 was successfully held at
the local Government Senior
Secondary School, with
active participation from 107
schools in the block.
Approximately 300 students
and teachers attended the
seminar.  Each  school
included three students from
grades 8th and 10th and one
teacher. During the seminar,
the students were provided
detailed information about
the registration process,
examination dates and
various aspects of the
program of Mission
Buniyaad and Haryana Super
100. Online registration for
Mission Buniyaad has started
and the last date for which is

Similarly,

December 16 and the

100. Mission
examination will be held on  Buniyaad's residential
December 24, The program has also begun,
registration deadline for under  which  selected
Haryana Super 100 is students will study in hostels
February 9 and the exam is located in Hisar and

scheduled for February 11. Kurukshetra. The chief guest
Emphasis was placed on  of the program, Block
ensuring that only students Education Officer Ashok

scoring 60 per cent or more  Dhiman, gave clear
are enrolled in  both instructions to all schools to
programs. It was reported ensure 100 per cent
that more than 100 students registration of eligible

students from the Pataudi
block.

have secured admission to
IITs through Haryana Super
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Meeting will be
held at Rajput
Dharamshala on
December 14 to
discuss election

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: A general body
meeting of Maharana Prat-
ap Smriti Bhawan Commit-
tee is being organized on
Sunday, December 14, in
view of upcoming elections.
Meeting, which will be held
at 10:00 AM at Rajput Dhar-
amshala in Sector 8, will be
presided over by chairman
of ad-hoc committee, Ra-
jendra Singh. On same day,
grand statue of Maharana
Pratap which has been in-
stalled in premises of Dhar-
amshala, will also be un-
veiled. Collegium prepared
for elections will also be ap-
proved and discussions will
be held regarding upcom-
ing elections. He informed
that office bearers of Ra-
jput Sabha are elected ei-
ther by consensus or
through general elections
which are always conduct-
ed peacefully. This meet-
ing has been called to dis-
cuss upcoming elections

CM Flying raids unrecognised private school in
Madanpura, orders immediate closure

‘-:‘“

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
HISAR, DEC 9

A CM Flying team on Tuesday conducted
araid on a privately run, unrecognised
school in Madanpura village of the Ukla-
na area in Hisar district and ordered its
immediate closure after finding serious
violations of education norms.

During the surprise inspection, the
team discovered that a school operating
under the name Pal Middle School was
running classes from nursery up to Class
X without any official recognition. The
inspection revealed an unorganised en-
vironment and blatant disregard for pre-

Public participation essential for
real reform: Harvinder Kalyan

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
GHARAUNDA, DEC 9

suring cleanliness and beauty of city and es-
tablishing a good system and environment

Haryana Assembly Speaker Harvinder Kaly-
an stopped his convoy late Sunday evening
and went for a walk in markets of Gharaunda
city with his staff and other residents. He
closely examined various activities in city
where he noticed several shortcomings which

requires public participation, which is only
possible through combined efforts of promi-
nent individuals and organizations of society.
Matter was about freeing city from traffic con-
gestion and making it better, more beautiful
and cleaner on which Speaker appeared quite
serious. Late Sunday evening, when Speaker

scribed rules, following which directions
were issued to shut down the institution
with immediate effect.

The raid was led by CM Flying Hisar
Range in-charge Sunaina, accompanied
by Sub-Divisional Education Officer Vi-
jender Singh, SI Jitender, Head Consta-
ble Jitender and Vijay.

Sunaina stated that the team had re-
ceived information about an unautho-
rised school functioning in Madanpura
village, where students were allegedly
being taught without basic facilities and
in an unsuitable educational environ-
ment. Upon reaching the spot, the team
found that around 62 students were en-
rolled from nursery to Class X. Adequate

seating arrangements were missing, and
the campus did not meet the minimum
standards required for an educational
institution.

During the inspection, documents
related to Sunrise Senior Secondary
School, Khairi, including DMCs, some
blank character certificates and records
linked to Swami Vivekanand School, Uk-
lana, were also recovered from the prem-
ises. When school operator Pankaj was
asked to produce recognition-related
documents, he failed to submit any valid
approval.

In view of these irregularities,
Sub-Divisional Education Officer Vi-
jender Singh ordered the immediate clo-

sure of the school. The students were
sent home safely, and arrangements are
being made to shift them to nearby rec-
ognised schools as per cluster norms to
ensure that their education is not dis-
rupted. A detailed report has been pre-
pared and forwarded to the Education
Department for further action.

CM Flying in-charge Sunaina said
the state government is committed to en-
suring that every child receives quality
and modern education. She added that
necessary facilities are being strength-
ened in government schools across vil-
lages and urged parents to remain vigi-
lant and avoid enrolling their children in
illegal or unrecognised institutions.

he took seriously and discussed with city res-
idents present there. Walking through city,
Speaker connected idea of making Gharaunda
cleaner and more developed with public par-
ticipation. He discussed shortcomings and in-
structed prominent citizens present to share
this matter with various city organizations
and enlightened citizens of society. He ap-
pealed to Municipal Chairman Happy Lak
Gupta and all city councilors to engage in dia-
logue with general public on all these issues.
He also said that he himself would hold a meet-
ing with the officials and councilors to prepare
ablueprint for city's planning so that Gharaun-
da can be made even better with everyone's
participation and cooperation and more facil-
ities can be provided to the people. He said that

Kalyan saw city choked with traffic, he asked
people present to engage in dialogue with all
social and religious organizations of city as
well as prominent citizens, so that everyone
can discuss making city encroachment-free,
clean and beautifying it, and ensuring public
participation. He said that he too would hold a
meeting with everyone and urge for increased
public participation. During this walking
tour, people also shared their views on various
issues with Speaker Kalyan. It is worth noting
that late Sunday evening, Kalyan stopped his
convoy and along with his staff walked
through city's markets, closely observing
city's infrastructure and services. During this
time, he and his companions also ate golgap-
pas (a popular Indian street food) at request of

of Rajput Sabha.

the government can provide budget, but en-

some shopkeepers.

North Railway Mazdoor =~ Renowned social worker Gopichand
Union honours Madan passes away, family sets
outstanding railway example through eye donation

sportspersons in Panipat

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA

PANIPAT: The North Railway Mazdoor
Union organised a meeting at the Pani-
pat railway station on Tuesday and fe-
licitated railway employees who have
delivered outstanding performance in
sports and service.

Providing details, Panipat branch rep-
resentatives Sachin and Mahender Ku-
mar said the Railway Mazdoor Union
has been consistently working to safe-
guard the interests of railway employ-
ees, ensuring their morale remains
high and that no injustice is done to
them. They said regular meetings are
organised to review issues related to
employees’ welfare.

As part of this initiative, a review meet-
ing was held under the chairmanship
of branch organisation secretary Sushil
Mahla. During the meeting, GPFO em-
ployee Jagroop, RRP employee
Rakesh Kumar and volleyball player
Aman Chaudhary were honoured for
their commendable contributions and
achievements. The organisers said
such recognition motivates employees

=y

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA

NILOKHERI: Renowned social worker of Nilokheri town,
Gopichand Madan, passed away on Monday, leaving the
local community in deep mourning. He was known as a
kind-hearted, simple-natured individual who shared bonds
of affection with people from all walks of life. Even in this
moment of grief, his sons Lajpat, Balwant Rai and Rakesh
Kumar set an inspiring example by donating their father’s
eyes, turning personal loss into a noble service for humanity.
This selfless act has been widely appreciated and is expect-
ed to continue inspiring society for years to come. The eye
donation process was successfully carried out with the com-
mendable support of Jan Kalyan Seva Society. Ish Chopra,
Harvinder Mohan Sharma, Satish Joshi and Shankar Katyal
played a significant role in completing this humanitarian ser-
vice. Jan Kalyan Seva Society has consistently remained at

Jan Kalyan Manch distributes shoes and socks
to students at Raogarh School

DALBIR MALIK
KURUKSHETRA, DEC 9

Social service organization
Jan Kalyan Manch Kuruk-
shetra is continuously en-
gaged in social service activi-
ties.Continuing this endeav-
or, today, Jan Kalyan Manch
Kurukshetra distributed
shoes and socks to students at
government school in Raog-
arh village. School in-charge,
Vijay Pal, warmly welcomed
organization's president, Dal-
bir Malik, General Secretary
Master Baldev Singh Saini,
Senior Vice President Ra-
mesh Dutt Sharma, Patron
D.R. Bhatnagar, Treasurer
Dharam Singh Jognakheda,
Project Coordinator Anil Ka-
poor, Shiv Kirmach, and Sec-
retary Kuldeep Singh Saini
upon their arrival at the
school. Dalbir Malik of Jan
Kalyan Manch Kurukshetra
said that helping the needy

capable person should defi-
nitely help needy and help-
less during winter season.
Organization's General Secre-
tary, Sardar Baldev Singh
Saini, said that students
should acquire good values
along with education. Se-
nior Vice President Ra-
mesh Dutt Sharma said
that excessive use of mo-
bile phones is harmful for
students. He advised them
to read biographies of great
personalities to become
well-mannered. Organiza-
tion's patron DR Bhatnagar

dents, urging them never to
lie, to stay away from drugs
and to focus on their stud-
ies. Project Coordinator
Anil Kapoor and Dharam
Singh Jognakheda said that
all students should serious-
ly obey their teachers and
parents. Secretary Kuldeep
Singh Saini and Press Sec-
retary Shiv Kirmach said
that all students should
make cleanliness a part of
their daily routine and
adopt good habits. Surjit
Singh Rana, Ravinder, and
Mrs. Neha along with other

and sportspersons to perform better.

the forefront of social welfare activities in Nilokheri, contribut-
ing actively to causes that serve humanity.

and helpless is a very virtu-
ous act and therefore, every

staff members were present
on this occasion.

and advisor, Rajkumar
Walia, enlightened stu-

Officers and employees perform
outstanding work will be rewarded on
Good Governance Day: DC

RAHUL KOHLI

YAMUNANAGAR: Under Haryana Good Governance Award
Scheme launched by Haryana Government, officers and em-
ployees who have performed exceptionally well during year
2024-2025 will be given 'Good Governance Award' on Decem-
ber 25. Last date for applying is December 13. DC Preeti said
that Haryana Good
Governance Award
Scheme launched by
Haryana Government
aims to promote excel-
lence in governance
by rewarding those
officers and employ-
ees whose innovative
practices and excep-
tional efforts contrib-
ute to better govern-
ance across the
state.She informed that all eligible employees (regular or
contractual) of various departments, boards, corporations,
societies, universities and undertakings under Haryana
Government can apply for Haryana Good Governance
Award through their respective office heads, heads of de-
partments or concerned administrative secretaries on on-
line portal haryanagoodgovernanceawards.haryana.gov.in
by December 13. After selecting project/scheme/program,
nominations will be made. She clarified that Administrative
Secretaries, Heads of Departments and IAS officers are
not included in this scheme.

Provide services to public within
stipulated time under Right to
Service Act: DC Aparajita

RANVIR PARASHAR

KAITHAL: DC Aparajita held a meeting today to conduct a
thorough review of status of various services being provided to
citizens under Right to Service Act and state's major online plat-
form, Saral portal. She gave clear instructions to officials that no
application should remain pending at their level beyond the stip-
ulated time.They
should take initi-
ative them-
selves, even if it
means contact-
ing their depart-
ment headquar-
ters or coordi-
nating with offi-
cials of related
departments to
resolve these applications within stipulated time. This is to en-
sure that people receive services on time as per government di-
rectives. DC said that these applications on portal are not just
numbers; they are the problems of common people, and their
timely resolution is crucial. Any delay in this will not be tolerated.
DC gave strict instructions to all heads of departments to be
present in the meeting.She also directed them to ensure the
timely and prioritized resolution of citizens' pending complaints.
She clarified that all services under Right to Service Act, such as
caste certificates, marriage registration, income certificates, resi-
dence certificates should be provided to citizens within stipulated
time period.

Anti-Drug Campaign to run until
January 6, active cooperation
from all is essential: CJM

RANVIR PARASHAR

KAITHAL: Chief Judicial Magistrate (CIJM) and Secretary of
District Legal Services Authority, Kanwal Kumar, said that an an-
ti-drug campaign has been launched by District Legal Services
Authority under guidance of District and Sessions Judge Ajay
Parashar. This cam-
paign will run until Jan-
uary 6. All concerned
departments should
participate actively and
contribute to making
state drug-free.This
campaign is an impor-
tant step towards build-
ing a healthy and drug-
free society, for which
the active cooperation of
all is essential. CJM Kanwal Kumar was giving information about
the outline of the campaign in a meeting with various departments
at his office today. He informed that under campaign, District Legal
Services Authority will create awareness among students and the
general public about ill effects of drugs through special programs.
Authority will organize awareness camps at various places, villages,
and schools in district under Drug-Free Haryana Mission. He in-
formed that coordination has been established with various depart-
ments to make this campaign successful and to expand its reach at
grassroots level.Health Department, Women and Child Develop-
ment Department, Education Department, Higher Education De-
partment, Police, and NGOs, among other departments, have
been included in this initiative.

Congress holds meeting in Indri
regarding preparations for Delhi rally

MAINPAL KASHYAP

INDRI: An important meeting of Congress workers was held at
Irrigation Department guesthouse in Indri. It was chaired by Sa-
chin Budhanpur, and detailed discussions were held regarding
preparations for Congress's "Vote Thief, Leave Throne" rally to
be held in Delhi on December 14. Dr. Sunil Pawar, National
President of Rajiv Gandhi Panchayati Raj Organization, and Ra-
jesh Ved, Rural District President who attended meeting were
welcomed with garlands by Congress workers. During meeting,
Congress leaders also celebrated Sonia Gandhi's birthday by
cutting a cake and extending their best wishes. Dr. Sunil Pawar
said that a large number of Congress workers from across state
will participate in this rally being organized in Delhi under leader-
ship of Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. He assigned responsi-
bilities to all Congress office-bearers of Indri region and urged
them to reach Delhi in large numbers. Dr Pawar launched a
scathing attack on BJP government in Haryana. He said that de-
spite more than a year having passed, no major development
work is visible on ground in state. Incidents of robbery, murder,
and kidnapping are continuously increasing, which exposes gov-
ernment's failure.Taking a dig at Chief Minister Nayab Saini, he
said that despite making big claims, his influence is nowhere to
be seen. Meeting was attended by former minister Bhi Sain Me-
hta, constituency president Karam Singh Khanpur, former candi-
date Dr Navjot Kashyap along with numerous other workers in-
cluding Yadwinder Sheoran, Prashant Arora, Sanjeev Panjokhra,
Dhanpat Maur, Nahar Sandhu, Kiranpal Gheer, Nathi Ram Val-
miki, Naresh Sandhu, Manjit Goldy, Sanjay Chandel, Bhushan
Hansu Majra, Sunil, Balbir, Rohit Sheoran, Raju, Sucha Singh,
and Rameshwar.

Teachers participate in
capacity building programme

NIRMAL SAINI

RADOUR: Capacity building program on topic of Happy Class-
rooms was organized by CBSE at Maharaja Agrasen Senior
Secondary Public
School, Gumthala
Rao as part of teacher
training. Sapna Shar-
ma and Taran Preet
Kaur were main
speakers at program.
Principal Dr Sudesh
Bansal presided over
event. 60 teachers
from different schools
received training. Dr.
Sudesh Bansal ex-
plained in detail how
to create happy classrooms by fostering harmony between stu-
dents and teachers. He expressed his gratitude to main speak-
ers for making program a success.

Congress launches national talent hunt campaign

SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL, DECEMBER 9:

The Indian National Con-

social media office-bearers at
national, state and district
levels, with women being giv-
en 33 per cent representation.

Prisoners' hard work gives new dimensions
from Petrol Pump to Furniture Showroom

gress has launched a nation-
wide talent hunt programme
under its organisational reju-
venation drive to identify and
appoint spokespersons and
social media office-bearers as
part of its “Save Democracy”
campaign. The initiative is
being coordinated by the par-
ty’s Communication and Me-
dia Department and aims to
provide a platform to new and
capable voices aligned with
the Congress ideology.

The programme was for-
mally held at Koyal Campus
in Kaithal, where state conve-
nor and coordinator Rai
Singh Gurjar participated as
the chief guest. The event was
presided over by Kaithal Dis-
trict Congress Committee
president Ramchandra Gur-
jar Dhand, while state-level
representative of the talent
hunt committee and Pradesh
spokesperson Suresh Road
was also present.

[

Addressing mediaper-
sons, Rai Singh Gurjar said
the Congress is making deter-
mined efforts across the coun-
try to strengthen democracy
by connecting with public
sentiment through organisa-
tional initiatives. He alleged
that democratic values and
constitutional principles
were being repeatedly under-
mined, and claimed that even
the fundamental right to vote
was being manipulated to in-
fluence the electoral process.
He said safeguarding democ-
racy was the responsibility of

every Congress worker, and
the talent hunt programme
was a step in that direction.
He explained that the ob-
jective of the programme is to
identify experienced individu-
als from all sections of society
who possess a strong under-
standing of the Constitution,
democracy and the Congress
ideology, and who are capable
of articulating social issues
and regional challenges effec-
tively at the state and nation-
allevels. He said a structured
process would be followed to
appoint spokespersons and

Speaking on the occasion,
Pradesh Congress Committee
spokesperson and senior
member of the talent hunt
committee, Suresh Road,
said the Congress had
launched the national talent
hunt programme to rein-
force constitutional values,
democracy and justice by
engaging energetic and tal-
ented individuals who be-
lieve in the party’s ideology.
He said the initiative would
allow committed individu-
als to become official
spokespersons of the party.

District Congress presi-
dent Ramchandra Gurjar
assured that the Kaithal
district unit would work col-
lectively to give momentum
to the campaign and ensure
participation from all sec-
tions of society so that local
issues could be effectively
raised and represented.

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR, DEC 9

Haryana government's efforts towards re-
form are now clearly visible on ground.
Petrol pump started this year
near Yamunanagar Central
Jail where prisoners them-
selves work has become a
center of attention.Signifi-
cantly, a showroom for goods
manufactured by prisoners is
also being started on first |
floor of this petrol pump, so
that general public can easily
purchase their products.Cur-
rently, a large number of
prisoners in jail are manufac-
turing products such as bak-
ery items, furniture, iron
racks, cupboards, beds, aloe
vera juice, candies, rose wa-
ter, and basil extract. Among
these, wooden furniture is most popular
and its quality is said to be even better than
that available in market.District Jail Dep-
uty Superintendent Vivek Sagwan in-
formed that sheesham wood is purchased

A m |,‘,." ;': a

from Forest Department, which allows
products to be manufactured at a lower
cost. Products made by prisoners have pre-
viously been displayed at various presti-
gious events. These include Kurukshetra

Gita Jayanti, Jagadhri, Surajkund Mela,
Kapal Mochan Mela, Panchkula and other
locations. Moreover, these goods were also
sold at Gurugram jail, where sales worth
lakhs of rupees were recorded. Jail man-

agement says that prisoners' craftsman-
ship is so strong that if a customer shows a
photograph, prisoners can create exactly
same furniture. This not only provides
prisoners with skills but also earns them
wages from government,
which is especially helpful for
those prisoners who do not
receive family support from
outside. Haryana govern-
ment aims to develop jails as
"reformatories"—where in-
mates not only learn disci-
pline but also receive inspi-
ration to move forward in
life and stay away from
crime. Prisoners also say
that such efforts give them
new confidence and open the
way to a respectable liveli-
hood upon their return to
society. Significant aspect of
all this is that prison man-
agement's objective is not only to create
a crime-free society. Role of Director
General of Prisons is crucial in this; it is
through his efforts that all this has been

made possible.
Bl B
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Crisis in the air

I he IndiGo fiasco that led to chaos at airports across the country

once again proves that it is always the common people who

will end up paying the price for systemic failures in India, be it
on the part of government regulators or private companies. Ironically,
the regulations that were meant to protect the interests of the
passengers turned out to be the reason for their untold hardship.
IndiGo’s famed tagline “On-Time, Every Time” sounded like a cruel
taunt at thousands of stranded passengers who were left confused,
angry and helpless. Among them were the hapless patients who
missed their doctor appointments, job-seekers who missed their
interviews and a couple who missed their own wedding. India’s largest
carrier, which controls over 60% of the domestic market, came as a
completely clueless and unprofessional entity in the face of the
meltdown following the abrupt cancellation of nearly 2,000 flights,
causing all-around panic and confusion. Though IndiGo management
has apologised for the serious “operational crisis” which it attributed to
“misjudgement and planning gaps”, it cannot shirk from taking full
responsibility for the avoidable disruptions. It must be made
accountable for the suffering caused to the passengers. The problem
was much more than a duty-scheduling issue or a pilot shortage. It
was a complete collapse of communication as passengers — most
of them had booked their tickets well in advance—were kept in
the dark about the impending crisis. Clearly, the trouble resulted
from underestimating the new Flight Duty Time Limitation rules,
miscalculating crew requirements, and watching helplessly when
the entire system buckled.
IndiGo, which operates about 2,200 flights a day, has been facing pilot
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Some people don't like change, but you
need to embrace change if the
alternative is disaster.
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Elon Musk

Breaking the silence over mental healthcare

or decades, mental health in India
remained trapped in silence,

confined to overburdened
psychiatric hospitals, misunderstood by
the public, and overshadowed by deep-
rooted stigma. But across the country, a
quiet revolution is underway.

Community-based mental health
movements are reshaping how India
understands, treats, and supports
psychological well-being by bringing care
closer to where people live, work, and
endure their daily struggles.

India faces an undeniable mental
health crisis. According to national
estimates, nearly 14 per cent of the
population requires active mental health
interventions, yet the country has only
about one psychiatrist per 100,000
people.

The gap between urban and rural
access is even wider: while major cities
have private clinics, counselling centres,
and awareness campaigns, nearly 65
per cent of India’s population lives in
rural regions with little or no mental
health infrastructure. In such a scenario,
the community becomes not simply a
support network; it becomes the first line
of response.

models make mental health visible,
normalised, and embedded in daily life.

R
i

diversity of beliefs surrounding mental
distress. Many communities interpret

distress long before formal systems do.
In doing so, they redefine resilience,

screening tools, Al-powered chat support,
and virtual support groups now link
remote communities to trained
professionals. Importantly, the community
remains the grounding force ~ technology
simply expands the reach of human
support.

The National Mental Health
Programme and the District Mental Health
Programme (DMHP) have created an
important policy backbone, but community
engagement gives these initiatives life.
NGOs, academic institutions, and state
governments are increasingly
collaborating to scale community models
— from Kerala’s pioneering neighbourhood
mental health groups to Maharashtra’s
village mental health champions.

India’s future mental health system
cannot depend solely on psychiatrists,
psychologists, or urban hospitals.

The real transformation will emerge
from villages where neighbours notice the
silent suffering of a senior citizen, schools,
where children learn empathy before
equations, and workplaces where stress is
addressed, not hidden.

Another crucial force multiplier would
be school-going children, if their

curriculum is reshaped with information on

the contours of mental health, symptoms of
stress and mental illness, knowledge of first
responders, and the value of reaching help

early.

School children, armed with the basics
of mental health knowledge, can form the
backbone of future community-based
movements on mental health. Community-
based mental health movements offer India

Community-based mental health
models acknowledge this reality and
attempt to bridge the treatment gap through
decentralised, culturally sensitive, and
locally owned solutions. One reason why
community matters is that mental health
cannot thrive in isolation. It is deeply
shaped by social relationships, local norms,
economic pressures, and access to

shortages after it failed to adapt to the new pilot rest and duty rules
introduced by the government early last year to improve the working
hours of the pilots. The Flight Duty Time Limitations (FDTL) were
originally meant to be implemented from June 1, 2024, but were
deferred in March 2024 following resistance from airlines. Finally, the
new FDTL was to be implemented in two phases — July 1, 2025 and
November 1, 2025 — as informed by the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA). When the deadline arrived, there was complete

mental illness through spiritual, familial, or
social lenses rather than purely medical
ones. In this intriguing context, community-
based approaches bridge this gap by
engaging local healers, elders, and
community influencers, religious and
spiritual leaders, and traditional systems of
support. Rather than dismissing cultural

A defining feature of India’s
community mental health movement is the
mobilisation of local volunteers: ASHA
workers, Anganwadi workers,
schoolteachers, youth leaders, self-help
groups, and even panchayat members.
With basic training in psychological first aid,
early detection, and supportive

not as silent endurance, but as community-
supported strength.

A significant number of people
requiring mental health intervention are
young men and women. India’s young
population faces unprecedented stress,
academic competition, unemployment
fears, digital overload, and family pressure.

chaos. IndiGo simply did not plan, though the norms were public
knowledge for months. As a result, it was first forced to delay and later
cancel flights, as there were not enough pilots available. At airports
across the country, fravellers were left to wonder what was going on.
No proper announcements. No clear updates. No realistic timelines.
No honest explanations. Despite a two-year preparatory window
before full FDTL implementation, the airline inexplicably adopted a
hiring freeze, entered non-poaching arrangements, maintained a pilot
pay freeze through cartel-like behaviour, and demonstrated other
short-sighted planning practices. It is this lackadaisical and nonchalant
attitude in adapting to the new rules that led to the crisis.

resources. Community-based initiatives
recognise that healing is not only medical
but also emotional, social, and collective.
They work on the three pillars of
accessibility, where services meet people

where they are, homes, schools, panchayat

halls, workplaces; affordability, with most
services being free or low-cost, reducing
dependence on expensive private care;
and acceptability, where interventions are
rooted in cultural understanding, reducing
stigma and resistance. By placing the

communication, these volunteers become
the essential “first responders” in villages.
Their advantage is profound: they are
trusted.

People who may never visit a
psychiatrist are far more willing to confide
in a neighbour, teacher, or community
worker. Early identification of symptoms,
whether depression, anxiety, substance
use, or trauma ~ becomes more organic
and less intimidating.

Also, western biomedical treatment in
this area often struggles to address India’s

narratives, these models integrate them
with scientific care, ensuring that treatment
feels familiar, dignified, and non-
threatening.

It is a common experience that women
form the backbone of India’s caregiving
ecosystem, and the community mental
health movement is no exception. Women’s
self-help groups have emerged as safe
spaces where emotional labour is
acknowledged, stress is shared, and
collective solutions are crafted. These
groups often detect domestic violence,

Community-based initiatives recognize
schools as crucial entry points. Mental
health clubs, peer counsellor networks, and
teacher sensitization programmes have
begun replacing old punitive models with
supportive environments. This not only
protects children at risk but also helps build
emotionally intelligent generations who
carry awareness into adulthood.
Significantly, rural India’s digital
transformation has offered new
opportunities for mental health outreach.

Tele—counseling, smartphone-based

amodel that is humane, sustainable,
culturally rooted, and scalable. They shift
the narrative from crisis to care, from fear
to understanding, from stigma to solidarity.

In the end, the essence of the
community mental health movement is
simple: no one should struggle alone. By
transforming ordinary people into allies in
healing, India is building a mental health
ecosystem that is not only larger than the
formal health system but more deeply
human.

community at the heart of care, these By Rudrashis Datta

postpartum depression, and emotional

RBI plans long-term USD/INR  [srael raids UNRWA Jerusalem headquarters
swap to boost liquidity

he Reserve Bank of India is

set to inject liquidity into

the banking system through
a long-term USD/INR Buy/Sell
Swap auction, marking a key
move to ease financial conditions
at a time when liquidity needs
closer attention. According to an

demonstrations and intimidation, supported by a large-
scale disinformation campaign, as well as anti-UNRWA
legislation passed by the Israeli parliament in breach of
its international obligations".Israel barred UNRWA from
operating on its soil after claiming some employees had
participated in the Hamas-led attack on southern Israel
on October 7, 2023. UNRWA denied the allegations,
while in October the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
found that Israel's allegations against UNRWA were
unsubstantiated, as per Al Jazeera.Still, Israel's claims
prompted the United States, historically UNRWA's
largest donor, to suspend
funding. UNRWA was forced to
repatriate its international staff
from Gaza and the occupied
West Bank, severely limiting
aid distribution at a time when
Palestinians are facing extreme
shortages of food and shelter,
as per Al Jazeera.

In October, the ICJ issued
an advisory opinion reaffirming
Israel's legal obligation to
support UN relief efforts in
Gaza, including those carried
out by UNRWA, and to
cooperate with UN agencies
operating in the occupied
territories.Lazzarini condemned
the latest attack on UNRWA as
a direct violation of
international law, saying it
showed "a blatant disregard of Israel's obligation as a
United Nations Member State to protect & respect the
inviolability of UN premises," Al Jazeera quoted.While
Israel has attempted to strip the compound of its UN
status, Lazzarini said its actions have no legal effect.

Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine

Refugees (UNRWA,) in occupied East Jerusalem,
seizing items and replacing the UN flag with Israel's
flag.In a statement on X, the agency's Commissioner-
General, Philippe Lazzarini, said Israeli police,
accompanied by municipal officials, forcibly entered its
compound in Sheikh Jarrah early on Monday
morning."Police motorcycles, as well as trucks and
forklifts, were brought in and all communications were
cut. Furniture, IT equipment and other property was

I sraeli forces raided the headquarters of the United

Sonnet 19: When | consider
how my light is spent

When | consider how my light is spent,

Reserve Bank for the tenor of the
swap, expressed in paisa terms
up to two decimal places," it said.
The auction's near leg, or
spot date, is scheduled for
December 18, 2025, while the far
leg, when the swap unwinds, falls
on December 18, 2028.The
operation comes as part of a
broader liquidity plan for
December 2025. Earlier on
Friday, the RBI, after reviewing
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current financial conditions,
decided to conduct several

measures to support orderly I ll i I T ; I t'l
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decide to pay to the Reserve
Bank for the entire three-year
tenor. The premium must be
quoted in paisa terms up to two
decimal places.

The cut-off will be set
according to the premium
received, and successful bids will Ere half my days, in this dark world and Wide,

And that one Talent which is death to hide
Lodged with me useless, though my Soul more bent

To serve therewith my Maker, and present

liquidity. It stated that two Open |
Market Operation (OMO) ! 1
purchase auctions of 1
Government of India securities t:-j
worth a total of Rs 1,00,000
crore will take place on
December 11 and December 18,
with each tranche carrying Rs
50,000 crore.

The USD/INR swap on
December 16 forms the second
leg of this effort.It notes that
detailed instructions for each
operation will be issued
separately, ensuring participants
have clarity in the bidding

process. "The Reserve Bank will
continue to monitor evolving
liquidity and market conditions
and take measures as
appropriate to ensure orderly
liquidity conditions," the RBI
press release said on Friday.

My true account, lest he returning chide;
“Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?”
| fondly ask. But patience, to prevent
That murmur, soon replies, “God doth not need
Either man’s work or his own gifts; who best

Bear his mild yoke, they serve him best. His state

Is Kingly. Thousands at his bidding speed
seized," he said. "The UN flag was pulled down and
replaced with an Israeli flag."

UNRWA has not used the building since the
beginning of the year after Israeli authorities ordered the
agency to vacate all of its premises and halt operations
inside Israel.Lazzarini said this follows "months of
harassment that included arson attacks in 2024, hateful

3rd India-Nepal Cultural Festival held in Lumbini focusing on Buddhism

be accepted at the exact
premium quoted, as the auction
follows a multiple-price
format."The market participants
would be required to place their
bids in terms of the premium that
they are willing to pay to the

RBI press release on Monday,
the central bank will hold a 36-
month swap auction of USD 5
billion on December 16, 2025.In
the swap auction, market
participants will submit bids
based on the premium they

And post o’er Land and Ocean without rest:

They also serve who only stand and wait.”

By John Milton

enior Indian official

Munu Mahawar,

Additional Secretary
(North), Ministry of
External Affairs, India on
Monday evening attended
the 3rd India-Nepal Cultural
festival in Lumbini, the
birthplace of Gautam
Buddha.

The third edition of the
cultural festival organized
by the Embassy of India in
Nepal, in collaboration with
the Lumbini Development
Trust and Lumbini
Buddhist University,
focused on Buddhism. "Our
two countries share not
only close civilizational and
cultural ties but also a
shared reverence for lord
Buddha and his teachings.
Lord Buddha was born in
the sacred city of Lumbini
and he delivered his first
sermon in Sarnath. His life

and journey formed an
enduring and unparalleled
bond between our two
countries that add to the
unique relationship
between India and Nepal,"
Munu Mahawar, Additional
Secretary (North), Ministry
of External Affairs, India
said addressing the event.
The one-day festival
celebrates the rich cultural
heritage and traditions of
both India and Nepal, with a
special focus on Buddhism.
The event was jointly
inaugurated by Krishna
Bahadur Gharti Magar,
Governor of Lumbini
Province; Senior Indian
Official Munu Mahawar, Dr.
Lharkyal Lama, Vice
Chairman of Lumbini
Development Trust, and Dr.
Rakesh Pandey, Deputy
Chief of Mission at the
Embassy of India in

Kathmandu.

The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation,
including, by civil society

members, academics, senior
monks, and members from
the Lumbini Development
Trust."Our Prime Minister

=i =

Narendra Modi Ji visited
Lumbini in 2022 and he
emphasized during that
visit the importance of

developing this shared
heritage together. During
that visit Prime Minister
Modi Ji and the then Prime
Minister of Nepal laid the
foundation stone of India
International Center for
Buddhist Culture and
Heritage in Lumbini. I had
the opportunity to visit the
project site today.

It was really satisfying
to see that lot of work
already has been completed
and we are now nearing to
the full completion of this
important structure which
will become symbol of
our friendship and
partnership," Mahawar
said.The event featured a
cultural program, with
performances by
renowned artists from
both India and Nepal. An
Odissi dance recital with
a Buddhist theme was

presented by a six-
member ICCR troupe led
by Sandhya Kunjan Menon
Das.

The evening also
included traditional
musical performance by a
Nepali band 'Ghugu Mugu'.
As a part of this festival, an
academic seminar titled
"India-Nepal Buddhist
Heritage: A common
Legacy" was organized at
the Lumbini Buddhist
University in the
forenoon of Monday. The
seminar brought together
eminent Buddhist
scholars from India and
Nepal, who shared their
insights on the
significance of Buddhist
heritage in strengthening
cultural ties and fostering
people-to-people
connections between the
two countries.
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Silver jalhari weighing 38 kg installed at Sangameshwar Mahadev Temple in Arunai

YAGYA DUTT SHASTRI

PEHOWA: Asilver jalhari weighing nearly
38 kilograms was ceremonially installed on
Lord Shiva at the Sangameshwar Mahadev
Temple in Arunai on Tuesday for ritual
abhishek. The installation was carried out
amid \edic chants by learned Brahminsinthe
presence of saints and seers, creating a deeply
devotional atmosphere at the temple. Temple

jalhari was installed as per the directions of
Mahant Ravindra Puri, Secretary of Shri
Panchayati Akhara Mahanirvani and
National President of the Akhil Bharatiya
Akhara Parishad. Addressing the gathering,
Shri Mahant Bansi Puri said the
Sangameshwar Mahadev Temple holds
special spiritual significance, as devotees
believe that performing jalabhishek and

secretary Mahant Vishwanath Giri said the

worship here fulfils all wishes.

Sports boost youth
confidence:
Vikram Rana

KAMAL SHARMA

TARAORI: The cricket
tournament organised by the
Yuva Cricket Club Padhana at
village Padhana witnessed
tremendous enthusiasm among
players and spectators alike,
with teams from Man Singh
Khedi, Padhana, Rajepur and
several neighbouring villages
showcasing their cricketing skills.
District Council Member
representative Vikram Rana
inaugurated the tournament by
greeting the players and
encouraging them. He said the
objective of such events is to
provide a platform to rural talent
and motivate youth to excel
through sports. As the matches
progressed, spectators
witnessed thrilling contests, with
every boundary and six drawing
loud applause from the crowd. In
an impressive final performance,
the Rajepur team emerged
champions, clinching the trophy
along with a cash prize of Rs

M Dhami distributes appointment letters

fo 142 assistant III‘IITESSIII‘S In Dehradun

AGENCY

DEHRADUN, DEC 9
Uttarakhand  Chief  Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, while

participating in a programme held
on Tuesday at the Chief Minister's
Residence, distributed appointment
letters to 142 Assistant Professors
selected through the Medical
Services Selection Board for
various government medical
colleges. Congratulating the newly
appointed Assistant Professors, CM
Dhami said, "This opportunity
would prove to be a significant step

Narendra  Modi, the

is establishing a

toward strengthening the medical state  government

sector. This would help them government is continuously medical college in every district so
become skilled and efficient working to expand and strengthen  that people in remote areas can
medical professionals ~ who healthcare services in Uttarakhand.  have access to modern healthcare
responsibly fulfil their duties Quality medical facilities are being ~ within their own districts. Five

toward society and humanity."

He urged all newly appointed
faculty members to provide their
students with quality education and
training, while also instilling in
them sensitivity, empathy and a

provided to every citizen at
affordable rates. Under the
Ayushman scheme, around 61 lakh
Ayushman cards have been
distributed so far, enabling cashless
treatment worth more than Rs

medical colleges are already
operational, while construction of
two more is underway. Super-
speciality departments have also
been established at the medical
colleges in Dehradun, Haldwani,

Institute in Haldwani is progressing
rapidly. The state's heli-ambulance
service has also proven to be a
lifesaver for people in remote areas
during emergencies. Patients in the
state are being provided free
pathological diagnostic facilities,
and telemedicine services are
offering specialist medical
consultations to residents of far-
flung villages."

He stated, "Staff shortages in
government hospitals and medical
colleges are being addressed.
Appointment letters have been
issued to 142 Assistant Professors,
and recruitment for 356 more is
currently underway. Additionally,
1,248 Nursing Officers and 170
Technicians have already been
appointed, while the selection
process for around 600 more
Nursing Officers is also in
progress."

The Chief Minister said that
earlier, recruitment processes were
plagued by bias, irregularities and
corruption. The government has
implemented the strictest anti-

STP construction
inaugurated in Bapoli

15

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
PANIPAT, DEC 9

Gajendra Saluja, parliamentary
representative of Union Minister
Manohar Lal, inaugurated the
construction work of a Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) in Bapoli
by breaking a coconut on Monday.
The project, to be built at a cost of
?5.78 crore with a capacity of 2.5
MLD, aims to strengthen
sanitation  facilities in  the
village.Addressing the gathering,
Saluja said that when Manohar Lal
served as the Chief Minister of
Haryana, it was his dream and firm
resolve that people living in rural
areas should also receive facilities
similar to those available in cities.
He said that the initiative to lay
sewerage systems in villages was
conceived during that period,

2
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earlier governments had never
even imagined for  rural
development. According to him,
providing such facilities to
villagers was a significant
achievement of Manohar Lal’s
vision.Saluja stated that the STP
would prove to be a milestone in
village cleanliness and urged
people to contribute at their own
level to further Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Swachhata
Mission. He added that Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini is
carrying forward Manohar Lal’s
mission of rural development with
full dedication.On arrival at the
venue, Saluja was welcomed with
a bouquet by the Executive
Engineer, while village elders
honoured him by draping a shawl.
The inauguration was preceded by
traditional \Vedic rituals and

31,000.

spirit of service. The Chief 3,300 crore for over 17 lakh and Srinagar. The Chief Minister
Minister further said, "Under the patients in the state.” further said, "The construction of
leadership of Prime Minister He added that the state the state's first modern Cancer

cheating law in the country.

something which, he claimed,

chanting of mantras.

680-ft newly constructed road inaugurated
for publicin Dera Lal Singh, Dayal Nagar

GOLDY CHUGH

SHAHABAD: Residents of Dera Lal Singh in Dayal Nagar now
have a smoother commute as their long-pending demand for a proper
road has been fulfilled. BJP leader Subhash Kalsana inaugurated the
newly constructed road, approximately 680 feet in length, built under
the supervision of the Block Committee. Several dignitaries from the
area were present at the event, and locals expressed their happiness
over the development work. Local resident Rajdeep Cheema said
that the previous road was in poor condition, with potholes and
muddy stretches, especially during the rainy season, causing major
difficulties for children, elderly people, and women. Some time ago,
villagers had approached Subhash Kalsana with this issue, requesting
construction of a proper road. Speaking at the inauguration, Subhash
Kalsana emphasized that resolving local issues is his top priority. He
said the goal is to ensure basic amenities reach every village and to
improve the standard of living of the residents. He also noted that
under the leadership of Chief Minister Naib Singh Saini,
development work in Shahabad Assembly constituency has gained
new momentum, and several ambitious projects are planned in the
near future to further strengthen local infrastructure.

Congress's National Talent Hunt campaign starts in
Karnal aims at channelizing talent of youth in politics

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA

KARNAL: With the aim of channelizing the talent of youth into
politics and social welfare, the Media and Communication
Department of All India National Congress has started the
National Talent Hunt campaign. Haryana Pradesh Congress
Committee is giving impetus to this ambitious initiative across
the state. In this sequence, a press conference was organized at
Dr. Mangal Sen Auditorium in Karnal, in which district level
officials and a large number of youth workers were present.
Talking to journalists, Social Media In charge Monica Dhumra,
National Talent Hunt program delegate Dr. Manish Parvez Rana,
Rural District President Rajesh Vaidya and Urban District
President Parag Gaba said that this campaign has brought special
opportunities for those youth who have the potential to move
forward in areas like media, debate, public relations and public
dialogue. He said that this initiative of the Congress Party was a
historic step towards providing platform, training and
opportunities to talented youth. He said that Rahul Gandhi's clear
message was that talented youth should join Congress and raise
their voice. Many times, due to lack of platform, capable youth
are not able to showcase their talent, but Congress will work to
find such youth, groom them and take them forward.

Sonia Gandhi's birthday celebrated
with pomp in Yamunanagar

Congress workers meet in Indri regarding preparations
for Delhi rally, Sonia Gandhi's birthday also celebrated

RAHUL KOHLI

YAMUNANAGAR: The birthday of former Congress
National President Smt. Sonia Gandhi was celebrated with great
pomp and enthusiasm on Monday in the office of former
Congress candidate Raman Tyagi of Yamunanagar. After
cutting the cake, the workers wished her for long life, good
health and continuous contribution in the country's politics.
Addressing the workers present in the program, Raman Tyagi
said that Congress was not just a political party but the guardian
force of the democratic values of the country. He said that
Congress's struggle against increasing injustice and anti-people
policies in the country was continuing. In the same sequence,
while giving information, he said that "Congress' "Vote Chor,
Gaddi Chhod' mega rally organized by Rahul Gandhi will be
going to be held in Delhi on December 14, which will prove to
be a historic moment in the country's politics. He said, "I make
a humble request to all the district residents, workers and
supporters of Yamuna Nagar to participate in this important
mega rally in large numbers and contribute.” A large number of
workers were present in the program, mainly Ashok Kohli,
Surendra Bhatia, Vijay Pal, Suresh Anand, Sardar Kashmira
Singh, Balkishan Aneja, Om Prakash, Kamal Vinayak and
many senior workers were present.

MAINPAL KASHYAP

INDRI: An important meeting of Congress workers was
organized on Sunday at the rest house of the Irrigation
Department of Indri. The meeting was presided over by Sachin
Budhanpur in which the preparations for Congress's Vote Chor
Gaddi Chhodo rally to be held in Delhi on December 14 were

discussed in detail. National President of Rajiv Gandhi
Panchayati Raj Organization, Dr. Sunil Pawar and Rural District
President Rajesh Ved, who reached the meeting were welcomed
by Congress workers with flower garlands. During this,
Congress leaders also wished Sonia Gandhi by cutting a cake on
her birthday. Dr. Sunil Pawar said that a large number of
Congress workers from across the state would participate in this
rally to be organized in Delhi under the leadership of Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi. He handed over responsibilities to
all the Congress officials of Indri region and called upon them
to reach Delhi in maximum numbers. Dr. Pawar made a
scathing attack on the BJP government of Haryana. He said that
despite more than a year having passed in the state, no major
development work was visible on the ground. Incidents like
robbery, murder and kidnapping were continuously increasing,
which exposed the failure of the government.

Jagadhri’s development remains
top priority, says Kanwarpal Gurjar

RAHUL KOHALI

YAMUNANAGAR: Former cabinet minister Kanwarpal
Gurjar has said that the overall development of Jagadhri city
remains his foremost commitment. Sharing details of recent
development work, Gurjar said that during his tenure in the
previous government, he had approved the construction of a park
in Ward No. 2, Gaumti Gali, to provide relief and recreational
space to local residents. He informed that the grant for the park
has now been sanctioned and construction work will begin
shortly. The park will be developed at an estimated cost of Rs.
8.67 lakh and is expected to be completed in the near future.
Kanwarpal Gurjar said that development work is being carried
out in every ward, colony and neighbourhood of Jagadhri in
coordination with councillors and concerned officials. He said
efforts are being made to ensure basic amenities along with other
essential facilities in all areas of the city.

‘Liquid Gold' for crops: The power of cow urine and dung

chemical fertilizers and toxic

KAMAL SHARMA

TARAORI: Ram Singh
Chaudhary, Professor of
Practice at NDRI and ICAR,

pesticides.  Soil  fertility
increases, water is saved and
farmers receive higher and

Taraori. The group included
Padma

progressive
Chandrashekhar Singh, Dr.

Shri awardee

farmer
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urine not only enrich the soil
but also protect crops from
diseases. He says that natural
farming completely
eliminates cost of

society. He was addressing a
delegation from Uttar Pradesh
while showing them a model
of natural farming at the

the Farmers Dairy Farm in

Drug control team seals medical store for

illegal sale of Pheniramine Maleate injection

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA [®
KARNAL: Under Operation [
Hotspot Domination, the §
ongoing statewide campaign |
to realize the resolution of
Haryana Government as a
"Drug Free State", the Karnal
Unit of Haryana State
Narcotics Control Bureau
(HSNCB) jointly with the Drugs Control Officer Karnal-1,
while taking action against the sale of illegal drugs, sealed M/s
Guru Nanak Medical Store, located on Kaithal Road, opposite
the Central Jail. Bureau Chief and Director General of Police,
O.P. Singh guidelines a continuous campaign was being run
against drug smugglers in the entire state. In this context, this
action has been carried out under the leadership of
Superintendent of Police Mr. Mohit Handa. Giving detailed
information about the proceedings, Inspector Rishipal Singh,
in-charge of Karnal Unit of the Bureau, said that a team of the
unit accompanying ASI Balinder Singh received secret
information about the irregularities in the medicines being sold
at the medical store. Acting immediately on the information, the
team jointly with Drugs Control Officer Karnal-1 raided the
store. During investigation, when the records were scrutinized,
it was found that the said medical store had purchased
approximately 1500 vials of Pheniramine Maleate Injection
(100 ml, Veterinary use) from April 2025 till now, which were
being sold illegally without any sales record.

Six arrested in toll plaza assault case

YAGYADUTT SHASTRI

PEHOWA: Kurukshetra Police have arrested six accused in
connection with an incident of assault and abuse at the
Gumthalagarhu toll plaza. The accused were taken into
custody by the Sadar Pehowa police for allegedly beating up a
youth and using abusive language during a dispute over toll
payment. According to police officials, the arrested individuals
have been identified as Naresh Kumar, Aman Gir, Gurdev
Singh, Sohan Singh alias Sonu, Robin and Lalit, all residents
under the jurisdiction of Gujran police station in Kurukshetra
district. Providing details, a police spokesperson said that on
December 8, Navneet Singh, a resident of village Thana,
lodged a complaint at the Gumthalagarhu police outpost. He
stated that his village falls within a 10-kilometre radius of the
toll plaza and, as per NHAI rules, vehicles from the area are
exempted from paying toll. Navneet Singh alleged that while
he was travelling to Kaithal for work around 5 pm, toll plaza
staff demanded toll money and, following an argument,
assaulted him and hurled abuses.
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HDFC BankGroupSuccessfuIIy (oncludes
HDFC Tech Innovators 2025

CHANDIGARH/LUDHIANA: HDFC Bank Group
concluded the fourth edition of HDFC Tech
Innovators — 2025, announcing 10 winners across
six sectors and two special recognition awards for
emerging women founders. HDFC Tech Innovators
2025 was jointly organised by HDFC Bank, HDFC
Capital and HDFC AMC with support from the other
Group companies — HDFC Life, HDFC Ergo,
HDFC Securities, and HDB Financial Services, to
support India’s fast-growing startup ecosystem. This
edition witnessed applications from 1,600+ startups
from over 290 cities of the country. Ashish
Parthasarthy, Group Head — Branch Banking,
Payments, Treasury, Liability Products, Marketing,
Virtual Channels and Infrastructure, HDFC Bank
said, “ttis a privilege for us to be here today to
recognise startups and support them in their journey
to become the next generation corporations of India.

Anant National University Hosted the 7th
Convocation with DrSridhar Vembu as Chief Guest
CHANDIGARH: Anant National University
recently hosted the 7th Convocation,
conferring degrees on 299 students from the
Bachelor of Design, Bachelor of Architecture,
Master of Design, Anant Fellowship in
Sustainability and Built Environment, MSc in
Sustainability and Built Environment and
Anant Fellowship in Climate Action. Padma
Shri awardee and Chief Scientist and Co-
founder of Zoho Corporation, Dr Sridhar
Vembu, was the Chief Guest. Mr Ajay Piramal,
President, Anant National University, Dr
Sanjeev Vidyarthi, Provost, Anant National
University, and the members of the board were
present during the convocation.

Tata Motors leads the way with innovative,
sustainable and intelligent mobility
solutions at EXCON 2025

CHANDIGARH/LUDHIANA: Tata Motors,
India’s largest commercial vehicle
manufacturer, unveiled a diverse portfolio of
advanced solutions at EXCON 2025, South
Asia’s premier construction equipment
exhibition, to support the nation’s rapidly
expanding infrastructure and construction
sector. Reflecting its theme, ‘Productivity
Unleashed’, the company introduces heavy-
duty, future-ready vehicles designed to
enhance operational efficiency and fleet
profitability. Launching the commercial
vehicles at EXCON 2025,
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Axis Finance Unveils ABC Scorecards Powered hy TransUnion CIBIL

Chandigarh: Axis Finance Limited (AFL), one of India’s fastest-growing NBFCs, has launched its advanced ABC Scorecards—a
comprehensive suite of Application, Behaviour, and Collection Scorecards developed using TransUnion CIBILs analytics expertise. The

insights and automation. The ABC Scorecards are designed to enable Axis Finance to assess risk more accurately, ensure consistent and
faster credit decisions, strengthen collection strategies, and improve overall portfolio quality. Customer Benefits Borrowers will benefit from

quick

integrated scorecard system combines predictive analytics with strong risk models, ensuring fair, objective, and data-backed credit
practices across the customer lifecycle. This industry-first initiative has been developed through TransUnion CIBILs TrulQ Innovation Lab,
where teams from both organisations collaborated to create models tailored to Axis Finance’s evolving lending needs.

Governor Ghosh lauds India’s scientific rise at IISF 2025 finale

GLS University, SAE Institute Launch India’s
First Global B.Design (Hons.) Programme

PANCHKULA: On the occasion of the
Closing and Valedictory Ceremony of
the India International Science Festival
(IISF) 2025, Panchkula, Haryana,
Hon'ble Governor of Haryana Prof.
Ashim Kumar Ghosh, along with First
Lady Smt. Mitra Ghosh, graced the
event as the Chief Guest. Shri D.
Senthil Pandiyan, IAS, Joint Secretary,
MoES; Dr. Suryachandra A. Rao,
Director, IITM; Dr. Shiv Kumar Sharma,
National Organizing Secretary, VIBHA;
and other dignitaries were also

DIA TEg
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present.

Hon'ble Governor Shri Ashim
Kumar Ghosh said that IISF 2025 has
powerfully demonstrated India’s
scientific strength and rising leadership
in research and innovation. He noted
that the festival reflects the vision of
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Jito
build a Viksit Bharat driven by science
and technology. He highlighted
Haryana’s rapid growth as a science
and technology hub under Chief
Minister Shri Nayab Singh Saini, with

initiatives such as the Haryana
Science and Innovation Mission,
university incubation hubs, agri-tech
and climate-tech programs, and
robotics, drone, and coding labs in
schools. He urged young minds to
keep innovating and congratulated all
participants for making IISF 2025 a
historic success. Record-Breaking
Turnout at IISF 2025

IISF 2025 recorded over 2 lakh
footfalls, with participation from 1,800
students, 167 teachers, and 32

resource persons across major events
including the Hackathon, Gurukula,
S&T Village, Nari Shakti, YSC, and
Thought Leaders’ Roundtable.
Specialized tracks such as New
Age Technology, Blue Economy,
Himalaya in Changing Climate, and
Clean & Nuclear Energy also
witnessed high engagement. The
curtain-raiser alone saw more than
1,600 delegates, surpassing previous
records. Awards were conferred
across categories:

Latest version of One Ul brings enhanced
productivity, privacy and performance

across the Galaxy ecosystem
CHANDIGARH: One Ul 8.5 makes creating
and sharing content more intuitive from start to
finish. Users can keep generating new images
without interruption with the updated Photo
Assist. They can edit photos using Photo
Assist features continuously, without needing
to save each iteration. When finished, they
can easily review all the creations in edit
history and pick their favorites to keep.
Sharing is smoother too, thanks to
enhancements to Quick Share which now
recognizes people in photos and proactively
suggests sending them directly to those
contacts. New cross-device features make
managing devices easier, whether users need
to manage files, share their network, or
communicate with nearby devices.

World of Hyatt Launches Exclusive Limited
Period Offer for Qualifying Visa Cardholders

CHANDIGARH: World of Hyatt and Visa, a
global leader in digital payments, are pleased
to announce the launch of the "World of Hyatt
Club Suite Offer," an exclusive offer designed
to enhance the travel experience for esteemed
World of Hyatt members and Visa cardholders
who enjoy the finer things in life. Kadmbini
Mittal, RVP, Commercial Services, India and
SWA said, " At Hyatt, we are committed to
creating experiences that go beyond a stay.

Turkish Airines and South African Airways
Sign Codeshare Agreement

CHANDIGARH: Turkish Airlines, the national
flag carrier of Tiirkiye have signed a
codeshare agreement with South African
Airways, the national flag carrier of South
Africa. The agreement, which will take effect
on 1 March 2026, was signed in Geneva by
Turkish Airlines Chairman of the Board and the
Executive Committee Prof. Ahmet Bolat and
South African Airways Prof. CEO John Lamola
with the participation of senior executives from
both companies.

CHANDIGARH: GLS University has
launched its Global B.Design (Hons.)
programme in collaboration with
Australia’s SAE Institute, marking a
landmark moment for creative media
education in India. This innovative four-
year undergraduate programme is the first
of its kind in the country, offering globally
benchmarked specialisations in Animation
& VFX and Game Development. GLS
University, established in 1927 by the
Guijarat Law Society (GLS), is one of
Guijarat's most revered educational
institutions. It is the only institution in India
authorized to offer SAE Institute’s
internationally recognized curriculum and
certification. This collaboration marks SAE
Institute’s formal entry into India,
reinforcing its commitment to nurturing the
country’s rapidly growing creative
industries. SAE Institute, part of the
Careers and Industry Division of the
Navitas group, has been a global leader in

creative media and technology education
for 50 years, offering world-class, project-
based learning in Animation, Audio,
Computer Science, Design, Film,
Games, Information Technology, Music,
and VFX & Virtual Production, with 47
campuses across 20 countries.

GLS University is the only institution
in India authorised to offer SAE Institute’s
internationally recognised curriculum and
certification. The collaboration also marks
SAE Institute’s formal entry into India,
reinforcing its commitment to nurturing the
country’s rapidly growing creative
industries. SAE Institute is part of the
Careers and Industry Division of Navitas
group, Australia’s largest private educator
provider and a global leader in education
pathways.

The formal signing ceremony for the
launch of the Global B. Design (Hons.)
programme took place on Monday in the
presence of Sudhir Nanavati, President of

GLS University, and Dr. Chandni Kapadia,
Executive Director of GLS University,
alongside several eminent dignitaries.
Senior representatives from Navitas,
including Jenna Schiller, Head of
Education Partnerships, Careers &
Industry Division, and Steve Hird,
General Manager, Marketing &
Recruitment for South Asia, along with
other senior dignitaries from Navitas,
were also present. The Global
B.Design (Hons.) programme aims to
develop industry-ready graduates by
combining GLS University’s academic
expertise with SAE Institute’s five
decades of world-class, practice-led
training. The curriculum places a strong
emphasis on hands-on leamning though a
project-based structure, ensuring students
build practical skills from the day one
using state-of-the- art studios and tools
adopted by leading global creative
studios.

(T University Hosts “Guruverse” , Honours
600+ Educators for Their Contribution

J SSODHI

JALANDHAR : CT University, in collaboration with the Haryana Progressive
Schools’ Conference and the Ambala Progressive Sahodaya Schools
Association, successfully organized Guruverse — Celebrating Mentors at the
Police DAV Auditorium, Ambala City. The event witnessed an impressive
turnout with over 500 teachers and more than 100 principals from leading
schools across the region. Chief Guest Sh. Aseem Goel, Former Haryana
Minister, applauded the initiative, while Dr. Parmod Kumar, State Program
Officer, Department of School Education, Haryana, shared insights on
strengthening school ecosystems. International Motivational Speaker
Simerjeet Singh energized the gathering with his impactful session, Calm
Minds, Brave Hearts. A special felicitation ceremony honoured educators for
their outstanding contributions to student development and institutional
excellence. CT University Chancellor Sardar Charanijit Singh Channi said
Guruverse reflects a deep commitment to honouring educators who shape
generations.

From Punjab’s Platter To Nation’s
Menu - Know the Story of Bonn

LUDHIANA : Every story’s first chapter begins with a firm belief to become big. For the
Bonn Group, that belief led with passion, persistence, and purpose. What started as a
small dream in the bylanes of Ludhiana soon transformed into a legacy of excellence.In
1985, Bonn laid its foundation brick with humble bread offerings, serving homes with
warmth, trust, and taste. Over the years, every slice gained acceptance in the heart of
households - in Punjab followed by North India.To own nation’s choice, Bonn rose by
shaping stories that made a home in people’s hearts. As a family member, it served
happiness on every plate. With Wholewheat Bread for health-seekers, Brown Bread for
the mindful ones, Prime-time Sandwich Bread for on-the-go, it made the nation believe
in one truth, Bread Matlab Bonn.Decades later, that vision was reinvented with the birth
of Americana in 2016, a premium biscuit brand under the Bonn Group’s umbrella.
Americana wasn't just another product, it was a leap into India’s fast-growing snacking
culture, blending indulgence with innovation.Americana brings a world of flavours under
one roof, from crunchy cookies, to cheese crackers to healthy digestive to melt-in-
mouth creme biscuits, its range delighted every plate. Be it kids or adults, it added a
smile on every face.And went ahead with impactful narratives that infused the flavour of
Punjab in the entire nation.

Lords Mark Industries Ltd wins Licence to
Manufacture Smart HemoDialysis Machines

AMBALA: Lords Mark Industries Ltd. (LMIL) has achieved a defining milestone in
India’s med-tech landscape by receiving the licence to manufacture Class C World’s
First Al-Based Smart Hemodialysis Machines from the Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO), a critical step that significantly strengthens the country’s self-
reliance in life-saving healthcare technology.

This achievement becomes even more historic as LMIL-Renalyx has now received the
globally recognised CE marking, making it one of only sixth brand worldwide to earn
this certification for dialysis systems. The CE marking validates that the product meets
the European Union’s highest health, safety, and environmental protection standards,
enabling legal access to the entire European Economic Area (EEA).

1|5. UI'ITS Renalyx

Securing a licence to
manufacture Class C

World’s First Al-
Based Smart
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the toughest
CE@ @™ regulatory

achievements in
India’s med-tech
regime. Class C
devices fall under the

high-risk, life-sustaining category, which means even a minor engineering or process
deviation can directly impact patient survival. To obtain this licence, companies must
demonstrate full compliance across nearly 140+ quality, safety, and risk-management
parameters, including biocompatibility proof, electromechanical safety validation,
sterility assurance, traceability of every component, rigorous documentation, and multi-
stage plant audits. Very few manufacturers attempt this category because the bar for
approval is comparable to global regulatory standards. This certification is therefore
critical: it is the formal authorisation that allows LMIL to build advanced renal-care
equipment domestically, reduce national dependence on imported machines.

Guide for Newlywed's to Choose
Appliances that Elevate Their
Home Aesthetics

CHANDIGARH: The ongoing wedding
season marks a new beginning for
couples who are setting up the perfect
home to start their journey together.
Beyond functionality, today’s couples
seek spaces that reflect their shared
personality and aesthetic preferences.
Every element from furniture to fans,
along with fabrics and finishes, plays a
role in shaping a home that feels both
beautiful and comfortable. And
increasingly, home appliances are taking
centre stage in this design narrative.
Choosing appliances that offer comfort
yet seamlessly blend with interiors and
express your personality as a couple can
make all the difference to your home.
Here are some insights from Kamal
Pandit, Head of Design at Appliances
Business of Godrej Enterprises Group, on
how aesthetics of a home appliance can
elevate your new abode.

For young couples appliances have
evolved from just serving a function to
becoming style statements that enhance
the soul of their living spaces. The kitchen
and living areas, where appliances often
take pride of place, are now designed as
open, connected spaces making it
essential for appliances to complement
the décor rather than stand apart.

Samsung to Announce its DX Vision at
'TheFirst LookEvent at CES 2026

CHANDIGARH: Samsung Electronics will host
The First Look on January 4 at 7:00 PM PST
[8.30 AM IST on January 5] in the Latour
Ballroom at the Wynn Las Vegas. At the event
— set to take place two days before the
opening of CES 2026, the world’s largest IT
and consumer electronics show — the
company will unveil its vision for the DX
(Device eXperience) Division in 2026, along
with new Al-driven customer experiences. TM
Roh, CEO and Head of Device eXperience
(DX) Division, will be the keynote speaker for
The First Look.

Amazon s unlocking Al for Bharat—supports
Government of India's Al Mission to boost
accessibility, productivity, and digitalinclusion

CHANDIGARH : Amazon today announced
plans to bring artificial intelligence (Al) to
millions of Indians by 2030, supporting the
Government of India's Al Mission to boost
accessibility, productivity, and digital inclusion.
The company is on track to invest $12.7 billion
in local cloud and Al infrastructure and will
bring the benefits of Al to over 15 million small
businesses through its different businesses.
Amazon has also committed to bringing Al
literacy and career awareness to 4 million
government-school students by 2030. The
company will continue to leverage Al to make
shopping easier, and more immersive for
hundreds of millions of customers on
Amazon.in.

MSEDCL Sets Guinness World Record; CR..
Solar Proudly Contributes to the Histoic Feat

Anmritsar/Ludhiana,--In a landmark triumph for
India’s renewable-energy landscape, the
Maharashtra State Electricity Distribution
Company Limited (MSEDCL) has secured a
Guinness World Record by installing an
unprecedented 45,911 solar pumping systems
within just one month. This exceptional
milestone stands as a testament to MSEDCLs
visionary leadership, strong execution
capabilities, and unwavering commitment to
empowering India’s farming communities.
Reflecting on the achievement, Mr. G.
Soundararajan, Chairman, C.R.l. Group,
remarked,"This Guinness World Record
represents far more than a remarkable
accomplishment—it is a moment of national
pride and a milestone in India’s clean-energy
journey.

POCO Launches (85 5G With 6000mAh
Battery and Premium Dual-Tone Design

CHANDIGARH : POCO, one of India’s leading consumer technology brands, is set to
disrupt the budget smartphone segment yet again with its latest launch, POCO C85 5G.
Designed for India’s dynamic youth who demand unstoppable reliability on the go, this
smartphone redefines value in the sub-312K segment with unmatched endurance and
style. Equipped for the best battery experience, the POCO
855G packs a 6000mAh battery that delivers over two days
' of power. With 33W Fast Charging, you can get 50% charge in
just about 28 minutes, ensuring you're never slowed down,
while 10W Wired Reverse Charging allows the device to
double as a portable power bank for mobiles, TWS earbuds,
smartwatches, and other accessories . India’s always on the
move lifestyle. The smartphone brings effortless style you
can flaunt, featuring a sleek, modern design with a quad-
curved back, a slim 7.99mm profile, and a premium dual-tone
finish available in Mystic Purple, Spring Green, and Power
Black. Speaking on the launch, Ankit Singh, GTM Head,
POCO India said, "We're thrilled to unveil the new POCO C85
5G, a device that embodies power, performance, and innovation, pushing boundaries in
the budget smartphone segment. " Ken Sekhar, Marketing Head, POCO India, added "At
POCO, our mission has always been to deliver power that lasts—not just in our devices,
but in the experiences we enable. With the POCO C85 5G, we've combined enduring
performance with a modern design and a premium dual-tone finish that users will be proud
to flaunt.” POCO C85 will go on sale exclusively on Flipkart starting 16th December, 2025
on 12 noon, at an introductory price of ¥10,999* for the 4GB+128GB variant, ¥11,999* for
the 6GB+128GB variant, and ¥13,499* for the 8GB+128GB variant.

*’J

HRS Aluglaze Ltd plans to raise up to
Rs. 50.92 crore from public offer

CHANDIGARH - HRS Aluglaze Ltd, engaged in the design, manufacturing, and
installation of aluminium products is planning to raise upto Rs. 50.92 crore from its
public offer. The public offer will open for subscription on 11 December 2025 and will
close on 15 December, 2025. Cumulative Capital Pvt.Ltd is the lead manager of the
offer. Shares will be listed on BSE SME platform. The initial public offering of Rs.
50.92 crore is a fresh issue of 53.04 lakh equity shares including market marker
portion of 2.748 lakh shares. The total issue offered to public involves 50.29 lakh
equity shares for a face value of Rs. 10 each at the price band of Rs. 94-96 per
share.

Out of the total net proceeds from the issue, Rs. 18.30 crore to be utilized towards
funding capital expenditure to set up assembly & glass glazing line at Rajoda,
Ahmedabad for fagade work, Rs. 19 crore towards funding working capital
requirements and remaining for general corporate purposes. Total shares offered in
the retail category stands at 17.85 lakh. Minimum application for individual investors
is 2,400 shares which translates into a minimum investment of Rs. 2,30,400 at offer
price of Rs 96 per share (Higher price band). Lot size is 1,200 shares.

Incorporated in 2012, HRS Aluglaze Ltd is engaged in the design, manufacturing,
and installation of aluminium products, including windows, doors, curtain walls,
cladding, and glazing systems. The Company provides standard and customized
solutions to builders, contractors, architects, and institutions, along with material
supply and procurement support. The manufacturing facility is located at Village
Rajoda, Taluka Bavla, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, with an area of 11,176 square meters,
equipped with CNC precision machinery and powder coating facilities. An expansion
of 13,714 square meters adjoining the current facility is proposed. As on September
30, 2025, the Company has 28 active projects.

All-Round brilliance from
Gaganpreet puts hosts in
command against
(hhattisgarh

Chandigarh, A magnificent all-round
performance from Gaganpreet Singh
placed Chandigarh in a dominant position
against Chhattisgarh on Day 2 of the
ongoing Cooch Behar Trophy Elite match at
the Cricket Stadium, Sector 16.

Resuming their first innings at an overnight
score, Chandigarh posted a massive 398
runs powered by two centurians -
Markanday Panchal (149) and Gaganpreet
Singh (131). Gaganpreet batting at down
seven smashed 18 boundaries and one
six. Contributions from Aditya (33) and
Yuvraj Singh (42) further strengthened the
scoreboard. For Chhattisgarh, Rudra
Pratap Dehari (5/112) was the pick of the
bowlers. In response, Chhattisgarh
struggled to build partnerships and were
eventually bowled out for 186 runs, trailing
by 212 runs at stumps. Opener Tejas
Morey fought hard for his 67 off 156 balls
while captain Vikalp Tiwari added 43.

IRFC-Supported CSR Initiative Launches
Self-Defence Training for Girls in Ludhiana

CHANDIGARH: In a major step
toward strengthening women’s
safety and empowerment, a com-
prehensive Self-Defence Training
Programme has been launched
under the Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) partnership
with the Indian Railway Finance
Corporation (IRFC). The initiative
underscores IRFC’s strong commit-
ment to community welfare, gender
equality, and capacity building
through meaningful social interven-
tions.

Guidance and Leadership

The programme is being imple-
mented under the esteemed guid-
ance of:

Shri Manoj Kumar Dubey, Chairman
& Managing Director, IRFC

Shri Himanshu Jain, IAS, Deputy
Commissioner, Ludhiana

Smt. Pragati Verma, IAS, Additional
Deputy Commissioner, Ludhiana

Smt. Dimple Madan, District
Education Officer, Ludhiana

Shri Kulveer Singh, District Sports
Coordinator, Ludhiana

About the Initiative

Designed for school and college-
going girls, the programme focuses
on essential self-defence tech-
niques aimed at building confi-
dence, discipline, mental resil-
ience, and physical fitness. By
equipping young women with prac-
tical skills, the initiative seeks to
create safer and more inclusive
communities.

Key Features

Training conducted by certified mar-
tial arts trainers and defence
experts Distribution of self-defence
and sports kits to participants

A 12-day intensive training module
emphasizing real-life safety pre-
paredness Participation certificates
awarded under the CSR framework.

Tata Tea Premium Launches Its New Campaign Celebrating
thoughtful gestures that epitomize ‘Premium’ Care

GURUGRAM / FARIDABAD: Tata Tea Premium Care unveils its latest campaign, a thoughtful
tribute to the beauty of caring gestures. Atits heart lies a simple belief: care for the ones we love
should always feel special—it deserves to be premium. The new TVC brings this philosophy of
care to life through a tender, meaningful moment—a husband noticing his wife’s dedication after
along day atwork. Instead of grand gestures, he chooses something deeply personal: replacing
their usual tea with Tata Tea
Premium Care. One cup, brewed
with care, becomes a symbol of
love and warmth. This narrative
reminds us that true care isn't
about extravagance, but about
thoughtfulness. And when that
care s infused with the goodness
of natural ingredients and the
richness of tradition, it transforms
into something truly premium.
Commenting on the campaign, Puneet Das, President — Packaged Beverages, India & South
Asia at Tata Consumer Products, said: “Today, many households are seeking not just great taste,
but credible wellness cues in the choices they make. By combining Tata Tea Premium’s signature
strong Assam blend with carefully selected natural ingredients like Ginger, Elaichi, Tulsi, Mulethi,
and Brahmi—each celebrated for their time-tested wellness benefits—Tata Tea Premium Care
delivers notjust great taste, but the goodness of natural ingredients. It offers a more considered,
premium alternative to regular tea—reflective of care that is truly elevated. This thought of
Premium Care is beautifully brought to life in our new TVC, which portrays an everyday moment
and shows that when you choose Tata Tea Premium Care, you are choosing to transform a
simple chaibreak into an act ofthoughtful well-being.”

TVS motor company celebrates spirit of community,
(amaraderie and innovation at Motosoul 5.0
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MANDI: TVS Motor Company - a lead-
ing global automaker in the two and
three wheeler segment —is hosting the
fifth edition of its flagship motorcycling
festival — TVS MotoSoul - drawing over
8,000 riders from around the world to cel-
ebrate the joy of riding. This vibrant gath-
ering showcases new motorcycles, cus-
tom builds, and immersive experiences
that capture the essence of motorcycling
culture. In its fifth year, MotoSoul is wit-
nessing significant participation from
enthusiasts across the globe reinforcing
its standing in the industry as one of the
most eagerly awaited automotive events.

Key highlights this year include the debut
of the TVS Ronin Agonda, anniversary
edition of the TVS Apache RTX to com-
memorate two decades of the TVS
Apache nameplate, two custom master-
pieces — TVS Ronin Kensai and TVS
Apache RR310 Speediine — crafted with
Smoked Garage, and the exclusive Art
of Protection limited-edition helmet
series for festival visitors. Sudarshan
Venu, Chairman, TVS Motor Company,
said, “TVS Motosoul is a festival that
stands for individuality, custom culture
and youth expression, celebrating our
shared passion for motorcycling.
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5GGS World University Releases Globally Acclaimed
2025 Special Issue on British Colonial Era

AJAY MALHOTRA

FATEHGARH SAHIB: Sri Guru
Granth Sahib World University
achieved a remarkable academic
milestone with the release of the
2025 Special Issue of its UGC-CARE
listed international peer-reviewed
research journal, The Journal of
Religion and Sikh Studies'. The
publication reinforces the University’s
expanding global footprint in scholarly
research.

Hon'ble Vice-Chancellor Prof. (Dr.)
Prit Pal Singh, while unveiling the
issue, expressed immense pride,
stating that the journal has carved out
“a distinct and respected identity in
global academia,” reflecting the
University’s unwavering commitment
to research excellence and
intellectual advancement.

C|V|I Imes re5|dents seek flood relle measures and park upgrades

ANIL VERMA

BATHINDA That civil lines colony is
prone to flooding in rainy season. During
the rainy season rain water enters many
houses and causes heavy financial

Tata Hitachi Showcases the Power of ‘Reliable Orange’ with
Next-Gen Machines and Electric Excavators at EXCON 2025

CHANDIGARH : Tata Hitachi, one of
India’s leading construction machinery
manufacturers, officially opened its pavilion
at EXCON 2025 — South Asia’s largest
construction equipment
exhibition — under the theme
“Reliable Orange.”

Mr. Masafumi Senzaki, the
Representative Executive
Officer, President & Executive
Officer, and COO of Hitachi
Construction Machinery,
Japan, inaugurated the Tata
Hitachi Pavilion at EXCON
2025. His attendance was a
notable event, as it marks
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The newly launched special issue,
dedicated to the British Colonial Era,
comprises fifteen meticulously
reviewed research papers. These
scholarly works delve into diverse
themes, including religious reforms,
political developments, cultural
revolution, linguistic shifts, social
change, literary trends, and judicial

losses. A storage tank has been built in
the premises of Civil Lines Club and
pump has been installed by the Municipal
Corporation to lift the rain water and put it
in main pipe line but the water from side

renewed commitment to India’s
infrastructure growth story and HCM’s
support to Tata Hitachi for more than 4
decades. It also highlighted India’s pivotal

role in Hitachi Construction Machinery
Japan’s global growth strategy.

This year’s theme ‘RELIABLE
ORANGE highlights Tata Hitachi’s
unwavering promise of Quality, Durability,
reliability, and consistent performance, built
on a legacy of trust, engineering
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transformations during colonial rule.
Dean Academic Affairs Prof. (Dr)
Sukhwinder Singh Billing highlighted
that this is the fourth consecutive
special edition focused on an in-
depth analysis of British colonial
history—an initiative that continues to
draw contributions from reputed
scholars across Punjab, various

of Hazi Rattan, Sabzi Mandi and Rajindra
college enters Civil Lines colony floods

excellence, and customer commitment.

than 120,000 units, working with our
esteemed customers, who have come to

lower operating costs while enhancing
productivity, performance, and
sustainability.

Construction Machinery, Japan said, “India

NEWS

Indian states, and international
academic institutions. Chief Editor Dr.
Hardev Singh, Dean of the Faculty of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Studies,
emphasized that the journal adheres.
strictly to UGC’s global academic
and ethical standards. Its Advisory
Board and peer-review team include
distinguished scholars.

that this water does not enter Civil Lines
colony. Itis brought to your kind notice
that there is very less lighting in park
number 33 situated in Civil Lines. In this
park the ladies and children visit in the
evening but due to very less light in the
park and itis difficult to walk and play. Itis
therefore requested that more lights
should be installed in park. Itis requested
that the wall, grill and walkway in the park
should be repaired and painted. It is
requested that one meeting Hall of 15 by
20 feet should be got constructed in the

Gosal, Vice-Chancellor, PAU. Dr A.S.
Dhatt, Director of Research, noted,
“Soil conservation is not just an
environmental concern — it is directly
tied to global food systems, water
security and human well-being.”
Speaking on flood impacts, Dr
Manmohanijit acknowledged that
while floods may temporarily
redistribute nutrients, they generally

the houses. Itis requested thatapump  park so that residents can read cause far greater harm than benefit to
should be installed in Hazi Rattan Areato  newspapers and do meetings of the long-term soil health. He emphasised
lift this water and put it in main pipe so colony. that durable solutions.
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Reliable Orange is embodied in more
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experiencesuperior fuel
efiiciency, durability and
excellent resale value. As
the company continues its
journey with more than
120,000 machines sold, it
reinforces its legacy of
engineering excellence and
customer trust. Tata Hitachi's
portfolio is acknowledged for
providing superior fuel
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is one of the fastest-growing construction
markets in the world, and our
collaboration with Tata Hitachi enables us
to meet the expectations of Indian
customers with world-class machinery
and dependable support.
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Experts Callfor Urgent Soil Rehabilitation Strategies
at National onference on Land and Water Nanagement

——— e wrrEmE CETLED ) L

LUDHIANA: Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) brought together leading
scientists and policy experts for a high-level panel discussion on
“Rehabilitation of Flood-Affected Soils” during the national conference on
“Land and Water Management for Ecological Restoration and Agricultural
Sustainability.” The session was chaired by Dr S.S. Gosal, Vice-Chancellor,
PAU, while Dr J.K. Singh and Dr A.S. Dhatt served as co-chairs.
Renowned experts, including Dr T.B.S. Rajput, Dr Rakesh Sharda, Dr Rajiv
Sikka, Dr J.P. Sharma, and Dr Arya, highlighted urgent measures required to
restore soil structure, fertility and water-holding capacity affected by
flooding, erosion, sedimentation, and nutrient leaching. They underscored
the need for targeted soil testing to assess nutrient losses, especially
nitrogen and phosphorus, and stressed interventions such as desiltation of
dams, increased storage capacity, erosion-control structures, and early-
warning systems for flood-prone regions. They urged farmers to integrate
these recommendations with soil rehabilitation practices.

‘As we face intensifying challenges such as droughts, floods and
degradation of fertile land, we must come together to act now,” said Dr S.S.

1

(ricket Association Pathankot Announces
U-14 Boys Trials for PCA Tournament 2025

VERMA

GURDASPUR: The Cricket Association Pathankot has announced the trials
for the U-14 Boys category for the upcoming PCA Tournament 2025. Sharing
the details, Sunny Mahajan, Secretary of Cricket Association Pathankot, and
Inderjit Singh, Head Coach, informed that the trials are being organized to
encourage young cricketing talent in the district and provide them an
opportunity to secure a place in the district team. According to the officials,
the age eligibility for U-14 Boys is based on the birth dates between
September 1, 2011, and August 31, 2013. All eligible players can participate
in the trials scheduled to be held on December 11, 2025. The trials will take
place at Kuther Cricket Ground, Defence Road, Village Kuther, Pathankot.
They stated that all interested players must report by 10:00 AM. It is
compulsory for the players to wear white cricket uniform while reporting.
Additionally, participants must bring their personal kit bags to avoid any
inconvenience during the trials.
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Big B tries breathing
exercise with yoga
instructor on‘Kaun
Banega Crorepati’

MUMBALI: Veteran Bollywood megastar
Amitabh Bachchan, who hosts the quiz
based reality show ‘Kaun Banega Crore-
pati’, tried breathing exercises during the
recent episode of the show.

Yoga instructor Pratibha Singh from
Udaipur, Rajasthan brought focus to
mindfulness and well-being as she was
welcomed on the hot seat by the Bolly-
wood legend. The interaction turned into
a calm and thoughtful moment, remind-
ing viewers of the power of simple
breathing practices.

Pratibha spoke about the importance of
mental balance and demonstrated Bhra-
mari Pranayama, a yogic breathing tech-
nique known for its calming effect. Using
the ‘KBC'’ stage as a platform, she guid-
ed Amitabh Bachchan and the audience
through the exercise.

Explaining the technique, Pratibha said,
“You may place your hands in any
mudra, such as Prana Mudra or Gyan
Mudra. Sit comfortably in Sukhasana
with your legs crossed, place your hands
gently on your knees, close your eyes,
take a deep breath in, and then exhale
while making a humming sound like a
bee”.

The moment became one of the high-
lights of the episode as Amitabh
Bachchan followed Pratibha's instruc-
tions. She added that the breathing
practice helps calm the mind and is
easy to incorporate into daily rou-
tines. The moment stood out as a
meaningful pause from the game, re-
inforcing how simple mindfulness
practices can bring balance and clari-
ty.

Earlier, on the show contestant Shee-
tal Snigdha Mohrana, a plant patholo-
gy student from Odisha graced the
show, and her interaction with Big B
became one of the most talked-about
moments from the show.

During a chat with Big B, Sheetal
mentioned that no one had ever given
her flowers. Listening to this, Big B
immediately handed her the flowers
and made her smile.

Arjun Rampal expresses gratitude

to audience for 'Dhurandhar

= TN
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ilmmaker Aditya Dhar's latest re-

lease, Dhurandhar, which arrived in

theatres last Friday, has been creat-

ing a strong buzz online, drawing

enthusiastic praise from both audi-
ences and critics.Seeing the audience's abun-
dant love, Arjun Rampal, who plays a pivotal
role in the film, took to Instagram and penned
a note of gratitude."Ladies&Gentlemen, we
were not ready for this. Thank you Thank you
Thank you for this incredible love, support and
acceptance you have given #dhurandhar
which is a vision and passion of one man, my
Boiya (Kashmiri for brother) @adityadhar-
films the day you narrated me the film I real-
ised what an important film you wanted to
make, a story would unfold,in the uniquest
narrative style. the level of research, the depth
in all characters, the creation of each character
from their look to their attitudes. You sur-
prised, kept surprising. But most importantly
you soaked up all the pressure while filming
and never had a bad day. Thank you Boiya.
Love you," he wrote. Arjun further gave a
shout-out to the entire cast and crew. "The man
whose lens I would give anything to be cap-
tured by @vik_now Wow man. You are poeti-
cally brutal. Can't wait to do more. Another
warrior the youngest one @ojas_gautam I can't
thank you enough for the hours you spent with
me prepping for Maj Igbal. Your future is
brighter than all the stars. @shashwatology I

am still grooving. @castingchhabra paaji
thank you for all the confidence you have in
me. @preetisheel @smriti.schauhan you were
the angels of the angel of death @lakshsingh_
@flaviagiumua ty for being my rocks @sainis-
johray for the world u created. Ur passion.
#MrOh and his whole team for the incredible
action.#akshaykhanna you owned it. Ruled it.
Hit it out of the park. More power to you. @ac-
tormaddy you are pure genius. Can't wait to do
scenes with you one day. @duttsanjay you
know I love you.

Thank you for just being you. Big Jappi. @
therakeshbedi Mazza agaya brother. What a
full circle," he wrote. "@saraarjunn congratu-
lations onwards and upwards. To the beast, the
wrath of God. @ranveersingh Hamza. Man it
was a beautiful journey to watch your focus,
determination, mad methods, to stay in char-
acter. You were unabashed, fearless and en-
dearing. Thank u for the ice baths. The last
dance belongs to me. Love you. None of this
would have been possible without the support
of the silent Angel jyotideshpande and @offi-
cialjiostudios whose belief and grit, saw us
through. Thank you Jyoti.I know this is long,

kya kare baddi picture hain. To all those who
read till here. All I can say is welcome to the
cult," Arjun added.

According to trade analyst Taran Adarsh,
the film posted a Day 1 collection of Rs 28.60
crore nett in India, marking one of the stron-
gest openings for a Hindi film this year.As per
Adarsh, the film showed significant momen-
tum as the day progressed. While the mass
belts started slower, there was a noticeable
pickup toward the evening shows. Adarsh
wrote, "#Dhurandhar takes a superb start on
Day 1. The film has opened stronger at major
centers, with national chains contributing a
substantial chunk of the business. The mass
pockets and heartland markets also showed
improvement as the day progressed... Howev-
er, the film needs to make up for the shortfall
in these markets on Saturday and Sunday to
post an impressive opening weekend total. Giv-
en its hefty price tag, #Dhurandhar [Week 1]
FriRs 28.60 cr. #India biz | Official Nett BOC |
#Boxoffice."Dhurandhar is directed by Aditya
Dhar and stars Sanjay Dutt, Arjun Rampal,
Akshaye Khanna, R. Madhavan, and Ranveer
Singh in lead roles.

Karan Tacker, Kalki open up about their roles in their

ctors Karan Tacker and Kalki Koech-

lin are gearing up for the release of

their show 'Bhay - The Gaurav Ti-

wari Mystery', which is inspired by
real events tied to the life and work of India's
first paranormal investigator, Gaurav Tiwari.
On Monday, the trailer of the show was un-
veiled. Check it out here.

The actors also opened up about their char-
acters. For Karan, it was not easy to portray
the role of Gaurv Tiwari in the show. He said,
"Taking on this role was one of the toughest
experiences I've had, because I was portraying
someone who genuinely believed he was deal-
ing with forces far beyond what we can fully

upcoming series ‘Bhay - The Gaurav Tiwari Mystery'

grasp, and who tragically left this world under
unsettling circumstances. Filming his story
shook me in ways I didn't expect; he was some-
one who wanted to be understood and acknowl-
edged, and I'm grateful that, in some small way,
I could help bring his journey to light. To un-
derstand Gaurav, I had to recognise the cour-
age it takes to follow a calling most people ques-
tion. His life was filled with doubt, pressure,
and real danger, yet he never stopped chasing
the truth. Portraying him was intense and
changed me as an artist. I'm thankful I got to
bring India's first paranormal investigator to
the screen and step into a world that is both
real and eerily unexplainable, and I'm excited

for viewers to experience the emotion, mys-
tery, and sheer intensity that shaped his
path."Kalki Koechlin, who plays Irene Venkat,
added, "Irene's journey is about looking be-
yond perception. She begins with skepticism,
but as she learns about Gaurav after his pass-
ing, she realizes the numerous layers that were
apart of his life and work. That emotional shift
was one major factor that drew me to the role.
Playing Irene allowed me to explore that bal-
ance between curiosity and vulnerability, and
it was a privilege to bring that to screen."Bhay
- The Gaurav Tiwari Mystery will premiere
from 12th December exclusively on Amazon
MX Player

Joyful memories of our life together can never be erased,” says
Hema in emotional post on Dharmendra’s ) Oth birth anniversary

ctress-politician Hema Malini re-

membered her husband, the iconic

Bollywood star, Dharmendra, on

his 90th birth anniversary, reflect-

ing on their life together and the
heartbreak of losing him. Hema expressed her
pain and how she is "slowly gathering up the
pieces and trying to reconstruct my life" after
his demise."Dharam ji Happy birthday my
dear heart More than two weeks have passed
since you left me heartbroken, slowly gather-
ing up the pieces and trying to reconstruct my
life, knowing that you will always be with me
in spirit," she wrote on her Instagram.Hema
expressed gratitude for their joyful years to-
gether, their two daughters, and the moments
that continue to bring her "solace and happi-
ness." "The joyful memories of our life togeth-
er can never be erased and just reliving those
moments bring me great solace and happiness.
I thank God for our lovely years together, for
our two beautiful girls who reaffirm our love
for each other and for all the beautiful, happy
memories that will remain with me in my
heart," she added in the post.She prayed for
Dharmendra's peace, acknowledging his hu-
mility, kindness, and love for humanity. "On
your birthday My prayers for God to grant you
the wealth of peace and happiness that you
richly deserve for your humility and goodness
of heart and your love for humanity. Happy
birthday dear love Our happy 'together' mo-
ments," Hema wrote while concluding the
post.

Dharam jiHappy birthday my dear
heart More than two weeks have passed since
you left me heartbroken, slowly gathering up
the pieces and trying to reconstruct my life,
knowing that you will always be with me in
spirit. The joyful memories of our life together
can never be... pic.twitter.com/zY3QBJNOYE

— Hema Malini (@dreamgirlhema) De-
cember 8, 2025

Abhay Deol also paid tribute to his uncle,
Dharmendra, with a throwback picture and a
special message. "Must've been 1985 or '86. I
had just been scolded so I was upset. He called
me to him, sat me down by his side and said,

"look at the light", and had the photographer
click this pic. I look forward to the moment I
hear him say those words to me again, when
my time comes. Today was his birthday."

Earlier, Hema Malini shared heartfelt
throwback photos of late actor Dharmendra, of-
fering a rare glimpse into her personal memo-
ries, which also featured her daughters, Esha
Deol and Ahana Deol.Taking to her Instagram,
Hema Malini shared a series of photos while re-
membering the actor and her precious "family
moments" with him. The series of images fea-
tured photos of Dharmendra and Hema Malini.
It also included candid snaps of Esha Deol and
Ahana Deol with their father.While sharing the
photos, the actress wrote, "Some lovely family
moments... simply treasured photos. I know it is
a surfeit of photos but these have not been pub-
lished and my emotions are unfolding as I see
these," wrote Hema Malini.Bollywood legend
Dharmendra, fondly known as the industry's
'He-Man', passed away on November 24, 2025,
leaving a void in Hindi cinema. Known for his
gentle smile, charismatic screen presence, and
six-decade-long career, Dharmendra remained a
beloved figure on and off screen. To honour his
life and legacy, the Deol family organised a
prayer meet, titled 'Celebration of Life', at Sea-
side Lawns, Taj Lands End in Bandra, Mumbai,
on Thursday.In an emotional moment, the en-
tire Deol family, including Sunny Deol, Bobby
Deol, and Karan Deol, expressed their gratitude
to the attendees, with the family members fold-
ing their hands in appreciation for the outpour-
ing of support.

Jagadhatri actress Sonakshi Batra
calls her first scene with Sayantani
Ghosh ‘an enriching experience’

CHANDIGARH: Zee TV'’s newly launched show Jaga-
dhatri has been receiving immense love from viewers for
its gripping storyline filled with drama, suspense, and
high-octane action. The show stars popular actors like So-
nakshi Batra(Jagadhatri), Farman Haider(Shivaay),
Sayantani Ghosh(Maya), and others. It follows the journey
of Jagadhatri (played by
Sonakshi Batra), a
seemingly invisible girl
who evolves into a fear-
less undercover agent.
Its gripping storyline has
quickly made it a favour-
ite among viewers.

As the story progresses,
audiences are now wit-
nessing one of the most
thrilling tracks yet. In the
recent episodes, the nar-
rative has taken a major
turn with the engage-
ment of Tapasya (Jaga-
dhatri’s sister) and Rudra
(Maya’s cousin). This se-
quence marks a signifi-
cant moment as the
show’s two powerful fe-
male characters, Maya
and Jagadhatri, come
face-to-face for the very
first time. The anticipa-
tion surrounding this en-
counter has been sky-
high, and viewers are ea-
ger to see how the dy-
namic between Jagadha-
tri and Maya unfolds from here.

Speaking about shooting this pivotal sequence, actress
Sonakshi Batra, shared her enriching experience of work-
ing opposite TV’s popular star Sayantani Ghosh. She said,
“It's great working with Sayantani Ghosh. She has remark-
able poise and a natural flair and ease with which she per-
forms. She brings a sense of calm confidence to every sit-
uation.”

Reflecting on their first major confrontation scene, Sonak-
shi added, “When Maya and Jagadhatri finally came face-
to-face, | genuinely felt what a powerful moment it was, not
just for the story, but for me as an actor. Sharing the frame
with someone as seasoned as Sayantani ma’am was an
enriching experience. There was so much to learn from
her. Her precision, her energy, her ability to switch into
character so effortlessly. Performing opposite her pushed
me to bring my best to the scene. She was warm, support-
ive, and incredibly inspiring throughout.”

With such gripping drama and strong performances, Jaga-
dhatri continues to keep audiences hooked as the storyline
moves into even more intense territory. Are you ready to
find out what fireworks await between Maya and Jagadha-
tri in the upcoming episodes?

Stay hooked to the story that’s winning hearts, watch
Jagadhatri every day at 10 PM only on Zee TV!
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'The Housemaid' to be
released in India on
January 2

ydney Sweeney and Amanda Seyfried-starrer The
SHousemaid is all set to be released in India on Janu-

ary 2, 2026. Adapted from Freida McFadden's best-
selling novel, the film brings a high-impact suspense story
to the big screen,
exploring the hid-
den truths be-
hind seemingly
perfect homes.
The Housemaid
marks their first
psychological
face-off - two of
Hollywood's
strongest female
leads navigating
a tense, intricate
web of secrets
and deception.
The film also
stars Brandon
Sklenar (Andrew
Winchester),
Michele Morrone
(Enzo), and Eliz-
abeth Perkins
(Evelyn Win-
chester), adding
layers of intensity
and complexity
to this domestic thriller.Set inside the Winchester house-
hold, the story follows Millie (Sweeney) as she steps into
what appears to be a dream job as a live-in housemaid,
only to discover that the family's polished exterior conceals
manipulation, hidden motives, and startling revelations.
Blurring the line between trust and betrayal, the film im-
merses audiences in a world where every corner holds a
secret - a chilling exploration of control, deception, and do-
mestic power dynamics, read a press note. Directed by
Paul Feig, who makes an exciting creative shift from com-
edy to psychological thrillers, The Housemaid is brought to
India by PVRINOX Pictures.

Putzmeister announces
Cricket Legend Jonty Rhodes
as Brand Ambassador

BENGALURU: Putzmeister Concrete Machines, a global
leader in concrete pumping and construction equipment
solutions, today announced the onboarding of legendary
South African cricketer Jonty Rhodes as its Brand Ambas-
sador.

Recognised worldwide for his unmatched agility, precision,
and performance on the

field, Jonty Rhodes embod- I

eANTM R i

ies the same values that de-
fine Putzmeister’s engineer-
ing and innovation excel-
lence. Through this strategic
partnership, Putzmeister In-
dia aims to strengthen its
brand presence, deepen
customer engagement, and
inspire trust in its next-gen-
eration, high-performance
product portfolio.

Speaking about the associa-
tion, Mr Kanjanabha Bhat-
tacharyya, Managing Direc-
tor, Putzmeister India, said:
“We are delighted to wel-
come Jonty Rhodes to the Putzmeister family. He stands
for reliability, discipline, hard work and agility. These are
qualities that align with our commitment to our internal and
external stakeholders. As Putzmeister, we look forward to
continuing to bring sustainable change and raise the bar
for superior performance in the construction industry, much
like how Jonty Rhodes brought to the game of cricket.”

On joining Putzmeister as Brand Ambassador, Jonty Rho-
des shares:

“Putzmeister represents excellence in engineering and a
passion for pushing boundaries something | have always
believed in as an athlete. | cherish values of trust, reliability
and being concrete leaders of Putzmeister strongly relata-
ble to me. | am excited to partner with a brand that is shap-
ing the future of the construction industry in India with in-
novation, technology, and customer focused solutions.”
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