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Massive fire in
Sector 22 phone
market in Chd

CHANDIGARH: A fire broke out
in a shop in Sector 22 here, one
of the busiest commercial
zones in the city, on Wednes-
day, officials said. No casualty
has yet been reported.

The fire began on the first floor
of a shop and spread to the ad-
joining shops.

An official said more than 15
fire tenders were pressed into
service, and more may be de-
ployed.
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Sensex, Nifty
climb nearly 1 pc

MUMBAI: Stock market bench-
mark indices Sensex and Nifty
ended nearly 1 per cent higher
on Wednesday, extending their
winning run to the third day in a
row, amid a slight drop in crude
oil prices and a firm trend in glob-
al peers.

Arally in IT stocks also led to the
optimistic trend in the domestic
markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 633.29 points or 0.83 per
cent to settle at 76,704.13. Dur-
ing the day, it soared 929.38
points or 1.22 per cent to
77,000.22.

eessccccssscscccsscsscsssssl

Heavy security at
Vaishno Devi shrine
for Navratri

KATRA/JAMMU: An elaborate
security net has been cast over
the trek leading to the Mata
Vaishno Devi shrine atop the Tri-
kuta hills for the Chaitra
Navratras, an official said on
Wednesday.

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board (SMVDSB) CEO Sachin
Kumar Vaishya said the entire
shrine area, including the Bha-
wan and surrounding premises,
has been decorated with flowers
ahead of the nine-day festival.

A heavy influx of pilgrims is ex-
pected to visit the shrine during
the period, which ends on Ram
Navami.

A

Iranlaunches
retaliatory strikes
on Israel following
killing of top leaders

TEHRAN: Iran on Wednesday
launched fresh attacks on Isra-
el, vowing retaliation for the kill-
ing of two top Iranian leaders a
day earlier.

In the predawn hours, witness-
es in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem
reported flashes in the sky, in-
cluding what appeared to be a
cluster munition missile over
Tel Aviv.

Multiple locations in Tel Aviv
were hit by falling debris,
prompting the deployment of
bomb disposal teams and
emergency responders.

Earlier on Wednesday, two
people were killed in central Is-
rael by missile shrapnel, while
another person was injured in
the city of Bnei Brak, just north
of Tel Aviv, according to emer-
gency services, CNN reported.
Iran's military said it had carried
out "intense” strikes against Is-
rael, with one commander de-
scribing the assault as a "rapid
strike," CNN reported.

Iran's semi-official Tasnim news
agency aired footage of what it
said were missiles launched to-
ward Tel Aviv, including the
Khorramshahr-4, which experts
say can carry up to 80 small
bomblets. The Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps said the
strikes were carried out in "re-
taliation" for the killing of na-
tional security chief Ali Larijani,
who was reportedly killed in an
Israeli strike on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, explosions were re-
ported across several parts of
Iran early Wednesday, accord-
ing to eyewitness accounts cit-
ed by Iran International.

Three children among ning of family
lod in massive Delhi bulding fire
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PM announces ex-
= gratia for victims

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday expressed deep sor-
row over the fire incident in Palam, Delhi,
that has claimed lives and left several
others injured, while announcing financial
assistance for the victims.

In a message posted on X, Modi said,
“The fire incident in Palam, Delhi, is sad-
dening. | extend my condolences to those
who have lost their loved ones. May the
injured recover at the earliest.” His state-
ment came as authorities continued res-

Punjab to recover Rs. 1.44 lakh
crore from Rajasthan Govt for
unpaid water dues: C(M Mann

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, MAR 18

Nine members of a family, including three
children, died after a fire broke out in a
multi-storey residential building in south-
west Delhi's Palam area on Wednesday
morning, officials said. Three others were
injured, two of them jumped from the build-
ing at Ram Chowk Market near Palam Met-
ro Station in a desperate attempt to escape
the flames, they said.

The five-storey building had a cloth and
cosmetic showroom on the ground and first
floor, while the family of the owner of the
showroom, Rajender Kashyap, lived on the
second and third floors.

Information regarding the blaze
was received at 7:04 am at Palam Vil-
lage police station, following which
teams rushed to the spot. Among the
people who were rescued from the
building, nine were declared dead at
the hospital. Pravesh (33), Kamal, (39),

Ashu (35) Lado (70 ), Himanshi (22), Deepika
(28) and three minor girls aged 15, six and
three - were identified to have died in the
fire. Anil, 32, and one girl aged two are under
treatment and Sachin (29) was being treated
for 25 per cent burn injuries at Safdarjung
Hospital. Around 30 fire tenders and 11 am-
bulances were pressed into service, along
with personnel from the police, BSES, Air
Force police and the NDRF, as part of amas-
sive firefighting and rescue operation.

cue and relief operations at the site of the

tragedy.

The Prime Minister also announced
ex-gratia compensation from the Prime
Minister's National Relief Fund (PMNRF)
for those affected. “An ex-gratia of Rs. 2
lakh from PMNRF would be given to the
next of kin of each deceased. The injured
would be given Rs. 50,000,” he said.

BUREAU
CHANDIGARH, MAR 18

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann on Wednes-
day asserted that the Punjab
Government will stake claim
to 1.44 lakh crore from the Ra-
jasthan Government for de-
cades of unpaid water usage,

day, officials said.

Eight killed in house fire in Indore

INDORE: Eight members of a family were killed when a fire broke out in a three-storey house after an
explosion at an Electric Vehicle (EV) charging point outside the building in Indore early on Wednes-

The deceased included two minor children and three women, they said.
Alarmed by the incident, the Madhya Pradesh government announced a detailed investigation into it
by a committee of experts and the framing of a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for EV charging.

making it clear that Rajasthan
must either release Punjab’s
rightful dues or stop drawing
water, while also calling for a
review of the historic 1920
agreement governing this ar-
rangement.

Interacting with the me-
dia, CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann said, “The Rajasthan
Government owes 1.44 lakh
crore to Punjab for the water

drawn through the Ferozepur
Feeder since 1960, for which
not even a single penny has
been paid. Rajasthan must ei-
ther release Punjab’s rightful
dues or stop taking water.”

He stated that as per an
agreement signed in the 1920s
between the state of Bikaner,
the erstwhile Punjab, and the
British, Rajasthan had agreed
to pay for water on a per-acre
basis. “Payments were made
till 1960, but after the Indus Wa-
ter Treaty, Rajasthan stopped
paying despite continuously
drawing 18,000 cusecs of wa-
ter,” added CM Bhagwant
Singh Mann.

Highlighting the contra-
diction in Rajasthan’s stand,
Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-

want Singh Mann said, “Even
today, Rajasthan continues to
draw water under the 1920
agreement, but when it comes
to paying dues, it takes shel-
ter under the 1960 arrange-
ment.”

He further stated, “The
governments at that time,
while entering into the new ar-
rangement in 1960, did not
mention payment, but they
also never cancelled the 1920
agreement.”

Raising serious questions
over past inaction, CM Bhag-
want Singh Mann said, “The
agreement clearly mandated a
review every 25 years, but pre-
vious governments never
raised this issue or pursued
Punjab’s rightful claim.”

Property dealer shot
~ deadin Chandlgarh

UNI

CHANDIGARH: A 31-year-old property dealer was gunned down in
broad daylight in the high-security Sector 9 area of Chandigarh on
Wednesday.

The victim, identified as Charanpreet Singh, a resident of Kubbaheri
village in Mullanpur, was targeted by bike-borne assailants as he
was entering his car after exiting a local gym.

According to eyewitness accounts and preliminary police findings,
the attackers fired approximately 12 rounds at Singh, who collapsed
in the driving seat with multiple gunshot wounds to his chest, abdo-
men, and arms.

Following the attack, Singh's associates rushed him to the Post
Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER) in
a private vehicle. However, sources indicated that due to excessive
blood loss, he was declared dead upon arrival at the hospital.

The brazen nature of the crime has sent shockwaves through the
city, particularly as the incident occurred just minutes away from the
offices of the Chandigarh Administration and the Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP). Local Congress leader Kamaljit Singh, who
reached the spot, revealed that Charanpreet was a bachelor who
had been running a real estate business for several years and had
opened his own office about 18 months ago. Kamaljit Singh alleged
that the victim had received several threatening calls recently and
had formally approached the police for protection. He claimed that
despite these reports, the police failed to provide security to the de-
veloper, and his application for an arms license was also reportedly
pending at the time of the murder.

~ "Nofull stop in politics": PM Modi bids farewell to retiring Rajya Sabha MPs

AGENCY
NEW DELHI, MAR 18

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday thanked the retiring Rajya
Sabha MPs for their contributions,
wishing them well for their future polit-
ical endeavours as he emphasised that
there was "no full stop in politics". Ad-
dressing the upper house of Parliament
during the ongoing budget session, PM
Modi said that every member plays a
unique role, adding that their experi-
ence and contribution will always be
remembered. "Discussions take place
on various issues in the House, and ev-
ery member plays a unique role in
them. In moments like these,a common
sense of respect is generated, rising
above party lines. To the leaders who

are leaving the House after the end of
their tenure, I want to say that there is
no full stop in politics. The future is
waiting for you. Your experience and

contribution will always be remem-
bered," the PM said. He further urged
the newly elected MPs to learn from the
veterans like HD Deve Gowda, Mal-

likarjun Kharge, Sharad Pawar, who he
said have spent more than half of their
lives in parliamentary work."HD Deve
Gowda ji, Mallikarjun Kharge ji, and
Sharad Pawar jiare senior leaders who
have spent more than half of their
lives in parliamentary work. Newly
elected MPs should learn from them,"
he said. Speaking about Ramdas Atha-
wale, whose term is coming to an end,
PM Modi said, "Sometimes we used to
hear that there is a lot of opportunity
for humour and satire in the House.
These days, perhaps it is gradually
decreasing. But our Athawale is ever-
green. Athawale is leaving, but no one
here will feel any shortcoming. I am
fully confident that he will continue to
serve satire and humour in abun-
dance."

NIA arrests six Ukrainians, one American
over alleged Myanmar terror links

NEW DELHI: The National Investigation Agency LT e ;
(NIA) on Wednesday arrested seven foreign nation-
als, including six Ukrainian nationals and one Ameri-
can citizen, for allegedly providing terrorist training

UNI

in Myanmar.

According to the information, the arrested individ-
uals include six Ukrainian nationals and one Ameri-

can citizen.

The NIA stated that all the accused had illegally
entered India and were allegedly involved in provid-
ing training in weapons handling and drone opera-
tions in Myanmar. During the probe, it was also re-
vealed that drones used for training purposes were
procured from Europe. They were produced before a
special NIA court, which remanded all seven ac-

cused to 11 days of NIA custody. The agency is now
interrogating them regarding illegal entry into India,

arms training, drone operations, and the network in-
volved in drone procurement.

BUREAU
MARCH 18

CHANDIGARH,

Row Qver Rajya Sabha
Polls: Haryana (M
accuses Congress of
subvertmg democracy

Haryana Chief Minis-
ter, Sh. Nayab Singh
Saini on Wednesday
mounted a sharp at-
tack on the Congress

UNI
NEW DELHI, MAR 18

The government said on Wednesday
that the Advertising Code strictly pro-
hibits misleading claims, unsafe por-
trayal of children and violations of
Advertising Standards Council of India
norms, while a statutory three-tier
grievance redressal mechanism en-
sures effective and time-bound han-
dling of complaints related to broadcast
content.

The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting said it has issued adviso-
ries and taken action against violations,
directing media platforms to refrain
from carrying advertisements of online
betting platforms and their surrogate

products.

In a written reply in Lok
Sabha, Minister of State for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Dr L.
Murugan said all advertisements
aired on private satellite TV chan-
nels must comply with the Adver-
tising Code prescribed under the
Cable Television Networks (Regu-
lation) Act, 1995.

Detailing key provisions, the
Minister said, "No advertisement
shall contain references which are

likely to lead the public to infer

that the product advertised... has some
special or miraculous or supernatural
property," as per Rule 7(5).

He further noted, "No advertise-
ment which endangers the safety of

children or creates in them any interest
in unhealthy practices...
ried," under Rule 7(7), adding that ad-
vertisements must also adhere to
norms laid down by the Advertising

Govt cracks down on misleading ads, unsafe content involving children

Standards Council of India.

The government also high-
lighted that a statutory three-ti-
er grievance redressal system,
introduced under the Cable
Television Networks (Amend-
ment) Rules, 2021, enables ef-
fective handling of complaints.
This includes self-regulation
by broadcasters, oversight by
industry bodies, and a final re-
view mechanism by the Cen-
tre. As per the rules, viewers
can file complaints directly
with broadcasters or approach ASCI in
cases related to advertising violations.
"ASCI shall take a decision on the com-
plaint within sixty days of its receipt,"
the Minister said.

over the Rajya Sabha
elections, alleging that the
party itself is guilty of un-
dermining democratic
principles. Terming Con-
gress's claim of ‘murder
of democracy’ as political-
ly motivated, he said such
assertions betray the par-
ty’s frustration and that
its own statements have,
in fact, weakened demo-
cratic discourse.
Speaking during the
ongoing Budget Session
of the State Vidhan Sabha
on Wednesday, Sh. Nayab
Singh Saini said the issue
did not formally arise for
discussion in the House.
However, he noted that se-
nior member Dr. Raghubir
Singh Kadian, a former
Speaker, had questioned
the necessity of fielding a
third candidate. He also re-

ferred to remarks made to
the media by MLA Geeta
Bhukkal, who alleged that
government ministers had
sought to poach Congress
MLAs.

The Chief Minister
clarified that the third can-
didate was not backed by
them, but was an indepen-
dent candidate fielded by
independent members. He
emphasized that in a de-
mocracy, every individual
has the right to contest
elections.

The independent can-
didate had approached
them for support and had
also sought votes from the
Congress. Ultimately, those
who chose to back him did
so in accordance with their
conscience. There should
be no objection to that.
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CU of Punjab professor invited by Chinese University to teach Punjabi language

BATHINDA (ANANTDEEP KAUR): In a significant step towards promoting Indian language and culture at the global lev-
el, a professor from the Central University of Punjab (CU Punjab), Bathinda, has been invited by a Chinese university to teach
the Punjabi language. Prof. Zameerpal Kaur Sandhu Bajwa, Professor in the Department of Punjabi and former Dean of the

School of Languages, Literature and Culture at CU Punjab, has been invited by Beijing
Foreign Studies University (BFSU), China, to serve as a Foreign Expert in Punjabi Lan-
guage and South Asian Studies for the academic session 2026-27. After receiving ap-
proval from the university, Prof. Bajwa has proceeded on a visit to BFSU, China. Dur-
ing her stay, she will teach courses on the Punjabi language and the history and cul-
ture of Punjab, prepare Punjabi teaching materials, supervise graduate students in
South Asian language programmes, and assist in training Chinese teachers in Punjabi
language instruction. During her visit to China, BFSU will provide round-trip travel
and accommodation, while CU Punjab will continue to pay her salary.

ADG directs to ensure supply of commercial cylinders to  st. Stephen's school choir weaves magic at Irish embassy's

St. Patrick's Day celebrations in New Chandigarh

educational in

PARAMJIT SINGH
JALANDHAR, MARCH 18

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (G) Amaninder Kaur
today directed the concerned
officers to ensure supply of
commercial cylinders to edu-
cational institutions and hos-
pitals on priority.

Presiding over an impor-
tant meeting regarding sup-
ply of commercial gas cylin-
ders at the District Adminis-
trative Complex here, the Ad-
ditional Deputy Commission-
er said that the government
has directed to supply com-
mercial cylinders to educa-
tional institutions and hospi-
tals on priority. He appointed
DEO (Electricity), DEO (Sec)
as nodal officers for educa-
tional institutions and the Civ-
il Surgeon for the hospitals

Pharwahi, Tehsil Dhuri,
District  Sangrur, Punjab,
have changed my name
from Inderpal Kaur lo
Sanclarpal Kaur for all uture
purposes vide affidavit
dated 18.03.2026 belore
Notary Public, Diun,
98724
I, Husandesp Singh
Marahar Sfo Jaswinder
Singh, Rfo Village Bamal
(Dhuril) Sangrur) have
changed name lo

Husandeep Singh
9aT24
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running in the district and di-
rected that these officers will
ensure that their demand re-
garding educational institu-
tions and medical institutions
is given to the gas companies
every day. He also directed
that the District Controller,
Food and Civil Supplies will
ensure the supply of gas as per
their demand.

I, Ajay Kumar Sio Sh. Churia
Ram, Residani 0 House Mo
587, Kanugo Mohalla, Tehsd
& Disirict Kaithal (136027),
Have Changed My Minor
Son Mame From Dharay To
Dhairya. Concarned Please
Nobe.

100039
| Renu Wi Manoj Kumar, RO
H. No. 588, Streat No. 3, Arun
Magar, Palfi Aighan, Kaithal
{Haryana). | changng my
riarmi firom Fienu o Renu Rani
in future | will ba known A5
Renu Rani Please nole the
Feevan.

100046
| Manoj Slo late Sh.
Dharampal, R0 H. No. 589,
Street No. 3, Arjun Nagar
Patti Alghan, Kaithal
{Haryana). | changing my
name from Manoj to Manoj
Kumar. bn future | will be
mown as Manoj Kumar
Piease nole the relevant.

100046

Mobammad Sardar Sl Aakh
Moha=rmad Rio Vill-Sangali. Teh-
Missrunlia, Kethatgarh Posl Ofite
Himara, Cisfl Maferioia. Pumsal-
1 4B0ZFY Declae ihal name ol mne
and my [siher's Hame has been
wrongly weiten & Mohd Sardat and
Rates Mohd i my Pauspart Mo
HBOS8EXY The Achal nese of
meesg wnd my fiher & Mohamead
Sairlad ael Fladk Moharsmad whath
may ba amended accordngly. B s
cevilied Ful | v compled with
oihes logal requsements in [his
CornaChon.

EXIT2
1. blanay Avera Sho Amae et Srom
Ao M85, SihoS Dhobira
FAoad, [Dasmesh iarp| Bathinda
Purgab (151001) My Passport name
has mesBoned s Mang Humay
Ao, | hive changed &y name
Iram Maroy Kumar Assi o Mans |
A Piaase nose it al

L b
| Mano| Shikls Sl Shayam
Sharkar Flo Lehragaga Teh-Lehma
Desit. Sangne declars that Mansg |
Shuiiia an ksher Singh bolh names
aref ong and Lma persan

{55 1]
| Baldev Singh Sio Fam Singh
Fio Bokalin Green Avenoe,
TehDiastt Malorkotia, dectans thad |
disnkasstil My Daughler Arshpdeel
Emw from all my movable and
immovable property as she s
beyond mvy confrol. Aryons whao
has denlings with her wall be
resprsible for i

&
I, Geemil Singh Sla Chand Singh
Rio Will-Blaholi Kalan Teh-
Almedgarh Distt Malerkotis,
daclane hal | disnhdil @y 500
Kuideap Singh from all my

He told the nodal officers
that they will inform the Dis-
trict Controller, Food and Civ-
il Supplies about their de-
mand daily and the District
Controller will coordinate
with the concerned gas agen-
cies regarding the demand for
commercial cylinders and en-
sure its fulfillment. The Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner

S/o Sh. Gian Chand Softa
Rio # 158/2. St No.1. Prof,
Colony Sirhind, Disit,
Fatehgarh Sahib, have

| Hitherle Known As
Gurplar Singh Brar Sho
Gurcharan  Singh
Residing A1 Village
Punmjab - 151208 Have
Changed My Name And
Shall Heroafer Be Known
As Gurpiar Singh

900014
|. hather to known as Suman
Dfo Satpal Rio H.No. 3323
New Kalgidhar Avenue,
Mithapw Jalandhas (Po.)-
144022 have Changed my
ngmi and shad hereafier be
known as Suman Preel. |
have Changed my name not
my rehigion.

600022

[, hither bo known as Agmer
Singh Sdo Harjit Singh Rio
H.No. 523 Gurmehar
Enclave VPO. Wadala,
Dist. Jalandhar (Pb.) India-
144003 have Changed my
nam and Shall heraattier bo

kngwn as Ajmer Singh
Dhanda. | have Changed

oy namse nol my redigion.
600022
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stitutions and hospitals on priority

appealed to the people on be-
half of the district administra-
tion that the booking of do-
mestic gas cylinders will be
done after 25 days (after the
delivery of the first cylinder),
therefore all the gas con-
sumers should ensure to book
the gas 25 days after receiving
the cylinder. He also appealed
that the consumers in the area
where gas is being supplied
through PNG should use PNG
gas only and in view of the
current situation, they should
not book gas cylinders so that
these cylinders can be provid-
ed to the needy consumers on
time. The Additional Deputy
Commissioner strictly in-
structed I0CL, BPCL, HPCL,
District Nodal Officers and
Sales Officers to continue un-
interrupted supply of com-
mercial cylinders.

Classified

|, Appukuitan C is legally
father ol No. 15814358X
Rank & Trade Hav
SKT(MT} Name-Ansesh
CA presently residing al
address  Vill-Ambalapara,
PO-Mannur (West), Teh-
Ottapalam, Disti-
Palakkad, Kerala-678642
have changed my name
from Appukuttan C 1o
Appukuttan Vide Affidawit
Neo. IN-PBIOB3ITE4-
1953165Y, Dated 16-03-
2026 Belore District Court,
Jalandhar (P8).

600022
|, Raoh is Legally mother of
MNo. 15814358X Rank &
Trade Hav SKTMT) Name-
Aneesh CA presently
residing al address Vilk
Ambalapara, PO-Mannur
(West), Tah-Ottapalam,
Distt-Palakkad, Kerala-
E78642 have changed my
name from Raoh lo
Radhakumari Vide
Affidavit No. IN-
PB3024946-3TBGGBTY,
Dated 16-03-2026 Bafore

J.K. BATTA
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 18

At the St. Patrick's Day cele-
brations hosted by the Irish
Embassy at The Imperial Ho-
tel, the Senior Choir of St.
Stephen's School, Togan,
New Chandigarh, mes-
merised the audience with
their melodious perform-
ance.

The event was graced by
the dignified presence of
diplomats, dignitaries, and
distinguished guests. Clad in
green attire, the choir
brought the festive spirit to
life while conveying a mes-
sage of cultural unity.

The most poignant mo-
ment of the ceremony came
during the rendition of Jana
Gana Mana (India's National
Anthem) and Amhran na bh-
Fiann (Ireland's National An-

|, Baljeed Kaur Maan Wio
Gurmest Singh Rio Vpo.
Sudh Singh Wala Distl.
Ferozepur have changed
iy name o Baljest Kaur.

6372
|, Ditbar S/o Ram Dass
Alo Pabwan Po. Pabwan
Distt. Jalandhar have
changed my name flo
Dilbar Lagah.

6372
| Jit Singh Sio Bant Singh
Slo Jagal Singh Rio
Kanganwal (Malerkotla)
have chimmged my name Ajit
Sangh.

exam2

|, Amsitpreet Singh Slo
Igbal Singh Rlo Sarwarpur
(Ludhiana) Declare That
My Name s Amritpreet And
My Surname Is Singh

|, Jaspreat Kaur Aujla Wio
Harwinder Singh Rjo Vill:
Rasulra Teh-Khanna Distt.
Lidhigna have changed
her name from Jaspreet
Kaur Aujla to Jaspreet
K.

3372
|, Harwinder Singh Aujla
Slo Darzhan Singh Rio Vill:
Rasulra Teh-Khanna Distl,
Ludhiana hawe changed
her name from Harwinder
Singh Aujla lo Hanwindes
Singh.

63T
|, Shashi Bala WO Tek
Chand R/O Sajida Colony,
Malerkotla, Distt,
Malerkotia have changed
my name from Shashi Bala
1o Shashi Sharma.

6372
|, Sarbjeet Kaur Wio Nipal
Singh Rio H.No. 1708
WMNo. 11 Payal Teh-Payal
Disit. Ludhiana have
changed my name 10
Sarbyi Ko,

63372
I, Jasvear Singh S/o
Dharam Singh Rjo W.No.

them). Led by Irish Ambas-
sador Kevin Kelly and Sophie
Rogan, the singing of these
national anthems—with the
active participation of both
the choir and the assembled

I, Manvear Kaur Wio
Taranprasl Singh Grawal Rio
have changed my name 1o
Warini Kaiif Giinial

|, Charanjeet Singh Sio
Harbans Singh Ao Ramgarh
Bhullar, Jagraon, Ludhiana
have changed my name fo

Gurdaspur Have deciare thal
Jagyt = my Gven Name and
Singhi miy Sumama.
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|, Pritpal Singh S/0 Baldev
Singh R/O Panjeta
(Ludhiana) Deciare That My
Name 15 Prifpal And My
Surname |s Singh
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|, Sandeep Kaur Wio
Sandeep Singh Rio Madhe
Ke Road. Nihal Singh Wala
(Moga) hawve changed my
name from Sandeep Kaur to
as Sandeep is my given
name and Kaur i my
SUEMAME
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| Palwinder Singh S/0
Balwant Singh R/O Dhapak
Disti Bathinda Have

2 Payal Teh-Payal Distt.

Ludhiana have changed

my nama {o Jasvir Singh.
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gathering—imbued the at-
mosphere with deep emotion
and pride.

The choir garnered im-
mense appreciation from the
audience by performing pop-

| Rawinder Kumer Alias
Ravinder Nath S/0 Megh
Raj A/O Rampura Phul
Distt Bathinda Have Two
Hama O One Parson.
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| Chamkaur Singh Sfo
Bachan Singh Rlo Vpo
Lamma Tehsil Jagraon
Disit Ludhiana have
changed my name from
Chamkaur Singh 1o
Chambor Singh.
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I, Jagdish /o Aviar Singh
Rio Kot Badal Khan Po. Kot
Badal Khan Disti.
Jalanghas have changed
my name o Jagdish Singh
Cheama.
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I, Manvir Singh Sio
Gurcharan Singh Sidhu Rio
Vpo Pandori District
Ludhiana , have changed
my name from Manwvie
Singh to Manvir Singh
Sidhu.
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| Jasveer Kaur W/O
Jaswinder Singh R/D
Kotha Gueu Teh. Phul Distt.
Bathinda Have Changed
My Name From Jasveer
Kaur To Jasvir Kaur.
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I. Boola Singh Sfo Ajil
Singh Rlio Village
Chohka, PO. Garhdiwala,
Tehsll Dasuya, Distl,
Hoshiarpur, Punjab, India
deciare that |1 have
changed my name from
Boota Singh to Buta
Singh. All concarned
note.
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| Champa Rani Wio Prem
Math Sehgal Rio 172 S1.No,
06 Moh, Hargobindpura
Jagraon Dish Ludhiana
have changed my name Io
Joti Sehgal.
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1, Mehakpreet Dio Mangal
Singh Rio Village Valioha
Tohsd Patti District Tarn

Taran have changed my
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Mebakpree! Kaur
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ular Irish songs such as
"Forty Shades of Green,"
"When Irish Eyes Are Smil-
ing," "Like a Bird Without
Wings," "Gold and Silver
Days," "The Town I Love So
Well," and "Take Me Home."
Speaking on the occasion,
Ireland's Attorney General
Rossa Fanning, Ireland's Am-
bassador to India Kevin Kel-
ly, and Mr. Sybi George, Sec-
retary at the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs, highlighted
the strength of India-Ireland
relations in their respective
addresses.

Representing the school,
Principal Mr. Roy da Silva at-
tended the event on behalf of
Director Mr. Harold Carver
and Ms. Diana Carver. He
also conducted the choir,
making the performance tru-
ly memorable through his ex-
pert direction.

I, Jobanjest Singh Sfo
Joginder Singh Rio Village
Sarai Talwandi, Alowal
District Tarm Taran hane
changed my name from
Jobanjeet Singh to Jobanji
Singh.

63372
|, Amandeep Singh Sio
Hamek Singh Rjo Vill:
Rasulpur Po. Sarhaka Khurd
Teh-Garhshankar
Hoshiarpur, Punjab, have
changad my name from
Amandesp Singh 1o Singh
Armandesp.
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I, Pewandesp Kawr Wo
Kuldeep Singh Rio Vpo.
Machhike (Moga) have
changed my name o
Pawandeap Kiaur Dhairwal,
63372
|, Kuldegp Singh S/o
Chamkaur Singh Rfa Vpo.
Machhike (Moga) have
changed my name Io
83372
|. Sainam Singh S/0 Jora
Moga (Pb), | Have Changed
My Hame Sainam Singh
Rupra To Satnam Singh.
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Foundation stone laid for Gaushala to shelter stray cows at Mullanpur Dakha

JAGRAON (SUKH NAHAR): Under the patronage of Punjab Kesari Group MD Vijay Chopra, Swami Ganganand Ji Bhuri Wale Gausha-
la Trust laid the foundation stone of a new gaushala near Ragba Bhawan for the care of stray and abandoned cows, which often become

a cause of road accidents. The ceremony was performed by Sant Karam Das, Gaddinashin of Ga-
reeb Das Dera Sant Sadhu Ram Ji, Noormahal. Sant Karam Das said that cows hold great religious
significance and areregarded as mother, adding that the Trust has taken acommendable step with
the support of devotees and the public to serve and protect them selflessly. He urged everyone to
contribute to this noble cause. Before the foundation ceremony, trustees including Krishna Ku-
mar Bawa, Raj Purohit Doongar Singh, B.K. Bansal (Marigold Feed), Girdhari Lal Bassi, Nitin
Bansal, along with former minister Malkiat Singh Dakha, Sandeep Sandhu, Pawan Diwan, Vin-
od Kalia, Nitin, Tarlochan Safari, Santokh Singh, Advocate Boota Singh Bairagi, Santosh Sharma,
Rajinder Pal Bansal, Ranjit Singh, Karnail Singh Gill, Praveen Gandhi.

Eid-ul-Fitr prayer in Qadian to
be offered at 9:00 AM on March

20, subject to moon sighting

VERMA

QADIAN: The faithful in Qadian will gather
in a spirit of devotion and unity to offer the
auspicious Eid-ul-Fitr, marking the
culmination of the holy month of
Ramadan. Subject to the sighting of the
moon, the Eid prayer will be held on
March 20, 2026, at precisely 9:00 AM,
Insha’Allah. The announcement has been
made to ensure that all community
members can make necessary
arrangements to participate in this sacred
occasion. Eid-ul-Fitr, a festival symbolizing
gratitude, compassion, and togetherness,
is celebrated with great fervor and
reverence across the region.

Devotees are encouraged to arrive at the
prayer venue well in time, maintaining
discipline and the sanctity of the occasion,
while embracing the true spirit of harmony
and brotherhood that Eid signifies.

Sant Balbir Singh Seechewal
demands strict law to prevent
sacrilege of religious texts

all

ARVIND PATHAK

SULTANPUR LODHI: Rajya Sabha
Member Sant Balbir Singh Seechewal
strongly raised the issue of repeated
incidents of sacrilege of religious
scriptures in the country and demanded
the enactment of a stringent law to
prevent such acts. His Special Mention on
the issue was accepted by the Rajya
Sabha. While speaking, Sant Seechewal
highlighted incidents ranging from the
Nakodar sacrilege case 40 years ago to
the Bargari incidents. Addressing the
media, he stated that the desecration of
sacred scriptures like Guru Granth Sahib,
Bhagavad Gita, Quran and others is
deeply painful and hurts the sentiments of
people across communities, often
disturbing peace in Punjab. He
emphasized that Punjab, being a border
state, requires special attention to ensure
that no forces are allowed to exploit such
incidents to destabilize law and order.
Sant Seechewal informed the House that
during the Nakodar sacrilege incident on
February 2, 1986, five saroops of Guru
Granth Sahib were burnt. During the
protests that followed, police firing led to
the martyrdom of four Sikh youths.
Similarly, during the Bargari sacrilege
incidents, two Sikhs lost their lives in
police firing. He expressed concern that
justice is still awaited in these cases.He
further stated that religious scriptures are
not merely books but serve as spiritual
guides for society. Guru Granth Sahib, he
added, is revered as a living spiritual
presence that guides humanity.He
demanded that a strict and effective law
be enacted at the national level to prevent
sacrilege of religious texts.

CM Mann calis for greater role

SHASHI PAL JAIN
MOHALI, MARCH 18

Positioning women at the cen-
tre of Punjab’s growth story,
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann on Wednesday
laid out an expansive vision
for their role in governance,
economy and society, assert-
ing that real empowerment
lies in education, representa-
tion and economic opportuni-
ty.

Speaking at a felicitation
event awarding grassroot en-
trepreneurs in Mohali, he
gave a detailed account of the
AAP government’s initia-
tives, from job reservations
and direct financial support to
large-scale livelihood pro-
grammes, Wwhile urging
women to step into decision-
making roles and reshape the
state’s future. Addressing the
gathering after felicitating

women entrepreneurs, CM
Bhagwant Singh Mann stat-
ed, “It is imperative that girls
come forward and empower
themselves through educa-
tion. It is in the larger interest
of the nation, as women who
manage homes and families
efficiently should also run the
country. The state govern-
ment is committed to this no-
ble cause and is leaving no
stone unturned for it.”
Encouraging greater po-

for WII!II_EII In politics
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“Girls must come forward
and participate in politics to
become active partners in de-
cision-making and bring nec-
essary change in society. To-
day, girls have outnumbered
boys in almost every field, but
politics is still an exception.
This field has long been con-
sidered a fiefdom of men, but
the time has come for women
to excel here as well. Women’s
participation is essential to

build an egalitarian society
and strengthen democracy at
the grassroots level.

Women must ensure that
they and their families exer-
cise their vote carefully so
that the right leaders are
elected to the Assembly and
Parliament.”

Highlighting the broader
vision for the state, the Pun-
jab CM continued, “This will
help make Punjab a progres-
sive and prosperous state.

Retail Karyana Merchant Association Kharar
donates kitchenware for Shri Ram Mandir Kharar

SHASHI PAL JAIN
KHARAR, MARCH 18

The grand festival of idol in-
stallation and Pran
Pratishtha is being celebrat-
ed on 26 March at Shri Ram
Mandir Kharar. There is an
atmosphere of great joy
among the people of the city
in this regard. Today, one
thousand steel plates, one

thousand glasses, 84 dozen
spoons, 10 big Sandook were
donated to the organizers by
Retail Karyana Merchant As-
sociation Kharar for the
event being organized on that
day.

On this occasion, among
others, Association President
Pawan Mangal, Secretary
Amandeep Garg, Kamal Ku-
mar, Dinesh Kamwar,

Saurav Gupta, Prakash Jain,
Ravi Kumar Gupta, Naresh
Mittal etc. were present.

It is worth mentioning
that the association is also do-
nating a very big chandelier
to be installed in the sanctum
sanctorum.

Apart from this, they
have also donated a large
number of kitchenware and
ration items.

RBU hosts International conference on Life
Sciences, health and environmental sustainability

LK BANSAL
MOHALI, MARCH 18

Rayat Bahra University or-
ganised the two-day 3rd Inter-
national Conference on Life
Sciences, Health and Environ-
ment Sustainability (ICLSH-
ES-2026) under the aegis of the
University School of Life Sci-
ences. The conference brought
together researchers, academi-
cians and experts from across
the country to deliberate on
emerging challenges and inno-
vative solutions related to
health, life sciences and envi-
ronmental sustainability.

The conference was or-
ganised in collaboration with
the Red Ribbon Club, Punjab
Youth Services, the Indian Red
Cross Society, the Microbiolo-
gists Society of India, the Pun-
jab State Council for Science
and Technology (PSCST),
Chandigarh, and Innovation
Mission Punjab.

Addressing the gathering,
Gurvinder Singh Bahra, Chan-
cellor of Rayat Bahra Univer-
sity, Rayat Bahra Professional
University, Hoshiarpur, and
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Bahra University, Shimla, em-
phasised the importance of en-
couraging startups and entre-
preneurship among young
people. He highlighted that
promoting an entrepreneurial
mindset can enhance employ-
ability while also fostering en-
vironmental responsibility
and sustainable development.

Prof. (Dr.) Simerjit Kaur
DSW welcomed the distin-
guished guests, speakers and
participants and presented an
overview of the conference.
The conference was attended
by Shivdular Singh Dhillon,
Secretary-cum-Chief Execu-
tive of the Indian Red Cross So-

ciety, Punjab State Branch,
Chandigarh, as the Chief
Guest. Prof. (Dr.) Dapinder
Kaur Bakshi, Joint Director
and Head, Research and Start-
up Facilitation Division, at-
tended as Guest of Honour and
highlighted the importance of
intellectual property rights, re-
search culture and innovation-
driven development. Vice
Chancellor Prof. (Dr.) Sanjay
Kumar emphasised the need
for universities to build strong
ecosystems that promote re-
search, innovation and entre-
preneurship. He also spoke
about the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals.

Vapar mandal President Dapinder Arora
honoured with ‘Award of Excellence’

R3 oy

SHARANJEET
PATHANKOT, MARCH 18

President of the Pathankot
Trade Association, Dapinder
Arora, affiliated with the Pun-
jab Pradesh Beopar Mandal
and Bhartiya Udyog Beopar
Mandal, was honoured with
the “Award of Excellence” at
a state-level traders’ event
held on the occasion of
Traders’ Day. The award was
presented under the leader-
ship of Punjab Pradesh Beop-
ar Mandal president Pyare
Lal Seth, general secretary
Sunil Mehra and general sec-
retary Sameer Jain. Repre-
sentatives from nearly 23
trade units across Punjab at-
tended the event. Speaking on
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the occasion, Dapinder Arora
said the Pathankot Trade As-
sociation had achieved signif-
icant progress within just
eight months due to collective
efforts and cooperation be-
tween traders and the district
administration. He dedicated
the honour to senior traders,
executive members and the
entire team of the association.
He added that no president
can succeed without the sup-
port of a strong and united
team, stressing that unity re-
mains the greatest strength of
the trading community. Dur-
ing the event, traders from
across Punjab also expressed
concern over the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation in
the state.

Rayat institute of pharmacy achieves
academic and research excellence in 2025-26

BAHADURJEET SINGH
RUPNAGAR, MAR 18

Rayat Institute of Pharmacy,
under Lamrin Tech Skills
University Punjab  has
achieved remarkable
progress in academic and re-
search excellence during the
academic session 2025-26.
The institute has demon-
strated strong research pro-
ductivity through publica-
tions in reputed national and
international journals.Exec-
utive Dean Dr. N S Gill
shared that
the faculty members
published 41 research and re-
view articles in international
journals, many appearing in

high-impact journals with
impact factors ranging from
6-9 and indexed in Scopus.
The institute has also
strengthened its innovation
ecosystem by filing/publish-
ing 9 patents, reflecting its
commitment to research,
technology development, and
intellectual property genera-
tion. He further said these
achievements highlights the
institution’s dedication to
quality research, innovation.
The institute continues to
encourage faculty and stu-
dents to engage in impactful
research activities, contribut-
ing to the advancement of
pharmaceutical sciences and
healthcare innovations.

‘War Against Drugs’ national marathon in
Mahilpur on March 22: Jai Krishan Singh Rauri

HOSHIARPUR (DALJEET AJNOHA): The Punjab government is
organising the Shaheed-e-Azam Sardar Bhagat Singh National
Marathon at Sri Guru Gobind Singh Khalsa College, Mahilpur on
March 22 to raise awareness about the ill effects of drugs and en-
courage people to connect with sports. Deputy Speaker Jai Krishan
Singh Rouri today reviewed the preparations and arrangements dur-
ing a meeting with officials here.

Deputy Speaker Jai Krishan Singh Rouri stated that under the
leadership of Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann, large-
scale action is being taken to eradicate the scourge of drugs, along-
side meaningful activities to protect people from narcotics, and this
national marathon in Mahilpur is part of that series. He emphasised
that eliminating drugs is a special priority for Chief Minister Bhag
want Singh Mann, with continuous efforts underway, and youth can
be saved from social evils by engaging them in sports.On the Sha-
heed-e-Azam Sardar Bhagat Singh National Marathon in Mahilpur,
the Deputy Speaker said it features four categories—5km, 10km,
21km, and 42km—where participants will run and pledge to say 'no
to drugs'. He directed that foolproof arrangements be made in every
aspect for smooth conduct, instructing SSP Sandeep Kumar Malik
to ensure traffic management and awareness about alternative
routes, while urging maximum student participation to spread the
anti-drug message to the grassroots level.

MCM hosts free medical
and dental camp

CHANDIGARH: Health Committee and NSS Units of Mehr
Chand Mahajan DAV College for Women, in collaboration with
Fortis Hospital, Mohali, and Dr. Harvansh Singh Judge Insti-
tute of Dental Sciences and Hospital, Chandigarh, organised a
free Medical and Dental Camp. The initiative aimed to promote
health awareness and facilitate access to essential healthcare
services within the campus.

The medical team from Fortis Hospital comprised a panel
of doctors, including Dr. Prabha Bansal (Dermatology), Dr.
Ruchi (Gynaecology), Dr. Ravi Kant (General Medicine), and
Dr. Ritesh Khokhar (Orthopedics), along with dietitian Dt. Van-
shika and trained paramedical staff. The team conducted a
range of diagnostic screenings such as blood glucose testing,
blood pressure monitoring, ECG, and weight assessment, along
with personalised diet counselling and chart recommendations.
The dental camp was conducted by experts from Dr. Harvansh
Singh Judge Institute of Dental Sciences and Hospital, who ed-
ucated participants on proper oral care practices. They demon-
strated correct brushing techniques and emphasised the im-
portance of preventing common dental issues such as tooth de-
cay and gum diseases through regular hygiene practices. The
camp witnessed enthusiastic participation from over 200 staff
members and students, who benefitted greatly from the expert
consultations and screenings.

Traders’ Commission holds meeting
to ensure prompt redressal of issues

DHURI (SUMER GARG): In a significant step towards ensuring
swift and effective redressal of traders’ issues, a meeting of the
Traders’ Commission was convened in Dhuri Assembly con-
stituency. The meeting was chaired by Chairman, Punjab
Traders’ Commission, Dhuri,
Pushpinder Sharma, and at-
tended by SDM Dhuri, Dr. Ismit
Vijay Singh, commission mem-
bers, officials from various de-
partments, and representatives
of the trading community.

Addressing the gathering,
Pushpinder Sharma stated that
the Punjab Government, under
the leadership of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann, remains committed to safeguarding the
interests of traders. He highlighted that Traders’ Commissions
have been constituted at the Assembly constituency level to pro-
vide a dedicated platform for addressing grievances in a struc-
tured and time-bound manner, thereby facilitating smoother
business operations.

Reiterating the Commission’s mandate, he assured that all
issues raised by traders would be given due priority and re-
solved expeditiously in coordination with the concerned de-
partments. He also urged traders to proactively approach the
Commission for timely redressal of their grievances. SDM
Dhuri, Dr. Ismit Vijay Singh, reaffirmed the administration’s
commitment to working in close coordination with the Com-
mission to resolve traders’ issues on a priority basis, ensuring
efficient and responsive governance.

Vikas Nagar’s Kahlon farm faces neglect
amid unfulfilled development promises

CHANDIGARH (J.K. BATTA): In Naya Gaon’s Vikas Nagar
(Kahlon Farm, Ward-1), the reality stands in stark contrast to
the area's name, as it suffers from a severe lack of development
works; residents here are plagued by issues ranging from non-
functional streetlights to unpaved streets.

According to locals, basic amenities remain conspicuously
absent due to the negligence of the Municipal Council, forcing
local residents to endure immense hardship. Residents state
that the Municipal Council had previously passed proposals to
pave and construct several streets in the area—specifically
those running from Mahavir’s house to Ganesh’s, from Ravi’s
house to Sandeep’s, from Pawan’s house to Laxman Aswal’s,
and from Bir Singh’s house to Vicky’s.

These proposals included plans to pave the streets and in-
stall stormwater drainage pipes; tenders for these projects had
even been floated at one point. However, these streets remain a
blot on the very concept of "development." Residents further
pointed out that, ironically, work has now hastily begun on
paving a few *other* streets that were approved in a sudden
rush. This situation prevails in the Kumaon Nagar section of the
Vikas Nagar (Kahlon Farm) area.

Memorandum highlights civic neglect in
Ludhiana, Dewan questions minister

LUDHIANA (SARBJIT SUFI): Former District Congress Com-
mittee Ludhiana (Urban) President and former Chairman of the
Punjab Large Industrial Development Board Pawan Dewan,
along with several Congress leaders, submitted a memorandum
to Municipal Commissioner Dr. Neeru Katyal Gupta, high-
lighting serious civic issues in Ludhiana (West).

The memorandum pointed to problems such as broken
roads, erratic water supply, overflowing sewerage, non-func-
tional streetlights, neglected parks and uncollected garbage.

Speaking after submitting the memorandum, Dewan ex-
pressed surprise that the Punjab Local Government Minister,
who represents Ludhiana (West), has allowed residents to face
such hardships due to lack of basic civic amenities. He re-
marked, “If the Minister cannot set his own constituency in or-
der, one can imagine the plight of the remaining 116 Assembly
constituencies across Punjab.”

Detailing the issues, Dewan said the condition of roads has
deteriorated badly, with large potholes and damaged stretches
making commuting difficult and increasing the risk of acci-
dents, especially near educational institutions and hospitals.

37th Maa Bhagwati Jagran held with great
devotion at Doraha’s mata rani park
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DORAHA (AMRISH ANAND): The 37th Maa Bhagwati Jagran
was organised with great devotion and enthusiasm at Mata
Rani Park, Doraha, during the Basrayan fair, with active sup-
port from local residents.

The sacred jyot was brought from Shri Mata Naina Devi Ji,
marking the beginning of the religious event. A large number of
devotees gathered to offer prayers and participate in bhajans. A
community langar was served, while devotees also presented
traditional offerings such as gulgule, kachoris, and soaked
lentils.Organisers, including President Kuljit Singh Vicky and
Vice President Avtar Singh, stated that heavy footfall was wit-
nessed throughout, and proper arrangements were ensured.
The programme featured devotional performances by Narinder
Johar and Party (Nabha).

Prominent attendees included former MLA Lakhvir Singh
Lakha,Chairman Bant Singh Daburji ,Vinit Ashat, Mandeep
Mangat Anish Bhanotalong with several representatives from
social, religious, and political organisations.

Golden college of education (B.Ed)
achieves excellent results; 19 students

. | L4 J L "i. -
= | " o dis g ! F.:
GURDASPUR ( VERMA): The results of the B.Ed third semester
at Golden College of Education, Hanuman Chowk, Gurdaspur
have been outstanding. As declared by Guru Nanak Dev Univer-
sity, Amritsar, the college has performed remarkably well com-
pared to other B.Ed institutions. This achievement once again re-
flects the institution’s high academic standards and disciplined
environment.Expressing happiness over the results, Chairman
Dr. Mohit Mahajan stated that the students of the institution con-
sistently perform excellently every year. He highlighted that 19
students secured 90 percent marks and achieved top positions,
which is a significant accomplishment. Additionally, 23 students
scored 88 percent marks, further bringing pride to the college. He
credited this success to the students’ hard work, dedication, and
the continuous guidance of the faculty.Principal Dr. Surinder
Singh informed that the students who secured 90 percent marks
include Renuka, Jaswinder Lalotra, Jasleen Kaur, Ananya
Sharma, Sapna Hans, Sonia, Rajwinder Kaur, Jaspinder Kaur,
Amandeep Kaur, Puneeta, Muskan, Arpita, Gunjan, Pallavi Ku-
mari, Jasnoor Kaur, Simranjit Kaur, Arvinder Kaur, Harpreet
Kaur, and Mandeep Kaur.

MC Chandigarh cracks down on
encroachments; 71 challans issued

CHANDIGARH (RN KHERA): The Municipal Corporation
Chandigarh carried out a comprehensive enforcement and
anti-encroachment drive across key city locations today, rein-
forcing its commitment to maintaining civic discipline and en-
suring obstruction-free public spaces.

The morning drive in Sector 17 near Bank Square result-
ed in the issuance of 25 challans, with enforcement teams re-
moving illegal vendors occupying public areas and hindering
pedestrian movement.

In the afternoon, action was taken in the Motor Market of
Sector 28, where 16 vehicles were impounded for carrying out
repair works on road berms, leading to encroachment and in-
convenience to commuters.

The evening drive in Timber Market, Sector 26 targeted
unauthorized roadside activities, particularly vehicle painting
and repair work being conducted on public land. During the
operation, 7 vehicles were impounded. Additionally, 3 trucks
loaded with coconuts were seized for illegal vending.

Enforcement teams also confiscated equipment such as
jacks, rubbing machines, and seat cover materials being used
for unauthorized operations. Overall, a total of 71 challans
were issued during the day-long drive.
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Health Minister announces major grant of Rs 77 crore for Patiala rural area

PATIALA (RAKESH JINDAL): Today marked a historic occasion for the rural area of Patiala as the Punjab Government
made major announcements for the overall development of villages. Fulfilling the vision of Chief Minister Mr. Bhagwant

campaign, Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr. Balbir Singh released a sig-
nificant amount of Rs. 77 crore for the development of rural Patiala.
On this occasion, he announced several important measures to strengthen ba-
sic infrastructure in villages.
Cheques of Rs. 5 lakh each were also distributed to village sarpanches, which
will accelerate development works at the grassroots level. These funds will be
utilized for roads, sanitation, drinking water, and other essential facilities in vil-
lages. Dr. Balbir Singh stated that the main objective of the Mann Government
is not only infrastructural development but also to make every village and city
clean, well-organized, and healthy.

Appeal to major powers to
prevent world war; organizations
dedicated to peace must step
forward: Gurdas Girdhar

RAGHU NANDAN PRASHAR
MUKTSAR: Today, the entire world is
gripped by anxiety regarding the
possibility of a world war. Everyone is
terrified by this prospect.To avert this
danger, the world's major powers must
set aside their self-interests and take
the initiative to establish
global peace. Expressing
these sentiments here
today, Gurdas Girdhar—
General Secretary of the
Punjab Pradesh
__| Congress (Freedom
"‘, "l Fighters' Family Wing)—
- stated that the people of
the world are already plagued by
environmental pollution, dreadful
diseases, drastic climatic shifts, rising
temperatures, and soaring inflation.
Therefore, organizations dedicated to
peace must step forward with full vigor
and actively engage in this cause.
Every possible effort must be made to
liberate humanity from these looming
threats.

DM issues order in
view of public
interest and safety

PARAMJIT SINGH

JALANDHAR: District Magistrate-cum-
Deputy Commissioner Jalandhar Dr.
Himanshu Agarwal, exercising the
powers vested in him under Section
163 of the Indian Civil Protection Code,
has issued orders keeping in view the
public interest and safety that there will
be a complete ban on planting of any
kind of big trees like Safeda, Popular
etc. in all rivers coming within the limits
of Jalandhar district, their natural
course (River course/River bed), flood
plain or water flow area without any
prior permission. According to the
orders, this ban will be applicable to all
types of land, whether it is under
government, panchayat or any kind of
private ownership, as any kind of
obstruction in the river bed can pose a
threat to public safety.

The orders state that it has come to
their notice that some persons are
planting large trees of white, popular
and other types in the river course/river
bed of the Sutlej River and its
tributaries flowing along the boundary
of Jalandhar district.

Harsimrat Badal raises Mansa
railway issues in parliament;
SAD leaders thankful

(2

KULWINDER KARWAL
SARDULGARH: Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) leaders have thanked Harsimrat
Kaur Badal for raising key railway
demands of Mansa district during the
Lok Sabha session. In a statement,
SAD leaders said Badal highlighted that
several trains passing through the
Bathinda constituency were
discontinued during the COVID-19
pandemic and have not been restored,
while no new services have been
introduced. She termed the neglect of
Punjab as unfortunate and urged the
Centre to address pending demands.
She also called for better rail
connectivity, including linking key Sikh
religious centres. Among major
demands, Badal sought opening a
railway station gate on the northern
side of Mansa and shifting the railway
siding outside the city to ease
congestion.

She also demanded improvements at
railway underpasses, including sheds
and drainage to prevent waterlogging.
Badal further reiterated the long-
pending demand to connect Sardulgarh
with the railway network to boost
regional development.

SAD leaders said that if accepted,
these demands would improve
connectivity, promote trade, generate
employment, and reduce travel time.
They added that the move could
significantly accelerate overall
development in the region.

10,000 cusecs of additional water from Maie

seasonal rivers supplied to fields: GM

GAURAV GOEL
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 18

Punjab Chief Minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann on Wednes-
day laid out a historic turn-
around in Punjab’s irrigation
system, noting that the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) Govern-
ment has, in just four years,
ensured water supply to fields
equivalent to the Bhakra
canal by unlocking 10,000
cusecs from seasonal rivers
and reviving a collapsing
canal network.

The Chief Minister said
canal irrigation coverage has
surged from just 26.50% in
2022 to 78% today, with long-
defunct systems like the 22-
km Sarhali canal brought
back to life, round-the-clock
water supply ensured
through the Ferozepur-
Sirhind feeder, and canal wa-
ter reaching 1,446 villages for
the first time since Indepen-
dence. CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann addressed a detailed
press conference, presenting a
comprehensive account of the
Punjab Government’s work
in the irrigation sector over
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the past four years. “Rs 6,700
crore has been spent on canal
lining, repair, modernisation
and strengthening of infra-
structure from April 2022 till
now, which is the highest ever
in Punjab’s history,” said the
Chief Minister.

He emphasised that Punjab
has a total canal irrigation po-
tential of around 75.90 lakh
acres, but until March 2022,
only 20.89 lakh acres, which
was merely 26.5%, were actu-
ally receiving canal water.
“Today, we have increased

this coverage to nearly 58
lakh acres, taking utilisation
to around 78%. This is almost
three times the earlier fig-
ure,” CM Bhagwant Singh
Mann stated, adding that the
Punjab Government has en-
sured maximum utilisation of
canal water available in the
state. Detailing the massive
scale of work undertaken on
the ground, he said, “We have
spent around Rs 2,000 crore to
construct and restore nearly
13,000 km of canals, due to
which canal water is now

reaching 58 lakh acres. Along
with this, around 7,000 water
channels have been restored.”
He further added, “A total of
15,539 canals have been
cleaned and 18,349 water-
courses have been revived, en-
suring that even tail-end agri-
cultural fields now receive
canal water.”

Highlighting a major struc-
tural intervention, CM Bhag-
want Singh Mann said, “For
the first time in Punjab’s his-
tory, 101 abandoned canals
spanning 545 km have been
revived. Many of these canals
had been closed for 30 to 40
years and even filled up with
soil. We restored them with-
out acquiring even a single
inch of land.”

He added that revival of
rainwater channels alone has
helped bring an additional
2.75 lakh acres under irriga-
tion. “By restoring old canal
systems, we have ensured
that an additional 10,000
cusecs of water is now reach-
ing fields. In effect, we have
created a new ‘Bhakra canal’
without acquiring any land,”
he said.

ANIL VERMA
BATHINDA, MARCH 18

In a major breakthrough
amidst the ongoing drive to
make Punjab a safe and secure
state as per directions of Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, Counter Intelligence
(CI) Bathinda has averted a ma-
jorterror threat with the arrest
of two accused persons and re-
covered two hand grenades
from their possession, said Di-
rector General of Police (DGP)
Punjab Gaurav Yadav here on
Wednesday.

Those arrested have been
identified as Buta Singh alias
Gurpreet Singh alias Gopu, a
resident of Gillwali in Fer-
ozepur and Harmander Singh
alias Nikka, a resident of Moth-
awali in Moga.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said
that preliminary investigation
hasrevealed that the recovered
grenades were part of an illegal
supply-chain linked to cross-
border elements, intended to
disrupt peace and public safety
in the border state. The DGP
said that further investigation
is underway to establish for-
ward and backward linkages
and identify other associates in-
volved in this module. Sharing

r terror threat averted in state; two
held with two hand-grenades

DGP Gaurav Yadav said that preliminary
investigation has revealed that the
recovered grenades were part of an illegal
supply-chain linked to cross-border
elements, intended to disrupt peace and
public safety in the border state.

operational details, Assistant
Inspector General of Police
(AIG) CI Bathinda Avneet
Kaur Sidhu said that police
teams had received a reliable
input that two operatives
linked to terror module have
retrieved hand grenades. Act-
ing swiftly on intelligence in-
put, CI Bathinda launched in-
telligence led operation and ap-
prehended both the suspects
from Moga-Ferozepur Road

and recovered two hand
grenades from their possession,
she said. The AIG said that the
swift action by Counter Intelli-
gence teams thwarted an unto-
ward incident and neutralised
a potential threat. In this re-
gard, a case FIR no. 06 dated
17.03.2026 has been registered
under sections 3, 4, and 5 of the
Explosives Actat Police Station
State Special Operations Cell
(SSOC) Fazilka.

17,651 women provided free support through

one stop centres: Dr. Baljit Kaur

CHANDIGARH, MARCH 18

Reaffirming its strong com-
mitment to ensuring the safe-
ty and dignity of women, the
Punjab Government under
the leadership of Chief Minis-
ter S. Bhagwant Singh Mann
has taken significant steps to
strengthen support systems
for women facing violence
and distress. As part of these
efforts, a total of 17,651
women have been provided
free and integrated support
through One Stop Centres
across the state from the fi-
nancial year 2022-23 to
2025-26.

Disclosing this, Social Se-
curity, Women and Child De-
velopment Minister Dr. Baljit
Kaur said that these centres
provide immediate and coor-
dinated assistance to women
in need under one roof. The
services include medical aid,
legal assistance, police facili-
tation, counselling, tempo-
rary shelter and food. Shar-
ing year-wise data, the Minis-
ter informed that 3,592
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women were assisted during
2022-23, 3,633 during
2023-24, 5,305 during
2024-25, and 5,121 during
2025-26. She stated that the
increasing numbers reflect
the expanding outreach of the
government and growing
trust among women.

Dr. Baljit Kaur said,
“These are not just numbers,
but stories of courage and
hope. Women who once faced
fear and injustice are now re-
building their lives with dig-
nity and confidence. One Stop
Centres have emerged not

merely as service points, but
as strong pillars of support,
ensuring safety, trust and em-
powerment.” She further
added that One Stop Centres
have been established in all
districts of Punjab to ensure
that no woman is left without
support in times of need.

The Minister also urged
that every woman should be
aware of the Women Helpline
number 181 (toll- free)and
emphasized the need for its
wide publicity so that timely
assistance can be ensured
during emergencies.

Speaker honours successful students of civil
services examination in Vidhan Sabha

SURINDER DAMDAMI
KOTKAPURA, MARCH 18

Speaker of Punjab Vidhan
Sabha S. Kultar Singh Sand-
hwan specially honored the
talented students in Punjab
Vidhan Sabha who brought
laurels for Punjab by per-
forming brilliantly in the civ-
il services examination.

On this occasion, he high-
ly appreciated the hard work,
dedication and struggle of the
students and said that these
youth are the future of the
country and their success is a
source of inspiration for other
youth. During the function,
Aman Aloone, Rasneet Kaur,
Manpreet Kaur, Jayant Garg
and Kritika Chaudhary were
honored and Speaker appreci-
ated their excellent perform-

ance. Congratulating the stu-
dents and parents, Speaker S.
Sandhwan said that to clear
civil services competitive ex-
amination is a great achieve-
ment, which requires hard
work, discipline and determi-
nation.

He advised the students
always give priority to truth,
honesty and justice while dis-
charging their responsibili-
ties in the field of public serv-
ice. He said that use the pow-
er of pen and chair for the wel-
fare of the people which will
brought positive change in so-
ciety. Speaker S. Kultar Singh
Sandhwan, while congratu-
lating all the talented stu-
dents of the country, said that
the daughters and sons of
Punjab have once again
proved with their talent.

Police arrest 2 dru

smugglers alon
with 11 thousandgbanngg capsulesg
and narcotic pills

RAGHU NANDAN PRASHAR
JAITO, MARCH 18

Strict action is being taken
against drug smuggling un-
der the anti-drug campaign
under the direction of
Dr.Pragya Jain SSP Farid-
kot.Under the guidance of
Shri  Jogeshwar  Singh
Goraya SP (Investigation)
Faridkot and under the di-
rection of Shri Sanjeev Ku-
mar DSP (Sub-Division)
Faridkot, Police Station City
Kotkupra achieved a major
success by arresting two ac-
cused and recovering 11
thousand banned capsules
and 80 drug pills from
them.The arrested persons
have been identified as
Parveen Kumar (resident of
Jeevan Nagar, Kotkapura)
and Karandeep Singh alias
Karni (resident of Buza Guj-
jar Gandhi Nagar, Shri Muk-
tsar Sahib). According to in-
formation, on March 16, As-
sistant SHO Bhupinderjit
Singh along with the police

T

party was present at Navi
Dana Mandi Kotkapura for
patrolling and checking,
when both the accused were
seen coming towards the
sand in the market, which
was in the vehicle of the po-
lice party. Seeing this, he be-
came completely frightened
and took out Golia leaves
from his pockets and threw
them aside, where he was
searched without any suspi-
cion. During this, 80 drug
pills, Tramadol and 11,000
Pregabalin capsules were re-
covered from the accused.In
this regard, case number 55
dated 17.03.2026 has been
registered under sections
22(B)/61/85 and 223 BNS of
the NDPS Act at Police Sta-
tion City Kotkapura.

Pankaj Mahajan ‘Billu honoured by Pathankot
Vyapar Mandal, elevated as Senior Vice-President

SHARANJEET
PATHANKOT, MARCH 18

Pankaj Mahajan ‘Billuw’, pres-
ident of the Paint, Hardware,
Iron and Sanitary Associa-
tion, was honoured by
Pathankot Vyapar Mandal
president Maninder Singh
‘Lucky’ and chairman Anil
Mahajan for his services to-
wards the trading communi-
ty.Inrecognition of his contri-
bution and active role in safe-
guarding traders’ interests,
Mahajan has been elevated as
Senior Vice-President in the
Vyapar Mandal’s cabinet. On

the occasion, Amit Mahajan
‘Ashu’ and Ashok Gupta were
also entrusted with the re-
sponsibility of secretaries.
President Maninder Singh
‘Lucky’ said the Vyapar Man-
dal has always been commit-
ted toresolving traders’ issues
and will continue to work for
their rights.

He added that the new ap-
pointments would further
strengthen the organisa-
tion.Thanking the leadership
for the honour, Pankaj Maha-
jan ‘Billu’ said he would con-
tinue to work with dedication
for the welfare of traders.

Students of Miri Piri Khalsa College organize
hiking and trekking camp

BALWINDER AZAD
BHADOUR, MARCH 18

Miri Piri Khalsa College, rec-
ognized by Punjabi University
Patiala and All India Council
for Technical Education (New
Delhi), is a renowned institu-
tion in the area.

This institution is working
under the Shragurdwara Man-
agement Committee and vari-
ous activities are organized
here for the development of the
students along with their stud-
ies. In this series, the Youth
Services Department, Chandi-
garh, Punjab organized Hiking
and Trekking Camps for boys
and girls. The boys' camp was
organized from 5 to 9 March
2026 at Pallanpur, Mohali and
the girls' camp was organized
from 8 to 12 March 2026 at
Harike Pattan. 12 boys and 10
girls participated in these
camps. Principal S. Under the

able guidance of Malvinder
Singh and Assistant Director of
Youth Services Department
Shri Arun Kumar, the students
were sent to the camp where
they participated in trekking

and other activities. In the
camp, while the boys were
made to trek Siswan Dam,
Mirzapur and Bamboo Trail
and other sports were also or-
ganized including valley cross-
ing, wall climbing and other
risky activities, the girls were

made to visit the Interpretation
Center, Sutlej Beas confluence,
and Bird Sanctuary. On their
return, the Program Officer of
the Red Ribbon Club Dr. Van-
dana Sukhija and Madam
Bhinderjit Kaur welcomed
them and congratulated them
for successfully organizing the
camp. On this occasion, Princi-
pal Malvinder Singh said that
such activities are very impor-
tant for the all-round develop-
ment of the students.

Surjit Singh Rakhra leads massive
protest in front of DC's office

TAPINDER SINGH
PATIALA, MARCH 18

A massive protest was held in
front of Deputy Commissioner's
Office Patiala today under the
leadership of former Cabinet
Minister Surjit Singh Rakhra in
support of Samana Tower Mor-
cha of Patiala district, during
which the demand for the im-
mediate implementation of the
'Sarab Dharam Granth Anti-
Sacrilege Act' was strongly
raised. A large number of Sadh
Sangat and people from different
constituencies supported this
protestand turned it intoamajor
massmovement. Addressing the
protest, Surjit Singh Rakhra said

that the present government,
which had promised strict action
regarding sacrilege cases during
the elections, has proven to be a
complete failure during its four-
year tenure. He said that no se-
riousness was shown regarding
this important law during the
budget session as well. Referring
to the struggle of Bhai Gurjit
Singh Khalsa, he said that he is
steadfast on his faith due to the
grace of the Guru. On this occa-
sion, Shiromani Akali Dal
(Punar Surjit) President and for-
mer Jathedar Giani Harpreet
Singh while addressing the Sadh
Sangat said that sacrilege of reli-
gious scriptures is happening in
the state.

Children at Green Field Convent School told
about importance of newspapers

BALWINDER AZAD
BARNALA, MARCH 18

While making the children at
Green Field Convent (Senior
Secondary) School Dangarh
aware about the importance
of newspapers, Assistant Co-
ordinator Novelpreet high-
lighted that reading newspa-
pers is very important in our
lives. It keeps us connected
with new events and infor-
mation every day.

By reading newspapers,
we get information about the
latest news. Due to which we
keep updated about the
events happening in the
country and abroad. And in-
crease our knowledge im-
mensely like getting informa-
tion about politics, sports, sci-
ence, education etc. Madam
told the children that by read-
ing newspapers, our lan-
guage, reading and writing
skills improve. Apart from

PGSC Chairman assures Punjab roads
will be free of Gau dhan

SUMER GARG
SANGRUR, MAR 18

Chairman of the Punjab Gau
Sewa Commission (PGSC),
Ashok Kumar Lakha, and
Vice Chairman Kimti Bhagat
today asserted that not a sin-
gle Gau dhan will be seen on
Punjab’s roads, reaffirming
the Commission’s commit-
ment to proper care and pro-
tection of cattle. While chair-
ing a meeting with managers
of gaushalas and district ad-
ministration officials at the
district administrative com-
plex here today, they said
such interactions are being
regularly held to strengthen
coordination for better man-
agement of cattle.

The duo informed that
they recently visited the Gov-
ernment Cattle Pond Gausha-
la at village Jhaneri and is-
sued directions to resolve is-

sues related to the admission
of cattle. They assured that
the facility will now function
smoothly without any hin-

drance in accommodating
Gau dhan.

They also directed Execu-
tive Officers of Municipal
Councils to ensure that stray
cattle from urban areas are
shifted to the Jhaneri gausha-
la, warning that negligence in
this regard will not be tolerat-
ed. Emphasising the impor-

tance of cattle welfare, they
said all efforts are being made
to provide proper shelter and
care to stray animals and to
prevent loss of human lives
due to road accidents.

The officials were further
instructed to ensure effective
utilisation of funds collected
under the cow cess for the
smooth  functioning  of
gaushalas. Directions were
also issued to carry out timely
vaccination of cattle.

this, Madam made the stu-
dents aware that by reading
articles and editorials in
newspapers, we can under-
stand different ideas and
strengthen our thinking.
After this, the children
were told how news is pub-
lished in newspapers, how
people's problems can be
brought to the fore in the
form of news, how political,
social, religious issues etc. are
raised, information was
shared openly on various top-
ics. On this occasion, Chair-
man S. Sukhminder Singh

Gill said that reading news-
papers is very important for
us. Because through newspa-
pers we get such basic infor-
mation about the country
and the world, which greatly
increases our general knowl-
edge today, while also help-
ing us in building our career.
Apart from news, we should
also read articles and essays
in newspapers. Which cre-
ates interest in connecting
with literature and reading.
On this occasion, Principal
Preet Kamal Sharma, Vice
Principal Jasvir Kaur etc.

SSP Khanna chairs crime review meeting;
directs zero tolerance against drug traffickers

and anti-social elements

DORAHA (AMRISH ANAND): Dr Darpan Kaur Ahluwalia,
Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP), Khanna, chaired a com-
prehensive crime review meeting with senior police officials,
including Gazetted Officers (GOs) and Station House Officers

(SHOs), to assess the
prevailing law and or-
der situation in the dis-
trict and to strategize
effective policing meas-
ures.During the meet-
ing, the SSP issued
strict directives to
adopt a zero-tolerance
policy against drug
traffickers and anti-so-

cial elements.

Emphasising the need for firm and proactive policing, she
instructed all officers to intensify efforts to curb illegal activi-
ties and ensure strict legal action against offenders.She
stressed that maintaining law and order remains the top pri-
ority and called for enhanced vigilance, coordination, and ac-
countability at all levels of the police force. The SSP further
underlined the importance of public safety and directed offi-
cers to respond swiftly and effectively to any criminal activi-
ty.In order to ensure efficient policing, clear instructions were
also issued for the prompt disposal of pending cases.
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HAMIRPUR: In Hamirpur district, a shocking
incident was reported from Maudaha police station
area where a woman’s body was found lying in a
field in Ramna village early in the moming on
Wednesday. Local residents who were passing by
noticed the body and were horrified to see that the
woman was completely naked. The scene was
further disturbing as stray dogs had partially
mutilated the bodly. Initially, villagers tried to identify

Woman's mutilated body found in field in Hamirpur

the woman, but her identity remains unknown.

Someone informed the police, who arrived at the
scene along with a forensic team. The body was
taken into custody and sent for postmortem. Police
estimate the woman to be around 35 years old,
though confirmation is pending. Prima facie, there
are suspicions that she may have been gang-raped
and murdered. However, officials stated that the
exact cause of death will only be confirmed after the
postmortem report.

Special arrangements
for Chaitra Navratra Fair
at Chintpurni Temple

KISHORI LAL BAINS

UNA: Special arrangements will
remain in force at Mata Shri
Chintpurni Temple during the
Chaitra Navratra fair from March
19 to March 27 to ensure
convenience of devotees and
maintain law and order. District
Magistrate Jatin Lal has issued
orders under Section 163 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS) in this regard.
According to the orders, no
person will be allowed to carry
weapons during the fair except
security personnel deployed on
duty. To control noise pollution,
the use of loudspeakers will be
strictly prohibited for everyone
except the temple trust. The
District Magistrate said that
bringing brass bands, drums,
long chimtas and similar items
will also be completely banned
during the fair. If anyone brings
such items, they will have to
deposit them at the police
barriers set up on the route.

Dharamshala Municipal Gorporation
presents annual |ll|[|!]ﬂt of Rs. 1odcr

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, MAR 18

The annual budget for the
Dharamshala Municipal

Corporation for the year 2026-27
was presented on Wednesday by
the MC Mayor, Neenu Sharma.
The total budget for this financial
year, 2026-27, has been set at Rs.
159.85 crore. In the previous year
(2025-26), this budget stood at Rs.
141 crore. Meanwhile, the
remaining 15 percent of the
property survey work is scheduled
to be completed by March 31;
subsequently, from April onwards,
the collection of pending house
taxes—accumulated since March
2020—will commence. Special
provisions,including the granting

of exemptions for newly merged
areas, will be finalized following a
meeting of the Finance Committee.
Tax collection will be carried out in
accordance with these established
guidelines.  Furthermore, the

Municipal Corporation intends to
make special efforts to boost its
revenue; while the corporation
generated Rs. 3 crore in additional
income last year, a growth of Rs.
10 crore is projected for the current

year, 2026-27. Regarding house tax
collection, 85 percent of the work
has already been completed. A new
house tax system is set to be
implemented across the entire city
starting from this financial year.
Dharamshala Municipal
Corporation Mayor Neenu Sharma
stated that the corporation's
revenue is expected to increase
through the determination of rental
rates for the leasing and licensing
of municipal properties. Plans
have also been formulated to
enhance revenue generated from
parking facilities. A proposal
seeking Rs. 200 crore for the
establishment of a sewerage system
in newly incorporated areas will be
submitted to the  Central
Government.

Vice Chancellors of HPU and Nauni
University call on Governor

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, MAR 18

Vice Chancellor of Himachal
Pradesh University Prof. Mahavir
Singh and Vice Chancellor of Dr.
Yashwant Singh Parmar University
of Horticulture and Forestry, Nauni
Prof. Rajeshwar Singh Chandel
called on Governor Kavinder
Gupta at Lok Bhawan here today.
During the courtesy call, both
the Vice Chancellors apprised the
Governor about various
academic, research and
developmental activities being
undertaken in their respective
universities. They also briefed
him on ongoing initiatives aimed
at strengthening higher education
and promoting innovation and
skill-based  learning among
students. The Governor held a
detailed discussion on improving
the quality of education in higher
educational institutions and
emphasized the need to align
academic programmes  with

emerging global standards. He
underlined the importance of
holistic development of youth,
including value-based education,
skill enhancement and research-
oriented learning. Gupta stressed
that universities play a crucial
role in shaping the future of the
nation and should focus on
nurturing responsible, skilled and
socially aware citizens. He also
encouraged adopting innovative
practices and  contributing
towards the overall development
of the State. In a separate
meeting, Special Envoy to the
UAE and India Ms. Kanika
Chaudhary, called on the
Governor here today.

Kangra Valley railway among India’s historically

Route chart issued for doorstep

significant rail lines: Anurag Thakur

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, MAR 18

Former Union Minister and
Member of Parliament from
the Hamirpur parliamentary
constituency, Anurag Thakur,
raised a significant query in
Parliament regarding the
Chakki  River  railway
bridge—an issue of vital
importance to the people of
Himachal Pradesh and the
Kangra Valley region. In
response, the Ministry of
Railways informed the House
that the reconstruction work
on the critical Chakki Khad
Bridge No. 32—which was
washed away during heavy
rains on August 20, 2022—
has been fully completed.
Consequently, the track has
now been declared fit for train
operations across the entire
section  stretching  from
Pathankot to  Joginder
Nagar.Former Union Cabinet
Minister and Hamirpur MP
Anurag Thakur has been
making persistent efforts to
ensure the restoration of this

rail

vital
continuous dialogue with the
General Manager of Northern
Railway and the Divisional
Railway Manager of the
Jammu Division regarding

link. Through

this  matter, he  has
successfully  spearheaded
meaningful efforts toward the
reconstruction of the Chakki
Bridge and the full restoration
of train services on the
Kangra Valley Railway line.
His persistent advocacy on
behalf of the people of the
region played a pivotal role in
keeping this project on the
Railways' priority list and
ensuring the timely

completion of the restoration
works. The Kangra Valley
Railway stands as one of
India's most picturesque and
historically significant rail
lines; winding through the
Dhauladhar mountain range,
it traverses lush green
valleys, terraced fields, dense
pine forests, and ancient
temples nestled in the
foothills of the Himalayas. In
response to Anurag Thakur's
query, the Ministry of
Railways further informed
Parliament that UNESCO
has included the Kangra
Valley Railway in its
‘Tentative Heritage List' as an
extension of the 'Mountain
Railways of India’ World
Heritage Site. With this
inclusion, the Kangra Valley
Railway line has joined the
prestigious league of the
Darjeeling Himalayan
Railway, the Kalka-Shimla
Railway, and the Nilgiri
Mountain Railway. Inclusion
in the Tentative List marks
the first formal step toward a
full UNESCO nomination.

“The Pen must capture the pulse of its own
time”: Sahitya Akademi awardee Nilotpal Mrinal
inspires people at Nalwarl Literature Festival

AJAY KUMAR UPADHYAY
BILASPUR, MAR 18

In a powerful and thought-
provoking address, renowned
young author and Sahitya
Akademi Award winner
Nilotpal Mrinal captivated
audiences at the Literature
Festival organised during the
state-level Nalwari Fair,
asserting that contemporary
history cannot be written
through the lens of the past.
Visiting Bilaspur for the first
time, he described his arrival
as a deeply meaningful
moment, calling the land
culturally rich and inspiring.

Emphasizing the
evolving nature of
storytelling, Mrinal stated
that every era carries its own
distinct  narrative, and
literature must stand the test
of time by truthfully
reflecting present realities.
“We are documenting the
living history of our times,”
he remarked, underlining that

the true strength of the pen
lies in its ability to portray
contemporary society with

honesty and depth.
Reflecting on his personal
journey, he spoke about his
active role in the UPSC
aspirants’ movement, which
led to a significant increase
in the number of attempts
allowed, showcasing
literature’s connection with
real-life struggles. Referring
to his widely discussed work
Vishwa Guru, he described it
as a mirror of modern India,
while expressing concern
that the influence of the pen

has diminished in today’s age
and must be revived.
Highlighting India’s
democratic strength, he noted
that voices like Sonam
Wangchuk continue to thrive
due to the nation’s liberal
values. Calling for optimism,
Mrinal dismissed pessimistic
narratives and urged young
writers to embrace truth with
courage. He concluded with a
stirring message: literature is
not mere entertainment, but a
powerful reflection of society
that demands integrity,
responsibility, and fearless
expression.

LPG supply in Una district

KISHORI LAL BAINS

UNA: District Magistrate Jatin Lal has issued a detailed route
chart for all LPG gas agencies in Una to ensure smooth and
timely supply of domestic gas cylinders at focal points as well
as door-to-door delivery across the district. The directions have
been issued in compliance with instructions of the Himachal
Pradesh Food, Civil Supplies and Consumer Affairs
Department, with the aim of preventing inconvenience to
consumers and discouraging any misleading rumours
regarding gas supply. The DC directed all gas agencies and
distributors to strictly adhere to their designated route charts.
He also instructed that all delivery vehicles must be equipped
with public announcement systems (loudspeakers) to inform
residents about gas distribution in their respective areas. He
said that in case of any disruption in supply from bottling
plants or inability to follow the route chart due to
administrative reasons, the concerned gram panchayat and
food inspector must be informed in advance. Distributors have
also been instructed to carry weighing machines and gas
leakage detectors in their vehicles and ensure issuance of
proper cash memos to consumers. Jatin Lal warned that any
violation of the route chart would be taken seriously and action
would be initiated as per law. He added that distributors must
comply with all directions issued by the administration from
time to time. The route chart specifies day-wise supply
schedules for various gas agencies, including Kamal Gas
Agency Una, Bangana Gas Agency, Shaheed Sunil Gas
Service Gagret, Panjawar Gas Service, Sugam Gas Service
Rakkar Colony, Himachal Pradesh State Civil Supplies
Corporation (Amb and Mehatpur units), Deepak Gas Service
Santoshgarh, Aryan Indian Gramin Vitrak Baduhi, Indian Gas
Service Mata Shri Chintpurni, Bharat Gas Service Chintpurni
and Bharat Gas Service Baba Badbhag Singh.

Youth goes missing under mysterious
circumstances in Amb, famlly worried

AVINASH CHAUHAN

AMB: A young man, resident of the
village of Anadoura Upper, under the
jurisdiction of the Amb police station, has
mysterious
identified as

gone missing under
circumstances. The man,
Mandeep Singh alias Deepu,

Sukhdev Singh, has not returned home
since around 10 pm on March 16th. The

police have been informed

son of

of the

incident, but no clues have been found yet. According to reports,
Mandeep Singh had gone with some friends to eat at a yard near
the new bridge being constructed over the Swan River on the
Amb-Gagret Road. He was reportedly last seen there around 10
pm on March 16th. He then suddenly disappeared. According to
the family, Mandeep's friends left the motorcycle he was riding
some distance from home, but they could not provide any
satisfactory information about him. The young man's sudden
disappearance has left the family in deep shock. The family has
also raised questions about the police's actions. They say that if
the police had conducted a serious investigation, they would
have certainly found some clues by now. The family has
appealed to the general public that if anyone gets any
information about Mandeep Singh, then immediately inform the
Amb police, so that the young man can be handed over to his
family as soon as possible. DSP Amb Anil Patial said that the
police are investigating the matter but have not yet found any
clues. Three police teams have been formed and are
investigating at different locations.

DC Jatin Lal reviews development works in
Haroli, stresses quality and timely completion

KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA, MAR 18

Deputy Commissioner Jatin
Lal inspected various ongoing
and proposed development
projects in the Haroli Vidhan
Sabha  constituency  on
Wednesday to review progress
and accelerate execution.
During the visit, he issued
necessary  directions to
officials, emphasising quality
and adherence to timelines.
The DC visited multiple
project sites, including the
under-construction traffic park
in Roda, Haroli College
campus, an indoor stadium in
the Khadd area, the Jal Shakti
Department rest house, the
proposed ropeway project at
Pandoga and the Pandoga-
Tyuri  bridge site. He
conducted a detailed review of
each project and stressed the
importance of maintaining

construction standards. Jatin
Lal directed officials to
strictly follow prescribed
norms in all development
works and ensure completion

within the stipulated
timeframe.

He warned that any
negligence or delay in

execution would not be
tolerated. He said these
projects are crucial for the
overall development of the

region and will significantly
improve infrastructure and
public facilities, benefiting
local residents directly once
completed. The DC added that
the district administration is
closely monitoring all projects
as per the directions of Deputy

Chief ~ Minister ~ Mukesh
Agnihotri, with the aim of
ensuring that government

schemes reach the public
efficiently and without delay.

Census data forms the foundation
of policy- makmg DC Jatin LaI

KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA, MAR 18

Deputy Commissioner Jatin
Lal said that census data forms
the foundation for government
policies and development
plans, enabling authorities to
design effective  welfare
measures for the public. He
was addressing trainees during
a programme organised for the
smooth conduct of Census
2027. He said the training
aims to familiarise employees
with  modern techniques,
digital tools and census
procedures so that the exercise
can be carried out smoothly
and without errors. Urging
trainees to perform their duties
with sincerity, honesty and
vigilance, he emphasised the
importance  of recording
accurate data for every
individual and household in

the field. The DC described
the census as not just an
administrative exercise but an
opportunity to contribute to
nation-building. He called
upon officials and staff to
work with a team spirit and
ensure timely execution of
tasks with proper public
interaction during fieldwork.
On the concluding day of
the training, a practical session
was held at the computer lab
of the Degree College, Una,
where participants were given
hands-on training in various
census-related processes.

Officials demonstrated the use
of mobile applications and the
Census Management and
Monitoring System, including
exercises on map creation,
area demarcation and house
listing. Participants were also
trained in conducting door-to-
door surveys, data collection,
digital data entry through
mobile devices and ensuring
accuracy in information
gathering. Officials
highlighted the importance of
being prepared to handle
field-level challenges
effectively.

Shimla students witness Assembly proceedings,
Speaker explains legislative process

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, MAR 18

Students  from  Chapslee
School, Lakkar Bazar, and
Sambhota  Tibetan  Senior
Secondary School, Shimla,
visited the Himachal Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha to witness the
proceedings of the budget
session’s second phase on
Wednesday. Before entering the
House, the students interacted
with  Assembly  Speaker
Kuldeep  Singh  Pathania
outside the Council Chamber.
During the interaction, the
students sought to understand
the  functioning of the
Assembly, its role, structure
and the significance of the
Speaker’s position. Responding
to their queries, Pathania
explained that the Legislative
Assembly is the law-making
body of a state, comprising
elected representatives from
different constituencies. He
said that just as schools have

different classes, states have
various constituencies, each
represented by an MLA, and

together they form the
Assembly. He elaborated that
the primary role of the
Assembly is to make laws for
the welfare of the people. He
explained that the party with
the majority of MLAs forms
the government, headed by the
Chief Minister. MLAs raise
public issues in the House and
the government is accountable
to respond. He also explained
the concept of the budget,
stating that the government
presents its annual financial
plan, which is debated and
passed by the Assembly. The

Speaker further said that he
presides over the proceedings
and ensures smooth
functioning of the House,
similar to how a principal
conducts a school assembly. He
also highlighted the role of the
opposition in holding the
government accountable and
raising the voice of the people.
He added that debates are held
on various issues and laws are
passed through voting by
members.  Describing  the
Assembly as a vital pillar of
democracy, Pathania said it

provides citizens an
opportunity to participate in
governance through their

elected representatives.

137th Nalwari Fair begins in grandeur as Minister
Rajesh Dharmani leads historic openmg ceremony

AJAY KUMAR UPADHYAY
BILASPUR, MAR 18

The 137th State-Level Nalwari
Fair commenced with great
enthusiasm and tradition at
Luhnu Ground, as Technical
Education Minister Rajesh
Dharmani inaugurated the
iconic festival by performing
the age-old ritual of planting
the ceremonial peg and leading
a vibrant procession from the
Lakshmi Narayan Temple.
Addressing the gathering in the
local Kahluri dialect, the
Minister described Nalwari
Fair as a living symbol of
Bilaspur’s  rich  heritage,
carrying forward a legacy of
over a century. From its origins
in 1889 at Sandu Ground to its
present grandeur, the fair
continues to strengthen cultural

roots, rural economy, and
traditional livelihoods.
Highlighting  development
initiatives, Dharmani
announced support measures

[ T |

for farmers, including MSP of
Rs. 51 for cow milk and Rs. 61
for buffalo milk, along with
incentives for natural farming.

He also emphasized
improvements in education and
healthcare, including CBSE
affiliation for 151 schools
statewide and deployment of
specialist doctors in civil
hospitals. This year’s fair
promises a vibrant blend of

Maha Aarti,” Kahloor Festival
from March 18, a literary
festival on March 19, and talent
platforms like “Voice of
Bilaspur” and “Miss Bilaspur
2026.” Cultural performances,
folk music, and traditional
dances will add to the festive
spirit. Deputy Commissioner
Rahul Kumar noted that the fair
is not just a cultural celebration
but also a significant boost for

Sanjeev Goel honoured ahead of
retirement at Palampur LIC Branch

KISHORI LAL BAINS

PALAMPUR: Senior Development Officer Sanjeev Goel
was honoured by the Development Officers” Association of
the National Federation of Insurance Field Workers of India
(NFIFWI) at the LIC Palampur branch on Tuesday. All
Development Officers of the branch attended the dignified
and emotional function organised ahead of his retirement on
March 31. On the occasion, speakers appreciated his long
and distinguished service and described him as a disciplined,
dedicated and inspiring officer who significantly contributed
to the growth of the branch. They said he not only took the
branch business to new heights but also guided and mentored
many agents towards success. Senior Branch Manager Atul
Gupta, Branch Manager Vinod Sharma, Assistant Branch
Manager Sandeep Kumar, Senior Business Associate Manoj
Kanwar, NFIFWI President Sanjeev Daroch and Secretary
Ayush Was, along with Development Officers Nanak Chand

Thakur, Prateek Bassi,

Ravinder Kumar, Vijay Kumar,
Manish Rana and Deepankar

Nishant, and retired

tradition and innovation, local trade, tourism, and Development Officers Rajeshwar Singh Lohia and Sanjay
featuring the grand “Sutlej handicrafts. Arora were present on the occasion.
[ ]
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Prof. Sudhir Mahajan known for education and social service

VERMA

GURDASPUR: Professor
Sudhir Mahajan, known for
his contribution to education
and social service, is
currently guiding students at
Adarsh  Indian  College,
Pathankot. With his rich
experience, he not only
teaches History but also

motivates students to take
part in social and
humanitarian activities. A
well-known personality in
Pathankot  district  and
Sujanpur  town, Prof.
Mahajan remains actively
involved in religious and
social events and is often seen
at the forefront of community

service initiatives. Living a
simple life, he believes in
sharing the pain of others and
considers social service the
highest duty. He gives special

attention to helping
economically weaker
students so that they can
continue their education

without difficulty.

Healthcare now at
your doorstep: Free
medical camp
organised in Lalahdi

AVINASH CHAUHAN

AMB: With the aim of providing
healthcare services to rural
areas, the MP Mobile Health
Service team organized a
successful health check-up camp
in Lalhari village. The camp was
organized under the guidance
and efforts of MP Anurag Thakur,
and with the support of ASHA
workers and Anganwadi workers,
ensuring maximum participation
of villagers. The camp provided
villagers with free health
checkups, medicines, and
specialist consultations.
Outpatient services were
conducted for 75 patients and 33
different tests were performed,
providing accurate information
about their health. Dr. Pradeep
Ruchi Manish of the MP Mobile
Health Services team examined
patients on the spot and provided
them with appropriate treatment
and necessary guidance.

Caretaker hired to
serve elderly woman
stole 19 tolas of gold

ornaments and cash

KULDEEP SOOD

BARNALA: The caretaker hired to
take care of an elderly woman in a
house near the city's main bus
stand took the opportunity to steal
gold ornaments and cash worth
lakhs of rupees from the house.
The police have registered a case
against the caretaker and started
searching for him. According to
the statements recorded at the
local police station City-1, the
complainant Praveen Garg son
of Surinder Pal Garg said that on
March 15, he had gone to listen
to a satsang organized in the city
along with his entire family. In the
house, his elderly mother was
lying in a room, who could not
see from her eyes and was a
diabetic patient and was walking
on the bed due to bad toes. For
whom a caretaker had been
arranged, they stated that when
the family returned home from
the satsang, their senses were
blown away.

Double-engine govt set new model of security,

ievelopment in 9 years: GM Youi

'Aapda Mitra' serve as crucial
link in delivering first-response

aid during disasters: DC Meena

AGENCY
LUCKNOW, MAR 18

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Wednesday launched the book
‘Nav Nirman Ke 9 Varsh' at an
event held at Lok Bhavan,
marking the completion of 9 years
of unprecedented development
and sustained prosperity in Uttar
Pradesh. Addressing the gathering,
he said, "The transformation
witnessed in the state over the past
9 years under the guidance and
visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is the
result of the policies of the double-
engine government, the tireless
efforts of party workers, the
service-oriented approach of
public representatives, and the
support of the people.”

The Chief Minister
congratulated the people of the
state for these achievements,
stating that this transformation
reflects the collective strength of

il

Minister said, "To understand this
9-year journey, it is important to
know the condition of the state
before 2017. Uttar Pradesh,
despite its immense potential, was
facing an identity crisis. Despite
having some of the most fertile
land and abundant water resources
in the world, farmers were driven
to distress. Artisans, known for
their skills, were forced to migrate

entrepreneurs. Youth faced a crisis
of identity and employment, while
recruitment  processes  were
affected by corruption and
malpractice.” He added, "The law
and order situation was such that
neither women, nor traders, nor
common citizens felt safe. There

without direction."

CM Yogi said, "Today the
situation has completely changed.
Over the past 9 years, the double-
engine government has worked
extensively on security,
infrastructure, investment,
employment, farmer welfare,
women  empowerment, and
upliftment of the underprivileged.
Welfare schemes have ensured
that benefits reach Dalits, the
underprivileged, and those at the
last mile. Significant progress has
been made in governance by
improving education, healthcare,
environment, and service sectors."

He added, "At the same time,
continuous efforts have been made
to preserve and promote the state’s
faith, culture, and traditions,
giving Uttar Pradesh a renewed
identity at the national and global
level."The Chief Minister said that

HANS RAJ YADAV
KURUKSHETRA, MAR 18

Deputy Commissioner Vishram
Kumar Meena stated that during
times of disaster, it is the 'Aapda
Mitras' who will be the first to reach
out and provide assistance to the
people. Consequently, the 'Aapda
Mitras' are being viewed as a pivotal
link in the disaster response chain.
\olunteers are currently undergoing
training to equip them to provide aid
in such situations. All participants
will also be imparted practical
knowledge. In accordance with the
directives of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the national level
and Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini at the state level, the 'Aapda

region. The DC was speaking on
Wednesday at the 7-day training
camp organised under the "Yuva
Aapda Mitra' scheme. The camp
was conducted by the District
Disaster Management Authority—
in compliance with the directives

of the National Disaster
Management Authority—at the
Government Model  Sanskriti
Senior Secondary School, located
near Gate No. 2 of Kurukshetra
University.  Earlier,  Deputy
Commissioner Vishram Kumar
Meena,  Additional  Deputy
Commissioner ~ Vivek  Arya,
District Revenue Officer Chetna
Chaudhary, and District Education
Officer Vinod Kaushik formally
inaugurated the training camp by

25 crore citizens.

The Chief

as laborers instead of becoming

was no clear vision for to take these achievements to the
development, leading to people, a 9-day program based on
frustration among the youth, who 9 themes is being organized,
either migrated or struggled starting from Chaitra Navratri.

Mitras' are being trained across the

lighting the ceremonial lamp.

The Cultural Council organises Dr Padam Singh Sharma
Kamlesh memorial poetry competition at DAV Girls College  multi-speciality health camp in Delhi

RAHUL KOHLI

YAMUNANAGAR, MAR 18
The  Cultural ~ Council
organized the Dr.Padam
Singh  Sharma Kamlesh
Memorial Poetry

Competition at DAV Girls
College courtesy of the
Department of Youth and

Culture, Kurukshetra
University.  Dr.  Vivek
Chawla, Director of the

Department of Youth and
Culture, was the chief guest.

Supervisor HarvinderRana
and the former Vice
Chancellor's 0OSD, Ravi

Thapa, were the special
guests. Acting Principal Dr.
Surinder Kaur, Program
Coordinator  Dr.  Neeta
Dwivedi and Co-ordinator
Gursharan  Kaur jointly
presided over the event.

Students  from  various
educational institutions,
including DAV  Girls

College, Guru Nanak Khalsa

College, MLN College,
Hindu Girls  College,
Maharaja Agrasen College
and Gurjar Kanya Gurukul

Mahavidyalaya,
enthusiastically participated
in the competition,

showcasing their creativity
and talent. In his address, Dr.
Vivek Chawla emphasized
the importance of regular
practice in poetry writing. He
encouraged students to write
regularly to achieve
excellence in the field of
literature. He also
emphasized that participating
in extracurricular activities

alongside studies contributed
to students' development.
Education is not just about
acquiring bookish knowledge
or a degree, but also about
all-round development. Dr.
Surinder Kaur said that such
competitions played an
important role in developing
students' personalities and
honing their expressive
abilities. Dr. Neeta Dwivedi
said that such events inspired
students to express
themselves creatively. Such
platform boosts students'
confidence and brings their
talents to the fore.

Over 500 patients examined at free

DAULAT CHAUHAN

NEW DELHI: A free multi-
speciality health check-up camp
was organised at Rajiv Gandhi
Bhawan by Om  Help
Foundation in collaboration with
the Airport Authority of India’s
welfare organisation
Kalyanmayi, where around 500

Fake NCERT books racket busted in
Samalkha, press reopened on court orders

patients were examined. The camp saw participation from a team of
specialist doctors from Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, including senior
cardiologist Dr Kavita Tyagi, gastroenterologist Dr Naresh Bansal,
gynaecologists Dr Kokil Bhardwaj and Dr Shraddha Srivastava, and
Dr Rohan Arora, among others. Eye specialists from Vision Eye
Centre conducted vision screenings, while Dr Ishita Bhargava and her
team from Kalov Dental Clinic carried out dental check-ups. Dr
Manisha from Fit Natural organisation conducted BMI tests and
advised patients on healthy lifestyles. During the camp, essential tests
such as blood pressure, sugar levels, ECG, lipid profile, BMIl and CBC
were conducted free of cost. Dr Kokil Bhardwaj also created
awareness about women’s health issues, including breast and cervical
cancer prevention. Dr Kavita Tyagi and other specialists highlighted
the importance of heart health and shared preventive tips with
attendees to reduce the risk of cardiovascular diseases. Several
dignitaries, including Kalyanmayi All India President Shikha Rani,
Vice-President Subanandani, Reena Malhotra, General Secretary
Maya Lakhwani, Secretary Simmi Narula, Chief Coordinator Ritu
Malhotra, Om Help Foundation Chairman Bachchan Singh Rana,
Ashok Sisodia and Saurabh Singh, were present on the occasion.

RAKESH BHAYANA

SAMALKHA/PANIPAT: A major development has surfaced
in the fake NCERT books printing case in Samalkha, Haryana,
after Khatauli police from Muzaffarnagar reopened a previously
sealed printing press on court orders and conducted a fresh
inspection. During the operation, police recovered a large
quantity of machinery, paper and counterfeit NCERT textbooks.
Sub-Inspector Mukesh Kumar of Khatauli police station said
that a case (Crime No. 214/25) had earlier been registered under
the Copyright Act. Acting on court directions, the seal of the
premises was broken and a re-inspection was carried out, during
which fake books and printing material were recovered from the
warehouse. Police revealed that the illegal printing work was
being carried out in Samalkha, while the warehouse used for
storage was located in Bhainsi village of Khatauli in Uttar
Pradesh. The case dates back to June 3, 2025, when a raid was
conducted at an illegal printing press in the HSIIDC area near
GT Road in Samalkha. Fake NCERT textbooks printed there
were allegedly being supplied to several states including Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, Rajasthan and Haryana.

DTP team removes illegal dhaba in Raogarh of
Revenue Estate Thanesar: Vishram Kumar Meena

HANS RAJ YADAV
KURUKSHETRA, MAR 18

Deputy Commissioner
Vishram Kumar Meena said
that demolition action was
carried out with the help of the
district administration in the
illegal Dhaba construction
constructed in Raogarh of
Revenue Estate Thanesar.
Under the leadership of the
Duty Magistrate, the DTP
team along with the police
force demolished the illegal
Dhaba construction
constructed on about 0.25
acres in Raogarh of Revenue
Estate Thanesar with the
yellow paw. Under this, the
walls, shed and banner board
of the Dhaba were removed by
the team. He said that
according to the report of DTO
Naveen Kumar, a case of
illegal dhaba construction in
Raogarh of Revenue Estate
Thanesar had come to light.
After which the department

had issued notices to
landowners and property
dealers under sections of the
HDR Act 1975, ordering them

to obtain necessary
permission. However, the
landowners and property

dealers neither stopped the
construction being carried out
in the illegal colonies nor
obtained permission from the
department. Taking action on
this, the District Town Planner
Department has demolished
the construction in these illegal
colonies. He warned people
not to buy plots or undertake
any construction work, lured

by property dealers offering

cheap plots. Furthermore,
before purchasing land, they
should obtain information
about the legality and illegality
of the colony from the District
Magistrate's ~ Office.  All
Tehsildars and  Deputy
Tehsildars should also follow
government-issued
instructions before registering
a land plot. Anyone purchasing
a plot in an illegal colony will
face action by the District
Magistrate's  Office, with
penalties of up to 50,000
rupees and a three-year
sentence.

Arya College students excel at
State Youth Red Cross camp

RAKESH BHAYANA
PANIPAT, MAR 18

Students of Arya College,
Panipat, brought laurels to the
institution with an impressive
performance at the five-day
State-Level Youth and Red
Cross  Training  Camp
organised by Kurukshetra
University’s Youth and Red
Cross Unit. The camp was
held from March 11 to 15,
2026, at Rajasthan College of
Agriculture, Udaipur.

More than ten students
from the college participated
in the camp and displayed
their talent in  various
competitions, winning several
trophies and medals. On their
return on  Wednesday,
Principal Prof. (Dr.) Jagdish
Gupta warmly welcomed the
students and congratulated
them on their achievement,
wishing them success in the

student, won a consolation

appreciated Youth Red Cross
Unit In-charge Dr. Vijay
Singh and his team for the
accomplishment. He said
such camps provide students

prize in the dance
competition. Six students
were also awarded medals for
being outstanding volunteers
during the camp. The students

with valuable opportunitiesto  participated ~ under  the
showcase their abilities and guidance of Psychology
gain  practical exposure faculty member Khushboo
through different activities. Verma.  Principal  Prof.
Puneet Kiradiya, a second- Jagdish Gupta said that

year student of the Mass
Communication Department,
secured second position in the
speech competition, while
Monty, a second-year B.A.

participation in such camps
helps students gain
knowledge, develop
confidence and understand
different cultures.

DC Office employees go on
pen-down strike in Ferozepur

TAPINDER SINGH
FEROZEPUR: Office work at the Deputy Commissioner’s
office in Ferozepur came to a complete standstill on
Wednesday as employees observed a pen-off strike in protest
against the arrest of Punjab State District DC Office
Employees Union state president Tajinder Singh Nangal. The
protest was organised by the DC Office Employees Union,
Ferozepur, along with staff from the SDM and tehsil offices
across the district. Employees also raised objections over
what they termed the desecration of religious symbols during
the arrest. Addressing the media, District President Sandeep
Singh Deol and General Secretary Gurtej Singh said that
following the decision of the state body of the DC Office
Union, employees have begun a pen-off strike from March
18 to March 20. They stated that the union would not tolerate
any harassment of its members and alleged that leaders
raising their voice for employees’ rights were being arrested
in an inhumane manner to intimidate them. However, they
asserted that such actions would not suppress their struggle
for justice. The union leaders further warned that the
agitation would be intensified if necessary.

HP Assembly budget session second phase begins,
Speaker Pathania presides over proceedings

DINESH AGARWAL

SHIMLA: The second phase of the 11th session of the 14th
Himachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly commenced on
Wednesday, marking the first day of proceedings of the
current budget session. Assembly Speaker Kuldeep Singh
Pathania arrived at the Vidhan Sabha Secretariat to conduct
the House proceedings and was accorded a ceremonial guard
of honour at Gate No. 1. On his arrival at the Secretariat,
Deputy Chief Whip Kewal Singh Pathania welcomed the
Speaker by presenting a bouquet. The second phase of the
session began after a break, and it is part of the fourth budget
session of the present state government. Prior to the
commencement of the proceedings, Chief Minister Thakur
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu paid a courtesy visit to the Speaker.
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Harshvardhan Chauhan and
Rural Development and Panchayati Raj Minister Anirudh
Singh were also present during the meeting.

DBU engages in post-budget webinar 2026
on education and skills development

AJAY MALHOTRA
FATEHGARH SAHIB, MAR 18

The Department of Business
Management and Commerce
at Desh Bhagat University, in
collaboration ~ with  the
Institution’s Innovation
Council (1IC) and IQAC,
actively participated in the
Post-Budget Webinar 2026
organized by the Ministry of
Education. The webinar,
themed “Sabka Sath, Sabka
Vikas - Fulfilling
Aspirations of People,”
focused on Education, Skills
& University Townships and

was addressed by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The

programme witnessed active
participation from faculty
members,  administrators,
and students. Attendees
joined the live session to

understand the key highlights
of the Union Budget related
to the education sector. The
event commenced with a
welcome address by Dr.
Tavneet K. Reen.
Distinguished dignitaries
including Dr. G. S. Batra,
Pro-Vice Chancellor,
Research and Development,
Dr. Buta Singh, Pro-Vice
Chancellor, Research,
Innovation and Consultancy,
Dr. Gurvinder Pal Singh,
Assistant Dean Academics,
Dr. Naveen Thakur, Director
Academics, Dr. Dinesh,

Convinor, DBU, IIC and Dr.
Baldeep Singh, Department
Coordinator, IIC graced the
occasion.

In his address, Dr. G. S.

Batra lauded the
government’s emphasis on
strengthening higher
education through research,
innovation, and skill-based
learning. Dr. Buta Singh
highlighted the potential of
budgetary provisions to
foster startup culture and

Congress stages massive protest against inflation and
gas black marketing with burning an effigy of PM

HANS RAJ YADAV
KURUKSHETRA, MAR 18

Congress workers, led by the
District Congress
Committee, held a protest on
Wednesday against rising
inflation and the alleged
black marketing of LPG
cylinders. The protest began
at the District Congress
office and continued through
the city's main streets,
reaching Agrasen Chowk,
where the workers raised
slogans against the central

government. During the
protest, activists questioned
the central government's

policies, raising slogans like
"Narendra missing from
Parliament, cylinders
missing from homes." A

demonstration, expressing
their displeasure over the
financial burden placed on
ordinary families due to
rising inflation. In this

is constantly rising in the
country, making life difficult
for the poor and middle class.
He alleged that the common
people are facing immense
hardship due to the rising

innovation, encouraging  large number of women and  demonstration, led by District
students to become job  youth activists also  Congress President Meva prices of LPG cylinders and
creators. participated in the  Singh, he stated that inflation  black marketing.
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Fugitive accused
absconding for a year
nabbed

RAHUL KOHLI

YAMUNANAGAR : Police spokesper-
son stated that District Police is current-
ly conducting a special drive to appre-
hend fugitive accused persons and bail
jumpers. Acting under directives of SP
Kamaldeep Goyal in this regard, Pro-
claimed Offender staff team has
achieved another major success. Team
has arrested an accused individual who
had been declared a fugitive by court
nearly a year ago and has produced
him before court for further legal pro-
ceedings. Police spokesperson further
informed that a special team was con-
stituted under leadership of Inspector
Jaghir Singh, In-charge of PO Staff,
comprising ASI Ashwani, Head Consta-
bles Sandeep, Bijender, and Mahavir
and Woman Constable Sonia. Through
a concerted effort and acting on a tip-
off, team successfully arrested fugitive
accused—identified as Umesh Verma
alias Ashu son of Ramesh Kumar, a
resident of Gaushala Colony, Jagadhri
who had been absconding for a year.
Accused Umesh Verma was implicated
in a criminal case and had been de-
clared a fugitive by Court due to his fail-
ure to appear for court hearings. Ac-
cused had been evading police and re-
maining at large for approximately three
years.

Haryana GM urges leaders to rise above
politics, promote natural farming

BUREAU
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 18

Haryana Chief Minister, Sh. Nayab
Singh Saini urged all public representa-
tives to actively promote natural farm-
ing, stressing that certain issues must
rise above partisan politics. He said it is
the collective responsibility of all stake-
holders not only to adopt natural farm-
ing in their own lives but also to encour-
age and educate farmers about its ben-
efits.

The Chief Minister was addressing
aspecial awareness programme on nat-
ural farming organized in the State
Vidhan Sabha on Wednesday. On this
occasion, Gujarat Governor Acharya
Devvrat delivered a lecture highlight-
ing the importance and impact of natu-
ral farming.

Welcoming the Governor, the Chief
Minister described Acharya Devvrat as
a strong source of inspiration for Indi-
an culture, ethical values, and a natural
way of life. He said that Acharya Dev-
vrat has dedicated his life to social ser-
vice, education, and especially to the
promotion of natural farming, actively
reaching out to farmers across the
country.

Highlighting current agricultural

practices, the Chief Minister expressed
concern over the excessive use of pesti-
cides, urea, and chemical fertilizers,
which not only pollute the environment
but also adversely affect human health.

He said that Haryana, being an
agrarian state, stands to benefit signifi-
cantly from the natural farming model,
which offers a sustainable and cost-ef-
fective alternative. Referring to the nat-
ural farming farm developed at Gu-

rukul, Kurukshetra, he said the 180-
acre model, established under the guid-
ance of Acharya Devvrat, serves as a
unique example for farmers. The farm
operates without chemical inputs, rely-
ing solely on traditional organic formu-
lations such as Jeevamrit, Ghanamrit,
and Beejamrit prepared from cow dung
and cow urine, making it a low-cost
farming method.

The Chief Minister further in-
formed that Haryana launched its Nat-
ural Farming Scheme in 2022. A dedi-
cated portal has been developed under
the scheme, through which 19,723 farm-
ers have verified their participation,
covering 31,873 acres of land. More
than 12,000 farmers have already been
trained in natural farming practices.
Additionally, HAMETI, Jind conducted
one-day online training programmes
for all sarpanches in the state.

He added that the scheme also pro-
vides incentives for branding and pack-
aging of natural farming produce. A
subsidy of Rs. 30,000 is offered for the
purchase of indigenous cows. Under
the scheme, financial assistance of Rs.
751akh has been provided to 2,500 farm-
ers for drums, while Rs. 1.30 crore has
been granted for the purchase of 523
indigenous cows.

Suman Saini addresses people in
Jhirbari and Jivrahedi villages

DALBIR SINGH MALIK
KURUKSHETRA, MARCH 18

Suman Saini, Vice Chairperson of the Haryana
State Council for Child Welfare, stated that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has fielded
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini as a candidate
from the rural areas of the Ladwa Assembly con-
stituency to accelerate rural development. The
direct objective behind this move is to foster the
development of the rural sector. Development
initiatives are now being undertaken in villages
on the lines of urban areas. Currently, develop-
ment work is being carried out in every village
and urban locality within the Ladwa Assembly
constituency.

Suman Saini was addressing villagers in
Jhirbari and Jivrahedi villages of the Ladwa
Assembly constituency on Wednesday. Upon her
arrival in Jhirbari village, Vice Chairperson Su-
man Saini was felicitated by the village Sar-
panch, Preeti, who presented her with a floral
bouquet. During the event, Vice Chairperson
Suman Saini also received written grievances
submitted by the villagers. She emphasized that

the government has launched various schemes
catering to every section of society, ensuring
that the benefits of these initiatives reach the
citizens. Specifically for women, the Deen Dayal
Lado Lakshmi Yojana' is currently being imple-
mented. Furthermore, all 24 crops cultivated by
farmers are being procured at the Minimum
Support Price (MSP), and an annual sum of
6,000 is being deposited directly into farmers'
bank accounts under the 'Kisan Samman Nidhi
Yojana'.

She assured the villagers that the demands
they had submitted to her would be fulfilled.
She noted that Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini himself is touring all the villages within
the assembly constituency; while most villag-
es have already been visited, the Chief Min-
ister is scheduled to visit the remaining vil-
lages shortly. Prominent dignitaries present
on this occasion included Mandal President
Amarendra Singh, Mandal President Vikas
Sharma, BL-1 Satbir Mangoli, BL-2 Rajendra
Sharma, Sarpanch Preeti, Sarpanch Repre-
sentative Amit, and Swarn Singh, among
others.

Haryana Congress turmoil deepens after

Organic farming and modern technology key

Youth dies after injection by medical

Rajya Sabha poll, MLAs stage protest

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
CHANDIGARH, MAR 18

Political tensions within the
Haryana Congress escalated
on Wednesday as Sirsa MLA
Gokul Setia and Nangal
Chaudhary MLA Manju
Chaudhary staged a protest
outside the party office in
Sector 9 amid the ongoing
controversy over cross-vot-
ing and invalid votes in the
recent Rajya Sabha election.

The two legislators al-
leged that their names were
being wrongly circulated
among those accused of
cross-voting or whose votes
were cancelled. They de-
manded that the party lead-
ership immediately make
public the names of the con-
cerned MLAS to prevent rep-
utational damage and bring
clarity to the issue.

Leader of Opposition
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
rushed to the spot after

learning about the protest.
He spoke to both MLAs, as-
sured them of support and
personally escorted them
from the protest site, taking
them along to the .

Speaking to the media,
Hooda gave a clean chit to
both MLAs, stating that the
allegations against them
were baseless. He said that
no MLA had acted wrongly
and assured that the names
of those involved in
cross-voting would be re-
vealed within two to three
days. While his statement
provided temporary relief,
the controversy remains
unresolved.

Meanwhile, Indepen-
dent candidate Satish Nan-
dal, who lost the Rajya
Sabha election, announced
that he would move the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court. He alleged irregu-
larities in the voting pro-
cess, claiming that Con-

gress MLA Bharat Singh
Beniwal’s vote should have
been declared invalid and
that procedural norms
were violated during poll-
ing. Sources indicated that
the Congress has identified
around five MLAs allegedly
involved in cross-voting,
though their names have
not yet been disclosed. The
party high command is re-
portedly considering issu-
ing show-cause notices in-
stead of immediate suspen-
sion, while keeping the op-
tion of stricter disciplinary
action open. The develop-
ments point to deepening
internal discord within the
party, which could impact its
political strategy in the
state. With the opposition
likely to capitalise on the sit-
uation, all eyes are now on
the Congress leadership’s
next steps and whether it
can restore unity within its
ranks.

to strengthenmg agrlculture' BMU V(C

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
ROHTAK, MAR 18

A one-day training programme
on organic farming was organ-
ised by the Department of Agri-
culture Sciences at Baba Mast-
nath University, aimed at ac-
quainting students with sustain-
able agricultural practices and
modern scientific techniques.
Addressing the gathering,
Vice-Chancellor Dr B.M. Yadav
said the agriculture sector is
currently facing several chal-
lenges, including declining soil
fertility, excessive use of chemi-
cal fertilisers and pesticides, and
environmental imbalance. He
emphasised that the future lies
in sustainable and eco-friendly
farming systems, urging stu-
dents to go beyond traditional
knowledge and adopt modern
scientific approaches along with
organic farming practices.
University Registrar Dr Vi-
nod Kumar highlighted that ag-
riculture is not just a means of

production but also the back-
bone of the country’s economy
and society. He said agricultural
education today must focus on
developing scientific thinking
among students so they can pro-
mote environmentally sustain-
able farming systems.

The chief guest and agricul-
ture expert Vipin Saini elaborat-
ed on the importance of organic
and natural farming. Drawing
from his experience, he ex-
plained practical techniques,
benefits and future prospects of
sustainable agriculture, encour-

aging students to adopt such
methods.

Department of Agriculture
Sciences Head Dr Dilbag Singh
said such training programmes
play a crucial role in connecting
students with modern and sus-
tainable agricultural practices
and exposing them to new op-
portunities in the sector. During
the programme, Dr Ravina
Saini, Dr Kriparam, Dr Ankit
Gill and Dr Vijender Deshwal
also delivered lectures and pre-
sentations on various aspects of
organic and natural farming.

Rajat Malik distributes 'Ownership Deeds' to
54 beneficiaries under Lal Dora Scheme

JAIBEER RANA THAMBER

Kurukshetra has given message of

BARARA: The ambitious 'Lal Dora-Free' scheme—spearheaded by the gov-
ernment led by Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini—has gained fresh
momentum in Barara. The property registration process, which had been
stalled for months due to the Municipal Council's sluggish approach, was suc-
cessfully completed within just a few days following a firm stance taken by Mu-
nicipal President Rajat Malik. During a program held today at the Municipal
Council office, President Rajat Malik handed over ‘Ownership Deeds' (registra-
tion papers) for their homes to 54 beneficiaries, bringing smiles back to their
faces.

For a long time, beneficiar-
ies had been making repeat-
ed rounds of various offices
in an attempt to get their 'Lal
Dora' properties registered.
The beneficiaries had al-
leged that no official or em-
ployee provided them with
clear or accurate informa-
tion regarding the matter.
Taking public sentiments into account, President Rajat Malik wrote a
strongly worded letter to the Secretary, issuing directives to resolve the
entire matter within seven days. Following this letter from the President,
the Municipal administration immediately sprang into action; they cleared
the backlog of pending files and began preparing the registration-related
documents for eligible individuals.

Upon receiving their ownership rights, the beneficiaries expressed their joy
and conveyed their gratitude to President Rajat Malik. The beneficiaries
remarked that a task which had remained stalled for months was complet-
ed so swiftly solely due to the President's intervention. Appreciating Chief

righteous action to world Suman Saini

HANS RAJ YADAV
KURUKSHETRA, MARCH 18

Suman Saini, Vice-Chairperson of
the Haryana State Council for Child
Welfare, stated that Dharmakshet-
ra-Kurukshetra is a sacred city. This
land has always conveyed the mes-
sage of righteous action (Karma) to
the entire world, and continuing to
perform one's duties while walking |
this path should be the primary ob-
jective of every human being. In
keeping with this spirit, and with
the cooperation of the city's reli-
gious organisations, the pilgrimage
of the Ashtakosi Tirthas (eight-cros
pilgrimage sites) has been launched.
This Ashtakosi Yatra will visit various
pilgrimage sites situated along the banks
of the holy River Saraswati. Suman
Saini was speaking on Wednesday at an
event organized at the Chitta Mandir in
Pipliregarding the Ashtakosi Yatra. Sub-
sequently, Vice-Chairperson Saini also
joined the pilgrims in undertaking the

ple—where the Ashtakosi Yatra was or-
ganised in collaboration with the Kuruk-
shetra Development Board (KDB) and
various organizations—the pilgrimage
was formally inaugurated. The inaugu-
ration ceremony was led by Dhuman
Singh Kirmach (Vice-Chairman, Haryana
Saraswati Heritage Development Board),
Uma Sudha (Former Chairperson, Munic-

KDB), who performed prayers
andrituals at the Nabkamal Tem-
ple.

Vice-Chairperson Saini re-
marked that the pilgrimage of
Kurukshetra's Ashtakosi Tirthas
would remain a historic and
memorable experience. Through
such programs, efforts are being
made to revitalize and bring to
life the ancient and historical tra-
ditions of Kurukshetra; the
Ashtakosi Yatra stands as a sig-
nificant part of these endeavors.
The *Parikrama* (circumambu-
lation) of Kurukshetra is, in es-
sence, a circumambulation of the

sacred *Sannihit Sarovar* (sacred tank)
situated within it. This pilgrimage site his-
torically extended for two kos (approxi-
mately 4 miles) in each of the four cardinal
directions; the tradition of offering dona-
tions and performing ritual baths at the
temples established along its banks has
persisted for centuries. The Ashtakosi
Parikrama (eight-mile circumambulation)

store operator in Karnal, case registered

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA

NILOKHERI: A youth died under suspicious circumstances in Nigdu area of
Karnal district, with family members alleging that a medical store operator ad-
ministered an injection without proper examination, leading to his sudden deteri-
oration. The accused is currently absconding, and police have registered a case
and initiated an investigation.

According to the complaint,
Jagindra Kaur, a resident of Bir
Badalwa village, said her son
Kulwant Singh fellill on the
evening of March 16. She took
him on a motorcycle to Gurukri-
pa Medical Store in Nigdu for
treatment. She alleged that the
operator, identified as Mohit, ad-
ministered an injection without
conducting any prior check-up.

She stated that the injection
was given while she had briefly
stepped out to get water. Soon
after receiving the injection, Kul-
want collapsed on a sofa inside
the shop. Despite her request to
stop, more than half of the injec-
tion had already been adminis-
tered by then.

The family alleged that as
the youth's condition worsened, the accused took him on his motorcycle and re-
turned after some time. Subseqguently, they arranged a vehicle and took him to
Aggarwal Hospital in Kurukshetra, where doctors declared him dead after ex-
amination.

The complainant further alleged that the accused fled after reaching the hos-
pital. Based on the complaint, Nigdu police have registered a case against the
accused and launched further investigation.

Students of Dyal Singh College bring
laurels to institution at state-level
youth Red Cross camp

CHAMAN LAL

KARNAL: A 13-member delegation of students from Dyal Singh College, ac-
companied by their counselor, has returned safely to college from Udaipur (Ra-
jasthan) after participating in State-Level Youth Red Cross Training Camp. Stu-
dents from across state participated enthusiastically in this camp. During camp,
students received practical training on vital subjects such as service, humanity,
disaster management, first aid, health
awareness and social responsibility.
Representing college, Prof Rajni at-
tended event as counselor; she guided
students throughout camp and encour- |-
aged them to participate actively in
various activities. Upon students' re-
tumn to college, Principal Dr. Ashima
Gakkhar welcomed them and extend-
ed her best wishes. She remarked that
such training camps play a pivotal role
in holistic development of students.
These camps not only enhance their knowledge and skills but also reinforce
qualities such as discipline, leadership capabilities, teamwork and a spirit of ser-
vice. She further added that in today's times, it is imperative for youth to be
aware of social and humanitarian values and camps of this nature inspire them
to become responsible citizens. Students also delivered outstanding perfor-
mances in various competitions held during camp. Pankul secured second po-
sition in singing competition, while Richa achieved the third position in poster
making. Sneha and Balkrishna were awarded medals for their excellent work

Minister Nayab Saini's scheme, the residents stated that they have now se-

cured legal rights over their properties.

Ashtakosi journey. Earlier in the morn-
ing, at the Darra Khera Nabkamal Tem-

ipal Council), Upendra Singhal (Honorary
Secretary, KDB), and Pankaj Setia (CEO,

of Kurukshetra is believed to grant salva-
tion to one's ancestors.

within the Media Committee.

Anti Terrorist Front India chief Viresh
Shandilya announces entry into politics

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
AMBALA, MARCH 18

Viresh Shandilya, National
President of the Anti Terrorist
FrontIndia, on Wednes-
day formally an-
nounced his entry into &=
active politics, stating
that he will contest the
upcoming Lok Sabha
or Assembly elections
from Haryana.
Addressing the me-
dia in Ambala, Shandi-
lya said he is prepared
to contest from any seat
in the state and ex-
pressed confidence that
the support he has re-
ceived over the past 35
years of social work
would be his biggest
strength. He credited his fa-
ther, Dr Ramamurti, for guid-
ing him throughout his jour-
ney and thanked the local me-
dia for its continued support.
Highlighting his back-

ground, he said he has been ac-
tive in social service since 1991
and has remained committed to
public welfare for over three de-
cades. He added that he has par-

ticipated in the last rites of thou-
sands of soldiers, describing it
as a significant and emotional
aspect of his life.

Speaking about his role in
the Anti Terrorist Front India,

Shandilya said he has consis-
tently worked against terrorism
and separatist forces at various
levels, including legal forums,
and asserted that such elements
would not be allowed to gain
ground in the future.

He also announced a
series of upcoming engage-
ments, including a three-
day stay in Karnal, where
hisresidence in Sector 6 will
be open for supporters, fol-
lowed by visits to Ambala
city and nearby areas. He
further revealed plans to
organise a massive rally of
onelakh people in the near
future.

The announcement
has sparked fresh political
activity in Haryana, with
observers closely watching
Shandilya’s next moves. Sever-
alassociates, including Navrat-
na Garg, Surender Pal KK,
Manish Pasi and Aditya Shar-
ma, were present during the
interaction.

Barota expresses gratitude to CM, Dr Arvind
Sharma for Parashurama memorial site

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA

KARNAL: A wave of jubilation has swept through the Brahmin community
following Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini's announcement in Haryana Leg-
islative Assembly regarding establishment of Lord Parashurama Memorial
Site. Under leadership of Surendra Sharma Barota, State President of Sarv
Brahmin Sabha, Haryana, members of the community gathered at Brahmin
Dharamshala to celebrate occasion by feeding laddoos to one another.
Surendra Sharma .
Barota remarked
that for first time in
history of Haryana,
Brahmin communi-
ty has received
such a significant
gift. He further
noted that it was
Cabinet Minister
Dr. Arvind Sharma
who had formally
raised demand for construction of Lord Parashurama Memorial Site
within the Legislative Assembly. Acceding to request made by Cabi-
net Minister Dr Arvind Sharma, Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini has
announced establishment of Bhagwan Parshuram Memorial Site and
Park across four acres of land belonging to Haryana Urban Develop-
ment Authority in Sector 26, Rohtak. Surender Sharma Barota, State
President of the Sarv Brahmin Sabha, Haryana, stated that Cabinet
Minister Dr Arvind Sharma had vigorously raised demand for creation
of Bhagwan Parshuram Memorial Site in Legislative Assembly, keeping in
mind honor and dignity of Brahmin community while carrying all sections of
society along.

Cross-voting row rocks Haryana Congress,
show-cause notices likely for MLAs

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
NEW DELHI/NARAYANGARH, MAR 18

The Haryana Congress is facing a major inter-
nal crisis following the Rajya Sabha election,
as allegations of cross-voting and invalid votes
have triggered serious concerns over party
discipline. State in-charge B.K. Hariprasad
has publicly named several MLAs accused of
cross-voting, intensifying ;
the controversy.
According to Harip-
rasad, MLAs Shaili Chaud-
hary (Narayangarh), Mo-
hammad Ilyas (Punhana),
Mohammad Israil (Hathin)
and Renu Bala (Sadhora) al-
legedly cross-voted during
the election. He added that
the name of one more
has not been disclosed yet. The matter has
been referred to the party’s disciplinary com-
mittee, and show-cause notices are expected to
be issued to the concerned legislators soon.
Despite securing a Rajya Sabha seat, the
Congress is grappling with internal discord.
The cancellation of four votes and alleged
cross-voting by five ML As have exposed cracks
within the organisation and raised questions

over coordination and discipline. Political ob-
servers believe the issue could pose a strategic
challenge for the party in the near future.

The controversy has further deepened
with the resignation of Ramkishan Gurjar, a
senior party leader and husband of Narayan-
garh MLA Shaili Chaudhary. His exit has
sparked speculation about growing dissatis-
faction within the party ranks.

: Responding to the allegations,
Gurjar rejected claims of cross-vot-
ing and termed them baseless. He
warned of legal action against those
levelling false accusations and said
political opposition should remain
within democratic boundaries rath-
er than turning personal. He also
alleged a lack of communication
within the party, stating that his con-
cerns were not heard, which led to
his decision to step down. He indicated that he
would now consult his supporters before decid-
ing his future course of action. The develop-
ments have put the Haryana Congress at a criti-
cal juncture, with questions being raised about
unity and leadership. The party’s next steps,
particularly regarding disciplinary action and
damage control, are likely to shape its political
trajectory in the state.
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SEBI proposes modified nomination norms
for Demat and Mutual Fund accounts

issued a consultation paper to modify nomination norms

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has

for demat accounts and mutual fund folios, aimed at
simplifying investor on-boarding and aligning processes with
banking standards. Released on March 17, 2026, the proposal
seeks to address operational challenges identified after the
issuance of a previous circular dated January 10, 2025. The
regulator has invited public comments on these suggestions
until April 7, 2026.SEBI has proposed making nomination the
default choice for all single accounts or folios opened after a
specified date. Under this framework, any investor who does not
wish to nominate will be "specifically required to choose "opt-out

of nomination

. This move is intended to prevent the creation of

unclaimed assets. If an investor chooses to opt out, a pop-up
message explaining the benefits of nomination and a declaration
will be displayed, and the investor must "provide consent in this
pop-up message to opt-out from nomination".SEBI has also
suggested reducing the mandatory information required for a
nominee to only their name and the nature of the relationship

with the investor.

Other details, such as address, mobile number, email, and the
percentage share of each nominee, are proposed to be optional.
The regulator noted that "the process of furnishing so many
details of the nominee is onerous for investors" and has led to
many dropping off during on-boarding. If a percentage share is
not specified, the assets will be "apportioned among the
nominees equally".Regarding the number of nominees, SEBI
has proposed increasing the limit to four, matching current
banking norms, instead of the ten previously suggested in the
January 2025 circular. Data reviewed by the regulator showed
that a very low percentage of investors actually opted for more
than one nominee. SEBI stated that "increasing the nominees to
10 may create a strain on the system leading to operational
issues". While the nominee limit may increase, the maximum
number of joint holders in an account will remain three.The
consultation paper further addresses the role of nominees
during an investor's lifetime. The industry had represented that
a facility allowing nominees to operate accounts in case of
investor incapacitation was "challenging due to high
implementation costs and the difficulty in maintaining audit
trails". SEBI observed that "a nominee becomes trustee of the
assets only upon the demise of the investor". Consequently, it
has proposed that the existing Power of Attorney mechanism
should be used for situations where an investor is incapacitated

but still has the capacity to contract.
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India, China seen as key mediators as Hormuz tensions deepen

s the war in West Asia
grinds on, with the
failure of a decisive win

and reluctance of USA’s allies to
be part of a naval fleet patrolling
the Strait of Hormuz, analysts
here feel the time has come for a
“quiet international mediation
effort”.

Many feel that involving
India and China, two major
Asian economies affected by a
war they did not choose, along
with Oman which had been
brokering a deal between the US
and Iran before Washington and
Tel Aviv chose to launch an
attack on Tehran, could be a
possibility.

“Both China and India have
the right credentials. Both have
good relations with Washington
and Tehran and are trusted by
both. US President Donald
Trump and Chinese leader Xi
Jinping have already spoken to
each other on the crisis. It
makes sense for them to step in
with a quiet effort,” said Vice
Admiral Shekhar Sinha, former
Flag Officer in Command of
India’s Western Naval fleet.

However, other former
policymakers are unsure
whether India or China may be
at all tasked to mediate. “One
can mediate only if both sides
ask a nation to mediate,” said
Rajiv Dogra, formerly India's
Permanent Representative to
the United Nations Agencies.

Sinha pointed out that the
two Asian heavyweights also
have the most at stake if this
war prolongs and are the only
ones with a strong Naval
presence in the Indian Ocean
area.

Finnish President Alexander
Stubb has already urged India to
mediate to de-escalate the West
Asian conflict. In an interview,
Stubb has said, “We need a

e P

ceasefire. I'm wondering if India
can actually get involved. We
saw Foreign Minister
Jaishankar call for a ceasefire to
calm things down."

President Stubb visited India
as the Chief Guest at the Raisina
Dialogue 2026 in New Delhi,
where he discussed India's role
in the ongoing dispute and
praised India's “strategic
caution.”

A former Pentagon adviser,
Douglas Macgregor, has also
suggested that India could act as
a critical intermediary to broker
a ceasefire.

Indian diplomats have had
limited success in getting Iran to
agree to allow safe passage for
the country’s tankers and ships
through the contested Strait of
Hormuz. Some three tankers
have come in since Monday,
when the first one docked in
Gujarat.

External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar told a newspaper
earlier, "I am at the moment
engaged in talking to them and
my talking has yielded some
results." The career diplomat
turned politician, however, has
said there were no "blanket
arrangements" for all Indian
vessels.

Sources said while “there is
no quid pro quo deal”, India may
be the ultimate source of supply
of food and pharmaceutical
stocks which Iran needs for its
90 million strong population and
that central Asian countries are
likely to be routing nations for
such supplies.

India has in the past done
brisk business in rice, tea,
fodder and pharmaceuticals
with its western neighbour.

Analysts pointed out that
China has been actively
positioning itself as a diplomatic
mediator in the escalating West
Asia war, advocating for
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dialogue and de-escalation while
criticising military actions
taken by the US and Israel
against Iran.

However, there are doubts
about whether the US would like
China’s stature to rise further as
a mediator in a war that the US
started and is finding difficult to
end. “China has a strong hand
but one has to see whether
President Trump will ask for
Beijing’s help beyond what he
has already done,” said Dogra,
who has also served as India’s
ambassador to Italy and
Romania.

“Another nation with a deep
stake in ending the war and
which was earlier involved in
brokering a deal between the
Americans and Iranian is
Oman,” added Admiral Sinha.
However, with Oman having
failed in anticipating how the
negotiations to de-nuclearize
Iran would evolve despite Iran

agreeing to all American
demands on limiting uranium
enrichment, it is doubtful
whether Iran will accept
“honest, but weak brokering.”

Iran has already made it
clear that it needed guarantees
of peace, as previous agreements
or attempts at achieving an
agreement were torn up.

However, Ambassador
Dogra pointed out that the US
also has few alternatives to
coming to some kind of a peace
deal, given the fact that the war
was proving costly and with its
allies showing reluctance in
joining efforts to patrol the
strategic chokepoint of the Strait
of Hormuz, which has been
effectively blocked by the
Iranians.

President Donald Trump has
already lashed out at allies for
what he described as a lack of
“enthusiasm” toward the
coalition he has proposed to
secure the Strait of Hormuz.
This occurred after several key
allies showed their reluctance.

German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz was among those
who indicated late Monday that
his country may not join in
patrolling the crucial
chokepoint. “We lack the
mandate from the United
Nations, the European Union, or
NATO required under the Basic
Law," German Chancellor Merz
said in Berlin, adding that
Washington and Israel had not
consulted Germany before
launching the war.

Earlier, UK Prime Minister
Keir Starmer had said that
Britain is discussing the
possibility of using mine
hunting drones for clearing the
Strait of Hormuz, while
indicating that the UK is
unlikely to send naval ships into
the war zone.

Bullet train network toreach 4,000 km

Solo Travel: A path to happiness

with 7 new projects

nion Railway Minister Ashwini
u Vaishnaw on Tuesday

presented a comprehensive
account of the Railways' performance
in the Lok Sabha including progress
made on the country's first bullet train
project scheduled to be operational by
2027.

Highlighting financial and
operational gains, Vaishnaw said the
national transporter has achieved
significant savings through energy
transition. "By shifting from diesel to
electric traction, the Railways has
saved around Rs 6,000 crore," he told

the House, adding that energy remains
the second-largest expenditure after
staff costs.

He noted that diesel locomotives
are gradually being phased out and will
eventually give way to electric engines.

Emphasising scale and capacity,
the Minister said, "Indian Railways has
now become the second largest cargo
carrier in the world." He added that
since 2014, "about 35,000 km of
railway tracks have been laid and
nearly 27,000 km have been
electrified.”

Vaishnaw also pointed to

structural reforms, stating, "The politics
of performance has replaced the
politics of vote." He credited a key
policy shift, saying, "The decision to
merge the Railway Budget with the
General Budget has led to higher
financial allocations and better
planning." As a result, he said, projects
and train services are now rolled out
throughout the year rather than being
concentrated around budget
announcements.

"Financial health has improved
and transparency in accounts has
increased," he added, noting that the

Finance Ministry and other agencies
monitor performance through IT-
enabled systems.

Detailing infrastructure
modernisation, the Minister highlighted
progress on the high-speed rail
corridor. "We have set a target to
commission the first section of the
bullet train project by 2027," he said,
adding that work on the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad route is
advancing rapidly.

"A 21-km tunnel is under
construction, of which five kilometres
have already been completed,
including an undersea section inspired
by the Kolkata Metro model," he said.
The train is expected to run at speeds
of up to 350 kmph.

He further announced that seven
new bullet train projects have been
proposed. "With these additions, the
network will expand to nearly 4,000
km," Vaishnaw said, asserting that the
cost structure of India's first such
project aligns with global benchmarks.

Outlining the impact on travel
time, he said, "Delhi to Varanasi will
take about three-and-a-half hours,
Delhi to Lucknow two hours, and
Varanasi to Patna less than one hour.
Mumbai to Pune will be covered in 48
minutes." He added, "Pune to
Hyderabad and Hyderabad to
Bengaluru will take around two hours
each, while Bengaluru to Chennai will
be just 73 minutes."
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Dr Rajesh K Pillania

arch 20 is celebrated as
international day of happiness
since 2012 and it generates a

lot of interest on the topic among people
around the world.

Happiness is an important goal in life.
There are various ways to be happy.
Travelling makes people happy, as the
author has found again and again by
asking people from different age groups,
genders, locations, countries, and
continents over last decade.

When the author asked people what
makes them happy while travelling or
how they achieve happiness through
travelling, they gave various reasons.
The most common reasons are travel to
experience new things, a break from the
daily routine, and the freedom to live a
day the way they want. Other
research studies show that travel has
a positive impact on people’s

happiness. Over the last many years
the author has studied it and also
experienced it firsthand by travelling
solo to various parts of India and the
world.

Solo travel has many advantages
which make people happy. The three
main reasons for this are listed here.

First, solo travel adds to the
exposure and experience, as one is open
to experiencing much more when
travelling alone and being on one's own.
One tends to talk more to strangers and
learn different worldviews, interesting
life stories, and experiences. When
travelling with others, one tends to
spend a lot of time and attention on
them, missing a complete immersion
in the travel experience.

Second, when someone is travelling
alone, they have complete freedom over
travel and travel plans and daily plans,
without compromising as they would
when travelling with someone else.
Often, the final travel details are decided
more by others, leading to a feeling of
loss of control or freedom, even
during travel.

Third, Solo travel gives a lot of time
to be alone and is good for reflection, to
relook at life and the world. Through
this, one can learn, get new
perspectives, and make sense of life in a
better way.

Since solo travel has been shown to
boost happiness, one needs to make it a
part of life. The benefits of travel and
solo travel can be achieved in many

Pre-workout supplements may cut sleep in half for young users,

popular fitness
trend among
young people may

be quietly undermining
their sleep. A new study
led by researchers at the
University of Toronto has
found that teenagers and
young adults who use
pre-workout supplements
are significantly more
likely to experience
extremely short sleep
durations.

According to Science
Daily, the research,
published on March 9,
draws on data from the
Canadian Study of
Adolescent Behaviors
and highlights a potential
health risk linked to the
growing popularity of
energy-boosting fitness
products.

According to the
study, individuals aged 16

to 30 who reported using
pre-workout
supplements within the
past year were more
than twice as likely to
sleep five hours or less
per night compared with
those who did not use
such products. Health
experts generally
recommend around eight
hours of sleep per night
for people in this age
group.

As per Science Daily,
pre-workout
supplements, including
widely used products
such as Bang!, Jack3D,
and C4, are commonly
marketed to improve
exercise performance
and increase energy
levels. However,
researchers say the
stimulant-heavy formulas
in many of these products
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could be interfering with
sleep patterns."Pre-
workout supplements,
which often contain high

ways. One way is to go solo to faraway
places, for longer durations if possible.
Such travel offers different and
diverse experiences, exposure,
insights, and lessons about life and its
various realities. When time and
money constraints do not allow
travelling far or for long, one should
travel to nearby places that cost little
in terms of time and money. Even
when this is not possible, making time
for oneself to go into nature or nearby
places, where one can spend time
alone and experience life in a different
way, is helpful. Also travel and solo
travel has its own challenges and one
needs to be open to take these
challenges as a learning and not get
overwhelmed.

Solo travel is a great way to
experience different things, to
experience freedom from the mundane
daily life, and to live life the way one
wants, at least for that duration. This is
possible, this is doable, and one should
do it whenever possible, if not
regularly. By making solo travel a
part of life, one can make happiness a
part of it and live a more fulfilling,
happier life.

The author is a Professor of
Strategy at the Management
Development Institute, Gurgaon. He
is popularly known as India’s
Happiness Professor and and his
latest work is The Indian Practice of
Happiness: Secrets from
Centenarians.

study finds

levels of caffeine and
stimulant-like
ingredients, have become
increasingly popular

among teenagers and
young adults seeking to
improve exercise
performance and boost

energy," said lead author
Kyle T Ganson, assistant
professor at the Factor-
Inwentash Faculty of
Social Work at the
University of
Toronto."However, the
study's findings point to
potential risks to the
well-being of young
people who use these
supplements," Ganson
added.

One of the main
concerns is the high
caffeine content found in
many pre-workout
formulas. Researchers
note that these products
can contain anywhere
from 90 milligrams to
more than 350 milligrams
of caffeine per serving.

By comparison, a
typical can of cola
contains about 35
milligrams of caffeine,

while a standard cup of
coffee has roughly 100
milligrams.

Health guidelines
recommend that
adolescents sleep
between eight and ten
hours per night, while
young adults should aim
for seven to nine hours.
Insufficient sleep during
these developmental
years can affect mental
health, physical growth,
and academic
performance.

The researchers say
stimulant ingredients in
pre-workout supplements
may worsen existing
sleep problems among
young people who are
already not getting
enough rest.To address
the issue, the research
team is urging health
professionals, including

pediatricians, family
physicians, and social
workers, to discuss
supplement use with
young patients. They also
recommend practical
steps such as avoiding
pre-workout supplements
12 to 14 hours before
bedtime.

The findings also add
to calls for stronger
oversight of dietary
supplements in
Canada."Young people
often view pre-workout
supplements as harmless
fitness products,” Ganson
said, adding, "But these
findings underscore the
importance of educating
them and their families
about how these
supplements can disrupt
sleep and potentially
affect overall health."
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IGNOU extends admission deadline again, now until March 30

RANVIR PARASHAR
KAITHAL: Dr.

Dharmpal,
Director of IGNOU, announced that Indira
Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU)
has extended final date for admission into
various programs fo January 2026 session,
setting new deadline at March 30, 2026. This
extension applies to all courses falling under
Diploma, PG Diploma, Undergraduate and
Postgraduate categories, with exception of

Certificate Programs. He further stated that
students who have already registered on
IGNOU portal but have not yet paid their fees
are advised to deposit their fees promptly to
secure their admission.
suitable university for those seeking skill-
based and knowledge-based education.
Objective of IGNOU is to enrich students'
knowledge and provide them with equal
opportunities for advancement. IGNOU is

Regional

IGNOU is most

dedicated to delivering quality higher
education to students residing in remote areas
and rural regions.IGNOU's pedagogical
approach differs significantly from that of
other universities; it does not rely on
traditional classroom teaching methods.
Instead, education here is facilitated through
a system comprising self-learning, study
materials, counseling sessions, face-to-face
interactions, and teleconferencing.

Library Fiesta sparks
creativity at Sanmati
Govt College, Jagraon

SUKH NAHAR

JAGRAON: Sanmati Government
College of Science Education and
Research hosted "Library Fiesta: A
Celebration of Books and
Creativity" today, igniting a passion
for reading and innovation among
students. Under the visionary
guidance of Director Dr. Sumeet
Brar and the motivational support of
Vice-Principal Mrs. Nidhi Mahajan,
the student-led event-spearheaded
by chief organizer Naina Masih-
drew enthusiastic crowds.
Highlights included interactive
zones like the Debate Wall, Book
Clue, Scientific Minds Recognition,
Puzzle Challenge, Poster Making,
and 3D Art & Craft competitions.
Participants also enjoyed a lively
theatre play, motivational songs,
poetry recitals, and an engaging
Act & Guess game. Prabh Simran
Kaur anchored the proceedings
with poise, while the Library
Committee-Dr. Geetanjali Chopra,

Names of MLAS who cross-voted will

g revealed: Deepender Hooda
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MAINPAL KASHYAP
INDRI, MAR 18

Congress MP Deepender Singh
Hooda arrived as the chief guest at a
public meeting organised in the
village of Garhi Birbal. The event
was presided over by the former
MLA of Indri, Rakesh Kamboj. On
this occasion, Congress workers—
including former MLA Rakesh
Kamboj—accorded him a rousing
welcome by presenting him with a
traditional turban. Addressing the

report—including their names—has
already been submitted to the party
high command. He stated that all
these names would be made public
very soon. Hooda alleged that the
BJP had exhausted every possible
avenue to win the election and had
exerted immense pressure on MLAs
in an attempt to defeat the Congress
candidate, Karamvir Baudh. He
further claimed that senior leaders
had made phone calls to the MLAs,
offering them various inducements
and attempting to sway their votes.

Door-to-door outreach campaign for March 22

Hindu Ne r festival continues with fervor

MAHENDER GOYAL

HISAR: Vigorous door-to-door
outreach campaign is currently
underway for Haryana's grandest
Hindu New Year Festival,
scheduled to be held in Hisar on
March 22 under aegis of Vishwa
Hindu Parishad and organized by
Shri Prabhubhakta Sankirtan
Mandal.Women's Committee has
established direct contact with

perfect coordination to promote
Hindu New Year Festival.
Outreach efforts are also being
conducted for Dhwajayatra
which is scheduled to commence
at 7:00 AM on March 22.
Enthusiasm  displayed by
Matrushakti for this festival is
truly a sight to behold. Mamta
Soni, Convener of Hindu New
Year Festival, stated that entire

Gulab Nagar pond to be renovated;
Street, drain be constructed in Satsang
Vihar; MC to spend Rs. 41.74 Lakhs

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR, MAR 18
Municipal Corporation  will

undertake beautification and
renovation of pond located in
Gulab Nagar (Ward 1), as well as
construction of a street and storm
water drain in Satsang Vihar
Colony, at an estimated cost of
approximately Rs. 41.74 lakhs.
On Tuesday, Mayor Suman
Bahmani, in presence of former
Cabinet Minister Kanwar Pal and
Councilor Reena Rastogi, laid

foundation stones for both
development  projects  and
formally inaugurated

construction work by breaking a
coconut. Mayor Suman Bahmani
instructed officials to pay special
attention to quality of work in
both projects and to ensure their
completion within stipulated
timeframe. Mayor stated that
beautification and renovation of
Gulab Nagar pond would incur a
cost of approximately Rs. 23.76
lakhs. Under this project, pond
will be cleaned and a track

ensure its safety and to ensure
that surrounding area appears
clean, tidy and organized. This
initiative will not only promote
environmental conservation but
also provide residents with an

improved public space.
Residents will enjoy clean and
beautiful environment alongside
their daily walks. In Satsang
Vihar Colony, construction of a
street and installation of a storm
water drain will be carried out at
a cost of Rs. 17.98 lakhs. This
street will be constructed
extending from Rajbir Singh's
residence to Sanjeev Sharma's

Ms. Amandeep Kaur, and Librarian gathering, Deepender

Harpreet Kaur-judged the contests.
Committee heads Joban Sembhi,
Dipanjot Kaur, Chetna Khullar,
Jaspreet Kaur, Tania, Parneet Kaur,
Sukhraj Kaur, Manpreet Kaur.

Hooda
launched a scathing attack on the BJP
and other parties regarding the Rajya
Sabha elections. He asserted that five
Congress MLAs had engaged in
cross-voting, and a comprehensive

Reacting to the resignation of 5,000 families. Shri  city is now eager to join cultural approximately eight feet wide residence.Completion of this
Congress  Working  President Prabhubhakta Sankirtan Mandal renaissance, a movement whose will be constructed around it, project will provide significant
Ramkishan Gurjar, Hooda remarked team, Samrasta Mahila Samiti foundation was laid in Hisar allowing residents to take relief to residents from problem
that this step was taken and Hindu New Year Organizing eight years ago by Prof Deepak morning and evening strolls. of waterlogging during rainy
preemptively, prior to any Committee are working in Kumar. Additionally, grills and a season and will facilitate
disciplinary action by the party. boundary ~ wall will be smoother commuting.

Project clean sweep: Beautification Chaitra Chaudas Fair: record Government urged to act firmly

first, anti-encroachment next

DINKAR GAWRI

HANSI: DC Dr Rahul Narwal stated
that the district administration is fully
committed to providing the public
with the best possible amenities. A
main focus is being placed on
cleanliness in the city. By April 15 the
public will begin to see visible
improvements. He expressed these
views while addressing a press
conference held in the local Public Works Department
auditorium. He said that within the next five to six months, six
model toilets would be constructed in the city, including a pink
toilet for women. He said that a sanitation plan has been
prepared to improve cleanliness. Under this plan, along with
regular cleaning, a thorough cleaning of one street or
intersection has been initiated every day. After the sanitation
system improves, a special campaign will be launched to free
the city's roads from encroachment. This campaign will not be
for a day or two, but will continue for a long time, informs he.
DC Rahul Narwal further stated that the government is
approving positions for district-level officers. Positions for
several departments have already been approved. The positions
of Additional Deputy Commissioner and City Magistrate have
also been approved. All district-level positions will be
approved in March-April. He added that proposals for the
District Secretariat building, the Judicial Complex, and
residential housing for officers and employees will be sent to
the state government this week. Responding to a question from
journalists, he said that cow shelters were being identified to
provide safe shelter to stray animals. All these animals will be
tagged and transported to the shelters.

crowds descend for final day

YAGYA DUTT SHASTRI

PEHOWA: Lakhs of devotees from different parts of the country
prayed for eternal salvation of their ancestors by bathing,
worshipping and offering Pind Daan at the holy Saraswati Tirtha.
Due to the special importance of Pind Daan, a large number of
devotees reached the holy Saraswati Tirtha on Wednesday. The
devotees also checked their genealogy with their priests. As soon as
dawn broke, thousands of devotees reached the holy Saraswati
Tirtha to take a bath, chanting the praises of Goddess Saraswati and
after taking a holy dip in the holy water, offered water to their
ancestors. On this day, Pind Daan is considered especially
significant. It is believed that devotees who perform PindDaan and
offer water to their ancestors here are pleased and shower their
families with happiness and prosperity. After the PindDaan,
devotees offered water to the Pret Peepal tree, oil to the Swami
Kartikeya Temple, and horses to Dargahi Shah. On the third day of
the Chaitra Chaudas fair, devotees arrived from various parts of the
country, including Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, and Chandigarh, but the
largest numbers were Sikh devotees from Punjab.

on repeated sacrilege cases

SANJEEV TEJPAL

MORINDA: Members of the Dharam Yudh Morcha
intensified their ongoing agitation demanding the enactment
of a strict law to prevent incidents of sacrilege involving Sri
Guru Granth Sahib ji. The protest was held in support of Bhai
Gurjeet Singh Khalsa, who has been staging a continuous
demonstration for nearly 17 months from atop a tower in
Samana. As part of the agitation, Morcha members along with
a large number of devotees (sangat) reached the office of local
MLA Dr. Charanjit Singh in Morinda and sought a clear
response from the government regarding the delay in framing
a stringent law. Senior Morcha leaders, including Amitoj
Singh Mann, Khushinder Singh Jand Sahib and Jujhar Singh
Gadharam, questioned why no concrete action had been taken
on such a sensitive and serious issue. They alleged that
successive governments had made repeated promises but
failed to deliver effective legislation. Addressing the
gathering, Morcha leaders emphasised that Sri Guru Granth
Sahib ji is regarded as the living Guru by the Sikh community
and any act of sacrilege is deeply hurtful and unacceptable.
They urged the sangat to continue their struggle in a peaceful
manner and to remain vigilant against any provocation.

2 Panipat MC Engineers suspended
over ‘Mhari Sadak’ portal lapses

RAKESH BHAYANA

PANIPAT: Panipat  Municipal
Corporation has taken strict action
against negligence in official work by
suspending two Junior Engineers,
Shivraj and  Rajkumar,  for
irregularities  related to  the
government’s “Mhari Sadak™ portal.
The action was taken with immediate
effect for allegedly ignoring the Commissioner’s directions and
failing to properly map complaints on the portal. Additional
Commissioner Vivek Chaudhary said the “Mhari Sadak” portal
was created to upload complaints regarding damaged roads so
that technical teams could resolve them quickly. However, the
performance of the Municipal Corporation team was found
unsatisfactory during review. He said Chief Engineer Ramesh
Bagri had also expressed displeasure over the poor performance
and recommended strict action against negligent officials.
Acting on his report, Commissioner Dr. Pankaj Yadav issued
telephonic orders to suspend both Junior Engineers. According
to officials, the suspended engineers claimed that more work
had been carried out on the ground, but the data did not match
the information uploaded on the portal. Show-cause notices
have been issued to both officers, and if their replies are found
unsatisfactory, further action including charge sheets will be
initiated. During the inquiry, discrepancies were also found
between the data uploaded on other government applications
and the records on the “Mhari Sadak™ portal, which led to the
disciplinary action. The move has created concern among other
Municipal Corporation employees, as the administration has
made it clear that negligence in public service portals and
government schemes will not be tolerated.

Bar Council Elections conducted peacefully

amid tight security, 595 advocates cast votes

VERMA

GURDASPUR: Under the
Punjab and Haryana Bar
Council elections, voting was
conducted on Wednesday at the
District Court Complex in
Pathankot in a peaceful and
well-organized manner. The
strict  arrangements  and
monitoring put in place by the
administration remained a key
highlight of the entire process.The polling began at 9:00 AM
and continued smoothly until 5:00 PM. Polling Booth No. 54,
set up within the Civil Court premises, witnessed enthusiastic
participation from advocates. A total of 595 lawyers exercised
their right to vote, reflecting active involvement and awareness
among members of the Bar Association.To ensure complete
transparency and fairness, special arrangements were made
during the election process. Videography was carried out at the
polling station to maintain a proper record of proceedings.
Additionally, micro observers were deployed to closely
monitor all activities, further strengthening the credibility and
transparency of the election. The district administration left no
stone unturned in terms of security.

Elections for Punjab and
Haryana Bar Council

MPIPS Malsian hosts graduation

concluded in peaceful manner

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA

KARNAL: Deputy Commissioner Uttam Singh said that
the voting process for the Punjab and Haryana Bar Council
elections was completed in a peaceful and orderly manner
in the district on Wednesday. Due
to the promptness of the district
administration and the cooperation
of the advocates, a lot of
enthusiasm was seen at the polling
stations from 9 am to 5 pm. During
the election tight security
arrangements were made at the
polling stations. He said that five N
polling stations were set up in the = .
district to ensure smooth elections. In which out of total
3247 registered advocates, 2590 exercised their franchise.
He said that special nodal officers were appointed by the
district administration to monitor the election process. The
election process remained transparent and peaceful at all
the polling stations in the district. The elections were
successfully conducted with the coordination of
administrative officials and police force.

MEHARJOT SINGH

SHAHKOT: Mother’s Pride International Public School Malsian
organized a graduation ceremony for its kindergarten students to
celebrate their successful transition into primary classes. The
event was conducted under the leadership of school chairperson
Kumari Arun Jassal and principal Rajni Bala. The ceremony
witnessed enthusiastic participation from parents, who were
given a warm reception by the school management upon arrival.
The programme officially commenced with the traditional
lighting of the lamp, performed jointly by the attending parents.
Following the inauguration, the young learners of the pre-primary
wing were awarded their graduation degrees. The children
beamed with pride and joy as they received their certificates,
marking the successful completion of their pre-primary education
and their readiness to step into the primary section.

NIILM School of Law students achieve third position

SANJAY SHARMA

KAITHAL: The School of Law from NIILM University proudly
announces that its students Rakhi, Parth and Gauri secured Third
Position in the Inter-College BIZPULSE Business Quiz
Competition held on 17 March 2026. The quiz was organized by
the School of Commerce and Management, NIILM University,
and witnessed active participation from students of various
colleges and disciplines. Through their excellent teamwork, sharp
business awareness, and strong analytical skills, the students
brought recognition and pride to the School of Law. On this proud
occasion, Dr. Surender Kalyan, Dean, School of Law, extended his
heartfelt congratulations to the achievers. He appreciated their
sincere efforts and stated that such accomplishments motivate
other students to actively engage in academic and co-curricular
activities. The moment was further graced as Dr. Usha, Mr.
Shivam Singla, and Ms. Rupali also congratulated the students for
their commendable success and encouraged them to continue
striving for excellence in future competitions.

must resign immediately: Madhusudan Baweja
DALBIR MALIK
KURUKSHETRA: Advocate Madhusudan
Baweja, District President of the Kisan Congress, r
stated that the Congress party is the oldest and =T
Command appoints an In-charge or a State [ - é
President with the specific objective of | = ;
strengthening the party and bringing in as many 'l
loyal workers as possible. The aim is to fortify the
party so that the organisational structure becomes robust and the
the State President have failed to instil internal cohesion and
strength within the party, let alone strengthen the party as a whole.
Advocate Madhusudan Baweja pointed out that during the recently
concluded Rajya Sabha elections, certain party MLAS betrayed the
party—a situation that those appointed to the state's top leadership
MLAs cast their votes in favor of the party. Therefore, recognising
their moral responsibility, they should tender their resignations with
immediate effect to ensure that public trust in the party is upheld
within the state. This would also reassure the public that the party
does not condone indisciplined leaders. Furthermore, those MLAs
be expelled from the party. While national leaders such as Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Vadra Gandhi, and National General Secretary
Randeep Singh Surjewala are working tirelessly day and night for
the party and striving to strengthen it, certain leaders are attempting
to undermine the party for the sake of their own vested interests.

Two women accused of theft in
an electronics shop arrested
T

Akali Dal members seek cancellation

of Bagha Purana Block Samiti Poll 7

ASHOK CHUGH

PANIPAT: The CIA 3 police team busted a gang involved
in breaking into an electronics shop in BishanSwaroop
Colony and arrested two women of the gang on Kakroi
Road in Sonipat. The accused women were identified as
Kaushalya and Mala, residents of Dahiya Colony, Sonipat.
The CIA 3 in-charge Inspector Vijay said that during
interrogation both the accused women admitted of
committing the theft along with their three other accused
women. During interrogation the accused women said that
they worked as rag pickers. On the night of February 20
under the guise of rags pickers, they uprooted the shutter of
a shop in BishanSwaroop Colony with a rod and committed
the theft. Accused Kaushalya sold her share of 30 kg copper
for Rs 18,000 and accused Mala sold her share of 25 kg
copper and inverter for Rs 17,000. Inspector Vijay, in
charge, stated that after questioning, the police produced
both accused women in court, where they were granted
two-day police remand.

Haryana Congress in-charge and state president
most democratic political party. The High

party gains strength; however, in Haryana, the Party In-charge and
positions failed to prevent, as they could not ensure that these
who have engaged in rebellion from within the party ranks should
1 B |

JAGRAJ SINGH SANGHA

MOGA: Shiromani Akali Dal Block Samiti members on Tuesday
submitted a memorandum to the Deputy Commissioner, Moga,
demanding cancellation of the chairman and vice-chairman elections of
Block Samiti Bagha Purana, alleging that the poll was conducted
forcibly. Talking to reporters, Block Samiti members Sukhjit Kaur
Jaimalwala, Harbans Kaur Budh Singh Wala, Khushwinder Kaur,
Jasmel Kaur Kaleke, Manjit Kaur, Jaspreet Kaur Nathe Wala, Charanjit
Kaur, Sunita Rani and Kiran Devi alleged that during the election held
yesterday, several members were kept confined and were not allowed
to cast their votes. They claimed that the chairman and vice-chairman
were elected forcibly under the leadership of Aam Aadmi Party MLA
Amrit Pal Singh Sukhanand. The members said they have submitted
a memorandum to the Deputy Commissioner demanding that the
election be cancelled and fresh polling be conducted to ensure justice.
Shiromani Akali Dal core committee member Jathedar Tirath Singh
Mohalla and district president Nihal Singh Bhullar’s Moga in-charge
Sanjit Singh Sunny Gill said the Akali Dal has 15 committee
members, but only four were allowed to vote, while others were
allegedly intimidated and prevented from participating.

Cattle remains found in Western
Yamuna Canal, probe underway

MAINPAL KASHYAP

INDRI: Panic and outrage gripped the region after remains
of 6-7 cattle were discovered in the Western Yamuna Canal
near Dhaman Heri village. The incident has raised serious
concerns over law and order in the area. Acting swiftly on
information, the police reached the spot and began an
investigation. Indri DSP Satish Gautam, along with a heavy
police force, supervised the operation as the remains were
recovered and taken into custody. According to preliminary
findings, the remains have been sent to the Livestock Centre
in Uchani, Karnal, for post-mortem to determine the exact
cause of death. A forensic team also visited the site and
collected key evidence. The incident triggered anger among
residents of nearby villages, who alleged that unidentified
individuals have been illegally slaughtering cattle along the
canal, taking away the meat and dumping the remains.
Villagers warned that such activities could escalate if not
checked promptly.
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Isuzu I-Care Pre Summer
Camp from March 23

JALANDHAR, Isuzu Motors India will be
conducting a nation-wide ‘ISUZU I-Care Pre-
Summer Camp’ for its range of ISUZU D-MAX
Pick-ups and SUVs. This service camp is aimed
at offering customers exciting benefits and
preventive maintenance checks for a hassle-free
driving experience during the season across the
country. An initiative of ISUZU Care’, the pre-
summer camp will be organised across all ISUZU
authorised dealer service outlets, between 23rd —
28th March 2026 . During this period, customers
can also avail special offers & benefits for their
vehicles which includes free 37-Point
Comprehensive Check-up, 10% discount on
Labour, 5% discount on Parts, 5% discount on
Lubes & Fluids, 20% Discount on Retail RSA, 5%
on PROCARE, 20% on Extended Warranty and
Free ‘REGEN’ with certain conditions.

Dum Noorani docks 5x growth, expands

to 8 outlets across North India
CHANDIGARH: Dum Noorani, a popular
Chandigarh-based restaurant known for its
authentic royal Indian cuisine, has recorded
nearly fivefold growth in its yearly order
volumes since joining the Zomato platform in
2019. What started as a passion-driven
takeaway kitchen has now grown into a multi-
city brand with eight outlets across
Chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh and Punjab.
Sharing the brand’s journey, Founder Mannat
Singh said Dum Noorani was built on the belief
of serving royal Indian cuisine in its most
authentic form. “Despite premium pricing,
customers have continued to connect with our
flavours. With the support of Zomato, we have
been able to reach a wider audience and scale
our operations with confidence,” she added.
Zomato CEO Aditya Mangla praised the
brand’s consistency and quality, stating that
Dum Noorani’s growth reflects the strong trust
it has built among its customers over the
years.

Four Seasons Strong: Coke Studio Bharat
Announces Its Season 4 Artist Line-Up

CHANDIGARH/LUDHIANA: After three seasons
of reshaping India’s streaming landscape, Coke
Studio Bharat returns with Season 4. Known for
bringing together artists from across India to
reimagine regional sounds and traditions, the
platform begins the new season with ‘The List,
revealing the artists who will take part this year. If
Season 3 gave audiences Arz Kiya Hai, a
modem-day interpretation of India’s poetry culture
that topped the Indian music charts, and festival-
ready tracks like Holi Aayi Re, Season 4 moves
the conversation deeper into India’s local terrains.
This year's line-up features Aditya Rikhari, Kulte
Khan, Ravator, Faheem Abdullah, Arsalan
Nizami, Madhur Sharma, Ashok Maskeen,
Vaibhav Pani, Mohammad Faiz, Mame Khan,
Khwaab, Utpal Udit and Rekha Bhardwaj, a
powerful cross-section of artists who represent
very different corners of the country, different
musical inheritances, and very different
audiences.

Hyatt Announces Signing of Agreement

for Hyatt Place Ahmedabad Nikol

CHANDIGARH: Hyatt Hotels Corporation
(NYSE: H) today announced the signing of an
agreement for Hyatt Place Ahmedabad Nikol,
marking a significant milestone in Hyatt's
continued expansion in India. In development
by Golden Buildcon, this 140-key hotel will
offer a unique blend of comfort, style, and
modern amenities, further strengthening
Hyatt’s brand presence in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat’s administrative and commercial hub.
The hotel will feature a range of dining options
offering a variety of culinary experiences,
including a main restaurant and grab-and-go
market. The hotel will also include a 3,455-
square-foot (321-square-meter) ballroom,
along with several conference rooms and a
boardroom, providing ample space for
meetings and events. Guests will also enjoy a
fitness center and swimming pool, making it an
ideal choice for both business and leisure
travellers.

BHIM Payments App Announces
MS Dhoni as Brand Ambassador

SHIMLA : NPCI BHIM Services Limited (NBSL)
today announced the appointment of World
Cup-winning former Captain of the Indian Cricket
Team, Mahendra Singh Dhoni as the Brand
Ambassador for the BHIM Payments App, Bharat
Ka Apna Payments App. The partnership brings
together two names synonymous with trust,
consistency, and dependability, reflecting values
that resonate across generations and geographies.
As BHIM approaches a decade of enabling India’s
digital payments journey, this association marks a
strategic step in its next phase of growth focused
on scale, inclusion, and long-term user confidence.
Lalitha Nataraj, MD & CEO, NBSL said, ‘As digital
payments continue to scale in India, the next phase
of growth is about strengthening preferences and
deepening user confidence. With onboarding MS
Dhoni as our brand ambassador, our objective is to
position BHIM Payments App not just as a
payments option but as the preferred app for each
member in the Indian household. As BHIM
Payments App enters its next phase of growth.

vis India Launches ToolforTrade'to Strengthen
Mobilty Soutions forIndia's Agricuttural Ecosystem
Ludhiana : Avis India today announced the scaled
rollout of its “Tool for Trade’ offering. The move
aims to expand its managed mobility solutions
into India’s agriculture and rural markets and
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Amazon.in brings Al-powered festive shopping for Navratri, Gudi Padwa and Eid celebration

CHANDIGARH: As families across India prepare for Navratri, Gudi Padwa and Eid, Amazon.in is making festive shopping
effortless with thoughtfully curated selections and flexible delivery options. Whether customers need last-minute Pooja essentials
delivered in minutes through Amazon Now in parts of Delhi-NCR, Mumbai and Bengaluru, or prefer scheduled 2-hour slotted
delivery via Amazon Fresh or want the convenience of same-or-next-day delivery through Everyday Needs, Amazon.in brings
everything needed for festive celebrations to their doorstep. Customers can enjoy traditional fasting ingredients and premium dry
fruits to classic mithai and refreshing beverages, customers can explore festive favorites from popular brands such as Tata
Sampann, Farmley, GO DESi, Storia, Nutraj and more. For those seeking quick meal solutions during busy festive days, the
specially curated Ready-to-Eat Store offers up to 35% off on a wide range of convenient options. Al of this is supported by
Amazon's delivery network, with special offers for Prime members and added savings via Amazon Pay.

Megt Hayer tears apart Union Government in parfiament or completelyforget

Chandigarh/New Delhi:
Lok Sabha Member from
Sangrur Gurmeet Singh
Meet Hayer, while speaking
on Agricultural sector in
Parliament today, severely
castigated the Union
Government for completely
forgetting Punjab farmers in
the Agriculture budget and
said that the BJP hates the
people of Punjab to such an
extent that it did not even
mention Punjab with regard
to Agriculture sphere.

Demanding the
guarantee of MSP for
farmers and demanded
immediate release of Rs.
8500 Crore from Punjab's
Rural Development Fund
(RDF), Meet Hayer also
called for the immediate
cancellation of the anti-
farmer India-US trade
agreement.

The MP from Sangrur
said that two days were
allotted to speak on
Railways in Parliament but
only a short time was
allotted for discussion on
Agriculture, thus making
the intentions of the Union
Government quite clear.

The Agriculture budget
includes other states but
Punjab, which feeds the
entire country, has not

found mention even once
and thishasbeen the case for
the last 13 years. Punjab has
only 1.5 per cent of its area
but contributes 18 per cent to
the country's wheat pool and
12 per cent to the country's
ricepool.

Thus, Punjab lost its
fertile soil and groundwater
and not only this but due to
the use of fertilisers, Punjab
became a cancer home. The
border State had to pay a
heavy price for the Green

Revolution, said Meet
Hayer.

Carrying his attack
right into the ranks of
treasury benches, Meet
Hayer lashed out at the
Union Government and said
that the Union Government
hasrefused as well as utterly
failed to double the income
of farmers and guarantee
the minimum support price
of every crop. He said that to
take Punjab out of the wheat
and rice crop cycle, Punjab

should be given a special
package for crop
diversification.

Describing the India-
US trade agreement as an
anti farmer sell out, the Lok
Sabha Member divulged
that in the USA, farmers get
an average subsidy of Rs 27
lakh and in India, it is only
Rs.6,000. How can our
farmers compete like this?,
asked the MP and averred
that such an anti trade
agreement should be
cancelled. Raising the issue
of the Union Government's
anti-Punjab attitude, Meet
Hayer disclosed that the
Centre has deliberately
withheld Rs. 8500 Crore of
Punjab'sRDF share.

He further added that
due to the mistakes of the
previous Congress
Government, the then Chief
Minister of that
government, Captain
Amarinder Singh, is in the
BJP today. Why should the
current Punjab Government
should bear the cost of the
mistakes of the BJP leader,
questioned the Member of
Parliament also raising the
issue of the inadequate raise
in the commission of the
arhtiyas.

ing Punjab farmers in budg

IFCT’s Gala Runway: Ramp Walk Showcases
Fashion Students’ Designer Collections

MOHALI: The Institute of Fashion &
Communication Technology (IFCT)
successfully hosted its much-anticipated
IFCT Gala Runway 2026, a spectacular
fashion showcase where creativity met
conscience, as young fashion
designers from the Final Year B.Sc.
Programme at IFCT, used fashion as

a medium to express a heartfelt
prayer for world peace. The

evening’s most celebrated moment
came when the powerful collection
‘Black Swan’, inspired by the fragility
and resilience of humanity, was
awarded First Prize. The collection
conveyed the message that even in
times of darkness and conflict,
humanity must rise with grace,
compassion, and hope for peace.

Dr. Neha Miglani, Founder and
Director of IFCT, said: "Fashion is not
just about clothing; it is about
storytelling and social consciousness.
Through IFCT Gala Runway 2026,
our students sent a powerful
message that the youth of today
believes in harmony, empathy, and
world peace. | am immensely proud
that every detail of this show was
imagined and executed by our students."

The event brought together
emerging designers, student models,
choreographers, and creative teams
from IFCT’s campuses in Mohali and
Solan. The runway turned into a canvas
of ideas where 15 outstanding design
collections, created entirely by final-year

students, were presented before an
enthusiastic audience. A total of 65
students participated in the show,
contributing through designing,
modelling, choreography, styling,

backstage production, and creative
direction, making the event a true
celebration of collaborative learning.
Final-year student Ravneet Kaur,
one of the designers who showcased her
collection, shared: "This show was more
than a fashion presentation for us. Every
stitch, every accessory, and every step

on the ramp was our way of expressing
hope for a peaceful world."

Another participating designer,
Luxmi, added: "Working on the theme of
world peace made us think deeply about
the responsibility designers have.
Fashion can inspire people and spark
conversations about humanity and unity."

What made the show remarkable
was that it was conceptualized,
designed, and executed entirely by
students. From the initial ideation to the
final execution on the ramp; including
costumes, masks, headgear, jewellery,
styling, choreography, and stage
presentation; every element reflected the
passion, discipline, and imagination of
IFCT students.

With the success of IFCT Gala
Runway 2026, the institute once again
demonstrated that young designers are
not just shaping trends, they are shaping
ideas that can inspire a better and more
peaceful world.

Founded in 2023, IFCT has rapidly
emerged as the first industry-led fashion
school of the region. In just a short span,
the institute has grown to a strength of
over 250 students and has established
itself as one of the leading and most
affordable design schools in the region.
With programs in fashion design,
communication, media, interior design,
and makeup, IFCT continues to nurture
the next generation of creative
professionals through hands-on learning
and strong industry engagement.

House of Jolly Strengthens Its Legacy-Led Global Vision with
the Thoughtful Acquisition of Enrico Cassina and Omporro

GURUGRAM : India’s most enduring name in architectural hardware since 1944, marks a defining
chapter in its evolution with the considered expansion of its House of Brands. Staying true to its
philosophy quality through design, engineering and materials, Jolly has chosen to align with two
design-led brands- Enrico Cassina and Omporro- each selected for their shared values of
craftsmanship, longevity, materials and design integrity.

Founded in pre-independence India by Pt. Sh.
Jeetendra Nath Bhargava, Jolly has long believed
that hardware, though discreet, plays a defining role
inthe life and longevity of a space. From its early
mastery of precision hinges to building one of India’s
most comprehensive architectural hardware portfolios
today, the brand's journey has been guided not by

scale alone, but by engineering excellence and
enduring relevance. Under the leadership of the

current generation, Aditya and Akshay Bhargava, this

philosophy continues to inform every strategic

decision, including global brand acquisttion. “In an era

where rapid expansion and multiple tie-ups are
common, House of Jolly has taken a markedly
different path. Rather than pursuing numerous
interational associations, the brand has carefully

chosen to acquire only those names that mirror its
own legacy, depth of craft, and timeless approach to

design,” said Rajesh Bhargava, Director, House of
Jolly. This selective approach is reflected in the acquisition of Enrico Cassina, one of the world’s
oldest and most revered decorative hardware maisons (Estd. in 1850), with roots dating back to the
19th century. Renowned for its classic and neoclassical handles inspired by centuries of European
artand architecture, Enrico Cassina represents a shared reverence for heritage craftsmanship,
material mastery, and timeless aesthetics that can only be crafted in ltaly! Its presence under the
House of Jolly will introduce Indian consumers and designers to a refined global design language
that aligns naturally with Jolly’s own legacy-driven ethos.

Senior BIP leader Sanjay Tandon meets UT Administrator,
seeks industry-friendly reforms including free FAR increase

CHANDIGARH: Senior BJP leader Sanjay Tandon on Wednesday met Governor of Punjab
and Administrator, Chandigarh Gulab Chand Kataria at the UT Secretariat, Sector 9, in the
presence of senior officials including the Chief Secretary, Secretary to Governor, Secretaries
of Home, Finance, Sports and Education, and the Chief Engineer. During the meeting, Tandon
raised several key issues concerning industry, urban policy, and infrastructure development in
the city. Highlighting the need for industry-friendly reforms, Tandon strongly advocated for an
increase in Floor Area Ratio (FAR) without additional charges. He pointed out that neighboring

regions like Mohali and Panchkula have already implemented

similar measures free of cost.

He suggested that at least the increase from 0.75 to 1.5 FAR

should be provided without any charge, while any further increase

i could be considered at nominal rates.
Tandon also emphasized the need to recognize supplier and allied

units in industrial areas as part of the industrial ecosystem rather

‘ than categorizing them merely as traders.
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He noted that such businesses play a critical role in supporting
industries and should be granted appropriate permissions. The
administration is currently examining this proposal.

Raising concerns over the interpretation of Supreme Court orders

related to percentage-wise property sale, Tandon urged the
administration to review its current stance. He highlighted that alternative interpretations exist
and stressed the need for a balanced approach, noting that the number of dwelling units
continues to rise in practice despite restrictions. He informed that he would also seek legal
opinion on the matter. Another important issue discussed was the utilization of premises of
kerosene dealers. With kerosene no longer being used for household purposes, Tandon
suggested that these sites be repurposed for alternative uses such as CNG outlets or EV
charging stations. The administration indicated that proposals from oil companies could be
considered in this regard. The meeting also covered the proposal from the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) regarding the development of an indoor stadium and the use of five
school grounds for sports associations. The Governor directed officials to expedite the
process. Additionally, Tandon brought up the proposal from Skate Asia to host the Asian

Championship in Chandigarh in November 2027.

BHIM Payments App Announces
MS Dhoni as Brand Ambassador

CHANDIGARH: NPCI BHIM Services Limited
(NBSL) today announced the appointment of
World Cup-winning former Captain of the Indian
Cricket Team, Mahendra Singh Dhoni as the
Brand Ambassador for the BHIM Payments
App, Bharat Ka Apna Payments App. The
partnership brings together two names
synonymous with trust, consistency, and
dependability, reflecting values

that resonate across

generations and geographies.

As BHIM approaches a decade

of enabling India’s digital

payments journey, this

association marks a strategic

step in its next phase of growth

focused on scale, inclusion, and

long-term user confidence.

The association reflects a

natural alignment of ethos and

journey. BHIM Payments App

delivers secure digital payments

built on NPCI’s robust

support the fast moving needs of the agricuft

led industries and allied rural enterprises across
key markets in the country. ‘Tool for Trade’ is
designed for organisations operating across
different landscapes like urban, semi-urban, and
rural, including agri-input companies, farm
machinery manufacturers, seed and fertiliser
companies, chemical firms, and field sales and
service teams. The offering provides
professionally managed vehicle solutions to make
sure reliable, uninterrupted movement for on-
ground performance. The initiative is being
launched across major agricultural-led states like
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Odisha,
Telangana, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat and
Rajasthan.These states are the major hubs for
farm equipment, agri-input distribution, fertiliser
and seed operations, and rural channel networks.

Bani Nirankar app crosses 1 million

downloads worldwide
CHANDIGARH: The Bani Nirankar app has
hieved a major mil by surpassing 1

million downloads globally, emerging as one of
the most trusted Gurbani platforms for users
across all age groups. Built with a public-first
approach, the app combines simplicity,
authenticity and modern technology to make
Gurbani accessible anytime and anywhere.
The platform offers a wide range of features
suited to modern lifestyles, including offline
access, high-quality audio streaming, live
Gurdwara connectivity, personalised path
alarms and podcasts catering to all
generations. It also enables Raagi Sahiban to
go live directly, creating an interactive and
spiritually enriching experience for users.

The app’s growing popularity is reflected in
positive user feedback, with many
appreciating its clean interface, accurate
Gurbani presentation and ease of use.

, while Mahendra Singh Dhoni is
recognised for composure, discipline, and
delivering under pressure. Both have grown
from strong foundations to serve India at scale,
with Dhoni rising from a small town to national
leadership and BHIM evolving from a pioneering
payments interface to a platform used across
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the country, making the partnership a credible
extension of what each represents.
Speaking on the development, Lalitha Nataraj,
MD & CEO, NBSL said, As digital payments
continue to scale in India, the next phase of
growth is about strengthening preferences and
deepening user confidence. With onboarding
MS Dhoni as our brand ambassador, our
objective is to position BHIM
Payments App not just as a
payments option but as the
preferred app for each member
in the Indian household. As
BHIM Payments App enters its
next phase of growth, trust
remains at the centre of
everything we do. Dhoni
represents that same trust, built
over time. That is why this
partnership feels inevitable.”
Mahendra Singh Dhoni said,
“Over the years, | have always
believed in keeping things
simple and staying clear in approach. What
stood out to me about BHIM is its focus on
making digital payments straightforward and
accessible to people across the country. As
India continues to move towards greater digital
adoption, it is important that users feel
comfortable and confident while transacting.

Newstone & TDI Infracorp hosted
Community Meditation

SONIPAT: Newstone & TDI Infracorp, in
collaboration with the Brahma Kumaris,
organized a Samuhik Dhyan (collective
meditation) and "Om Shanti Raas Sandhya"
at at TDI Lake Grove Township Sonipat,

bringing together residents, members of the
corporate and business community, and
spiritual practitioners for an evening
dedicated to mindfulness and inner peace.
The event aimed to encourage balanced
living and mental well-being through
spiritual engagement and community
participation. The program commenced with
a guided Rajyoga meditation session
conducted by Brahma Kumaris

representatives, allowing attendees to
experience moments of calm and reflection
amid their daily routines. On this occasion,
BK Sister Santosh, Director of Brahma
Kumaris from Saint Petersburg, Russia,
addressed the gathering and spoke
about the global relevance of Rajyoga
Meditation and its role in maintaining
mental peace in today's fast-paced
world. She was joined by BK Sister
Pooja, Centre Incharge of Brahma
Kumaris Lake Grove Centre, who
conducted the meditation session and
welcomed the participants.

The evening concluded with a
spiritually uplifting Om Shanti Raas,
leaving attendees with a sense of calm,
positivity, and renewed energy. The evening
also featured the "Om Shanti Raas"
segment, which created a serene and
devotional atmosphere for attendees. The
initiative aimed to foster a sense of
togetherness within the community while
highlighting the role of spirituality in
enhancing overall well-being.

Godrej Consumer Products Named World's No.1 in Personal
Products Sector on Dow Jones Best-in-Class Indices 2025

CHANDIGARH : Godrej Consumer
Products Limited (GCPL), a leading
emerging markets FMCG company has
been ranked #1 globally in the personal
products category on the Dow Jones
Best-in-Class Indices 2025, marking the
first time the company has secured the
top position on the globally respected
benchmark. GCPL secured a score of 89
out of 100 in the Personal Products
category in S&P Global’s Corporate
Sustainability Assessment (CSA), which
evaluated more than 9200+ companies
globally, placing it among the world’s
leading personal product companies on
environmental, social and governance
(ESG) performance. The recognition
reflects the company’s consistent
progress across key sustainability
priorities. Within the personal products
sector, the Dow Jones Best-in-Class
Indicesevaluates a wide range of criteria
— from emission reductions to raw
material sourcing, product disposal,
packaging management, water
management, sustainable sourcing,

labour practices and many more.In
addition to the top ranking, S&P Global
has recognised GCPL for completing 10
years of active participation in the
Corporate Sustainability Assessment
(CSA). This milestone reflects a decade-
long commitment to transparency,
continuous improvement and leadership
in embedding sustainability into core
business strategy. Commenting on the
achievement, Sudhir Sitapati, Managing
Director & CEO, Godrej Consumer
Products Limited, said, “Being ranked #1
globally on the Dow Jones Best-in-Class
Indices is a defining milestone for GCPL
and a moment of immense pride for all of
us. Sustainability is deeply embedded in
our purpose of bringing the goodness of
health and beauty to consumers in
emerging markets. Our focus on creating
value for people and the planet alongside
profit shapes how we build our brands,
design our products and run our
operations. This recognition reflects the
progress we have made in areas such as
greener products, water positivity.

Audi strengthens Q range in India,
launches the performance-focused Audi Sq8

CHANDIGARH: Audi, the German luxury car manufacturer, today launched the new Audi
SQ8 in India, exemplifying balanced performance and precision engineering. The Audi
SQ8 occupies a singular position in the Audi Q8 line-up - blending commanding presence,
exhilarating performance and everyday practicality in a single, highly versatile package.

The Audi SQ8 is available
in India at an introductory
price of INR 1,77,72,000
(ex-showroom). It comes
with a 10-year
complimentary Roadside
Assistance, along with
attractive comprehensive
maintenance and service
packages.

Mr. Balbir Singh Dhillon,
Brand Director, Audi
India, said, “The Audi
SQ8 strengthens our
high-performance SUV

line-up in India by offering a compelling balance of power, everyday usability and genuine,
visceral performance. It is designed for customers who want a versatile luxury SUV that
can be effortlessly comfortable during the week and truly exciting on the weekend. We are
seeing growing enthusiasm for performance cars across India, particularly among our
discerning, younger clientele, and the Audi SQ8 is a natural extension of our commitment
to bringing the brand’s finest performance heritage to the Indian market.”
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§2-Year-0ld Male with Acute Brain Hemorrhage successfull
tevived via minimally invasive procedure at Fortis Jalandhar

JALANDHAR: In a remarkable life-saving
intervention, doctors at Fortis Hospital
Jalandhar successfully revived a 52-year-old
man, who had suffered an acute brain
haemorrhageusing a minimally invasive

endovascular procedure. The team of
doctors led by Dr. Trimaan Singh Sikand,
Consultant, Interventional Neurology, Fortis
Hospital, Jalandhar promptly treated the
patient, and he was discharged in a stable
condition within 5 days. The patient was

rushed to the emergency department of the
hospital after experiencing sudden, severe
headache along with weakness on the left
side of his body. An immediate CT scan
confirmed the presence of an acute brain
haemorrhage. Recognising the gravity of
the condition, the hospital's
Interventional Neurology team acted
without delay. Further tests using
angiography and 3D imaging showed a
weak, balloon-like bulge in a blood
vessel supplying the brain, located on
the right side. To prevent further bleeding
and stabilize the patient, the team
performed an overnight minimally
invasive endovascular stent-assisted
coiling procedure, avoiding the need for
open brain surgery. Thanks to the timely
intervention and coordinated round-the-
clock efforts of the medical team, the
patient began showing signs of
improvement the very next morning and

POCO Introduces the POCO X8 Pro Series,
Pushing Next-Gen Performance to the
Max- regional dissemination

LUDHIANA : POCO, one of India’s leading
consumer technology brands, today
launched the POCO X8 Pro Series, featuring
the POCO X8 Pro Max, POCO X8 Pro, and
the special edition POCO X8 Pro — Iron Man
Edition. Marking the next evolution of the X
Series, the new lineup combines flagship-
level performance, long-lasting battery life,
immersive entertainment, and premium
design, delivering a well-rounded experience
for performance-focused users.Powering the
series is next-generation chipset innovation
built for real-world speed and efficiency. The
POCO X8 Pro Max debuts in India as the
first smartphone powered by the Dimensity
9500s chipset, built on a 3nm architecture
and delivering an AnTuTu score of over 3
million. Paired with LPDDR5X Ultra RAM and
UFS 4.1 storage, it enables faster
multitasking, seamless app switching, and
smooth content consumption. The POCO X8
Pro, powered by the Dimensity 8500-Ultra
platform, delivers enhanced graphics

made a complete recovery within five

days. Giving details of the case, Dr.
Trimaan Singh Sikand, Consultant,
Interventional Neurology, Fortis Hospital,
Jalandhar said, “This was an extremely
complex blood clot located in a very small
brain vessel.

performance and efficiency. Both devices
support up to 120FPS gameplay across
popular mobile titles, ensuring a smooth and
responsive gaming experience.To sustain
performance under demanding usage, the
series incorporates advanced cooling
systems.
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Traders' Commission Listens to
Concerns of Traders in Kharar
and Majri

SAS Nagar: The Punjab State Traders’
Commission today held a meeting with traders
from Kharar and Majri at Karoran to address their
grievances and concerns. The Commission gave
a patient hearing to the issues raised by
members of the trading community and assured
that all matters would be resolved within a
stipulated period of one month. Reiterating the
firm commitment of the Government led by Chief
Minister S. Bhagwant Singh Mann, the
Commission emphasized ensuring a smooth and
business-friendly environment across the state.
Chairman of the District Level Traders’
Commission, S. Raniit Pal Singh, along with
Vice Chairman S. Tarlochan Singh and
Kharar Constituency Chairman S. Yashpal
Bansal, were present during the interaction.
They assured the traders that all the
concerns raised during the meeting would be
addressed in a time-bound manner. The
representatives further stated that the Traders’
Commission will now function in a structured
manner from the constituency level to the district
and state levels, ensuring that issues of traders
are identified and resolved right from the
grassroots level.

Pau and Pameti organize women
in agriculture conclave 2026

LUDHIANA: The AICRP- WIA Project of College
of Community Science, Punjab Agricultural
University (PAU) unit, successfully organized an
entrepreneurship promotion event in collaboration
with Punjab Agricultural Management and
Extension Training Institute (PAMETI) to
encourage rural entrepreneurship and value-
added agri-business initiatives. The event
featured 21 stalls by first-time entrepreneurs, who
showcased a variety of products including
handmade candles, resin art, soaps, traditional
food items, beverages, and other value-added
products. The initiative provided participants with
an opportunity to interact with visitors, receive
feedback, and promote their businesses. The
event was graced by the Dr Neeru Katyal Gupta,
Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana,
who in her address, appreciated the efforts of
PAMETI and AICRP in empowering rural youth
and women through entrepreneurship
development programs.
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Governor calls for ensuring social welfare schemes

reach every ci

CHANDIGARH. The Department of
Social Welfare, Women & Child
Development, Chandigarh, in
collaboration with the Social Welfare
Advisory Committee, organised the
‘Aapki Yojana-Aapke Dwar’
programme today at Tagore Theatre,
Sector-18, to spread awareness
about welfare schemes and ensure
effective outreach to citizens. The
Governor of Punjab and
Administrator, UT Chandigarh, Shri
Gulab Chand Kataria, attended as
Chief Guest, while Shri Satya Pal
Jain, Chairperson of the
Administrator’s Social Welfare
Standing Committee, was the Guest
of Honour.

In his address, the
Administrator emphasised that the
strength of a democratic society lies
in uplifting its most vulnerable
sections and reiterated the
Administration’s commitment to
inclusive development. Highlighting
initiatives for empowerment of
women, protection of children, social
security of senior citizens and
support for divyangjans, he said
these schemes promote dignity, self-
reliance and equal opportunities. He
also underscored youth awareness
efforts, including anti-drug
campaigns, and called for active
public participation to ensure welfare

Vande Mataram Resonates as Shri Ram Katha

Be

AJAY MALHOTRA

ins with Devotional Fervour in Bassi Pathana

FATEHGARH SAHIB: The atmosphere at the local Aggarwal Dharamshala turned
devotional and patriotic as the second Shri Ram Katha organised by the Shri Ram Leela
Committee, Bassi Pathana, commenced with loud chants of 'Vande Mataram'. The grand
event began under the presidentship of Ajay Singla and witnessed an impressive gathering
of devotees. Renowned spiritual preacher Sachidanand Chetan Saraswati Ji Maharaj (Babbli
Bhagat) and Brahmin Samaj Sewa Sangathan President Shri Dushyant Shukla graced the
occasion as chief guests, praising the organisers for their committed efforts in nurturing
cultural and spiritual traditions. The Katha was initiated by acclaimed narrator Shri Satish
Kaushik Ji from Vrindavan Dham, who opened the ceremony with powerful chants of 'Vande
Mataram'. In his soulful address, he highlighted how certain political elements today oppose
the nation merely for personal gains. He emphasised that without love and respect for the
motherland, even religious gatherings lose their meaning.

“If the nation is strong, Sanatan Dharma will naturally remain strong,” he asserted, urging

people to uphold unity and patriotism.

Chief guest Dushyant Shukla congratulated the entire organising committee for
arranging such a magpnificent spiritual celebration and appreciated their dedication

toward preserving cultural values.

“Taj Punjab’ poster unvelled in Chandigarh, film promises rich cultural narrative

CHANDIGARH: The much-anticipated
Punjabi film Taj Punjab officially commenced
its journey with the grand unveiling of its
poster at the Press Club, Chandigarh,
marking a significant moment for the film’s
team and the regional film industry. The event
witnessed the presence of media
professionals, industry insiders, and creative
contributors, all gathered to celebrate the
launch of a project that promises to
showcase the rich heritage of Punjab. The
poster reveal created an immediate buzz,
offering a powerful visual introduction to the
film’s theme. With striking imagery and
symbolic depth, the poster reflects the
essence of Punjab’s history, pride, and
cultural legacy. It sets the tone for a narrative
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that is expected to blend emotion, history, and
cinematic grandeur. At the center of this

benefits reach genuine beneficiaries
and contribute to the vision of “Viksit
Bharat” by 2047.

Addressing the gathering, Shri
Satya Pal Jain appreciated the
Department'’s efforts and highlighted
initiatives such as 331,000
assistance under the Shagun
Scheme, progress on Majdoor
Bhawan, evening OPDs at GMSH-
16, proposals for pension
enhancement and planning for a new
Senior Citizen Home in Sector-49. He
said that the purpose of the
conference is to take these beneficial
schemes to the most needed
sections of society.

(ongress protested n front of AAP MLAS'houses,
demanded 4 yars worthof 43000 s ofwomen

ANIL VERMA
BATHINDA: During the assembly elections, the AAP supremo and the Chief Minister
promised to give women Rs 1,000 per month, but the Rs 48,000 that would be made in 4
years was not put into the accounts of each woman in this budget. But now, considering the
election year, misleading propaganda is being spread again by announcing a monthly salary
of Rs. 1,000 to 15 Scheduled Caste women. While there is still no hope from the government

for women to get access to financial resources.
instructions of Punjab Congress President Amarinder Singh Raja Warring. On the
instructions of the Congress to protest in front of the houses of AAP MLAs, a women and

children’s group led by District President Rajan

Jagroop Singh Gill today. A large gathering of Congressmen gathered and demanded Rs
48,000 from the Mann government for the four-year arrears of women A large number of
women, office bearers and workers of the Women's Congress were present on this occasion.
Addressing the gathering, Rajan Garg said that the government had guaranteed to give Rs
1,000 per month to women during the elections, but now the dues of 4 years have not been
deposited in 48,000 accounts. Which reveals the government's double-dealing policy and
women have been betrayed in a big way. On this occasion, District Vice President Rupinder
Bindra, District President Mahila Congress Ramesh Rani, Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee General Secretary Advocate Amandeep Kaur Bajwa, Amrita Gill, Jasvir Kaur,
Sonia Rani, Gurdeep Kaur, Baljit Kaur, Mamta Rani Councilor, Jasvir Kaur, Sukhdev Singh
Sukha MC, Harvinder Singh Laddu, Sunil Kumar Chairman, Balvir Singh Youth Leader,
Jarnail Singh, Roop Singh, Sunny Brar, Hari Om Kapoor, Kartar Mehra, Jagmeet Singh, Baljit
Singh along with a large number of Congress leaders and workers were present.

ambitious project is Vir Sachin, the writer and
director of Taj Punjab, whose vision drives the
film forward. Known for his passion for
storytelling, Sachin has conceptualized a
narrative that not only highlights Punjab’s
glorious past but also connects with
contemporary audiences. His dual role
ensures a cohesive creative direction,
bringing authenticity and depth to the film.
Speaking at the launch event, Vir Sachin
shared his inspiration behind Taj Punjab,
emphasizing the importance of preserving
and presenting Punjab’s historical identity
through cinema. He highlighted the extensive
research and dedication that has gone into
developing the storyline, aiming to deliver a

film that resonates emotionally while
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Sh. Davesh Moudgil former
Mayor of Chandigarh said that we
should strive for taking these
schemes to the man who is standing
lastin row.

The initiative focuses on
doorstep delivery of schemes and
improved accessibility. Out of
Chandigarh’s population of about
10.5 lakh, the Department caters to
nearly 4.7 lakh women, 1.17 lakh
children, over 72,000 senior citizens
and around 15,000 persons with
disabilities through a strong
institutional network of 450
Anganwadi Centres and Creches, 14
Child Care Institutions, One Stop

These allegations were made today on the

Garg protested in front of the house of MLA

maintaining historical relevance. The event
also provided glimpses into the scale of the
production. The film is set to be shot
across various locations in Punjab as
well as internationally in the United
Kingdom, adding a global dimension to
its narrative. While one of the key cast
members has been revealed, the makers
have chosen to keep the rest of the cast
under wraps, building anticipation among
audiences. Members of the media
appreciated the poster’s impactful design
and the vision shared by the filmmaker.
The atmosphere at the Press Club
reflected optimism and excitement, with
many acknowledging the film’s potential
to make a strong mark in Punjabi cinema.
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Centre-Shakti Sadan, working
women hostels, senior citizen homes
and facilities such as PRAYAAS.
Initiatives like the Digital Library
“NETRA’" and POSHAN Amrit Van
were also highlighted.
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Any obscenity that hurts culture, values

should not be promoted: Ravi Kishan

ctor and Lok Sabha MP
RaviKishan condemned
the alleged obscenity in
the lyrics of the recently
released song 'Sarke
Chunar', saying that such songs
should not be "promoted" in society.
While talking to ANI on Tuesday,
Kishan shared an example of the
Dhurandhar calling it a film which
"generated revenue worth thou-
sands of crores" without adding any
obscenity. "Any obscenity that
hurts culture and values should not
be promoted. Now, filmmakers
should also consider films like
"Dhurandhar,” which can generate
revenue worth thousands of crores
without adding anything. Such
things should not be introduced
into this country for business, to
promote a song, or to hype a film.
This is not a good idea. I oppose it,"
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) lead-
er Ravi Kishan said. Nortably, the
Karnataka State Women Commis-
sion urges the Central Board of
Film Certification (CBFC) to take
"strict action" against allowing the
obscene lyrics that feature the "de-
rogatory portrayal of women" in
films.In a letter to the Regional Di-
rector of CBFC, the State Commis-
sion of Women in Karnataka has
raised serious concerns over the
use of derogatory and obscene lyr-
ics in the song 'Sarke Chunar Teri
Sarke' in the film 'KD: The Devil'.
"Based on complaints received

from the public by the Women's
Commission, it has come to the no-
tice of the Commission that lyrics
that are derogatory to the dignity of
women are being used in the songs
of some films that are under pro-

duction and are currently being
promoted (e.g. "KD-The Devil")," the
letter read.Acting on public com-
plaints, the Commission has high-
lighted that such content violates
film certification guidelines, lead-

sary action before
granting certifica-
tion."Therefore, it is
hereby requested that
such objectionable lyr-
ics and scenes be thor-
oughly checked and
the film crew be direct-
ed to delete/excise or
modify them before is-
suing a certificate to
the said films. It is
hereby advised to take
strict action against al-
lowing illegal and ob-
scene lyrics," conclud-
ed the letter. The State
Commission of Women
also wrote a letter to
the Karnataka Film
Chamber of Commerce

ing to a negative impact on

the "safety and social
well-being of women."It
continued, "According to
the film certification guide-
lines, any scene or lyrics
that denigrate or obscenely
portray women are subject
to censorship. The public
dissemination of such
provocative lines is having
anegative impact on the safety and
social well-being of women. It is
also a violation of the constitutional
right to the dignity of women."The
Karnataka State Commission also
called for strict scrutiny and neces-

(KFCC) regarding the
control of the "use of obscene litera-
ture and dialogues that degrade the
dignity of women in films.""In re-
cent times, there have been strong
objections in the public sphere re-
garding the lyrics of some Kannada
films, especially the song 'Sarsay
Sarsay...' from the film 'KD: The
Devil'. Such lyrics are not only vul-
gar but also create misconceptions
about women in society," read the
letter.It also urged the Film Cham-
ber of Commerce to take immediate
action by directing film crews to
avoid offensive content and to ban
songs that disregard social respon-
sibility and the dignity of women.

“It Was Over Two Pages Long” — Manasi Joshi
Roy on Delivering Lakshmi Niwas' Intense

Monologue in One Take

CHANDIGARH: Zee TV's Lakshmi Niwas continues to strike an emotional chord
with audiences through its heartfelt portrayal of middle-class family dynamics,

dreams, and the quiet resilience that holds relationships together. As the story un-
folds, viewers witness deeper emotional layers in the characters, especially in
Lakshmi, played by the versatile Manasi Joshi Roy.

khareed lijiye": Aksha

In a recent episode, Lakshmi delivered a powerful, emotionally charged mono-
logue that has quickly become one of the show's most talked-about moments.
What makes the scene even
more remarkable is that Manasi
Joshi Roy performed the entire
monologue, which runs for ap-
proximately 3 minutes and 29
seconds, in a single take, captur-
ing the raw intensity of the mo-
ment without any breaks.

The scene has resonated strong-
ly with viewers, with many taking
to social media to praise the per-
formance. Fans have been calling
it one of the most impactful scenes in the show so far, appreciating the depth and
authenticity Manasi brought to Lakshmi’s emotions.

Talking about the experience, Manasi Joshi Roy shared, “This monologue was a
deeply satisfying experience for me as an actor. It was over two pages long, and |
spent two days immersing myself in the lines and the emotional journey behind
them. When we finally shot it, | performed it in a single take, both for the master
and the close-up, which is truly exhilarating for an actor. | must mention our amaz-
ingly talented dialogue writer Sneha Desai, who crafted the monologue with such
honesty and depth. When the writing is that powerful, it gives an actor the wings
to truly fly.”

With its emotionally rich storytelling and a strong ensemble cast featuring Manasi
Joshi Roy, Rajendra Chawla’s Lakshmi Niwas continues to explore the complexi-
ties of relationships, dreams, and the strength of family bonds.

Tune in to Lakshmi Niwas to watch the story unfold every Monday
to Friday at 7 PM, only on Zee TV!

ollywood star Akshay Ku-
B mar briefly touched on the

LPG supply constraints
faced by the country due to the
West Asia crisis, saying that his
wife Twinkle Khanna has ordered
"two induction stoves".Speaking to
the media, Akshay clarified that
there is currently no shortage of
LPG at his home. "My wife day be-
fore yesterday only..see abhi tak to
nahi hai problem koi. Lekin what
is that another oven which has
come, induction kind of a thing,
toh do kharide. Toh aap bhi kha-
reed lijiye...my wife has ordered
it, abhi ghar tak pahuche hai ki
nahi ye nahi pata.."(My wife just
the day before yesterday... see,
there is no problem so far. But that
new oven, the induction kind, she
bought two of them. You can buy
one too... I don't know if they have
reached home yet.).Akshay was
present at the Mumbai Clean
League, a city-wide cleanliness
competition organised by the Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Corpora-

tion (BMC), on Tuesday.

Union Minister of State for Pe-
troleum and Natural Gas Suresh
Gopi said on Monday that the gov-
ernment is making all efforts to
ensure that global energy supply
constraints do not affect the com-
mon man.The minister said there
is no critical issue with LPG. "We
are alsofinding alternative means.
Why is the opposition not thinking
about enthusing whichever party
has the upper hand in such states?
They should talk to the contingent
who is looking after the food care
of the people. They can propose al-
ternative methods...We are trying
to overcome that criticality in the
situation due to a West Asian is-
sue. You know how the Hormuz is
favouring us. Let us wait to see
fruitful results," Suresh Gopi told
reporters.The government has
said that LPG supply continues to
be monitored in view of the pre-
vailing geopolitical situation, and
domestic LPG production has in-
creased by 36 per cent.

b

"My wife day before yesterday...
do induction kharide, toh aap bhi

Kumar

COLORS'stars share heartwarming Gudi Padwa memories

CHANDIGARH: Tejasswi Prakash,
from ‘Laughter Chefs Unlimited En-
tertainment’, shares, “Gudi Padwa is
the heartbeat of a Maharashtrian
household; it’s that one sacred day
when the world slows down for my
family, and my 25-year-old home
comes alive with the aroma of my
mother’s cooking and a flood of nos-
talgia. Our morning rituals begin
with festive music, followed by my
parents stepping onto the balcony to
hoist the Gudi. Every year, tying that
bright silk cloth and neem leaves
feels like a powerful promise of a
fresh chapter. This year, thanks to
my ongoing stint with Laughter
Chefs, I'm bringing a dash of Chef
Harpal-style innovation to the cele-
bration. The menu is unapologetical-
ly Maharashtrian and made entirely
from scratch - Masale Bhaat, Kothim-
bir Vadi, and my ultimate weakness,
Shrikhand Puri. It’'s a full-blown,
soul-satisfying feast shared with the
people I love most and a chance to
walk Karan (Kundrra) through how
this beautiful festival is celebrated
yet again. Here's wishing everyone
laughter, soul-food, prosperity and
new beginnings!”

Sneha Wagh, who plays Vidya in
COLORS’ ‘Mahadev & Sons’ shares,
“The magic of Gudi Padwa, for me, as
a child, was about waiting to savour
the feast my mother would prepare.
Padwa has always felt like the uni-
verse’s way of pressing the reset but-
ton. One childhood tradition I re-
member is waiting for neighbours to
finally take down the sugar-coated
chip garlands from their Gudis, so I
could happily sneak a taste of those
sweet rewards. Those little moments
of anticipation, joy, and togetherness
are what made the festival magical.
Now this sacred day is all about pray-
ing for a successful year ahead, dis-
tributing sweets, and reconnecting

with relatives and friends. Much like
thisfestival, Mahadev & Sons reflects
the beauty of new beginnings. Just as
we hoist the Gudi to welcome a fresh
year, the characters on the show are
constantly navigating the messy,
heartfelt evolution of family bonds. It
mirrors the nature of life - every un-
expected turn and every challenge is
an invitation to grow, to heal, and to
rediscover meaning in the relation-
ships that shape us. May we welcome
the fresh chapter with faith and grat-
itude! Happy Gudi Padwa!”
Nishigandha Wad, who essays
the role of Radha in COLORS’ ‘Ma-
hadev & Sons’, shares, “I still carry
the memories of our elders narrating
stories as we raised the Gudi; they
were stories about good triumphing
over evil and life always finding a
way forward. One tradition that is
special in our home is eating neem
leaves with jaggery. As children, our
elders would patiently explain the
wisdom behind it - that it’s a literal

taste of life itself. The coming year,
they’d say, will be a mix of bitterness
and sweetness, challenges and joy.
You can’t have one without the other,
and learning to accept both is what
prepares you for the journey ahead. I
see so much of this spirit reflected in
Mahadev & Sons. The show cele-
brates family, traditions, and values
that hold people together, especially
during difficult times. Just like in
real life, there are ups and downs, but
the real strength lies in standing to-
gether and facing everything with
positivity. As Radha, the eldest in the
family, it is her responsibility to re-
mind the younger ones to stay hope-
ful and united, no matter what chal-
lenges come their way. I hope every-
one has that support at home and
may this new year be about exciting
possibilities! Happy Gudi Padwa!”
Ankita Lokhande, from ‘Laugh-
ter Chefs Unlimited Entertainment’,
shares, “Every Gudi Padwa begins as
amemory for me long before it turns

into a celebration. I still remember
waking up to a house already buzzing
with festive energy, the smell of
shrikhand puri drifting in from the
kitchen. Growing up in Indore in a
Marathi household, this festival is
about starting anew, eating home-
cooked delicacies, hoisting the Gudi
and reconnecting with relative and
friends. Every year, Papa and my
brother Arpan would hoist the Gudi
together. After my father's demise,
Vicky carries the tradition forward
so beautifully and that continuity
means a lot to me. It's a treat to cele-
brate this special day distributing
sweets to our Laughter Chefs Unlim-
ited Entertainment family that
knows how to bring in the festive fer-
vour. Celebrations are never about
the noise or scale - they’re about who
you celebrate with. May you all have
that and more this new year. Gudi
Padwyachya khup khup shubhechha
saglyanna.”

Mansi Salvi, who essays the role

of Bhanu in COLORS’ ‘Mahadev &
Sons’, shares, “This year, the Marathi
New Year feels like the stars have
aligned for my family, as the vibrant
energy of Gudi Padwa coincides with
my daughter Omisha’s birthday. It’s
a double celebration with the joy and
the gratitude we feel as we raise the
Gudi. My heart always leads me
back to my parents’ home for the
pooja, a tradition that’s special and
nostalgic. Seeing the doorway
transformed by fresh mango leaves
and bright marigold torans is an ab-
solute delight. And honestly, the
celebration feels official once the
Shrikhand Puri hits the table; it’s
been the delicious, golden constant
of our Gudi Padwa for as long as I
can remember. The greatest gift I
treasure this new year is the love
that I'm getting as Bhanu Bajpai in
Mahadev & Sons. There is so much
for the audiences to look forward to
in this family drama waiting to drop
quite a few explosive twists. As we
taste the neem and jaggery, let's re-
member to embrace both the chal-
lenges and the triumphs with a smile.
Happy Gudi Padwa to you and your
family!”

Parth Samthaan playing the role
of Mahid in Seher Hone Ko Hai
shares, “Gudi Padwa has always
been a very special festival for me
growing up in a Maharashtrian fam-
ily. I have such fond memories of
waking up early, watching my moth-
er prepare the gudi outside our home,
and the whole house filled with fes-
tive energy. My mother would make
traditional food, and it was always a
day spent with family, laughter and
the feeling of a new beginning. Even
today, whenever Gudi Padwa comes
around, it instantly takes me back to
those childhood moments and re-
minds me to pause and appreciate
where I come from.

Karan Aujla's P-Pop Culture India
Tour in Chandigarh turns into a Lay's
ke liye Kuch Bhi Celebration

CHANDIGARH: Chandigarh witnessed an electrifying evening as music sensa-
tion Karan Aujla took the stage as part of the P-Pop Culture India Tour, with fans
turning up in large numbers to celebrate the music and the moment. Adding to
the excitement was Lay's, which brought fans closer to the experience through
its ongoing "Lay's Ke Liye
Kuchh Bhi" campaign. In
the lead-up to the concert,
Lay's invited creators and
fans to show just how far
they would go for their fa-
vourite snack, with partici-
pants sharing their playful
and cheeky takes on the
campaign theme. The chal-
lenge saw strong participa-
tion from creators across
social media, with selected
winners getting the chance to attend the much-anticipated concert in Chandi-
garh. Lay's dialled up the excitement at the concert with immersive fan experi-
ences throughout the venue. Just before Karan Aujla's much-anticipated entry
on stage, Lay's lit up the Chandigarh skyline with a striking drone show, unveil-
ing the brand's refreshed identity and setting the tone for an unforgettable night.
At Lay's booths across the venue, fans joined in the fun with a Spin the Wheel
experience inspired by the “Lay’s Ke Liye Kuchh Bhi" spirit, winning their favour-
ite pack of Lay's and returning to the electrifying concert atmosphere.

Lay's refreshed brand identity in India is part of the brand's largest global re-
fresh in nearly 100 years. Rooted in agriculture and finest, farm-grown potatoes,
Lay's new visual identity sets the stage for the brand's next era, reflecting evolv-
ing consumer preference. Updated packaging with clearer cues such as "Made
with Finest Potatoes"” reinforces Lay's longstanding commitment to ingredient
quality while retaining the flavours consumers know and love. With the crowd
singing along to Karan Aujla's biggest hits and fans celebrating the moment to-
gether, the evening stood as a reminder that when it comes to experiences,
they love, people are truly willing to do “Lay's Ke Liye Kuch Bhi."

From Iftaar on set to festive feasts: Zee TV
stars talk about their Eid celebrations

CHANDIGARH: As the holy month of =77
Ramzan comes to an end, Eid-al-Fitr
arrives as a celebration of faith, grati-
tude and togetherness. It is a time
when people embrace the spirit of
generosity, reconnect with loved ones
and rejoice in the blessings that the
festival brings. From offering prayers
and preparing festive delicacies to ex-
changing warm wishes and gifts, Eid
fills homes with joy and positivity.
Marking this beautiful occasion, Zee
TV actors including Farman Haider
from Jagadhatri, Sheizaan Khan from
Ganga Mai Ki Betiyan, Nasirr Khan
from Tumm Se Tumm Tak and Ayushi
Khurana from Jaane Anjaane Hum
Mile shared what makes the festival
special for them and how they plan to
celebrate this joyous day. Farman
Haider who plays the role of Shivaay
in Jagadhatri said, “Honestly, fasting during Ramadan can be physically de-
manding, especially during long shooting hours under lights. There are mo-
ments when your energy dips, but | believe roza gives me inner strength and
mental clarity. Performing dialogues or action scenes while fasting becomes
more about focus and intention. When your intention is strong, your body ad-
justs. It's challenging, but it's also spiritually empowering. My day starts with
Sehri before sunrise. | keep it simple and healthy protein smoothie, sometimes
curd with rice and water. Then | head to the set and continue my shoot as usu-
al. At Iftaar time, if I'm on set, we usually take a short break. | break my fast with
dates and water first, following the Sunnah, then have something light like fruits
or snacks. After that, once the shoot allows, | eat a proper meal. | try to keep it
balanced and not too heavy so | can continue working comfortably. Sometimes
| carry home-cooked food, especially if | want to maintain a specific diet. Other-
wise, the production team is very supportive and arranges food on set. During
Ramadan, everyone is quite considerate and makes sure things are comforta-
ble. Ramadan is a month of discipline, gratitude, and self-reflection. It teaches
patience and emotional control. Every year, fasting reminds me to slow down
and reconnect with my faith and my inner self. It makes me more grateful for the
smallest blessings even a sip of water feels special. Spiritually and mentally, it
resets me. The atmosphere is always very warm and respectful. Even those
who are not fasting wait or sit together during Iftaar time. There’s a beautiful
sense of unity. For those few minutes, work pauses and humanity feels more
important than deadlines. It's a very emotional and beautiful feeling. Sharing If-
taar brings people closer. There's a sense of togetherness and peace. No mat-
ter how hectic the day has been, those few moments feel calm and blessed. It
feels like family.”

Sheizaan Khan who plays the role of Siddhu in Ganga Mai Ki Betiyan said, “Eid
has always been a festival that reminds me of the importance of family, togeth-
emess and gratitude. | am shooting for Ganga Mai Ki Betiyan, so I'm away from
my family, and honestly, this is the time when | miss them the most. Eid at home
is always filled with warmth, starting the day with prayers, enjoying my mother’s
special dishes and spending the day with loved ones. Shooting while fasting
can definitely be challenging, especially with long hours on set, but | feel very
fortunate to have such a supportive team. My co-stars and the entire team of
Ganga Mai Ki Betiyan have been incredibly understanding and encouraging
throughout Ramadan, which makes balancing work and faith much easier.
What | truly love about Eid is the spirit of kindness and unity it brings. It's a time
to reflect, be grateful and share happiness with everyone around you. Even
though | may be away from home this year, the love and positivity of the festival
still make it very special. | wish everyone Eid Mubarak and hope this beautiful
occasion brings peace, joy and blessings to all.”

Sonakshi Batra on filming
Jagadhatri's risky Holi fire sequence:
‘Safety was my top priority’

CHANDIGARH: The unique and gripping storyline of Jagadhatri has
consistently won the hearts of viewers. The show’s intriguing narrative,
especially Jagadhatri’'s (Sonakshi Batra) dual life, balancing her calm,
simple persona with her fierce and
courageous side has kept audienc-
es hooked and eager to see what
unfolds next.

In the recent Holi sequence, the
drama intensified when Tapasya's
(Yesha Harsora) evil plans against
Jagadhatri took a dangerous turn
and landed Maya's daughter Gun-
jan (Pari Bhanushali) in grave trou-
ble. During the chaos, Gunjan gets
caught in a sudden fire, putting her
life at risk. Determined to save her,
Jagadhatri and Shivaay (Farman
Haider) put their own lives on the
line. In a nail-biting moment, Jaga-
dhatri bravely jumps into the fire to
rescue Gunjan and bring her to
safety.

Actor Sonakshi Batra, who essays
the role of Jagadhatri, recently opened up about filming the intense fire
stunt with child actor Pari Bhanushali, who plays Gunjan, “Playing
Jagadhatri has been an incredible journey and over time, action
scenes have actually become one of my favourite parts of the show.
The recent fire stunt was definitely challenging because such sequenc-
es require a lot of precision, focus and safety. Working with Pari Bha-
nushali, who plays Gunjan, is always smooth because she is a very
bright child and follows everything that is told to her. Even during the
fire stunt, she carefully followed all the instructions, which made things
easier for everyone on set. She also understands the scenes and even
the technicalities very well, so shooting with her has always been a
good experience. While performing the stunt, | was always very alert
because | was doing the sequence with Pari and wanted to make sure
that she was completely safe. | knew that in this scene, Pari was my
responsibility and | had to be extremely careful throughout. Our pro-
duction team also took great care and ensured that every safety meas-
ure was in place before we began shooting. In the end, everything
went smoothly and | truly enjoyed filming this sequence because such
challenging scenes push you to grow and evolve as an artist.” While
this dramatic rescue will keep viewers at the edge of their seats, the
upcoming episodes promise even more shocking twists. During the
Holi celebrations, Rudra’s jealousy will reach a dangerous peak as he
shoots his step-brother Shivaay. In the aftermath, Jagadhatri and the
Deshmukh family will rush Shivaay to the hospital, hoping to save his
life. But the big question remains, will everyone discover that Rudra
was the one who tried to kill Shivaay?Don't miss the high-voltage dra-
ma in Jagadhatri, every day at 10 PM only on Zee TV!
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