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CBI questions 
Anil Ambani in 
SBI's Rs 2929 cr 
'cheating' case
NEW DELHI: The CBI on Thurs-
day questioned industrialist Anil 
Ambani in connection with the al-
leged Rs 2,929 crore cheating 
case registered against Reliance 
Communications Ltd and him on 
a complaint by the State Bank of 
India, officials said.
Ambani arrived at the agency 
headquarters this morning for 
questioning in the case.
The agency has alleged fund di-
version, misappropriation and 
other irregularities in the loan 
funds issued to the company by 
the bank, they said.

SC quashes 
case against 
Elvish Yadav
NEW DELHI: The Supreme 
Court on Thursday quashed crim-
inal proceedings against You-
Tuber Elvish Yadav in a case al-
leging the use of snake venom at 
rave parties, ruling that such use 
does not attract provisions of the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances (NDPS) Act.
The Court also set aside proceed-
ings under the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act on procedural grounds, holding 
that only an authorised authority 
can file a complaint under the law. 
However, it granted liberty to the 
competent authority to initiate fresh 
action under the Wildlife Act in ac-
cordance with law. A Bench of Jus-
tices MM Sundresh and N Kotiswar 
Singh passed the order on Yadav’s 
plea challenging the Allahabad 
High Court’s order declining to 
quash the proceedings .

AGENCY 
DOHA, MARCH 19 

Qatar's state-owned energy company Qatar 
Energy has confirmed that several of its liq-
uefied natural gas (LNG) production facili-
ties came under missile attacks in the early 
hours of Thursday.

No casualties were immediately report-
ed. Emergency services were called to extin-
guish the fires.

"QatarEnergy confirms that in the early 
hours of Thursday 19 March 2026, several of 
its Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facilities 
were the subject of missile attacks, causing 
sizeable fires and extensive further dam-
age," the company said in a statement on X.

Earlier, on Wednesday, QatarEnergy 
reported a missile strike and a fire at the in-
dustrial hub of Ras Laffan in the country's 
north, home to its largest liquefied natural 
gas production complex.

Iran has warned it will target energy 
infrastructure in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United Arab Emirates in retaliation for 
Israeli and US strikes on its South Pars gas 
field.

On February 28, the United States and 
Israel launched strikes on targets in Iran, 
including in Tehran, causing damage and 
civilian casualties. Iran responded by strik-
ing Israeli territory and US military facili-
ties in the Middle East.

The US and Israel initially claimed their 
"preemptive" attack was necessary to count-
er the perceived threat coming from Iran’s 
nuclear program, but they soon made it 
clear that they want to see a change of power 
in Iran.

Qatar ranks as one of the world's top 
LNG producers alongside the United States, 
Australia, and Russia. This is not the first 
disruption; in the first week of March, Iran 
launched missile attacks on Qatari gas 
fields, compelling QatarEnergy, the world's 
largest natural gas exporter, to suspend pro-
duction. These strikes are reportedly in re-

taliation for an Israeli strike on Iran's South 
Pars gas field, part of the world's largest nat-
ural gas reservoir.

Energy prices have spiraled since tank-
er traffic through the Strait of Hormuz, 
which typically carries a fifth of the world's 

oil, was brought to a near-standstill by the 
threat of further attacks.  Since the conflict 
began on February 28, US and Israeli forces 
have targeted the Islamic Republic's leader-
ship in a string of strikes, most recently kill-
ing intelligence chief Esmail Khatib. 

 Rs 12 lakh crore wiped off as 
Indian markets slip on oil

AGENCY 
MUMBAI, MAR 19

Equity investors lost about 
Rs 12 lakh crore on thursday 
after a massive crash in the 
markets. Indian markets 
closed with sharp losses on 
Thursday, with benchmark 
indices falling over 3 percent 
amid global risk-off senti-
ment and a surge in crude oil 
prices. The Sensex plunged 
2,497 points to end at 74,207, 
while the Nifty dropped 776 
points to settle near the 23,000 
mark at 23,002. Market 
breadth remained extremely 
weak, with 3,072 shares de-
clining against 999 advances. 
Volatility stayed elevated, 
with India VIX rising over 21 
percent. The selloff was 
broad-based, led by auto 

stocks, which fell over 4 per-
cent, while banking, IT, metal 
and consumer durable indi-
ces declined around 3-4 per-
cent each, reflecting wide-
spread risk aversion across 
sectors.

HDFC Bank declined more 
than 5 percent after the resig-
nation of its part-time chair-
man Atanu Chakraborty. Fi-

nancial stocks remained 
under pressure through 
the session, contributing 
significantly to the bench-
mark declines.

Banking stocks were 
among the key drags, with 
the Bank Nifty falling 1,875 
points to 53,451. Around 10 
Nifty 50 stocks, including 
TCS and Bajaj Finance, 
closed at their 52-week 
lows, indicating broad-
based weakness in large-

caps. Markets snapped a three-
day winning streak and posted 
their sharpest fall in nearly two 
years, with benchmark indices 
declining over 3 percent. The 
Sensex dropped 2,497 points to 
74,207, while the Nifty fell 776 
points to 23,002. Market breadth 
was decisively negative, with 
the advance-decline ratio at 1:7.

How it impacts India
This situation is having a particularly profound impact on nations like India, which procures approxi-
mately 50% of its natural gas requirements from the international market. Significantly, India imports 
roughly 20% of its natural gas requirements from Qatar.
"India imports 50 percent of its natural gas requirements from the international market. Of this, we pur-
chase approximately 40% of our LNG from Qatar, meaning that roughly 20% of India's total LNG im-
ports originate from Qatar. India will need to curtail its gas consumption; specifically, gas usage within 
the industrial sector, and particularly in the power sector, will have to be reduced," according to energy 
economist Kirit Parikh. Currently, India's daily natural gas consumption stands at 189 Million Metric 
Standard Cubic Meters per Day (MMSCMD). Out of this, 97.5 MMSCMD is produced domestically. 
As of last week, supplies amounting to 47.4 MMSCMD, representing a portion of India's total natural 
gas imports, were disrupted due to force majeure conditions.  Consequently, state-owned gas compa-
nies placed orders for LNG cargoes from alternative new sources.

War intensifies as Iran attacks 
world's biggest gas hub in Qatar

UNI
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In a breakthrough, the Punjab 
Anti-Gangster Task Force 
(AGTF) has appre-
hended two prime 
suspects involved 
in the daylight 
murder of Chandi-
garh-based proper-
ty dealer Chaman-
preet Nagra, alias 
Chini, following a 
fierce gunfight in 
Kaithal, Haryana.

The encounter broke out 
when the suspects allegedly 
opened fire at the police team 
in an attempt to evade capture. 

In the retaliatory firing, both 
accused sustained injuries and 
were subsequently taken into 
custody.

Law enforcement officials 

have also recovered the motor-
cycle and the weaponry used 
in the fatal shooting at Sector 9, 
Chandigarh.

The arrested individuals 

have been identified as Rajan, 
also known as Piyush Pahal-
wan, a resident of Ferozepur, 
and Pritam Shah from Nawan-
shahr. Police revealed that Ra-

jan had recently 
returned to India 
illegally from Ma-
laysia via Nepal 
border. Both sus-
pects reportedly 
have extensive 
criminal records.

The break-
through comes 

amid immense pressure from 
the victim's family, who had 
steadfastly refused to allow a 
postmortem until the perpetra-
tors were behind bars.

Property dealer's murder: Two suspects 
arrested after encounter in Kaithal
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Women’s wing extends warm welcome to Nitu Singh in Payal
DORAHA (AMRISH ANAND ): In a significant political development in the Payal con-
stituency, Nitu Singh formally joined the Shiromani Akali Dal. On her induction into
the party, she was warmly welcomed by Bibi Jaspreet Kaur Dhaliwal, President of the
Women’s Wing  of the party from Payal, along with her associates and supporters.Speak-
ing on the occasion, Bibi Jaspreet Kaur Dhaliwal stated that the inclusion of dedicated
and socially active individuals like Nitu Singh would further strengthen the party at the
grassroots level, particularly among women. She emphasized that the Shiromani Akali
Dal has always remained committed to women’s empowerment and continues to pro-
vide a strong platform for their participation in public life.Expressing her gratitude,
Nitu Singh thanked party president S. Sukhbir Singh Badal, Harsimrat Kaur Badal, and
the entire party leadership for welcoming her into the party fold. 

VERMA 
GURDASPUR,  MARCH 19

Taking public complaints
seriously, Punjab’s Food,
Civil Supplies and Con-
sumer Affairs Minister Lal
Chand Kataruchak has or-
dered strict departmental
action against a gas agency.
The minister made it clear

that any negligence or ex-
ploitation in providing
services to the public will
not be tolerated.

What is the matter?
Over the past few

months, the Food and Sup-
ply Department had been
receiving several com-
plaints against the con-
cerned agency. Consumers

alleged that:
There were deliberate

delays in the delivery of gas
cylinders despite bookings.

Overcharging was be-
ing carried out.

There were reports of
inappropriate behavior by
the agency staff towards
customers.

Minister’s Strong Stand

After verifying these
complaints, Minister
Kataruchak directed the
concerned officials to im-
mediately inspect the
agency’s records. He stated,
“Our government is a gov-
ernment of the common
people, and we will not al-
low any private entity to
exploit the public.”

Lal Chand Kataruchak takes strict action against
arbitrary practices of Gas Agencies; orders

departmental inquiry
KURUKSHETRA,  MARCH 19

Continuing its efforts to raise
awareness about visa-related
fraud and promote safe and
legal travel routes to the UK,
the British High Commission
organised a photo exhibition
and community engagement
session in Kurukshetra un-
der its ongoing ‘Visa Fraud
Se Bacho’ campaign.In col-
laboration with Indira Gand-
hi National College, Ladwa,
the British High Commission
hosted a special photo exhibi-
tion at the college campus
aimed at educating students
about the risks of visa scams
and irregular migration.

The exhibition was inau-
gurated by Alba Smeriglio,
British Deputy High Com-
missioner Chandigarh; Char-
lotte Abbott, Second Secre-
tary for Justice and Home Af-
fairs at the British High Com-
mission in New Delhi; Pawan
Gaur, President of the col-
lege; and Prof. Kushal Pal,
Principal.

Through real-life case
studies and visual story-
telling, the exhibition high-
lighted the common tactics
used by fraudsters, the conse-
quences of illegal migration,
and the importance of follow-

ing verified and lawful visa
processes. The initiative en-
couraged students and young
travellers to seek authentic
information and make in-
formed decisions regarding
overseas education and em-
ployment opportunities.

Following the exhibition,
the British High Commission
team visited Village Ajrani in
Kurukshetra district to inter-
act with local residents as
part of its community out-
reach programme. During
the session, villagers were
sensitised about the growing

threat of visa fraud and were
advised to rely only on offi-
cial sources for travel and mi-
gration guidance.

The team also informed
community members about a
dedicated WhatsApp chatbot
launched by the British High
Commission to provide veri-
fied UK travel guidance in
English, Hindi, and Punjabi.
The chatbot helps users iden-
tify fraudulent practices and
offers reliable information
on legal routes to travel to the
UK.In addition, individuals
can access support through a

WhatsApp helpline (+91
70652 51380), which provides
guidance on visa procedures,
scam awareness, and safe mi-
gration pathways.

Through the ‘Visa Fraud
Se Bacho’ campaign, the
British High Commission
continues to collaborate with
educational institutions,
community organisations,
and local stakeholders to pro-
tect aspiring travellers from
fraud, promote safe mobility,
and strengthen awareness
about legitimate migration
systems.

British High Commission warns youth and villagers
against visa fraud in Kurukshetra 



Sisodia and Health Minister review
temple renovation works, appreciate

Punjab government’s efforts

PATIALA (RAKESH JINDAL): On the auspicious occasion of
the first day of Chaitra Navratri, Aam Aadmi Party’s Punjab Af-
fairs Incharge Manish Sisodia paid obeisance at the Mata Shri
Kali Devi Temple in Patiala along with his family. He was ac-
companied by the State Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr.
Balbir Singh. On this occasion, he extended warm greetings of
Navratri to all devotees and prayed for prosperity, peace, and
progress for the nation. Manish Sisodia said he feels fortunate
to have received the opportunity to visit this ancient and reli-
giously significant temple on the first day of Navratri. He also
performed a havan at the temple and said that visiting this sa-
cred place gave him spiritual peace and renewed energy. Pray-
ing for the prosperity of the country and welfare of its people,
he said that as long as the blessings of the Goddess remain with
us, no force can harm the nation. He also gave a message of uni-
ty and brotherhood among people. During the visit, he, along
with Health Minister Dr. Balbir Singh, Mayor Kundan Gogia,
and Deputy Commissioner Varjeet Walia, reviewed the ongoing
renovation work at the temple. 
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7 drug peddlers held during ‘Operation CASO’ in Sujanpur
PATHANKOT (SHARANJEET): Pathankot: Acting under the ongoing campaign against
drugs, the police conducted a special search operation titled ‘Operation CASO’ in Prem Na-
gar area of Sujanpur under the supervision of DIG Border Range Harmanveer Singh Gill.
During the operation, seven drug peddlers were arrested. Sharing details, DIG Harmanveer
Singh Gill said that following the directions of the Punjab Government and the Director
General of Police, Punjab, a special drive against drug trafficking is being carried out across
the region. As part of this campaign, a targeted search operation was conducted in Prem Na-
gar, Sujanpur, leading to the arrest of seven individuals involved in drug trafficking. 

He further stated that narcotic substances are being recovered from the arrested persons.
The exact quantity of the contraband will be confirmed once the entire operation is 
completed.
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JAGDEEP SINGH GILL 
JAITU,  MARCH 19  

Punjab Vidhan Sabha Speaker
S. Kultar Singh Sandhwan
Faridkot During the function
organized at Hotel Star Duck,
Principal Dr. Manjit Kaur's in-
spiring book titled ' Bharat Di
Udan-Pari Kalpana Chawla '
was launched .Speaking on the
occasion, Speaker S. Sandhwan
said that Kalpana Chawla 's life
is an example of struggle, hard
work and dedication. He said
that Kalpana Chawla brought
glory to India across the world
and inspired the youth to move
forward in the field of science
and space.He said that such
books give the right direction to
the young generation and instill
confidence in them. He ap-
pealed to the students to read
the life stories of great people

and set their life goals and move
forward with determination to
achieve them.Speaker S. Sand-
hwan said that the Punjab Gov-
ernment is committed to the de-
velopment of education and lit-
erature and will always encour-
age such efforts.On this occa-
sion, Principal Dr. Manjit Kaur
also expressed her views and
said that Kalpana Chawla has
been included in this book.
Their life journey , their dreams
and achievements are depicted
in a simple and inspiring man-
ner.On this occasion, PRO S.
Manpreet Singh Dhaliwal, S.
Sukhwant Singh Pakka, Sim-
ranjit Singh SC, Amandeep
Singh PA, Madam Kuldeep
Kaur Special Educator, Madam
Sarabjit Kaur Lecturer, Madam
Anjana Kumari Lecturer,
Amandeep Singh, Master Ja-
groop Singh etc.

Kultar Singh Sandhwan releases the book '
Bharat Di Udan-Pari Kalpana Chawla '

CHANDIGARH,  MARCH 19

Chandigarh Police achieved
a significant breakthrough
by arresting a theft and re-
covering stolen items, in-
cluding two gold rings, an
Aadhaar card, and a PAN
card.Acting under the direc-
tions of senior officers, a
team from Police Station Sec-
tor-31, led by Inspector Rajiv
Kumar, successfully appre-
hended the accused, identi-
fied as Sumit Verma (39), a
resident of Bharat Nagar,
Pathankot, Punjab. 

The arrest was made in
connection with FIR No. 37
dated 27.02.2026 under rele-
vant sections of the

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS).The case originated on
26.02.2026 after a complaint
of theft from a vehicle
parked outside a residence in
Phase-I, Ramdarbar. 

The complainant report-
ed that a black purse con-
taining two gold rings be-
longing to his mother and
important documents had
been stolen. CCTV footage
from the area helped identify
the suspect.

During investigation, the
accused was arrested on
15.03.2026 and placed on two-
day police remand. The
stolen items were recovered
from his possession and
seized as evidence.

Thief arrested; stolen gold rings
and documents recovered

Maharana Partap Senior Secondary School,
Bhanwal announces annual examination results

SUJANPUR (VERMA): Maharana Partap Senior Secondary
School, Bhanwal, declared the annual examination results for
non-board classes in a formal ceremony. 

The event was graced by the school Chairman, Mr. Avtar
Singh Kohal, and the Chief Administrator, Mrs. Anuradha Ko-
hal, as chief guests. On this occasion, Vice Principal Mr. Bar-
jinder Singh congratulated all parents and students on their ex-
cellent performance. 

In his address, Chairman Avtar Singh Kohal stated that be-
hind every successful student, there is a dedicated teacher and
the significant contribution of parents. He also motivated stu-
dents to strive for success in life. At the end of the program,
Chairman Avtar Kohal, Mrs. Anuradha Kohal, and Vice Prin-
cipal Barjinder Singh distributed prizes to the meritorious stu-
dents who secured top positions.

Central University of Punjab inaugurates E-
YUVA Centre and hosts Research Fest 2026

BATHINDA (ANANTDEEP KAUR): In a significant step to-
wards fostering society-driven research and nurturing budding
young entrepreneurs, the Central University of Punjab (CU
Punjab), Bathinda, inaugurated the BIRAC-supported E-YUVA
Centre and organized the Research Fest under the aegis of DST-
PURSE on Wednesday. The E-YUVA Centre was inaugurated
by Chief Guest Prof. Ratan Gupta, Executive Director, AIIMS
Bathinda along with Vice-Chancellor Prof. Raghavendra P. Ti-
wari in the presence of university officials, senior faculty mem-
bers, and E-YUVA Centre staff.

Welcoming the dignitaries, Prof. Ramakrishna Wusirika,
Dean In-charge Academics highlighted the role of the E-YUVA
initiative in promoting innovation and research-based entre-
preneurship among students. Prof. Monisha Dhiman, Director
IQAC and Coordinator E-YUVA Centre, presented an overview
of the centre, outlining its objectives, fellowship opportunities,
and infrastructure developed under the DBT–BIRAC initiative.
The guests also visited the centre’s facilities, including the cell
culture facility, biosafety cabinet, and molecular biology labo-
ratories.

350th martyrdom anniversary of Dhan
Dhan Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji

JALANDHAR  (PARAMJIT SINGH): The Punjab government
has launched the “Mukh Mantri Tirath Yatra Yojana” to make
people visit religious places. Under this scheme, a bus of devo-
tees was flagged off from Ward No. 34, Abadpura, Jalandhar
West today.

On this occasion, the yatra was flagged off by Atul Bhagat,
son of Cabinet Minister Mohinder Bhagat and he said that the
Punjab government is respecting the beliefs of the people by fa-
cilitating religious pilgrimage.

Ravinder Bansal (President, Virasat Sewa Sangathan Ja-
landhar), Sanjeev Bhagat (District Media Incharge Jalandhar),
Gurnam Singh (Ward Incharge), Balwinder Kaur (Coordina-
tor), Satnam Kler, Sarabjit Kaur, Kuldeep Bhagat and Kulwant
Singh were also present on this occasion.

Finally, the leaders appealed to the people that maximum
people should take advantage of this scheme.

Raman Behal congratulates entrepreneur
Sandeep Kaur from village Babbehali on being

honored at State-Level function

GURDASPUR ( VERMA): Under the leadership of Chief Minis-
ter Bhagwant Singh Mann, the Punjab Government has hon-
ored successful women entrepreneurs under the “Apna Baro-
bar, Apni Pehchan” campaign, run by the Punjab State Rural
Livelihood Mission (PSRLM), Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Department. On this occasion, Gurdaspur constituency
in-charge Mr. Raman Behal congratulated Sandeep Kaur (wife
of Monavvar Masih), an entrepreneur from village Babbehali
in his constituency, for receiving this honor. He stated that the
Punjab Government awarded Sandeep Kaur with a cash prize
of Rs 25,000 along with a memento, which serves as a source of
inspiration for other women. Mr. Raman Behal further said
that under the leadership of Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, the government is continuously working to make
women self-reliant. Schemes like “Apna Ghar, Apni Pehchan”
are giving women in rural areas an opportunity to stand on
their own feet. Entrepreneur Sandeep Kaur shared that she has
been working in handmade artificial jewelry since 2008 and has
built her identity through hard work. 

Neglect of Hindu community in
Punjab will not be tolerated
–massive rally in Kharar on March
27: Arvind Gautam

TILAK  RAJ
MOHALI: Under the directions of Shiv
Sena Punjab National President Shri
Sanjeev Ghanoli and National Chairman
Shri Rajeev Tandon, a meeting was held
today in which Shiv Sena Punjab Youth
State Chairman Arvind Gautam expressed
strong concern and sharp reaction over
the continuous neglect and mistreatment
of the Hindu community in Punjab.He
stated that due to the failure of Punjab
Government policies, the Hindu
community is forced to repeatedly appeal
for its rightful demands from the
grassroots level up to the Chief Minister.
Even appeals have to be made to the
Central Government, which is a shameful
situation in a democratic system.
Arvind Gautam further said that despite
Hindus forming nearly 40% of Punjab’s
population, their demands and rights are
being ignored. 

Nippon paint partners with
Punjab Kings to strengthen
India market presence

TILAK  RAJ
MOHALI: Nippon Paint India, part of the
NIPSEA Group - Asia Pacific's No. 1 paint
and coatings manufacturer, today
announced a landmark partnership with
Punjab Kings as the franchise's Official
Partner for IPL 2026. The Nippon Paint
logo will feature on the right sleeve of the
Punjab Kings jersey across every match
of the tournament - placing the brand in
front of one of the largest, most engaged
sporting audiences on the planet.The
partnership was announced at an official
launch event by Mr. Sharad Malhotra,
Managing Director, Nippon Paint (India)
Group; Mr. Mark Titus, President -
Decorative Coatings Business, Nippon
Paint India; and Mr. Satish Menon, CEO,
Punjab Kings, in the presence of
Yuzvendra Chahal - India and Punjab
Kings cricketer and the IPL's all-time
leading wicket-taker, and Shashank Singh
- Punjab Kings cricketer and one of the
most dependable finishers in the
format.Commenting on the partnership,
Mr. Sharad Malhotra, Managing Director,
Nippon Paint (India) Group, said "We are
delighted to join hands with Punjab Kings.
They are a team that embodies
tremendous energy, fearless spirit, and the
relentless will to win. The team's 'Never
Give Up' attitude resonates deeply with
Nippon Paint's core values. 

NEERAJ SHARMA 
CHANDIGARH,  MARCH 19

Manohar Lal, Hon'ble Union
Minister of Power and Hous-
ing & Urban Affairs, inaugu-
rated the NHPC Pavilion at
the Bharat Electricity Sum-
mit 2026 on 19.03.2026 at
Yashobhoomi, New Delhi.
Shri Prahlad Joshi, Union
Minister of New & Renewable
Energy Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public Distribution,
Shri Shripad Naik, Hon'ble
Union Minister of State for
Power and New & Renewable
Energy, Shri Pankaj Agarwal,
Secretary (Power), Govern-
ment of India, Shri Bhupen-
der Gupta, CMD, NHPC, Shri
Uttam Lal, Director (Person-
nel), Shri Sanjay Kumar
Singh, Director (Projects),
Shri Suprakash Adhikari, Di-
rector (Technical) and Shri
Mahesh Kumar Sharma, Di-
rector (Finance) were also
present during the inaugura-
tion.

During his visit, the
Hon'ble Minister was given an
overview of the various initia-

tives undertaken by NHPC,
particularly in the areas of hy-
dropower development, re-
newable energy expansion
and sustainable infrastruc-
ture. CMD, NHPC highlighted
the organization's ongoing
and upcoming projects, tech-
nological advancements and
its contributions toward
strengthening India's energy
security and supporting the
transition to clean energy.

Bharat Electricity Sum-
mit 2026, a major global con-
ference and exhibition for the
power and electricity sector, is

being held at Yashobhoomi,
New Delhi from 19-22 March
2026. The four-day summit is
themed "Electrifying Growth.
Empowering Sustainability.
Connecting Globally."  The
event underscores India's
growing demand for reliable
and sustainable electricity
and highlights the importance
of diversifying energy sources.
It features panel discussions,
technical sessions and net-
working opportunities aimed
at fostering collaboration and
knowledge exchange among
stakeholders.

Union Minister of Power and Housing & Urban Affairs
inaugurates NHPC Pavilion at Bharat Electricity Summit 2026 

SHASHI PAL JAIN
KHARAR,  MARCH 19

MLA of Halqa Kharar Anmol
Gagan Mann today inaugu-
rated the New Tubewell at
Ward No. 19, Maharaja Ajj
Sarovar Kharar. On this oc-
casion, the MLA congratulat-
ed all the residents of the area
and said that this tubewell
will provide great relief to the
residents of the area from the
problem of water.

Giving information in
this regard, Sukhdev Singh,
the executive officer of the
Municipal Council, said that
the cost of this tubewell has
been approximately Rs 42
lakh. 

On this occasion, the res-
idents of the area thanked
MLA Amanmol Gagan Mann
and said that this develop-
ment work will prove to be
very beneficial for the area.

On this occasion, Munici-

pal Council President Anju
Chander, J.E. Jang Bahadur
and Manoj Kumar, MC Ra-
jvir Singh Raji, Municipal
Council office staff,
Sukhwinder Singh Bittu
(Chairman, Market Commit-
tee Kharar), Vikas Mohan
(PA), Raghvir Singh Modi
(Chairman, Block Committee
Kharar), Baljit Singh (Media
Incharge), Harmes Singh MC
and many leaders were pres-
ent.

MLA Anmol Gagan Mann
inaugurates New Tubewell

National conference “Confluence 2026” begins at Sri Guru
Granth Sahib World University with Deep Academic
deliberations on Punjab’s contemporary challenges

FATEHGARH SAHIB (AJAY MALHOTRA): The National
Conference “Confluence 2026: Contemporary Concerns of Pun-
jab – An Interdisciplinary Perspective” commenced at Fate-
hgarh Sahib, bringing together eminent scholars, researchers,
and academicians for a comprehensive dialogue on Punjab’s
evolving socio-economic, cultural, and educational landscape.

In his conceptual presentation, Dr. Sikander Singh, Head
of the Department of Punjabi and Convenor of the conference,
emphasized the critical need for interdisciplinary research and
collaborative academic engagement to address the state’s
emerging challenges. The inaugural ceremony opened with a
welcome address by Prof. Sukhwinder Singh Billing, Dean
Academic Affairs, who highlighted the University’s commit-
ment to fostering intellectually vibrant spaces that nurture in-
quiry-driven scholarship and region-focused research within
a broader global framework. 

Presiding over the session, Vice-Chancellor Prof. Prit Pal
Singh underscored the transformative responsibility of high-
er education institutions in driving innovation, generating
knowledge, and strengthening community linkages. 

FM distributes cheques worth Rs 40
lakh for development works

DIRBA (SUMER GARG): Finance Minister (FM) of the Punjab
Government, Harpal Singh Cheema, distributed cheques worth
Rs 40 lakh in the Dirba Assembly Constituency for various de-
velopment works.

Out of the total, Rs 20 lakh was allocated to the Panchayat
of Village Phalera, Rs 10 lakh to Guru Ravidas Dharamshala,
Mehlan, and Rs 10 lakh to Janta Janardan Gaushala, Dirba.

While interacting with the media, the Finance Minister said
that under the leadership of Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, the Punjab Government is consistently prioritising the
development of both villages and cities. 

He stated that by the completion of four years of the gov-
ernment, the promises and guarantees made to the people dur-
ing elections have been fulfilled.

He further added that this is the first government under
Chief Minister Bhagwant Singh Mann that has fulfilled its
promises within four years and has also carried out additional
public welfare works that were not even promised earlier, keep-
ing people’s needs at the forefront.

Huge enthusiasm among Kharar residents for
Shri Ram Mandir Pran Pratistha : Rana Gill

KHARAR (SHASHI PAL JAIN): The installation of the idol of
Lord Shri Ram Ji at Shri Ram Mandir and the Pran Pratistha
Mahautsav is being celebrated on a large scale from March 21
to March 26 in Kharar. Senior BJP leader Ranjit Singh Gill has
invited the residents of the area and all the devotees to partic-
ipate in this holy ceremony.

Special enthusiasm is being seen in Kharar and surround-
ing areas regarding this ceremony. In this regard, the temple
committee organizers said that the Mahautsav will begin with
a grand Sobha Yatra on March 21. 

Apart from this, Kalash Yatra, Kirtan and Bhajan Sand-
hya, Deepmala Mahautsav and honoring the elderly of the city
will also be held during the Mahautsav. Fireworks will also be
a special attraction at night.

The main Pran Pratistha, Havan and Purnahuti rituals
will be held on March 26 from 7:30 am to 12:30 pm. After this,
the temple will be opened for Darshan at 12:30 pm. Rana Gill
appealed to all the residents of the area to cooperate with this
holy event with their body, mind and money.

SHASHI PAL JAIN
MOHALI,  MARCH 19

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (General), Ms. Geetika
Singh, chaired a preparatory
meeting at DAC Mohali to re-
view arrangements for the up-
coming TATA Indian Premier
League (IPL) matches at Ma-
haraja Yadvindra Singh Inter-
national Cricket Stadium, Mul-
lanpur (New Chandigarh).

Divulging the details, she
informed that as per the sched-
ule, the IPL matches are slated
to be held on March 31 and
April 11, 2026. She emphasized
that in view of the expected
heavy footfall of spectators, it is
the prime responsibility of all
concerned departments to en-
sure adequate arrangements
for parking, public utilities, and
strict adherence to safety proto-
cols both inside and outside the
stadium premises. The ADC (G)
directed the organisers to ear-
mark sufficient parking spaces

outside the stadium to facilitate
smooth parking management
by the District Police. She also
instructed that mobile toilets
and urinals be installed near
parking areas for the conven-
ience of visitors.

Reviewing safety meas-
ures, the Fire Officer was di-
rected to thoroughly assess the
availability and functionality of
firefighting equipment and sys-
tems within the stadium. Offi-
cials from GMADA and the

concerned authorities were
asked to ensure proper upkeep
and repair of roads leading to
the stadium, as well as to exam-
ine the structural safety of the
building and seating arrange-
ments. 

She further directed that
all necessary inspections,
arrangements, and compliance
measures be completed well in
advance of the scheduled
matches, and that requisite
safety and fitness certificates be

submitted in a timely manner.
The meeting was attended by
GMADA Amrinder Singh Mal-
hi, Assistant Commissioner (G)
Dr. Ankita Kansal, SDM
Kharar Gurmeet Singh, SP
SAS Nagar Ramandeep Singh,
Dr. Harman Brar from the Civ-
il Surgeon Office, along with of-
ficials from various depart-
ments. Representatives of Pun-
jab Kings franchise, including
officials from K.P.H. Dream
Cricket Pvt. Ltd., Chandigarh.

Mohali Administration holds preparatory meeting to review
arrangements for IPL matches at Mullanpur stadium
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Big conspiracy in Central constituency, alleges Gurdev
Sharma Debi

LUDHIANA (SARBJIT SUFI): Today, the in-charge of the Central constituency and
the BJP treasurer lashed out at Central MLA Ashok Parashar Pappi during a press
meet held at his office. He said that the conspiracy to raid a small lottery shop by
creating a drama and defaming the BJP is known to the public. Debi said that raids
are not done on big betting shops because the MLA has a stake in them. Further,
Debi said that if any BJP worker runs a betting shop, then a case should be filed
against him and not just empty bragging. Debi said that big money is being taken
from all the constructions going on in the Central constituency. And he will soon
reveal this too with evidence.  Debi said that Pappi is afraid of the BJP and that is
why he is doing politics of gossip. 

CHANDIGARH
FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2026

JAGDEEP SINGH GILL
JAITU,  MARCH 19

A review meeting of all health
supervisors and health workers
was organized at Community
Health Center Bajakhana, in
which various health and ad-
ministrative issues were dis-
cussed and awareness was cre-
ated about various health pro-
grams.

Civil Surgeon Faridkat,
along with District Immuniza-
tion Officer Dr. Hassan Pal, Se-
nior Medical Officer Dr.
Varinder Kumar, Dr. Kiran-
deep Kher, Dr. Palak and Senior
Pharmacy Officer Sunil Sigala
participated. On this occasion,
Dr. Parvejit Singh Gill said that
HPV vaccine is being provided
completely free of cost in gov-
ernment health centers. Under
the first phase of this campaign,
14-year-old girls are being vacci-
nated under the supervision of

medical officers at government
health centers. He reviewed the
ongoing registration work un-
der the Prime Minister's Health
Scheme and said that steps
should be taken for its registra-
tion so that all people can get its
benefits. Dr. Hassanpal said that
cervical cancer, which is cancer
of the cervix, is considered the
second most common cancer
among women in India. For its
prevention, HPV vaccine is very
effective and safe. He said that

people should be made more
aware about it and more and
more vaccination should be
done so that this disease can be
cured. Dr. Varinder Kumar,
while giving information and
reviewing about the Janani
Shishu Sarksha Karyakram,
Makhsh Minister Health
Scheme, Gliikama, Sugar Rag,
HPV Vaccine, Kasht Rag Ni-
varan Program, Sajata App,
Ayushman Health Insurance
Card, Importance of Iodine.

RAGHU NANDAN PRASHAR 
JAITO,  MARCH 19

To eliminate drugs, the Pun-
jab government has started a
war in the name of war
against drugs.Under which
drug smugglers and drug sell-
ing places are being identified
across Punjab.Under this, as
per the instructions of DGP
Punjab Shri Gaurav Yadav,
Under the leadership of Dr
Pragiya Jain SSP Faridkot,
Faridkot Police formed 08 spe-
cial teams of police personnel
under the leadership of
Gazetted Officers of the dis-
trict in all the three sub-divi-
sions of the district, Faridkot,
Kotkapura and Jait, and con-

ducted operations against var-
ious drug smugglers. Faridkot
Police has formed different po-
lice teams and conducted
search operations at different
places in the district. During
this period, people against
whom cases have been regis-
tered under NDPS and who
have criminal records, have
been raided and searched by
police parties. During this,
suspicious persons were
checked and vehicles were
checked on the basis of suspi-
cion. During this search oper-
ation, the area was blocked
and the people coming in and
out were sealed and the suspi-
cious persons were checked
through the PICE app. 

Big police action against drug
smugglers in district, search operation

conducted at different places

DALJEET AJNOHA
HOSHIARPUR,  MARCH 19

An awareness camp on dairy
animal management and cli-
mate change was organized
by PAU-Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Hoshiarpur on 18-3-
2026 at its campus in collabo-
ration with Department of
Climate Change & Agricul-
tural Meteorology, Punjab
Agricultural University, Lud-
hiana.  Dr. Ishank Kumar,
Hon’ble Member Vidhan Sab-
ha, Chabbewal constituency,
Hoshiarpur graced the occa-
sion as chief guest.

Dr Maninder Singh Bons,
Associate Director (Training),
PAU-KVK, Hoshiarpur ex-

tended a cordial welcome to
the dignitaries, farmers &
farmwomen and outlined the
different activities of KVK
Hoshiarpur for the welfare of
the farming community. Dr.
Bons also spoke on the need
for adopting subsidiary occu-
pations alongwith farming
for complementing farm in-
come. 

He sensitized the farmers
and farmwomen regarding
different social media tools
being promoted by PAU, Lud-
hiana for agricultural knowl-
edge up gradation. Dr. Bons
also shared important tips re-
garding integrated pest man-
agement of summer and
kharif crops.

PAU-Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Hoshiarpur
organizes awareness camp on dairy

animal management and climate change

S H A R M A
LUDHIANA, MARCH 19

The Directorate of Punjab
State Lotteries announced the
results of the Punjab State
Dear Holi Bumper-2026 draw,
held on March 14 in Ludhi-
ana, where a resident of the
city, Kamlesh Kaur, won the
first prize of Rs 3 crore.

According to officials, the
lottery scheme guaranteed a

top prize of Rs 3 crore among
the tickets sold.  The winner,
Kamlesh Kaur, is the wife of
Makhan Lal, who operates a
brick kiln in Appra. She sub-
mitted her claim form at the
lottery office on March 19.

Expressing her joy, the
winner said she plans to use
the prize money for personal
purposes. She also appreciat-
ed the transparency of the
Punjab State Lotteries sys-

tem, stating that such fair con-
duct has built strong public
trust and enthusiasm in the
schemes.

The department also an-
nounced that the Punjab State
Dear Baisakhi Bumper-2026
draw will be held on April 18,
with a ticket price of Rs 500.
The upcoming scheme will of-
fer a first prize of Rs 6 crore
along with several other cash
prizes.

Ludhiana woman wins Rs 3 crore in Punjab
State Dear Holi Bumper 2026 draw

BALWINDER AZAD 
BARNALA,  MARCH 19  

Keeping in mind the incarna-
tion day of the great saint and
donor of education of the twen-
tieth century, Sant Baba Atar
Singh Ji, Anand Karja was or-
ganized for seven needy girls at
Gurdwara Sachkhand Angitha
Sahib Mastuana Sahib under
the supervision of Baba Surjit
Singh Ji, Patron of the Sant Se-
wak Jatha of Gurdwara Sahib,
President Baba Darshan Singh
Ji, Vice President Baba
Sukhwinder Singh Soni and
Gurdwara Management Com-

mittee.  On this occasion, Baba
Bikramjit Singh Khalsa, Baba
Karamjit Singh Hazuri Sant Se-
wak Jatha enthralled the San-
gat by reciting Gurbani Kirtan
in their melodious and captivat-
ing voices. On this occasion,
great personalities Bhai Didar
Singh Ji, Sant Baba Sukhdev
Singh Ji Sidhana, Sant Baba
Harbeant Singh Ji, Baba Nir-
mal Singh Cheema, Baba Satpal
Singh Bhure, Master Jaswant
Singh, Baba Bharbhur Singh Ji
Changal, Baba Jaswinder
Singh Haredi, Harpal Singh
Bhojowali, Baba Manpreet
Singh Kupwale etc.

7 needy girls married at Gurdwara
Sachkhand Angitha Sahib Mastuana Sahib

Faculty development 5
days program organised
at SLIET 

RAVI  GARG  
LONGOWAL: The Department of
Computer Science and Engineering of
Sant Longowal Institute of Engineering
and Technology (SLI ET), Longowal,
launched an online faculty development
program on the topic 'AI for Teaching
and Learning' from March 16 to 20. The
inaugural session of the event was
chaired by Professor Manikant Paswan,
Director, SLIT. During his address, he
highlighted the growing importance of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in the modern
education system and motivated
teachers to use AI-based tools to
improve academic teaching and
learning outcomes. 
At this time, Mr. Vijay Kumar Rai,
Former Deputy Director General (SRI),
Department of Telecommunications,
Ministry of Communications,
Government of India, New Delhi,
shared special information.

20th chet mela wrestling
dangal held at
Machhiwara Sahib

DEEPAK  KUMAR
MACHHIWARA  SAHIB: The 20th
annual wrestling dangal was organised
by the Prachin Chet Mela Dangal
Committee near the old vegetable
market in Machhiwara Sahib, drawing
participation from renowned wrestlers
from across the region. The event
witnessed impressive bouts as
wrestlers showcased their skills and
strength, attracting a large gathering of
spectators. Block Congress Urban
President Kapil Anand and Ward No. 4
councillor Surinder Kumar Shindi
attended the event as chief guests.
They honoured the participating
wrestlers and appreciated the
committee’s efforts in organising the
dangal every year, stating that such
initiatives encourage youth to take up
sports. They emphasised that sports
play a vital role in keeping youngsters
away from social evils like drug abuse
and urged them to spend more time in
playgrounds rather than getting
absorbed in mobile culture. They also
encouraged youth to bring pride to the
country through sports.
Committee president Sukhdev Singh
Bittu, Paramjit Singh Neelo, wrestler
Kulwinder Singh, Dr Madan Singh, Jeeti
Pehalwan, Pali Pehalwan, Malkit Singh,
Jassa, Happy and other dignitaries
were present on the occasion.

CHARANJIT SINGH ARORA
AMRITSAR,  MARCH 19

The 11th plenary of Indian
Journalists Union (IJU) will
be held in Vijayawada (Amra-
vati) (Andhra Pradesh) on
March 28-29. 

IJU President K. Srinivas
Reddy, Secretary General Bal-
winder Singh Jammu and
Secretary D. Som Sundar said
that Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu will be the chief guest
and will inaugurate the first
session. They said that several
Union Ministers and Andhra
Pradesh Ministers will also at-
tend as special guests. Andhra
Pradesh Union of Working
Journalists is hosting the IJU
plenary after 34 years.  State
Chairman Balbir Singh Jan-
du, President Jai Singh Chhib-
ber, Vice President Rajan
Mann, Secretary General San-
tokh Gill, Bindu Singh,

Bhushan Sood, Davinder
Singh Bhangu, Sukhnaib
Singh Sidhu and Harjit Singh
Kapurthala will represent
Punjab.Punjab and Chandi-
garh Journalists Union State
Vice President Rajan Mann
and Secretary General San-
tokh Gill while sharing infor-
mation said that earlier the
second IJU plenary was held
in Vijayawada in 1992. Elected
representatives of affiliated
unions from 25 states, state
presidents and general secre-
taries will participate in this
plenary. The plenary will dis-

cuss professional issues, cur-
rent situation of media in In-
dia, recent threats to media
freedom and organizational
matters. The conference will
prepare a plan to advance the
demands of journalists, which
will include measures for the
welfare of the profession and
journalists.  The plenary will
also elect a new National Ex-
ecutive Committee for the
next two years. The newly
elected National President
Balwinder Jammu and Secre-
tary General D. Som Sundar
will take over the reins.

RAGHU NANDAN PRASHAR 
JAITO,  MARCH 19

Mr Paramdeep Singh Saini,
Senior Divisional Commer-
cial Manager of the Ferozepur
Railway Division (Northern
Railway), announced on
Thursday that the Martyr-
dom Day of Shaheed-e-Azam
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, and
Sukhdev is observed annually
on March 23. Furthermore, a
'Shahidi Mela' (Martyrdom
Fair) is organized every year
near the Sutlej Bridge in Hus-
sainiwala.As is its annual
practice, and for the conven-
ience of rail passengers, the
Railways has decided to oper-
ate six pairs of 'Shahidi Mela
Special' trains between Fer-
ozepur Cantt and Hussaini-
wala on March 23, 2026. The
details are as follows: Be-
tween Ferozepur Cantt and
Hussainiwala, Shahidi Mela
Special Train No. 1 Up will

run at 09:00 AM; No. 3 Up at
10:30 AM; No. 5 Up at 11:55
AM; No. 7 Up at 01:50 PM; No.
9 Up at 03:30 PM; and No. 11
Up at 05:00 PM. On the return
journey—between Hussaini-
wala and Ferozepur Cantt—
Shahidi Mela Special Train
No. 2 Dn will run at 09:40 AM;
No. 4 Dn at 11:10 AM; No. 6 Dn
at 12:45 PM; No. 8 Dn at 02:40
PM; No. 10 Dn at 04:20 PM;
and No. 12 Dn at 06:00 PM.
These trains will make a
scheduled halt at Ferozepur
City Railway Station in both
directions.

'Shahidi Mela Special' train to run between
Ferozepur and Hussainiwala on the 23rd

Awareness camp organized under drug
free Punjab, drug free India campaign

JAITU (JAGDEEP SINGH GILL): As per the guidelines of Di-
rector Social Security and Women and Child Development De-
partment, Punjab, an anti-drug drive campaign was launched
in Faridkot district under the campaign of Drug-Free Punjab,
Drug-Free India, thanks to the efforts of Mrs. Ratandeep Sand-
hu, District Social Security Officer . 

Under this campaign Camps were organized in villages and
colleges at circle level in all blocks .This campaign Under this,
students of ITI Faridkot and Diet Faridkot were given detailed
information about the ill effects of drugs and it was told that
drugs not only spoil the health of the person , but also have a
negative impact on his family and society . Students were mo-
tivated to stay away from drugs and make others aware about
it.Under this campaign, camps were also organized in various
villages in which about 2250 beneficiaries and Village
Sarpanch, members and other important persons participat-
ed. During the camp, detailed information was given about the
harmful effects of drugs and people were motivated to stay
away from drugs.

11th plenary of Indian Journalists Union to be
held in Vijayawada on March 28-29

JAGRAJ SANGHA
MOGA,  MARCH 19

Reinforcing its commitment to
accessible and dignified health-
care, the Punjab Government
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann continues to ensure that
even the most vulnerable citi-
zens receive timely medical
treatment without financial
burden, with a 98-year-old
woman in Moga benefiting
from cashless cancer care under
the Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojna.

Mukhtiar Kaur, one of the
oldest beneficiaries of the
scheme, underwent specialised
treatment including
chemotherapy-related care, ful-
ly covered under the Sehat
Card. At an advanced age
where continuous medical sup-
port is critical, the availability of

cashless treatment ensured that
medical decisions were driven
purely by need, not financial
constraints. The treatment in-
volved advanced medication
and supportive therapy as part
of a chemotherapy regimen, re-
quiring close monitoring and
timely medical intervention.
With the Sehat Card verified at
the hospital, the treatment com-
menced without delay, ensur-

ing continuity of care. For fami-
lies supporting elderly mem-
bers, the cost of repeated hospi-
tal visits and specialised treat-
ment often becomes a signifi-
cant concern. The Mukh
Mantri Sehat Yojna is address-
ing this gap by enabling access
to quality healthcare without fi-
nancial stress, allowing families
to focus entirely on patient re-
covery.

98-year-old woman receives cashless cancer
treatment under Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojna

Review meeting held at Community Health Center
Bajakhana and awareness raised about health programs

CHARANJIT SINGH ARORA
AMRITSAR,  MARCH 19

In a major breakthrough
amidst the ongoing drive to
make Punjab a safe and secure
state as per directions of Chief
Minister Bhagwant Singh
Mann, Amritsar Commission-
erate Police has busted a cross-
border illegal arms smuggling
module with the arrest of six
accused persons, including one
juvenile, and recovered seven
sophisticated pistols from their
possession, said Director Gen-
eral of Police (DGP) Punjab
Gaurav Yadav here on Thurs-
day.

Those arrested have been
identified as Gurpreet Singh
alias Gopi (27) of village Burj in
Amritsar, Manish Kumar alias
Jerry (24) of Sunder Nagar in
Batala, Saroop Singh alias
Roop (27) of village Chuchakw-
al in Amritsar, Chamkaur
Singh (20) of village Fatehpur
Rajputa in Amritsar and
Vansh Sharma (23) of Bhikhi-
wind in Tarn Taran. The re-
covered lethal weapons in-
clude five 9MM Glock pistols
and two .30 bore pistols.

DGP Gaurav Yadav said
that preliminary investigation
has revealed that the accused
were in contact with a foreign-
based handler operating from
Portugal, facilitating the smug-
gling of illegal arms from Pak-
istan via drones. The accused
used to retrieve these consign-
ments and further supply them
to criminal elements, he said.
The DGP said that further in-
vestigation is underway to es-
tablish forward and backward
linkages in this case to disman-
tle the entire network. Sharing
operational details, Commis-

sioner of Police (CP) Amritsar
Gurpreet Singh Bhullar said
that acting on secret informa-
tion, police teams conducted a
planned operation which led to
the arrest Gurpreet alias Gopi
and one Juvenile and two
9MM Glock pistols were recov-
ered from their possession.
During further interrogation,
more disclosures led to the ar-
rest of their accomplices Man-
ish alias Jerry, Saroop alias
Roop and Chamkaur Singh
and three more 9MM Glock
pistols were recovered from
their possession, he said, while

adding that subsequently, on
the disclosure of accused
Chamkaur Singh, Vansh Shar-
ma was also arrested along
with two .30 bore pistols. The
CP said that accused Manish
alias Jerry was earlier in-
volved in a firing incident on
police officials at Batala last
year and was absconding in
that case. Similarly, accused
Saroop alias Roop also has a
history of criminal involve-
ment, with multiple cases per-
taining to the NDPS Act and in
theft cases registered against
him, he added.

Juvenile among six linked to cross border
arms smuggling module held in Amritsar

SUMER GARG
SUNAM, MAR 19

On the auspicious occasion of
the first day of Navratri, Cabi-
net Minister, Aman Arora
presented a major gift to resi-
dents of the Sunam Assembly
Constituency (SAC) by dedi-
cating a railway underbridge
(RUB) to the public. Con-
structed at a cost of around ?9
crore with support from the
Central and Punjab Govern-
ments, the underpass—locat-
ed near the Sunam bus
stand—was opened for traffic
today.

With the commissioning
of the project, direct connec-
tivity has been established be-
tween the Indira Basti area
and the main city, fulfilling a
long-pending demand of resi-
dents.  The underpass is ex-
pected to significantly ease
daily commuting, as people
will no longer have to endure
long waits at the railway
crossing, which was frequent-
ly closed for extended periods.
Speaking on the occasion,
Arora credited his media ad-
visor Jatinder Jain and Yad-
vinder Nirman for their key
roles in the completion of the
project, expressing his grati-
tude to them.  He further stat-
ed that under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhagwant

Singh Mann, the Punjab Gov-
ernment is setting new bench-
marks in development across
sectors. He emphasized that
the government’s primary fo-
cus is to address everyday
problems and improve the
quality of life for citizens.

Describing the RUB as
more than just a transport
project, Arora said it would
serve as a gateway to econom-
ic and social development,
boosting commercial activity
and creating new opportuni-
ties for local businesses.  He
added that the height of the
underpass has been designed
to accommodate large vehi-
cles such as buses and trucks,
ensuring smooth and uninter-
rupted traffic flow.

Highlighting the technical
aspects, the Minister said that
high-quality materials and
modern construction tech-
niques have been used to en-

sure durability, safety, and
public convenience. He also
thanked the railway authori-
ties, various Punjab Govern-
ment departments, and the lo-
cal administration for their
coordinated efforts in com-
pleting the project on time.
Arora assured that more such
development projects would
be undertaken for the holistic
growth of the constituency,
with a continued focus on
roads, drainage, water supply,
and other essential infrastruc-
ture. He urged the public to
follow traffic rules while us-
ing the underpass. Local resi-
dents expressed their happi-
ness over the inauguration,
calling the RUB a major relief.
The occasion was marked by
celebrations, with people dis-
tributing sweets. Several AAP
office bearers and a large
number of residents were
present on the occasion.

Arora inaugurates RUB; residents rejoice

Manwinder Giaspura
flags off bus under Chief
Minister Tirath Yatra
scheme in Doraha

AMRISH  ANAND  
DORAHA: Under the Punjab
Government’s welfare initiative, the
Chief Minister Tirath Yatra Scheme, a
bus carrying devotees from Ward No. 4,
Doraha, was flagged off for pilgrimage
to the holy city of Sri Harmandir Sahib.
The bus was flagged off by Manwinder
Singh Giaspura, MLA from Payal
constituency, in the presence of local
president Sudarshan Sharma
(Pappu).On the occasion, the MLA
interacted with the devotees and
extended his best wishes, praying for
their safe and comfortable journey. He
stated that the scheme, launched under
the leadership of C.M Bhagwant Mann,
is providing people with an opportunity
to visit prominent religious places, and
a large number of citizens are
benefiting from it.He further informed
that during the journey, all essential
facilities including comfortable
transport, proper accommodation, food,
security, and medical assistance are
being provided by the Punjab
Government.During the three-day
pilgrimage, the devotees will pay
obeisance at Sri Harmandir Sahib and
also visit Durgiana Temple.
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Jeevan Sharma
welcomes decision to
withdraw cabinet rank
status in Himachal
ANIL  KUMAR
SHIMLA:  Former state president
of the Himachal Pradesh
Promoted School Lecturers

Association and
retired Deputy
Director Jeevan
Sharma has
welcomed the
decision of Chief
Minister Sukhvinder

Singh Sukhu to withdraw cabinet
rank status granted to
chairpersons, vice-chairpersons
and advisors of various boards,
corporations and commissions.
Sharma said the decision comes
at a crucial time when the state is
facing financial constraints and
termed it a step in the right
direction. He also appreciated the
government’s move to impose a
20 per cent cut in salaries and
monthly allowances of the
concerned Office bearer till
September 30. 

CHANDIGARH
FRIDAY,  MARCH 20, 2026

AGENCY
SHIMLA, MAR 19

Himachal Pradesh
government on Thursday
presented the first and final
batch of Supplementary
Demands for Grants for the
financial year 2025–26,
totaling Rs 40,461.95 crore.

Of this, Rs 36,374.61
crore is allocated for State
Schemes and Rs 4,087.34
crore for Centrally
Sponsored Schemes.

Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
who held the portfolio of
finance stated in the house
that key allocations under
State Schemes include Rs
26,194.95 crore for
repayment of Ways & Means
Advances and overdrafts, Rs

4,150.14 crore for power
subsidies and electricity
infrastructure, Rs 818.20
crore for natural calamity
relief, Rs 785.22 crore for
water supply and sanitation,
and Rs 657.22 crore for

healthcare initiatives
including HIMCARE,
SAHARA, robotic surgery in
medical colleges, and
establishment of advanced
testing laboratories. Other
allocations cover education,

rural infrastructure, roads,
bridges, social welfare
programs, and state
development projects.

For Centrally Sponsored
Schemes, major allocations
include Rs 2,453.97 crore for
disaster management, Rs
688.40 crore for the Pradhan
Mantri Gramin Sadak
Yojana, Rs 352.18 crore for
compensation to Renukaji
Dam oustees, and funding for
schemes such as PM Awas
Yojana, MNREGA, National
Ayush Mission, and
irrigation projects.

The government has
sought the approval of the
Himachal Pradesh
Legislative Assembly for
these supplementary grants
to support ongoing and new
development initiatives.

400 young students felicitated at
SSRVM Una convocation ceremony

KISHORI LAL BAINS
UNA: A grand convocation ceremony was organised at
SSRVM Una for the academic session 2025–26, where around
400 students from Nursery to Class II were honoured for their
outstanding performance. During the event, students were
awarded certificates and mementos by Managing Director
Sumesh Kumar Sharma and Academic Head Surinder Ratra.
They congratulated the young achievers and wished them
success in their future endeavours. Addressing the gathering,
MD Sumesh Kumar Sharma appreciated the efforts of both
students and teachers, stating that value-based and holistic
education is essential for building a strong society. Principal
Brij Bala Sharma also congratulated the students and
encouraged them to maintain discipline, focus and a
continuous learning mindset. School manager Sakshi Sharma
extended her best wishes to the students, motivating them to
pursue their goals with confidence and determination. 

DINESH AGARWAL
SHIMLA, MAR 19

BJP state spokesperson
Sandipani Bhardwaj has
raised serious questions over
the financial claims of the
Himachal Pradesh
Horticultural Produce
Marketing and Processing
Corporation, alleging that
the Congress government is
hiding the real financial
situation while payments
worth more than Rs. 120
crore to apple growers are
still pending under the
Market Intervention Scheme
(MIS). He said that as per
reports, payments of about
Rs. 120.59 crore to nearly
57,000 orchardists are yet to
be cleared, which shows
administrative failure and
injustice towards farmers.
He alleged that the

government purchased
nearly 98,506 metric tonnes
of apples under MIS in 2025
but failed to make proper
financial arrangements for
timely payment. Bhardwaj
questioned how HPMC
could claim a profit of Rs. 5
crore in its board meeting
despite having liabilities of
more than Rs.  120 crore
towards growers. He said
that if such a large amount is

pending, the balance sheet
should reflect losses instead
of profit, raising doubts
about financial transparency
and possible manipulation of
figures. He also alleged that
several CA stores built by
HPMC are lying unused,
while orchardists are waiting
for their payments.
According to him, this
reflects poor management
and misplanning by the
government.

The BJP spokesperson
demanded that the pending
amount under MIS should be
released immediately, an
independent audit should be
conducted, and strict action
should be taken against
officials found responsible
for negligence. He also
demanded that orchardists
should be paid with interest
for the delay.

Farewell party held at Govt
College Bhoranj, Riya and
Ayush crowned with titles

ANIL KUMAR
HAMIRPUR, MAR 19

A farewell party was organised at Government College
Bhoranj, where students, along with teaching and non-
teaching staff, participated enthusiastically in various
activities. During the programme, students engaged in a
range of fun and interactive games and shared memorable
moments with their juniors and teachers, making the
occasion lively and emotional. Riya was crowned Miss
Farewell, while Ayush received the title of Mr Farewell
amid applause and celebrations. The event provided a
platform for students to reflect on their college journey
and bid an affectionate farewell to their peers in a cheerful
atmosphere.

BJP questions HPMC profit claim amid
Rs. 120 crore dues to orchardists

AGENCY
SHIMLA, MAR 19

The Himachal Pradesh
government would regulate
the service conditions of
Multi-Task Workers (MTWs)
across various departments
by formulating a
comprehensive welfare
policy. Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
stated this in the State
Assembly on Thursday while
replying to a query raised by
BJP MLA Satpal Singh Sati,
who expressed concerns over
the service conditions of
MTWs. Earlier, responding
to the query, Public Works
Department Minister
Vikramaditya Singh said that
the issue is already under
consideration of the
government and efforts were
underway to formulate a
comprehensive policy for the
welfare of MTWs. He added
that currently, junior
engineers and assistant
engineers engage these

workers and assign them
duties in their respective
jurisdictions. The Minister
further stated that the
decision to appoint MTWs
was taken during the
previous rule of the BJP
government in 2022, but no
structured or comprehensive
policy governing their
service conditions was
framed at that time. Raising
the issue, Sati sought detailed
information on whether the
government is formulating a
policy to improve the

working conditions of
MTWs, including clarity on
duties, working hours, and
overall service structure. He
also questioned the steps
being taken to enhance their
salaries, stating that the
current remuneration is not
commensurate with the
workload assigned to them.

The BJP legislator
pointed out that despite
prescribed working hours,
many MTWs are reportedly
made to work beyond their
duty limits. 

SANJAYAGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, MAR 19

Devender Jaggi, former Mayor
of Dharamshala, stated that a
historic budget for Dharamshala
was presented yesterday by
Mayor Neenu Sharma—a
budget poised to provide a new
direction to the city's holistic
development, sanitation
systems, and modern amenities.
He noted that this budget has
been drafted not only with
current requirements in mind
but also incorporates future
needs, thereby facilitating
Dharamshala's evolution into an
exemplary and well-organized
city. He highlighted that the
budget includes significant
provisions to promote solar
energy, specifically a decision to
offer a rebate of up to 10 percent
on property tax; this initiative
aims to encourage a greater
number of citizens to adopt
clean energy and contribute to
environmental conservation.
Furthermore, for the first time,
the establishment of a "Safai
Sathi Welfare Fund" (Sanitation

Workers' Welfare Fund) has
been announced to ensure the
well-being of sanitation
workers; a provision of Rs. 10
lakh has been allocated for this
fund, which will significantly
bolster their social and
economic empowerment.
Devender Jaggi added that, with
the objective of securing
Dharamshala's inclusion in the
national list of clean cities, a
budget of Rs. 50 lakh has been
earmarked under the "TOP
Mission," a move intended to
further strengthen the city's
sanitation infrastructure.
Additionally, a plan has been
formulated to introduce e-

vehicles as part of the "City
Service" within the Municipal
Corporation limits to provide
improved transportation
facilities to local residents; this
initiative is expected to enhance
traffic management and reduce
pollution levels. He further
stated that several key
development projects have been
proposed to reinforce traffic
management within the city.
These include a provision of ?1
crore for the construction of a
link road connecting Charan Pul
to Footpath Maidan; ?5 crore for
the construction of drains and
utility ducts between Red Cross
Chowk and ITI Chowk; Rs. 1
crore each for the development
of footpaths in the McLeod
Ganj and Kotwali areas; and Rs.
1 crore for the construction and
maintenance of parks across all
wards. He concluded by
asserting that this budget will
lay a strong foundation for
Dharamshala's bright future and
play a pivotal role in
transforming the city into a
clean, beautiful, and modern
urban center. 

Action taken over social media post:
Congress leader Anil Dadwal sent to
Tihar Jail, Himachal politics heats up

AVINASH CHAUHAN
AMB: Anil Dadwal, a Congress
leader from the Gagret area of Una
district in Himachal Pradesh, has
been sent to Tihar Jail for allegedly
posting offensive posts on social
media against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The court ordered
him to be remanded in judicial
custody for 14 days, sparking a political uproar in the state.
According to police sources, the Delhi Police Special Cell
registered a case against Dadwal on February 25 under
various sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), including
336(4), 353(2), and 386. Subsequently, the police raided
several locations in the Gagret area of Una in search of him,
but he remained out of police reach for some time. Later,
Dadwal himself appeared at the Special Cell office in Delhi
on police summons, where he was questioned in detail.
Following the interrogation, he was arrested and produced in
court. At the preliminary hearing, he was remanded to police
custody. After the expiry of the remand period, the police
again produced him in the court, where the Patiala House
Court, considering the seriousness of the case, issued orders
to send him to Tihar Jail in judicial custody for 14 days.
Regarding his political background, Dadwal has been active
at the Panchayat level and has served as a former Deputy
Pradhan and Panchayat Samiti member of the Gram
Panchayat Dioli. He is considered a close supporter of
Gagret MLA Rakesh Kalia. 

Historic budget to chart new course for
Dharamshala's development: Devender Jaggi

Govt to regulate service conditions
of multi-task workers

HP government present Rs 40,461 crore
supplementary budget for year 2025-26

AGENCY
SHIMLA: A 16-room house was completely
gutted in a fire that broke out around 9:30 pm
on Wednesday in Deem village of Jubbal tehsil
in Shimla district.

According to reports, the house belonged
to Devinder Singh and Mohinder Singh, sons

of Jaggi Ram. The blaze rapidly engulfed the
structure, reducing it to ashes.

No loss of life was reported in the incident,
though the entire property was destroyed.

The cause of the fire is yet to be
ascertained. Local authorities are expected to
assess the damage.

Night fire guts 16-room house in Shimla, no casualties

AGENCY
KANGRA, MAR 19

A three-day “Artisan Awareness Workshop”
commenced at the National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT) Kangra on
Wednesday, aimed at empowering artisans
and promoting traditional crafts.

The workshop, inaugurated with a
ceremonial lamp lighting, has brought
together 52 artisans from eight craft groups
across Himachal Pradesh. Participants
represent a diverse range of traditional crafts,
including Kullu weaving, Chamba rumal,
bamboo craft, Kinnauri shawls and handloom
traditions from Lahaul-Spiti.

Joint Director Deepak Rana welcomed
the participants, highlighting NIFT Kangra as
a vital platform for artisans to strengthen and
showcase their skills. Campus Academic
Coordinator Vinod Kumar Sharma
emphasized aligning traditional crafts with
modern design needs to ensure economic and
social empowerment of artisans.

Admission Coordinator Kamaljeet Singh
informed artisans about special admission
schemes and financial assistance available for

them and their children at NIFT.
Experts from the craft sector also

addressed the participants. Avani Pandya
from Yoshita Crafts spoke on design
intervention in traditional crafts, while Tenzin
Bodh from Garsha Looms, Lahaul, guided
artisans on branding and storytelling to
enhance market reach and product value.

The workshop features hands-on sessions
and expert interactions focused on upgrading
traditional techniques, adapting to
contemporary design trends, and exploring
new market opportunities, serving as a bridge
between artisans and the design industry.

NIFT Kangra launches three-day
Artisan Awareness Workshop AVINASH CHAUHAN

AMB, MAR 19

Under the able leadership of
BMO Dr. Shingara Singh, a
grand health checkup camp
was successfully organized at
KC College, Pandoga, as part
of the Ayushman Arogya
Shivir. The camp was
organized in accordance with
the guidelines of CMO Dr.
Sanjeev Verma and with the
support of DTO Dr. Vishal
Thakur, through the joint
efforts of the Health
Department, Haroli, the MP
Mobile Health Service, and
the Sunrise NGO. The main
objective of this health camp
was to ensure timely
identification and treatment
of TB (Tuberculosis) by
screening maximum number
of people under the “TB Free
India Campaign”. During the
camp, students and college
staff underwent
comprehensive health

checkups. X-ray screenings
and various lab tests were
also performed. A large
number of students
participated and appreciated
this initiative. Apart from
this, health screening of the
teaching and non-teaching
staff of the college was also
done, due to which everyone
got important information
about their health condition.
X-ray screening team
members Gulshan Kumar,
Deepak, Joginder, Rajesh,
Satish, and Dharampal
played a key role in making

the camp a success. The
cooperation of ASHA
workers and Anganwadi
workers was also highly
appreciated. Dr. Pradeep
Kumar, Manish, Ruchi, Nihal
Singh and other health
workers provided their
services in the medical team.
On this occasion, BMO Dr.
Shingara Singh said that the
objective of such camps is to
provide health services to the
general public and to achieve
the goal of “TB free India” by
timely identification of TB
and other serious diseases.

Grand health check-up camp
organised at KC College, Pandoga 

SANJAY AGGARWAL
DHARAMSHALA, MAR 19

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has launched a scathing
attack on the new 'dress code'
and social media restrictions
issued by Himachal Pradesh's
Sukhu government for
government employees.
Terming this government
decree as "ridiculous and
contradictory," senior BJP state
spokesperson Trilok Kapoor
took a sharp jibe at the Chief
Minister.Trilok Kapoor
questioned whether this order
was, in fact, an "indirect"
message intended for Rahul
Gandhi. Citing the famous
Kangra proverb—"Dhiye tu
sun, nuein tu kan kar" (Speak to
the daughter, but intend the
message for the daughter-in-
law)—Kapoor asserted that
Chief Minister Sukhu actually
wishes to impart this advice to

his top leader, Rahul Gandhi;
however, lacking the courage to
speak directly, he is instead
making the state's employees
scapegoats. He asked whether
the rules framed to uphold the
simplicity and dignity of
employees would also apply to
Rahul Gandhi—a figure who
mocks decorum by wearing T-
shirts inside the Parliament (the
"temple of democracy"), shoots
social media reels at the Makar
Dwar, and creates a picnic-like
atmosphere while hosting tea
parties. Kapoor argued that the

Sukhu government should first
teach the importance of a
professional image to its own
"Yuvraj" (heir apparent). He
added that before issuing such
"Tughlaqi decrees" (arbitrary
and whimsical orders), the
government should have
consulted with employee
unions and offered them
alternative options. The BJP
spokesperson alleged that, in an
attempt to divert attention from
the state's dire economic
condition and stalled
development projects, the
government is now hiding
behind issues concerning
employees' attire and mobile
phone usage. Trilok Kapoor
stated unequivocally that the
dignity of the workplace is
determined not merely by
clothing, but by the
government's style of
functioning and its
underlying intent. 

Sukhu government should first teach
etiquette to Rahul Gandhi: Trilok Kapoor

HP govt to spend Rs 3,000 cr on medical
equipment, over 100 professors to be

recruited at Tanda medical college
AGENCY
SHIMLA, MAR 19

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Thursday
announced that the state
government would spend
nearly Rs 3,000 crore on
procuring state-of-the-art
medical equipment for all
government medical colleges
to strengthen healthcare
infrastructure.

The Chief Minister made
these remarks while
intervening during the
Question Hour on the fifth
day of the Budget Session of
the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly. He said that
advanced robotic surgery
machines and other modern
medical equipment are being
procured on the lines of All

India Institute of Medical
Sciences, strictly following a
transparent tendering
process. “All machines are
being purchased in a
transparent manner to ensure
quality healthcare services,”
he added. Sukhu further
stated that a state-of-the-art
cancer hospital to be
established in Hamirpur
district to enhance

specialized healthcare
facilities. He also noted that
postgraduate (PG) courses
are being expanded across
medical colleges in the state,
with PG classes already
started at Nahan Medical
College, which would also
help address staff shortages.

Intervening during a
discussion on staffing at Dr.
Rajendra Prasad Government
Medical College and
Hospital, the Chief Minister
said that more than 100
Assistant Professor posts will
soon be filled at the
institution.

He added that the
existing system of walk-in
interviews would be replaced
with a more transparent,
merit-based selection process
by introducing fixed
percentage criteria.



YS Public School introduces Class
11 with career-focused batches

KARANPREET KARAN
BARNALA: Marking a new step towards academic excellence, YS
Public School has announced the launch of Class 11 for the academic
session 2026–27. Known among the Top 50 Schools of India, the
school continues to strengthen its commitment to quality education
and career-oriented learning. With the introduction of senior
secondary classes, the school has started a unique batch system to
guide students according to their career goals. Six specialized
batches—IIT-JEE, NEET, CA, UPSC, Entrepreneurship, and Law—
have been introduced to provide focused preparation along with the
CBSE curriculum. Under this system, students will begin preparation
for competitive exams from Class 11 itself, allowing them to build a
strong foundation for their future careers while continuing their
regular studies. Principal Mohit Jindal said that the start of Class 11 is
not just the addition of a new class, but the beginning of bigger
dreams for students. He added that the school aims to combine
academic learning with professional guidance so that students can
achieve success in competitive fields.
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BALWINDER AZAD
BARNALA: Kindergarten Graduation
Ceremony ‘Kindergarten Bye Bye’
program was organized at Baba Gandha
Singh Public School Barnala, a
renowned educational institution of the
area. On this occasion, Madam Gurjit
Kaur, District Child Protection Officer
Barnala, attended as the chief guest. The
program was started with Shabad singing

as per the school tradition. The school
yard echoed with happiness when the

students came very neatly and their
smiles were shining in the school yard.
In the beginning, the nursery students
presented a welcome song. The children
captivated the hearts of everyone
present with their fun performances in
various activities. The children
performed Punjabi folk dance Bhangra
and the girls performed Giddha, forcing
everyone to dance. 

NEWS BRIEF

Chairman, Vice
Chairman elected for
Block Samiti Barnala

KULDEEP  SOOD
BARNALA:  The election of
Chairman and Vice Chairman of
Block Samiti Barnala was
completed in the presence of
Halka Incharge Harinder Singh
Dhaliwal. Harinder Singh
Dhaliwal said that this election
has been completed under the
directions of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann and under
the leadership of MP Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer to give
impetus to development in the
rural areas of Barnala district. In
which Aam Aadmi Party
candidate Jagdev Singh Mann
Sekha was elected Chairman and
Harmel Singh was elected Vice
Chairman. After the election,
Halka Incharge Harinder Singh
Dhaliwal honored all the office
bearers and members with
siropas at the Panchayat Samiti
Barnala office. Ram Tirath
Manna, Chairman of Nagar
Sudhar Trust Barnala, also
congratulated all the candidates,
village sarpanches and
panchayats for this election. 

Civil Defence Volunteers
trained in disaster
management at Barnala

KULDEEP  SOOD
BARNALA:  Civil Defence
volunteers were given special
training on disaster management
at Baba Kala Mehr Multipurpose
Sports Stadium, where experts
from the National Disaster
Response Force shared important
techniques to handle emergency
situations. Commandant Baljinder
Singh, DIG, 7th Battalion NDRF,
Bathinda, said that Civil Defence
volunteers play a leading role
during natural disasters as well as
war-like situations and act as
frontline soldiers to ensure the
safety of citizens. He emphasized
that trained volunteers are the first
line of help during any emergency.
On the occasion, AC/GD Saroj
Rani from the 7th Battalion NDRF
also provided practical training to
the volunteers.

AGENCY
SRINAGAR, MAR 19

Snowfall in Kashmir’s upper
reaches and moderate rain in
the Valley plains continued for
the second consecutive day on
Thursday, bringing down
temperatures across the
region, officials said.

The Meteorological
Department has issued an
advisory warning of heavy
rain and snowfall in higher
reaches at a few places during
the night, accompanied by
thunderstorms and gusty
winds reaching speeds of 40-
50 kmph. There is also a
possibility of hailstorms at
isolated locations. According
to meteorological data, most
parts of Jammu and Kashmir
witnessed light to moderate
precipitation over the past 24
hours. In north Kashmir,

Baramulla recorded 29.5 mm
of rainfall, while Poonch in
the Jammu division received
29 mm. Batote registered 25.5
mm of rain. Tourist resort of
Pahalgam recorded 20.6 mm
of precipitation, while
Gulmarg witnessed significant
snowfall with an accumulation
of around 23 cm. Officials
said snowfall continued at the

ski resort. The MeT has
forecast widespread light to
moderate rain, snowfall and
thunderstorms across the
union Territory over the next
24 hours, with isolated areas
likely to receive heavy
precipitation. It added that a
few higher reaches,
particularly in the Chenab
Valley and south Kashmir,

may receive moderate to
heavy snowfall during this
period. However, relief is
likely thereafter, with the
weather expected to remain
largely dry from March 21 to
25, barring a brief spell of
light rain or snow at isolated
places on March 23. There are
also chances of cloudy or
rainy conditions around Eid,
which is expected to be
celebrated either on Friday or
Saturday, depending on the
appearance of the moon in
Kashmir. Amid the ongoing
wet spell, temperatures across
Jammu and Kashmir have
shown marked variation. Day
temperatures have dropped
significantly, remaining 5-8°C
below normal in many parts of
the Kashmir division and 5-
10°C below normal in the
Jammu division due to
persistent rain and snowfall.

Rain, snow lash Kashmir for
2nd day, temp comes down

MAINPAL KASHYAP
INDRI, MAR 19

Public anger is growing in
the Indri area due to the
continued discovery of cow
carcasses. Following the
discovery of seven cow
carcasses in the Western
Yamuna Canal near
Dhamanheri village on
Tuesday, the discovery of
five more cow carcasses on
Wednesday created a tense
atmosphere in the area.
Angered by the incidents,
residents blocked the Karnal
State Highway in front of the
Indri Court gate and staged a
massive protest. Upon
receiving information about
the blockade, Indri DSP
SatishGautam arrived at the
scene with a heavy police
force and tried to pacify the
protesters, but the protesters
remained adamant on their
demand for the immediate
arrest of the cow killers.

Indri SDM Anil Yadav also
arrived to control the
situation. Administrative
officials held talks with the
protesters and assured them
that the accused would be
arrested soon. Gau Raksha
Dal activists demanded the
arrest of the accused within
24 hours and decided 24-
hour police patrolling along
the Western Yamuna Canal.
The protesters only lifted the
blockade after about two
hours after receiving written
assurances. This resulted in a

long traffic jam on the
highway, causing significant
inconvenience to the public.
Gau Raksha Dal activist
Monu said that cow remains
were being found
continuously. The police
have been given 24 hours to
arrest the killers of cow
slaughter. If the accused are
not arrested soon, then the
road will be blocked again.
SDM Anil Yadav said that
considering the seriousness
of the case, the investigation
has been intensified. 

TAPINDER SINGH
PATIALA, MAR 19

Under the ongoing campaign
to make Punjab drug-free, an
awareness programme was
organized at the Government
Industrial Teacher Training
Institute. The event was held
as per the directions of the
Additional Deputy
Commissioner (General),
Patiala and the Assistant
Director, Youth Services,
Patiala, under the leadership
of Principal D.P. Singh.

During the programme,
slogan writing and poster-
making competitions on the
theme of drug de-addiction
were organized under the
Drug-Free India Campaign.
Students and staff members
took a pledge to stay away
from drugs, to discourage
drug use and to spread
awareness in society about

the harmful effects of
addiction. An awareness rally
was also taken out by the
students and staff of the
institute. Participants raised
slogans against drug abuse
and appealed to people to
support the mission of a drug-
free Punjab. The students
showed great enthusiasm and
actively participated in the
rally. Among those present on
the occasion were Office

Superintendent Amarjit Kaur,
Ashima Goyal, Mandeep
Kaur, Ekampreet Kaur, Sonu
Satija, Amarjit Singh,
Maninder Kaur, Rajbir Kaur,
Umesh Kumar, Manisha,
Neena, Balbir Kaur, Jasdeep
Kaur, Manjot Kaur, Sukhbir
Kaur, Shinu, Rajjo Rani,
Malkit Singh, Jatinder Kumar
and Ritika, along with a large
number of students and staff
members.

RAKESH BHAYANA
PANIPAT, MAR 19

A review meeting regarding
procurement of Rabi crops
was held at the District
Secretariat auditorium under
the chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Virendra
Kumar Dahiya, where
detailed discussions were
held on mandi preparations,
transparency in the
procurement process and
facilities for farmers.

The Deputy
Commissioner issued strict
directions to all concerned
departments, stating that
negligence in the
procurement system will not
be tolerated. He said the
administration’s priority is to
strengthen basic facilities in
mandis so that farmers do
not face any inconvenience
during procurement.
Officials were directed to
ensure proper arrangements
for drinking water,
electricity, cleanliness,

lighting, security and smooth
road access in all mandis.
Instructions were also given
to keep 50 tarpaulins
available in each mandi to
protect the grain in case of
bad weather. Dr. Dahiya said
that number plates on all
tractors entering mandis will
be mandatory and
procurement will not be
done from tractors without
number plates. To ensure
transparency, a biometric
system will also be
implemented to prevent any
mismatch in records.

CCTV cameras and
computer systems will be
installed in every mandi. For
security, one Home Guard
and one police personnel

will be deployed at each
mandi. Departments have
also been instructed to make
arrangements to stop stray
animals from entering the
mandis. The Deputy
Commissioner warned that if
procurement agencies fail to
follow the instructions, FIRs
may be registered against the
concerned officials. He also
directed that lifting of grain
should be done on the same
day to avoid congestion in
mandis.

In an important decision,
he ordered a complete ban
on wheat coming from other
states. Barricading will be
arranged to prevent outside
produce from entering
mandis.

CHANDIGARH
FRIDAY,  MARCH 20, 2026

Tension peaks in Indri: Locals demand justice,
shut down highway over cattle remains

GITTI Patiala holds
awareness rally against drugs

HANS RAJ YADAV
KURUKSHETRA, MAR 19

According to Indian calendar
and traditions, Chaitra Shukla
Pratipada has great
importance from scientific,
historical and cultural point of
view. It is believed that
creation began on this day
hence making this day a
symbol of creation and new
beginnings. This date is
considered to be the beginning
of VikramSamvat, which is
related to the coronation of the
great emperor Vikramaditya.
This festival also signifies
new changes in nature.
Besides, this day is also
celebrated as the birth
anniversary of Dr. Keshavrao
Baliram Hedgewarji, who
inspired us for patriotism,
organization and values. On
this auspicious occasion, a

program was organized in the
school premises on Thursday.
The program started with
Vedic chanting and Yagya by
Sanskrit Acharya Vikas
Sharma, due to which the
atmosphere became
completely spiritual and
energetic. After that,
melodious bhajans presented
by senior teachers of the
school, Dr. Santosh Kumar
Dewangan and Dr. Amit
Dhimanji made the entire
atmosphere devotional. After
that, the Principal of the
school, Narayan Singh in his

inspirational address said that
at present Vikrami Samvat
2083 and Raudra Samvatsar
has started. He said that New
Year was not just a celebration
but also an opportunity to
move forward with new
resolutions, enthusiasm and
positivity. Inspiring the
students, he said that they
should learn from the past and
try to improve their future. He
also gave the message of
maintaining love, harmony
and cooperation in life while
keeping in mind the welfare of
all living beings. 

Chaitra Shukla Pratipada starts with Yagya in
Geeta Niketan Residential School, Kurukshetra

AJAY MALHOTRA
FATEHGARH SAHIB, MAR 19   

The Faculty of Allied &
Healthcare Sciences at Desh
Bhagat University successfully
organized a three-day World
Congress on Advanced Clinical
Diagnostics & Healthcare
Sciences – 2026, in
collaboration with Centre for
Research & Innovative
Scientific Studies (CRIS),
Dehradun, under the aegis of
the Microbiology Society of
India. The congress was
inaugurated by Chancellor Dr.
Zora Singh, Pro-Chancellor Dr.
Tajinder Kaur, and Vice
Chancellor Dr. Harsh
Sadawarti, marking the
commencement of a globally
aligned academic platform
aimed at fostering innovation
and interdisciplinary
excellence in healthcare

sciences. The event featured
advanced hands-on training in
molecular diagnostics, along
with scientific oral and poster
presentations, offering students
valuable exposure to research
methodologies. Special
emphasis was placed on life-
saving skills training in
cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR), cancer awareness
initiatives, and an applied
workshop on ergonomics and
postural correction to prevent

musculoskeletal disorders. A
major highlight of the congress
was the National Excellence
Awards Ceremony, conducted
under the aegis of the
Microbiology Society of India.
Distinguished academicians
were honoured following a
rigorous evaluation of their
research credentials, academic
achievements, and professional
contributions, reinforcing
merit-based global standards in
scientific recognition.

Desh Bhagat University hosts global congress
on clinical diagnostics & healthcare sciences

KU VC unveils brochure for International
Conference on Computational and Applied Sciences

DALBIR SINGH MALIK 
KURUKSHETRA: Kurukshetra University Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Som Nath Sachdeva formally released the brochure for the
upcoming International Conference on "Advancements in
Computational and Applied Sciences", scheduled to be held on
April 29–30, 2026. On the occasion, Prof. Sachdeva
emphasized the growing significance of computational and
applied sciences in bridging the gap between science and
society. He noted that such international conferences serve as
vital platforms for fostering research, innovation, and the
exchange of knowledge, bringing together scholars from across
the globe to share ideas and present cutting-edge findings.
Registrar, KUK,  Prof. Virender Pal lauded the efforts of the
organizing committee and expressed confidence that the
conference would establish a distinct identity at both national
and international levels. He added that the event is expected to
attract leading researchers and experts from diverse domains.
Principal, Institute of Integrated and Honours Studies, Prof. Rita
and Chairperson, Maths Department IIHS, Prof. Poonam
Kumari also shared their views, highlighting the importance of
interdisciplinary research in driving scientific progress. 

St. Lawrence International School hosts
grand Graduation Day; students honoured

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR: St. Lawrence International School, Pabni
Road, Jagadhri, organized a grand and dignified Graduation
Day Ceremony. The programme began with the ceremonial
lighting of the lamp before Lord Ganesha and Goddess
Saraswati by the Managing Director, Dr. M. K. Sehgal. The
event aimed to recognize students’ dedication, hard work, and
achievements. Students were honoured with report cards,
trophies, and certificates for their outstanding performance. In
his address, Dr. M. K. Sehgal congratulated students, parents,
and staff, stating that such successful events over the past 12
years reflect the collective dedication of the school community.
He emphasized the school’s commitment to holistic
development through moral values, academic excellence, and
leadership skills, preparing students to become responsible
citizens.Chairperson Dr. Rajni Sehgal highlighted that the
school focuses not only on quality education but also on overall
personality development and strong values. She encouraged
students to strive for excellence as they are the future pillars of
the nation. Principal Ms. Pooja Batra expressed gratitude to all
guests and appreciated the efforts of the teaching and non-
teaching staff for making the event successful. 

TAPINDER SINGH
PATIALA, MAR 19

On the auspicious occasion
of the first Navratri of Chet,
Manish Sisodia, in-charge of
Punjab affairs of the Aam
Aadmi Party, paid obeisance
at the famous Mata Sri Kali
Devi Temple along with his
family. Punjab Health and
Family Welfare Minister Dr.
Balbir Singh was also present
on the occasion. Extending
greetings on Navratri,
Sisodia prayed for peace,
prosperity and progress of
the country and said he felt
fortunate to visit the ancient
and revered temple on the
first day of the festival. He
also participated in a havan at
the temple and said that
visiting the holy place gave
him spiritual peace and new
energy. During the visit, he
reviewed the ongoing

development works at the
temple along with Dr. Balbir
Singh, Mayor Kundan Gogia
and Deputy Commissioner
Varjit Walia. He said the
temple holds great religious
importance across the
country and is a major centre
of faith for devotees. He
added that under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann, the
Punjab Government is
carrying out development

work at the shrine and the
remaining construction will
be completed by the next
Navratri. Sisodia also
emphasized that service at
religious places should be
done with humility and
devotion, adding that there
should be no place for ego in
such work. He said that if he
gets an opportunity in future
to serve any religious place,
he will do so with full
dedication. 

SBI settles Rs. 50 lakh claim of Late
Air Force Officer Archisha Jaswal

BUREAU
MOHALI: As a responsible banker, State Bank of India has
sanctioned and settled a claim of Rs. 50,00,000/- in respect of
Late Air Force Squadron Leader Ms. Archisha Jaswal, as a
tribute to her courage and supreme sacrifice in service of the
nation. The amount has been released in favour of her mother,
Smt. Asha Jaswal, and was handed over on 18.03.2026 in the
presence of DGM (RCWM) Smt. Seema Tiwari, Regional
Manager (RBO1, Mohali) Smt. Ani Kamdi, AGM (RCWM)
Gaurav Narayan Sharma, CM (DVAS) Rajiv Bhatia, and BM
(Kharar) Amrit Pal Singh. This support aims to ensure the
family's financial stability while honouring the legacy of the
brave officer.

Manish Sisodia pays obeisance
at Kali Devi Temple on Navratri

Panipat tightens Rabi procurement
arrangements, 10-day deadline set

Kindergarten Graduation ceremony ‘Kindergarten Bye Bye’ organised at Baba Gandha Singh Public School Barnala



HaryanaHaryana
PAGE 7

FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2026

CHANDIGARH

Life Imprisonment, rigorous 
labour for accused in 'Identified 
Crime' case of Fatehabad
SHIV KUMAR SHARMA 
FATEHABAD: In a judgment delivered today by Tarun Singal, Additional Ses-
sions Judge, Fatehabad, the accused has been sentenced to rigorous life im-
prisonment and a fine of Rs. 1,00,000/- under Section 302 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) (with an additional imprisonment of 3 months in default of payment 
of the fine). Furthermore, a sentence of 3 years of rigorous imprisonment and a 
fine of Rs. 10,000/- (with an additional imprisonment of 1 month in default of 
payment) has also been pronounced under Section 354-A(1)(i) of the IPC.
Providing details regarding this matter, Dr. Sunil Kumar Khichchi, Deputy Direc-
tor of Prosecution, Fatehabad, and Mr. Devender Mittal, District Attorney, Fate-
habad, stated that on September 1, 2022, the complainant's wife was returning 
to Tohana from her maternal home by train, accompanied by her son. During 
the journey, the accused—identified as Sandeep alias Hanuman, a resident of 
Village Kalwan, District Jind—molested the woman and, amidst a physical scuf-
fle, pushed her out of the moving train, resulting in her death. Following the inci-
dent, the GRP Jakhal police took swift action, recovered the body from the 
scene, and, based on the complainant's statement, registered a case under 
Sections 302 and 354 of the IPC at the GRP Hisar Police Station. After conduct-
ing a thorough and impartial investigation, the police arrested the accused and 
submitted the charge sheet to the court. During the trial, Dr. Narendra Singh, 
Assistant District Attorney, presented a strong and credible body of evidence 
while conducting effective arguments on behalf of the prosecution, on the basis 
of which the Court found the accused guilty. Through effective legal representa-
tion in this grave crime, the Prosecution Department has successfully secured a 
conviction and punishment for the guilty party, thereby ensuring that justice was 
served.

Padhana village Sarpanch considers 
himself above HC and DC
CHAMAN LAL 
KARNAL: The Sarpanch of Padhana village is acting under the belief that 
he is superior to both the Punjab and Haryana High Court and the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC). To delay the implementation of orders issued by the 
High Court and the DC, the Sarpanch has filed a petition in the SDM court. 
There is also pressure being exerted on the political administration by a 
public representative from Nilokheri to ensure that this village land is not 
vacated. This case involves land worth crores of rupees. In January, acting 
on orders from the Punjab and Haryana High Court, the district administra-
tion initiated the process to free approximately 88 acres of Panchayati land 
in Padhana village from encroachers and to conduct a legal auction of the 
land, following directives issued to the DC of Karnal. The Panchayat and 
the Revenue Department, along with the Kanungos and Patwaris, began 
the demarcation of the Panchayati land. VDPO Sahib Singh stated that by 
January 18, the land demarcation had been completed; subsequently, a re-
port was submitted to the DC detailing the eviction of illegal encroachers and 
the steps taken to comply with the court's orders. 
Following this report, the DC held a hearing on March 10 and issued direc-
tives to the BDPO of Nilokheri to clear the encroached land in Padhana vil-
lage—in accordance with the High Court's mandate—complete the neces-
sary administrative actions as per the court's orders, and submit a compli-
ance report to the administration. However, before these orders could be 
implemented, the Sarpanch began creating obstacles in their path. Through 
certain intermediaries, he has initiated proceedings to take the matter to the 
SDM court, despite the fact that this matter does not fall under the jurisdic-
tion of the SDM. It is noteworthy that last year, in November, the High Court 
had set a deadline of two months for the completion of this entire process. 
These directives were issued by a Division Bench of the High Court—com-
prising Justice Deepak Sibal and Justice Lapita Banerjee—while hearing a 
petition filed on behalf of Deshraj, a resident of Padhana, and other villag-
ers. The petitioners apprised the court that 88 acres of Panchayat land situ-
ated in Padhana village has historically been utilised as Gaucharan. How-
ever, this land was illegally allotted to influential individuals without conduct-
ing any bidding process. 

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, MAR 19 

Karnal Municipal Corporation 
has intensified preparations for 
Swachh Survey 2025–26, with 
Mayor Renu Bala Gupta urging 
officials and staff to work collec-
tively to secure a top position 
once again.

At a review meeting held on 
Thursday, the mayor highlight-
ed that Karnal had secured the 
third position nationally in the 
‘Swachh City’ category (popula-
tion 50,000–3,00,000) in the previ-
ous survey, becoming the first 
city from Haryana to achieve 
this distinction. She expressed 
confidence that the city can re-
peat or improve upon this per-
formance with coordinated ef-
forts.

Gupta said teams from the 
Union Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs may inspect the 
city at any time, and directed 
officials to launch special drives 
to ensure cleanliness and proper 

civic management. She instruct-
ed that street vendors be sensi-
tised to maintain order, adding 
that while vendors will not be 
unnecessarily harassed, strict 
action will be taken against 
those causing encroachments or 
disrupting public spaces.

She warned that encroach-
ments, littering and traffic ob-
structions will invite strict pen-
alties, including seizure of goods 
in case of violations. Special 
monitoring drives will be car-

ried out on key stretches, includ-
ing Gandhi Chowk to Nirmal 
Kutia, Kalpana Chawla Medical 
College to Dayal Singh College 
and the rear side of the old bus 
stand to Mahila Ashram com-
plex.

The mayor also directed 
vendors to keep green and blue 
dustbins to maintain sanitation 
standards and appealed to citi-
zens to actively participate in 
keeping the city clean and en-
croachment-free.

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
KARNAL, MAR 19 

The Karnal Municipal Corpo-
ration has surpassed its prop-
erty tax collection target for 
the financial year 2025–
26, collecting ₹28.86 
crore and setting a new 
record ahead of the fis-
cal year-end.

The civic body had 
set a target of ₹27 crore 
for the year but exceed-
ed it before March 31. 
Mayor Renu Bala Gup-
ta expressed gratitude 
to citizens for their co-
operation and urged all 
taxpayers to clear their 
pending dues before 
the deadline to avoid 
penalties.

She said residents can 
pay their dues through 
both online and offline 
modes. Six counters have 
been set up at the munici-
pal office on all working 

days for tax payments, 
while online payments can 
be made through the offi-
cial portal.

The Mayor cautioned 
that failure to clear dues on 

time would attract an annu-
al interest of 18 per cent. 
She also hinted at the possi-
bility of a forthcoming in-
terest waiver scheme, 
which could provide relief to 
defaulters and further boost 

revenue collection.
Municipal officials said 

strict action would be taken 
against major defaulters, in-
cluding property attachment 
if required. Tax Superinten-

dent Gagandeep Singh and 
Regional Taxation Officer 
Ankush Parashar said 102 no-
tices have already been is-
sued to defaulters, urging 
them to clear their dues with-
out delay.

 
A. Mona Srinivas 
appointed Resident 
Commissioner of 
Haryana Bhawan

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
NEW DELHI: The Haryana government 
on Thursday issued transfer and post-
ing orders for IAS officers, appointing A. 
Mona Srinivas as the Resident Com-
missioner of Haryana Bhawan in New 
Delhi.
Srinivas was earlier serving as the Ad-
ditional Resident Commissioner at Har-
yana Bhawan. She also holds the addi-
tional charge of Chief Executive Officer 
of the Sonipat Metropolitan Develop-
ment Authority (SMDA).
The appointment is part of a broader 
administrative reshuffle undertaken by 
the state government.

NEWS BRIEFS 

Memorandum submitted to Education Minister to 
expedite the process of Job Security Bill for 

Contractual Teachers of Universities – HUCTA

 Karnal aims to top Swachh Survey again, 
mayor directs intensified preparations

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA 
PANCHKULA, 19 MARCH 

A delegation of Haryana Universities Contractu-
al Teachers Association (HUCTA) submitted a 
memorandum to Higher Education Minister 
Mahipal Dhanda regarding the need to complete 
the process of the proposed Service-Security Bill 
related to job security of contractual teachers 
working in universities in a time-bound and 
speedy manner.

The Higher Education Minister assured 
that the department has collected the required 
information from all universities and the con-
cerned officials are working on the matter so 
that the employment of contractual teachers in 
universities can be secured.

HUCTA State President Dr. Vijay Malik and 
Dr. Suman Ranga stated that the provisions passed 
in the Haryana Extension Lecturers and Guest 

Lecturers (Service Security) Amendment Bill-2026 
should also be included in the proposed Service-Se-
curity Bill for about 1400 contractual assistant pro-
fessors working in government universities of the 
state. They said that by doing so, contractual teach-
ers of universities will also be able to receive all the 
benefits of service security similar to extension 
lecturers working in government colleges. Dr. Vi-
jay Malik demanded that, on the pattern of con-
tractual teachers working in colleges, schools, and 
polytechnics, contractual teachers of universities 
should also be granted job security up to the age of 
60 years in the upcoming Cabinet / Assembly ses-
sion at the earliest. He stated that securing employ-
ment will provide great relief to all contractual 
teachers. He further added that many teachers 
who have already crossed or are about to cross the 
maximum age limit prescribed for regular re-
cruitment will also get significant benefit from 
this decision.

BUREAU  
CHANDIGARH, MARCH 19 

In a major administrative reshuffle, 
the Haryana Government has trans-
ferred 23 Indian Administrative Ser-
vice (IAS) officers with immediate ef-
fect. Chief Secretary Sh. Anurag Ras-
togi has issued an order in this regard.

Dr. Raja Sekhar Vundru has been 
posted as Additional Chief Secretary, 
Printing & Stationery Department 
while retaining the charge of ACS, 
Transport Department.

G. Anupama will now serve as 
Additional Chief Secretary, Social 
Justice, Empowerment, Welfare of 
Scheduled Castes & Backward Class-
es and Antyodaya (SEWA) Depart-
ment and Additional Chief Secretary, 
Civil Aviation Department.

Sh. Apoorva Kumar Singhhas 
been posted as Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Higher Education Department 
and Additional Chief Secretary, PW 
(B&R) and Architecture Department.

Anurag Agarwal has been posted 
as Additional Chief Secretary, Town & 
Country Planning and Urban Estates 
Department.

 Vijayendra Kumarhas been posted 
as Additional Chief Secretary, Agricul-

ture & Farmers’ Welfare Department; 
Officer on Special Duty for the proposed 
Haryana Income Enhancement Board; 
Additional Chief Secretary, Haryana 
(Appointments), Personnel Depart-
ment; and Additional Chief Secretary, 
Sainik & Ardh Sainik Welfare Depart-
ment.

Pankaj Agarwal will be new Princi-
pal Secretary, Irrigation & Water Re-

sources Department; Advisor, Hary-
ana Saraswati Heritage Board; and 
Principal Secretary, Mines & Geology 
Department.

 Vijay Singh Dahiya has been 
posted as Principal Secretary, School 
Education Department, Principal Sec-
retary, Animal Husbandry Depart-
ment and Principal Secretary, Sports 
Department. Ashima Brarhas been 
posted as Commissioner & Secretary, 
Energy Department, in addition to 
her present duties.

Phool Chand Meena in now Chief 
Executive Officer, Faridabad Metro-
politan Development Authority, 
Faridabad, in addition to his present 
duties.

Dr. Saket Kumar has been posted 
as Additional Principal Secretary to 
Chief Minister, Haryana; Commis-
sioner & Secretary, Development & 

Panchayats Department; Commission-
er & Secretary, Cooperation Depart-
ment; and Managing Director, Haryana 
Power Generation Corporation Limit-
ed.

A. Mona Sreenivas has been posted 
as Resident Commissioner, Haryana 
Bhawan, New Delhi and Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Sonipat Metropolitan De-
velopment Authority, Sonipat.

23 IAS officers shifted, Anurag Agarwal 
is new ACS Town and Country Planning

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
JIND, MARCH 19

Under the able guidance of 
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Ram 
Pal Saini, students from the 
Department of Law at Chaud-
hary Ranbir Singh Universi-
ty seized a significant oppor-
tunity to observe the demo-
cratic process firsthand by 
participating in the Budget 
(Finance) Session of the 
Haryana Legislative Assem-
bly. The objective of this edu-
cational excursion was to 
provide students with direct exposure to 
legislative mechanisms, parliamentary 
traditions, and administrative procedures. 
During the visit, the students observed the 
House proceedings with keen interest, 
gaining an understanding of the discus-
sions on various issues, the Question 
Hour, and legislative processes. The Depu-
ty Speaker of the House, Shri Krishan Mid-
dha, extended a warm welcome to the stu-
dents present in the Assembly. He also 
shared inspiring thoughts with the stu-

dents regarding the core spirit of democra-
cy, the role of the legislature, and the im-
portance of youth participation.

The Deputy Speaker made special 
arrangements for refreshments for the 
students, for which all the students ex-
pressed their gratitude. Furthermore, 
Dr. Krishan Lal Middha engaged in a 
cordial photo session with the students 
hailing from Jind city and extended his 
best wishes for their bright future. High-
lighting the significance of this educa-
tional excursion, Prof. Kuldeep Nara, 

Head of the Department of 
Law, and Dr. Deepak 
Wadhwa, Department In-
charge, stated that such ini-
tiatives enrich the students' 
practical knowledge and 
provide them with an oppor-
tunity to move beyond text-
book learning to understand 
real-world scenarios. They 
emphasized that such ex-
cursions play a pivotal role 
in the personality develop-
ment of students and that 
similar programs should 
continue to be organized on 

a regular basis in the future.
On this occasion, faculty members of 

the department—including Dr. Sudesh 
Rani, Dr. Lalita Sharma, Dr. Sujata, and 
other teachers—accompanied the students 
and made significant contributions to-
ward making the entire programme a suc-
cess. This educational excursion not only 
provided the students with a deep under-
standing of the legislative process but also 
instilled in them an awareness of their 
duties as responsible citizens. 

Students of Chaudhary Ranbir Singh 
University participate in Haryana 

District Attorney Devender Mittal 
honoured by minister Shruti Choaudhry
SHIV KUMAR SHARMA 
FATEHABAD: The Department of Women and Child Development, 
Government of Haryana, has honoured Devender Kumar Mittal, the 
District Attorney of Fatehabad, for bringing about a remarkable im-
provement in the sex ratio. A Certificate of Appreciation issued by the 
department states that 
Mittal played a pivotal role 
in raising the sex ratio at 
birth in the district to 961 
in the year 2025, through 
the effective implementa-
tion of the 'Beti Bachao, 
Beti Padhao' scheme.
Under Mittal's leadership, 
a positive transformation 
has been witnessed in the 
demographic landscape 
of Fatehabad. He has 
demonstrated a steadfast 
commitment to the protec-
tion of girl children, the 
strengthening of institu-
tional accountability, and 
the promotion of gender equality. This honour was conferred by the 
Department of Women and Child Development, Government of Harya-
na. While commending his efforts, senior officials of the department 
stated that such initiatives constitute a significant step towards the em-
powerment and secure future of daughters across the state.The local 
administration and citizens alike have congratulated Mittal on this 
achievement, expressing hope that such efforts toward social reform 
will continue in the district under his leadership.

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
ROHTAK, MAR 19

The Department of Physio-
therapy at Baba Mastnath 
University organised a fare-
well ceremony for final-year 
students, aiming to celebrate 
their academic journey and 
wish them success in their 
future endeavours.

The programme was coor-
dinated by Dr Suman Rani, 
with Dr Manila Duhan as 
co-coordinator, while Dr Cha-
ru Sharma efficiently conduct-
ed the event as organising sec-
retary.

University Registrar Dr 
Vinod Kumar and DSW Dr 
Sudhir Malik attended as chief 
guests. Addressing the stu-
dents, Dr Vinod Kumar said 
student life is not limited to 

earning a degree but is a cru-
cial phase for personality de-
velopment. He advised stu-
dents to uphold honesty, disci-
pline and a continuous learn-
ing mindset, adding that those 
who adapt to challenges and 
upgrade their skills are more 
likely to succeed.

Dr Sudhir Malik empha-
sised the importance of having 
clear goals and strong determi-
nation to achieve them. He en-
couraged students to move 
forward with positivity, re-
main socially responsible and 
strive for excellence in their 
professions. He added that the 
values and experiences gained 
at the university would help 
them navigate future challeng-
es.

Faculty members, includ-
ing Dr Sonia, Dr Lalit, Dr Pree-

ti, Dr Jyoti, Dr Ram Mehar, Dr 
Sapna, Dr Vaishali, Dr Sakshi 
and Dr Pinki, also shared their 
experiences and motivated stu-
dents for their professional 
journeys.

Various competitions 
were held during the event. 
Simran was crowned Miss 
Farewell, while Pranav re-
ceived the title of Mr Farewell. 
Alija and Narendra Kumar 
were named Miss Eve and Mr 
Eve respectively, while Jhalak 
and Himanshu Malik won the 
titles of Miss Personality and 
Mr Personality. Students also 
showcased their talent through 
cultural performances, adding 
vibrancy to the event. The cer-
emony concluded on an emo-
tional yet celebratory note, 
with students and faculty 
sharing memories.

 Farewell organised by physiotherapy 
department at BMU Rohtak, 

students given success mantra
DALBIR SINGH MALIK
KURUKSHETRA, MARCH 19

Rajesh Nagar, Haryana's Minister for Food, Civ-
il Supplies, and Consumer Affairs, stated that 
the government and the administration are fully 
vigilant regarding the supply of cooking gas 
within the state. Steps are being taken to ensure 
that citizens do not face 
any difficulties regarding 
cooking gas in their 
homes. Meanwhile, across 
the state, 12 FIRs have 
been registered so far 
against instances of black 
marketing and the illegal 
use of gas cylinders, and 
approximately 169 cylin-
ders have been seized. 
These seizures include 18 
cylinders in Kurukshetra, 60 in Narnaul, 5 in 
Karnal, 21 in Ambala, 28 in Kharkhoda, 18 in 
Faridabad, and 19 in Jind. Minister of State 
Rajesh Nagar was interacting with journalists 
on Thursday following a meeting of the District 
Public Relations and Grievance Redressal Com-
mittee, held at the auditorium of the New Mini 
Secretariat. He mentioned that district-level 
committees have been constituted in all dis-

tricts. These committees primarily comprise the 
Deputy Commissioner, the Superintendent of 
Police, and the District Food and Supplies Con-
troller (DFSC). These teams are taking strict 
action whenever complaints related to cooking 
gas are received.

Minister of State Rajesh Nagar affirmed that 
the state government is deeply concerned about 

the welfare of the state's 
citizens. There is no 
need for any citizen to 
panic. He stated that sup-
plies are arriving in full 
from the source, and 
these supplies are, in 
turn, being fully distrib-
uted to the public. The 
situation within the 
state remains complete-
ly under control. Citi-

zens have absolutely no reason to be anxious. In 
Kurukshetra, the daily consumption of cylin-
ders typically stood at around 8,000 units, and 
currently, approximately 8,000 cylinders are in-
deed being supplied to citizens every day. He 
observed that, in the current scenario, it has 
been noticed that citizens are rushing to agen-
cies to get all the cylinders present in their 
homes refilled simultaneously. 

 Govt and admin fully vigilant regarding 
cooking gas in state: Rajesh Nagar

 Karnal MC collects Rs. 28.86 crore in 
property tax, sets new record

Gopal Sharan elected unanimously 
as National President of All  
India Agarwal conference
HANS RAJ YADAV 
KURUKSHETRA: Meeting of All India Agarwal Conference was held at Agra 
Vibhuti Smarak in Agroha.Gopal Sharan Garg was unanimously elected as Na-
tional President of All India Agarwal Conference for a five-year term. Organiza-
tion's National Organizing Secretary, Kharaiti Lal Singla, stated that election of 
Gopal Sharan Garg as National President has sparked a wave of joy through-
out Agarwal community 
in Haryana. He noted 
that meeting held at 
Agra Vibhuti Smarak in 
Agroha was attended by 
a large number of com-
munity members, includ-
ing Panchkula Mayor 
and State President Kul-
bhushan Goyal, State 
Vice President Vishal 
Singla, Kurukshetra District President Naveen Singla, Piyush Bansal, Odisha 
President Om Prakash Bapodia, Vinod Agarwal (Surat), Pramod Mittal (Muzaf-
farnagar), Surendra Gupta (Punjab), Chandmal Agarwal (Visakhapatnam), Ku-
rukshetra District Women's Wing President Urmil Agarwal, Kamlesh Ladwa and 
Nisha Tayal. Kurukshetra unit distributed laddoos to celebrate Gopal Sharan 
Garg's re-election as National President of All India Agarwal Conference. Upon 
arriving in Kurukshetra, Kharaiti Lal Singla remarked that National President 
Gopal Sharan Garg has been dedicated to task of strengthening Agarwal com-
munity for many years. Entire Agarwal community places its complete trust in 
his experience, guidance and foresight. 



EDITORIAL 
NavIC needs urgent reset to meet 

India’s navigation goals
illed as India’s answer to the American GPS network, the indigenous 

Bsatellite navigation system — Navigation with Indian Constellation 
(NavIC) — is plagued by technical failures and ageing infrastructure. It 

needs an urgent reset if the ambitious goals set by the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) are to be met. Experts have commented that NavIC 
represents a classic case of overpromising and underdelivering. It is ironic that 
just two years ago, the Ministry of Science and Technology had described it as “a 
magnificent gem in the crown of India’s technological prowess” and “a beacon of 
self-reliance, shining brightly in the world of satellite navigation”. Despite ISRO’s 
commendable technological achievements, persistent issues such as satellite 
failures, delays, and limited integration in consumer devices have restricted 
NavIC’s effectiveness. The system’s primary weakness has been the failure of 
onboard rubidium atomic clocks — many of which were imported. Without these 
precise clocks, satellites cannot provide accurate positioning data, leading to a 
cascade of service capability losses. The clocks have continued to malfunction, 
and as many as five satellites have been rendered unusable. A functional 
satellite navigation system requires at least four satellites to be visible 
simultaneously for reliable positioning. With reports indicating that the 
constellation has fallen below this threshold, the system’s reliability for critical 
applications like defence, disaster management, and transportation is 
severely compromised. The navigation system was envisioned as a 
step towards self-reliance in satellite-based navigation, yet its 
relatively low usage in smartphones and commercial applications 
reflects gaps in policy execution and industry collaboration.
Immediate corrective steps can help NavIC realise its true potential. The idea of 
NavIC was born out of a strategic need for indigenous navigation and timing 
services, particularly after India was denied access to foreign GPS data 
during the Kargil War. The NavIC was designed to provide precise position, 
velocity, and timing information over India and surrounding areas. It was 
meant to be particularly useful in high-altitude areas where signals from 
global systems are sometimes unavailable. The hybrid operation of NavIC, 
along with GPS and other systems, could contribute to higher accuracy 
and seamless operation in certain geographic areas. However, the 
commercial and public utilisation of NavIC has remained very low. India’s 
mobile phone market currently has some 20 major brands and 700 phone 
models. To enable handsets to support the Indian navigation system, 
changes must be made to both hardware and software. Although some 
chipset manufacturers are shipping processors that support NavIC, a study 
by the Space Applications Centre and Vishwakarma University, Pune, 
found that NavIC signals on many devices remain invisible or are filtered 
out by low-level drivers, even though hardware support exists. Over the 
decades, ISRO has delivered complex scientific and operational missions, 
developing indigenous capability in key segments of space technology. However, 
it has faced huge challenges when it comes to the mass application of space 
technology beyond dedicated government use.

For decades, Dubai has carefully 
cultivated the image of a city insulated 
from the turbulence of West Asia. Its 

glittering skyline, world-class infrastructure 
and cosmopolitan lifestyle projected a 
reassuring message to investors and 
expatriates alike: that amid a volatile region, 
Dubai offered stability, opportunity and global 
connectivity.
That carefully constructed narrative has 
recently come under strain, as Iranian missiles 
and drones began targeting Dubai's iconic 
landmarks -including the Burj Al Arab, Palm 
Jumeirah and the international airport- from 1 
March, in retaliation for joint Israeli-American 
air raids. Although the UAE's air defence 
systems intercepted most of the projectiles 
and physical damage, so far, appears 
limited, the deeper impact lies elsewhere.
The incident challenges the psychological 
foundations of Dubai's economic model - its 
reputation as a safe and predictable hub in an 
uncertain region. Even if the conflict subsides 
quickly, restoring that perception of stability 
may take longer.

Dubai's rise from a modest trading port to 
the urbs prima of West Asia within four 
decades is one of the most remarkable urban 
transformations of our time. Unlike its 
neighbour Abu Dhabi, Dubai possesses 
relatively modest oil reserves. Recognising 
this constraint early, the ruling Al Maktoum 
royal family pursued an ambitious strategy of 
diversification focused on logistics, aviation, 
finance, tourism and real estate. 
Infrastructure investment was central to this 
transformation. The development of Jebel 
Ali Port in 1979 - today one of the world's 
largest free trade zones - helped establish 
Dubai as a global logistics hub. The rapid 
expansion of Emirates Airline further 
strengthened the city's role as a major 
transit centre connecting Europe, Asia and 
Africa.

The "Dubai model" combines aggressive 
market liberalisation with a highly proactive 
state capable of planning and executing 
projects at remarkable speed. Urban branding 
has also played a significant role. Iconic 
architecture and ambitious mega-projects-
from the Burj Khalifa to the Palm Jumeirah - 
signal global ambition while reinforcing the 
city's reputation as a centre of innovation 
and opportunity. At the same time, the 

model depends heavily on a large 
expatriate workforce with limited citizenship 
rights. This flexible labour system has 
allowed Dubai to sustain rapid economic 
expansion while maintaining 
competitiveness.

Dubai's rise has also been shaped by 
regional instability. The emirate has repeatedly 
attracted capital and talent during crises 
elsewhere from Lebanese businesses 
relocating during the civil war of the 1970s to 
investors unsettled by the Arab Spring, and 
more recently Russians moving assets after 
the Ukraine conflict. In many ways, Dubai 
filled the vacuum left by Beirut's decline as 
the Arab world's financial and cultural 
centre by offering political stability, open 
markets and modern infrastructure.

Institutional innovation further 
strengthened this strategy. The establishment 
of the Dubai International Financial Centre 
(DIFC) in 2004 introduced regulatory 

frameworks modelled on global financial hubs 
such as London and New York. By 2025, 
DIFC had grown into a major financial centre 
hosting more than 290 banks, 102 hedge 
funds, around 500 wealth management 
firms and nearly 1,300 family-related 
entities.

Dubai has also invested heavily in 
cultivating a cosmopolitan cultural identity. 
Cultural districts such as Alserkal Avenue and 
Dubai Design District have become important 
spaces for artists, designers and creative 
entrepreneurs, helping position the emirate as 
a regional hub for the arts and creative 
industries. This openness contrasts with the 
more restrictive social environments found 
in several other countries in the 
neighbourhood and has contributed 
significantly to branding Dubai as the prime 
urban centre of the Arab world.

For India, Dubai functions not merely as 
a trading partner but as a crucial western 

gateway to the global economy. Few cities 
outside India are as deeply embedded in the 
country's commercial and social networks. 
The UAE is India's third-largest trading partner 
and the second-largest destination for Indian 
exports. Dubai plays a central role as a 
logistics and re-export hub through which 
Indian goods - from textiles and jewellery to 
machinery and food products - are routed 
to markets across West Asia and Africa. 
Many Indian companies also use the city as 
a base for managing their regional 
operations, benefiting from its connectivity, 
financial services and global infrastructure.

Equally important is the human bridge 
linking the two economies. By 2025, the 
Indian diaspora in the UAE was estimated at 
about 4.36 million people nearly 38 per cent of 
the country's population - with the largest 
concentration in Dubai itself. Their remittances 
support millions of households across India.

Cultural and sporting connections have 

also made Dubai a familiar and glamorous 
presence in India's popular imagination. It is 
a favourite location for Bollywood films, 
concerts and promotional events, with its 
skyline and landmarks appearing in movies 
such as ‘Pathaan’, ‘Happy New Year’ and 
‘Tiger Zinda Hai’. The Dubai Intemational 
Cricket Stadium frequently serves as a 
neutral venue for high-profile India-
Pakistan fixtures and IPL tournaments. 
The city's Gold Souk often sits at the top 
of tourists’ bucket lists. Together, they 
have turned the city into a glittering 
extension of India's cultural and sporting 
world.

Geopolitical instability in this prime 
gateway city would therefore have wide-
ranging implications, impacting trade flows, 
capital movements and mobility patterns.

Dubai's success has always depended 
on persuading investors, businesses, and 
professionals that it offers safety and stability 
in an otherwise volatile region. Over four 
decades, the emirate has leveraged its 
strategic location-within reach of nearly two-
thirds of the world's population - and built 
world-class infrastructure to support that.

Yet geography also exposes it to 
geopolitical risks. The confrontation involving 
Iran, Israel and the United States 
underscores how closely Dubai's fortunes 
are tied to the stability of the wider Gulf 

region. The UAE lies just a short distance 
away from Iran across the narrow Strait of 
Hormuz one of the world's most sensitive 
maritime chokepoints through which a 
significant share of global oil shipments 
passes. Any prolonged disruption to 
shipping lanes or aviation routes could 
quickly affect investor sentiment and global 
trade flows. Demography adds another layer 
of vulnerability. Over 88 per cent of the UAE's 
population of 11.57 million are expatriates - 
making it one of the most expatriate 
dominated societies in the world. In times of 
regional instability, the confidence of this 
globally mobile population and the capital and 
expertise they bring can be fragile.

The deeper vulnerability lies in Dubai's 
economic model. With limited oil resources, 
the emirate depends on logistics, finance, 
tourism and real estate sectors highly 
sensitive to investor confidence and 
geopolitical shocks.

India is on track to emerge as one of the top 
five global entertainment markets by 2030, 
while its podcast ecosystem is expected to 

grow multi-fold over the next three-to-five 
years, according to a report by Deloitte.The 
report highlighted that India's entertainment 
sector is witnessing strong momentum, 
supported by rising consumer demand, digital 
adoption, and expanding revenue streams. 
Corporate sponsorships, which account for 
nearly 40 per cent of revenues, underline the 
sector's growing economic potential.

It stated, "India is heading for a global top 
five entertainment position by 2030... India's 
podcast market will grow multifold over the next 
three-to-five years".The report mentioned that 
in 2024, the live events segment added nearly 
Rs 13 billion in incremental revenue, driven by 
strong demand and improved monetisation 
beyond brand sponsorships. The report noted 
that premium ticketing, including VIP and luxury 
experiences, doubled year-on-year, reflecting 
increased audience spending and higher 
returns for promoters and investors.This trend, 
coupled with the emergence of high-value 
customer segments, points to stronger 
profitability prospects for live-event 
investments. Concerts, in particular, are 
evolving into multi-billion-dollar economic 
engines, influencing allied sectors such as 

tourism, hospitality, taxes, and sustainability.By 
2030, India has the potential to become one of 
the top five live entertainment markets globally, 
alongside the US, the UK, South Korea, and 
the UAE.

The report added that with continued 
strategic investments, policy support, and 
infrastructural upgrades, India is well-positioned 

to become a leading global live entertainment 
destination.On the digital front, Deloitte said 
India's podcast market is poised for significant 
expansion. The segment is expected to grow at 
a high double-digit CAGR over the next three-
to-five years, driven by widespread smartphone 
usage, affordable data priced at around Rs 9 
(USD 0.10), and evolving digital consumption 

habits.Podcast consumption in India has 
doubled within a year, indicating a shift from 
experimentation to large-scale adoption. The 
report noted that the country remains an 
underpenetrated but high-potential market, 
with adoption levels at 12 per cent compared 
to 47 per cent monthly usage in the 
US.India's strong mobile-first ecosystem, 
with 1.2 billion mobile subscribers and 955 
million wireless internet users, is further 
supporting this growth. Rising data 
consumption, particularly among 5G users 
who now consume about 40 GB per month 
compared to around 27.5 GB earlier, is also 
accelerating adoption.The audience base for 
podcasts is projected to expand to 100-200 
million listeners during 2024-2025, marking 
a transition from trial usage to routine and 
eventually becoming embedded in daily life 
across activities such as commutes, 
workouts, and downtime. The report added 
that this growth will enable the development 
of regional language ecosystems, niche 
communities, new storytelling formats, and 
creator-led media models.Deloitte noted that 
while India's podcast market is still in its 
early stages, it is now entering a scale phase 
where monetisation, localisation, and 
intellectual property creation are expected to 
accelerate.

Dubai’s safe-haven reputation tested amid rising gulf tensions
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No US president in living 
memory has gone to war 
with less public support than 

Donald Trump has for the war in 
Iran. Even Barack Obama's much-
maligned Libyan intervention began 
with 60 per cent of Americans in 
support in 2011.
There is no poll that shows a 
majority of Americans supporting 
the Iran war, and multiple polls 
showing clear majorities against it. 
And wars usually lose public 
support as they go on.

Trump did not make a public 
case for the war before it began, 
because he preferred quick, 
surprising strikes preceded by 
theatrical suspense. He presented 
the vast military buildup in the 
Persian Gulf as a high-pressure 
negotiating tactic in the short-lived 
bargaining sessions over Iran's 
nuclear enrichment.

Trump was undoubtedly 
emboldened by the tactical success 
of his removal of Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro, though 
that too was not very popular with 
Americans.

Wars are not necessarily 
better when the US government 

invests a huge effort in justifying 
them. The justification for the 
disastrous Iraq War, after all, was 
based on misperceptions, 
distortions and falsehoods. But by 
completely disregarding US public 
opinion before the war, Trump now 
finds himself in all kinds of trouble 
as he tries to fight it.

Political scientist Bruce 
Jentleson argued that public 
support for war in the United States 
depends not just on how the war is 
going, but on the public's 
understanding of the war's aims. 
The US public is much more likely 
to support wars aimed at imposing 
restraints on aggressive powers 
than wars aimed at bringing 
political change to other countries.

That theory explains why the 
Bush administration made such an 
effort to claim Iraq had weapons of 
mass destruction and was linked to 
the September 11 terrorist attacks, 
even though "regime change" was 
the aim of the Iraq war.

Regime change is also, quite 
clearly, the aim of the Iran war. 
Trump has been talking about it for 
months, and is still talking about it. 
It was only after the bombs started 

falling on Iran that Trump and his 
administration began to make the 
case that Iran was an "imminent 
threat" to the US. It wasn't very 
convincing.

After all, Trump had been 
boasting until recently that he had 
"completely obliterated" Iran's 
nuclear programme the year 

before. In a video released shortly 
after the attacks, Trump complained 
about the 1979 Tehran hostage 
crisis, the 1983 Hezbollah attack on 
US marines in Beirut, and the 2000 
bombing of the USS Cole, which he 
said Iran was "probably involved 
in".

It was left to Secretary of State 

Marco Rubio to make the 
convoluted argument that the US 
was acting in preemptive self-
defence, because it knew Israel 
was going to strike Iran, and that 
Iran would retaliate against 
Americans in West Asia. That did 
not play well in a country 
increasingly wary of Israel. A 

Gallup poll released just before the 
war began showed that, for the first 
time this century, more Americans 
said their sympathies were with 
Palestinians than Israelis. Recently, 
the biggest drop in support for 
Israel has been among political 
Independents, whose views have 
shifted significantly during the Gaza 
War.

Tucker Carlson, the loudest 
critic of the Iran war on the right, 
immediately labelled it "Israel's 
war". Joe Rogan, an influential 
figure among Trump's 2024 support 
base of disillusioned young men, 
said they felt "betrayed" by the war.

Meanwhile, Secretary of 
Defense Pete Hegseth has tried to 
sell the war to Americans by 
gloating about the death, 
destruction and fear being inflicted 
on Iran. Even as investigations 
show the US military was 
responsible for the bombing of a 
school that killed more than a 
hundred children, he dismisses 
rules of military engagement as 
"stupid". The most recent 
Quinnipiac Poll showed Hegseth's 
approval rating at 37 per cent.

Despite high-profile opponents 

like Carlson and Marjorie Taylor 
Greene, Trump still has most of the 
MAGA base with him for now. They 
were never really opposed to 
foreign wars. What they hated was 
losing foreign wars, and Trump is 
promising them swift victory in Iran. 
But Trump has not prepared them 
or anyone else, including his own 
cabinet, for the costs this war will 
incur. Especially the disruption to 
global oil markets, which the 
International Energy Agency is 
calling the largest in history, and 
which will elevate the cost of 
everything from travel to food.

Trump's rhetoric about the 
price of war has hardly been 
Churchillian. One night he posted 
on social media that a short term 
increase in oil prices is "a very 
small price to pay for USA, and 
World, Safety and Peace. Only 
Fools Would Think Differently!"

But the next day he was 
forced to calm markets by claiming 
the war was nearly over. The 
Iranian regime, whose main goal is 
survival, is well aware of the 
political and economic 
vulnerabilities of the US and its 
West Asian allies, and these 

appear to be what it is targeting.
At the beginning of the war, 

Iran's seemingly scattered attacks 
on infrastructure, embassies and 
hotels in Gulf states were a source 
of mirth for some American 
commentators. But these were 
eventually enough to shut down 
large swathes of energy production 
and shipping, and inflict far more 
pain than Trump or his supporters 
were expecting.

Trump was already facing the 
same domestic problem that Joe 
Biden faced. It doesn't matter how 
much you tell Americans about 
positive GDP, stock market and 
employment numbers; if they are 
struggling with the cost of living, 
their view of both the economy and 
the President will be bleak.

Trump's glib dismissals of the 
price of oil are sounding a lot like 
his airy reassurances at the 
beginning of the pandemic. Few 
Republicans in Congress have 
been prepared to stand up to Trump 
over the war. But as midterm 
elections approach, many of them 
will be silently praying he finds an 
excuse to end it as soon as 
possible.

Vikram Doraiswami, currently 
serving as the High 
Commissioner of India to the 

United Kingdom, has been 
appointed as the next Ambassador 
of India to China, the Ministry of 
External Affairs said in a statement 
on Thursday.In an official statement, 
the MEA said, "Vikram K. 
Doraiswami (IFS:1992), presently 
High Commissioner of India to the 
United Kingdom, has been 
appointed as the next Ambassador 
of India to the People's Republic of 
China.".He is expected to take up 
the assignment shortly.Doraiswami 
joined the Indian Foreign Service in 
1992. Before that, he did journalism 
for a year.According to MEA, he 
received his master's degree in 
history from Delhi University.After 
completing his in-service training in 
New Delhi from 1992-1993, 
Doraiswami was appointed Third 
Secretary in the Indian Embassy in 
Hong Kong in May 1994. He 
completed a Diploma in the Chinese 
Language at New Asia Yale-in-Asia 
Language School, Chinese 
University of Hong Kong.In 
September 1996, he was appointed 
to the Indian Embassy in Beijing, 
where he served for about four 
years.

On his return to the Ministry of 
External Affairs in New Delhi in 
2000, Doraiswami was appointed 
Deputy Chief of Protocol (Official). 
After two years he was promoted to 
the Prime Minister's office. Later he 
served as Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister of India.In 2006, 
Doraiswami took charge as the 
Political Counselor at the Permanent 
Mission of India to the United 
Nations in New York and in October 
2009 as the Consul General of India 
in Johannesburg, South Africa.In 
July 2011, Doraiswamy returned to 
the Ministry of External Affairs in 
New Delhi, where he headed the 
South Asian Association for 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
Division. During this period he was 
also the coordinator of the Fourth 
BRICS Summit in New Delhi in 
March 2012.From October 2012 to 
October 2014, Doraiswami was the 
Joint Secretary in the Americas 
Division of the Ministry of External 
Affairs. He became India's 
Ambassador to Uzbekistan in 
October 2014, before being 
appointed India's Ambassador to 
Korea in April 2015.After completing 
this duty, he returned to the 
headquarters in July 2018 and 
served as the head of the 
Bangladesh and Myanmar 
department.

Vikram Doraiswami appointed as 
next Indian Ambassador to China

Trump’s Iran war gamble: Deep public skepticism and rising political costs

Look at the sky. We are not alone. The whole universe is 
friendly to us and conspires only to give the

 best to those who dream and work. 

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

Podcasts, live events power India's entertainment 
surge to global top 5 by 2030
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CHANDIGARH: Architect Sangeet Sharma has released his latest book, Cubist 
Modernism – The Architecture of Sangeet Sharma, a visually rich and reflective work 
documenting key projects from his decades-long architectural practice. More than a 
compilation, the book traces the evolution of a distinct design philosophy rooted in 
Chandigarh’s modernist legacy and reinterpreted for contemporary times.Belonging to 
the second generation of architects influenced by the city’s founding vision, Sharma 
draws inspiration from Le Corbusier and his team, which shaped Chandigarh’s iconic 
urban identity. His father, Shivdatt Sharma, who worked with Corbusier, instilled in him 
core principles such as clarity, proportion, and structural discipline.While acknowledging 
this foundation, Sharma emphasizes the need for each generation to reinterpret 
inherited ideas. His concept of “Cubist Modernism” evolves traditional modernist 
values—clarity of form, structural honesty, and climate responsiveness—into a bold 
architectural language defined by fragmented geometries, intersecting volumes, and 
dynamic play of light and shadow.Drawing parallels with the Cubism movement in art, 
the book explores how multiple perspectives can be translated into architecture through 
faceted surfaces and spatial complexity. For Sharma, geometry is not ornamental but 
integral to structure, proportion, and experience.The publication also reflects on the 
gradual evolution of an architectural practice, demonstrating how a consistent design 
language can emerge from regional context without imitation. It positions modernism as 
a living, evolving tradition rather than a closed historical chapter.Through this work, 
Sharma conveys three key ideas: modernism continues to evolve, architectural identity 
develops over time through practice, and regional voices can meaningfully contribute to 
global discourse. 

Cubist Modernism: Sangeet Sharma’s 
Architectural Journey Captured in New Book

CHANDIGARH:  The much-awaited Punjabi film Rabb Da Radio 3 created a wave of 
excitement with the grand launch of its official trailer at a vibrant press conference held. 
The event witnessed the presence of the film’s stellar cast, turning the atmosphere 
electric with anticipation and celebration.
Leading stars Tarsem Jassar and Nimrat Khaira were joined by artists like Navdeep 
Kaller, Ronak Joshi, Shavinder Mahal, Prakash Gadhu, Malkeet Rauni, Manjit Singh, 
and Tarsem Paul, along with the film’s creative team. The highlight of the event was the 
unveiling of the film’s emotionally rich trailer, offering a glimpse into its heartfelt 
narrative, rooted in love, family values, and cultural depth.
The trailer immediately struck a chord with the audience, showcasing powerful 
performances, soul-stirring music, and a nostalgic essence that has been the hallmark 
of the Rabb Da Radio franchise. During the media interaction, the cast shared their 
experiences and emotional connection with the film, emphasising the passion and 
dedication that went into bringing this story to life.
Presented by Vehli Janta Films, the film is directed by Harry Bhatti and produced by 
Manpreet Singh Johal, with cinematography by Jaypee Singh. The film stars Tarsem 
Jassar and Nimrat Khaira in the lead roles. The film also features a powerful ensemble 
cast including Nirmal Rishi, Ronak Joshi, Jatinder Kaur, Sunita Dhir, Seema Kaushal, 
Gurpreet Bhangu, Rupinder Rupi, Satwant Kaur, Pawan Johal, Kulbir Virk, Amanjot 
Kaur, Sanshi, and Apneet Bajwa, among others.
With the album already resonating with listeners and generating enthusiastic 
responses, anticipation for the film continues to grow. Rabb Da Radio 3 is set to release 
in theatres on April 3, promising audiences another heartfelt story filled with emotion, 
culture, and music.

A Story That Feels Like Home – 
Rabb Da Radio 3 Trailer Unveiled

KANGRA : Former Union Minister and Hamirpur 
MP Anurag Singh Thakur offered prayers along 
with his wife at Maa Baglamukhi temple in 
Bankhandi and Maa Jwala Ji temple on the 
occasion of Navratri and the Hindu New Year, 
seeking blessings for the well-being of 
all.Extending greetings, Thakur said he conveys 
his best wishes to everyone on the auspicious 
occasion of Nav Samvatsar, Vikram Samvat 
2083 and Chaitra Navratri. He described the 
festival as a symbol of India’s rich cultural 
heritage, faith and scientific traditions.He said the 
festival reflects unity in diversity, strength through 
devotion and a collective spirit for national 
welfare. He prayed for happiness, peace and 
prosperity in the lives of all and urged people to take a pledge, with the blessings of 
Maa Durga, to work towards building a strong, cultured and prosperous India.

SHARMA
LUDHIANA– in view of upcoming 31 March, the Income Tax Department is conducting 
survey activities. Under this, a team of the Income Tax Department conducted a survey 
on three showrooms of leading local readymade showroom chain in city today. sources 
informed that team of Range-1 conducted a survey on Jawahar Nagar, BRS Nagar and 
Ghumar Mandi of said readymade store chain Moms And Me today. During this, the 
department examined the transactions and documents of the said firm. But the 
department did not provide any information about the survey. The investigation was 
going on till late evening.

Anurag Thakur offers prayers at Baglamukhi 
and Jwala Ji temples on Navratri

Income Tax Dept. holds survey on 
readymade showroom
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MEGH RAJ LUTHRA
KARNAL: In Indira Colony,
situated on Vikram Marg, the
women of the 'Nari Shakti
Manch' commenced their
worship of Goddess Durga on
the auspicious occasion of
Navratri, continuing a tradition
observed in previous years. On
the first day, homage was paid

to Goddess Shailputri—an
incarnation of Goddess Durga.
While performing the rituals
and reciting the sacred legends
at the residence of the Dr. Arora
family, Dr. Anju Arora
explained that, in her previous
birth, Goddess Shailputri was
Sati—the daughter of Prajapati
Daksha and the wife of Lord

Shiva. Once, Daksha organised
a grand Yagna to which Lord
Shiva was not invited. Sati
attended the Yagna uninvited,
where Daksha subjected Lord
Shiva to severe humiliation.
Unable to bear the insult
directed at her husband, Sati
immolated herself in the sacred
fire of the Yagna. 

NEWS BRIEF

Special committee
constituted for
smooth supply of
essential commodities
RANVIR  PARASHAR
KALAYAT: Sub-Divisional
Administration has taken
necessary steps to ensure smooth
supply of essential commodities.
Issuing strict directives under the
Essential Commodities Act, 1955,
SDM of Kalayat, Ajay Hooda, has
constituted a special committee.
This committee will be chaired by
Naib Tehsildar of Kalayat, while
officials from various concerned
departments have been included
as members.Primary objective of
committee is to ensure availability
of essential commodities within
sub-divisional area, monitor their
proper storage and make these
items available to general public
at prescribed rates. He clarified
that strict action will be taken
against those who violate
regulations. committee will
conduct regular and surprise
inspections across area,
maintaining a close watch on
storage, sale and transportation of
commodities. In cases involving
hoarding or black marketing, strict
legal action will be initiated
against culprits under Essential
Commodities Act, 1955.
Cooperation of Police Department
will also be sought for
enforcement activities whenever

HANS RAJ YADAV
KURUKSHETRA, MAR 19

While hearing the complaint of
Sonu Narang, a resident of
Mahavir Colony, Ladwa,
Haryana's Food, Civil Supplies
and Consumer Affairs Minister,
Rajesh Nagar, directed that action
be taken against the two
suspended Food and Supplies
Department inspectors in
accordance with the FIR. A
recommendation to re-suspension
of them should be sent to
headquarters. The minister was
addressing the monthly meeting
of the District Public Relations
and Grievance Redressal
Committee held in the auditorium
of the new Mini Secretariat on
Thursday. Deputy Commissioner
Vishram Kumar Meena and
District President Tijendra Singh
Goldy were also present. Of the
15 cases on the meeting agenda,

nine were resolved on the spot
after hearing, while the remaining
six were kept pending for the next
meeting. Acting on the complaint
of Vishnu Colony resident
SomPrakash, Minister of State
Rajesh Nagar directed the police
to take action against the person
who occupied the house despite
payment being made in the
account and ensured the
possession of the house to the
complainant. Complainant
SomPrakash told in the complaint
that after taking the full payment
from him and getting the registry
transfer done and giving him the
possession, his house was again
occupied. On the complaint of
Somi, Neelam and Manjeet,
residents of village Jhivnredi,
Minister of State Rajesh Nagar
told the officials of Canara Bank
that the loan amount of the
women who had taken group loan
should be settled.

Govt dedicated to interests of farmers
and labourers: Yogendra Rana
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Ratnavali Youth Saang Festival
begins at Arya College Panipat

RAKESH BHAYANA
PANIPAT: A colourful glimpse of Haryana’s folk culture was
witnessed at the O.P. Singla Auditorium of Arya PG College
during the grand opening of the 11th Ratnavali Youth Saang
Festival. The programme began with the ceremonial lighting of
the lamp followed by traditional dholak beats that created a
vibrant cultural atmosphere. Renowned social worker and
industrialist Harpal Dhanda attended the function as the chief
guest. Addressing the youth, he said that Saang represents the
identity of Haryana’s soil and reflects its traditions, values and
stories of bravery. He appreciated Arya College for keeping the
younger generation connected with its cultural roots. President
Award-winning folk singer Prem Dehati also graced the
occasion as a special guest and said that Saang is not just a
performance but a form of devotion to folk art. He encouraged
the youth to preserve this heritage and also presented soulful
raginis that captivated the audience. On the first day, the team
from R.K.S.D. College presented the traditional Saang ‘Pingla-
Bhartrihari’, beautifully portraying the emotional story of King
Bhartrihari and Queen Pingla. The performance, supported by
sarangi, dholak and synchronized movements, received loud
applause from the audience. 

Janata Samadhan camp resolves 18
complaints on the spot in Panipat

RAKESH BHAYANA
PANIPAT: Under the guidance of Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini and as per the directions of Deputy
Commissioner Dr. Virender Kumar Dahiya, the Janata
Samadhan Camp organized at the District Secretariat
auditorium is emerging as a strong platform of trust and hope
for the public. During the camp held on Thursday, Municipal
Corporation Joint Commissioner Dr. Sanjay heard the
grievances of the complainants and issued clear instructions
to the concerned officials for their early resolution. He said
that the camp is not just a forum for filing complaints but
reflects the administration’s commitment to providing quick
and effective solutions. He directed officials to ensure that
every complaint is resolved within the stipulated time.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Satish Vats said that
complaints related to the police department are being
addressed on priority and the safety of citizens remains the
top responsibility of the police. A total of 18 complaints were
received during the camp, mainly related to income
correction in Family ID, pension cases, ration cards and
police matters. 

It's Imperative for children to be mentally strong, self-
reliant and emotionally balanced: Rajpal Basniwal

MAHENDER GOYAL
HISAR: Divyang Ekadhikar Punarvas Trust organized a
significant and enlightening workshop on the subject of
Teacher Training on Mental Health and Skill Development at
Digvijay Memorial School, Kamri. Primary objective of this
workshop was to sensitize teachers regarding mental health of
their students and to familiarize them with effective techniques
for fostering development of their life skills. During program,
experts shared practical strategies with the teachers for
identifying rising levels of stress, anxiety, depression and
behavioral issues among students, as well as for providing
them with appropriate guidance. Furthermore, special
emphasis was placed on critical life skills such as decision-
making ability, problem-solving, communication skills, self-
awareness and emotional balance. Rajpal Singh Basniwal,
Convener of Divyang Ekadhikar Punarvas Trust, stated in his
comprehensive address that in today's times, the scope of
education is no longer limited merely to bookish knowledge. It
is absolutely imperative for children to be mentally strong, self-
reliant and emotionally balanced. Due to modern lifestyles and
intense competition, stress, anxiety and behavioral issues are
rapidly increasing among children; therefore, it is crucial to
identify these issues in a timely manner and provide necessary
guidance to steer them in right direction.

Haryana Human Rights Commission seeks report
on punishment to girl students in Hisar School

RAHUL KOHLI
YAMUNANAGAR: The Haryana Human Rights
Commission has taken suo motu cognizance of an incident
reported from a government school in Hisar district, where
girl students were allegedly forced to perform “squat
punishment” and paraded around the school premises. The
Commission took action after a news report published on
March 7, 2026 brought the matter to its notice. According to
the report, the incident occurred at Government High School,
Village Jagan, Block Agroha in Hisar district. Videos related
to the incident were circulated and also sent to the office of the
District Education Officer, following which an inquiry
committee was constituted. The full Commission, comprising
Chairperson Justice Lalit Batra and members Kuldip Jain and
Deep Bhatia, observed that if the allegations are found true,
the act would amount to a serious violation of the dignity,
safety and mental well-being of the girl students. The
Commission stated that physical punishment or mental
harassment in the name of discipline is unacceptable and
against the spirit of initiatives like Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao.
The Commission noted that under the Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009, physical
punishment and mental harassment are prohibited, and
provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act may also apply if the
allegations are proved. It further observed that schools are
responsible for providing a safe and respectful environment to
students and such incidents harm the trust of children in the
education system. The Commission has directed the Deputy
Commissioner, Superintendent of Police, District Education
Officer and the Headmaster of the concerned school to submit
detailed reports regarding the incident, action taken, and
preventive measures. 

Nine complaints resolved at
DPR and grievance redressal

committee meeting

Key decisions taken at Market
Committee meeting

JAIBEER RANA THAMBER
BARARA: A meeting was held at the Barara Market
Committee office, presided over by Chairman Kulraj Sharma.
The meeting was attended by the Market Committee
Secretary, the Vice-Chairman, and other members. Kulraj
Sharma stated that the budget for the year 2026-27 was
passed during the meeting, and deliberations were held
regarding ensuring the provision of basic amenities at the
grain market during the upcoming Rabi season. Furthermore,
Chairman Kulraj Sharma also convened a separate meeting
with the Arhtiyas, during which the Arhtiyas and their
Munims were apprised of the new guidelines issued by the
government and the Board office for the Rabi season. 

SHIV KUMAR SHARMA
ASSANDH/KARNAL, MAR 19

Yogendra Rana, MLA from the
Assandh constituency, visited the
Jundla Mandal today. During his
visit, while on one hand he
interacted with party workers to
discuss strengthening the
organization, on the other, the
MLA presided over a significant
organisational meeting with the
Shakti Kendra Chiefs of the Jundla
Mandal. Addressing the meeting,
he stated that the Shakti Kendra
Chiefs constitute the strong
foundation of the organization,
serving the crucial role of ensuring
that the government's public
welfare policies reach the very last
person in society. While outlining
upcoming programs and calling for
the empowerment of every
electoral booth, MLA Rana also
distributed checks for financial
assistance to affected families
under the 'Chief Minister Kisan and
Agricultural Laborer Life Security
Scheme' (Mukhyamantri Kisan
evam Khetihar Mazdoor Jeevan
Suraksha Yojana). Extending the
benefits of the government scheme

to affected families and reiterating
his pledge to public service, MLA
Yogendra Rana provided financial
assistance to two families under the
'Chief Minister Kisan and
Agricultural Laborer Life Security
Scheme-2013': The MLA handed
over a cheque for an assistance
amount of Rs. 5,00,000 to Rekha, the
wife of the late Salindra Singh from
village Sirsi. Additionally, financial
assistance of Rs. 37,500 was
provided to Shisha Singh, the son of
Harbans Singh from village Bansa.
Furthermore, financial assistance of
Rs. 50,000 was provided to Kamlesh,
the wife of Dharampal, from the
village Bahri.

Gobind Tour and Travels announces
overseas opportunities for youth

KARANPREET KARAN
BARNALA: Gobind Tour and Travels has
announced new opportunities for youth who
wish to go abroad, especially to Canada and
the United Kingdom, under different visa and
open work permit categories. Chairman and
State Awardee Bhola Singh Virk, along with
Managing Director Harpal Singh Virk, said
that the organization has been working in the immigration
sector for the past one and a half decades and has helped
thousands of students and workers travel to countries such as
Canada, Australia, the UK and the USA for study, work and
travel purposes. They said that under the open work permit
category, applicants get freedom to work abroad, and this
opportunity is mainly for those who have passed at least Class
12 and are between 22 and 45 years of age. The management
stated that all services including passport preparation,
embassy documentation, visa application, study loan
assistance and air ticket arrangements are provided under one
roof in a transparent manner. They added that the organization
not only works as a business institution but also serves society
by guiding youth towards better career opportunities abroad.
They appealed to educated youth to take advantage of this
opportunity and build a bright future.

MLA Pramod Vij promotes sports,
gifts basketball poles to players

RAKESH BHAYANA
PANIPAT: Encouraging youth to take part in sports activities, Panipat
Urban MLA Pramod Kumar Vij presented basketball poles to local
players from his personal funds. The initiative brought enthusiasm
among players and sports lovers in the area. On the occasion, the
MLAalso played basketball with the children and motivated them to
stay connected with sports. He said that youth are the future of the
country and sports help develop discipline, teamwork and a healthy
lifestyle. He added that providing better facilities to players is his
priority so that they can improve their performance and bring pride to
the state and the nation. Vij further said that under the leadership of
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini, the Haryana Government is
continuously promoting sports by strengthening infrastructure and
providing rewards and incentives to players. 

Prioritize and expedite resolution of
complaints received at Samadhan Shivirs: DC

RANVIR PARASHAR
KAITHAL: DC Aparajita stated that primary objective of
Samadhan Shivirs  is to ensure swift, transparent and effective
resolution of common people's problems. All officials must take
complaints received at these camps seriously and ensure
disposal in a time-bound manner, based on priority so that
general public does not have to face unnecessary hardships. She
was issuing these directives to officials today while listening to
grievances of public during a 'Samadhan Shivir' organized at
auditorium of Mini Secretariat. During event, citizens registered
their personal and public-related issues at camp. Many of these
complaints were resolved on spot. 

DTP cracks down on illegal colony in Indri

MAINPAL KASHYAP
INDRI: District Town Planner Gunjan said that on Thursday, a team
from the department led by the duty magistrate and police, carried
out demolition operations against an illegal colony in Indri. This
illegal colony was located on approximately three acres near Sant
Colony in the village of Matak Majri. Eight DPCs, the sewerage
network and all the paved roads in the colony were demolished. The
District Town Planner stated that the department is continuously
carrying out demolition operations against illegal colonies and illegal
construction. FIRs are also being filed regularly against those
involved in illegal colonies and illegal construction. The department
is also periodically informing the public that strict action will be
taken against those promoting illegal colonies and illegal
construction. All possible actions are being taken to curb illegal
colonies and illegal construction and no laxity will be tolerated
against illegal colonies and illegal construction. 

District-level training class organised by All India Sahitya
Parishad, Haryana Kaithal at Seva Sangh Bhawan

SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL: On the eve of New Year 2083, the district unit of All
India Sahitya Parishad, Haryana, Kaithal, organized one-day
district level training class under the guidance of the State Council
of Haryana at Seva Sangh Bhawan, Jawahar Park, Kaithal city. In
this program organized on the eve of New Year 2083, the council
song "Bharati Ki Lok Mangal Sadhna Sweekar Ho" sung by
Satpal Parashar Anand was released and a poetry conference was
also organized. Giving information, the president of the council's
Kaithal unit, Dr.Tejinder, said that in this event, the patron of the
council's Kaithal unit, Dr. Harish Chandra Jhandai, participated as
the president, the state general secretary of the council, Haryana,
Dr. Jagdeep Sharma Rahi, participated as the keynote speaker and
the founder-president of Seva Sangh Kaithal, National President
of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur Sikh community (India).

Resolving public grievances, providing maximum
amenities admin's top priority: SDM Rajesh Khoth

DINKAR GAWRI
HANSI: SDM Rajesh Khoth
stated that the administration's
primary objective is to provide
the public with maximum
amenities by ensuring the swift
resolution of their grievances. He
informed that proposals
regarding all 'hit-and-run' cases
have been forwarded to the
government, and the financial
assistance will soon be deposited
into the bank accounts of the
respective beneficiaries. The
SDM was listening to public
grievances during a 'Samadhan

Shivir' (Resolution Camp) held at
the District Secretariat complex
on Thursday. During the session,
he provided information stating
that under the 'Hit-and-Run
Policy,' the State Government
provides financial assistance of
Rs. 2 lakh in the event of a
fatality and Rs. 50,000 in the
event of an injury caused by an
accident. During the resolution
camp, a resident of Vikas Nagar
submitted an application
requesting the removal of a
banyan tree situated near his
house. 

Women of 'Nari Shakti Manch' worship Goddess Shailputri on the first day of Navratri

FSSAI license made valid for lifetime for food
industry, Laghu Udyog Bharti welcomes decision

BUREAU
CHANDIGARH: A significant and commendable decision has been
taken for the food industry through the continuous efforts of the
Chandigarh Administration and the support of the Ministers. The
FSSAI license has now been made valid for a lifetime, eliminating the
need for periodic renewals. Welcoming this decision, a delegation
from Laghu Udyog Bharti, Chandigarh met Mr. Sukhwinder Singh
(DO FSSAI, Chandigarh) and expressed their gratitude for his
support and co-operation. Mr Sukhwinder Singh stated that this step
would provide major relief to small and medium food businesses. He
further assured that more such relaxations and industry-friendly
measures are expected in the near future. AkshayChugh (Member,
FSSAI Advisory Committee) appreciated the decision and said that it
would reduce the compliance burden on traders and help promote
ease of doing business.

Accurate training is key to
success of census: DC

SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL: Preparations for 2027 Census have been
accelerated across state of Haryana. In line with this
initiative, a three-day field trainer training program
commenced in Kaithal today. Master trainers are imparting
comprehensive training in strict adherence to prescribed
standards for 2027 Census. Training covers various aspects,
including house listing, collection of household details,
digital data compilation, usage of mobile applications and
strategies for addressing practical challenges encountered in
field. DC emphasized that census is a task of paramount
importance, as it serves as foundation upon which
government policies and development schemes are
formulated. 



CHANDIGARH
YUGMARG, FRIDAY,  MARCH 20,  2026

11

HISAR: Nine-day Navratri festival commenced at Shri Adyashakti Peeth Maa Santoshi Ashram 
with worship and adoration of Divine Mother, performed in strict accordance with traditional 
rituals. During the proceedings, prayers for the welfare of humanity were offered alongside the 
recitation of Durga Saptashati. Principal host, Shri Shri 1008 Mahamandaleshwar Swami 
Santoshi Mata Ji, inaugurated Navratri festival amidst chanting of sacred mantras.Present as 
hosts during the ceremony were Gautam Agarwal, Subhash Bansal, Sushil Budakiya, Mukesh 
Garg, Ashok Bansal, Raghav Goyal, Rakesh Garg, Madhur Gupta, Deepak Bajaj, Ranbir 
Mahendra, and Premlata Goyal. Vedic scholars, who had arrived from Haridwar, guided the 
hosts through the worship rituals with profound devotion and strict adherence to scriptural 
norms.Ramesh Chugh, spokesperson for Maa Santoshi Ashram located in Model Town stated 
that a large number of dignitaries were present during worship ceremony, including Rajmal Kajal 
General Secretary of Shakti Upasana Trust, Anil Mehta in-charge of Bhandara, Sunita Gupta 
and Jaiprakash.He further informed that nine-day Navratri festival is being celebrated under 
spiritual guidance and presence of Mahamandaleshwar Swami Santoshi Mata Ji. Throughout 
festival, Shri Ram Katha will be organized daily, offering devotees the opportunity to listen to 
spiritual discourses. Seated upon Vyas Peeth, revered Anant Shri Vibhushit Swami Santoshi 
Mata Ji will deliver beautiful interpretations of Shri Ram Katha through divine spiritual discourses, 
delivered in powerful yet melodious voice.He announced that daily worship and scriptural 
recitations will take place at 8:00 AM, while Shri Ram Katha and spiritual discourses are 
scheduled to be held daily starting at 4:00 PM.

9-day Navratri festival begins at Maa Santoshi
Ashram with recitation of Durga Saptashati
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Kasauli Rhythm & Blues Festival 2026 
Returns for Its 10th Edition; Tickets Now Live
CHANDIGARH : 
The much-loved 
Kasauli Rhythm & 
Blues Festival 
(KRBF), presented 
by 1842 Kasauli 
and organised by 
Genesis Founda-
tion, is set to return 
to the scenic hills of 
Kasauli on April 3 
and 4, 2026, at Baikunth Resort. This milestone edition marks the 10th edition 
of the festival and celebrates 25 years of Genesis Foundation’s mission to 
save little hearts.First launched in 2012, KRBF was built on the belief that mu-
sic can bring people together for a meaningful cause. Over the years, it has 
grown into one of North India’s most recognised purpose-led music festivals, 
known for its intimate setting, soulful performances and community spirit. As 
KRBF enters a decade of music in the hills, it continues to demonstrate how 
culture and compassion can come together to create life-saving impact.More 
than just a celebration of music, KRBF supports medical treatment for critical-
ly ill underprivileged children suffering from Congenital Heart Defects (CHD). 
One hundred percent of the proceeds from the festival go towards funding 
surgeries and critical interventions for children from families earning ₹20,000 
or less per month.Over the past 25 years, Genesis Foundation has supported 
the treatment of over 5400 critically ill children across India, helping them ac-
cess essential heart surgeries, catheter-based procedures and post-operative 
care.The 2026 line-up features celebrated artists including Indian Ocean, Nir-
mala Kannan, Shamaji and The Happy Factory, Prince, Mansa Jimmy, Shrey 
Tandan, True Blue and Sanjeeta Bhattacharya. Audiences can look forward to 
two days of live performances spanning rock, indie, blues and contemporary 
Indian music, set against the breathtaking Himalayan backdrop.Rooted in Ka-
sauli’s ecological, historical and cultural heritage, 1842 Kasauli by Scapes 
serves as the Title Sponsor for the 2026 edition. With a development ethos 
centred on sustainability, thoughtful design, and project planning that builds 
communities and preserve the environment aligns with the festival’s commit-
ment. Sameer Mutreja, Founding Director Scapes India, 1842 Kasauli said, 
“Our development philosophy guides every project we undertake and after 
partnering with the Khushwant Singh Literary Festival, we are delighted to 
now support KRBF 2026 with Genesis Foundation. 

 realme Launches P4 Lite 5G 
 
CHANDIGARH: realme, the most 
popular smartphone brand among In-
dian youth, today launched the 
realme P4 Lite 5G“The Smooth 
7000mAh Pioneer”, the segment’s 
only 7000mAh battery smartphone. 
Designed for users who prioritize 
long-lasting battery life and smooth 
everyday performance, the device 
delivers up to 1.47 days of usage on 
a single charge. Built to power 
through daily tasks without interruption, the realme P4 Lite 5G combines ex-
ceptional endurance with a sleek design, immersive display, and reliable 5G 
performance. The realme P4 Lite 5G is equipped with a massive 7000mAh 
battery engineered to eliminate battery anxiety and support extended usage 
across entertainment, communication, and productivity. Whether streaming, 
gaming, or multitasking, users can stay connected longer without frequent 
charging. Complementing this long-lasting battery is a display with up to a 
144Hz refresh rate, delivering ultra-smooth scrolling, fluid animations, and a 
responsive viewing experience across social media, gaming, and everyday 
smartphone usage. With 900 nitspeak brightness, the display ensures clear 
visibility even under bright outdoor conditions, while integrated eye-comfort 
features provide a more comfortable viewing experience during extended 
screen time. Powering the device is the MediaTek Dimensity 6300 5G chip-
set, built on an advanced 6nm process with an octa-core architecture, ensur-
ing stable and efficient performance for multitasking, gaming, and streaming. 
To maintain consistent performance during heavy usage, the smartphone fea-
tures a large 5300mm² Airflow VC cooling system that effectively manages 
heat and enables sustained performance over longer durations. Designed 
with durability in mind, the realme P4 Lite 5G features ArmorShell™ protec-
tion and has passed the MIL-STD-810H military-grade shock resistance test, 
making it more resilient to accidental drops.

Amazon Fashion and Beauty 
make spring style discovery 
seamless with AI
CHANDIGARH : As the spring season sets in, Amazon 
Fashion and Beauty is transforming how customers dis-
cover and shop for spring-ready looks with AI-powered 
tools that make style exploration effortless. From con-
versational shopping with Rufus to visual discovery 
through Amazon Lens AI, customers can now mix, 
match and build complete looks, turning inspiration into 
outfit reality with just a photo or a simple question. The 
Spring Summer'26 collection features over 1 lakh styles 
from 200+ leading fashion and beauty brands across 
apparel, footwear, watches, luggage and beauty. Curat-
ed edits such as Summer of Love, Indie Summer, Herit-
age Getaway, Beach Dream, Explorer Club, and Last 
Resort bring together standout looks — from brunch-
ready playful florals and stylized bottoms for evening 
getaways to fashion-forward sneakers and statement 
accessories — perfect for making a statement all sum-
mer long. To make exploring spring styles effortless, 
Amazon Fashion and Beauty offers AI-powered discov-
ery tools that help customers mix, match and build com-
plete looks in seconds. With Rufus, Amazon’s AI shop-
ping assistant, customers can receive curated picks and 
personalized recommendations across fashion and 
beauty categories through simple conversational que-
ries like ‘Outfits in cloud white’, ‘Spring brunch look un-
der INR 3000,’ or ‘Best pastel co-ord sets for women. 
Rufus continues to get smarter, faster and more capable 
by tracking price history. It provides 30- to 90-day price 
history tracker, allowing customers to see if the price is 
at its lowest and helping them make smarter shopping 
decisions with just a click on “Price history” option on the 
product detail page. Or just ask, “Has this item been on 
sale in the past 30 days?” or “What’s the price history?” 
and Rufus will respond with details including current 
price, recent highest price and recent lowest price, help-
ing you understand if you’re getting the best deal. 

BUREAU 
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Asserting that all guarantees are 
being fulfilled without discrimina-
tion, Punjab Water Resources and 
Soil and Water Conservation Minis-
ter Barinder Kumar Goyal said the 
Bhagwant Mann-led government is 
delivering on its promises across 
sectors. The Bhagwant Mann-led 
Punjab government has achieved a 
major irrigation breakthrough in 
the long-neglected Kandi belt, turn-
ing difficult terrain into cultivable 
opportunity. 

With the ₹214 crore Kathgarh 
Lift Irrigation Scheme bringing ca-
nal water to higher altitudes for the 

first time, he emphasised the AAP 
government's pro-farmer schemes, 
highlighting higher water utilisa-
tion, large-scale infrastructure in-
vestment and a long-term vision 
linking farmer relief with economic 
transformation. 

Marking a historic step, Punjab 
Water Resources and Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation Minister Barinder 
Kumar Goyal inaugurated the Kath-
garh Lift Irrigation Scheme devel-
oped at a cost of ₹214 crore. For the 
first time, canal water has been suc-
cessfully lifted and delivered to 
higher altitude areas, ensuring as-
sured irrigation to dry and rain-fed 
lands of the Kandi region.

The project will provide irriga-

tion facilities to nearly 11,500 acres 
of land across 33 villages, paving the 
way for enhanced agricultural pro-
ductivity and increased farmer in-
come. The initiative will transform 
the agrarian landscape of the region 
by enabling farmers to cultivate bet-
ter crops and improve land value.

Addressing the gathering after 
the inauguration, Cabinet minister 
Barinder Kumar Goyal stated, “The 
Kathgarh Lift Irrigation Scheme 
will serve as a milestone in extend-
ing irrigation to areas that re-
mained deprived due to elevation 
challenges through the Kandi Canal 
and Bist Doab systems. The project 
will significantly reduce depen-
dence on groundwater and bring 

long-term benefits to the region.”
Providing details of the project, 

he added that it is being executed in 
three phases. “The first phase cov-
ering 4,000 acres in 13 villages has 
already been completed in Febru-
ary 2026 at a cost of ₹67 crore. The 
second phase, costing ₹107 crore, 
will cover 5,500 acres in 14 villages 
and is expected to be completed by 
September 2026, while the third phase 
with an outlay of ₹40 crore will extend 
irrigation to 2,000 acres in 6 villages. 
A 650 kW solar plant has also been 
installed to minimise electricity bur-
den,” he shared.

Highlighting the technical as-
pects, Barinder Kumar Goyal said 
that the scheme has been connected 

to the Bist Doab Canal with a dis-
charge capacity of 67 cusecs and wa-
ter will be lifted through pumps and 
supplied via an extensive pipeline 
network to high, low and semi-hilly 
agricultural fields. He added that no 
land acquisition was required as ex-
isting departmental land was utilised 
for the pump house. Emphasising the 
significance of the project, the minis-
ter further said, “Due to deep ground-
water levels and failure of tube wells, 
farmers in the Kandi area were heav-
ily dependent on rainfall, which lim-
ited crop diversification and produc-
tivity. Being a semi-hilly terrain, 
conventional canal systems were not 
feasible earlier, which also kept land 
prices low. 

Kandi no longer left behind: Bhagwant Mann govt 
takes canal water to previously unreachable heights

Bharat Vikas Parishad extends 
greetings on New Year Samvat 2083

SANJAY SHARMA
KAITHAL: On the auspicious occasion of the Indian New Year, Samvat 2083—a symbol of 
Indian culture and tradition—heartfelt greetings were extended to the residents of the region 
on behalf of the Bharat Vikas Parishad Charitable Trust, Kaithal, and the Bharat Vikas Pari-
shad, Kaithal. The office bearers of the organization called upon everyone to celebrate this 
sacred festival with enthusiasm, zeal, and unity. The organisation's office bearers appealed 
to citizens to welcome the New Year by lighting lamps in their homes and to share this joy 
with their families and the community. They stated that the Indian New Year symbolides our 
rich cultural heritage and glorious traditions, conveying a message of positivity and unity 
within society.
They highlighted that this day holds special religious and cultural significance. It is believed 
that Lord Rama's coronation took place on this very day, and the nine-day festival of 
Navratri also commences on this date. Furthermore, the inception of various auspicious un-
dertakings is traditionally considered to begin on this sacred day. In their message, the or-
ganisation's office bearers expressed their hope that this New Year would bring new energy, 
enthusiasm, happiness, and prosperity into our lives. They urged everyone to come togeth-
er to honor our glorious traditions and to foster harmony within society.
The organisation's Patron Dr. Ashok Garg, President Rajkumar Mittal, Secretary Rakesh 
Garg, along with other distinguished office bearers—including Sanjeev Gar, Bakhshish 
Girdhar, Ashwani Agarwal, Satpal Bhardwaj, and Jaipal Gupta—extended their best wishes 
to everyone for happiness, peace, and a bright future.

Deputy Commissioner 
ispects Bar Council 
voting process

HANS RAJ YADAV
KURUKSHETRA: Polling stations were established at 
the local court complexes in Thanesar, Pehowa, and 
Shahabad by the Punjab and Haryana High Court. At 
all these polling stations, advocates cast their votes for 
the candidates contesting the Bar Council elections. To 
assess the security arrangements as well as the 
transparency of the process, Deputy Commissioner 
Vishram Kumar Meena inspected the polling station 
set up within the Thanesar court complex. He stat-
ed that the voting process in Kurukshetra conclud-
ed peacefully. Robust security arrangements had 
been put in place to ensure this. Present on the oc-
casion were Election Tehsildar Sandeep Kumar, 
President of the Kurukshetra Bar Association Dhar-
mendra Atri, and other dignitaries.

HANS RAJ YADAV
KURUKSHETRA:  Today, on the auspicious 
occasion of the Indian New Year (Chaitra 
Shukla Pratipada), a grand Havan Yajna was 
organised by the Dhiman Brahmin Panchayat 
Sabha, Kurukshetra, with renewed energy, en-
thusiasm, and fresh resolve. On this occasion, 
it was highlighted that the Indian New Year 
commences on the *Pratipada* (first day) of 
the *Shukla Paksha* (waxing phase of the 
moon) during the month of *Chaitra*, marking 
the beginning of the Vikram Samvat era. This 
day holds immense significance in Indian cul-
ture, as it is believed to mark the very incep-
tion of the creation of the universe. Across var-
ious regions of the country, this festival is cele-
brated under different names, such as Gudi 
Padwa, Ugadi, and others. This festival sym-
bolises new energy, fresh beginnings, and 
positive resolutions.

Distinguished members of society and nu-
merous community brethren participated in 
this religious ceremony, offering oblations into 
the sacred fire (Havan) and praying for happi-
ness, prosperity, peace, and the progress of 
society upon the advent of the New Year. The 
atmosphere throughout the programme was 
deeply spiritual and imbued with devotion. 
During the Havan, the chanting of Vedic man-
tras filled the surroundings, rendering the at-
mosphere sacred and vibrant with energy. All 
those present collectively conveyed a mes-
sage of unity and social harmony.

On this occasion, the office-bearers of the 
Sabha extended their best wishes to everyone 
for the Indian New Year and issued a call to 
uphold unity within the community.The suc-
cessful organisation of this program was made 
possible through the special contributions of 
all the members and collaborators.

Havan yajna held by Dhiman 
Brahmin Panchayat Sabha 
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