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NEW DELHI, FEB 9

The Lok Sabha was adjourned 
for the day on Monday amid a 
stand-off between the govern-
ment and the opposition over 
Rahul Gandhi's demand that he 
be allowed to speak before the 
discussion on the Union Budget 
begins.

When the House met at 2 pm 
after two adjournments, Sand-
hya Ray, who was in the Chair, 
asked Congress member Shashi 
Tharoor to initiate the debate on 
the Budget.

Tharoor told the Chair that Gandhi, being 
the Leader of Opposition (LoP), should be al-
lowed to raise certain points before he starts 
his speech.

The impasse came to a head in the after-
noon sitting when Gandhi insisted that the 
Chair had earlier assured him an opportunity 
to raise certain issues before the Budget de-
bate. “The Speaker personally committed to us 
that I would be allowed to speak here and raise 
some points before the Budget discussion. Now 
you are going back on your word, so I would 
like to know whether I am allowed to speak on 
those points or not,” Gandhi said amid loud 
support from Opposition benches.

The Chair, however, ruled that while 
Gandhi was free to participate in the Budget 
discussion, she could not permit him to raise 
the matter he was referring to as no prior no-
tice had been submitted. She maintained that 

without a formal notice, she lacked the author-
ity to allow a separate intervention. As the 
uproar continued and sloganeering intensi-
fied, the House was adjourned for the day.

Earlier, the Lok Sabha had been adjourned 
till 2.00 PM following sustained protests by Op-
position members over a range of issues, in-
cluding demands for a discussion on the India–
US interim trade framework. When the House 
reconvened at noon after an earlier adjourn-
ment, Opposition MPs again moved into the 
well of the House and raised slogans. Although 
official papers were laid on the Table, proceed-
ings could not continue smoothly.

The Chair called upon members to pro-
ceed with the general discussion on the union 
Budget 2026–27, presented by Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman on February 1. However, 
as disruptions persisted, the proceedings were 
adjourned until 2.00 PM, resulting in no legis-
lative business being transacted during that 
period. 

UNI 
CHANDIGARH, FEB 9 

An incident that has sent shockwaves 
through the academic community, a 
first-year law student was shot dead by 
her classmate inside a classroom in 
Tarn Taran on Monday morning.

The assailant, identified as Abhiraj 
Singh, subsequently turned the weapon 
on himself and committed suicide at the 
scene. The entire horrific episode, 
which occurred around 9:00 AM, was 
captured on the college’s CCTV camer-
as.

The victim, 20-year-old Sandeep 
Kaur, was a first-year student at the 
local law college. According to CCTV 

footage, the classroom 
was buzzing with stu-
dents awaiting the start of 
lectures when Abhiraj 
entered, brandishing a 
pistol. He reportedly ap-
proached Sandeep, who 
was seated on a bench 
with a friend, and en-
gaged in a brief, heated 
argument. In a matter of 
seconds, he pointed the 
firearm at her head and 
fired at point-blank range. 
As the victim collapsed, 
the assailant immediately 
reloaded the weapon and shot himself in 
the head.

The sound of gunfire triggered a 
stampede-like situation as panicked stu-

dents fled the room. While 
Sandeep died instantly due to 
the severity of the head wound, 
Abhiraj was rushed to a near-
by hospital where he was de-
clared dead. Preliminary po-
lice investigations suggest the 
motive may be linked to a case 
of one-sided attraction, though 
authorities are exploring all 
possible angles.

The victim’s mother, Har-
jinder Kaur, leveled serious al-
legations against the college 
management, claiming they 
initially misled the family by 

stating that Sandeep had sustained mi-
nor injuries in a "small fight."

Law student shot dead by classmate in Tarn Taran ; assailant kills selfGovt-oppn lock 
horns in LS, House 
adjourned for day

BUREAU 
CHANDIGARH, FEB 9 

Chief Minister  Nayab Singh 
Saini said that Haryana has 
now become a powerhouse of 
sports. The state not only pro-
duces crops but also 
champions on the play-
ing field. He said Hary-
ana is no longer known 
only as the land of 
farmers and soldiers, 
but has earned a na-
tionwide identity as a 
land of sports. From 
National Games to the 
Olympics, Haryana’s 
presence is being felt 
across the country. The 
government’s objective 
is that no talented 
sportsperson in the 
state should lag behind 
due to lack of resourc-
es.

The Chief Minister was 
addressing the gathering on 
Monday at Tau Devi Lal Sta-
dium, Gurugram, after inau-
gurating the Chief Minister’s 

Cup and distributing awards 
to medal winners of the 38th 
National Games. He awarded 
prize money worth about ₹24 
crore to 417 medal winners 
and participating players of 
the National Games. He also 

honoured hockey player Pad-
ma Shri Savita Punia. He 
said the event is a celebration 
of Haryana’s sporting talent, 
discipline, hard work and de-

termination, and that Guru-
gram’s sacred land was wit-
nessing two sporting celebra-
tions simultaneously. Pres-
ent on the occasion were In-
dustries and Commerce 
Minister Rao Narbir Singh, 

Pataudi MLA Bimla 
Chaudhary, Sports De-
partment Additional 
Chief Secretary Vijay 
Singh Dahiya and Sports 
Director Parth Gupta.

Sh. Nayab Singh 
Saini said sports plat-
forms give wings to the 
dreams of youth, and 
athletes take a pledge to 
take the pride of the na-
tion to greater heights. 
Haryana’s players de-
livered an outstanding 
performance in the 38th 
National Games held in 
Uttarakhand. A total of 
689 players from the 

state participated in 33 dif-
ferent sports and won 153 
medals, proving that Hary-
ana has become a sports 
powerhouse. 

Haryana CM honours 417 sports-
persons with prize money

BUREAU 
CHANDIGARH, FEB 9 

Determined to confront Punjab’s drug crisis 
by reclaiming its sporting legacy, the Bhag-
want Mann Government on Monday ap-
proved the launch of the Punjab Cricket 
League (PCL), positioning sports as a stra-
tegic intervention for youth empowerment 
rather than a token outreach programme. 

Planned on the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) model with district and regional 
teams and backed by institutional partner-
ships with the Board of Control for Cricket 
in India (BCCI) and the Punjab Cricket As-
sociation (PCA), the league is intended to 
systematically identify, groom and chan-
nel young talent into professional path-
ways, while simultaneously building a 
wider ecosystem of district- and state-level 
leagues across multiple sports to pull the 
state’s youth decisively away from drugs 
and towards discipline, opportunity and 
national representation.

Sharing a few snippets from the follow-

ing meeting, CM Bhagwant Singh Mann 
wrote: “Today in Chandigarh, held a meet-
ing with senior officials of the Department 
of Sports and Youth Services to discuss 
various issues, with a focused deliberation 
on promoting sports culture across the 
state. All officials were directed to make 
their maximum contribution towards en-
couraging youth to take up sports, with the 
objective of building a healthy and fit soci-
ety. The government is consistently work-
ing to restore sports culture in Punjab and 
to reconnect the youth with playgrounds 
across the state.”

Pb govt approves Punjab Cricket League to channel 
youth towards sports, away from drugs: CM Mann
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I, Sheena Goel D/o Pawan 
Goel R/o 279, 2nd Floor, 
Suncity, Kaithal (Haryana) 
Have Changed My Name 
From Sheena Goel To 
Sheena. Concerned Please 
Note.

84451
I, Renu, wife of Sh.Preetam 
Singh, resident of H.no 
2615/1 Ram Darbar, phase -
II, Chandigarh have changed 
my minor son Name From 
Aron to Aron Grace

491263
I, Yash Behal, son of Gulshan 
Rai, resident of House No. 
10-B, Street No. 24, hereby 
declare that the names Yash 
Behal, Yashpal, and Yashpal 
Behal refer to one and the 
same person.

846213



Police's crackdown on
4g/5g telecom thefts
continues; 17 more held
NEERAJ  SHARMA  
CHANDIGARH: In a major and sustained
crackdown on the theft of critical 4G/5G
telecom infrastructure targeting Bharti
Airtel Limited, Punjab Police has arrested
an additional 17 individuals, taking the
total count to 126 arrests and 140 First
Information Reports (FIRs) registered
across the state. These decisive
enforcement actions have averted
widespread disruption of essential public
telecom services. Following the reports of
thefts involving high-value 4G/5G
infrastructure, a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) was constituted on the orders
of Director General of Police (DGP)
Punjab Gaurav Yadav. The SIT, headed
by Chairman Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Rajpal Singh Sandhu, worked in
close coordination with district police
units to apprehend the accused and
make massive recoveries of stolen
equipment. Providing details, SIT
Chairman IGP Rajpal Sandhu stated that
the accused specifically targeted high-
value GUC1 Cards (Base Band Units),
which are critical for the transmission of
4G and 5G signals. "The entire theft
operation was executed in under two
minutes, after which the culprits fled the
scene," he said. These thefts had caused
significant disruptions to telecom services
in affected areas, depriving the public of
essential voice and data connectivity.
Using a combination of technical
surveillance and human intelligence,
Punjab Police has successfully
dismantled the networks involved in these
thefts, said the IGP, while adding, "Further
investigation is underway to trace both
forward and backward linkages.
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NPS Kurali hosts "melody & masterstrokes"
art & music event
KURALI (SHASHI PAL JAIN): National Public School, Kurali, proudly presented the
“Melody & Masterstrokes” open art and music event on 8 February 2026 at Amayra
Emporio, Kharar. The celebration aimed to provide a joyful platform for young minds
to express their talent, confidence, and creativity through music and art.  The pro-
gramme was organised under the guidance of school management members, Chair-
person Ms. Santosh Sharma, Manager Mr. Aman Sharma, Treasurer Mr. Ish Aggar-
wal and School Principal Ms. MadhuKalia. The event was open for all, promising an
exciting day of colours, music, and artistic expressions. The event featured competi-
tions and activities including:Colouring Competition for children under 8 years. 

CHANDIGARH
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PANCHKUKLA, FEB 9

A Grand Blessing Ceremony at
DAV-8, Panchkula, organised a
grand celebration titled “Tejasvi
Bhava” to extend good luck and
best wishes to the students of
Classes X and XII for their forth-
coming board examinations. 

The event also served as a
warm and memorable farewell
for the outgoing students of
Class XII.The program com-
menced with a sacred Hawan,
seeking the blessings of the
Almighty for the success and
bright future of the students.
This was followed by the light-
ing of the Lamp of Knowledge
by the Head of the Institution,
Mrs Ritu Dilbagi, along with
other esteemed staff members,
symbolising wisdom, positivity,
and enlightenment.Students of
Class XI extended a heartfelt

welcome to their seniors of Class
XII by sharing fond memories
and conferring titles upon each
student, making the occasion
both emotional and joyful. Ad-
dressing the gathering, the prin-
cipal showered her blessings
and wished the students success
in all their future endeavours.
Adding grace to the celebration,
the Class XII students honored
their respected principal and
teachers by bestowing special ti-
tles as a mark of gratitude and
admiration. 

The ramp walk by the Class
XII students was the highlight of
the event, during which Mr
DAV was awarded to Dhruv
Jangra and Miss DAV to La-
vanya of Class XIIThe cultural
program featured melodious
solo and choir songs along with
graceful dance performances by
students of Classes X and XI. 

“Tejasvi Bhava: Blessings,
farewell & new beginnings”

DALJEET AJNOHA
HOSHIARPUR,  FEB 9

Deputy Commissioner
Ashika Jain informed that
"Nature Fest-2026" will be
grandly organised at Lajwan-
ti Stadium, Hoshiarpur, from
February 13 to 17. Presiding
over a review meeting held
today at the district adminis-
trative complex, she issued
necessary directives to offi-
cials from relevant depart-
ments.

The Deputy Commissioner
stated that Nature Fest is a
significant event for the dis-
trict, which will see partici-
pation from a large number
of people, tourists, students
and various organisations.
She emphasised giving top
priority to security arrange-
ments, traffic management,
cleanliness and basic facili-

ties. She directed that robust
security measures, adequate
CCTV cameras, uninterrupt-
ed power supply, amusement
rides, safe drinking water,
temporary toilets, fire safety
arrangements and availabili-
ty of emergency services be
ensured throughout the ven-
ue.During the meeting, de-
tailed reviews were conduct-
ed on stage construction, stall
allotment, food stall arrange-
ments, cultural programmes,
parking, lighting, sanitation,
waste management, drinking
water, temporary toilets,
medical aid and other facili-
ties. The Deputy Commis-
sioner instructed all depart-
ments to work in coordina-
tion and complete prepara-
tions in a time-bound manner
to make Nature Fest-2026
successful, safe and memo-
rable.

RAKESH JINDAL 
PATIALA, FEB 9

Justice Sh. H.S. Grewal, Ad-
ministrative Judge, Hon’ble
High Court of Punjab and
Haryana, inspected Central
Jail, Patiala and New District
Jail, Nabha and conducted an
inspection of the District
Courts, along with the Media-
tion and Conciliation Centre
at District Courts Complex,
Patiala. 

On this inspection, Sh. Av-
tar Singh, learned District
and Sessions Judge, Patiala
was also present. During the
inspection of the jails, the
Hon’ble Judge interacted
with the jail authorities as

well as inmates and reviewed
the facilities being provided to
unde rtrial prisoners and con-
victs. Emphasis was laid on
ensuring access to legal aid,
timely disposal of cases and
safeguarding the rights and
dignity of inmates. 

Besides, the Hon’ble Judge
inspected the functioning of
District courts and held inter-
actions with Judicial Officers
and staff. 

The Hon’ble Judge appreci-
ated the efforts being made
for effective administration of
justice and issued necessary
directions for further im-
provement in court function-
ing, infrastructure and serv-
ice delivery. 

Justice Grewal inspects jails and
district courts and mediation and

conciliation Centre, Patiala

Nature fest-2026 to be held at Lajwanti
Stadium from Feb 13-17: Ashika Jain

CHANDIGARH, FEB 9

Shri Mahesh Kumar Sharma,
Director (Finance), NHPC
Limited hands over the key of
two state-of-the-art ICU ambu-
lances to Sudarshan Sewa
Sansthan, Jodhpur on 5 Feb-
ruary 2026 in the presence of
the Hon’ble Governor of Pun-
jab. 

The Governor of Punjab
Shri Gulab Chand Kataria
dedicated two state-of-the-art
ICU ambulances to Sudarshan
Sewa Sansthan, Jodhpur on
05 February 2026 under
NHPC Limited’s Corporate So-
cial Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiative. 

During the dedication cer-
emony, Shri Mahesh Kumar
Sharma, Director (Finance),
NHPC Limited along with sen-
ior officials were present. The
initiative involved the pro-
curement of one Advanced
Life Support (ALS) ambulance
equipped with a transport
ventilator and one Basic Life
Support (BLS) ambulance at a

total project cost of ? 44.09
lakh. Executed through Su-
darshan Sewa Sansthan,
Jodhpur the project aims to
strengthen emergency health-
care infrastructure in the re-
mote and sensitive border re-
gions of Rajasthan. 

Addressing on the occa-
sion, the Governor of Punjab,
Shri Gulab Chand Kataria, ap-
preciated NHPC’s CSR initia-
tives, particularly the provi-
sion of ICU ambulances and
expressed his pleasure in ded-
icating two modern ambu-
lances to Sudarshan Sewa
Sansthan, Jodhpur which will
significantly strengthen emer-

gency healthcare in the re-
mote and sensitive border re-
gions of Rajasthan. 

He commended NHPC for
their commitment to public
service and emphasized the
importance of effective utiliza-
tion of these ambulances to
provide timely medical assis-
tance and enhance healthcare
services for people in these
strategically important areas.
Speaking on the occasion, Shri
Mahesh Kumar Sharma, Di-
rector (Finance), NHPC Limit-
ed said that beyond power gen-
eration, Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility remains an inte-
gral part of NHPC’s ethos. 

Governor of Punjab dedicates ICU Ambulances provided
by NHPC to strengthen border healthcare in Rajasthan

ASHISHPURI 
KAPURTHALA, FEB 9

Following the directions of
the Punjab Government, a
72-hour special operation
named ‘Prahar-2’ has been
launched across Punjab
starting today to crack down
on wanted criminals, gang-
sters, and absconding ac-
cused. As part of this drive,
Kapurthala Police carried
out strict action today and
achieved major success by
conducting raids in sensitive
areas. SSP Gaurav Toora
stated that during the search
operations conducted under
‘Prahar-2’, Kapurthala Po-
lice rounded up a total of 45
suspected individuals, out of
which 15 accused were ar-

rested. This action was
specifically carried out in the
drug-prone hotspot area of
Mohalla Mehtabgarh.

According to the SSP, the
earlier Operation Prahar-1
had also been highly success-
ful, leading to the arrest of a
large number of suspects
and effectively curbing crim-
inal activities.

Providing further de-
tails, SSP Kapurthala Gau-
rav Toora said that this op-
eration will continue for 72
hours, during which wanted
accused involved in criminal
cases will be apprehended.
He emphasized that the dis-
trict police remain fully alert
against criminals and no one
involved in crime will be
spared.

‘Prahar-2’ operation: 15 accused arrested,
and narcotics recovered : SSP TOORA

Sunny Enclave police arrests 
2 with 10.20 gram heroin

KHARAR (SHASHI PAL JAIN): Sunny Enclave Police Post has
arrested 2 youths travelling in a car and recovered 10.20 grams
of heroin during a Naka and a case has been registered against
them under the NDPS Act.  
Giving information in this regard, Kharar DSP Karan Singh

Sandhu said that the police saw a BMW car coming during a
Naka near Nijjar Chowk in which 2 youths were sitting and
black nets were installed on the windows of the car. A sticker
of the police logo was pasted on the left side corner of the front
of the car.

They told the police their names as Amandeep Singh and
Harmanjit Singh. On search, 10.20 grams of heroin, drug mon-
ey worth Rs 10,000, an electronic device and 4 mobile phones
were recovered from them.

SUMER GARG
MALERKOTLA, FEB 9

A deputation of Sangrur Dis-
trict Industrial Chamber
(SDIC), Block Malerkotla un-
der the leadership of District
President, Sajiv Sood met the
deputy commissioner (DC),
Malerkotla, Mr. Viraj Shyam.

The deputationists lodged
a complaint to the DC, regard-
ing the construction of an ille-
gal factory on Naudhrani
Road for the processing of

bones of dead animals and
also discussed the situation in
detail.  The DC assured the
deputationists that he would
look into the matter personal-
ly and take an appropriate ac-
tion.

Besides the others,  San-
jeev Chopra district vice
chairman; Amar Gupta, dis-
trict PRO; Mr. Mukesh Dua,
Mr. Bhushan Diwan, Mr.
Hakam Singh and Ashwani
Jain were present on the oc-
casion.

Panic creates over illegal construction
of bones processing unit

Dr Pushpinder Gill assumes charge as 
VC of Maharaja Bhupinder Singh Punjab

Sports University
PATIALA (TAPINDER SINGH ): Newly appointed Vice-Chan-
cellor of Maharaja Bhupinder
Singh Punjab Sports University,
Patiala, Dr Pushpinder Singh
Gill officially assumed charge
today at the university office lo-
cated on Mall Road. On this oc-
casion, Patiala MLA Ajitpal
Singh Kohli, renowned actor
Karamjit Anmol and several
other prominent personalities
specially attended the event to
congratulate Dr Gill. 

They expressed confidence
that under his leadership, the
Sports University would
achieve new heights.Vice-Chancellor Dr. Pushpinder Singh Gill
thanked Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann and outlined his
priorities, stating that by promoting sports and nurturing ath-
letes, Punjab Sports University would play a significant role in
eliminating the scourge of drug abuse from the state. Dr Gill fur-
ther shared that the Punjab Government, particularly Finance
Minister Harpal Singh Cheema and Health Minister Dr. Balbir
Singh, has assured him of full support for the university. Dr.
Gill added that the Punjab Government is developing sports sta-
diums in villages across the state, and the Sports University will
make every possible effort to fulfill the vision set by Chief Min-
ister Bhagwant Singh Mann. 

SHASHI PAL JAIN
MOHALI,  FEB 9

Deputy Commissioner Komal
Mittal chaired a meeting of
the District Road Safety Com-
mittee to review road safety
measures and traffic manage-
ment across the district and is-
sued necessary directions to
concerned departments for
immediate action.

Emphasizing the need to
streamline traffic movement
and enhance commuter safe-
ty, the Deputy Commissioner
directed officials to identify
and fix black spots on priori-
ty. 

Instructions were also is-
sued for installation of speed
limit signboards, marking of
zebra crossings at key loca-
tions, repair and maintenance
of road dividers, and erection
of “No Parking” boards to reg-
ulate vehicular movement
and prevent congestion. 

The Deputy Commission-
er stressed coordinated efforts
among all departments to en-
sure safer roads and effective
enforcement of traffic regula-
tions. Officials were asked to

carry out regular inspections
and submit progress reports
on the implementation of the
directions. 

The meeting was attended
by officials from the National

Highways Authority of India
(NHAI), GMADA, Municipal
Corporation Mohali, Munici-
pal Councils, Public Works
Department (PWD) and Traf-
fic Police.

DC reviews district road safety committee meeting;
issues directions to improve traffic management

KLM International school
organizes community
service camp

VERMA
GURDASPUR: K.L.M International School
organized a community service camp as a
commendable initiative in the direction of
social welfare. The primary objective of
the camp was to create health awareness
among people in rural areas and students,
as well as to encourage their academic
talent. During the camp, a health check-up
facility was set up in which blood sugar
(glucose) and blood pressure tests were
conducted for students and villagers. In
addition, sanitary pads were distributed
among women and adolescent girls to
promote awareness about hygiene and
health. Apart from this, drawing and
writing competitions were organized for
students. Students who delivered
outstanding performances in these
competitions were honored with gifts by
the school management, which greatly
boosted their morale. On this occasion,
the Chairman of the school, Mr. Surender
Mahajan, stated that students from rural
areas should also have access to quality
education so that they can progress in life
and contribute to the development of the
nation. 

NEERAJ SHARMA 
CHANDIGARH, FEB 9  

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has been observing Fi-
nancial Literacy Week (FLW)
annually since 2016 with a
view to promoting financial
awareness among various
sections of society through fo-
cused themes. Financial Liter-
acy Week 2026, being ob-
served from February 9 to 13,
2026, marks the 11th edition
of this flagship initiative of
the Reserve Bank.

The week-long pro-
gramme aims to enhance pub-
lic awareness on key financial
aspects, encourage responsi-
ble financial behaviour and
strengthen trust in the formal
financial system.Financial
Literacy Week 2026 was inau-
gurated today in Chandigarh
by Vivek Srivastava, Regional
Director, RBI Chandigarh.
The theme for this year is
“KYC –Your First Step to Safe
Banking”. 

The theme is supported
by sub-themes focusing on the
Basics of Know Your Cus-

tomer (KYC), Central KYC
Registry (CKYC), and Ac-
count Hygiene and Discipline,
with the objective of sensitis-
ing the public about the im-
portance of maintaining up-
dated customer information
and adopting safe banking
practices.Addressing the
gathering, Shri Vivek Srivas-
tava emphasised that KYC is a
critical regulatory and risk-
mitigation measure which
forms the backbone of safe
and secure banking. 

He highlighted the impor-
tance of timely updation of
KYC details by customers to
prevent misuse of accounts
and financial frauds. He also
underscored the significant
role played by the Central

KYC Records Registry (CKY-
CR) in ensuring seamless
sharing of verified customer
information across banks and
financial institutions. Stress-
ing the need for continuous
vigilance, he cautioned
against cyber frauds, digital
scams and money mule activ-
ities, and urged customers to
remain alert and disciplined
in their banking behaviour.

He noted that after initial
challenges, the CKYCR sys-
tem has stabilised and is now
functioning as an effective
tool to enhance transparency
and security in the banking
system.As part of Financial
Literacy Week 2026, the Re-
serve Bank, in collaboration
with banks.

RBI Chandigarh inaugurates Financial Literacy Week 
with focus on public awareness and financial security

BALWINDER AZAD
BHADOUR, FEB 9  

Miri Piri Khalsa College
Bhadaur, the leading institu-
tion of the area, is working
under the management of
Shiromani Gurdwara Par-
bandhak Committee Shri Am-
ritsar Sahib. 

The institution is recog-
nized by the Punjab School
Education Board Mohali,
Punjabi University Patiala
and All India Council for
Technical Education. While
this institution is playing an
important role in sports, cul-
tural activities and religious
fields for students, it is also
making its special contribu-

tion in the field of education.
The students of the institution
performed excellently in the
M. A. Part I, Semester II re-
sults announced by Punjabi
University Patiala recently.
Punjabi Department Head Dr.
Mandeep Kaur and Class In-
charge Prof. Hardeep Singh
informed that in this exami-
nation result, students Man-
preet Kaur daughter of S.
Gurmail Singh and
Jaswinder Kaur daughter of
S. Harbans Singh secured the
first position by securing
SGPA- 8.60 marks respective-
ly. Kamaldeep Kaur daughter
of S. Makhan Singh secured
the second position by secur-
ing SGPA- 8.40 marks. 

Miri Piri Khalsa College Bhadaur's M. A. Punjabi,
Part I, Semester II results excellent

AJAY MALHOTRA
FATEHGARH SAHIB, FEB 9

On the auspicious occasion of
Maha Shivratri, Shiv Shakti
Samaj Seva Dal, Bassi
Pathana, is set to organising
the 17th Grand Shobha Yatra
on February 13, 2025 (Friday),
continuing its rich tradition
of religious and social service.

Sharing details, senior
spokespersons and organisers
of the committee Puneet Goel
(Pintu), Sanjeev Sachdev and
Vicky visited the ancient Shiv
Temple near the Post Office
and extended a formal invita-
tion to the temple manage-
ment committee for the event.

They informed that the
Shobha Yatra will commence
at 2:00 PM from Shri Sheetla
Mata Mandir near Telephone
Exchange. The procession
will pass through the main
market of the city, move to-
wards the Old Grain Market
and finally conclude at Dera
Swami Narainpuri, Bassi
Pathana. Alongside the yatra,
a grand Bhandara will also be
organised at 12:00 noon.

The organisers further
added that a devotional Jaggo
of Bhole Nath Ji will also be
taken out on Thursday night
at 7:00 PM, starting from the
same ancient Shiv Temple
near the Post Office.

17th shobha yatra by Shiv Shakti
Samaj Seva Dal on Feb 13

SHASHI PAL JAIN
KHARAR,  FEB 9

District Planning Board
member and Municipal
Council Kharar councilor
Ram Saroop Sharma has ap-
pealed to the Punjab govern-
ment to bring all the colonies
in the Kharar area under the
jurisdiction of the local Mu-
nicipal council and consider
providing basic facilities to
the people living here.

Here today, he said that
the population and area of
Kharar Municipal Council
has increased a lot. In the
past, many villages near it
were also included in the
council. Today, Kharar has
become a center of education
because many famous educa-
tional institutions have come
up near it. He said that due to
the high prices of plots in
Chandigarh, people who
could not buy plots there
have bought plots in Kharar
and built their houses. Due to

the increase in population,
many builders have devel-
oped colonies and built flats
here. 

The council has approved
the maps and also got elec-
tricity supply. They paid the
map fee to the council and
paid lakhs of rupees while
getting the registrations
done. He said that the council
is not doing development
work in many colonies be-
cause the builders did not
hand them over to the coun-
cil.

He has demanded that
the council should immedi-
ately take over the colonies in
which there is more popula-
tion and provide basic facili-
ties. 

Ram Saroop Sharma demands to bring all residential
colonies under council and provide facilities



PunjabYUGMARG

PAGE 4
NEWS BRIEF

VB nabs 11 persons red handed in 8 bribery cases during January
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab Vigilance Bureau (VB), during its ongoing crusade against corruption in the state, has been
able to apprehend 10 government officials and one private person red handed while accepting bribes in 8 different trap cas-
es during the month of January.

Disclosing this here today, an official spokesperson of the state VB said the VB has put up its best efforts to eradicate
corruption amongst public servants and others in every sphere during the period. He informed that the Bureau had sub-
mitted challans pertaining to 24 vigilance cases in various competent courts in the last month. Apart from this, 4 vigilance
enquiries have also been registered to thoroughly probe the corruption cases. He added that 12 criminal cases were also
registered against 16 accused which include 11 government employees.

Giving more details, he added that different competent courts had decided seven bribery cases filed and contested by
the Bureau during the last month, in which eleven persons were convicted and sentenced to 4-4 years imprisonment and
fine ranging from Rs. 10,000/- to 50,000/-.

CHANDIGARH
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026

SC Commission seeks
report from SSP Amritsar
in Harbhajan Singh ETO
remark case
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab State
Scheduled Castes Commission has
taken suo moto notice of the remark
made by Leader of Opposition Partap
Singh Bajwa about Punjab Cabinet
Minister Harbhajan Singh ETO.
Giving information in this regard,
Chairman Punjab State Scheduled
Castes Commission S. Jasvir Singh
Garhi said that it has come to his notice
through social media that Leader of
Opposition Partap Singh Bajwa has
used abusive language against Cabinet
Minister Harbhajan Singh ETO.
He said that a report has been sought
from SSP Amritsar through DSP/SP
level officer on 11th February 2026 at 3
pm. He said that along with this, the
Leader of Opposition in the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha, Partap Singh Bajwa, has
also been summoned on 11 February
2026 at 3 pm to give an explanation
regarding this viral video.

Drug overdose takes life of
youth in Lehal Kalan village
GURMAIL  SINGH  SANGATPURA  
LEHRAGAGA: The death of a youth
due to drug overdose in Lehal Kalan
village has put a question mark on the
government's war on drugs campaign.
According to the information received,

25-year-old
Jaspreet Singh
alias Babbu, son
of Gurmukh Singh
Bali of nearby
Lehal Kalan
village, died due
to drug abuse. As
soon as this

incident came to light, a wave of grief
spread in the village.Former village
sarpanch Ranjit Singh Walia said that
Jaspreet Singh was under the influence
of drugs, due to which he died after
consuming drugs on Saturday.The
deceased's father Gurmukh Singh Bali,
crying in front of the camera, said that
his son was fine on Saturday morning,
but within 10 minutes he lost his life
due to drugs. He demanded strict
action against drug traffickers and said
that drugs should be eradicated so that
no other family has to suffer this
pain.Our police and government are
certainly making claims of eradicating
drugs from Punjab, but this problem
can only be said as such, such deaths
of youth are still making headlines in
newspapers.

DC directs to take comprehensive
and effective action against drugs

in drug hotspots
JALANDHAR (PARAMJIT SINGH): Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Himanshu Agarwal today
directed the Sub-Divisional Magistrates to take
comprehensive and effective action against
drugs in drug hotspots under their respective
jurisdictions so that drugs can be completely
eradicated from there. Presiding over a meeting
of the Narco Coordination Centre (ANCORD)
Mechanism at the District Administrative Com-
plex here, the Deputy Commissioner said that
along with legal action against drugs at such
places, people, especially the youth, should be
made aware about the ill effects of drugs.  Dr.
Agarwal also stressed on promoting sports, cul-
tural activities and other constructive activities
to keep youth away from drugs.  He said that
drugs are not just a law and order problem but
also a social evil, which requires joint and mul-
ti-faceted efforts to deal with. During this, the
Deputy Commissioner also reviewed the action
being taken by various departments against
drugs. While reviewing the awareness activi-
ties being conducted in schools against drugs,
he said that these activities should continue
continuously so that students can be kept away
from this scourge.

DAV School Jagraon conducts
Annual Sports Day

JAGRAON (SUKH NAHAR):DAV Centenary Public School ,Ja-
graon celebrated its Annual Sports Day on 9th February,2026
for the Junior Wing (Nursery to Class II) with great enthusiasm
and zeal. The event was organized on the school playground in
a joyful and energetic atmosphere. The programme was graced
by the Chief Guest, Mr. Raj Kumar Bhalla, whose presence mo-
tivated and encouraged the young participants. 

The Principal of the
school  appreciated the
efforts of teachers in
making the event a
grand success. Various
fun-filled and exciting
races  were organized
for the tiny tots. 

The students partic-
ipated with great ex-
citement and sports-
manship. Medals were
awarded to the winners, and all participants were applauded
for their sincere efforts. 

The event was further enriched by colourful and energetic
dance performances, which filled the atmosphere with joy and
cheer. At the end of the programme, refreshments (sandwich-
es) were distributed among the students. The Sports Day con-
cluded on a happy note, leaving behind beautiful memories and
joyful smiles on the faces of the children.

GAURAV GOEL
CHANDIGARH, FEB 9

Under the leadership of Chief
Minister S. Bhagwant Singh
Mann, the Punjab Government
is working tirelessly for the
welfare of all sections of society.
Along with this, special efforts
are being made to safeguard
the rights of the Scheduled
Caste (SC) and Backward Class
(BC) communities and to en-
sure their social and economic
upliftment. This was stated by
Cabinet Minister for Social Jus-
tice, Empowerment and Mi-
norities, Dr. Baljit Kaur.

A meeting was held at Pun-
jab Bhawan between Cabinet
Minister Dr. Baljit Kaur and
representatives of the SC/BC
Union. During the meeting, the
Minister listened carefully to
the demands raised by the

Union representatives and as-
sured them that all genuine de-
mands would be addressed on
priority. The Minister clarified
that issues which can be re-
solved at the departmental lev-
el will be addressed promptly in
a time-bound manner. She fur-
ther stated that matters requir-
ing decisions at the govern-
ment level will be taken up
with the government at the ear-
liest to ensure appropriate res-
olution. 

Dr. Baljit Kaur said that to
realise Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann’s vision of a
“Rangla Punjab,” it is essential
that every section of society be-
comes an integral part of the de-
velopment process. She empha-
sised that the dream of a vi-
brant Punjab cannot be ful-
filled without ensuring dignity,
equal opportunities and justice

for the SC and BC communi-
ties. “A truly Rangla Punjab
will emerge only when there is
prosperity in every household,
confidence in every mind and
equal opportunities for every
section of society,” she said. She
reiterated that the Punjab Gov-
ernment is fully committed to
the welfare of marginalised and
backward sections and is con-
tinuously taking concrete and
effective steps in this direction.
The meeting concluded in a
well-organised and positive at-
mospher. 

On the occasion, the meet-
ing was attended by the Princi-
pal Secretary, Department of
Social Justice, Empowerment
and Minorities, Mr. V.K.
Meena IAS, the Director of the
Department, Mrs. Vimmi
Bhullar, IAS and other senior
officers of the department.

Govt fully committed to safeguarding the
rights of SC, BC communities: Dr. Baljit Kaur

CHARANJIT SINGH ARORA
AMRITSAR,  FEB 9

In an intelligence led opera-
tion amidst the ongoing
Gangstran Te Vaar campaign
launched on the directions of
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann to make Punjab
gangster free state, Amritsar
Commissionerate Police has
dismantled a cross-border
arms and narcotics smug-
gling module with the arrest
of five operatives and recov-
ered six sophisticated pistols,
115 grams heroin and Rs 11.90
lakhs drug money from their
possession, said Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Punjab
Gaurav Yadav here on Mon-
day.

Those arrested have been
identified as Simaranjeet
Singh alias Mannu (24), Gur-
preet Singh alias Gopi (20),
Sukhraj Singh alias Joga (24)
and Sajan Singh alias Gursa-
jan Singh alias Ladda, all res-
idents of village Roda Wala
Kalan in  Amritsar; and Mo-
lakdeep Singh (23), a resident
of village Ranike in Amritsar.
The recovered pistols include
two 9MM Glock Made in Aus-

tria, one Zigana Made in
Turkey, two .32 Bore and one
.30 Bore along with 10 live
cartridges. Police teams have
also impounded their
Hyundai Creta car, which
they were using for smug-
gling.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said
that preliminary investiga-
tion has revealed that the ar-
rested accused persons were
actively linked to a cross-bor-
der smuggling network and
were receiving arms and nar-
cotics consignments via
drones from across the bor-
der. Further investigation is
ongoing to establish forward
and backward linkages in this

case, he said.  Sharing opera-
tional details, Commissioner
of Police (CP) Amritsar Gur-
preet Singh Bhullar said that
acting on credible and secret
information regarding cross-
border smuggling links, po-
lice teams have arrested Sim-
ranjeet alias Mannu, Mo-
lakdeep Singh, Gurpreet alias
Gopi, Sukhraj alias Joga and
Sajan alias Gursajan alias
Ladda, along with a car and
recovered two .32 bore pistols
from their possession. 

During further interroga-
tion, additional recoveries
were effected, leading to the
seizure of four more pistols,
115 gm Heroin and ?11.90

lakhs drug money indicating
their involvement in organ-
ised illegal arms and narcotics
activities, he said.  

The CP said probe has re-
vealed that arrested accused
Simaranjeet alias Mannu,
Molakdeep Singh and Gur-
preet Singh are a repeated of-
fender and were earlier in-
volved in cases under the
NDPS Act. 

He said that investigation
has also revealed that accused
Simranjeet alias Mannu had
remained a truck driver in
Dubai. Police teams are inves-
tigating the financial trail and
hawala links of this network,
he added.

Five linked to smuggling network held with
six pistols, 115gms heroin from Amritsar

KULJIT SINGH DHINGRA 
RAMPURA PHUL,  FEB 9  

With the aim of increasing
awareness about the health
of students, a special dental
camp was organized at
Pathfinder Global School
Rampura Phul. 

This camp was success-
fully conducted under the su-
pervision of the school man-
agement committee in col-
laboration with Dr. Kaisho
Dev Dental Hospital. During
the dental camp, a team of ex-
perienced dental doctors Dr.
Naman Goyal and Dr. Ruchi-
ka Sharma conducted a free
dental checkup of the school
students. School students

participated in the camp and
got information about their
teeth and gums. The doctors
also made the students aware
about common dental prob-
lems such as cavities, gum
disease and lack of dental hy-
giene.  

The dental team advised
the students to brush their
teeth twice a day, use the
brush properly and avoid
eating too many sweet
things. Along with this, they
were also explained about
the importance of regular
dental check-ups. On this oc-
casion, the school principal
Ishu Bansal said that the
health of the students is our
biggest asset. 

Pathfinder Global School Rampura Phul
organizes dental check-up camp

SARBJIT SUFI
LUDHIANA, FEB 9

Maa Baglamukhi Dham
Trust presented invitation
letters for the 11-day con-
tinuous Mahayagna to
Punjab BJP Working
President Ashwani Shar-
ma, RSS Punjab Province
member Yash Giri Ji,
members of the Krishna-
Balram Gaushala, Centra
Green Resident Welfare
Society, District Sessions
Judge Faridkot Sanjeev
Joshi, Additional Director
of Telecommunications

Jammu Khushwant Rai,
and Sanjeev Garg and Ra-
jiv Garg of Garg Acrylic
Ltd.  The 243-hour contin-
uous Yagna will be held
from February 11th to
February 21st at Maa
Baglamukhi Dham on
Pakhowal Road under the
guidance of Mahant
Praveen Chaudhary Ji.
BJP Working President
Ashwani Sharma accept-
ed the invitation and said
that performing the
Yagna purifies the envi-
ronment and calms the
restless mind. On the oth-

er hand, a meeting of the
sevaks (volunteers) was
held under the guidance of
Maa Baglamukhi Dham
chief Mahant Praveen
Chaudhary Ji regarding
the preparations for the
continuous Mahayagna.
Arrangements for the Ma-
hayagna were discussed.
Various committees were
formed and responsibili-
ties were assigned to the
sevaks. Mahant Praveen
Chaudhary Ji, while giv-
ing information about the
continuous Mahayagna,
said that the sevaks of the

Dham will be present 24
hours a day to serve the
devotees. 

For the convenience of
the devotees, a reception
committee, darshan com-
mittee, havan yagna com-
mittee, langar committee,
and shoe-keeping commit-
tee have been formed,
with an in-charge appoint-
ed for each. In addition, a
15-member continuous
Mahayagna Control Com-
mittee has also been
formed, which includes
the trustees and main se-
vaks of the Dham. 

Offering aahuties in akhand Yagg purifies environment
and calms restless mind: Ashwani Sharma

KULJIT SINGH DHINGRA
RAMPURA PHUL,  FEB  9  

Saraf EduBeacons Global Dis-
covery School, Rampura
Phul, affiliated to CBSE, or-
ganized a farewell ceremony
based on the theme 'Rukhsat-
e-Sajda' for the students of
class XII in the school yard
under the leadership of Ad-
ministrative Manager Miss
Nandani Garg. 

The program began with
ribbon cutting and lamp light-
ing by the school manage-
ment, principal and coordina-
tor. Administrative Manager
Miss Nandani Garg wished
the students a bright future
through a welcome speech.
After this, the students of
class XI and XII enthralled

everyone with their dance
and song performances.
Games were organized for the
entertainment of the senior
students. 

Student Ravneet Sharma
presented a poem. The stu-
dents expressed their love and
respect by praising their
teachers. 

A ramp walk was also or-
ganized. Principal Kavya Asi-
ja along with her team gave
the message through the pres-
entation that teachers are not
only guides but are true com-
panions of the children at
every step.The wonderful co-
operation, affection and mu-
tual trust between the teach-
ers and the students were
clearly visible in this presen-
tation. 

Emotional farewell ceremony 'Rukhsat-e-
Sajda' celebrated at Global Discovery School

CHANDIGARH, FEB 9

In a significant move to fur-
ther accelerate infrastructure
development, Punjab Educa-
tion Minister and MLA from
Sri Anandpur Sahib, S. Harjot
Singh Bains, today an-
nounced the green-lighting of
key infrastructure projects to
further boost connectivity
and economic growth in the
region.

In a video message, S.
Harjot Singh Bains congratu-
lated the people of Sri Anand-
pur Sahib constituency, while
revealing that five crucial
bridges have been approved
by the Bhakra Beas Manage-
ment Board (BBMB).

"Development storm is
blowing in Sri Anandpur
Sahib," he stated, while shar-
ing that the approved bridge
projects include Brahmpur
and Daroli Bridges, these two
vital replacement bridges
originally built during the
canal construction. These
bridges will be rebuilt for
modern needs. The Ganguwal

double bridge is a strategic
project aimed at alleviating
chronic traffic congestion, es-
pecially during major reli-
gious festivals like Hola Mo-
halla and Viah Purb at Guru
Ka Lahore. "This will ensure
smooth passage for devotees
traveling to Guru Ka Lahore,
eliminating a major hassle,"
said S. Bains.

Additionally, the Attari
village bridge will connect At-
tari village directly to the na-
tional highway, ending long
detours and boosting the local
economy. The Bhaowal
bridge is expected to spur em-

ployment and economic activ-
ity in the area, he added. The
Education Minister said that
the Sarsa Nangal Bridge proj-
ect has already been tendered
and the work scheduled to
commence around April 14.

S. Bains also unveiled
plans for two key roads in-
cluding Nangal to Kalma Mod
and Bhanglan to Kanpur
Khuhi. The Nangal to Kalma
Mod Road will be built to
withstand heavy industrial
traffic at a cost of Rs 10 crore,
while the Bhanglan to Kan-
pur Khuhi Road project
worth Rs 12.5 crore, will im-
prove bus connectivity and
tackle water-logging issues in
Khera Kalmot, with concrete
side drains.  The Work on the
both projects is set to begin
within next two weeks.

"These projects are about
transforming lives, not just
infrastructure," said S. Harjot
Singh Bains, highlighting po-
tential for increased employ-
ment, improved accessibility,
and fulfilment of people's
long-standing demands.

Development storm blows in Sri Anandpur
Sahib with new infra projects: Bains

RAGHU NANDAN PRASHAR 
JAITU,  FEB 9  

An awareness program re-
garding safe use of gas was
successfully organized at Uni-
versity College,Jaito On this
occasion, famous magician
Akhilesh from Uttar Pradesh
participated as a special guest.
He introduced LPG through
his entertaining magic
shows.Shared important and
beneficial information about
safe use of gas.This awareness
program was organized in col-
laboration with Partik (Jaito

Gas Service) and Rajinder
(Naval Gas Agency Jaito).The
staff and students of the col-
lege participated enthusiasti-
cally in the program and liked
it very much.On this occa-
sion, College Incharge Dr. The
guests and special artist magi-
cian Akhilesh were honored
by Emperor Khanna. The pro-
gram was successfully com-
pleted in an informative and
entertaining manner.The Na-
tional Service Scheme wing of
the college also played a sig-
nificant role in the success of
this program.

Seminar on judicious use of cooking gas
organized at University College Jaito 

JMK International School
organized farewell party
for students of class 12

SHARANJEET  
PATHANKOT: JMK International School
organized a farewell party for the
students of class 12 with great
enthusiasm. The function was presided
over by the school's principal, Niti
Kochhar. On this occasion, the staff and
students welcomed JMK Group
Chairman Anuj Sood, JMK International
School Shimla Director Somanshu
Sood, Pathankot School Assistant
Director Charanjit Singh and Principal
Niti Kochhar with bouquets. During the
ceremony, a cultural program was
presented by the students and various
games and competitions were
organized. The meritorious students
were honored with various titles.
Ahan Mahajan was adjudged Mr. JMK
and Amyra Dhir were adjudged Miss
JMK. Similarly, Chirag Arora was
adjudged Mr. Confident, Yania Arora
was adjudged Miss Confident, Gian
Mahajan was adjudged Mr. Well
Dressed   and  Sanchi Rabgotra was
adjudged Miss Well Dressed. The
school awarded Sahaj Mahajan the title
of Student of the Year and Harsita Suri
the title of Manners Master. On this
occasion, Chairman Anuj Sood said
that such events strengthen the
spirit of mutual unity, discipline and
morality among the students. Farewell
instills a sense of respect in children
towards their seniors. Principal Niti
Kochhar praised the students'
performances and boosted their morale
and wished the students of class 12 for
their higher education. The ceremony
was attended by students, teachers and
other staff of the school. 

Congress still trusts
grassroots workers:
Kulwant Rai Singla
KULWINDER  KARWAL  
MANSA: Newly appointed District
Congress Committee President Kulwant
Rai Singla on Saturday expressed
heartfelt gratitude to the entire
Congress leadership for their support
and blessings during his assumption of
charge ceremony held at Budhlada.
Singla particularly thanked AICC
Secretary Hina Likhiram Kawade and

Punjab Congress
General Secretary
Sandeep Singh
Sandhu for attending
the event and
encouraging party
workers. He said the
party’s decision to
appoint a grassroots
worker from an

ordinary family to such a key position
reflects Congress’s continued faith in
dedicated ground-level workers.
Addressing party workers, Singla said
he would always remain indebted to the
Congress Party and its cadre. He
appreciated the large participation of
district leaders, block presidents,
sarpanches, panches, Youth Congress,
Mahila Congress and Seva Dal
members, stating that their presence
gave him renewed strength and
motivation. Emphasising unity, Singla
assured that all workers would be taken
along without discrimination. He
stressed that booth-level organisation is
crucial for strengthening the Congress,
adding that efforts would be made to
activate and strengthen every booth in
the coming months.

Pathankot police launch Major
“Prahaar-2” operation, 21

suspects detained
PATHANKOT (SHARANJEET ): In order
to strengthen law and order and eliminate
gangster activities and the drug mafia, the
Pathankot Police conducted a large-scale
operation named “Prahaar-2.” During the
operation, police teams carried out search-
es in several sensitive areas, including
Char Marla and Kachha Quarter localities,
and thoroughly screened suspicious indi-
viduals. 

The operation was personally supervised
by DIG Border Range Sukhwant Singh
Gill , SSP Daljinder Singh Dhillon and oth-
er senior police officers were also present
on the spot. More than 400 police person-
nel from the district, including SPs, DSPs,
SHOs, and police post in-charges, partici-
pated in this extensive drive. DIG
Sukhwant Singh Gill stated that the police
teams not only conducted searches within
Pathankot city but were also deployed in
areas adjoining Jammu & Kashmir, such
as Sujanpur, and regions bordering Hi-
machal Pardesh. During the operation, 21
suspicious persons were taken into cus-
tody and are currently being interrogated.

CHANDIGARH, FEB  9

Calling out Congress’s casteist and
elitist remarks into a flashpoint on
Punjab’s streets, senior leaders,
ministers, MLAs, and hundreds of
karyakartas of the Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) Punjab on Sunday held a
high-voltage band-baja protest out-
side the residence of Leader of Op-
position (LoP) Partap Singh Bajwa,
slamming Congress leadership for
mocking Dalits, degrading honest
livelihoods, and exposing its deeply
feudal and dynastic mindset. 

As AAP leaders moved to
gherao Partap Singh Bajwa’s house,
tensions escalated into a clash with
the police, water cannons were used
to disperse the crowd, and several
leaders and workers were injured,
underscoring the intensity of public
anger against the insult not just to
Cabinet Minister Harbhajan Singh
ETO, but to the entire Dalit and
working-class community of Pun-
jab.Cabinet Minister Harbhajan

Singh ETO, along with his wife
Surinder Kaur, Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema, Health Min-
ister Dr. Balbir, Mohinder Bhagat,
Dr. Ravjot, MLAs Amansher Singh
(Sherry Kalsi), Kuljit Randhawa,
Inderbir Singh Nijjar, Neena Mittal,
Labh Singh Ugoke, Chetan Jodama-
jra, Inderjit Kaur, Chairman Harc-
hand Singh Barsat, Sunny Singh
Ahluwalia, and hundreds of party
leaders and workers participated in
the protest.

Simultaneously, under the
leadership of AAP leader Joban
Randhawa, a separate protest was
also held outside Partap Singh Ba-
jwa’s residence in Qadian, Gur-

daspur.Addressing the protest, Cab-
inet Minister Harbhajan Singh ETO
said that mocking honest, hard-
earned livelihoods was shameful. 

He said that making fun of the
honest work done by someone’s fa-
ther and degrading an entire com-
munity was deeply disgraceful.

He stated that his father was a
band master who educated his chil-
dren through sheer hard work. “I
studied in a government school and
reached here on the basis of my own
merit. Bajwa Sahib is saying that
‘we will play the band of a band
player’s son.’ We have worked
hard. We have not done smuggling
or gold biscuit trafficking. 

Congress cannot digest rise of children from ordinary
homes in politics: Harpal Singh Cheema
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Social Security
Pensioners must
complete e-KYC
before February 15
SANJAY  AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA: Tehsil Welfare
Officer Manjul Thakur informed
today that, as per the guidelines
of the state government, e-KYC
(electronic Know Your Customer)
has been made mandatory for all
social security pensioners under
the Palampur sub-division. All
pensioners must ensure that they
complete this process before
February 15, 2026. She further
informed that pensioners can
contact the Anganwadi worker in
their respective areas to complete
their e-KYC. The Anganwadi
worker will assist the pensioners
in completing the e-KYC
process.The main objective of
these government orders is to
bring transparency to the pension
distribution system and to ensure
that the benefits of the scheme
reach only eligible beneficiaries.
She clarified that those
pensioners who have not yet
completed their e-KYC process
should complete it on a priority
basis within the timeframe set by
the department. 

CHANDIGARH
TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 10, 2026

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, FEB 9

Chief Minister Thakur Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu today chaired a high-
level review of various tourism
development initiatives currently
underway across Himachal
Pradesh. Supported by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), these
projects represent a total
investment of Rs. 2350 crore, with
Rs. 1620 crore allocated under
Tranche-1 and Rs. 730 crore
earmarked for Tranche-2.

During the session, the Chief
Minister underscored the necessity
of maintaining world-class
construction standards and issued
strict directives to officials to
ensure that development works are
completed within their respective
timelines. The primary objective of
the State Government is to
establish "Himachal Tourism" as a

premier global brand. This vision is
being realized through a
comprehensive suite of schemes
designed to fortify the state’s
economy while generating
significant employment and self-
employment opportunities for the
local youth. To improve the overall
visitor experience, the government
is prioritizing connectivity and
infrastructure, which includes the
ongoing construction of several
heliports and expansion of the

Kangra airport. Central to this
master plan is the transformation of
Kangra district into the state’s
"Tourism Capital." Significant
investments are being directed
toward Palampur and Nagrota
Bagwan, where projects worth Rs.
77.70 crore were already in
progress. In Palampur, focus areas
include multi-level parking
facilities, the renovation of Neugal
Café, and the creation of modern
amenities such as a library-

integrated café. Meanwhile,
Nagrota Bagwan is seeing
extensive beautification of its bus
stands, temples and public grounds,
alongside essential infrastructure
upgrades like drainage and road
improvements.

Development extends across
the state with diverse projects
catering to both spiritual and
adventure tourism. In Hamirpur,
Rs.51.09 crore is being spent on the
Shree Baba Balak Nath Temple
complex, while Dharamshala is set
to receive new ice-skating and
roller-skating rinks costing
Rs.33.78 crore. The government is
also investing in wellness, with
centers totaling over Rs. 56 crore
being established in Kullu and
Manali. Additionally, the historic
Naggar Castle is undergoing
specialized conservation and
renovation to preserve its cultural
heritage. 

Free eye and ENT medical camp
organised at Sood Jatheri Mata Temple

KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA: A comprehensive free medical camp for eye, nose, ear
and throat (ENT) ailments was organised on Sunday at the Sood
Jatheri Mata Temple premises under the joint aegis of the
Palakbahiyan Sood Jatheri Mata Temple Development and
Charitable Trust and the Rotary Club Una. The camp was held
from 10 am to 2 pm and witnessed a large turnout of local
residents who availed themselves of healthcare services. Senior
ophthalmologist Dr Anil Kakade from the Rotary Eye Hospital,
Dussada, along with his expert team comprising Aruna,
Deepankar and Shruti, conducted eye examinations. Renowned
ENT specialist of the district, Dr K. R. Arya, with his expert team
and supporting staff, examined patients and provided necessary
medical advice and treatment. During the camp, thorough
screening was carried out for eye disorders as well as various
nose, ear and throat problems, and free medicines were
distributed to needy patients. The medical camp was inaugurated
by Una Deputy Commissioner Jatin Lal, who was accompanied
by his mother Kamlesh and wife Renu. 

KIHSORI LAL BAINS
UNA: The Himachal Pradesh State Commission
for Women on Monday organised a district-level
special court at the Una Mini Secretariat,
marking the first such initiative in the district to
hear cases related to women’s harassment and
domestic violence. Commission chairperson
Vidya Negi, along with members Saroj Sharma,
Reena Pundir and Reena Daroch, heard the
grievances of affected women and issued
necessary directions to officials of the concerned

departments to ensure prompt and effective
resolution of the cases. Vidya Negi said that out
of 28 listed cases, hearings were conducted in 12
matters in the presence of both petitioners and
respondents. 

ASHISH SHARMA
KULLU, FEB 9

BJP state vice-president and
MLA from Nachan
constituency, Vinod Kumar,
has strongly retaliated against
the allegations made by the
Himachal Pradesh government
regarding the RDG State
Special Grant Scheme.
Addressing a press conference
in Kullu, he said that this
scheme has not only been
discontinued in Himachal
Pradesh, but in a total of 17
states across the country, most
of which are governed by BJP
governments. Vinod Kumar
said that these schemes are for
a fixed period determined by
the commission and generally
end after five years. After that,

new schemes are implemented.
He gave the example of
Karnataka, where the Congress
government is in power, but
instead of opposing this
decision, the government there
is accepting it without any fuss,
while the Himachal
government is unnecessarily
levelling allegations against the
central government. He
accused the state government
of not being serious about
development and said that the

Sukhu government is only
playing politics to defame the
central government. Vinod
Kumar said that the central
government has provided
sufficient budget for railway
expansion in Himachal
Pradesh, but the state
government has failed to
deposit its share of the
amount for the last three
years, due to which the
railway expansion work could
not be started.

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, FEB 9

Town and Country Planning
Minister Rajesh Dharmani,
while presiding over the Board
of Directors meeting of the
Himachal Pradesh Housing
and Urban Development
Authority (HIMUDA) today,
reaffirmed the state
governments commitment to
provide affordable housing
and promoting planned
township development across
the State. He emphasized that
the state government was
launching ambitious urban
projects to cater to the rising
demand for quality housing
and to enhance public
convenience through
structured urban growth.
During the session, the Board
granted approval to initiate
preliminary activities for
several key projects with an
initial allocation of Rs. 5 crore.
These include the proposed
Him Chandigarh Township at

Sheetalpur in Baddi in Solan
district, a new township at
Morni Hills in Pachhad and
another planned development
township at Lunj near the
Kangra Airport. These projects
were expected to modernize
the state's urban areas and
provide strategic residential
hubs in high-growth corridors.

Highlighting the progress
near the State capital, the
Minister said that in the first
phase of the Jathia Devi
project near Shimla, HIMUDA
would develop 919 residential
units on 21 bighas of land with
an estimated investment of Rs.
1,327 crore. This flagship
project aims to decongest the
main city of Shimla while

simultaneously stimulating
economic activities in the
surrounding peripheral areas.
Furthermore, the Board took a
significant policy decision to
reserve a special quota of
residential plots and flats for
Olympic and Asian Games
medalists, Gallantry Award
winners and recipients of
Children’s Bravery Awards.
The meeting also approved
various commercial and
infrastructure developments
across other districts. A
commercial complex
comprising 17 shops, two halls
and an Executive Engineer’s
office will be constructed in
Ghumarwin, Bilaspur, at a cost
of Rs.7.69 crore.

Petitions Committee disposes off 7 out of 19
cases; remaining deferred to next meeting

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA: A meeting of the Petitions Committee of the
Himachal Pradesh Vidhan Sabha was held at the main
committee room of the Vidhan Sabha Secretariat on Monday
under the chairmanship of Speaker and Committee Chairman
Kuldeep Singh Pathania. The meeting commenced at 11.30 am
and continued till around 1.20 pm. Committee members Neeraj
Nayar, Kamlesh Thakur and Anuradha Rana were present
during the meeting. Vidhan Sabha Secretary Yashpal Sharma
also attended the proceedings. Addressing the media after the
meeting, Pathania said that a total of 19 petitions were taken
up, including 11 related to the Revenue Department, four to the
Forest Department and one to the Home Department. Oral
evidence was recorded from the concerned departments as well
as from Chief Secretary K.K. Pant. Out of the 11 Revenue
Department petitions, five were disposed of during the meeting
itself, while the remaining cases were deferred to the next
meeting with specific suggestions to the departments and
directions to take timely and appropriate decisions. 

ANIL KUMAR
HAMIRPUR, FEB 9

A felicitation ceremony titled ‘Jogindernagar
Ki Shaan—Mahilaon aur Betiyon ke Naam’
was organised by the Himachal Ekta Manch
Rashtriya Foundation at New Crescent Senior
Secondary Public School. The event
celebrated the achievements and contributions
of women and girls from the region.

Social worker Meghna Thakur, social
activist Suchika Pradhan, Professor Anupama
Singh (former Vice-Chancellor, HPU Mandi),
Shashi Kiran Sharma, Principal of New
Crescent Senior Secondary Public School,
and former principal Bimla Verma were
present as chief guests. Also present on the
occasion were Deep Lal Bhardwaj, national
president of Himachal Ekta Manch, Mamta
Bhatia, state joint secretary, and Sheela Devi
(Siya), district general secretary, Solan. The
programme began with the lighting of the
ceremonial lamp, followed by a traditional
welcome of the chief guests with mementoes
in keeping with Devbhoomi Himachal’s
customs. Sheela Devi (Siya) delivered the
welcome address. Students presented cultural

performances, while the soulful singing by
Shobha Thakur added to the celebratory
atmosphere. Several women achievers were
honoured with district-level awards, trophies
and certificates in recognition of their work
and accomplishments. Those felicitated
included Dr Shweta Thakur, Geetanjali
Goswami, Rinu Sharma, Anju Kumari, Neena
Devi, Vandana, Leela, Meena, Meenu,
Widow, Anshu Devi, Monika Sharma,
Mamta, Saloni Banta, Asha Pathania, Neha,
Savita Tanwar Jaswal, Leela Dhiman, Amita
Banta, Shobha Thakur, Dr Neha Banta,
Ragini, Meena, Johnny Thakur, Navya,
Shweta Thakur, Santoshi, Soni Thakur, Dr
Anchal, Rajkumari, Shama Rana and Savita
Pradhan, among others.

State govt should stop making
excuses, face reality of its financial

failures: Anurag Singh Thakur

AJAY KUMAR UPADHYAY
BILASPUR: Former Union Minister and Hamirpur MP
Anurag Singh Thakur strongly criticized the Himachal
Pradesh government, accusing it of misleading the public
and blaming the Centre to hide its own administrative and
financial failures. Addressing the media at the closing
ceremony of the Kahlur Volleyball Championship in
Barmana, Bilaspur, he said that the state government’s recent
financial narrative against the central government is based
on distortion of facts rather than accountability. Anurag
Thakur stated that instead of indulging in political blame
games, the state government should have focused on
resource mobilization, expenditure control, and financial
discipline. He said that had sincere efforts been made in
improving governance and reducing wasteful spending,
Himachal Pradesh would not be burdened today with a debt
exceeding ?1.10 lakh crore. He remarked that taking fresh
loans merely to repay old ones reflects financial
mismanagement, not policy.

Rajesh Dharmani chairs HIMUDA board
meeting, highlights major township projects

AGENCY
SHIMLA, FEB 9 

Himachal Pradesh might be
forced to shift to Unified
Pension Scheme as freezing
of RDG by the union
Government deepen fiscal
stress, this was indicated by
state finance department
during presentations on the
impact of freezing Revenue
Deficit Grant by the centre.

Mounting fiscal stress
following the withdrawal of
the Revenue Deficit Grant
(RDG) might be force
Himachal Pradesh to opt for
the Unified Pension Scheme
(UPS) introduced by the
Centre, Finance Secretary
Devesh Kumar told the State
Council of Ministers on
Sunday. He cautioned that the
state’s pending liabilities and
future arrears could not be

sustained within existing
revenue receipts, making the
continuation of the Old
Pension Scheme (OPS)
financially unviable.
Interacting with the Cabinet,
Kumar said that after the
discontinuation of RDG and
reduction in central support,
the state would find it
increasingly difficult to meet
committed expenditure if it
continued with OPS or even
the New Pension System. He
indicated that adopting the Rs
10,000 Unified Pension
Scheme launched by the
Narendra Modi government
last year could be the only
viable route to ease the
growing debt trap. The
Finance Secretary pointed out
that the state inherited
liabilities of around Rs 8,500
crore in 2022 from the
previous BJP government on

account of pending pay
revision arrears, which could
still not be disbursed due to
resource constraints. He said
the situation had worsened
after the Centre’s decision to
discontinue RDG, further
shrinking fiscal space and
forcing the state to consider
hard policy choices.The grim
assessment came a day after
the Finance Department
issued a notification warning
that the state government
would not be able to defray
pay and pension revision
arrears of about Rs 8,500
crore, nor clear DA and DR
arrears amounting to nearly
Rs 5,000 crore. It also stated
that no further DA or DR
instalments could be released,
while developmental
liabilities of about Rs 2,000
crore were likely to roll over
to the next financial year.

SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL, FEB 9

The installation ceremony
'Abhyudaya' of JCI Kaithal
Star, a leading organization
dedicated to youth leadership,
social service and personality
development, was held on
Saturday in a grand and
dignified atmosphere at
Gymkhana Club, Kaithal. On
this occasion, JC Rajat Singla
took oath as the President for
the year 2026. The event was
graced by the presence of
Chief Guest, Zonal President
Soman Goyal and Special
Guest, Zonal Vice President
Vibhu Arora. Senior JCI
officials, former presidents,
prominent citizens and a large
number of JCI members were
present. The program began
with the lighting of a lamp. In
his address, Chief Guest
Zonal President Soman Goyal

described JCI's role as crucial
for youth leadership
development and social
progress. He congratulated
newly elected President JC
Rajat Singla and his team for a
successful tenure. Zonal Vice
President Vibhu Arora praised
the social and leadership
development work being
undertaken by JCI Kaithal
Star. In his presidential
address, JC Rajat Singla
expressed his gratitude to the
organization's members and
stated that JCI Kaithal Star
has been a powerful vehicle

for him to serve, lead and
inspire positive change. He
pledged to prioritize effective
programs related to youth
empowerment, skill
development, education,
health, environmental
protection and social
responsibility during his
tenure. During the ceremony,
the new executive committee
for the year 2026 was
announced, and all office
bearers took an oath of
allegiance to the
organization's values and
objectives. 

‘Pride of Jogindernagar’ felicitation
ceremony honours women and daughters

State women’s commission holds special court, hears harassment cases

Budget historic step towards India's progress: Sanjay Sharma
SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, FEB 9

Sanjay Sharma, the state spokesperson of the
Bharatiya Janata Party, addressed a youth
conference organized today by the Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) regarding the
2026-27 budget. He stated that the budget
presented by the central government is a
visionary and balanced budget focused on youth,
entrepreneurship, job creation, and inclusive
development.He said that this budget, presented
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, will further the resolve for a developed
India, providing special opportunities for youth

in terms of new possibilities, skill development,
and innovation. Sanjay Sharma said that the
provisions made in the budget to promote skill
development, the digital economy, startups, and
new technologies will open new avenues of
employment for the youth. The government has
strengthened financial assistance and training
programs to empower young people and
encourage entrepreneurship. 

RDG State special grant scheme discontinued in 17
states across country; Himachal govt unnecessarily

defaming central government: Vinod Kumar

Installation ceremony of JCI Kaithal Star
held to appoint new executive committee

Finance Secretary for UPS urges CM to
say goodbye to Old Pension Scheme

CM outlines Rs. 2350 crore strategic
overhaul of Himachal Tourism

Night temperatures rise
across HP, high reaches

may get snow: IMD
AGENCY
SHIMLA, FEB 9 

Minimum temperatures across
Himachal Pradesh improved by
three to five degrees Celsius,
while the weather remained
mainly cloudy across most parts
of the state on Monday.

According to the
Meteorological Centre, Shimla,
weather is expected to remain
largely dry on Monday, barring
the high reaches, where light to
moderate snowfall is likely under
the influence of a western
disturbance. The lowest minimum
temperature in the state was
recorded at Tabo in Lahaul-Spiti
at minus 10 degrees Celsius,
while night temperatures at most
stations remained above normal,
providing temporary relief from
severe cold conditions.

Minimum temperatures at
Shimla was 6.6 degrees Celsius,
Sundernagar (Mandi) 7.2 degrees
Celsius, Bhuntar airport (Kullu)

5.7 degrees Celsius, Kalpa
(Kinnaur) 0.4 degrees Celsius,
Dharamshala (Kangra) 5.5
degrees Celsius, Una 7.5 degrees
Celsius, Nahan (Sirmaur) 9.3
degrees Celsius, Palampur 10.5
degrees Celsius, Solan 4.5
degrees Celsius, Manali 2.9
degrees Celsius, Kangra airport
8.0 degrees Celsius, Mandi 8.2
degrees Celsius, Bilaspur 6.0
degrees Celsius, Jubberhatti
airport (Shimla) 8.2 degrees
Celsius, Kasauli 8.3 degrees
Celsius, Paonta Sahib 11.0
degrees Celsius, Dehra Gopipur
10.0 degrees Celsius, Neri
(Hamirpur) 9.5 degrees Celsius,
Kukumseri (Lahaul-Spiti) minus
9.4 degrees Celsius.

IMD officials said minimum
temperatures showed no large
change during the past 24 hours,
but remained three to five degrees
above normal at most stations.
Dense fog was also reported at
isolated places, including parts of
the Mandi district.
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GULSHAN KUMAR 
BARNALA: Students'
engagement with literature and
creative writing is an example.
This not only enhances their
own personality but also
inspires others. This was
revealed by Deputy
Commissioner Barnala Mr.
Harpreet Singh IAS while

releasing the book "Voice of My
Heart" by Gursifat Kaur, a
seventh-grader from Barnala, at
the District Administrative
Complex here today. Gursifat
Kaur studies in seventh grade at
Sacred Heart Convent School
Barnala. She said that she
developed a passion for writing
since fourth grade and considers

her school teacher Miss
Priyanka as her role model who
encouraged her to move
forward. She loves writing
poems and painting. She has
included poems in Punjabi and
English in the book "Voice of
My Heart", which includes
poems on various topics
including Sufne.

NEWS BRIEF

Monthly district-level
welfare and crime
review meeting held at
Baddi SP office

SHANTI  GAUTAM
BADDI: A monthly district-level
welfare and crime review meeting
was held on Monday at the
conference hall of the
Superintendent of Police office in
Baddi. The meeting was chaired
by the Superintendent of Police,
Baddi, and was attended by the
Additional Superintendent of
Police, Baddi, along with all
station house officers, outpost in-
charges, traffic in-charges and
other police officers and
personnel. During the meeting,
officers presented suggestions,
issues and important matters
related to their respective
jurisdictions. The SP discussed
these in detail and issued
necessary directions. A thorough
review of pending and under-
investigation case files was
conducted, and officers
concerned were instructed to
ensure speedy, fair and quality
disposal of cases. 

Sports build strong
youth, strong nation:
Gaurav Kumar

AVINASH  CHAUHAN
AMB:  Gaurav Kumar, President of
Swami Vivekananda Seva Trust
Chintpurni, attended the basketball
tournament organized by
Basketball Club Amb in Amb as the
chief guest. Upon his arrival, he
was warmly welcomed by the
organizers and players. Addressing
the youth on this occasion, Gaurav
Kumar said that today's youth are
the future of the nation. If youth
power moves in the right direction,
the country can reach new heights.
He urged the youth to excel in
every field, including sports,
education, and social service, and
bring glory to their villages and the
country. He said that sports not
only develop physical strength but
also teach discipline, leadership,
and team spirit. Youth involved in
sports avoid evils like drug
addiction, so young people should
adopt a healthy lifestyle and
pursue sports. 

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, FEB 9

Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju on Monday strongly
criticised Congress MPs for disrupting
Lok Sabha proceedings, alleging
unruly behaviour inside the Speaker's
chamber and accusing the party of
deliberately stalling
Parliament.Reacting to the Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla's warning to the
Prime Minister on safety, Rijiju said
the conduct of Congress MPs was
unacceptable. This comes after Birla
on Thursday said he had advised
Prime Minister Narendra Modi not to
attend the House to prevent any
unpleasant incident after receiving
information that some Congress MPs
could approach the PM's seat and
"resort to an unprecedented
incident."Reacting to this, Rijiju said,
"There are not enough words to
condemn the behaviour of the
Congress MPs in the Lok Sabha
Speaker's chamber. When the

Congress party's leader has no control
over himself, then what the Speaker
has done is right."He further alleged
that the Congress had planned to
create chaos when the Prime Minister
entered the House."How the Congress
planned to snatch away papers from
the PM when he comes to the House.
Parliament is not a place for
'gundagardi'. But when the Congress
came to it, we acted with restraint.
There is a limit to everything," Rijiju
added.The Union Minister said the
government was keen to run the

House, but disruptions were hindering
parliamentary business."We want to
run the House. If the Congress doesn't
want the House to function, then the
other MPs will have to suffer its loss,"
he further said.In a separate statement,
Rijiju said the debate on the Motion of
Thanks on the President's Address
could not be held due to continued
disruptions. He alleged that the
Congress leadership in the Lok Sabha
was deliberately preventing
proceedings."The debate on Motion
of Thanks on the President's Address
could not be held in the Lok Sabha. I
think the Leader of the Congress party
in the Lok Sabha does not want the
House to run. The Speaker is also hurt
by the Congress MPs' behaviour," he
said.Rijiju warned that if the House
remained stalled, the Opposition
would be the most affected. "We want
to run the House, but if Congress
doesn't allow the House to function
and the Budget is passed by a voice
vote, this will affect Opposition MPs
the most, as they won't have a chance

to speak on it. We have already
submitted a list of all NDA MPs who
will speak in the debate on the Budget.
If the MPs don't get a chance to speak,
the Congress party will be
responsible," he said.He further
alleged that the Lok Sabha was being
stalled due to Rahul Gandhi's
stubbornness, adding that
parliamentary rules must be
followed. "The House is stalled
solely due to Rahul Gandhi's
stubbornness. In the House, one
must speak according to the rules. If
he speaks outside the rules, there is a
system in place to address it. These
rules and systems were framed long
ago, even during the time of his
grandparents," Rijiju added.
Meanwhile, Lok Sabha proceedings
saw no legislative business happen
on Monday as Speaker Om Birla
adjourned the House till 12 noon
amid Opposition sloganeering
demanding a discussion on the India-
US interim trade framework,
disrupting question hour. 

Kiren Rijiju slams Congress over Lok
Sabha proceedings disruptions

AJAY MALHOTRA
FATEHGARH SAHIB, FEB 9

Desh Bhagat University
(DBU), Mandi Gobindgarh,
has further elevated its
international presence by
actively participating in the
prestigious Alberta (Canada) –
India Diplomatic State Visit
2026 held in Chandigarh. The
participation marked a
significant step in DBU’s
mission to expand global
academic partnerships and
foster international
educational cooperation.

Chancellor Dr. Zora Singh
and Pro-Chancellor Dr.
Tajinder Kaur represented the
university during the high-
level Executive Meeting and
Strategic Dialogue, where they
engaged in meaningful
discussions with Hon. Rajan
Sawhney, Minister of
Immigration and
Multiculturalism, Government
of Alberta, Canada. In a key

moment of the session, DBU
leaders formally submitted an
official Collaboration
Proposal Document to
Minister Sawhney. The
comprehensive note
showcased the university’s
vision for long-term academic
and industrial cooperation
between India and Alberta.
The proposal detailed DBU’s
academic strengths and
highlighted potential areas of
mutual collaboration under
major strategic pillars,
including Education &

Academic Innovation,
Research & Knowledge
Creation, Technology &
Emerging Domains, Energy &
Hydrogen Initiatives, Agri-
Tech & Sustainable Farming
Systems and Skill
Development & Workforce
Training. DBU emphasized its
readiness to initiate joint
academic programs,
collaborative research
projects, student–faculty
exchange, and industry-
integrated skill development
initiatives. 

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR, FEB 9 

Tilak Raj Chadha Institute of
Management & Technology
(TIMT), Yamunanagar,
successfully hosted a two-day
grand Inter-College Fest
"SYNERGY 2K26" on 9th
and 10th February 2026 at the
TIMT campus. The event
proved to be a vibrant two-day
extravaganza that brought
together young minds
showcasing creativity,
innovation, and technical
excellence. The fest witnessed
enthusiastic participation from
students of esteemed colleges
and institutes from
Yamunanagar and nearby
regions, including MLN
College, JMIT, JMIETI,
Hindu Girls College, Guru
Nanak Girls College, DAV
Girls College, GNK
Yamunanagar, and Maharaja
Agrasen Institute of
Management & Technology,

SDIMT, Govt College
Chhachhrauli, Goswami
Ganesh Dutta Sanatam
Dharam College, SD Institute
and MMU. The event featured
a dynamic mix of technical
and non-technical
competitions, fostering
creativity, critical thinking,
leadership, and teamwork
among participants. Event
Highlights: Each event was
thoughtfully designed to test
participants' technical
expertise, creativity, strategic
thinking, problem-solving
skills, and teamwork, while
encouraging innovation and

entrepreneurial thinking
including Melody in Colors
with Corporate Brands
(Rangoli), Business Treasure
Hunt, Laugh Factory:
Corporate Humour Challenge,
Management Bingo, Web
Craft: The Website Clone
Challenge, Code with Al, Bug
Hunt: Debugging Challenge,
Checkmate Challenge (Chess)
and Typeracer. The Fastest
Fingers Challenge. Day 1 gave
an amazing start with great
participation and energy, but
this is just the beginning- Day
2 will bring more events that
are bigger.

One-day NSS camp organized
at Jat College Kaithal

SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL: The NSS unit of Jat College, Kaithal, organized
one-day camp on Monday. Dr. Manoj Kadian, Assistant
Professor at RKSD College, Kaithal, was the keynote
speaker. The program was presided over by the college's
Principal, Dr. Dinesh Dhillon. Dr. Manoj Kadian told the
students about the uses and misuses of mobile phones. He
stated that while mobile phones are tool for learning,
excessive use impact negatively the students' mental and
social lives. He emphasized the need for limited and
positive use of mobile phones. Principal Dr. Dinesh Dhillon
said that such programs helped to develop students'
personalities. Program Officer Dr. Labh Singh encouraged
NSS volunteers to practice discipline and social service and
presented the program's outline to the students. The
volunteers then carried out a cleanliness drive on the Jat
College grounds. Mr. Rajkumar Bainiwal, President of the
Jat High School Society, visited the grounds with the entire
management committee to inspect the cleaning work,
encouraged the volunteers and urged them to actively
participate in such programs.

BUREAU
NEW DELHI, FEB 9

Former Union Cabinet Minister
and Member of Parliament,
Anurag Singh Thakur, today
raised a serious public health
concern in the Lok Sabha under
Rule 377 regarding the alarming
levels of added sugars in baby
foods and soft drinks available in
the Indian market. He urged the
Government to ensure strict
monitoring of added sugars and to
introduce wider, bolder, and more
effective front-of-pack labelling
regulations to safeguard consumer
health, especially that of children.
Highlighting global health
standards, Shri Thakur pointed
out that the World Health
Organization (WHO)
recommends limiting free sugars
to below 10 percent of total
energy intake for adults and
children, ideally under 5 percent,
and clearly advises against any
added sugars in infant foods.
However, studies indicate that
some packaged baby foods in
India contain nearly 2.7 grams of

added sugar per serving, while
several popular soft drinks contain
approximately 10.6 grams of sugar
per 100 ml. Such high sugar
consumption, he noted, is directly
linked to the rising incidence of
childhood obesity, early-onset
diabetes, dental problems, and
other non-communicable diseases
among India’s youth.  Echoing
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
repeated warnings on the growing
threat of obesity, Shri Thakur
referenced the PM's Independence
Day address from the Red Fort in
2025, where he described obesity
as a "silent crisis" that could
become a major challenge for the
nation. 

CHANDIGARH
TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY 10, 2026

Desh Bhagat University strengthens global footprint at
Alberta (Canada) – India Diplomatic state visit 

Tilak Raj Chadha Institute of Management & Technology
hosts two-day Inter-College Fest "SYNERGY 2K26"

Isha M.Com final student of Guru Nanak
Khalsa College cracks UGC NET in Commerce

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR: Guru Nanak Khalsa College,
Yamunanagar’s, M.Com final year student Isha has successfully
qualified the UGC NET examination in Commerce, bringing great
honour to the institution. On this remarkable achievement, Principal
Dr. Arvinder Singh Bhalla expressed immense pride and stated that
Isha’s success reflects the academic excellence and dedicated
mentorship culture of the college. Dr. Jaswinder Kaur, Head,
Department of Commerce, congratulated Isha and appreciated her
hard work, consistency, and determination. She mentioned that the
department remains committed to guiding students towards
academic and professional excellence. Prof. Dr. Ashok Khurana, Dr.
Rajinder Singh Vohra (Associate Professor), and Jaspreet Singh also
congratulated Isha on her achievement and wished her great success
in her future academic and professional journey.Extending his best
wishes, Sardar Randeep Jauhar, President, Governing Body and
Managing Committee, congratulated Isha and said that such
achievements strengthen the reputation of the institution and
motivate the entire academic community.

Farewell ceremony organised
at Saraswati Public School

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR: Grand and emotional farewell
ceremony was organized for students of Class 12 at
Saraswati Public School. Program commenced with lighting
of lamp and Saraswati Vandana. School principal Taranpreet
Kaur addressed students, wishing them a bright future and
saying that this school is foundation of their lives and values
??and knowledge they have gained here will guide them at
every step.  Cultural performances, dances and skits
captivated everyone, while fun games and title rounds added
to the excitement of program. Mr. Farewell - Swayam
Gandhi and Miss Farewell - Vaishnavi, Tanisha with her
charming smile and Manas life of the show, were among
highlights. Students were honored with titles such as Mr.
Decent Armaan Sethi, Miss Decent Muskan, Mr. Best
Dressed Jatin Saini, Miss Best Dressed Radhika, Mr. Polite
Himanshu Gupta and Miss Polite Gautami. Students of Class
11 organized this program for their seniors and shared
emotional experiences, reminiscing about moments they
spent together, which brought tears to everyone's eyes.

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
PANCHKULA, FEB 9

Naresh Kumar Shastri, State
President of the Sarv
Karamchari Sangh Haryana,
said that the successful strike
on February 12 will increase
pressure on the government
to regularize contract
workers. He said that instead
of regularizing contract
employees in accordance
with the High Court’s
verdict, the government is
trying to avoid contempt of
court by offering so-called
job security. He demanded
the release of the pending
5–6 months’ wages of HKRN
employees, reinstatement of
terminated workers, and
regularization of contract
workers instead of mere job
security.He made this
announcement while

addressing employees’
meetings organized in
various departments in
Panchkula on Monday.
During the public contact
campaign, he was
accompanied by Subhash
Lamba, National President of
the All India State
Government Employees
Federation; Nitin Singla,
District President of the Sarv
Karamchari Sangh Haryana;
Secretary Vijay Pal; former
District Secretary Shravan
Kumar Jangra; Joint

Secretary Randhir Raghav,
among others.As part of the
campaign, gate meetings
were held on Monday in
departments including HSVP,
Public Health, Municipal
Corporation, Horticulture,
Class IV and Class III
employees, Electricity, and
the Mandi Board. In these
gate meetings, employees
pledged to participate
wholeheartedly in the strike
and decided to assemble in
Sector 5 for a massive
protest. 

February 12 strike will force government to
regularise contract workers: Naresh Shastri

MEHARJOT SINGH
SHAHKOT, FEB 9

With an aim to provide world-
class education and holistic
development to students in
the region, the newly
established Doon World
School inaugurated with
religious fervour at Malsian.
The ceremony commenced
with the solemn ‘Bhog’ of Sri
Sehaj Path, followed by
spiritual discourses delivered
by renowned scholars, setting
a pious tone for the
institution's journey.
Prominent political figures
and dignitaries from across
the region graced the
occasion, including
Dharamkot MLA Devinderjit
Singh Laddi Dhos, AAP
Halqa In-charge Parminder
Singh Pandori, BACKFINCO
Vice-Chairman Harjinder
Singh Seechewal, and BJP
leader Rana Hardeep Singh.
Surjit Singh Shanty

Seechewal attended on behalf
of Rajya Sabha MP Sant
Balbir Singh Seechewal.
Addressing the gathering,
MLA Laddi Dhos lauded the
pivotal role played by the
Dani family in the field of
education. In a personal note,
the MLA revealed that he is
an alumnus of their
institutions. "After
establishing a significant
footprint in the Malwa region,
the family's initiative to
extend their educational
philanthropy to the Doaba
belt is truly laudable," he
remarked, assuring the
management of his continued

support. Speaking on the
institution's vision, Managing
Director Jaswant Singh Dania
asserted that the school aims
to go beyond academic
instruction. "Our goal is to
mould students into
successful professionals.
Alumni from our group are
currently serving as Judges,
Pilots, IIT Engineers, and
Doctors," he stated. Chairman
Paramvir Singh underscored
the school's commitment to
holistic development, noting
that special emphasis would
be laid on inculcating moral
values alongside academic
excellence. 

CHAMANLAL
KARNAL, FEB 9

The seven-day
“Employability Skills
Training Programme for
Better Placement and
Entrepreneurship”, organized
by the Internship Cell and
Atam Nirbhar Bharat Cell of
Dyal Singh College, Karnal,
under the aegis of Mahindra
Pride Classroom, concluded
on 09 February 2026 at the
college Seminar Hall. The
workshop, conducted
exclusively for girl students,
aimed at strengthening career
readiness, workplace skills,
and self-development. The
concluding session was
presided over by the
Officiating Principal, Shri
Rajesh Arora, who
appreciated the consistent
enthusiasm and active

participation of the students
throughout the programme.
In his address, Shri Arora
highlighted the importance
of practical exposure,
adaptability, and a positive
professional attitude in
achieving long-term career
success. A message from the
Principal of the college, Dr.
Ashima Gakhar, was also
shared with the students, in
which she encouraged them
to remain confident,
continuously upgrade their
skills, and believe in their

potential to excel in both
professional and personal
life. Rajiv from Naandi
Foundation reflected on the
outcomes of the workshop
and appreciated the keen
interest shown by the
participants during the
training sessions. The
Workshop Coordinator, Dr.
Devinder Singh, presented a
brief overview of the
modules covered and the
overall learning outcomes
of the seven-day
programme. 

Session of employability skills workshop
concludes at Dyal Singh College, Karnal

Seven-day NSS camp
inaugurated at DAV PG College

CHAMANLAL
KARNAL: Seven days NSS camp inaugurated at DAV PG
College on Monday by visiting the slum area's labor colony.
Professor Dr. Rampal Saini, Vice Chancellor of Chaudhary Ranbir
Singh University, Jind, and Principal of the college, attended as the
chief guest. Upon his arrival, he was welcomed by NSS Program
Officer Dr. Poonam Verma with a bouquet. Addressing the
students, Professor Dr. Rampal Saini said that NSS provided youth
with a practical platform for social service, leadership and
responsibility. He encouraged volunteers to empower
underprivileged sections of society through digital literacy and to
spread awareness about sanitation, health and education. Dr. RP
emphasized that youth power is the greatest force for nation-
building, and that such camps foster a spirit of service and social
sensitivity in students. NSS Program Officer Dr. Poonam Verma
said that the NSS was a powerful medium for connecting youth
with society and this camp will provide volunteers with practical
experience in service, discipline and leadership. 

Students' engagement with literature and creative interest is highly commendable: DC

Anurag Thakur raises issue of high sugar
content in baby foods, soft drinks; calls for

strong front-of-pack labelling norms

Doon World School launch marks
new academic era in Malsian
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BJP government has failed 
on all fronts: Parag Gaba

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: A crucial meeting was organised by the District Con-
gress Committee in Ward Number 16, Zone Number 4 of Karnal, 
under the organization building campaign, with the objective of 
strengthening the organization at the booth level. The meeting 
was presided over by Zone In-charge and District Vice President 
Tarun Chauhan. District General Secretary Praveen Punia, Dis-
trict Secretary Sharda Sidhu, Bharat Dhillon, and a team of Con-
gress workers were present at the meeting. City District Presi-
dent Parag Gaba attended the meeting as the chief guest and 
was welcomed with garlands by the workers. During the meet-
ing, Congress leaders interacted directly with the citizens of the 
ward, listened to their problems, and assured them that the Con-
gress party would strongly raise all issues related to public inter-
est and would continuously strive for their resolution. 
On this occasion, City District President Parag Gaba said that in-
flation is continuously rising during the BJP government's tenure, 
and the youth are struggling to find employment. The condition of 
many roads in the city is dilapidated, and there are persistent 
sewerage problems in the colonies. He said that the BJP govern-
ment has proven to be a failure on all fronts. He said that the 
Congress party stands with the people and will continue to fight 
for their rights. District Congress Committee Vice President Dil-
sher Dacher, Ward President Asha Rani, and Rajan also played 
an active role in the program. Aarti, Suresh Kumar Parocha, 
Gautam Prasad, Ram Asre, Goldy, Bala, Amit Kumar, Preeti, 
Savita, Rajni, Rukmani, Hemlata, Bima, Salinder, and others 
were present on this occasion.

Jayaram Sainik School Cadets actively 
participate in Pariksha Pe Charcha
HANS RAJ YADAV
KURUKSHETRA: Inspired 
by Brahm Swaroop Brahm-
achari, the head of the Shri 
Jayaram Institutions operat-
ing across the country and 
Chairman of Shri Jayaram 
Educational Institutions, Ja-
yaram Sainik School cadets 
actively participated in the 
9th edition of Pariksha Pe 
Charcha. Jayaram Sainik School's Administrative Officer, Suresh 
Kumar, said that the live broadcast of the 9th edition of Pariksha 
Pe Charcha, organised by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, was 
enthusiastically watched at Jayaram Sainik School. On this oc-
casion, Sainik cadets of classes 6th and 7th participated in a 
special one-hour session. 
The main objective of the programme was to alleviate students' 
exam anxiety and inspire them to move forward with a positive 
attitude and confidence. Prime Minister Modi advised the stu-
dents to remain stress-free and view exams as an opportunity. 
He gave important suggestions to the students regarding regular 
study, time management, self-assessment, and adopting a 
healthy lifestyle. He also advised teachers to play the role of 
guides and parents not to put unnecessary pressure on their 
children. 

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA 
KARNAL, FEBRUARY 9: 

Farmer leader Anoop Singh 
Chanaut, who played a signif-
icant role during the pro-
longed farmers’ 
movement against 
the three central 
farm laws, has been 
appointed as India 
Head for Agricul-
ture by the Eurasia 
Afro Chamber of 
Commerce.

A native of 
Chanaut village in 
Hansi district of 
Haryana, Chanaut 
brings extensive grassroots 
experience in the agricultur-
al sector. His active involve-
ment in the farmers’ agita-
tion has given him a deep 
understanding of farmers’ is-
sues and policy require-
ments, which is cited as a key 
reason behind his appoint-
ment.

The Eurasia Afro Cham-

ber of Commerce has been 
steadily expanding its global 
footprint and now has a pres-
ence in more than 50 coun-
tries, associating with senior 
officials and leading industri-

alists. Along with 
trade and industry, 
the organisation has 
also been playing an 
active role in social 
initiatives and has 
recently expanded 
its focus to the agri-
culture sector.

Chanaut’s ap-
pointment is expect-
ed to provide fresh 
direction to agricul-

tural development, farmer 
welfare and international ag-
ricultural trade in India. Ex-
pressing gratitude on his ap-
pointment, he thanked the 
chamber’s chairman, Rohit 
Gupta, and said that in his 
new role he would work to-
wards promoting agricultur-
al exports, empowering farm-
ers, strengthening public-pri-

vate partnerships and en-
hancing international coop-
eration in agriculture, in line 
with sustainable develop-
ment goals.

Welcoming him to the 
country-level Team India, 
the Eurasia Afro Chamber of 
Commerce expressed confi-
dence in Chanaut’s leader-
ship and his ability to con-
tribute meaningfully to the 
agriculture sector. Chanaut 
said he would strive to be-
come a strong voice for 
farmers and emphasised the 
need for adopting modern 
technology while reforming 
traditional farming practic-
es. He added that such trans-
formation is not possible 
without government sup-
port, as farmers today are 
not in a position to absorb 
losses.

He underlined that farm-
ers play a decisive role in the 
country’s development and 
stressed the need for con-
crete, farmer-centric policies. 

JAIBEER SINGH
BARARA, FEBRUARY 9

Under the auspices of the All-Hin-
du Conference Organising Com-
mittee, Barara, an All-Hindu Con-
ference was organised with the 
objective of uniting the 
Hindu community, pre-
serving Sanatan cul-
ture, and strengthening 
social unity. Surendra 
Singh, Organising Sec-
retary of the Bharatiya 
Kisan Sangh from Ut-
tar Pradesh, Sadhvi 
Purnanand Maharaj 
from Haridwar, Sister 
Savita from the Brah-
ma Kumari Ashram, 
and storyteller Thakur 
Naveen Krishna were specially 
present at the conference. Vari-
ous religious and social organisa-
tions of the region provided their 
support for the event. The main 
speaker, Surendra Singh, said 
that the objective of the Hindu 
conference is not to display power 

or establish dominance over any-
one. Today, the world is talking 
about rights, forgetting about du-
ties, due to which humanity is 
moving towards inhumanity. 
Hindutva is inspired by the spirit 
of “Sarve Bhavantu Sukhinah” 

(May all be happy), which focuses 
on environmental protection, so-
cial balance, and humanity. He 
emphasized balanced interaction 
with the five elements—earth, 
water, air, fire, and space—saying 
that the earth is our mother and 
we should take only what we need 

from it.
Expressing concern over 

chemical poisons in agricul-
ture, increasing diseases, and 
social disintegration, he said 
that change in society does not 
come from a single organiza-

tion, but from the 
participation of the 
entire society. Pot-
ters, blacksmiths, 
farmers, journal-
ists—everyone has 
an equal role. Not 
equality, but har-
mony can take so-
ciety forward, be-
cause diversity is 
the beauty of na-
ture. On this occa-
sion, Sadhvi Pur-

nanand Maharaj said that to-
day we are followers of Sana-
tan Dharma, but our behavior 
is increasingly influenced by 
Western culture. Our Indian 
culture should be reflected in 
our clothing, food, language, 
and behavior. 

Hindutva is the path of humanity and 
“live and let live”: Surendra Singh

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, FEBRUARY 9

BKU State President Ratanman reprimanded 
the Chief Minister regarding the cut in old-age 
pensions, saying that the government is delib-
erately harassing the elderly. The Bharatiya 
Kisan Union will not tolerate this under any 
circumstances. He warned that if the govern-
ment does not immediately restore pensions 
for all the elderly, a massive protest movement 
will be launched across the entire state. The 
district-level farmers' meeting of the Bharati-
ya Kisan Union (BKU) was held on Monday at 
the Deenbandhu Sir Chhotu Ram Kisan Bha-
wan. The meeting was presided over by Dis-
trict President Surendra Singh Ghumman, 
while the proceedings were conducted by Gen-
eral Secretary Surendra Beniwal. State Presi-
dent Ratanman was specially present at the 
meeting.

BKU State President Ratanman said that 
the elderly have contributed to society and the 
country throughout their lives, but today 
these same elderly people are forced to wander 
from door to door for their pensions. He said 

that this policy of the government is not only 
inhumane but also anti-people. If the govern-
ment does not resolve the issues related to old-
age pensions and the construction of the Kar-
nal Ring Road within a week, the organisation 
will be forced to launch a large-scale move-
ment. Ratanman further said that if the elder-
ly continue to be harassed in this way, this 
government will not last long. During the 
meeting, farmers and the elderly raised slo-
gans against the government and demanded 
the immediate withdrawal of the pension cut 
decision. If the issues of service lane construc-
tion on the Ring Road and old-age pensions are 
not resolved within a week, a massive protest 
movement will be launched across the state. If 
the elderly continue to be harassed like this, 
this government will not last long.

Along with this, a serious discussion was 
also held regarding the demand for the con-
struction of a service lane on the Karnal Ring 
Road. Farmers said that they are facing great 
difficulties due to the lack of a service lane on 
the Ring Road. A detailed discussion was also 
held on formulating a strategy for the move-
ment on this issue. 

 
CM welcomed for 
down-to-earth 
leadership

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR: Chief Minister 
Nayab Singh Saini is known for his 
down-to-earth leadership and re-
spect for party workers. Sandeep 
Saini, President of Saini community 
in Radaur, welcomed him along with 
his associates at Sant Kabir Kutir in 
Chandigarh on Monday. Sandeep 
Saini said that if leaders like CM 
Nayab Singh Saini, abandon poli-
tics of mere photo opportunities 
and work on ground, public will re-
ceive real benefits.He said that to-
day many leaders have limited 
themselves to getting their pictures 
taken just to stay in limelight, while 
solutions to public's problems 
should be found at grassroots lev-
el. Sandeep Saini said that Chief 
Minister Nayab Singh Saini is lead-
er connected to people who under-
stands feelings of common worker 
and gives them due respect.  He 
also raised issue of old-age pen-
sion problems with Chief Minister.  
Raju Gupta, Ramesh Kumar Saini, 
Vinod Kumar and other workers 
were also present.

NEWS BRIEFS 

BUREAU 
CHANDIGARH, FEB  9

Haryana Chief Minister Sh. Nayab 
Singh Saini said that officers should 
carry out public-interest works with 
the highest priority, full sensitivity 
and responsibility, ensuring that no 
negligence occurs at any level. He 
stated that the government is fully 
committed to the overall development 
of Gurugram and the resolution of cit-
izens’ problems. Every issue related 
to the district is being considered seri-
ously, and prompt and effective solu-
tions are being ensured. The govern-
ment is continuously reviewing pub-
lic grievances so that people receive 
timely relief and development works 
maintain momentum.

The Chief Minister was presiding 
over the meeting of the District Public 
Relations and Grievance Redressal 
Committee in Gurugram on Monday. 
Haryana Industries and Commerce 
Minister Rao Narbir Singh, Pataudi 
MLA Smt. Bimla Chaudhary, and 
Sohna MLA Sh. Tejpal Tanwar was 
also present.

A total of 17 complaints were 
placed in the meeting, out of which 
the Chief Minister resolved 12 on the 
spot, while directions were issued to 

keep 5 cases pending till the next 
meeting. He instructed concerned of-
ficers to present status reports on the 
pending cases in the upcoming meet-
ing.

During the meeting, Chief Minis-
ter Sh. Nayab Singh Saini took cogni-
zance of a complaint regarding the 
poor condition of the road from 
Umang Bhardwaj Chowk in Sec-
tor-10A via Gadoli up to Dwarka Ex-
pressway. He directed concerned of-
ficers to make the road pothole-free 
within the next 24 hours. If there is 
any encroachment on the road, it 
should be removed immediately on 
priority. He said that irrespective of 
the department concerned—wheth-
er HSIIDC, Municipal Corporation, 
or GMDA—necessary action must be 

taken as per rules to repair all roads 
and make them motorable within 
one month.

Taking serious cognizance in the 
previous meeting of a complaint sub-
mitted by Carnation Residency 
RWA, Sector-85, regarding road ob-
struction, the Chief Minister had 
constituted a committee of con-
cerned departments. Based on the 
committee’s report, the private land 
in question has now been purchased 
by the builder, and the process of re-
moving old structures built there 
has begun. Thereafter, within two 
weeks, a 24-metre-wide connecting 
road will be constructed, establish-
ing direct connectivity with Sec-
tor-86 main road and Dwarka Ex-
pressway.

Focus on Gurugram’s development and 
prompt resolution of public grievances: CM

Public grievance redressal camps 
reflection of government's 
responsibility towards public
ASHOK CHUGH
PANIPAT: In the ambitious Jan Samadhan Shivir (Public Griev-
ance Redressal Camp) programme of the Haryana government, 
which aims for direct interaction with the public, Deputy Commis-
sioner Virender Kumar Dahiya listened attentively to the prob-
lems of the district's citizens on Monday. Deputy Commissioner 
Dahiya instructed that problems that can be resolved immediate-
ly should be addressed without delay, and for cases that require 
more time, a clear timeframe should be set and the complainant 
should be given complete information. In the camp, 34 citizens 
presented their personal and departmental problems to the ad-
ministration, and many of these complaints were resolved on the 
spot through the efforts of the Deputy Commissioner. He clearly 
stated that the Jan Samadhan Shivir is not a mere formality for 
the administration, but a direct proof of its responsibility towards 
the public. Every complaint is linked to a citizen's hope, and re-
solving it is the administration's duty, not a favor.
Municipal Corporation Joint Commissioner Mani Tyagi said that 
problems related to the Municipal Corporation are directly con-
nected to the daily lives of ordinary citizens. She said that the rel-
evant complaints have been taken seriously, and the resolution 
of all corporation-related problems received at the Jan Sama-
dhan Shivir will be ensured within the stipulated time frame. DSP 
Satish Vats said that the police department's responsibility is not 
limited to maintaining law and order, but it is also the duty of the 
police to instill confidence in the public regarding security and 
justice. All complaints received at the camp related to the police 
have been taken note of immediately, and fair and timely action 
is being ensured. 

If the govt does not restore 
pensions for elderly, protest will be 
launched across state: Rattanman

DALBIR MALIK
KURUKSHETRA, FEB 9

A dignified and emotional fare-
well ceremony was held for 
Class 12 students of Shri Maha-
vir Jain Public School by Class 
11 students. It was conducted 
under guidance of school princi-
pal Pooja Sharma. Ceremony 
began with lighting of lamp.
Principal Pooja Sharma empha-
sised that hard work, discipline 
and a positive attitude are keys 
to success. She wished students 

a bright future and encouraged 
them to continue moving for-
ward in life. Students shared 
their experiences of school life 
and expressed their gratitude to 
their teachers. 

Cultural performances 
were also presented during 
program including songs, 
dances and inspiring speech-
es that touched everyone's 
hearts. Jivesh Kaushal as Mr. 
SMJPS and Sofia as Miss SM-
JPS.  Nidhi was chosen as 
Miss Eve and Suryansh as 

Mr. Eve. Selected students 
were honored on stage and ev-
eryone applauded them enthu-
siastically.Teachers wished 
students well, saying that ed-
ucation and values ​​they re-
ceived at school would guide 
them at every stage of their 
lives. At end of ceremony, 
students were presented with 
mementos. Farewell ceremo-
ny concluded with a mix of 
emotions, sweet memories 
and best wishes for a bright 
future.

Farewell ceremony held for Class 12 students 
at Shri Mahavir Jain Public School

Divyanshu of Sunrise Public School wins 
gold medal in International Hindi Olympiad
PRITI SAINI
SADHAURA: Students of the local Sunrise Public School, Khiz-
rabad, have achieved remarkable success in the International Hin-
di Olympiad. In this competition held in October 2025, school stu-
dent Divyanshu 
performed ex-
ceptionally well 
and won a gold 
medal, bringing 
glory to the 
school. The 
school principal 
also presented 
certificates of ap-
preciation to all 
the participating 
students to en-
courage them. 
On this occasion, 
the school man-
ager, Dr. Viren-
dra Singh Sindhu, and Principal Paramjit Kaur congratulated the 
winning student, Divyanshu, and wished him a bright future. They 
said that Hindi is our mother tongue and our pride, and such com-
petitions increase children's interest in the language and their 
knowledge of grammar.
The principal also appreciated the cooperation of the teachers and 
parents, under whose guidance the students were able to reach this 
level. Finally, all the winning children were encouraged and motivated 
to continue working hard in the future.

MAHENDER GOYAL 
HISAR, FEB 9

Block Education Officer 
Rakesh Charaya, while ex-
plaining importance of indige-
nous products to volunteers at 
NSS camp, emphasized adopt-
ing Swadeshi ideology.  At Na-
tional Service Scheme camp 
being held at Guru Gora-
khnath Ji Government College 
on Rajgarh Road, he encour-
aged volunteers to adopt indig-
enous products. Rakesh 
Charaya said that country's 
economy can be strengthened 
by promoting indigenous and 
cottage industries. He ap-
pealed to every citizen to use 
only indigenous products in 
their daily lives. This will not 
only increase employment but 
also provide opportunities for 
small-scale entrepreneurs to 
establish themselves.Charaya 
explained that promoting in-
digenous products will reduce 
citizens' dependence on foreign 
goods. He said that in today's 

world, most people start using 
foreign goods without proper 
scrutiny due to glitz and glam-
our of advertising.  In contrast, 
young people should have com-
plete information about every 
product and should promote 
purchase of indigenous prod-
ucts as much as possible. He 
said that to strengthen Swadeshi 
ideology, Swadeshi fairs, work-
shops and several other pro-
grams are organized every year 
in Hisar. Young people should 
participate in these to under-
stand Swadeshi ideology. He 
said that instead of chasing jobs, 
young people should seriously 

consider self-employment. By 
becoming successful entrepre-
neurs, young people can provide 
employment to many families. 
Volunteers were also adminis-
tered an oath to adopt indige-
nous products. Volunteers also 
honored Rakesh Charaya by 
presenting him with a plant.Vol-
unteers at NSS camp also asked 
Rakesh Charaya several ques-
tions. BEO answered all ques-
tions satisfactorily, satisfying 
students' curiosity. NSS pro-
gram officers Dr Rajendra 
Prasad, Dr Kumari Saroj and 
Prof Sunil Kumar were present 
among others.

 BEO Rakesh Charaya emphasizes adopting 
Swadeshi ideology at NSS camp

 Eurasia Afro Chamber of Commerce appoints Anoop 
Singh Chanaut as India head for agriculture

YAGYADUTT SHASHTRI
PEHOWA, FEBRUARY 9

A free health camp was organ-
ised at the old Shiva Temple in 
Ismailabad as part of MP 
Naveen Jindal's initiative to 
strengthen health facilities in 
the Kurukshetra parliamentary 
constituency. 886 people benefit-
ed from the health services pro-
vided. Doctors at the camp con-
ducted examinations for vari-
ous ailments. Through the 
Kishori Didi van, blood and 
anemia tests were conducted for 
girls under 18 years of age to pre-
vent complications during preg-
nancy. Thanks to MP Naveen 
Jindal, people are receiving 
health services at their door-
step. Many people only become 
aware of underlying health is-
sues after attending these 
camps. In this way, Naveen Jin-
dal's camps are proving helpful 
in keeping them healthy. He 
said that MP Naveen Jindal is 
the first MP in the country to 
have launched so many public 

welfare schemes in his constitu-
ency that it is difficult to count 
them all. 

The people of the area 
should stand shoulder to shoul-
der with their MP Jindal and 
strengthen his hands. During 
the camp, super-specialist doc-
tors from various hospitals con-
ducted eye examinations, dental 
check-ups, gynecological exam-
inations, breast cancer screen-
ings, general health check-ups 
through a mobile medical unit, 
and anemia testing through the 
Kishori Didi van. Camp in-
charge Shubham Aeri said that 

under the first phase of the Ku-
rukshetra Parliamentary Con-
stituency Empowerment Cam-
paign, free health camps are be-
ing organised throughout the 
Kurukshetra parliamentary 
constituency according to the 
scheduled programme. MP 
Naveen Jindal is providing nu-
merous health facilities to fulfill 
his commitment to a healthy 
Kurukshetra parliamentary 
constituency. MP Naveen Jin-
dal believes that being 
health-conscious is very import-
ant for staying healthy. Through 
these health camps, not only are 

free check-ups and medicines 
being provided, but people are 
also being made aware of health 
issues. The Naveen Jindal Foun-
dation is continuously working 
in the fields of health, education, 
and social empowerment to en-
sure that essential facilities 
reach the common people on 
time.  Present on this occasion 
were Municipal Council Chair-
man's representative Chiran-
jeev Garg, Prahlad Sharma, 
Councillor Deepak Papneja, 
Councillor Ashwini Sharma, 
Vinod Pal Jhansa, Mandal Pres-
ident Pradeep Sharma, Meena 
Ranga Sarpanch Thaskan Mira-
ji, Gaurav Garg Jhansa, Sar-
panch representative Rajesh 
Jalbehra, Narwair Singh, Sushil 
Sharma, Jitendra Papneja, Na-
seeb Singh Guraya, Ajay Dh-
ingra, Manjit Singh Jhansa, 
Madan Manchanda, Jagdeep 
Kaner, Gautam Parocha, Satish 
Kaushal, Praveen Lotni, MP's 
constituency in-charge Jeet 
Ram and Abhishek Garg Ankit, 
among many others.

Naveen Jindal Foundation holds free health 
camp at Shiva Temple



EDITORIAL 
Researchers give insights 
into cell's repair system

n living organisms, the membrane that encloses the cells 

Iis incredibly delicate and flexible. Many biological 
activities depend on how it repairs and protects itself 

from harm, yet this process is still poorly understood. 
Researchers at Forschungszentrum Julich have now used 
cryo-electron microscopy to uncover intriguing new 
information. Known from the photosynthetic system of 
plants, algae, and bacteria, the membrane protein Vipp1 may 
generate a variety of structures that may be used as 
instruments to reinforce and strengthen the cell membrane 
when needed. In a follow-up investigation, the scientists also 
managed to get fresh perspectives on the role of the associated 
bacterial protein PspA. Vipp1 and PspA are two molecules 
that have exceptional plasticity and may take on many 
shapes, such as rings and tubes with various diameters. The 
cell membrane has numerous important functions. For 
instance, it protects the inside of the cell from the 
environment. At the same time, nutrients are absorbed 
through the cell membrane, waste products are excreted, and 
signals are transmitted between cells. Despite its central role, 
the cell membrane is also very sensitive. It consists of a thin 
layer of lipids which, although protective by themselves, are 
also susceptible to stress caused by physical pressure and 
stretching or chemical influences. Environmental factors 
such as UV radiation or toxins can also damage the 
membrane. In plant cells, for example, intense light can 
severely stress and even damage the membranes in the 
chloroplasts, where photosynthesis takes place. Proteins such 
as Vipp1 are therefore essential for the survival of the cell, as 
they protect the membrane structures and repair them if 
necessary. How exactly the mechanism works is not yet fully 
understood. However, thanks to the state-of-the-art cryo-
electron microscopes at Julich's Ernst Ruska-Centre, the 
researchers have now been able to gain new insights into the 
interaction between Vipp1 and the cell membrane. They 
discovered that Vipp1 forms carpet-like structures on the cell 
membrane and stabilize it. In addition, they found ring 
complexes and tubes made of Vipp1 filled with membrane, 
which can possibly "pinch off" damaged membrane areas as 
well as connect two separate membranes. These new findings 
provide new insights into the ability of the proteins Vipp1 and 
PspA to alter cell membranes and thus protect vital processes 
in the cells. These discoveries could contribute to the 
development of new biotechnological applications in the 
future, such as the production of biomaterials or the 
optimization of photosynthesis in plants. Vipp1 is 
particularly important, as it is involved in the formation and 
maintenance of thylakoid membranes - membranes in the 
chloroplasts of plant cells where the light reaction of 
photosynthesis takes place, i.e. the conversion of light into 
chemical energy. It is interesting to note that the basic 
mechanism is highly similar to the ESCRT-III proteins, which 
are also highly conserved in human cells. 

T
he Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has 
likely come to the 

end of its rate-cutting cycle 
and is expected to opt for a 
long pause, as there appears 
to be limited room to lower 
interest rates further unless 
the new series of CPI and 
GDP throw up unforeseen 
surprises, according to a 
report by Bank of 
Baroda.The report 
highlighted that recent 
policy signals from the RBI, 
including its neutral stance, 
indicate that the Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) is 
now focused on supporting 
growth while preserving 
financial stability, rather 
than continuing with rate 
cuts.It stated, "We believe 
that the RBI has come to an 
end of its rate cutting cycle 
and would now opt for a 
long pause."RBI Governor, 
in his policy statement, 
noted that "Benign inflation 
provides the leeway to 
remain growth-supportive 
while preserving financial 
stability. We remain 
committed to... sustain the 
growth momentum."
According to the report, 

this statement, along with 
the neutral policy stance, 
suggests that the MPC has 
reached the end of its 
easing cycle and will keep 
policy rates on hold for an 
extended period.
The MPC unanimously 
decided to keep policy rates 
unchanged in its latest 
February meeting, 
following a 25 basis points 
cut in the previous meeting 
held in December 2025. The 
stance of monetary policy 
was retained at neutral, 

reflecting a balanced 
approach between growth 
and inflation risks. The 
repo rate is now unchanged 
at 5.25 per cent.
On the liquidity front, the 
RBI reiterated that it would 
continue to maintain 
sufficient liquidity in the 
system as and when 
required. The central bank 
also deferred providing its 
full-year growth and 
inflation forecasts to April 
2026, as it is awaiting the 
release of the new CPI and 

GDP series later this 
month.According to the 
Bank of Baroda report, the 
April 2026 policy will offer 
more clarity on the outlook 
for full-year growth and 
inflation.Given the current 
macroeconomic backdrop 
and revised inflation 
projections, the report 
believes that the RBI has 
concluded its rate-cutting 
phase and is now set to 
remain on pause for a 
prolonged period.

T
he East Turkistan Government 
in Exile (ETGE) marked the 29th 
anniversary of the 1997 Ghulja 

Massacre, renewing its call for decisive 
international action against China's 
policies in East Turkistan, as noted in a 

post shared by ETGE on X.According to 
the ETGE post, the commemoration 
honoured the victims of what it 
described as one of the most serious 
atrocities committed by the People's 
Republic of China in occupied East 
Turkistan. The group recalled that on 

February 5, 1997, thousands of Uyghurs, 
Kazakhs and other Turkic peoples had 
staged a peaceful protest in Ghulja 
against religious, political and cultural 
repression. Chinese forces responded 
with live fire and mass arrests, 

resulting in hundreds of deaths and 
thousands of detentions, 
disappearances and alleged executions. 
ETGE said the massacre later became a 
precursor to what it termed a wider 
genocidal campaign that intensified 
after 2014.As cited by ETGE's post on X, 

commemorative events were organised 
in Washington, D.C., and other 
international locations, including 
gatherings outside the US Department 
of State. The organisation stressed that 
remembrance should be accompanied 

by accountability and concrete 
measures.
ETGE President Dr. Mamtimin 
Ala, speaking from Australia, 
was quoted as saying that the 
Ghulja Massacre represented an 
"ongoing genocide," adding that 
the victims would not be 
forgotten and that those 
responsible should not enjoy 
impunity.Addressing supporters 
outside the US State Department, 
ETGE Foreign Minister Salih 
Hudayar said the massacre was 
part of a continuous colonial 
process following China's 
military occupation of East 
Turkistan in 1949. He criticised 
the use of the term "Xinjiang," 
calling it a reflection of colonial 
control, and outlined policy 
demands including stronger 
sanctions, a ban on forced-labour 
imports and international 
accountability mechanisms, as 
cited by ETGE.The post further 
warned of expanding 
transnational repression, 
alleging intimidation and 
infiltration of the Uyghur and 
East Turkistani diaspora by 
Chinese agencies. ETGE 

reiterated that February 5, 2026, was 
observed globally as a day of mourning 
and resistance, reaffirming its 
commitment to justice, accountability 
and the restoration of East Turkistan's 
national independence.

ETGE marked 29th anniversary of Ghulja massacre
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T
he long-anticipated 
interim trade agreement 
between India and the 

United States has finally come 
into force, delivering a cautious 
but politically significant de-
escalation of bilateral trade 
tensions and reopening a 
pathway toward a more 
ambitious Bilateral Trade 
Agreement (BTA) later this year.

As announced earlier by US 
President Donald Trump, the 
interim arrangement arrived at 
on Friday late night provides 
that the United States will levy 
a lower tariff rate of 18 per cent 
on a wide range of Indian-origin 
goods, including textiles and 
apparel, leather and footwear, 
plastics and rubber, organic 
chemicals, home décor, artisanal 
products and select machinery.

While the tariff level stops 
short of a full rollback, analysts 
and industry bodies see it as a 
meaningful reduction from 
earlier, more restrictive 
regimes. “We have managed to 
protect core agricultural 
interests while de-escalating the 
trade tensions as they should be 
done … but more work needs to 
be done by both sides,” said 
Pinak R Chakravarty, former 
Secretary, Economic Relations 
in the Ministry of External 
Affairs.

At first glance, New Delhi’s 
messaging around the interim 
India–United States trade 
agreement has focused on 
reassurance. Commerce 
Minister Piyush Goyal has 
emphasised that the deal 
“completely protects” India’s 
most politically sensitive 
agricultural and dairy sectors.

The assertion is in part aimed 
at domestic audiences for whom 
market access in maize, wheat, 
rice, dairy, poultry, and allied 
products remains a red line and 

in part for the global strategic 
audience to underline that farm 
trade remains India’s most 
sensitive veto point in trade 
negotiations.

India’s give-aways have as 
yet not been clearly revealed, but 
while lower tariffs on most US 
exports will be brought in 
according to sources, “core sector 
interests remain protected.” 
However, high-end farm products 
and processed food ranging from 
vegetables, fruits, wines, and 
processed food items will be 

allowed entry at highly 
competitive duty rates. As will 
high end automobiles and 
machinery, including defence 
and nuclear project-related 
manufactures.

From India’s point of view, 
tariffs on certain high-value 
Indian export categories, generic 
pharmaceuticals, gems and 
diamonds, and aircraft parts, are 
slated for removal, subject to the 
successful implementation and 
finalisation of the interim pact.

The United States will also 

withdraw national security-
related duties earlier imposed on 
Indian aircraft and aircraft 
components under steel, 
aluminium and copper-related 
measures. This would be good 
news for GE, Boeing and a 
number of aircraft and defence 
producers who have or are 
planning to set up bases in India.

The immediate gains are 
expected to be sector-specific 
rather than economy-wide, but 
they span both labour-intensive 
and high-technology segments. 
“The deal can be considered a 
beginning. There will be more 
discussions and more haggling 
on tariff rates. However, the non-
tariff barriers that India had at 
some stage brought in, are being 
dismantled,” said Prof Biswajit 
Dhar, former WTO Chair at the 
Indian Institute of Foreign 
Trade.

Indian generic drug 
manufacturers stand to benefit 
from improved access to the 
US market, potentially 
reinforcing India’s role as a 
key supplier of affordable 
medicines. The gems and 
jewellery sector, particularly 
India’s cutting and polishing 
industry, could see increased 
margins and higher export 
volumes despite stronger price 
competitiveness that has set 
in, in that sector.

The removal of tariffs on 
aircraft and aircraft parts is 
seen as a boost for India’s 
emerging aerospace ecosystem, 
including manufacturing, 
maintenance, repair and 
overhaul (MRO) operations, 
and component suppliers.

For textiles and apparel 
exporters, the lower reciprocal 
tariff rate enhances 
competitiveness in the US 
market, especially in labour-
intensive categories facing 

stiff competition from other 
low-cost producers such as 
Vietnam, Cambodia, Turkey 
and Bangladesh.

Engineering goods, 
including industrial 
machinery and auto 
components, electric vehicle 
component makers, are also 
expected to gain from reduced 
trade friction, while organic 
chemicals, plastics and rubber 
products benefit from 
improved pricing and market 
access.

While the interim 
agreement does not resolve all 
outstanding trade issues, both 
governments have reiterated 
their commitment to pursue a 
comprehensive BTA covering 
goods, services, digital trade, 
investment cooperation and 
supply chain resilience.

Implementation of the 
revised tariffs is set to begin 
promptly, with operational 
guidelines to be issued by 
relevant authorities.

Analysts believe that the 
interim pact ”is not 
liberalisation in the classical 
sense. Rather, it reflects a 
recalibration”. Their assertion 
is that India has shown its 
willingness to trade regulatory 
flexibility in selected sectors 
for tariff relief and strategic 
alignment with its largest 
trading partner. "This is 
realpolitics," admitted Dhar.

For now, the deal offers 
Indian exporters a degree of 
tariff certainty at a time of global 
trade volatility. More 
importantly, it signals renewed 
political will on both sides to 
anchor the India–US economic 
relationship in a more 
predictable and rules-based 
framework, even as negotiations 
on the final agreement continue.

Who gains as tariffs ease

KIIT continues strong placement performance for 2025 batch; NVIDIA, microsoft among top recruiters
Bhubaneswar, Dec 19: KIIT 

Deemed to be University (KIIT-
DU) has once again 

demonstrated its strong standing 
among India’s leading universities with 
an impressive on-campus placement 
performance for the 2025 batch. 
Despite a challenging job market 
globally, KIIT recorded an overall 
placement conversion of around 92.5 
per cent, reaffirming why it is 
consistently regarded as one of the 
best institutions for campus 
placements in the country.
During the 2025 placement season, 
over 757 companies visited the KIIT 
campus to recruit from around 5,000 
eligible students, resulting in 
approximately 4,621 job offers across 
various schools and disciplines.

Strong Performance by KIIT 
School of Technology  The KIIT 
School of Technology (KSOT) led the 
placement drive, with more than 3,800 
job offers made by 451 companies. The 
average CTC stood at Rs 8.5 lakh per 
annum, while 739 students secured 
multiple offers, reflecting the strong 
industry demand for KIIT graduates. 

Notably, over 1,500 offers were 
classified as “Dream Offers”, and 59 
companies offered packages of Rs 
10 LPA and above.

The highest package of Rs 51 
LPA was offered by Microsoft, while 
mass recruiters such as TCS (530 
offers) and Wipro (342 offers) hired in 
large numbers. In addition, 1,209 paid 
internship opportunities were 
generated, providing valuable industry 
exposure to students even before 
graduation.

NVIDIA Among Top High-
Paying Recruiters One of the key 
highlights of the 2025 placement 
season was the recruitment by 
NVIDIA, which offered a CTC of Rs 
36.28 LPA, placing it among the top-
paying companies at KIIT. NVIDIA’s 
participation reflects KIIT’s growing 
reputation among global technology 
leaders and its strong focus on future-
ready skills in areas such as artificial 
intelligence, computing, and 
advanced engineering.

Other companies offering 
packages above Rs 30 LPA included 
Human Resocia, Hike, and PayPal, 

further underlining the diversity and 
quality of recruiters visiting the campus.

Strong Placements Across 
Other Schools The KIIT School of 
Management (KSOM) witnessed 
participation from 161 companies, 
generating 401 offers for MBA students. 
The highest package was Rs 20 LPA, 
with an average package of Rs 7.25 
LPA.The KIIT School of Rural 
Management (KSRM) once again 
achieved 100 per cent placement, 
maintaining its consistent record. In all, 
51 companies recruited students, with 
the highest package reaching Rs 
20.71 LPA and an average of Rs 5.75 
LPA.The KIIT School of 
Biotechnology (KSBT) recorded 85 
per cent  placement, with several 
students opting for higher studies. 42 
companies participated, and the 
highest package was Rs 8 LPA.

The KIIT School of Law (KSOL) 
attracted 52 law firms and corporate 
organisations, including leading names 
such as Wadia Ghandy & Co., Athena 
Law, and Bajaj Allianz. The highest 
package of Rs 9.6 LPA was offered by 
Wadia Ghandy& Co. with an average of 

Rs 4.5 LPA.
Top 10 Companies Offering the 

Highest Packages  The placement 
season saw strong interest from global 
and high-end recruiters. The top 10 
highest-paying companies were 
Microsoft(Rs 51.00 LPA),  Human 
Resocia (Rs 44.52 LPA), Hike (Rs 
41.70 LPA), PayPal (Rs 36.50 LPA), 
NVIDIA (Rs 36.28 LPA), ITAGAKI 
Corporation (Zenken) (Rs 28.98 LPA), 
Juspay Technologies (Rs 27.00 LPA), 
Cisco (Rs 24.73 LPA),  D. E. Shaw 
India (Rs 24.30 LPA) .

2026 Placements Off to a 
Strong Start Even as placements for 
the 2025 graduating batch concluded 
on a high note, KIIT has already gained 
strong traction in the ongoing campus 
recruitment for the 2026 graduating 
students. Despite challenging global 
market conditions, the university has 
already achieved an overall placement 
conversion of around 70 per cent so far 
across major schools, even as the 
season is still midway.

The KIIT School of Technology 
has led the 2026 placement drive, with 
over 3,000 offers made by more than 

175 companies to date. This includes 
over 1,200 dream offers of Rs 10 LPA 
and above extended by 44 companies. 
Large-scale hiring by companies such 
as Infosys and Accenture has further 
strengthened the season. Other 
schools, including Management, Rural 
Management, Biotechnology and Law, 
have also reported encouraging early 
placement outcomes, signalling 
another strong year ahead for KIIT’s 
graduating students.

The Founder of KIIT and KISS Dr 
Achyuta Samanta said the consistent 
placement performance reflects KIIT’s 
long-standing focus on quality 
education and industry relevance.

“At KIIT, our effort has always been 
to prepare students for sustainable 
careers, not just their first job. The 
continued trust of leading global 
companies, including high-technology 
and innovation-driven organisations, 
shows that our students are industry-
ready. Even in a challenging job market, 
KIIT students have performed 
exceptionally well, which makes us 
proud,” he said.

RBI likely at end of rate-cut cycle

The greatest day in your life and mine is when
we take total responsibility for our attitudes. 

That's the day we truly grow up. 

John C. Maxwell

Jagjit Singh Ganeshpur
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KULDEEP SOOD
BARNALA: In the Senior State Netball
(Men/Women) competitions organized at the
local SD College, host Barnala emerged
champions in both categories. In these
competitions dedicated to the 70th anniversary
of SD College, Barnala men secured first place,
Bathinda secured second place and Sangrur
secured third place. Similarly, in the women's
category, Barnala secured first place,
Hoshiarpur secured second place and Fazilka

secured third place. While distributing prizes
to the winners, SD College Managing
Committee member Mr. Bhushan Bansal
said that this sport has reached its peak only
due to the tireless efforts of the original
members who established this sport in the
state day and night. He congratulated
everyone for successfully completing these
competitions. Punjab Netball Association
General Secretary Dilbagh Singh also
encouraged the players. 

NEWS BRIEF

Swadeshi Sankalp Yatra
program organised at
Shrimad Bhagwad
Geeta Primary School,
Balghar
HANS  RAJ  YADAV
KURUKSHETRA: The values
and inspiration children receive
in their childhood are what they
emulate in their lives. To this
end, the Swadeshi Sankalp
Yatra was enthusiastically
organized at the Shrimad
Bhagwad Geeta Primary School,
Balghar on Monday. Children,
teachers and prominent figures
from the community participated
enthusiastically. Dr. Ajay Jangra
and Tarachand provided
inspiring guidance to those
present. They shared their views
on the use of indigenous
products, the spirit of a self-
reliant India and the
preservation of Indian culture
and values. Manager Jeevan
Modgil and Principal Chetna
Vashisht were present on the
occasion. They emphasized the
importance of such events for
character building and patriotism
in students and children. The
speakers emphasized that
Swadeshi is not just an idea, but
a powerful tool for nation-
building. At the end of the
program, all present pledged to
adopt Swadeshi.

TAPINDER SINGH
PATIALA, FEB 9

With the aim of all-round
development of Patiala and
further improving the comfort and
convenience of the people,
Punjab Health and Family
Welfare Minister Dr. Balbir Singh
today reviewed the various
development works underway in
the city in detail in Patiala. On this
occasion, Deputy Commissioner
Varjit Walia, Commissioner
Municipal Corporation Paramjit
Singh, PDA Chief Administrator
Aparna, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Damanjit Singh
Mann, Mayor Kundan Gogia and
Deputy Mayor Harinder Kohli
were also present. During this, he
reviewed the ongoing and
proposed development projects
related to the city's infrastructure
in detail. Health Minister Dr.
Balbir Singh got the latest status

information from the officials
regarding the repair of the city's
main and internal roads,
improvement of the sewage
system, works related to big and
small rivers, rainwater drainage
and beautification plans of the
city. He stressed that all the
ongoing development works in
the city should be completed
within the stipulated time so that
the common people do not face
any kind of inconvenience. On
this occasion, Deputy
Commissioner Virjit Walia
assured the Health Minister that
the district administration is
working with full dedication in
collaboration with the Municipal
Corporation and other concerned
departments to complete the
development works within the
stipulated time. He said that
strengthening the basic facilities
of the city is the priority of the
administration. 

Barnala police conduct 27 raids under operation
‘Prahar-2’, action against 35 persons
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Maha Shivratri to be celebrated on Feb 15, special
prayers to be held during Nishith Kaal

YAGYADUTT SHASTRI
PEHOWA: Pandit Krishna Avtar Nikku
Ambalia informed that Chaturdashi Tithi
of Krishna Paksha of the Phalgun month
will begin on February 15 at 5:05 PM
and will continue until 5:35 PM on
February 16. According to scriptures,
Maha Shivratri is celebrated on night
when Chaturdashi Tithi coincides with
Nishith Kaal. Based on this, Maha
Shivratri in 2026 will be celebrated on
February 15. He further stated that time for Nishith Kaal puja
on Maha Shivratri will be from 11:52 PM on February 15 to
12:42 AM on February 16.Thus, devotees will have auspicious
opportunity of approximately 50 minutes for special prayers to
Lord Shiva. Worship of Lord Shiva during the four phases of
the night of Maha Shivratri is considered especially
significant. Timings for four phases of worship are as follows:
First Phase: 6:39 PM to 9:45 PM,Second Phase: 9:45 PM to
12:52 AM (February 16), Third Phase: 12:52 AM to 3:59 AM
(February 16), Fourth Phase: 3:59 AM to 7:06 AM (February
16). Pandit Nikku Ambalia explained that on Maha Shivratri,
one should take a bath in Brahma Muhurta (early morning)
and take a vow of fasting. After this, perform ritualistic
worship of Shiva and Parvati in home temple and then visit a
Shiva temple to offer water, bel leaves, bhang, dhatura,
sandalwood to Shivling. Night worship is of special
importance, therefore, one should take a bath again at night
and worship Lord Shiva during one or all four phases. During
this time, Shivalinga is anointed with milk, yogurt, ghee,
honey, and sugar.Anointing with sugarcane juice is also
considered especially auspicious.

Sugarcane seminar organised in Mundogarhi village
under auspices of Karnal Cooperative Sugar Mill MD Aditi

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL: On Monday, a sugarcane crop seminar was
organised in Mundogarhi village under the auspices of
Managing Director Aditi of the Karnal Cooperative Sugar
Mill. The main objective was to provide farmers with
information about the latest techniques and new varieties of
sugarcane and to prevent sugarcane migration. Farmers
from the villages of Sadarpur, Balheda, and Bharatpur
participated in the seminar. During the seminar, Managing
Director Aditi emphasized to the farmers the importance of
planting sugarcane using modern techniques, specifically
the wide-row method. She encouraged farmers to plant the
new varieties Co-17018, Co-16030, and early varieties like
COH-160, COH-188 (New variety), Co-15023, and Co-
118, and instructed the sugarcane staff working at the mill
to provide seeds to the farmers on time. In addition, the
Managing Director, considering the labor-related problems
faced by the farmers, assured them that harvesters would be
made available. The Managing Director informed the
farmers that the Karnal sugar mill is operating at 100 per
cent capacity and that all of the farmers' sugarcane will be
crushed by the mill. 

IIT Ropar and DAV University Jalandhar sign MoU to
strengthen academic and research collaboration

DAVINDER SHARMA
ROOPNAGAR: Indian Institute of Technology Ropar and
DAV University Jalandhar on February 5, 2026, signed a five-
year Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) aimed at
enhancing institutional collaboration in education and research.
The MoU was signed by IIT Ropar Director Professor Rajeev
Ahuja and DAV University Vice-Chancellor Professor Manoj
Kumar in the presence of officials from both institutions. The
agreement marks a significant milestone in fostering closer
engagement among faculty, staff and students through joint
programmes, collaborative research projects and shared
resources. The MoU provides a comprehensive framework
for cooperation across multiple domains. Key areas include
joint research projects with co-authored publications,
collaborative research supervision for PhD, postgraduate and
undergraduate students, and the joint organisation of
academic activities such as seminars, workshops, conferences
and faculty development programmes. 

Lotus will bloom in Punjab with
CM's active role: Subhash Kalsana

GOLDIE CHUGH
SHAHABAD: Senior Bharatiya Janata Party leader Subhash
Kalsana said that a historic victory for BJP in upcoming
Punjab assembly elections is certain and Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini's role will be decisive in this
victory. He said that Chief Minister Saini is constantly
visiting Punjab and engaging in direct dialogue with people
there, which has generated tremendous confidence in BJP
among people.Speaking to reporters after listening to people's
grievances at rest house in Shahabad, Subhash Kalsana said
that people of Punjab have seen through failed and anti-
people governments of both Aam Aadmi Party and
Congress.Both parties only made false promises, but no
concrete development took place at ground level. Now people
of Punjab want change and only BJP can bring about that
change. He strongly criticized Congress, saying that while in
power, Congress only gave Punjab corruption,
misgovernance and unemployment, while Aam Aadmi Party
reneged on promises as soon as it came to power. Public will
no longer be misled by them. Kalsana said that CM Nayab
Singh Saini has set a new example of transparent governance,
rapid development and public service.

Kisan Dairy Farm's Sahiwal bull becomes Breed
Champion, CM honours livestock farmers

KAMAL SHARMA
TARAORI: Kisan Dairy Farm of Taraori city has once again
proved its excellence in the livestock sector, making a name
for itself at the state level. At the 41st State Level Livestock
Exhibition held in Kurukshetra, the farm's excellent Sahiwal
bull won the Breed Champion title, bringing glory to the
region, while a Tharparkar breed cow secured first place in the
beautification competition, achieving a double victory. High-
quality livestock from across the state participated in the 41st
State Level Livestock Exhibition held in Kurukshetra, where
amidst tough competition, the Sahiwal bull from Kisan Dairy
Farm of Tarawadi was declared the Breed Champion. The
judging panel, evaluating on scientific standards, considered
the bull's breed purity, strong physique, balanced body
structure, shiny skin, and excellent health worthy of the first
place. Kisan Dairy Farm operators and Market Committee
Tarawadi Chairman Randeep Chaudhary and Advocate
Navdeep Chaudhary said that the bull has been raised using a
special scientific method. Balanced diet, clean environment,
regular vaccination, and care under the supervision of animal
experts are the reasons why the animal has achieved this
prestigious title.  

Dr. Balbir Singh reviews city's
condition with DC and Commissioner

Grand farewell ceremony organised at Golden School

VERMA
GURDASPUR: A grand farewell ceremony was organised at
Golden School by the students of Class 11 to bid an
affectionate goodbye to the outgoing students of Class 12. The
event was held in a joyful and emotional atmosphere.
Chairman of Golden Group of Institutions, Dr Mohit Mahajan,
graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. He was accompanied
by Directors of the Golden Group, Engineer Raghav Mahajan,
Vinayak Mahajan, Madam Anu Mahajan, Principal Jatinder
Gupta, Principal Priyanka Mahajan, SOD Madam Neha
Mahajan and Madam Harkirat Kaur, who were present as
special guests. During the programme, the Class 12 students
experienced mixed emotions—sadness of leaving their school
and happiness of stepping into a new phase of life. To make
the farewell memorable, students of Class 11 presented a
variety of colourful cultural programmes.

BALWINDER AZAD
BARNALA, FEB 9

Under the instructions issued by the
Punjab Government and Director
General of Police Punjab,
Chandigarh, Barnala Police
conducted raids through 27 raid
parties in the district under
Operation "Prahar-2" and action has
been taken against 35 persons.
Giving information in this regard,
District Police Chief Mohammad
Sarfaraz Alam IPS said that under
the instructions issued by the Punjab
Government and Director General
of Police Punjab, Chandigarh,
Operation "Prahar-2" was started
under the special campaign "War on

Gangsters" being run to eradicate
gangsterism and maintain peace and
tranquility in the state. Under this,
Barnala Police formed a total of 27
raid parties on the night of 8th and
9th February and sent them to
their probable locations to arrest
the accused, notorious gangsters
and their associates wanted in
various cases, in which a total
force of about 350
officers/employees including 02
SP rank and 8 DSP rank officers
including SHOs was involved. He
said that during this operation, a
total of 75 suspects were rounded
up and action has been taken
against 35 persons in various cases
as per the code of conduct.

Market Committee office to get new building, 54-year-
old structure to be declared condemned: Dr Ganesh Dutt

KARAMBIR
LADWA: Chairman of the Market Committee, Ladwa, Dr
Ganesh Dutt said that a proposal to construct a new Market
Committee office building and declare the existing 54-year-
old structure as condemned has been approved and forwarded
to the government. The existing Market Committee office and
adjoining warehouse buildings, spread over nearly six acres,
were constructed around 54 years ago. He said that once
government approval is received for declaring the old building
condemned, a new project will be planned at the site to
enhance the committee’s income and strengthen it financially.
He added that Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini is
continuously implementing new development schemes in
villages and urban areas of the Ladwa constituency, and it is
due to his efforts that a new Market Committee building will
soon take shape. Dr Ganesh Dutt was speaking during the
monthly meeting of the Market Committee held at its office on
Monday. Market Committee vice-chairman Surender Singla
and secretary Sant Kumar were also present. 

Kaithal's girls bring laurels by winning gold
medal in National Sport Dance Championship

SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL: Two girls from Kaithal district, Haryana, brought
laurels to the district and state by winning gold medals at the
11th National Sport Dance Championship held in Puducherry,
Tamil Nadu. Anvi Dhull and Pakhi Saini won the judges'
hearts with their talent, hard work and discipline. Hundreds of
participants from across the country participated in the
competition and amidst tied competition Anvi and Pakhi won
the gold medal with their outstanding dance performances.
Their achievement has brought joy and pride to Kaithal and
the entire region. On Monday, Palaram Saini, director of
Moonlight Public School, honored the two students. He said
that by winning gold medals at the national level, Anvi Dhull
and Pakhi Saini have proven that Kaithal's girls are not less
than anyone in any field. He added that this success is a matter
of pride for the entire district.

St. Manu's Convent School bids
adieu to Class XII students

MEHARJOT SINGH
SHAHKOT: A grand farewell ceremony was organised at St.
Manu's Convent School, Shahkot, to bid adieu to the outgoing
students of Class XII. The event was held under the guidance of
School Management Committee President Ashok Jain,
Secretary Sulakshan Jindal, Principal Ritu Pathak,
Administrator Pradeep Kumar, and Vice-Principal Monika
Wadhwa. The students of Class XI left no stone unturned to
make the day memorable for their seniors. Under the
supervision of Class XI In-charge Bhupinder Singh, students
presented a vibrant cultural programme featuring Giddha,
Bhangra, and other performances that captivated the audience.
The highlight of the event was a modeling contest held among
the students. The role of judges was performed by Sonali Jain,
MC Paramjit Kaur Bajaj, and Anu Bansal. Supan Singh Turna
was crowned 'Mr. SMCS’, while Sharanjit Kaur won the title
of 'Ms. SMCS'. Other winners included Harnoor Singh (Mr.
Elegant), Namisha Goyal (Ms. Gorgeous), Rajandeep Singh
(Best Outfit - Male), and Muskanpreet Kaur (Best Outfit -
Female). During the ceremony, all Class XII students were
honoured with mementos and gifts. 

Bhoranj MLA Suresh Kumar lays foundation of
road in Dhamrola, announces development works 

ANIL KUMAR
HAMIRPUR: Bhoranj MLA Suresh Kumar on Monday laid the
foundation stone for the construction of a village link road at
Dhamrola in Gram Panchayat Kharwad under the ‘Vidhayak
Aapke Dwar’ programme and listened to the problems raised by
local residents. Addressing the gathering, the MLA said that an
amount of Rs 7 lakh had been released as the first instalment from
the MLA Area Development Fund for the link road. He assured
that whatever additional funds would be required for completing
the road would be provided in a phased manner and that there
would be no shortage of budget for the project. He also announced
Rs 3 lakh for the construction of a culvert in the village and Rs 1
lakh for a shed at the cremation ground. Suresh Kumar further
informed that Rs 10 lakh had been sanctioned under the Chief
Minister Gram Sadak Yojana for the road at Jakhyol (Manjhla
Vas). He also announced Rs 1.5 lakh for the cremation ground in
the same village, directed that a pipeline be laid within a month for
the overhead drinking water tank constructed in village Ramehra,
and announced the paving of the road in village Loharwin.

SDM Rajesh Khoth instructs  officials to check level
of under-construction street in Dhana Kala village

DINKAR GAWDI
HANSI: A solution camp was organised at the District
Secretariat complex on Monday. It was presided over by SDM
Rajesh Khoth. He listened to the complaints of citizens who
had come with their problems and resolved several issues on
the spot. SDM Rajesh Khoth instructed the departmental
officers present to ensure that citizens' problems are resolved
on a priority basis, and that those complaints that could not be
resolved at the camp are addressed promptly and the
concerned citizen is informed. He said that the main objective
of the solution camp is to provide citizens with the services of
various departments at a single location and to resolve their
problems quickly. The SDM instructed the officers to provide
detailed information about government welfare schemes and
services to the citizens attending the camp, so that no eligible
person is deprived of the benefits of any scheme.

Public grievances heard at Samadhan camp

RANVIR PARASHAR
KAITHAL: Following orders of Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini and under guidance of Deputy Commissioner Aparajita,
a resolution camp was organized in auditorium of Mini
Secretariat. District Council CEO Suresh Ravish listened to
grievances of general public and instructed concerned officers
to resolve them promptly. He said that every complaint
received at camp should be resolved in time-bound manner and
no complaint should be kept pending unnecessarily. CEO
Suresh Ravish directed that report after resolution of
complaints should be uploaded immediately on resolution cell
portal so that data remains updated and transparency is
maintained. He said that objective of the resolution camp is to
bridge gap between public and administration.

Barnala clinches men’s and  women’s crowns in State Netball

MP Sant Seechewal visits Dhussi
bandh alongside Sutlej River

MEHARJOT SINGH
SHAHKOT: Rajya Sabha
Member and environmentalist
Sant Balbir Singh Seechewal
today visited the Gidderpindi
railway bridge and Mandala
Chhanna, where he listened to the
problems of farmers and directed
the concerned officials to resolve
these issues. Sant Seechewal said
that the removal of accumulated
silt beneath the Gidderpindi
railway bridge is very necessary
to avoid flood-like situations.  He

stated that he has already held
meetings with Cabinet Minister
Barinder Kumar Goyal and
senior officials regarding the
removal of silt, illegal
encroachments and other major
issues. He assured the farmers
that the Punjab Government will
not allow flood-like conditions to
arise in the area. Sant Balbir
Singh Seechewal further
informed that a proposal is being
prepared to lay stones up to 2,200
feet at Mandala Chhanna.



Ovarian Cancer: A Silent Threat and 
the Importance of Early Detection

Flexi Cap Funds emerge as a vital 
choice for retail investors amid 
volatility in Chandigarh

HMSI marks National Road Safety Month 
with nationwide awareness efforts

Škoda Kylaq crosses 50,000 
sales mark within one year
 in India

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL : Honda Motorcycle & Scooter India (HMSI) carried out a series of awareness 
focused initiatives across the country, working closely with its dealer network and local 
stakeholders to encourage safe road behavior and greater understanding of traffic network 
norms. Across the month, road safety awareness activities were conducted in multiple 
cities nationwide, reaching more than 30000 participations. As part of its National Road 
Safety Month initiatives, HMSI also launched its Jaipur Ideal Road Safety Project 
demonstrating its focus towards safer and more responsible mobility. The project follows a 
holistic approach by integrating Education, Enforcement, Engineering and Emergency 
Response into daily community life through collaboration with schools, traffic police, local 
authorities and citizens. It focuses on awareness and training, improved road 
infrastructure, strict compliance in identified zones and analysis of critical locations. 
Through stronger first responder readiness, the initiative aims to reduce accidents and 
save lives while building a more responsible, prepared and safety conscious community 
that can serve as a model for cities across India. All the awareness programs including the 
road safety rally, summit, helmet distribution, monthly road safety campaigns and other 
engagement activities, focused on practical learning around traffic rules, rider 
responsibility and the importance of protective riding practices. The aim was to extend 
road safety messaging at the local level, enabling wider community participation.
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Hamdard Lab hosts Hakeem 
Abdul Hameed Excellence Awards 

Vedanta Power's Mega Health Camp Benefits
340 Community Members in Punjab

BATHINDA - Talwandi Sabo Power Limited (TSPL), Punjab's largest and North India's 
largest private thermal power plant, organised a Mega Health Camp at Village Raipur, 
Mansa, under its flagship healthcare initiative Project SEHAT, reaffirming its 
commitment to community well-being and preventive healthcare.
The initiative witnessed strong community participation, with 338 patients availing free 
medical consultations and healthcare services. A team of qualified doctors, including a 
General Physician, Gynaecologist, Dermatologist, and Dentist, provided expert 
consultations and medical guidance. As part of the camp, beneficiaries received free 

diagnostic tests such as 
Blood Pressure (BP), 
Hemoglobin (HB), Blood 
Sugar, Malaria, Dengue, and 
Blood Group tests, along with 
free medicines, ensuring 
timely and accessible 
healthcare support for all. 
The camp was inaugurated 
with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony by Sarpanch of 
Village Raipur, Sukhraj 
Singh, along with other 

Panchayat members (Makhan Singh, Ram Singh, Jagjeet Singh, Sukhwinder Singh, 
Davinder Singh, Amardeep Singh, and Harpreet Singh), marking the commencement of 
a comprehensive healthcare outreach programme for the local community and 
reflecting strong community engagement. The TSPL team was represented by 
Yeshmeen Mittal from its CSR team. Officials from the Health Department who 
attended the camp included Nirmal Singh, Health Inspector; Ajaib Singh, MPHW (Multi-
purpose Health Worker); and Kiran Pal Kaur, ASHA Facilitator, strengthening 
coordination between TSPL and public health services. Pankaj Sharma, CEO of TSPL, 
said that the company's focus on community health under Project SEHAT reflects its 
belief that strong communities are built on good health. 

JALNDHAR : Škoda Auto India has 
announced that its compact SUV Kylaq has 
crossed the 50,000-unit sales milestone within 
a year of its launch in the Indian market. The 
company said the model has emerged as a 
key contributor to its overall sales 
performance, particularly in the highly 
competitive sub-4 metre SUV segment.
Along with the sales milestone, Škoda has 
expanded the Kylaq variant portfolio. The 
model, earlier available in four variants, is now 
offered in six variants across 11 price points. 
A new Classic+ variant has been introduced 
between the Classic and Signature trims, 
aimed at improving accessibility to automatic 
transmission options in the segment.
The Signature and Signature+ variants have 
also received additional feature updates, 
including the availability of an electric sunroof. 
At the top end, the company has added a new 
Prestige+ variant to the Kylaq line-up, offering 
buyers more choice among fully equipped 
trims. On the safety front, Kylaq continues to 
offer six airbags as standard across all 
variants, along with multiple safety 
features. The vehicle has also secured high 
safety ratings under Bharat NCAP crash tests, 
according to the company. To mark the one-
year milestone, Škoda Auto India.

GURUGRAM : JK Cement Ltd., one of India’s leading cement manufacturers, today marked an important milestone in its growth journey 
with the Bhoomi Poojan ceremony of its upcoming grinding unit in Bikaner, Rajasthan. The Bikaner facility will be JK Cement’s 20th 
manufacturing plant across its grey and white cement businesses and will have an initial production capacity of 2 million tonnes per annum 
(MTPA). The Bhoomi Poojan was led by Mr. Madhavkrishna Singhania, Joint Managing Director & CEO, JK Cement, along with senior 
members of the company’s leadership team. Over 200 strategic channel partners also participated in the ceremony, reflecting the strong 
partnerships that underpin JK Cement’s expansion in the region. Commenting on the occasion, Dr. Raghavpat Singhania, Managing 
Director, JK Cement, said, “The Bhoomi Poojan of our Bikaner grinding unit marks a significant step in JK Cement’s long-term growth 
strategy. Rajasthan continues to be an important market for us, and this project reinforces our commitment to expanding manufacturing 
capabilities closer to demand centres. Beyond strengthening our operational footprint, the Bikaner plant will contribute meaningfully to 
regional development, employment generation, and the overall industrial ecosystem.”

LUDHIANA: Ovarian cancer is a serious and potentially life-threatening disease that 
affects the ovaries, a key organ of the female reproductive system. Although it is less 
common than some other cancers, ovarian cancer is the third most common 
gynaecological cancer in India and remains one of the leading causes of cancer-

related deaths among women.
Often referred to as a “silent killer,” ovarian cancer is 
diagnosed at an advanced stage in nearly 70–80 
per cent of cases, primarily due to the absence of 
early and specific symptoms. However, increased 
public awareness, timely diagnosis, and access to 
appropriate treatment can significantly improve 
outcomes, experts emphasize.
The ovaries play a vital role in producing eggs and 
hormones such as oestrogen and progesterone. 
Ovarian cancer develops when abnormal cells in 
the ovary begin to grow uncontrollably. There are 
several types of ovarian cancer, with the most 

common originating from the epithelial cells, which form the outer lining of the ovary. 
Other types include germ cell tumours, arising from egg-producing cells, and stromal 
tumours, which develop from hormone-producing tissues.
Ovarian cancer can affect women from all backgrounds, but certain factors increase 
the risk. These include advancing age (particularly after menopause, though cases 
are seen below 55 years), a family history of ovarian or breast cancer, inherited 
genetic mutations such as BRCA1 and BRCA2, never having been pregnant, and 
prolonged use of hormone replacement therapy.

CHANDIGARH: In an investment landscape 
marked by shifting global cues and valuation 
disparities, Flexi Cap funds have solidified their 
position as a vital category for retail investors 
seeking a balance of relatively lower volatility and 
growth. Reflecting a significant shift in investor 
sentiment, industry-wide data highlights a rise in 
participation, with Flexi Cap funds recording an 
optimistic inflow among other equity categories in 
the 2025 calendar year.  This rising interest is 
also visible at a regional level. In Chandigarh, the 
Tata Flexi Cap Fund recorded Gross Sales (GS) 
of Rs 82,91,397 in January 2026, marking a 
sharp 144% increase compared to January 2025. 
The significant jump underscores heightened 
participation from retail investors in smaller 
centres, amid increased awareness.

Grand Programme, Community Feast Mark 649th
Birth Anniversary of Guru Ravidas Ji in Amritsar

AMRITSAR: A grand religious programme 
along with a large community feast (Bhandara) 
was organised by the Shri Guru Ravidas Jatav 
Mahasabha at the Central Shri Guru Ravidas 
Temple, Hall Gate, on Sunday to mark the 
649th birth anniversary of Shri Guru Ravidas Ji 
Maharaj. During the programme, renowned 
bhajan groups from the community rendered 
devotional hymns, praising the life and 
teachings of Guru Ravidas Ji. A large 
number of devotees and city residents 
attended the event and sought the blessings 
of Guru Maharaj.
Former Punjab Cabinet Minister Anil Joshi, 
Congress Councillor Vikas Soni, Amritsar City 

Congress President Mithu Madan, and Legal 
Coordinator Vishal Khanna were among the 
prominent dignitaries present on the occasion. 
The guests also actively participated in serving 
the community feast and langar.  Several 
prominent members of the community were 
also present, including Raj Kumar (Party 
President), Parmanand (President), Haqiqat 
Raj Himmat (Mahant), Chaudhary Fateh 
Chand, Chaudhary Rajinder Kumar Pappe, 
Chaudhary Charan Das, Chaudhary Dwarka 
Das, Kamal Kishore Tinku, Vipin Kumar Vicky, 
Manish Kumari, Madhu Paplani, Manish 
Kumar, Sunita, and Rekha.

Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles’ 
new manufacturing facility
CHANDIGARH/LUDHIANA: Tata Motors 
Passenger Vehicles Ltd. (TMPV), India’s 
leading manufacturer of cars and SUVs and its 
subsidiary Jaguar Land Rover Automotive Plc. 
(JLR), today announced the commencement 
of operations at their new manufacturing 
facility at Panapakkam in the Ranipet district of 
Tamil Nadu. The current facility reflects the first 
phase of development of a greenfield plant for 
producing next-generation vehicles, including 
EVs, for both TMPV and JLR brands. The first 
vehicle to roll out of the plant is the locally 
manufactured Range Rover Evoque from JLR, 
a model celebrated globally for its modern 
luxury and exceptional craftsmanship.

Q3 Results Berger Paints India Limited 
Financial Results for the quarter ended
31st December, 2025

Global Star AP Dhillon debuts his new track “Thinking 
of You” on Netflix's The Great Indian Kapil Show

GURUGRAM : Global swag meets desi masti as AP Dhillon takes over Netflix’s The 
Great Indian Kapil Show with the first-ever performance of his brand-new track, 
“Thinking of You.” From sold-out international arenas to Kapil Sharma’s iconic stage, AP 
proves once again why he’s no longer just a Punjabi hitmaker—but a true global 

phenomenon. The lights dim, the 
beat drops, and the Mastiverse 
turns into a concert zone. While 
Anubhav Singh Bassi delivers a 
deadpan zinger - “Dosti hui bhi 
nahi hai” - revealing he DM’d AP 
on Instagram just a day earlier… 
and got no reply. What follows is a 
hilarious bromance roast session 
that has the audience in splits. 
Enter Krushna Abhishek and 
Kiku Sharda as Bada Shaikh and 
Chota Shaikh, turning the chaos 

up several notches, while Sunil Grover as Diamond Raja adds his own quirky twist to 
“With You,” proving that on this stage, music and masti go hand in hand. Just when you 
think it can’t get bigger, Shinda Kahlon joins the madness, bringing his signature vibe to 
the stage and sealing the perfect music × comedy crossover - where beats drop, jokes 
land, and the Mastiverse hits peak energy.

Bingo! Potato Chips Roasts Itself 
In A Bold New Campaign

LUDHIANA / AMRITSAR : How many brands do 
you know that can look in the mirror, laugh at their 
flop era… and turn it into their power move? Well, 
Bingo! Potato Chips just did exactly that. The 
brand is entering its boldest chapter yet - one that 
begins with a self-roast, crafted in a unique new 
campaign. For years, Bingo! has been a crunchy 
favourite. Long celebrated for innovation and its 
out-of-the-box humour, Bingo! has been a thought 
leader in the snacking space with iconic brands 
like Bingo! Tedhe Medhe & Bingo! Mad Angles.  
But when it comes to Bingo! Potato Chips in 
North & West? Let's just say… it's been more of a 
"Big No". So instead of shying away, the brand is 
taking this on the chin. The brand's new 
campaign unapologetically calls itself out and 
invites consumers to witness a transformation like 
never before. 

CHANDIGARH/LUDHIANA: “The extended 
monsoons into October and the shortened 
festive season led to a negative October, after 
which we saw progressive demand 
improvement over the rest of the quarter, 
enabling achievement of good volume growth 
of8.5% for the quarter.We also saw our gross 
margins improving to reach the highest levels 
for the past 15 quarters, enabling delivery of 
EBIDTA within the guidance range. EBIDTA % 
remained impacted by negative scale effect 
and continued investments in brand building. 
We expect to see improvements coalesce

CHANDIGARH: Hamdard Laboratories 
hosted the Hakeem Abdul Hameed 
Excellence Awards at a distinguished 
ceremony held at New Delhi today, 
honouring individuals whose work has 
created meaningful impact across 
healthcare, education, public service, 
sports, entrepreneurship, arts, women 
empowerment and social development. 
The awards have emerged as a 
respected national platform recognising 
excellence that combines professional 
achievement with service to society. The 
ceremony was graced by Minister of 

State for Defence, Government of India, 
Sanjay Seth, as the Chief Guest, along 
with senior officials and dignitaries from 
the Ministry of AYUSH, Central Council 
for Research in Unani Medicine 
(CCRUM), Ministry of AYUSH, academia, 
healthcare institutions, and public 
service. The trailer for the upcoming 
Unani Ki Kahaani documentary with actor 
Jim Sarbh was also showcased by Shri 
Sanjay Seth during the event. It would be 
premiered on February 11, on Discovery 
channel at 7 PM.

Tata Tea Agni launches India’s First Tea 
which gives Extra Energy – Tata Tea 
Agni Extra Josh
BATHINDA/PATIALA : Tata Tea Agni, one of the 
leading tea brands in India has launched India’s 
first tea which gives extra energy – Tata Tea Agni 
Extra Josh. In a unique innovation, the tea blend 
contains added natural caffeine that provides 
extra energy to meet the demands of a modern 
energy-intensive lifestyle. The added natural 
caffeine lends a refreshing boost, making each 
cup the perfect start to an active day. With the 
launch of Tata Tea Agni Extra Josh, the brand 
builds on its long-standing proposition of J‘ osh 
Jagaye Har Roz’, evolving it to deliver Extra 
Josh that addresses the growing energy 
demands of fast-paced lifestyles.  Tata Tea Agni 
is redefining the tea category with innovation 
that goes beyond just taste and is relevant. Tata 
Tea Agni Extra Josh has been developed after 
carefully understanding the demands of the 
evolving lifestyle of today’s consumer.  As part of 
the launch, the brand has unveiled two relatable 
TVCs that depict everyday situations where 
people feel the need of extra Josh. 

gini’s ‘Feeka’ is a playful pop 
confession about falling in love

CHANDIGARH : How does one person 
take up this much space in your head? 
At what point did you agree to catching 
feelings? Remember the “oh damn, I’m 
in love” phase, when it hit you for the first 
time? Singer-songwriter and producer 
gini returns with her latest single Feeka, 
a playful reflection on an emotion that 
often catches us off guard, falling in love. 
At its core, Feeka is a meet-cute moment 
set to music, capturing the frustration 
and sweetness of developing feelings 
when you least expect them. 
The song explores that quiet, 
overwhelming realization that one 
person has begun to color your world, 
leaving you wondering how it even 
happened. Following the love for 
Naadaani, Aashiyan, and Sukoon, gini 
has built a loyal audience through her 
independent music, intimate Instagram 
Live sessions, and emotionally intuitive 
storytelling. With Feeka, she moves into 
a softer, more playful space. Where most 
love songs race toward passion or 

heartbreak, Feeka lives in the in-
between—when life feels “technically 
fine,” yet incomplete. You try to brush it 
off, maybe even feel annoyed, but love 
doesn’t ask permission. Suddenly, 
everything feels… Feeka. gini gave a 
sneak peak of Feeka, at recent 
Lollapalooza India performance, where a 
brief sneak peek sparked early curiosity 
among fans. 

Samsung India Launches Galaxy
 F70e 5G with Advanced Camera, 
Smooth Display
CHANDIGARH: Samsung, India’s largest 
consumer electronics brand, on Monday 
announced the launch of the Galaxy F70e 
5G, the first smartphone in its all-new 
Galaxy F70 Series, aimed at delivering an 
enhanced camera experience, an ultra-
smooth display, and a premium leather-
pattern finish for young Gen Z consumers.
Designed for users who actively create, 
share, and express themselves, the 
Galaxy F70e 5G features a best-in-
segment camera setup, a 120Hz refresh 
rate display, and a distinctive premium 
leather design.
Commenting on the launch, Akshay S. 
Rao, Director, MX Business, Samsung 
India, said the Galaxy F70e 5G reflects 
Samsung’s focus on meaningful innovation 
for value-conscious young consumers. He 
added that the smartphone is built to 
support sharper portrait photography, 
smooth viewing experiences, and a stylish 
design, reinforcing Samsung’s commitment 
to strengthening its position in the Indian 
smartphone market.

National thyroid conference concludes in Chandigarh, focus on research and preventive care
Punjab Chief Minister’s Surprise Visit

Highlights PGIMER’s Service Ethos
CHANDIGARH:  Pun jab  Ch ie f 
Minister S. Bhagwant Mann made a 
surprise personal visit to PGIMER 
and expressed deep appreciation for 
the institute’s spirit of learning and 
service. He lauded the “I Love PGI – 
Come to Learn, Go to Serve”, the 
iconic selfie point for its inspiring 
message to students and visitors 
alike. The initiative was thoughtfully 
conceptualized and ideated by the 
Director PGIMER, Prof. Vivek Lal, 
ref lect ing PGIMER’s endur ing 
commitment to public service and 
excellence.

CHANDIGARH: The Indian Thyroid 
Society (ITS) successfully convened its 
national conference at Hyatt Regency in 
Chandigarh, bringing together nearly 400 
eminent endocrinologists, physicians, 
surgeons, and researchers from across 
the country. The conference served as a 
significant forum for deliberations on 
recent advancements in thyroid 
research, diagnostics, and patient-
centered care, underscoring the 
growing public health relevance of 

thyroid disorders in India.
Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh, 

who graced the occasion as Chief 
Guest, highlighted the government’s 
commitment to strengthening medical 
research and innovation, particularly 
through enhanced funding support via 
the National Research Foundation. He 
emphasized India’s progressive shift 
toward preventive healthcare, early 
diagnosis, and evidence-based 
clinical practice. Dr. Singh also 

stressed the need for close 
collaboration between professional 
medical bodies and policymakers to 
effectively tackle the rising burden 
of non-communicable diseases, 
including thyroid disorders.

Sachin Mittal, Organizing Secretary, 
remarked that the robust participation of 
nearly 400 delegates reflected the critical 
importance of the subject and the 
collective commitment of the medical 
fraternity to improving thyroid care in 

India. He highlighted that the 
conference provided an excellent 
platform for sharing knowledge, 
standardizing care pathways, and 
strengthening long-term disease 
management strategies.

Lt Gen Dr. Narendra Kotwal, 
President of the Indian Thyroid Society, 
outlined the Society’s instrumental role in 
advancing thyroid education, formulating 
clinical guidelines, and promoting 
research in the field. He commended 
ITS’s continuous efforts in enhancing 
awareness among healthcare 
professionals and fostering best 
clinical practices that benefit 
patients across both urban and rural 
settings.

The scientific program featured 
comprehensive discussions on 
contemporary diagnostic modalities, 
advancements in imaging and laboratory 
medicine, and evolving management 
strategies for hypothyroidism, 
hyperthyroidism, thyroid nodules, and 
thyroid cancers. A key focus remained 
on bridging the gap between 
research and real-world clinical 
practice to improve patient 
outcomes.

The conference concluded with a 
shared commitment to fostering 
interdisciplinary collaboration, expanding 
research initiatives, and intensifying 
public and professional 
awareness—aimed at enhancing thyroid 
health and overall quality of life for 
patients nationwide.

Sleepwell presents The Sacred Amritsar 
Returns in 2026 with Three Days of Music, 
Mysticism, and Reflection
AMRITSAR/JALANDHAR:-- Sleepwell 
presents The Sacred Amritsar returns from 
20–22 February 2026, bringing together music, 
poetry, and artistic expression, in one of India’s 
most evocative and historically resonant cities. 
Curated and produced by Teamwork Arts, the 
festival is a celebration of mystic traditions, 
devotional music, and cultural dialogue, 
drawing from both ancient verse and 
contemporary expression. The festival opens 
on 20 February, with an evening reception at 
Sarovar Premiere, beginning with a welcome 
address by Sanjoy K. Roy and Namita 
Gautam, followed by an evocative Ananya 
Ghazal Set, setting the tone for a weekend of 
introspection and musical depth. On 21 and 22 
February, Morning Music sessions continue at 
Sarovar Premiere with sarod recital by Soumik 
Datta, Gurbani rendered by Tarundeep Singh 
and classical set by Aastha Mandel, offering a 
serene and devotional start to the day.

Godrej Properties launches Godrej SAHYOG,
 a mental health initiative for construction 
workers
CHANDIGARH : Godrej Properties Ltd. (GPL), 
one of India’s leading real estate developers, 
has announced the launch of a new labour 
Initiative, Godrej SAHYOG, a structured 
mental health and well-being programme 
aimed at supporting construction workers 
across its project sites.
Following a six-month pilot conducted across 
six construction sites in the Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region, where over 2,000 
workers were engaged through structured 
psycho-education, the initiative will now be 
rolled out across 79 identified construction 
sites, reaching approximately 30,000 workers 
in key markets including Mumbai, Delhi NCR, 
Bengaluru, Chennai, Pune, Hyderabad, 
Kolkata, Gujarat, and Chhattisgarh.
Commenting on the launch, Pirojsha Godrej, 
Executive Chairperson, Godrej Properties, 
said, “India’s growth is being shaped every day 
by millions who build our cities and 
infrastructure. Caring for the well-being of 
those who build the nation is not just a 
business responsibility; it is a societal 
imperative. 

American Oncology Institute Introduces Comprehensive 
”Cancer Expert Opinion” Initiative on World Cancer Day

HISAR  : On the occasion of World Cancer 
Day, American Oncology Institute (AOI), 
one of India’s leading oncology care 
networks, has announced the launch of its 
“Cancer Expert Opinion” initiative, a patient-
focused program aimed at helping 
individuals and families make informed 
decisions before beginning cancer 
treatment. With over 13 years of oncology 
excellence, AOI has treated more than 12 
lakh cancer patients and touched 36 lakh 
lives across its network. Guided by this 
year’s World Cancer Day theme, “United by 
Unique,” AOI’s new initiative underscores 
that every cancer journey is different, and 
the right expert opinion at the right time 
can significantly influence outcomes and 
quality of life. The Cancer Expert Opinion 
program enables patients to have their 
medical reports reviewed by experienced 
oncologists across AOI’s nationwide 
network. Based on the evaluation, a 
personalized consultation is scheduled to 
guide patients on the most appropriate 
treatment pathway. The initiative is 
designed to ensure that timely intervention 

and the right treatment modality are 
accessible to more patients, regardless 
of geography.
American Oncology Institute is known for its 
integrated and patient-centric cancer care 
model, offering end-to-end services across 
medical oncology, surgical oncology, 
radiation oncology, and hemato-oncology. 
The network is equipped with advanced 
diagnostic and radiology support that plays 
a critical role in accurate staging, 
treatment planning, and monitoring of 
cancer. AOI’s radiation oncology program 
is backed by modern technology and a 
centralized expert planning team that 
supports precision-driven treatment 
approaches across its centers. This 
combination of clinical expertise, 
technology adoption, and coordinated 
care enables AOI to deliver personalized 
treatment plans tailored to each patient’s 
condition. AOI offers a comprehensive 
cancer care model that integrates medical, 
surgical, and radiation oncology, supported 
by 150+ experienced oncologists and 
multidisciplinary tumour boards. 

LUDHIANA : The District Administration, Ludhiana, in association with 
Fortis Hospital, Mall Road, Ludhiana, organised a two-day Free Multi-
Specialty Health Camp at Bachat Bhawan, DC Office, Ludhiana, on 4th 
and 5th February 2026. The initiative aims to promote preventive 
healthcare and provide accessible medical services to the community. 
The camp offers free consultations in multiple specialties including 
General Check-up, Orthopaedics, ENT, Gastroenterology, Gynaecology, 
Pulmonology, and Neurology, as per the scheduled timings. In addition, 
free diagnostic services such as BP check, blood sugar, PFT, ECG, 
Hepatitis B & C testing, and doctor consultation are being provided. The 
camp has been organised under the vision, guidance and close 
supervision of Deputy Commissioner Ludhiana, Mr. Himanshu Jain, 
whose proactive approach and special efforts made this large-scale 
public health initiative possible. The Deputy Commissioner actively facilitated coordination between the District Administration and Fortis 
Hospital to ensure seamless planning, logistics and execution of the camp, with the objective of extending quality healthcare services to a 
wider section of society. Gurdarshan Singh Mangat, Facility Director, Fortis Hospital, Mall Road, Ludhiana, along with senior clinicians 
and specialists from Fortis Hospital, are overseeing the medical services at the camp.

District Administration Ludhiana and Fortis Hospital 
Organise Free Multi-Specialty Health Camp
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Farewell Party ‘Udaari’ Held 
at I S Dev Samaj School

CHANDIGARH A warm and vibrant 
farewell was accorded to the outgoing 
Class XII students by the students of 
Class XI at IS Dev Samaj Senior 
Secondary School, Sector 21C, 
Chandigarh. The celebration - ‘Udaari’, 
marked the culmination of a memorable 
school journey for the seniors as they 
prepare to step into a new phase of life.
School Principal, Dr. Sabeeha Dhillon 
Mangat, congratulated the students and 
staff for organizing a successful event. 
Addressing the outgoing batch, she said, 
"Do stay grounded and true to your 
values and try to attain great heights as 
you embark on your higher education & 
career journey." She also impressed upon 
the students to carry forward the spirit of 
Dev Samaj wherever life takes them.
One of the highlights of the event was the 
ramp walk, where Class XII students 
showcased their confidence and style.

News
YUGMARG

MOHALI:   ISAAC Luxe, 
one of India’s most cele-
brated luxury aesthetic des-

tinations, has unveiled 
Ultherapy PRIME, the next-
generation advancement in 

non-surgical skin lifting 
a n d  t i g h t e n i n g . 
Spearheaded by celebrity 
aesthetic physician and 
award-winning founder Dr. 
Geetika  Mittal  Gupta, 
ISAAC Luxe continues to 
set benchmarks in clinical 
excellence by being among 
the first clinics in the 
region to offer this FDA-
cleared technology.

As demand for high-
performance, needle-free 
r e j u v e n a t i o n  g r o w s , 
Ultherapy PRIME emerges 
as a game-changer for indi-
viduals seeking visibly 
lifted brows, a sharper 
jawline and firmer neck 
without surgery or down-
time. The upgraded system 
builds upon the proven leg-

acy of Ultherapy, for which 
ISAAC Luxe has previously 
been recognised as the #1 
Ultherapy Clinic in India.

Ultherapy PRIME fea-
tures advanced real-time 
imaging that allows doctors 
to visualise deeper skin lay-
ers with exceptional clar-
i t y ,  e n s u r i n g  p r e c i s e 
energy delivery to stimu-
late collagen where it mat-
ters most. The enhanced 
technology also  of fers 
faster treatment times and 
significantly improved 
patient comfort. By target-
ing the SMAS layer, the 
same foundational layer is 
addressed in surgical face-
lifts. The treatment delivers 
natural, long-lasting con-
touring with zero down-

time, making it ideal for 
busy professionals.

Commenting on the 
launch, Dr. Geetika Mittal 
Gupta, Founder and Medical 
Director, said, “At ISAAC 
Luxe, we don’t follow trends, 
we set standards. Ultherapy 
PRIME allows us to personal-
i s e  t r e a t m e n t s  w i t h 
unmatched precision. It’s 
about ‘banking collagen’ for 
our patients, giving them 
results that evolve natu-
rally over three to six 
m o n t h s  a n d  l a s t  w e l l 
beyond a year.”

Operational excellence 
at ISAAC Luxe is led by 
Jharna Dhar, CEO, who 
emphasised the clinic’s com-
mitment to patient comfort 
and precision.

Farewell Ceremony of Class XII Held
 at GB International School, Nabha

NABHA (RAKESH JINDAL): GB 
International School, Nabha, on Monday 
organised a warm and memorable 
farewell ceremony for the students of 
Class XII on the school campus. The 

event was held under the guidance of the 
School Director, Mrs Anshu Bansal, with 
the objective of motivating students for 
the next phase of their lives and instilling 
confidence and positive thinking. 

ISAAC Luxe Introduces Ultherapy PRIME, Redefining 
Non-Surgical Luxury Rejuvenation in Mohali
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CIHM to Host 14th North India Patisserie Competition 202
CHANDIGARH:The Chandigarh Institute of Hotel Management (CIHM), Chandigarh in association with the U.S. Highbush 
Blueberry Council (USHBC) is set to organise the 14th North India Patisserie Competition 2026 from February 10 to 12, 2026 at the 
CIHM campus, Sector 42, Chandigarh.  Regarded as one of the most prestigious pastry competitions in North India, the three-day 
event will witness participation from 20 teams representing leading hotel management and culinary institutes across Punjab, 
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh. Each team will comprise two student chefs 
competing across multiple categories. Participants will creatively incorporate USA Blueberries in formats such as frozen (IQF), 
purée, fillings, dried, and freeze-dried variants, showcasing their versatility in modern patisserie. Competition categories include 
Theme-Based Decorated Cake, Plated Desserts, Breads, Petit Fours, Fondant Modelling and a Quiz Competition. 
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Global Star AP Dhillon debuts his new 
track “Thinking of You” on Netflix's The 
Great Indian Kapil Show

CHANDIGARH : Global swag meets desi masti as AP Dhil-
lon takes over Netflix’s The Great Indian Kapil Show with the 
first-ever performance of his brand-new track, “Thinking of 
You.” From sold-out international arenas to Kapil Sharma’s 
iconic stage, AP proves once again why he’s no longer just 
a Punjabi hitmaker—but a true global phenomenon. The 
lights dim, the beat drops, and the Mastiverse turns into a 
concert zone.While Anubhav Singh Bassi delivers a dead-
pan zinger - “Dosti hui bhi nahi hai” - revealing he DM’d AP 
on Instagram just a day earlier… and got no reply. What fol-
lows is a hilarious bromance roast session that has the audi-
ence in splits. Enter Krushna Abhishek and Kiku Sharda as 
Bada Shaikh and Chota Shaikh, turning the chaos up sever-
al notches, while Sunil Grover as Diamond Raja adds his 
own quirky twist to “With You,” proving that on this stage, 
music and masti go hand in hand.Just when you think it 
can’t get bigger, Shinda Kahlon joins the madness, bring-
ing his signature vibe to the stage and sealing the perfect 
music × comedy crossover - where beats drop, jokes 
land, and the Mastiverse hits peak energy.With bigger 
beats, sharper jokes, and unapologetic Punjabi swagger, 
this episode is a full-on Mastiverse dhamaka - where 
laughter, music, and star power collide.Catch this unmiss-
able episode of The Great Indian Kapil Show Season 4 to-
night at 8 PM, only on Netflix. Don’t miss the performance 
everyone will be talking about.

‘Z’ announces Maruti Suzuki presents 
24th Zee Cine Awards 2026, taking 
FANtertainment to the next level

CHANDIGARH : ‘Z’, India's leading Content and Technolo-
gy Powerhouse has played a defining role in shaping India’s 
entertainment landscape, continually reimagining how sto-
ries are told and experienced. The company pairs emotion-
ally resonant storytelling with cutting-edge innovation to craft 
immersive entertainment experiences which are rooted in 
culture and built for the future, across screens, formats, and 
languages. With decades of storytelling experience, the net-
work continues to evolve audience engagement across plat-
forms, forging deeper and more meaningful connections 
with viewers.

Amongst these is Zee Cine Awards, a cornerstone of this 
legacy, which has stood as a trusted and celebrated plat-
form honouring excellence in Hindi cinema. Over the years, 
it has evolved into a much-loved celebration that reflects not 
only industry achievement, but also the enduring bond be-
tween cinema and its audiences, recognizing them as the 
true champions of cinema.

This year, ‘Z’ takes its fan-first philosophy, 'FANtertain-
ment', to the next level with 'Yeh Pal Hai Fans Ka'—an ex-
tension that reinforces the belief that cinema's most unfor-
gettable moments are shaped by the love, loyalty, and pas-
sion of fans. Maruti Suzuki presents 24th Zee Cine Awards 
2026 celebrates this truth, making every moment a shared 
experience between stars and their biggest supporters.

The 2026 edition was officially announced in Mumbai 
through a high-energy, fan-driven press conference, with 
Bollywood superstars Akshay Kumar, Tamannaah Bhatia, 
Jacqueline Fernandez, Sonam Bajwa, Aparshakti Khurana, 
Mithoon, and Palak Muchhal coming together to mark the 
beginning of this exciting new chapter. Their presence 
brought warmth, star power, and relatability, setting the tone 
for a season that celebrates cinema through the eyes of its 
biggest champions, the fans. The announcement became 
an immersive, fan-driven experience where fans didn't just 
witness the moment, they created it.

Staying true to the spirit of ‘Yeh Pal Hai Fans Ka’, the an-
nouncement unfolded as an immersive experience where 
fans didn’t just witness the moment—they shaped it. Super-
star Akshay Kumar elevated the celebration by directly en-
gaging with the fans and inviting all the stars on stage, re-
vealing the Maruti Suzuki 24th Zee Cine Awards 2026 
ground event date.

A
tctor Sonam Kapoor's Mum-
bai home turned into a pic-
ture of quiet celebration and 
couture as she marked her 
second baby shower with an 

intimate yet star-studded godh bharai 
ceremony.The Kapoor household was 
transformed on Sunday into a floral 
sanctuary, featuring lavish arrange-
ments and whimsical hanging paper 
birds that set a warm, ethereal tone for 
the traditional puja.Surrounded by hus-
band Anand Ahuja and father Anil Ka-
poor, the 40-year-old mom-to-be radiated 
a distinct maternity glow as she greeted 
a guest list including cousins Arjun, 
Khushi, Anshula Kapoor, B-town friends 
including Kareena Kapoor Khan, veter-
an actor Shabana Azmi, the gathering 
was a soulful family affair.The highlight 
of the afternoon was undoubtedly So-
nam's custom-designed lime green le-
henga.Crafted from a fluid, lightweight 
fabric, the ensemble featured delicate 
pastel floral embroidery scattered across 
the skirt, paired with a matching em-
broidered choli.Instead of a traditional 
dupatta, Sonam opted for a floor-length 
cape styled in a relaxed pallu drape, of-
fering ease of movement while adding a 
contemporary silhouette.The 
high-waisted lehenga was designed to 
cradle and highlight her baby bump.So-
nam wore her hair in a sleek bun, paired 
with a small red bindi and a striking red 
lip. Heavy gold jewellery, including a 
statement necklace, matching earrings, 
stacked bangles, and rings completed 
the look.Miheeka Daggubati also shared 
pictures from Sonam's baby shower.In 
the caption, she wrote, "Another little 
heartbeat joining a family I love so dear-
ly. From childhood days when I followed 
you around, to now watching you have 
your own little ones who will do the 
same, it's been so special to witness you 
both build this beautiful life. So much 
love for this next chapter."

Sonam Kapoor and Anand Ahuja got 
married in 2018.The couple welcomed 
their first child, a son named Vayu, in 
2022. Sonam shared the news of her sec-
ond pregnancy in November 2025 with a 
stylish social media post that quickly 
went viral.She posted pictures in a pink 
outfit inspired by Princess Diana and 
wrote "Mother" with a kissing face emo-
ji. Many friends from B-town sent their 
love. 

Sonam Kapoor redefines maternity fashion 
in custom cape lehenga for baby shower

M
usician Taylor Momsen has said 
she has no plans to return to act-
ing after stepping away from the 
profession following her roles in 
'Gossip Girl' and 'How the Grinch 

Stole Christmas', according to People. Speaking 
to People magazine in an exclusive interview at 
Steven Tyler's 7th Jam for Janie Grammy 
Awards Viewing Party on February 1, the 
32-year-old reflected on whether she would ever 
consider acting again."No. I mean, I've learned 
to never say never in life anymore, because life 
is too bizarre," Momsen said. "That's what I fig-
ured out in my 32 years." However, she made it 
clear that acting is not something she wishes to 
pursue. "But it's not something that I care to pur-
sue," she added, according to People.

When asked if she would return for a re-
boot or continuation of a past project with a 
strong script, Momsen dismissed the idea, say-
ing she was content with her current path. "I 
think I'm cool. I think I'm going to tour with 
AC/DC," she said, referring to her band The 
Pretty Reckless joining the legendary rock 
group on tour this year, Momsen noted that 
music has always been her true passion. "I'm 
having a really good time in life. I love making 
music," she said, adding that acting was some-
thing she did as a child, while music was a 
personal pursuit. "There's no character in-
volved," she explained.Emphasising her cre-
ative independence, Momsen said she prefers 
being in control of her work. "I don't like being 
someone's pawn. I like being in charge. I like 
writing the script. I like writing songs. That's 
everything," she said.

Taylor Momsen rules out acting 
return after 'Gossip Girl'

Ever since the comedy sequel to the 2019 hit 'Pati Patni Aur Woh' 
was announced in 2021, fans have been eagerly awaiting what's in 
store. However, moviegoers may have to wait a little longer to watch 

it on the big screen.The upcoming film, titled 'Pati Patni Aur Woh Do,' 
which was initially slated to hit theatres on March 4, 2026, around Holi, 
has now received a new release date. The makers have pushed the date 
forward, and the film is now set to release on May 15, 2026.The update 
was shared by trade analyst Taran Adarsh on X. His post read, "AYUSH-
MANN KHURRANA - SARA ALI KHAN - WAMIQA GABBI - RAKUL 
PREET SINGH: PATI PATNI AUR WOH DO GETS A NEW RELEASE 
DATE... Welcome to the world of #PrajapatiPandey... #Ayush-
mannKhuranna, #SaraAliKhan, #WamiqaGabbi, and #RakulPreetSingh 
team up for PatiPatniAurWohDo. Directed by #MudassarAziz, the film will 
now hit cinemas on 15 May 2026. Produced by #BhushanKumar and 
#RenuRaviChopra, with #JunoChopra as the creative producer."
The upcoming film stars Ayushmann Khurrana, Sara Ali Khan, Rakul 
Preet Singh, and Wamiqa Gabbi in lead roles. The story will follow a fresh 
set of characters and situations.Director Mudassar Aziz, who also helmed 
the first film, is back to direct the sequel. The comedy will be produced by 
Bhushan Kumar and Renu Ravi Chopra, with Juno Chopra serving as the 
creative producer.The first Pati Patni Aur Woh hit theatres in 2019, star-
ring Kartik Aaryan, Bhumi Pednekar, and Ananya Panday. 

Ayushmann -Sara comedy 
sequel 'Pati Patni Aur Woh Do' 
gets new release date in May

'The 50' contestant Divya Agarwal 
says she "dreams to work" with 
Shefali Shah, Yami Gautam

The OG reality queen, Divya Agarwal, who is entertain-
ing her fans on the new show The 50, recently opened 
up about her "dream" to work with actors Shefali Shah 

and Yami Gautam, both of whom she called "perform-
ers."When asked about which Bollywood actors she would 
love to collaborate with, Divya shared that she isn't chasing 
big stars but rather 
people known for 
their acting prow-
ess and depth on 
screen. She also 
reflected on the 
late Irrfan Khan 
and how it was al-
ways a "dream" to 
work with him.

Talking about 
the women she 
admires, Divya 
named Shefali 
Shah and Yami 
Gautam, calling 
them true "actors" 
and "performers" 
she would love to 
work with some-
day."I would love 
to share the 
screen with actors 
who are known for 
their craft. I'm not 
talking about the 
superstars; I'm 
talking about peo-
ple who are 
known for their 
acting. It was a dream to work with Irrfan Khan sir, but un-
fortunately, that's no longer possible. There are so many 
talented actors, and I wouldn't want to name anyone spe-
cifically because there are so many," Divya told ANI."The 
women I would love to work with are Shefali Shah and 
Yami Gautam. These are true performers, true actors, 
and they are the ones I dream of working with. So maybe 
after this show?" she added.Divya is currently seen on 
the reality show 'The 50,' which is the Indian version of an 
international format by Banijay. The show also features 
Urvashi Dholakia, Karan Patel, Mr Faisu, Riddhi Dogra, 
Chahat Pandey, and others.

Is 'Golmaal 5' based on Amitabh 
Bachchan, Shashi Kapoor's 'Do Aur Do 
Paanch? Rohit Shetty clears air
MUMBAI : As fans are getting more and more excited about 
Rohit Shetty's 'Golmaal 5,' several reports have started circu-
lating on social media, claiming that the latest instalment of 
the popular comedy franchise is inspired by Amitabh Bach-
chan and Shashi Kapoor's iconic film 'Do Aur Do Paanch.'
However, Shetty has now cleared the air, stating that these 
reports are "factually incor-
rect."
In a statement shared by the 
director's team, they stated 
that the stories are "mislead-
ing" and asked media out-
lets not to publish "unveri-
fied" news about 'Golmaal 
5.'

"We wish to issue a strict 
clarification regarding certain 
news reports currently circu-
lating across online and digi-
tal media platforms claiming 
that Golmaal 5 is inspired by 
or based on the film."

"We categorically state that these reports are factually in-
correct, misleading and completely untrue. We strongly re-
quest all media houses, publications, portals, and digital plat-
forms to refrain from publishing or circulating unverified infor-
mation," the statement added.

Any news, updates, or clarifications pertaining to Rohit 
Shetty or Golmaal 5 must be verified with us or the official 
PR representatives at Universal Communications prior to 
publication; otherwise, strict legal action will be taken. We ex-
pect your cooperation in maintaining journalistic accuracy 
and responsibility. We also request that incorrect reports cur-
rently in circulation be corrected or taken down at the earli-
est," it concluded. Helmed by Rohit Shetty, the Golmaal fran-
chise has been making film buffs laugh for almost two dec-
ades now. 
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